
     online @ illinoisweeklies.com

Volume XVIII, No. 40 •  November 6, 2020 • Published by Lampe Publications LLC

Serving 7,000 customers in the communities of Wyoming, Toulon, Bradford, Duncan, Galva, LaFayette, Stark, Speer, Castleton, Bishop Hill, Camp Grove, Princeville, Edelstein, Laura, West Jersey, 
Monica, Elmira, Modena, Saxon, Lawn Ridge, Broadmoor, Elmore, Lombardville, Milo and rural customers at Kewanee and Williamsfield.

The Prairie News

My Cousin’s Military 
Experience

By Mackenzie Mummert
Brendan Nicholas Mummert’s 

rank is E6ITL and his branch of 
service is the U.S. Navy. He did not 
serve in any war and his brief job 
description is Information Techni-
cian.

He was born in Princeton and 
he enjoyed playing sports and 
helping family with chores. He 
was 19 years old when he joined. 
When he got to the Navy he was 
feeling excited about helping, but 
scared something was going to 
happen to him. He received his 
basic training on May 20, and July 
15-18. The rules were very strict, 
but they were very easy and his 

hours were 24/7. During his free 
time, he loved spending time with 
his family. His uniform that was 
most impressive is the full dress 
white and on his uniform they had 
ribbons on the right and the met-
als on the left. He traveled by ship 
and he never heard the enemy. 
He thought that his most fright-
ening experience was in Hawaii 

or walking on the ship, and the 
most interesting experience was 
the culture of Vietnam. All of his 
commanding officers were great 
people; they really cared and were 
very aware of helping or showing 
someone what to do. 

Thank you, Brendan, so much 
for serving in the Army. You’re my 
cousin and I like to see that you 

are doing something you love. 

A desire to defend 
our country
By Jason Knowles

A veteran named Timothy 
Mark Olson was born in Ke-
wanee on July 20, 1956. He went 
to many schools in Kewanee, 
such as Franklin, Belle Alexander, 
Wethersfield, Central Junior High, 
and Kewanee High School, and to 
college at Black Hawk East. 

When Timothy was young, he 
grew up with his aunt because his 
parents passed away when he was 
young. Timothy enjoyed fishing, 
hunting, playing football, and 
baseball. He was ranked as E4 in 
the Army and he did not serve in 
a war.

When Timothy turned 18 years 
of age, he enlisted in the Army: he 
wanted to defend our country, and 
jump out of planes, jets, helicop-
ters, etc. He was trained for explo-
sives, weapons, and the infantry 
because being in the airborne 
infantry is difficult and physical 
to do. He was very excited but not 
afraid of coming into the Army. 
Tim requested to be a Ranger 
because it sounded exciting. 

The food they gave him was 
sometimes good and bad. The 
hours were very long and strict. 
It was very rainy at Fort Lewis, 
Wash., where he was stationed. 
When Timothy was available and 
had free time, he went sight-see-
ing and to the gym. 

By Jeff Lampe
Maybe by the time this 

paper arrives in your 
mailbox, we will know the 
President of the United 
States. But that race was 
still to close to call on Elec-
tion Night and even into 
Wednesday afternoon.

The race between Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
Democratic challenger Joe 
Biden was to be decided 
by several key swing states 
with votes still to be tallied.

But there were clear 
results in some other 
races and issues in an 
election that saw record 
early turnout in Illinois and 
nationally, as well as the 
highest voting percentages 
on record since the early 
1900s.

Among the noteworthy 
Illinois votes was rejection 
of a proposed constitution-
al amendment that would 
have changed Illinois 
from a flat income tax to a 

graduated tax, effective Jan. 
1, 2021.

With 96.7 percent of 
precincts reporting, results 
showed 55 percent of Il-
linoisans had voted against 
the amendment and just 
45 percent were in favor – 
well short of the support 
needed for the measure to 
pass, even with outstand-
ing mail ballots still to be 
counted.

“It is clear that Illinoisans 
do not trust this legislature 
and this administration to 
spend more of their pre-
cious tax dollars without 

restraint,” said Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Todd 
Maisch.

By Monday, more than 
3.5 million voters had 
already cast early ballots 
across Illinois and turnout 
Tuesday was strong locally 
and across the state. Stark 
County reported 72.8 
percent turnout, Henry 
County was at 73.15 per-
cent and Knox County saw 
69.4 percent of voters cast 
a ballot. 

Another hotly debated 

Election provides intrigue

Stark County students learn life lessons from local veterans

Continued on Page 2

RAISING THE ROOF 

Prairie News photo/Carol Townsend
Three arches were lifted above a new stage being built at Wiley Park in 
Galva as part of the ongoing $110,000 project. Next steps are to pour the 
floor, form and pour ramps and attach a roof to the arches, possibly by Nov. 
30. Placement of the arches was delayed due to issues with concrete work.

Continued on Page 2

LaDon Workman’s 8th grade 
English classes at Stark County 
Junior High were honored to 
conduct interviews with local 
veterans to record the oral 
history that only they can supply. 
Students learned many things 
and recorded their thoughts in their own words. The Prairie 
News is proud to share this second intallment of stories.

Kilbride Biden Trump
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VETERANS: ‘God made a beach and forgot the water’

ELECTION: Judge race a ‘message’ to Madigan

Timothy’s commanding officers were 
good guys but very strict. He was very 
impressed with the RPG and the AK-47 
and the most impressive allied weapon 
he saw was the 20mm M61 Vulcan, 
which delivered 6,000 rounds per min-
ute. The place he was impressed with 
is Alaska. He liked it so much he wants 
to move there.

Timothy enjoyed being in the Army. 
He is my mom’s dad, and I call him 
“Papa Olson.” He has six grandchil-
dren: Jason, Jillian, Elle, Esther, and 
twin sisters Eleanor, and Emilia. Papa 
Olson is married to Dianna (Munoz) 
Olson. Every time my grandpa sees us 
he says, “there are my little angels.” 

Thanks for defending the country, 
Grandpa!

Veteran Interview
By Emily Hurst

Gary Hurst, Senior Master Sergeant 
E-8, worked for the Air National Guard 
which is a Reserve Component of 
the Air Force. He was in the military 
during the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, 
and Afghanistan War. Although he had 
several jobs in the military, his final 

occupation was budget analyst. 
He was born in Macomb on Sept. 

15, 1949. His dad was a farmer and 
his mother was a housewife. He was 
an only child. He attended Plymouth 
CC#319, then went to Western Univer-
sity through his junior year of college. 

In his youth he liked to build plastic 
models: cars and airplanes. When he 
was 20, he enlisted in the Army Na-
tional Guard. The draft motivated him 
to enlist, as he was trying to finish col-
lege. He had never seriously thought 
of enlisting, but since the Vietnam War 
was going on then, he decided to enlist 
and felt excited and apprehensive 
about joining. 

He received his basic training at 
Fort Bragg, NC. He made friends that 
he talked with while he was stationed 
at Fort Bragg; but once he left there, 
he lost track of them. In November of 
1971, he transferred to the Air National 
Guard, in Peoria. 

Military life was very controlled and 
very disciplined. “The training non-
commissioned officers told you what 
to do and when to do it, and you were 
expected to follow them.” His hours 
were 24/7. “You just didn’t know what 

the next thing to happen was.” 
The weather where he was stationed 

was hot and dry. “God made a beach 
and forgot the water  ‘cause it was 
sandy and it was dry.” He never got 
anywhere near the enemy or the war 
zones because his job was laundry and 
paperwork. While some of his com-
manding officers were good, some 
were “aloof.” There were also a few 
commanding officers that got to know 
each person personally. He did have 
contact with civilians during the Viet-
nam War, but if he was in his uniform, 
some people weren’t very nice. 

While Gary was in the service, he 
married his college sweetheart, Jeanne 
(Beecher) Hurst and together had 
two kids: Chris Hurst and Jeff Hurst. 
He now has four grandchildren: three 
granddaughters, one grandson. He 
retired from his last job as a Medicare 
specialist at OSF about four years ago. 
A couple of his hobbies include work-
ing old tractors and working around 
the house. He said that if he could go 
back and change anything, “It would 
have to be going back and finishing 
college while I had the chance.” 

Thank you for your service, Gary. 

Continued from Page 1

race saw Justice Thomas 
Kilbride become the first 
sitting Illinois Supreme 
Court justice fail to earn re-
tention. With 97.7 percent 
of votes counted, Kilbride 
had 56.4 percent yes votes 
– short of the 60 percent he 
needed to retain his seat.

Stark County saw 66.7 
percent “No” votes on 
Kilbride and Henry County 
was running at 43.66 per-
cent “No” votes.

“This unprecedented 
outcome sends an un-
mistakable message 
that Illinoisans want an 
independent judiciary with 
no ties to Mike Madigan,” 
said Jim Nowlan of Toulon, 
who was chairman of the 
group Citizens for Judicial 
Fairness. “We call on the 
Supreme Court to listen to 
the people as they consider 

a potential interim replace-
ment to serve until 2022.”

The Supreme Court will 
appoint a replacement un-
til a 2022 special election.

The race to keep or 
remove an Illinois Supreme 
Court justice on the bench 
has become the most ex-
pensive retention election 
in the high court’s history.

Kilbride’s retention cam-
paign and the anti-reten-
tion effort trying to remove 
him have spent millions, 
and the race could also top 
the record of $9.3 million 
spent on a competitive, 
non-retention election in 
2004.

The marquee race be-
tween Trump and Biden 
was decided early in Illi-
nois. With 89 percent of the 
vote counted, the Associ-
ated Press called Biden the 
winner in Illinois with 55.1 

percent of the vote to 43 
percent for Trump.

Those statewide results 
were in stark contrast to the 
local vote for president. In 
Stark County, 69.42 percent 
of voters favored Trump 
and just 28.25 percent 
backed Biden.

Henry County saw 59.17 
percent Trump voters com-
pared to 37.84 for Biden.

Knox County went for 
Trump 62.9-35.02.

In other races, Democrat-
ic incumbent Cheri Bustos 
faced a battle for Congres-
sional Representative from 
the 17th District. With 99.9 
percent reporting, Bustos 
had 51.7 percent of the 
vote compared to 48.3 for 
Republican Esther Joy King. 
King carried Henry County 
with 57.85 percent.

For Congressional Rep-
resentative from the 16th 
District, Republican Adam 
Kinzinger carried Stark 
County (77.55 percent) 
and the election, with 65.2 
percent.

For Congressional 
Representative from the 
18th District, Republican 
Darin LaHood won easily 
with 70.5 percent vs. 29.5 
percent for Democratic 
challenger George Petrilli.

A race called just 15 min-
utes after polls closed was 
the reelection of Demo-

cratic Sen. Dick Durbin, 
who ran against Repub-
lican Mark Curran. With 
73.3 percent of the votes 
counted, Durbin had 52.3 
percent to 40.9  for Curran, 
1.9 percent for Libertar-
ian Danny Malouf and 3.9 
percent for Willie Wilson.

Curran carried both Hen-
ry (56.29 percent) and Stark 
counties (66.93 percent).

Stark County had no 
other contested elections, 
though they did mirror the 
votes to retain three other 
judges: 10th Circuit Judges 
Stephen Kouri and James 
Mack and 3rd Judicial Dis-
trict Judge of the Appellate 
Court Mary McDade.

Henry County voters fa-
vored two winners in State 
House races. Republican 
Tony McCombie got 63.6 
percent of votes in Henry 
County and 61.6 overall vs. 
Democrat challenger Joan 
Padilla to win in House 
District 71. And Republican 
Dan Swanson garnered 
71.38 percent of the Henry 
County vote and  71.1 
percent overall to win over 
Christopher Demink in 
House District 74.

Henry County voters 
also helped retain several 
judges: McDade and three 
in the 14th Judicial District, 
Linnea Thompson, Terence 
Patton and Walter Braud. 

Continued from Page 1

PETITIONS FOR FOUR SEATS ON 
CITY OF GALVA BOARD NOW 

AVAILABLE
City officials remind anyone in Galva 
interested in running for the following 
City positions that the petitions must be 
filed between Dec. 14 and Dec. 21, 2020.

