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GETTING A BUZZ FROM NATURE New laws for 2021 
Minimum wage up to $11 per hour

By BILL KNIGHT 
For The Weekly Post 

   FARMINGTON – A few days 
before Christmas, Farmington re-
ceived a gift of sorts: Illinois De-
partment of Commerce & 
Economic Opportunity awarded 
the City $100,987 as part of the 
federally funded Local CURE 
Program. 
   “We applied a while back and 
got word on Dec. 21 that we’d 
been approved,” said City Ad-
ministrator Rollen Wright after 
the Council’s meeting that night. 

“The grant is set up to help local 
government with expenses dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
our case, it’s based on all our 
personnel costs for public 
safety.” 
   In other action, the Council 
unanimously approved a tax-levy 
ordinance for the fiscal year from 
May 1, 2020 through April 30, 
2021, providing for $333,550 
levied for budgeted appropria-
tions of $3,163,944. 
   “There’s no change in the levy 
from the previous year,” Wright 

said. 
   The two biggest budgeted ex-
penses are personnel and insur-
ance. The City plans to pay 
$628,000 to all salaried and 
hourly workers, not including 
overtime, and $218,900 for all 
insurance costs (health, unem-
ployment, workers compensa-
tion, property/casualty and life). 
   Aldermen also unanimously 
OK’d an ordinance amending the 
city code restricting police per-
sonnel from employment with 

Busy with bees 
Princeville man aiding insects

By BILL KNIGHT 
For The Weekly Post 

   PRINCEVILLE – Michael Smice isn’t sure 
when he got buzzed about bees, but he and 
fiancé Kristin Snyder remember their first 
hive. 
   “We found a swarm in the yard here when 

we were mowing,” she 
says. “It was in the grass by 
some milkweed.” 
   Smice agrees, adding, “It 
was about six years ago, 
and I corralled them and 
went to Farm King and got 
boxes. Then somebody on 
Facebook needed help with 
a swarm on an apple tree, 

and we helped with that.” 
   Smice, a 43-year-old contractor who grew 
up in Monmouth and now raises German 
shepherds at his rural home north of 
Princeville, had thought about bees for a 
while before the opportunity literally showed 
up outside his door. 
   “We’d talked about it for some time, and 

Continued on Page 5

Farmington OK’d for $100,000 IDCEO reimbursement

Continued on Page 3

   The Villages of Brimfield 
and Yates City are among 
dozens of municipalities 
statewide that have com-
pleted the process to be con-
sidered for federal money 
available through the Illinois 
Department of Commerce & 
Economic Opportunity 
(DCEO), the agency re-
ported. 
   Brimfield’s allotment 

amount is $35,808, but 
DCEO says the village still 
needs to register in the 
agency’s portal. 
   Yates City’s allotment if 
$28,588, but DCEO says it 
still needs to submit certifi-
cations. 
   In The Weekly Post areas, 
Elmwood may be eligible for 
$86,508, Princeville for 

Other area governments to get cash

Michael Smice of Princeville collects bees from a rotten tree to 
move to one of his hives.

Smice

By JEFF LAMPE 
Weekly Post Staff Writer 

   Despite COVID-19 re-
strictions that limited the 
Illinois General Assembly 
to four days of meetings 
last spring, there are new 
laws of note that take ef-
fect on Jan. 1, 2021. 
   • The minimum wage in 
Illinois increases from $10 
to $11 per hour, the third 
increase in a plan that will 
boost the minimum wage 
to $15 per hour by 2025. 
   • Thanks to House Bills 
246/2265, public school 
students will learn about 
the roles and contributions 
of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity while middle school-
ers will receive a semester 
of civics education.  
   • HB 2386 stipulates that 
drivers involved in an acci-
dent that causes injury to 
someone will face a mini-
mum fine of $1,000 and 
could have their license re-

voked. 
   • Another bill impacting 
drivers is SB 1786, which 
stipulates that failure to 
pay a fine for a non-mov-
ing violation will no longer 
result in loss of a driver’s 
license. The idea is you 
can’t pay a parking ticket 
or toll if you can’t drive to 
work. 
   • With the passage of SB 
667, Illinois is now the 
second state to control pay-
ments for prescription in-
sulin, capping out-of- 
pocket costs for patients at 
$100 for a 30-day supply. 
   • Under HB 2818, sur-
vivors of sexual assault or 
stalking can apply to keep 
their addresses confiden-
tial. 
   • HB 2708 sets up a 
process under which law 
enforcement officers can 
use DNA to try to locate 
and identify missing per-
sons.