Four positions are up for election:

Ward 1, Ward 2, and Ward 3 each have 
one seat for a 4-year term as Alderman.

Ward 3 for one seat as an unexpired 
2-year term as Alderman.

Petitions are available at the City Hall, 
311 NW 4th Ave.

The City Hall hours are Monday through 
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

You can reach City Hall 
at 932-2555 if you have any questions. 

Diesel Mechanic
German-Bliss Equipment Inc., an equipment dealership 
located in Princeville, IL on Route 90, has a great 
career opportunity available immediately for a diesel 
mechanic. This is a full-time position with benefits and 
very competitive hourly rate plus performance bonus.

Ideal candidate will have at least two years of 
experience in diesel engine repair with strong product 
knowledge of small to mid-size equipment used by 
homeowners, commercial maintenance, contractors, 
agriculture and municipalities for any outdoor use.  
Product lines include Kubota, Polaris, Exmark, Hustler, 
Stihl, Honda, Gehl and are mostly less than 100 HP.

Please send resume to aingels@germanbliss.com

120 EXCHANGE STREET, GALVA

Galva
Pharmacy

Scott Caravello, RPh • 309.932.3440
Your “Hometown” Full Service Pharmacy!

Over-the-Counter Remedies • Natural/Herbal Remedies 
CBD Products • Paper Products • Gift Items • Yarn 

Fannie Mae Candies • Snacks • Fax Service • Greeting Cards  
Digital Prints • Photocopies • Party Goods/Balloons • School Supplies 
Galva Pharmacy – Where Service is a Tradition!
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PUBLIC RECORD/THIS ‘N THAT
Traffic citations &
Ordinance violations

10-24-20 – Hunter A. 
Lee - Driving 15-20 mph 
above limit.

10-27-20 – Cassandra K. 
Manuell - Driving 15-20 
mph above limit.

10-30-20 – Santana N. 
Garcia - Driving 21-25 
mph above limit.

10-30-20 – Riley H. 
Down - Driving 15-20 
mph above limit.

10-30-20 – Brandon A. 
Macklin - Driving 15-20 
mph above limit.

Felonies & 
Misdemeanors

10-31-20 – Felony - Kris-
ten L. Colvin - Aggravated 
battery of a peace officer, 3 
counts of aggravated bat-
tery and resisting a peace 
officer.

Incidents & Accidents
Stark County

10-28-20 – A deer-related 
vehicle accident occurred on 
Route 78 near the intersec-
tion of 1150 N. The driver 
involved was Dennis A.  
Barnes, 50, of Williamsville. 
No injuries were reported 
but the vehicle sustained 
estimated damages over 
$1,500.

10-28-20 – A two-vehicle 
accident occurred on Route 
17 near 800E. Driver Debbie 
L. Edwards, 66, of Wyoming, 
was traveling west when 
her front left wheel came 
off of her vehicle. The wheel 
crossed over into the west 
bound lane and struck an 
oncoming vehicle being 
driven by Jannifer C. Pow-
elson,, 52, of Princeton. No 
injuries were reported but 
over $1,500 in damges were 
estimated on Powelson’s 
vehicle.

10-30-20 – A single-
vehicle accident occurred 
on Route 17 at the intersec-
tion of 900E. Driver Eugene 
P. Bravn, 78, of Wyoming, 
was traveling south upon 
approach to a curve when 
it ran off the right side of 
the road and came to rest in 
the ditch. No injuries were 
reported.

10-27-20 – Eddie S. Cre-
ater, 48, Bloomington, was 
cited for driving 60 mph in 
a 45 zone, and for driving 
without insurance.

10-29-20 – Brian L. Dunn, 
38, Rock Falls, was arrested 
for speeding 66 mph in a 
55 zone, driving without 
insurance, driving while his 
license was revoked, and il-
legal transportation of adult 
use cannabis in a vehicle. 
Also charged in the same 

traffic stop was Reyna S. 
Guzman, 43, of Peoria, who 
was charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
and illegal transportation 
of adult use cannabis. Both 
Dunn and Guzman were 
later released with notices to 
appear.

10-30-20 – A Bradford resi-
dent reported the discovery 
of a theft from his property 
on 1600N. The incident re-
mains under investigation.

10-31-20 – Two women 
and three juveniles were 
arrested following a dis-
turbance reported at 12:34 
a.m. at the Spoon River 
Bowl business in downtown 
Wyoming. Kristen L. Colvin, 
25, Toulon, and Kimberlee J. 
Strong, 37, of Wyoming, were 
both taken into custody and 
charged with aggravated 
battery. Colvin was also 
charged with criminal dam-
age to property and resisting 
a peace officer. The three 
minors were girls ages 13, 
15, and 16-years-old whom 
have all been charged with 
battery. Strong and the mi-
nors were all later released 
with notices to appear. 

Colvin initially remained 
in custody at the Stark 
County Jail. She appeared 
in court on Nov. 1, and was 
formally charged with four 
counts of aggravated battery 
and one count of resisting a 
peace officer. Her bond was 
set at $5,000 with 10 percent 
to apply. She later posted 
the $500 cash bond and was 
released with a court date to 
appear. 

The incident remains 
under investigation through 
the Wyoming Police Depart-
ment and the Stark County 
Sheriif’s Office.

10-31-20 – Phillip D. 
Adams, 20, Toulon, was 
arrested for obstructing 
justice. He was released with 
a notice to appear.

Galva Report
10-26-20 – Officer dis-

patched to the 00 block of 
SW 45th Street for a harass-
ment complaint.

10-27-20 – Officer dis-
patched to the 400 block of 
NW 9th Street for a barking 
dog complaint. 

10-27-20 – Officer was no-
tified of a traffic complaint of 
an unlicensed driver enroute 

to Galva. The suspect or 
vehicle were not located.

10-27-20 – Officer assisted 
the Henry County Sheriff’s 
Office with a suicidal subject 
complaint in Nekoma.

10-27-20 – While par-
trolling, an officer located 
a street sign that had fallen 
off of a sign post near the 00 
block of SE 2nd Street.

10-28-20 – Officer dis-
patched to the Galva-Atkin-
son blacktop just north of 
town for a motorist assist in-
volving a school bus. Officer 
responded and didn’t locate 
a bus needing assistance.

10-28-20 – Officer re-
sponded to a 911 call that 
plotted on  East Division 
Street. It turned out to be a 
cardiac arrest. Life saving 
actions were attempted, 
but were unsuccessful. The 
Henry County coroner was 
notified.

10-28-20 – Officer assisted 
the Illinois DCFS with a child 
welfare check in the 100 
block of SE 3rd Street.

10-28-20 – Officer dis-
patched to the 900 block of 
SE 2nd Street to remove an 
unwanted customer.

10-29-20 – While patrol-
ling, an officer located 
several bags containing tools 
that appeared to be hidden 
in some bushes on NW 1st 
Ave. Officer contacted the 
property owner who didn’t 
know anything about them. 
The items were taken to the 
Galva police department for 
safekeeping.

10-29-20 – Officer dis-
patched to the 00 block of 
SW 4th Street for a harass-
ment complaint. This com-
plaint was unfounded.

10-29-20 – Officer dis-
patched to 200 block of S. 
Exchange St. to remove an 
unwanted customer.

10-30-20 – Officer dis-
patched to the Exchange 
Street railroad crossing for a 
crossing arm malfunction. 
BNSF was contacted for 
repairs.

10-30-20 – Officer dis-
patched to the 00 block of 
SW 4th Street for a battery 
complaint.

10-30-20 –  Officer dis-
patched to the 1200 block of 
SE 2nd Street for a reckless 
driving complaint. Officer 
was not able to locate.

10-31-20 – Officer dis-
patched to 500 block of SE 
1st Ave. for a stolen vehicle 
complaint. It was deter-
mined to be a civil issue.

10-31-20 – Officer dis-
patched to the 00 block of 
SW 4th Street for a loud 
music complaint.

10-31-20 –  Officer, along 
with officers from Henry 

County, Illinois State Police, 
Black Hawk College, Wood-
hull and Geneseo, were 
dispatched to a large fight 
involving a firearm in the 
300 block of Front Street. The  
suspects were located, but a 
firearm was not located.

10-31-20 –  Officer dis-
patched to a railroad cross-
ing arm malfunction at the 
SW 6th Ave. crossing. BNSF 
was contacted for repairs.

11-1-20 – Officer dis-
patched to the 500 block of 
NW 3rd Ave. after someone 
attempted to gain entry 
through the back door. 
The area was checked but 
nobody was located.

11-1-20 – Officer, along 
with the Henry County Sher-
iff’s Office, were dispatched 
to a residence on SE 1st Ave. 
to remove an unwanted 
subject.

11-1-20 –  Officer dis-
patched to the 300 block of 
SE 6th Ave. for a 911 hang up 
call. It was determined to be 
a child playing with a phone.

11-1-20 –  Officer dis-
patched to the 600 block of 
NW 1st Ave. for a domestic 
disturbance. As the result, 
Jamar Whiteside Banks, 
25, Galva, was arrested for 
domestic battery and taken 
to the Henry County Jail.

10-30-20 –  Mark Kates, 28, 
Kewanee, was issued a cita-
tion for speeding in the 1200 
block of SE 2nd Street.

Divorces
10-30-20 –  Sean M. Ku-

berski, Castleton, and Jamie 
L. Woodlief, Peoria.

Property Transfers
10-28-20 – Lynn E. Row-

ley to Hannah S. Copeland 
and Calib A. Ingle - Village 
of LaFayette block 8 lots 
5,6,7, & 8. - 611 Hodgson 
Street, LaFayette - Consid-
eration = $124,000.00.

10-28-20 – Linda K. and 
Lowell C. Dean and Robert 
H. Rennick, Sr. to Nancy K. 
Rennick - Original Town of 
Toulon - Pt block 5 lots 7 
& 10 - 309 W. Main Street, 
Toulon - Consideration = 
$50,000.00.

10-29-20 – Cathleen S 
and Robert M. Breese to 
Cole J. and Ryan M. Breese 
and Marque M. Johnston - 
Original Town of Wyoming 
- Pt block 2 Lots 17 & 18 - 711 
N. Galena Ave., Wyoming. 
Consideration = $0.00.

10-29-20 –  Cathleen S. 
and Robert M. Breese to 
Ryan M. Breese and Drake 
M. Johnston - Original 
Town of Wyoming - Pt 
block 7 Lot 1 - 102 S. Sixth 
Street, Wyoming. - Consid-
eration = $0.00.

JAILER/DISPATCHER
The Stark County Sheriff’s Office is in the process 
of updating its list of applicants for the position of 
Jailer/Dispatcher, both full and part-time.

Applicants must be willing to work any shift 
assigned, must be willing to work weekends and 
Holidays.

Must pass a criminal background check.  
Computer experience is helpful but not a necessity.

Must be able to attend and pass any job related 
school.

Applications may be picked up in person at the 
Stark County Sheriff Office, 

130 West Jefferson Street, Toulon, IL 61483.
All applications must be returned to the 

Sheriff’s office by December 15, 2020.
If you have applied before, 

you MUST apply again to be considered.

WYOMING 
TOYS FOR KIDS

If you or someone you know  
needs to be put on our tree, 

please contact
Bebe Groter 695-2981 or 

Michele Hendrick 695-3800
Get forms at Wyoming Monument or 

The Edge Salon
In order to participate a form needs to 

be completed and returned by Nov. 15.

Forms can be picked up at 
Wyoming Monument or The Edge Salon.
Forms must be completed and returned 

by December 1st.
Pick up date is Dec. 19.
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Harvest is complete; half the corn-
stalks are baled; and dawn comes at 
the proper time once again. Life is 
good here on the farm. After the im-
possibly wet fall last year, it has been 
sheer joy to anticipate a string of full 
days of combining this year.    

   The 
increased 
efficiency of 
being able to 
use storage, 
dryers, equip-
ment, and 
manpower to 
full capacity 
is in itself a 
huge benefit. 
Add to that 
the improved 
attitude that comes from feeling 
productive. We have much for which 
to be thankful.