Continued on Page 2
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Brimfield school board seats new member
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Weekly Post 
  BRIMFIELD – The Brimfield 
school board appointed Mark Bell as 
its newest member during a Dec. 16 
meeting. Bell resides in Brimfield and 
he and his wife 
Annie have three 
children. He re-
places Monte Ken-
ney, who resigned 
as a member.  
   Board member 
Steve Updyke was 
elected as vice 
president of the 
board, replacing Kenney. 
   A bid of $78,038 from Irwin Seating 
Company was accepted and approved 
for the Brimfield Grade School 
bleacher replacement project. Irwin is 
from Altamont and is tentatively 
scheduled to start work on June 1. 
Work should be done by Aug. 6. 
   The board approved a $4,857,984 

tax levy for fiscal year 2021.  
   “Because of the hard work this 
board did last year when we refi-
nanced bonds, we actually drove the 
tax rate down from 4.9 to 4.2 per-
cent,” Superintendent Tony Shinall 
said. 
   The board waived approval of first 
reading for an update to a policy con-
cerning non-public school students 
(including parochial and home-
schooled students). The policy will be 
revisited and would allow for the 
above students to attend Brimfield ed-
ucational programs and participate in 
sports and extracurricular activities. 
   In his report, Shinall said Brimfield 
schools will return to session Jan. 4. 
The administration will track 
COVID-19 during the break and 
monitor its status. 
   Student fees will be reviewed, in 
particular those for technology. Shi-
nall said Brimfield is not charging as 
much as other districts, many of 

which charge $100 for technology. 
   High School Principal Billy Robi-
son said SAT/PSAT test scores aver-
aged 1,014 for seniors compared to 
the 1,006 average score for all Illinois 
students. Juniors averaged 1,073 vs. 
1,054 for the state and 1,041 nation-
ally. Sophomores scored 1,052 vs. the 
state’s 982 average and 956 nation-
wide. Finally, Robison said 84 percent 
of Brimfield students met English and 
math benchmarks vs. 48 percent in 
the state 
   Brimfield Grade School Principal 
Julie Albritton reported: the grade 
school exceeded a goal of 2,000 items 
during a Community Food Drive with 
2,078 items; the school received 31 
pairs of snow boots from Mrs. Kirk-
land and several pairs have been dis-
tributed; basketball and volleyball are 
on hold; speech is via Zoom or 
Google Meets; Scholastic Bowl is 
scheduled for late winter/early spring; 
and chess is currently ongoing. 

CASH: Federal grants
Continued from Page 1
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$71,698 and Williamsfield $23,844.  
   Also, Fulton County government may receive 
$402,753, Knox County $376,764 and Peoria County 
$1,526,775, according to DCEO. 
   Jan. 31 is the final day for local governments to sub-
mit reimbursement requests for this round of alloca-
tions, which include costs incurred through Dec. 30, 
DCEO says. 
   The grants – for units of local government outside of 
Chicagoland – are underwritten by the original Coron-
avirus Relief Fund from the CARES Act, signed into 
law on March 27. 

– Bill Knight 

Bell
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THE WEEK AHEAD

HOT PICKS Ahead  
   s Free Bread – Free bread distributed every Tues-
day at 10 a.m. at Harrison Hall in Brimfield. Call 
(309) 696-4542.  
   s Blood Drive – St. Patrick’s Catholic Church will 
hold a blood drive on Jan. 20 from 12:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
For an appointment, call Ann at (309) 219-3900 or 
visit redcrossblood.org/RapidPass.  
   s Food for Needy  – Food for needy available in 
food pantry in the northeast corner of the grassy lot 
adjacent to St. Patrick’s Church. Sponsored by St. 
Vincent de Paul and Elmwood churches.

ROUTE 150, BRIMFIELD - GREAT ACREAGE! 
14.63 acres w/approx. 6.5-7 acres tillable, timber 
at back of property, quick drive to Grande Prairie. 
Buy now & build your dream home.       $207,000  
NEW LIST! 218 N. 
HOLLY ST., ELM-
WOOD – 4 BR, 3 BA, 
2,190 sq. ft. ranch 
home with attached 
2-car garage.                     $175,000  
MAIN ST. ELMWOOD - FANTASTIC opportunity 
to own your own business! Two separate heat/air 
plus bathroom, storage, office, 12-ft ceilings in 
part of building, parking, HIGH VISIBILITY! Could 
house 1 or 2 businesses. Be your own boss.                            
$129,900  
309 W. FULTON, YATES CITY - CUTE 2 BDR, 1 
bath ranch, 1 car detached garage, NEW roof.   
$34,000  
NEW LIST! 213 W. BISHOP, YATES CITY  

310 E. BISHOP, YATES CITY  
 FAIRGROUND ACRES, ELMWOOD 
–  VERY FEW LOTS left! Reserve 
your lot now!

PENDING!