AJ and I share work with neighbors 
Rick and Joyce Rumbold during 
harvest. On a typical day Joyce runs 
the combine; I haul grain in; and Rick 
drives the semi, manages logistics, 
keeps the grain dryer going, and does 
the million things that keep every-
thing running smoothly. AJ goes for 
parts, runs errands, and serves as 
a shuttle service to get us all in the 
right place at the right time with the 
right equipment. We make a pretty 
good team. Rick and Joyce do most of 

the work, and AJ and I just sort of fill 
in the gaps.

Between the two families there 
are only a handful of fields that are 
rectangular. Both of us farm along 
Walnut Creek, so we have extremely 
scenic, but seldom geometric fields. 
Still, it is hard to get tired of watching 
deer graze unconcerned along the 
margins of the cornfields or seeing 
a wily coyote make a dash for the 
timber line when he gets flushed 
out of his corner of the cornfield by 
the combine. One day while I was 
unloading corn I watched a pair 
of eagles circling their way slowly, 
gracefully from one field to the next.

Because we live on AJ’s family farm, 
we often think about how much 
agriculture has changed, even just 
within his 78 years of living here. His 
father Gerald picked corn by hand. 
He was apparently quite good at it. 
Still, it was slow, hard work. He would 
pull the ear from the stalk, use the 
husking peg to remove the husk, then 
toss it into the wagon being pulled by 
a team of horses. The wagon would 
hold about 75 bushels of ear corn. 
Once it was full, the team pulled it to 
the corn crib where it was shoveled 
into one side or the other. 

The crib could hold 2,000 bushels 
of ear corn. At 75 bushels to the acre, 
that was adequate storage. Later, it 
was fed as ear corn to the hogs, or 

shoveled back out into a small corn 
sheller. Once the ears were shelled, 
the corn was shoveled into a wagon 
and then into the granary in the 
barn. There was a small slide on 
each granary, so that a bucket could 
be placed below the slot, the slide 
raised, and a bucket filled to carry to 
the milk cows.

Gerald eventually purchased a two-
row corn picker powered by his 1942 
International H tractor. That tractor 
is at this moment hooked onto one 
of the augers at Rick’s bins across the 
field. The biggest corn picker ever 
to be used here was a four-row New 
Idea. When Earl Curry worked for 
us, he and I picked corn for sev-
eral years. Earl ran the picker and I 
hauled in and unloaded the corn into 
the elevator. We both unplugged the 
picker. It seems we did that a lot.

It is hard to comprehend just how 
much agriculture has changed. The 
barns and out buildings that make 
up our barnyard today had begun 
to be assembled in 1837. How could 
anyone then have foreseen combines 
or auger carts nearly as large as the 
cabin that served as the family home 
for 17 years? 

It does make for some interest-
ing configurations when we fill the 
Harvestores both here and at the 
Other Place. To add to the challenge 
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Carol Townsend Life is good again down on the farm

Jeanne
HARLAND

Continued on Page 5

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE CLERK
German-Bliss Equipment Inc., an equipment dealership 
located in Princeville, IL on Rt. 90 is seeking an Accounts 
Receivable Clerk.  The ideal candidate will have at least 
two years of accounts receivable and/or accounting related 
experience working in an office team environment.  
This position requires a dynamic person that can provide 
accurate, efficient processing and monitoring of incoming 
payments and perform a variety of accounting and 
bookkeeping duties while meeting daily and monthly target 
goals.  This is a full-time position with benefits and pay that 
is commensurate with experience.  

Please send resume to aingels@germanbliss.com

ATTENTION 
LYNN TOWNSHIP, KNOX COUNTY, RESIDENTS

Township election is April 6, 2021. 
Filing deadline is December 1, 2020.

Current office holders:
 Highway Commissioner:  Nick George
                       Supervisor:  A.J. Harland
               Township Clerk:  Tim Thuline
                           Trustees:  Jim Anderson
  Nick Appell
  Patricia Sherman
  Kyle Stevens

Supervisor Harland and Trustee Sherman 
are not seeking re-election.  If interested in 

running for any of the positions, contact 
Tim Thuline: 309-932-2571 or
A.J. Harland: 309-995-3582 or 

the Knox County Clerk: 309-345-3858

ROAD DEPUTY
The Stark County Sheriff’s Office is now 
accepting, applications for the positions of 
Part-Time Road Deputies.  Only properly 
Certified Applicants need apply.  Must be 
willing to work holidays, nights, weekends or 
whatever times assigned. Must be able to pass 
a criminal background check.

Applications must be picked up and returned 
to the Stark County Sheriff’s Office.  Wage 
packets will be available with the applications.  
Applications should be returned by 
December 15, 2020.

Notice is hereby given that the office of the 
Wyoming City Clerk located at 108 E. Williams, 
Wyoming, IL has Candidate Petitions ready for 
circulation for the Consolidated Election to be held 
on April 6, 2021. The office will be open 7:30 a.m. 
to noon and 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. on weekdays for the 
period of December 14 - 21, 2020, for the purpose 
of accepting candidate petitions for the following 
offices:

Mayor        (4 year term)
City Clerk  (4 year term)
Alderperson 1st Ward   (4 year term)
Alderperson 2nd Ward  (4 year term)
Alderperson 3rd Ward   (4 year term)

PUBLIC NOTICE
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HARLAND: Try spicy beef in squash
Continued from Page 4

SEE ANSWERS, PAGE 10

Need A New FURNACE  ?

Woltil's
  1101 W. Prospect St. • Kewanee • (309) 852-2890

Heating &
Air Conditioning 

Call
Woltil's

852-2890
for a free estimate on  

the installation of a brand 
new FURNACE only WE HAVE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Guardian (By York)
95.5% E�ciency 

Furnace
$2,700 Installed

13 Seer 
Central Air

$2,400 Installed

Furnace & Central 
Air Package

$4,495 Installed

Give Us A Call! 
We Have

Great Pricing!

ADVERTISE!  Call (309) 286-2185

of equipment placement 
in cramped quarters, both 
barnyards are criss-crossed 
by electric wires. 

We finished our last 
field at the Other Place last 
night. Rick had the last 
semi we were taking to 
town loaded and had about 
40 minutes before the 
elevator closed for the day. 
He parked the truck be-
yond the barnyard because 
once he got the auger set it 
wouldn’t fit through there. 
Nothing would. He put the 
auger up to the Harvestore 
first. I climbed up to center 
the spout. Then he had to 
park the catch wagon so 
that it emptied into the 
hopper of the auger, yet 
allowed for the Massey and 
auger cart to maneuver up 
to it. And then there was 
that overhead wire.   

Rick knew I was less than 
comfortable deploying the 
auger of the cart anywhere 
near that electric wire, so 
he was working hard at 
getting the catch wagon as 
far as possible from it. After 
a couple placements, he 
wasn’t quite satisfied. 

“Hey,” he said. “How 
much hay is in that barn?” 

I told him there wasn’t 
much in there. 

“Let’s open the door.” 
I could see what he was 

going to do, so I quickly 
loosened the turnbuckles 
on either side of the door 
and hauled it open. He 
pulled the truck well into 
the nearly empty barn 
and then was able to get 
the wagon just where he 
wanted it. 

“I think you’ll be all right 
there if you put the auger 
out before you pull up.” 

I had hoped for some-
thing more reassuring than 
“I think you’ll be all right,” 
when referring to the prox-
imity of a power line that 
still bisected the wagon 
diagonally, but I did suc-
cessfully unload without 
electrocuting myself.

Rick and Joyce still have 
a few acres to pick, but that 
should be done in a day. 
Then harvest will be com-
plete in this little neck of 
the woods. It went fast this 
year, which is to say it went 
well. That is most welcome 
in a time when much else is 
not going well at all. 

Beef Picadillo-Stuffed 
Acorn Squash

A nutrient-rich alterna-
tive to the brown-sugar-
and-butter treatment for 
squash. Top it instead with 
a spicy-sweet blend of 
Ground Beef, onion, cin-
namon and raisins.
Ingredients:

1 pound Ground Beef 
(93 percent lean or leaner)

1 medium onion, 
chopped

1 tablespoon Mexican 
Seasoning Mix (see below) 
or use your favorite taco 
seasoning

1/4 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon

1 can (8 ounces) tomato 
sauce

1/3 cup raisins
1 acorn squash, quar-

tered, cooked

1 tablespoon slivered 
almonds (optional)
Cooking:

1. Heat large nonstick 
skillet over medium heat un-
til hot. Add Ground Beef and 
onion; cook 8 to 10 minutes, 
breaking beef into 3/4-inch 
crumbles and stirring occa-
sionally. Remove from skillet 
with slotted spoon; pour 
off drippings. Return beef 
mixture to skillet. 

2. Sprinkle seasoning mix 
and cinnamon over beef; 
mix well. Stir in tomato 
sauce and raisins; bring to 
a boil. Reduce heat; cover 
and simmer 15 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Serve 
over squash. Garnish with 
almonds, if desired.

Mexican Seasoning Mix: 
Combine 1/3 cup chili 
powder, 1 tablespoon salt, 
1-1/2 teaspoons ground 
cumin and 3/4 teaspoon 
garlic powder. Store in 
airtight container. Shake 
before using to blend.

JEANNE Harland is a cow-
calf producer in Knox County 
where she and her husband, 
AJ, also raise corn, soybeans, 
oats and turnips.

Specializing in Farm Insurance since 1876

Elmira Mutual Insurance Company 
127 W. Main St., 
Toulon, IL  61483

Call 309-286-2221

Elmira Mutual

HANDICAP
Accessible

Sunshine Village • Toulon
FOR RENT: One bedroom apartments available for people 62 
years of age or older, handicapped/disabled, regardless of age. 
A�ordable income-based rent includes all utilities. Small pet okay.

For more information and an appointment 
call (309) 286-7196.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Julmarknad scheduled
for Bishop Hill

BISHOP HILL – Prepare for the 
holidays by attending Julmarknad, 
or Christmas Market, in Bishop Hill.  
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Nov. 27, 
Nov. 28, and Dec. 5. On Nov. 29 and 
Dec., 6, hours are 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

All shops, museums, and restau-
rants will be open to satisfy your 
holiday needs. A working model rail-
road will be on display in the Steeple 
Building Museum. 

Due to COVID-19, guests are 
asked to social distance, wear masks 
indoors and heed capacity limits. Due 
to the pandemic, additional modifi-
cations might be made.

For more information call (309) 
927-3899, email bhha@mymctc.net, 
or visit www.visitbishophill.com. 

MSW Projects seeking 
donations for meals

Looking for a way to give back to 
your community? This has been a 
difficult year for MSW Projects, as no 
fundraisers were held due to COVID-
19 restrictions, there was an unsteady 
supply of frozen meals for the week-
ends and lunch and transit donations 
decreased.  

The SENIOR SAVER Program is a 
campaign to help offset the financial 

impact of COVID-19. You may help 
save a senior meal for a day by donat-
ing $4, for a week by donating $20, or 
for a month by donating $100.    

Mail donations to: MSW Projects of 
Henry, Attn:  SENIOR SAVER Program, 
P.O. Box 140, Henry, IL 61537.  

Bradford Boy Scouts 
aid Christmas group

BRADFORD – Boy Scout Troop 1851 
packed 100 shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child in one hour on Nov. 2 at 
Boyd’s Grove Methodist Church.

National Collection Week for the event 
is Nov. 16-23. Shoeboxes are being col-
lected at several locations in Bradford: 

Leet United Methodist Church, Bradford 
First Baptist Church and Bradford Public 
Library. Those sites also have pre-printed 
boxes and instructions.

Operation Christmas Child is a project 
of Samaritan’s Purse, a global, non-
denominational, humanitarian relief 
organization. Over the past 27 years, the 
effort has collected and distributed more 
than 170 million shoeboxes throughout 
160 countries to provide tangible expres-
sions of love to children.

Boxes can also be “built” online for $25 
at samaritanspurse.org, Build a Shoebox 
Online. Linda Ashby has extra boxes and 
reminds people they can use shoeboxes 
out of their closets.

– Angie Stange

 BRIEFS

Prairie News photos/Angie Stange
Volunteers in Bradford who packed shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child 
are, Back row (left to right): Scott Stange, Ron Scott, Colby Stotler and Andrea 
Scott. Front row (l to r): Eli Parish, Damien Wentz, Jack Mormon, Tracy Parish 
and Elizabeth Bryner, Donald Barks, Connor Scott and Tom Ashby.

OPEN
THANKSGIVING

ALL DAY
 $2.00 OFF
FREE DRINKS

COUPON

HOURS: 6AM - 8PM

1 bedroom/1 bath.  Spacious dining room.  
Newer roof w/complete tear-off within 

last 5 years.  2 car attached garage.  1 car 
detached garage.  Large corner lot.  

$35,000  

403 S.W. 6th Street, Galva

511 NW 2nd St., Galva

4-5 bedrooms/2 baths.  Large kitchen.
Main floor laundry.  Family room 

w/gas fireplace.  Sunroom. Central air.  
Detached 1-car tandem garage 

w/heated loft.  
$179,900.00  

Tracy Interial
PH: (309) 852-4030  Cell: (309) 854-3801

116 S.E. 1st Ave., Galva

 3 bedroom/1 bath.  Main floor laundry. Updates: 
bathroom remodeled, wood laminate flooring, windows, 

furnace, central air, metal roof, new concrete patio. 
$73,000  

2-3 bedrooms/1bath• 
Hardwood floors• 
Oversized 2-car attached • 
garage

Large corner lot• 
Home being sold “AS-IS”• 

$49,900

318 SW 3RD St., Galva

SOLD!

 
Broker, Realtor®, SRES®, CRS, ABR 

• Licensed in Illinois
www.dwright@melfosterco.com

3 bedroom- 1.5 bath ranch.  Huge detached-garage 
(24 X 48) w/ heated man cave (24 x 24) 6 plus 
acres of timber/pasture behind property could be 
purchased separate, if more acreage is needed.

CALL DEBBIE TO 
BUY OR SELL 
YOUR HOME!

3 bedroom/1 bath,Corner lot, 
1 car detached garage.

3 bedroom/ 1.5 baths, 3 season room,
Partially finished basement,

1 car detached garage/corner lot.

3 bedroom, 
2 bath,

1-car detached.

90.88 Acres ML 
of Stark County Farm Land

$817,920 ($9,000/acres)

LOCATION: approximately 3 
miles south of Wyoming on the   
west side of Township Rd 1050E

LEASE: currently under a crop share lease.  
                Seller to terminate the lease for 2021.

OWNER: Bebe J. Groter, Bernene K. Dahl, 
                  and Billie R. Fryer.

BROKER: John Leezer/Designated Managing broker.
     JimMaloof/REALTOR
     127 W. Main Toulon, IL 61483
     (309) 286-2221 cell (309) 335-2221
     www.johnleezer.com 
     john@leezeragency.com

TOTAL ACRES:       90.88
FSA TILLABLE ACRES:     86.93 acres
PI (tillable acres):      140.2
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BRADFORD – Red 
Ribbon Week 2020 is in 
the books as well as the 
Student Council/NJHS 
fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society, and both 
were a great success.

Each day, a member 
of Student Council/NJHS 
started the school day with 
a pledge inspired by the 
Red Ribbon theme, “Be 
Happy-Be Brave-Be Drugs, 
Alcohol, and Bully Free.” 

Classes with highest 
percentage of participation 
on “Wear Red Day” were 
4th, 5th, and 6th graders. 
The 4th and 5th tied with 
100 percent and the 6th 
grade had 76 percent. All 
were awarded a certificate 
and treat. 

The groups had an 

emergency meeting to 
make sure all 700 orders 
for “Boo Pops” were filled. 
After sales of pops and glow 
sticks, as well as donations, 
Bradford students will send 
a check for $400 to the 
American Cancer Society. ADVERTISE!  Call (309) 286-2185

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE
FOR TOULON COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

 I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy increase 
for Toulon Community Fire Protection District in Stark County and Henry, 
Illinois for 2020 will be held on November 24, 2020, at 5:00 P.M. at the 
Toulon Community Fire Protection District Fire Station, 420 N. Franklin 
St., Toulon, Illinois.
 Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and present 
testimony to the taxing district, may contact Secretary, William S. Fogle-
song, 420 N. Franklin Street, Toulon, IL 61483, (309) 369-1067.
 II. The corporate and special purpose property taxes extended for 
2019 were $246,960.89. The proposed corporate and special purpose 
property taxes to be levied for 2020 are $277,600.00. This represents a 
12.41% increase over the previous year.
 III. The property taxes extended for debt service and public building 
commission leases for 2019 were $0.00. The estimated property taxes 
to be levied for debt service and public building commission leases for 
2020 are $0.00. This represents a (0%) increase over the previous year.
 IV. The total property taxes extended for 2019 were $246,960.89.
 The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2020 are 
$277,600.00. This represents a 12.41% increase over the previous year.
  William S. Foglesong,
  Secretary

Farmland

Accredited Land Consultant
Managing Broker

(309) 286-2221, (309) 335-2221

Prairie News photo/Becki Hoffert
Bradford Elementary school students wore red in support of 
Red Ribbon Week.

Bradford students raise $400

By John A. Ballentine
LaFAYETTE – The Village of LaFay-

ette has scheduled Monday, Dec. 7, as 
its date to conduct a caucus for nomi-
nations of candidates for village offices. 
Any resident who is of legal age and is 
willing to hold office must attend the 
caucus and be nominated at that time 
for office.

The offices up for the village election 
are village president currently held by 
Donald “Greg” Bartley, village clerk 
currently held by Robin Bartley, and 
three trustee positions currently held 
by Larry Townsend, Bethany Peterson, 
and Christopher Smith.

The water booster pump for the vil-
lage’s pump house needs to be replac-
ing and contractor Dean Rosebecke is 
having a difficult time trying to find a 
replacement pump. According to Presi-
dent Bartley, the pumps for the village’s 
water system were replaced many 
years ago and have been rebuilt at least 

once in the past. Rosebecke said that 
a company will hopefully be able to 
build one, “or something,” to replace 
the current booster pump.

If a pump that matches the existing 
plumbing cannot be rebuilt or con-
structed, then the plumbing for that 
pump will have to be replaced, as well, 
which would be expensive.

Also, the motor on the aerator for 
the water system needs repairs. Rose-
becke said “anything above the tank 
has to come down – the motor is inside 
of the aerator.”  Those repairs could 
prove costly, too. First, an electrician 
will check the pump house circuitry 
to the unit to determine if that is the 
problem with the motor running for a 
minute, then shutting off. Normally, it 
would run for a longer period of time 
to sufficiently aerate the water.

Approved was the sole bid for $900 
by LaFayette’s Ryan Peterson’s tree 
service to remove two ash trees on 

village property at the intersection of 
Mulberry and Madison Streets.

Additionally, Clarence Wagher and 
Chris Smith were approved to drive 
the snow plow this year for the snow 
season. Wagher will be primary driver 
with Smith as his backup.

The trustees discussed this fiscal 
year’s appropriations, which is the 
estimate of expenditures to conduct 
village business. The trustees approved 
leaving the current appropriations “as 
is” without any changes in the esti-
mated cost amounts.

Finally, an update on the snow 
plow building was given. Trustee Chris 
Smith has contacted American Steel 
concerning the construction of the 
snow plow building for the snow plow 
storage. It was assumed that Smith will 
give a report to the board concerning 
this topic at the next village meet-
ing. Smith was absent from Monday’s 
meeting.

LaFayette holding caucus for village offices Dec. 7
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REAL ESTATE AUCTION
uuu

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STARK COUNTY - TOULON ILLINOIS
FirstBank
Plaintiff,
vs.
Gene S. Davis, AKA Gene Davis, 
AKA Gene Scott Davis; Natasha 
McGillivray
Defendants. 
Case No. 2019CH9
327 East Main Street, Bradford, IL 
61421
Judge Michael P. McCuskey

NOTICE OF SALE
   PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered in the 
above entitled cause on September 
4, 2020, Jim Dison will on December 
10, 2020, at the hour of 10:00AM 
at the Stark County Sheriff’s Office, 
Stark County Courthouse, 130 West 
Main Street, Toulon, IL 61483, sell 
to the highest bidder for cash, the 
following described mortgaged real 
estate:
   Commonly known as 327 East 
Main Street, Bradford, IL 61421
Parcel Number(s): 02-25-102-005
The real estate is improved with a 
Single Family Residence.
   Sale terms: Bidders must present, 
at the time of sale, a cashier’s or cer-
tified check for 10% of the successful 
bid amount. The balance of the 
successful bid shall be paid within 24 
hours, by similar funds. The subject 
property is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.  
The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the Court. The property will 

NOT be open for inspection.
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than the 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required by 
the Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
   For information call Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Manley Deas Kochalski 
LLC, One East Wacker, Suite 1250, 
Chicago, IL 60601.  Phone number: 
312-651-6700. Attorney file number: 
19-041596.
Michael A. Phelps
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
One East Wacker, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312-651-6700
Fax:  614-220-5613
Attorney. No.: 6297416
Email: StateEFiling@manleydeas.
com 
Published 11/6, 11/13, 11/20/20 

uuu
20-093005

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STARK COUNTY, TOULON, ILLINOIS
BANKUNITED N.A.
PLAINTIFF,
-vs-
CHRISTOPHER M. DEMETREON 
A/K/A CHRISTOPHER DEMETREON 
A/K/A CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL 
DEMETREON; ALICIA J. DEMETREON 
A/K/A ALICIA DEMETREON A/K/A 
ALICIA JOAN DEMETREON; 
DEFENDANTS 
NO. 20 CH 3

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to a Judgment entered in 
the above entitled matter on October 

16, 2020;
   Steven Sloan, Sheriff, 130 West 
Main Street, Toulon, IL 61483, will on 
December 15, 2020 at 1:00 PM, at 
Stark County Courthouse
Courtroom 1, 130 West Main Street, 
Toulon, IL 61483, sell to the highest 
bidder for ten percent (10%) at the 
time of sale and the balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours, the following 
described premises situated in Stark 
County, Illinois.
   Said sale shall be subject to 
general taxes, special assessments 
or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and any prior liens or 1st 
Mortgages. The subject property is 
offered for sale without any represen-
tation as to quality or quantity of title 
or recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” 
condition.
   Upon the sale being held and the 
purchaser tendering said bid in 
certified funds, a receipt of Sale will 
be issued and/or a Certificate of Sale 
as required, which will entitle the pur-
chaser to a deed upon confirmation 
of said sale by the Court.
   Commonly known as 201 Oak 
Ridge Road, Toulon, IL 61483
   Permanent Index No.:03-24-407-007
   Improvements: Single Family
   Residential
   The property will NOT be open 
for inspection prior to the sale and 
Plaintiff makes no representation as 
to the condition of the property.
   The judgment amount was 
$102,349.83.  Prospective purchas-
ers are admonished to check the 
court file and title records to verify 
this information.  IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 

OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
   For Bid Amount contact:
Sale Clerk
Shapiro Kreisman & Associates, LLC
2121 Waukegan Road, Suite 301
Bannockburn, IL 60015
ILNOTICES@logs.com
(847) 291-1717
BankUnited N.A.
One of Plaintiff’s Attorneys
Shapiro Kreisman & Associates, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
2121 Waukegan Road, Suite 301
Bannockburn, IL 60015
(847) 291-1717 
ILNOTICES@logs.com Randal S. 
Berg (6277119)
Michael N. Burke (6291435)
Christopher A. Cieniawa (6187452)
Joseph M. Herbas (6277645)
Michael Kalkowski (6185654)
Laura J. Anderson (6224385)
Jenna R. Vondran (6308109)
Thomas Belczak (6193705)
Debra Miller (6205477)
   THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.  PLEASE BE 
ADVISED THAT IF YOUR PERSONAL 
LIABILITY FOR THIS DEBT HAS BEEN 
EXTINGUISHED BY A DISCHARGE 
IN BANKRUPTCY OR BY AN ORDER 
GRANTING IN REM RELIEF FROM 
STAY, THIS NOTICE IS PROVIDED 
SOLELY TO FORECLOSE THE 
MORTGAGE REMAINING ON YOUR 
PROPERTY AND IS NOT AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT THE DISCHARGED 
PERSONAL OBLIGATION.
8061-910889
Published 11/6, 11/13, 11/20/20 