PENDING!

PENDING!

FARMINGTON: Water lines installed
any other law enforcement or security 
job without the consent of the police 
chief, mayor or City Council. 
   In other news: 
   • Public Works Superintendent Dave 
Ehlers reported that the lining of all 
sewer lines on the west end is expected 
to be completed this week, and new 
water mains have been installed on 

North Elmwood Road, Jennings Avenue, 
East Pearl Street, East Prospect Street, 
North West Street, East Court Street, 
West Court Street and Oak Street. 
   • The City’s Tax Increment Financing 
account showed a payment of $683.75 for 
engineering fees to Maurer-Stutz, leaving 
a Dec. 18 balance of $831,949.62.  
  BILL KNIGHT can be reached at 
bill.knight@hotmail.com

  Bert L. Haskell, Jr. - Owner/Funeral Director • Nicole Reed - Funeral Director 
(309) 385-4414 • haskellfuneral.com

 “Our  
Family  
Serving  

Your Family”

SUPER 
CROSSWORD 

Brought to  
you by...

Answers on Page 8
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GUEST VOICES

Of chainsaws, wet birds and salty nuts
   Maybe the euphoria of a season 
sweep of the Patriots is clouding my 
mind, but suddenly I find plenty of 
blessings to count as we head into the 
New Year. 
   • Chainsaws. I might not have sur-
vived 2020 without Stihl chainsaws 
and a timber filled with trees that 
need tending. The most notable dis-
covery this year came from a blown-
down box elder 
that yielded a co-
pious amount of 
candy cane logs – 
with bright red 
streaks running 
through the split 
wood. We may 
use some of the 
box elder logs for 
bowls or other 
decorative items.    
   • Vaccines. Residents of Farming-
ton Country Manor were vaccinated 
for COVID-19 Monday. Keep the 
cure coming! We need to force Gov. 
Pritzker to let us get back to normal. 
   • Birds. Once upon a time, I 
thought only loony old people cared 
about watching birds from inside 
their homes. No longer. Now I real-
ize that being able to appreciate 
something as trivial as a bird bath 
full of feathers is actually a blessing. 
Or, perhaps, I am just becoming a 
loony old person. Either way, one of 
the best gifts under the tree this year 

was the bird bath heater my wife re-
ceived. Now, on even the coldest 
mornings, our birds always have at 
least a small spot of open water. 
   • The big red iron bar. My greatest 
gift is still the 5-foot, solid iron bar I 
bought a few decades ago. That bad 
boy is always clutch for busting con-
crete, tearing up stumps or for any 
other job where brute force is re-
quired. But the bar may need a new 
blaze orange paint job because, as the 
original paint has worn way, old reli-
able red has developed a remarkable 
skill at going missing. 
   • The NFL. Even COVID-19 could-
n’t derail the NFL, which is above 
the law in so many ways. Thank 
goodness. While it’s sad to see empty 
stadiums, televised NFL games have 
filled a huge entertainment void.  
   • Nuts. My favorite words of advice 
from a doctor are “eat more al-
monds.” Fortunately, my selective 
hearing does not pick up on second-
ary instructions about “unsalted al-
monds.” Smokehouse almonds are 
just so much better than their bland 
counterparts – much the same way 
that dry roasted peanuts are so much 
better than plain or even salted 
peanuts. 
   • Trailers. My philosophy used to 
be that towing anything behind a 
truck was a headache waiting to hap-
pen. But since convincing my sons 
they needed a trailer for their mow-

ing business (which they have not 
used, but did pay for), my life has 
been so much richer. I now find my-
self inventing reasons to haul things.  
   • Catan. Yes, I’ve written about this 
board game before, but any game 
that can generate this much joy de-
serves another mention. We have 
added several expansions to the orig-
inal game (which I would be content 
to play for a few more years) and are 
currently enjoying “Legend of the 
Sea Robbers.” We have also enjoyed 
“Seafarers,” but I find “Cities and 
Knights” too complicated. 
   • Puppies. A hunting season with-
out a dog is like almonds without 
salt, enjoyable, but slightly lacking. 
Thank goodness Russ and Janice 
Nash of Elmwood and Bill and Becky 
Hennenfent of rural Gilson matched 
up their dogs for a timely litter of 
pups. And thanks to all who helped 
convince my wife that we need an-
other dog. Our pup arrives Jan. 9, 
after which joyful chaos will descend 
on our home. Family members are 
still discussing names, which is 
funny. They can call the pup what-
ever they want. His name, like all 
other male dogs I’ve named is Buck. 
“Call of the Wild” sealed that. 
   • 2021. Despite all of these won-
derful blessings, next year has to be 
better than 2020.  
   Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040 or 
jeff@wklypost.com  

Jeff 
LAMPE
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Spencer Curtale, Owner  
Serving All of Central Illinois 

Residential • Commercial • Farm 
Free Estimates!  