LARGE ANTIQUE AUCTION
After over 50 years of collecting, an auction with a lg. 
variety of antiques will be conducted from the William 

(Bill) LaFollette Estate. This auction will be held at 
Bill’s prior shop located right next to Double Take Bar 

and Grill at 119 North Oak St. Williamsfield, IL, on
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH, 2020 

AT 12:00 NOON
FANS, MIXERS, ETC.:  There will be numerous antique 
fans of various brands and types (GE, Emerson, Hunter, WH 
and others, various sizes and covers)—A variety of electric old 
stand mixers of different ages, styles brands and models will 
also be offered as Bill had a lg. collection of those also (some 
stainless, most have attachments, juicers and bowls, some jade 
bowls)—many old Sunbeam Mixmasters--very old Hamilton 
Beach cast iron grinder/mixer--some sm. measuring cup hand 
and electric mixers—retro electric and hand grinders—Cham-
pion model G tiny elect. mixer in orig. box—toasters--elect. 
flour sifters, irons, curling irons, massagers and other ant. 
elect. appliances. See pictures online and FACEBOOK.
ANTIQUES AND PRIMITIVES: Metal locker rack with 
some of the wire baskets from old WHS—Wight Chev. and 
other yardsticks, matchbooks, and other local adv. items (old 
photos of Lapham and Wolfe covered bridges)--variety of 
brass and other nice fire extinguishers—tiny Presto ext. in 
orig. box—many brass items (bells, gauges, torches, figures, 
misc.)—old bugle, cornet and vintage horns—very old cast 
iron and brass chandeliers—Keller, Funks and Shissler feed 
sacks—NB old travel iron and grooming set—old irons—nice 
6’ ant. showcase on wooden legs—misc. prim. tables and 
shelving—flat front prim. cabinets—Aolian Vocation Gradula 
victrola—records, cassettes and 8 tracks, stereo equipment—
Ruby red pitchers/glasses, serving dishes, bowls, accesso-
ries—blue cobalt dishes—12 pc. Set Japan China—misc. 
glass and pottery—brass heaters and coils in boxes—linens 
and tablecloths—MM Disney telephone—old plastic Pluto—
Hercules plastic army plane--Lumar Contractor’s metal dump 
truck--matchbox and Hotwheels—misc. games, toys, poker 
chips, cards, dominos, kid’s book and more--lightening rod 
globes (one sm. cobalt swirl, lt. blue and white)—corn candy 
machine—Chestnut Creek nutcracker—Farm Bureau No 
Trespassing signs—Kero -Sun metal sign—old Peter’s Feed 
cloth red flag—yard long and other very old Am. Legion 
pics--brass elect. sun lamp—retro plastic kitchen items—red/
white enamelware, utensils, blue swirl enamel strainer, other 
enamel—stainless roaster w/lid—cast iron skillets and items—
prim. gauges, stretchers, pulleys, saws, tongs, planter plates, 
utensils, yard tools and more—gas nozzles and cans—bottle 
openers and pocket knives—military girl, horse, and other nice 
chalkware—20 ct. glass pickle jar w/orig. sticker (no lid)—
vintage hats--old jars and lids—Macomb Dairy and other 
cottage cheese jars, amber medicine, Nude Amber, C & O, 
Vernor’s, dairy and other bottles—devil head old ashtray, but-
tons, badges, pipes and tobacco cont.--adv. pencils and other 
smalls—1912 Stark Co. diploma—early 1900’s pictures—cast 
iron surveyor—ornate coffee and tea servers and pots—rolling 
pins—wooden ironing boards—brass, military and other flash-
lights—old razors in boxes—Coca Cola items—desk, mantle 
and other old clocks—old tins—shark teeth—Spiro Agnew 
and MM watches—wooden ducks—White House and other 
cookbooks—boat oars—lamps and brackets—NB Hamilton 
Beach roaster—Model 12A Remington pump 22—JC Stevens 
single shot 12 gauge—BB gun—military pics and items—
misc. ant. furniture--items too numerous to list all.
OUTDOOR AND MISC.: Minn Kota 6-12 volt and other 
trolling motors—fishing poles, tach, Zebco and other reels, 
ice augers lures and more—golf balls and clubs—camp stoves 
and Coleman lanterns—cutting torch new heads, gauges and 
more—hand and powers tools, torches etc. (some old tools)—
Craftsman and other wrenches—jacks—port. air compressor—
Stihl FS45 weed trimmer—Stihl D24 chain saw—McCulloch 
chain saw—elect. chain saw—smoker/grill—Craftsman top/
bottom tool chest on wheels—hay forks—Cloverleaf unload-
er—Star hay carrier 493A—3 port. deer stands—stainless steel 
meat cutting table—meat grinder—3 burner cooker--alum. and 
plastic truck tool boxes—yard spreader—old snow blower—
yard items and garage items of all types.
NOTE: This auction will be conducted outdoors. We ask cus-
tomers to social distance to the best of their ability and masks 
are encouraged. Two auctions may be running at times. Lunch 
served.
MARY JANE LAFOLLETTE, TRUSTEE OF THE MARY 

JANE LAFOLLETTE FAMILY TRUST—SELLER 
FOLGER’S AUCTION SERVICE, INC. 

(JIM AND CATHIE GIBBS, JIM FOLGER)
WILLIAMSFIELD, IL                  

309-368-6314 OR 309-337-2150  
Email: folgersauctionservice@gmail.com  

See pictures, upcoming auctions and more at 
www.folgersauctionservice.com

FARM AUCTION
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2020 

@ 10:00 A.M.
981 DEER RUN RD., LACON, IL. 61540

DIRECTIONS: Rt. 26 north of Lacon 4 miles turn 
onto Apple Knob Rd., go 1 ½ mile east turn onto 

Deer Run road, sale sight ½ mile.
Please adhere to the CDC/Governors Covid-19 

Guidelines (Masks & Social Distancing)
ANTIQUES-HOUSEHOLD-FARM MACHINERY-

TOOLS-MISCELLANEOUS
ESTATE OF EILEEN JASON

Bob Jason, Executor
TIM PLACHER AUCTIONS

 

CLIP & SAVE

Ph 309-246-8658/Cell 309-253-8658

Full sale bill: 
www.timplacherauctions.com 

or  www.auctionzip.com
Terms:  Cash or Good Check, proper I.D. required.  
Not responsible for accidents or items after sold.  

Announcements made day of auction take precedence over 
any previous material, printed or oral.  Lunch  served.

Col. Tim Placher                                                             Col. Greg Culver  
Col.  Louis Grimes

UPCOMING PUBLIC AUCTION
SUNDAY, DEC. 6, 2020 - 11 AM

320 W. 1st Street - Kewanee, IL

Former Dura Bowl Contents
Including bowling alleys to be 
sold for removal plus bar and 

restaurant equipment.
Full ad will run at a later date 
and will appear on website.

jwilsonauctionandrealestateservice.com
Wilson Auctioneer & 

Real Estate Sales
Jay A. Wilson Annawan, IL
(309) 944-7511 or (309) 935-5556

Real Estate Auction 
To help settle our father’s estate a public auction will be held at 

500 North Madison Wyoming, IL
Saturday, November 21 @ 9:00 am 

Open House:  
Wednesday, November 11 from 5 - 6:30 pm

Real estate consists of a 1 story frame home on a large 
corner lot.  The 1,250 square foot home includes a eat 
in kitchen, 3 bedrooms, living room, dining room, and 1 
full bath.  The house has a full length insulated attic that 
would make a living space, home office, or master suite. 
There is a full basement, 2 car detached garage, 1 car de-
tached garage, and new porches.  Mechanicals consist of 
a 100 amp breaker box, gas water heater, Weil McLain 
boiler system and sump pump.
Terms:  This property will sell in “as-is” condition.  A 
$2,500 non refundable earnest money deposit will be due 
at the conclusion of the auction, balance will be due on 
or around December 21.  Taxes will be pro rated to the 
date of closing and possession will be given at that time.  
A title insurance policy for the purchase price will be is-
sued and this property will subject to seller confirmation.

For pictures and updates please go to auctionzip.com 
or my facebook page.

Merle Walker estate, owner  Anne Rennick, attorney

ORWIG AUCTION & APPRAISAL
Joe Orwig, Auctioneer
(309)361-0397
7642 Grain Bin Road
Toulon, IL 61483
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OBITUARIES
Mildred Maxine Robb

WYOMING  – Mildred Maxine 
Robb, 94, of Wyoming, died Sat-
urday, Oct. 31, 2020, at Seminary 
Manor in Galesburg of the COVID-
19 virus. She had 
been a resident of 
Courtyard Estates 
in Galva since 
2015, until a bro-
ken wrist took her 
to Galesburg for 
rehabilitation.

Maxine was 
born Jan. 23, 
1926, at Novelty, 
Mo., to Archie W. 
and Ora Fulmer 
Borron. She married William D. 
Robb on Jan. 10, 1945. They cel-
ebrated their 69th wedding anni-
versary in 2014. He preceded her in 
death on Nov. 2, 2014.

Her parents and two brothers 
– Van and Kenneth Borron – also 
preceded her in death along with a 
sister, Regina Jones.

Surviving are two sons and a 
daughter: Gary of Wyoming, Dean 
(and Jenny) of Birmingham, Ala., 
and Becky (and Bud) McKirgan 
of LaFayette. Also surviving are 7 
grandchildren, 11 great-grandchil-
dren and 8 great-great-grandchil-
dren and several nieces and neph-
ews along with one sister-in-law, 
Bonnette Roberts of Blue Springs, 
Mo.

Robb was a member of First 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ in Wyoming where she had 
served many years as a Sunday 
School teacher, a member of the 
Board of Deacons and Memorial 
Chairman. She was a Past Worthy 
Matron of Wyoming Eastern Star 
and a longtime volunteer with the 
Stark County Food Pantry. She was 
a teacher in country schools and 
kindergarten at Wyoming.

Her graveside service will be at 11 
a.m. Friday, Nov. 6, 2020, at Wyo-
ming Cemetery. Haskell Funeral & 
Cremation Services in Wyoming is in 
charge of arrangements. 

In lieu of flowers memorials may 
be directed to the First Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ in 
Wyoming. Condolences may be left 
for Mildred’s family on her tribute 
wall at www.haskellfuneral.com.

David J. Shearer
WYOMING – David J. Shearer of 

Taft, Tenn. passed on from this life 
on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020, at the 
age of 80. A graveside service was 
held Monday, Nov. 
2, 2020, at 1 p.m. at 
Kirkland Cemetery.

Mr. Shearer was 
born in Kewanee, 
Illinois to the late 
Clifford Shearer 
and Betty Seif-
ert Shearer. His 
schooling started 
in a one room 
school house near 
Henry, Ill. 

The family moved to Wyoming Ill., 
where David finished grade school 
and high school, graduating in 1958. 
He was a United States Army Veteran 
and a graduate of the University of 
Phoenix, where he obtained a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Business 
Administration. He found a deep 
interest in computers and went 
on to teach Computer Science at 
Blackhawk Junior College in Moline, 
Ill. David was an entrepreneur and 
loved to explore new ideas, much 
like his father. One of those adven-
tures involved setting up a computer 
network for a city in Poland, during 
which time he met his second wife 
Irene Wryzinsky. He also enjoyed 
his weekly hikes, playing ping pong, 
reading and doing things to help 
others.

He is survived by the love of his 
life, his wife, Betty Shearer of Taft, 
Tenn., and her son Christopher Ste-
vens (Lesia) of Taft, Tenn.; daughter, 
Dawn Tibbals (Tim) of Knoxville, 
Tenn., son Russell Shearer (Tina) of 
Peoria, Ill. and their mother Deanna 
Morsing of Peoria; sisters, Dorothy 
Mariman of Bluffton, S.C. and Karen 
Arnold of Bloomington, Ill.; as well 
as seven grandchildren and many 
nieces and nephews.

Helen R. Sheets
PRINCEVILLE – Helen Roberta 

Sheets (Kiker), 91, of Princeville, Ill., 
passed away peacefully at the Tou-
lon Health Care and Rehabilitation 
Center at 10 a.m. on Oct. 31, 2020.

Helen was born on March 19, 
1929, in Pensacola, Fla. to Winston 
R. Kiker U.S.N. (ret.) and Marian 

Edith Kiker (Martin) U.S.N. (ret.). 
She was the youngest of three 
daughters. Mary Wolfe, the oldest, 
predeceased. Ruby Picl (Richard) 
of Peoria, Ill. (Frank, William, Mary 
and Margaret) survive. She loved 
her sisters, nieces 
and nephews very 
much.

Helen married 
Lucius “Casey” 
B. Sheets of 
Wyoming, Ill. The 
couple had one 
son, John Thomas 
Sheets (Tammy) 
of Havana, Ill. She 
is survived by four 
grandchildren: Katherine Gorham 
(Matt) of Edwards, Kelly Zimmer-
man (Will) of Avon, Patrick Sheets 
of Peoria, and Michael Sheets of 
Princeville.

Helen had six great grandchildren 
who survive: Easton, Brady, Sawyer, 
Maggie, Nellie, and Brecken.

As a child, Helen moved frequent-
ly. In addition to Pensacola, the fam-
ily lived in San Diego, Calif., Norfolk, 
Virg., and Washington D.C.

In 1946, she moved to Peoria to 
attend Bradley Polytechnical, now 
Bradley University. She graduated 
from Bradley in 1951 with a B.A. in 
Education, maintaining a 4.0 GPA 
and working part-time throughout 
her college career.

A teacher by profession, Helen 
taught 1st grade at the Wyoming 
Grade School of Wyoming, Ill. for 30 
years retiring in 1989. She loved her 
beagle, Max, was a devout Republi-
can and enjoyed reading and writing 
poetry. More than anything else, she 
loved her family and friends. She 
constantly touted the virtues of hard 
work and education – and when 
people fell short of her expectations, 
she did not hesitate to let them 
know about it! She will be missed.

Please know that in death, as 
in life, Helen continues to teach. 
Per her request, she made an 
anatomical gift of her body to sci-
ence. Haskell Funeral & Cremation 
Services in Princeville is in charge of 
arrangements. 

The family wished to acknowl-
edge and thank the Toulon health 
Care and Rehabilitation Center for 
all of their hard work and kindness.

TOULON
Toulon United Methodist Church

Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy
229 W. Main St., Toulon

PO Box 538
(812) 698-9294

Sun. Worship: 9:15 and 10:30 am
Check us out on Facebook @ Toulon United Methodist Church

Elmira United Presbyterian Church
Rev. Art Blegen

3919 Township Rd 760E, Toulon, IL 61483
(309) 896-3481

Services each Sunday at 9:00 am
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE
Join the Directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your 
information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you 
run advertisements you will automatically be given the lowest rate 
of $4.25 per column inch. 
Please email your information to: ads@prairie-news.com 
or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to: 
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

Rux 
Funeral Home

When You Don't Know What To Do... We Do!

NOTICE
Ward Caucuses

of the People’s Party of
The City of Galva
-WARD CAUCUS-

to be held
MONDAY, December 7th, 2020

at 7:00 p.m.
at the following sites:

FIRST WARD: City Administrator Room 
of the City Administration office, 311 

NW 4th Ave, to nominate a candidate for 
one four-year term as City Alderman.
SECOND WARD: American Legion, 45 

Wallace St, to nominate a candidate for 
one four-year term as City Alderman.

THIRD WARD: Council Chambers of the 
City Administration Building, 311 NW 

4th Ave, to nominate a candidate for one 
four-year term as City Alderman and a 

2-year Unexpired Term as City Alderman. 

SheetsShearerRobb
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   IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

WEST JERSEY TOWNSHIP, AN IL-
LINOIS GOVERNMENTAL UNIT,
Plaintiff,     

IN CHANCERY
Case No. 2019CH7

v.   
LARRY L. BANTZ; ONE MAIN 
FINANCIAL OF ILLINOIS, INC. 
(F/K/A SPRINGLEAF FINANCIAL 
SERVICES OF ILLINOIS, INC., F/K/A 
AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCIAL 
SERVICES OF ILLINOIS; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS; AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.   

NOTICE OF COURT SALE
[Code Civ. Proc. §15-1507]

   PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to a judgment of 
foreclosure entered by the court 
in the above entitled cause, the 
property hereinafter-described, or 
so much thereof as shall be suf-
ficient to satisfy said judgment, will 
be sold to the highest bidder.
   1. The name, address, and 
telephone number of the person to 
contact for information regarding 
the real estate is: West Jersey 
Township, Attn: Dale Nobel, 3019 
Sharkey Highway, Toulon IL 61483 
/ 901-277-0966
   2. The common address is: 3049 
State Road 78, Toulon IL 61483 
   3. The legal description of the 
real estate is: Lots Nine (9) and 
Twelve (12) and also Ten (10) feet 
by full depth of Lot off of the South 
side of Lot Eight (8) and also, the 
North Half (N ½) of Lot Thirteen 
(13), all in Block One (1) in the 
Town of West Jersey according to 
the recorded plat thereof situated 
in the County of Stark and the 
State of Illinois
   PIN: 06-16-400-010
   4. The real estate may not be 
inspected prior to sale unless ar-
rangements are made.
   5. The date and time of the sale 
is: December 1, 2020, at 9:30 AM 
   6. The sale will be conducted by 
the Stark County Sheriff at: The 
Stark County Courthouse, 130 W. 
Main Street, Toulon, Illinois
   7. The terms of the sale are: This 
is an “as is” sale for “cash”. The 
successful bidder must deposit 
10% down by certified funds at 
time of sale with balance to be 
paid, by certified funds, in full 
within 24 hours from the time of 
sale upon delivery of possession 
and warranty deed. The subject 
property is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality 
or quantity of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation 
by the court. Real estate taxes 
to be prorated to date of closing. 
Any statements made at time of 
sale will supersede any previously 
advertised or announced.
   8. Title will be conveyed subject 
to all general real estate taxes 
which are a lien upon the real 
estate, but have not yet become 

due and payable, and special as-
sessments, if any, and easements 
and restrictions of record.
   Upon payment in full of the 
bid amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after confirma-
tion of the sale. 
   The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense 
of evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession 
of the subject premises. 
   If you are the mortgagor (ho-
meowner), you have the right to 
remain in possession for 30 days 
after entry of an order of posses-
sion, in accordance with Section 
15-1701(c) of the Illinois Mortgage 
Foreclosure Law. 
Published 10/23, 10/30, 11/6/20
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY 

TOULON, ILLINOIS
FirstBank
Plaintiff,
vs.
Gene S. Davis, AKA Gene Davis, 
AKA Gene Scott Davis; Natasha 
McGillivray
Defendants. 
Case No. 2019CH9
327 East Main Street, Bradford, IL 
61421
Judge Michael P. McCuskey

NOTICE OF SALE
   PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above entitled cause on 
September 4, 2020, Jim Dison 
will on December 10, 2020, at 
the hour of 10:00AM at the Stark 
County Sheriff’s Office, Stark 
County Courthouse, 130 West 
Main Street, Toulon, IL 61483, sell 
to the highest bidder for cash, the 
following described mortgaged real 
estate:
   Tract I:
   Part of the Northeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter of Section 
25, Township 14 North, Range 7 
East of the Fourth Principal Merid-
ian, Stark County, Illinois, bounded 
and described as follows: Begin-
ning at a gas pipe, said gas pipe 
being 451.1 feet East and 33 feet 
South of the Northwest corner of 
said Northeast Quarter Northwest 
Quarter; thence in a Southerly 
direction 165 feet to a gas pipe; 
thence West 65 feet; thence North 
165 feet; thence East 65 feet to 
the Place of Beginning, situated in 
Stark County, Illinois.
   Tract II:
   All right, title and interest in 
and to a part of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Northwest Quarter 
of Section 25, Township 14 North, 
Range 7 East of the Fourth Prin-
cipal Meridian, more particularly 
bounded and described as follows: 
Beginning at a gas pipe, said gas 
pipe being 451.1 feet East and 
198 feet South of the Northwest 
corner of said Northeast Quarter 
Northwest Quarter; thence in an 

Easterly direction parallel with, the 
North line of said quarter section 
109.9 feet to a gas pipe; thence 
in a Southerly direction 132.0 feet 
to a gas pipe; thence in a Westerly 
direction along the North line of 
T. S. Real’s First Addition to the 
Village of Bradford 224.9 feet to 
a gas pipe, thence in a Northerly 
direction 132 feet, thence in an 
Easterly direction 115 feet to the 
Place of Beginning, situated in 
Stark County, Illinois.
Commonly known as 327 East 
Main Street, Bradford, IL 61421
Parcel Number(s): 02-25-102-005
   The real estate is improved with a 
Single Family Residence.
Sale terms: Bidders must present, 
at the time of sale, a cashier’s or 
certified check for 10% of the suc-
cessful bid amount. The balance 
of the successful bid shall be paid 
within 24 hours, by similar funds. 
The subject property is offered for 
sale without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition.  The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the Court. The property will NOT be 
open for inspection.
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than the 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by the Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
   For information call Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Manley Deas Kochalski 
LLC, One East Wacker, Suite 1250, 
Chicago, IL 60601.  Phone num-
ber: 312-651-6700. Attorney file 
number: 19-041596.
Michael A. Phelps
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
One East Wacker, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312-651-6700
Fax:  614-220-5613
Attorney. No.: 6297416
Email: StateEFiling@manleydeas.
com
Published 11/6, 11/13, 11/20/20
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20-093005

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STARK COUNTY 
TOULON, ILLINOIS

BANKUNITED N.A.
PLAINTIFF,
-vs-
CHRISTOPHER M. DEMETREON 
A/K/A CHRISTOPHER DEMETREON 
A/K/A CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL 
DEMETREON; ALICIA J. DEMETRE-
ON A/K/A ALICIA DEMETREON 
A/K/A ALICIA JOAN DEMETREON; 
DEFENDANTS 
NO. 20 CH 3

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to a Judgment entered 
in the above entitled matter on 
October 16, 2020;
   Steven Sloan, Sheriff, 130 West 
Main Street, Toulon, IL 61483, will 
on December 15, 2020 at 1:00 
PM, at Stark County Courthouse