309-691-0276 office  
309-222-1152 cell

LET THE MUFFLER BAY CHECK YOUR 
EXHAUST SYSTEM FREE

OPEN: MON. - FRI. • 8:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M.

BEES: Smice ‘wrangles’ disrupted bee clusters 
then it just started,” he said, chuck-
ling. 
   The area has other beekeepers, 
professional and hobbyists. The 
Heart of Illinois Beekeepers Associ-
ation says it has about 70 members; 
Hart’s Honey in rural Kickapoo has 
been keeping bees and producing 
honey for years. So Smice is a rela-
tive novice, but the self-taught en-
thusiast is dedicated – though he’s 
had setbacks, he says. 
   “I learn as I go,” he says. “The 
first year, we lost all the hives. I 
learned how to winterize after that.” 
   Besides honey, bees are an invalu-
able pollinator. Bees – along with 
butterflies, birds, bats, bugs and 
other small animals – move from 
plant to plant carrying pollen on 
their bodies. It’s a vital interaction 
that transfers material key to the re-
productive system of most flower-
ing plants. Those plants range from 
fruits, vegetables and nuts to raw 
materials and fibers, and contribute 
to erosion prevention and other con-

servation positives. 
   Bee populations have been declin-
ing in recent years, but Smice is 
doing his part to protect what he 
can. 
   “I’ve planted thousands of dollars 
of wildflowers around here,” he 
says, smiling. “Bees have a range of 
about five miles. I’m down to three 
hives right now.” 
   On the west side of their property 
by a shallow creek are the hives, 
wrapped in tar paper until spring. 
   Besides his own bees, Smice oc-
casionally becomes a bee “wran-
gler,” gathering up a cluster 
disrupted by the death of a queen or 
damage to a home. He appreciates 
differences in bees and between 
bees and other insects. 
   Not unlike some breeds of dogs 
who are unfairly labeled aggressive, 
handling bees is a matter of how 
they’re treated, he says. 
   “They don’t really sting unless 
they think they’re threatened,” he 
says. “They’re not aggressive like 
wasps: They sting just because.” 

   Most feral bees are easier to deal 
with, he says. 
   “I like the wild ‘mutts’,” he adds. 
“They’re pretty docile.” 
   Sometimes Smice wears a bee suit 
and veil; other times he doesn’t 
need them, he says. 
   “I like the Italian Saskatraz bee,” 
he says. “I got a queen from Iowa; 
that variety is pretty gentle.” 
   Smice said the Saskatraz is a good 
honey producer, fights off mites and 
other vermin and also resists viral 
and fungal problems. 
   But like other animals, even mild 
bees can sense fear. 
   “Bees do,” Smice says. 
   Snyder adds, “Yeah, I can’t do it. 
He goes in with no bee suit unless 
the swarm or whatever is upset; he 
got a lot smarter.” 
   Thanks to Smice’s efforts, some 
bees have a little less to fear.  
   BILL KNIGHT can be reached at 
bill.knight@hotmail.com

Continued from Page 1

S&S FENCING 
ROBERT M. SMITH 

647-7868 
1021 S. MAIN 
CANTON, IL

                  FOR ALL YOUR  
              FENCING NEEDS! 
               FREE ESTIMATES 
            Swimming Pool Fencing  
   Hi-Tensile Power Fence Systems 
      Dog Runs • Kennels • Yards 
     Farm Fence • Polyvinyl Fence 
                              PVC Fencing 
                             Privacy Fence 
                            Tennis Courts 
                    No-Maintenance Fence      

Colossians 3:23
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AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE SALES
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
PEORIA COUNTY 
PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