Courtroom 1, 130 West Main 
Street, Toulon, IL 61483, sell to 
the highest bidder for ten percent 
(10%) at the time of sale and the 
balance within twenty-four (24) 
hours, the following described 
premises situated in Stark County, 
Illinois.
   Said sale shall be subject to gen-
eral taxes, special assessments 
or special taxes levied against 
said real estate and any prior liens 
or 1st Mortgages. The subject 
property is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality 
or quantity of title or recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.
   Upon the sale being held and 
the purchaser tendering said bid 
in certified funds, a receipt of Sale 
will be issued and/or a Certificate 
of Sale as required, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed 
upon confirmation of said sale by 
the Court.
   Said property is legally described 
as follows:
   A PART OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER (SE 1/4) OF SECTION 
TWENTY FOUR (24) IN TOWNSHIP 
THIRTEEN (13) NORTH, RANGE 
FIVE (5) EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, BOUNDED 
AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS, 
TO-WIT: BEGINNING AT A POINT ON 
THE NORTH LINE OF JEFFERSON 
STREET, TWO HUNDRED AND 
FORTY EIGHT (248) FEET WEST 
OF THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
LOT NUMBER TEN (10) IN BLOCK 
NUMBER TWELVE (12) IN THE 
ORIGINAL TOWN, (NOW CITY) OF 
TOULON, AND RUNNING THENCE 
WEST ONE HUNDRED AND 
SIXTY (160) FEET, THENCE SOUTH 
SEVENTY FIVE (75) FEET, THENCE 
EAST ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY 
(160) FEET TO THE WEST LINE OF 
WHITAKER STREET, AND THENCE 
NORTH SEVENTY FIVE (75) FEET 
TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
SITUATED IN STARK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, SUBJECT TO A PRIVATE 
RIGHT OF WAY OR ALLEY OVER 
AND UPON A STRIP OF LAND IN 
THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID 
TRACT, TWENTY TWO AND ONE 
HALF (22 1/2) FEET NORTH AND 
SOUTH, BY THIRTY (30) FEET EAST 
AND WEST, AS PER CONTRACT 
OF RECORD IN BOOK 90, PAGE 
297, AND MODIFIED BY DEED OF 
RECORD IN BOOK 138, PAGE 475, 
IN THE RECORDER’S OFFICE OF 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
AND A PART OF LOT 20 OF AS-
SESSOR’S SUBDIVISION OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE 1/4) 
OF SECTION 24, TOWNSHIP 13 
NORTH, RANGE 5 EAST OF THE 
FOURTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, MORE 
PARTICULARLY BOUNDED AND 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COM-
MENCING AT A STONE AT THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE 1/4); 
THENCE NORTH ALONG THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID SOUTHEAST QUAR-
TER (SE 1/4), 237.0 FEET MORE 
OR LESS TO A POINT; THENCE 
NORTH 89° 37’ WEST, 50.0 FEET 

TO A GAS PIPE; THENCE NORTH 
ALONG THE WEST LINE OF WHITA-
KER STREET, 294.0 FEET TO A GAS 
PIPE, THE PLACE OF BEGINNING 
FOR THIS DESCRIPTION; THENCE 
NORTH 88° 36’ WEST, 160.0 FEET 
TO A GAS PIPE; THENCE SOUTH 
20.0 FEET TO A GAS PIPE; THENCE 
SOUTH 88° 36’ EAST, 160.0 FEET 
TO A GAS PIPE; THENCE NORTH 
20.0 FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING, CONTAINING 0.0735 
ACRES, STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
   Commonly known as 201 Oak 
Ridge Road, Toulon, IL 61483
   Permanent Index No.:  03-24-
407-007
   Improvements: Single Family
   Residential
   The property will NOT be open 
for inspection prior to the sale and 
Plaintiff makes no representation 
as to the condition of the property.
   The judgment amount was 
$102,349.83.  Prospective pur-
chasers are admonished to check 
the court file and title records to 
verify this information.  IF YOU ARE 
THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
   For Bid Amount contact:
Sale Clerk
Shapiro Kreisman & Associates, 
LLC
2121 Waukegan Road, Suite 301
Bannockburn, IL 60015
ILNOTICES@logs.com
(847) 291-1717
BankUnited N.A.
One of Plaintiff’s Attorneys
Shapiro Kreisman & Associates, 
LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
2121 Waukegan Road, Suite 301
Bannockburn, IL 60015
(847) 291-1717 
ILNOTICES@logs.com Randal S. 
Berg (6277119)
Michael N. Burke (6291435)
Christopher A. Cieniawa (6187452)
Joseph M. Herbas (6277645)
Michael Kalkowski (6185654)
Laura J. Anderson (6224385)
Jenna R. Vondran (6308109)
Thomas Belczak (6193705)
Debra Miller (6205477)
   THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.  PLEASE BE 
ADVISED THAT IF YOUR PER-
SONAL LIABILITY FOR THIS DEBT 
HAS BEEN EXTINGUISHED BY A 
DISCHARGE IN BANKRUPTCY OR 
BY AN ORDER GRANTING IN REM 
RELIEF FROM STAY, THIS NOTICE IS 
PROVIDED SOLELY TO FORECLOSE 
THE MORTGAGE REMAINING ON 
YOUR PROPERTY AND IS NOT AN 
ATTEMPT TO COLLECT THE DIS-
CHARGED PERSONAL OBLIGATION.
8061-910889
Published 11/6, 11/13, 11/20/20 

uuu
NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE 

OF NOMINATIONS

NOTICE 
   To all persons of legal voting age 
who own or reside on land located 
within the boundaries of the Stark 
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict.  Beginning on December 13, 
2020 nominations will be accepted 
for the two year term of the office 
of Director of the Stark County Soil 
and Water Conservation District at 
the District’s Office at 7419 B State 
Route 17 – Toulon, IL 61491 dur-
ing our normal business hours of 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  To be consid-
ered for nomination as a candidate 
for the office of Director, nominees 
must provide proof of residency or 
ownership of land located within 
the boundaries of the District.  In-
terested persons must respond by 
4:30 p.m. on January 22, 2021.
Stark County Soil & Water Conser-
vation District
Dated: November 6, 2020.
Published 11/6/20

uuu
NOTICE OF RESOLUTION BY THE
TOULON COMMUNITY FIRE PRO-

TECTION DISTRICT
   Pursuant to 70 ILCS 705/22(e)
Notice is hereby given that a reso-
lution was adopted on the 27th day 
of October, 2020 increasing the 
authority of the Board of Trustees 
of said Fire Protection District to tax 
for ambulance service purposes 
at a rate not to exceed .30% of 
the value of all taxable property 
within the Fire Protection District as 
equalized or assessed by the De-
partment of Revenue. The current 
rate is .25%. This resolution shall 
be effective November 27, 2020, 
30 days after its adoption.
   The voters of the Toulon Com-
munity Fire Protection District shall 
have until November 27, 2020, 
30 days after the adoption of the 
resolution, to file a Petition with 
the Board of Trustees praying that 
the question of the adoption of the 
resolution be submitted to a vote of 
the electors of such territory, and 
that, if no such Petition is filed, the 
resolution shall become effective 
30 days after its adoption.
   125 registered voters within 
the district shall be required to 
sign the Petition and submit it to 
William S. Foglesong at Toulon Fire 
Station 420 N. Franklin St., Toulon, 
IL 61483. William S. Foglesong, 
as District Secretary shall provide 
a Petition form to any individual 
requesting one. If such a Petition, 
signed by the voters of the district 
equal to 10% or more of the reg-
istered voters of the district, is so 
filed with the Board of Trustees,
then the question of the adoption 
of the resolution shall be certified 
to the proper election
officials, who shall submit the 
question to a vote of the electors of 
the district at an election
to be conducted on April 6, 2021 
in accordance with the general 
election law.
        /s/William S. Foglesong
       William S. Foglesong, Secretary
Published 11/6, 11/13/20

LEGAL ADS 

TOULON COMMUNITY FlRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-1
 AN ORDINANCE SETTING FORTH THE BUDGET AND MAKING 
APPROPRIATIONS OF SUMS OF MONEY FOR ALL OF THE NECESSARY 
EXPENDITURES OF THE TOULON COMMUNITY FlRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT OF STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS FOR CORPORATE FUND, AM-
BULANCE SERVICE FUND AND INSURANCE FUND PURPOSES FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1,2020, AND ENDING AUGUST 
31, 2021.
 Whereas, there has been prepared in tentative form a budget and 
appropriation ordinance for the Toulon Community Fire Protections District 
in Stark County, Illinois and the Secretary of said Fire Protection District 
has made the tentative budget and appropriation ordinance conveniently 
available to public inspection for at least thirty (30) days prior to final ac-
tion thereupon;
 And whereas, a public hearing was held as to such budget and 
appropriation ordinance on the 27th day of October, A.D., 2020, at 5:00 
o’clock P.M., notice of which was given at least thirty (30) days prior 
thereto by publication in “The Prairie News”, a newspaper with general 
circulation within said Fire Protection District territory, and all other legal 
requirements have been complied with;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
TOULON COMMUNITY FlRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF STARK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS:
Section 1. That the fiscal year of this Fire Protection District be and the 
same hereby is fixed and declared to be from September 1, 2020 to 
August 31, 2021.
Section 2. That the following, containing an estimate of the receipts 
expected to be received by said Fire Protection District during such fiscal 
year from all sources, an estimate of the expenditures contemplated for 
such fiscal year, and a statement of the estimated cash expected to be on 
hand at the end of such year, be and the same is hereby adopted as the 
budget of the Fire Protection District for the said fiscal year and shall be in 
full force and effect from and after this date:

Estimated Receipts and Expenditures
1.  Balance on hand at beginning of year   $176,835.71
2.  Portion of taxes of levy voted in 2019 estimated to be
 received this fiscal year:
  Corporate    $126,500.00
  Ambulance    $105,800.00
  Insurance    $14,400.00

 Estimated Illinois replacement tax   $45,000.00
 Estimated interest income and other revenues $2,600.00
 Foreign Tax    $800.00
  Total estimated receipts $431,435.71
  Total estimated expenditures:
   Corporate $137,450.00
   Ambulance $105.800.00
   Insurance $10,000.00
Estimated Balance on hand at end of fiscal year: $178,185.71
Section 3. That the following sums of money to be and the same are 
hereby appropriated for the corporate purposes of said Toulon Community 
Fire Protection District in Stark County, Illinois, herein specified, for the 
fiscal year ending August 31, 2020:
1. ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE FUND
      Budget  Appropriation
 (a) Attorney’s fee    $2,000.00  $2,600.00
 (b) Publication expense   $200.00  $600.00
 (c) Supplies and expenses   $200.00  $300.00
2. FIRE EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES
 (a) Repairs and maintenance of
 firefighting equipment  $6,000.00  $20,000.00
 (b) Clothing Allowance   $16,000.00 $20,800.00
 (c) Fuel and Supplies   $2,000.00   $2,500.00
 (d) Contingencyllncidental Expenses  $3,000.00  $5,000.00
3. SALARY FUND
 (a) Trustees fees    $750.00   $975.00
 (b) Firefighter training   $300.00   $5,000.00
4. BUILDING FUND
 (a) Repairs and maintenance/Rental  $6,000.00   $19,500.00
 (c) Utilities, telephone and heat   $6,000.00   $8,900.00
5. EQUIPMENT
 (a) Reserve for new equipment   $55,000.00 $60,000.00
6. SUPPLEMENT FOR PROVISION OF
 AMBULANCE SERVICE   $40,000.00 $40,000.00
Total Estimated Corporate Expenditures $137,450.00 $186,175.00
Section 4. That the following sums of money to be and the same or hereby 
appropriated for the purposes of provision of an ambulance service of said 
Toulon Community Fire Protection District in Stark County, Illinois, herein 
specified, for the fiscal
year ending August 31,2020:
 1. FUNDS FOR PROVISION OF
      AMBULANCE SERVICE
 Total Estimated Ambulance Expenditures $105,800.00  $120,000.00

Section 5. That the following sums of money to be and the same or hereby 
appropriated for the purposes of provision of a liability insurance fund of 
said Toulon Community Fire Protection District in Stark County, Illinois, 
herein specified, for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2020:
 1. LIABILITY INSURANCE FUND
    Total Estimated Insurance Expenditures  $10,000.00  $18,000.00
Section 6. That the unexpended balance of any item or items of any ap-
propriation made by this ordinance may be expended in making up any 
deficiency in any item or items in the same general appropriation made by 
this ordinance.
Section 7. That should any clause, sentence, paragraph or a part of this 
ordinance be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a who I or 
any part thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid.
Section 8. This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance 2020-1.
Section 9. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage, approval and publication, in accordance with the law.
Ayes 3  Nays 0
Passed: October 27,2020
Published: November 6, 2020
Attest:     Gary Steward, President
William S. Fogelsong, Secretary

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS.
COUNTY OF STARK )
 I, William S. Fogelson, Secretary of the Toulon Community Fire Protec-
tion District of STARK County, Illinois do hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a true and correct copy of the annual budget and appropriation ordinance 
of said district passed October 27, 2020.

William S. Fogelsong, Secretary
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27 day of October, 2020.

Keith A Luymes, Notary Public
STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS.
COUNTY OF STARK )
 I, John Boarman, Treasurer of the Toulon Community Fire Protection 
District of Stark County, Illinois do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true 
and correct copy of the annual budget and appropriation ordinance of said 
district, passed October 27, 2020, includes an estimate of revenues by source 
anticipated to be received by the taxing district in the following fiscal year.

John Boarman, Treasurer
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27 day of October, 2020.

Keith A Luymes, Notary Public
uuu
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ADVERTISE!  
Call (309) 286-2185

CLASSIFIED ADS 
HELP 

wantEd
HIRED HAND

FULL-TIME hired hand, year-
round work. Call (309) 525-
2137 for further information. 

FOR SaLE
FAX MACHINE

broThEr fax machine, 
works,  jus t  not  needed 
anymore $5. Call (309) 286-
2185.

BAYSINGAR’S 
ANTIQUES

bAYSINGAr’S USED & 
ANTIQUE FUrNITUrE: 
large selection of Shabby Chic 
all real wood furniture, cottage 
white w/finished top. Always 
buying older wood furniture. 
Check  ou t  bays inga r ’s 
Facebook, 1135 railroad Ave. 
(rt 34 East), Kewanee, (309) 
883-0164. 

MUSHRooM 
CoMpoST

MUShrooM CoMpoST 
for gardens, flower beds and 
lawns; black dirt; CA6 white 
rock; 4x8 recon; cell stone; 
delivery available. Call ron 

and Sue Eberle (309) 493-
5881.

SERvicES
CENTRAl BoIlER

MorE hEAT. Less wood. 
Central Boiler certified Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. prices start as 
low as $6,900. Call today (309) 
565-4300.

REMoDElING & 
REpAIR

ALL TYpES of  home re-
modeling and repair. No job 
too small! Carpentry, drywall, 
electrical, ceramic & vinyl, 
windows & doors, painting. 
Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825.

SAW-N-loGS
SAW-N-LoGS Tree Service. 
Call (309) 525-0968 or (309) 
883-0544.

REMoDElING & 
REpAIR

MoST TYpES of quality 
home remodeling and repairs 

including doors, thermopane 
vinyl replacement windows, 
interior painting and electrical, 
by Denny Miller. over 25 
years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs 
welcome! Call me at (309) 
9 9 5 - 3 3 6 4 ,  L a F a y e t t e .

FOR REnt
ToUloN

TWO BEDROOM duplex 
apartment, all appliances 
furnished, central AC, attached 
garage, no pets, $475 per  
month. Call (309) 286-2901.

wantEd
jUNk CARS

hIGhEST prICE paid for 
junk cars. Call (309) 932-8220. 
Will pick up. 

nOticE
FIRST Baptist Church of Wyoming 
Food Distribution Center is open 
Sundays only 2:30 -4:30 p.m. at 

LEGAL ADS 
uuu

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF ANNA BELLE UPDYKE, De-
ceased, No. 2020P15.

WILL NOTICE AND CLAIM 
NOTICE—INDEPENDENT ADMIN-

ISTRATION
   Notice is given of the death of 
ANNA BELLE UPDYKE. Letters 
of office were issued on July 31, 
2020, to SANDRA K. BROWNING, 
300 E. Smith Street, Wyoming, 
Illinois 61491, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is 
Michael E. Evans, 101 West 
Williams Street, P.O. Box 186, 
Wyoming, IL 61491.
   Notice is given to all interested 
parties who are heirs or legatees 
in the above proceeding to 
probate a will and whose name or 
address is not stated in the peti-
tion to admit the will to probate, 
that an order was entered by the 
court on July 31, 2020, admitting 
the will to probate. Within 42 
days after the effective date of 
the original order of admission 
you may file a petition with the 
court to require proof of the will 
by testimony of the witnesses 
to the will in open court or other 
evidence, as provided in section 
6-21 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21).  You also have the right 
under section 8-1 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest 
the validity of the will by filing a 
petition with the court within 6 
months after admission of the 
will to probate.
   Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of Circuit Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois 
61483, or with the representa-
tive, or both, on or before (a) April 
22, 2020, or 6 months from the 
first date of publication, which-
ever date is later, or (b) if mailing 
or delivery of a notice from the 
representative is required by the 
provisions of Section 18-3 of the 
Probate Act, as amended, then 
the date stated in that notice, 
whichever date is later, and any 
claim not filed on or before that 
date or dates is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the Representative AND to the 
Attorneys within 10 days after it 

has been filed.
   The estate will be administered 
without court supervision, unless 
under § 28-4 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/28-4) any interested 
person terminates independent 
administration at any time by 
mailing or delivering a petition 
to terminate to the clerk of the 
court. You may obtain a copy of 
a form of a petition to terminate 
independent administration 
from the clerk of the court at the 
above address or from the attor-
neys at the address below.
   Dated this 22nd day of October, 
2020.

MICHAEL E. EVANS
Attorney for the Independent 
Executor
101 West Williams Street, 
P.O. Box 186
Wyoming, Illinois 61491
Tel:   (309) 695-2525
Email: mevans@melawgroup.com
Published 10/30, 11/6, 
11/13/20
 uuu

PUBLIC NOTICE
TREE TRIMMING ACTIVITIES Un-
incorporated  Stark County AND 

NEARBY AREAS
TO THE PATRONS OF AMEREN 
ILLINOIS:
   Please be advised that Ameren 
Illinois will trim trees and other 
vegetation in and around the 
town(s) of Unincorporated Stark 
County  Illinois.  Our qualified 
utility arborists will trim trees and 
vegetation that could interfere 
with electric lines that run from 
pole to pole and elsewhere. This 
work is necessary in order to 
minimize the likelihood of out-
ages and safety hazards. There is 
no charge to you for this service. 
   If you have any questions about 
this work, please call 1-800-
755-5000 or visit our website 
at MySafeTrees.com. You may 
address your concerns in the 
manner specified on our website. 
You may also call the Consumer 
Services Division of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission at 1-800-
524-0795. Maps have been 
provided to the mayors and the 
county board chairpersons of the 
affected areas.
 Sincerely,
 Ameren Illinois 
 Forestry Department
Published 11/6/20

uuu
   CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF                )
                ) No. 2020-P-
20
VICKI L. REWERTS, )  
Deceased                )

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY
   Notice is given to creditors of 
the death of Vicki L. Rewerts  
   On October 23, 2020, Letters 
of Office were issued to Jacob 
Rewerts, 15129 State Route 
17, Wyoming, IL 61491, and 
Christopher Rewerts, 2229 State 
Route 89, Washburn, IL 61570, 
as Independent Co-Executors, 
whose attorney is Anne C. Ren-
nick, 120 E. Williams, P. O. Box 
90, Wyoming, IL 61491.
   Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, IL  61483, or 
with the Representative, or both, 
on or before (a) April 30, 2021, 
or (b) if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Representative 
is required by the provisions of 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act 
of 1975, the date stated in that 
notice.  Any claim not filed on 
or before the aforementioned 
date(s) is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the Rep-
resentative and to the Attorney 
within 10 days after it has been 
filed.
   The estate will be administered 
without court supervision, un-
less under Section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at 
any time by mailing or deliver-
ing a petition to terminate to the 
clerk.  You may obtain a copy of 
a form of a petition to terminate 
independent administration from 
the clerk of court at the above 
address.
   Dated:  October 26, 2020  
  /S/ Anne C. Rennick  
Anne C. Rennick
Attorney for: Estate of Vicki L. 
Rewerts
P.O. Box 90
Wyoming, IL 61491
Ph: (309)-695-4701
Fax: (309)-695-2119
Email: acrennick@yahoo.com
Published 10/30, 11/6, 11/13/20 

JIM MALOOF/REALTOR®

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE, LOCAL PEOPLE
View Color Photos at www.maloofrealty.com

411 S. 7th Street, Wyoming -  
4BR, 1 1/2 Story Home, 1 1/2 BA, Appliances, 
Fireplaces, Generator, 4 Car Garage.
Ryan Breese: (309) 339-5034

$75
,90

0

HOME WARRANTY!
PRICE REDUCED!

17608 State Route 17
3 BR Ranch Home, 2 full baths, 2.5 
Acres with Natural Gas, replacement 
Windows, Hardwood Floors. New 
Stainless Steel Appliances, New 
Septic and Reverse Osmosis. 
Mike Breese: (309) 238-6416

 $1
59

,90
0

PRICE REDUCED!
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By Jeff Lampe
SENECA – Stark County senior Alyssa 

Dyken closed out her Lady Rebels cross 
country career in style last Saturday at the 
Class 1A Seneca Sectional.

Running on a difficult, hilly course in 
the wind, Dyken placed 12th in the first 
heat in a time of 21:30. Her overall finish 
would have advanced Dyken to the state 
meet as an individual, if COVID-19 had not 
caused the cancellation of that event.

“She’s the first runner Stark County has 
had qualify for state as an individual,” 
Rebels Coach Bob Rennick Jr. said, noting 
that his 2018 girls runners reached state as 
a team. “That’s a heck of an accomplish-
ment.”

Rennick said Dyken’s strong season 
started early, when she competed well with 
Annawan-Wethersfield runners. 

“From there, it was like let’s challenge 
ourselves and let’s see what’s in the tank. 
And she just got better and better from 
there,” Rennick said, calling a win at 

Princeville another “turning point” in the 
year for Dyken.

Overall, the Stark County girls placed 
9th out of 14 teams after running second in 
the regionals. 

Heat 2 saw Ashley Orrick (40th, 22:14) 
finish 17th and Lena Becker (42nd, 22:22) 
finish 19th. In the third heat for the girls 
were Paige Rewerts (73rd, 23:33) and Trin-
ity Shimmin (76th, 23:38) who finished 
13th and 15th respectively. 

The fourth and final girls heat featured 
McKenzie Stahl (108th, 26:27) and Riley 
Menssen (110th, 28:58).

Five of Saturday’s runners were seniors: 
Becker, Shimmin, Dyken, Menssen and 
Stahl.

“We put in a great effort on a really 
tough course,” Rennick said. “There was a 
point in the season where sectionals wasn’t 
realistic for us with the injuries and set-
backs we had. Getting out of regionals was 
even questionable. So for them to do what 
they did, I’m really proud of these girls.”

By Jeff Lampe
The future of Illinois high school and 

junior high school basketball remains up 
in the air.

Last week, the Illinois Department of 
Public Health changed its classification 
of basketball to a high-risk sport from its 
previous designation of medium-risk. And 
Gov. JB Pritzker has said that basketball 
can’t be played until spring.

That jeopardizes the Illinois High School 
Association’s scheduled start dates of Nov. 
16 for practices and Nov. 30 for games. But 
the IHSA’s board of directors said last week 
it will not heed the latest IDPH changes 
and, aside from a few additional restric-
tions, will leave the decision of whether or 
not to compete up to local schools.

That has sent local superintendents, 
principals and athletic directors scram-
bling. Concerns center on liability, since 
many insurance companies have informed 

schools they would not be covered if they 
move forward and play.

“Our insurance company has informed 
us our policy does not cover liability as-
sociated with communicable disease. They 
implied other school districts are in the 
same boat,” said Williamsfield Superinten-
dent Tim Farquer, noting representatives 
from the Williamsfield and ROWVA school 
boards were meeting this week

At Stark County, Superintendent Brett 
Elliott informed staff in an email that a 
basketball decision would be made Nov. 16 
by the Stark County School Board.   

A Nov. 2 poll by the Illinois Athletic Di-
rectors Association of 372 athletic directors 
from across Illinois showed 9 percent were 
planning to play basketball, 29 percent 
were not and 62 percent were unsure.

In the mean time, most schools are 
requiring that any practices do not involve 
contact and that players must wear masks.

Dyken closes strong for Stark Co.

Boards to decide basketball’s fate












   




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


Celebrating 50 Years in Business!

Earning Trust, Building Relationships, Protecting Your Future.

127 W. Main St. • PO BOX 129, Toulon, IL 61483
Phone: (309) 286-2221 • Fax: (309) 286-6201
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