ONEMAIN FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC,  
PLAINTIFF 
vs. 
LESLIE B. HARLAND; THE 
GREATER PEORIA SANITARY DIS-
TRICT; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
DEFENDANTS 
NO. 19-CH-00477 
Judge Mark A. Brown 
Address: 1208 West Willow Lane 
Peoria, IL 61614 
   NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on October 26, 
2020, I, Sheriff of Peoria County, 
Illinois, will on February 10, 2021 
at the hour of 1:00 PM at the Peoria 
County Courthouse, 324 Main 
Street, Rm B-20, Peoria, IL 61602, 
or in a place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County of Peo-
ria, State of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for 
cash, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate: 
   COMMON ADDRESS: 1208 West 
Willow Lane, Peoria, IL 61614 
   P.I.N.: 14-29-203-008 
   The real estate is improved with a 
single family residence. 
   THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT WAS: 
$97,577.05 
   Sale terms: 25% down by certi-
fied funds; the balance, by certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property is 
subject to real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any represen-
tation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plain-

tiff and in "as is" condition. The sale 
is further subject to confirmation 
by the court. 
   Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after Confirmation 
of the sale. The property will NOT 
be open for inspection and Plaintiff 
makes no representations as to the 
condition of the property. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished to 
check the Court file to verify all in-
formation. 
   Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-1512, 
the amounts of any surplus bid will 
be held by the sheriff until a party 
obtains a Court Order for its distri-
bution, or for 60 days following the 
date of the entry of the order con-
firming sale, at which time, in the 
absence of an order directing pay-
ment of the surplus, it may be au-
tomatically forfeited to the State 
without further notice. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff's attor-
ney: Johnson, Blumberg & Associ-
ates, LLC, 230 W. Monroe St., 
Chicago, IL 60606, telephone 312-
541-9710. Please refer to file num-
ber IL 19 7555. 
   Sheriff of Peoria County, Illinois 
   Johnson, Blumberg, & Associ-

ates, LLC 
   230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 
1125 
   Chicago, Illinois 60606 
   Email: ilpleadings@johnsonblum-
berg.com 

Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 312-541-
9711 
JB&A # IL 19 7555  
Published: 12/31/20, 1/7/21, 
1/14/21 
 

PUBLIC RECORD
    NOTE: Charges are merely an accusa-
tion. All suspects are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law.     
Police reports  
   • PRINCEVILLE – A bad electri-
cal outlet was believed to be the 
cause of a house fire in the 16000 
block of W. Illinois Route 90 in 
Princeville on Dec. 17, according to 
a Peoria County Sheriff’s report. The 
owners of the house had just returned 
home and noticed there was fire near 
the main entrance and the home was 
filled with smoke. Akron Princeville 
Fire Department put out the fire. No 
one was injured. 
   • PRINCEVILLE – A theft from a 
motor vehicle in the 13400 block of 
Princeville-Jubilee Road was re-
ported on Dec. 27, according to a 

Peoria County Sheriff’s report. The 
suspect vehicle was a “sedan with a 
loud exhaust.” 
   • YATES CITY – A Farmington 
resident who owns a hay field in the 
Yates City area reported a damaged 
fence from an apparent hit and run 
during the night of Nov. 7, according 
to a Knox County Sheriff’s report. 
The driver apparently hit a deer and 
then drove through the fence before 
taking off. The deer was still in the 
roadway when police responded. 
   • FARMINGTON – No one was 
injured in a machine shed fire along 
Knox Highway 22 on Dec. 6, accord-
ing to a Knox County Sheriff’s re-
port. The owner stated he had a burn 
barrel going and thought a spark may 
have jumped from the barrel to the 
shed. 

   • WILLIAMSFIELD – When a 
Williamsfield woman went to re-
trieve her truck that had broken down 
on Highway 150E, she discovered 
her license plates had been stolen, ac-
cording to a Dec. 6 Knox County 
Sheriff’s report. The woman named a 
suspect from Dahinda. 
   • YATES CITY – According to a 
Yates City Police Department report, 
Ken Vallas, 44, of Yates City was ar-
rested on Nov. 27 for battery stem-
ming from an incident on Nov. 25. 
He was released with a notice to ap-
pear. 
   • GALESBURG – Knox County 
Sheriff reports regarding unemploy-
ment scams have come out of 
Dahinda, Farmington, and Elmwood 
over the last three weeks.

24001 W. Farmington Road, 
Farmington, IL 61531

College graduates 
   Austin Brodine of Lebanon, Tenn., 
recently graduated from Methodist 
College, Summa Cum Laude with 
his Bachelor in Social Work. He is 
the son of Doug and Lisa Brodine of 
Laura. 

Dean’s List 
   These local college students made 
the Dean’s List for the fall semester: 
   • Jaynee Bowker of Dahinda, ma-
joring in Secondary Education and 
English literature, had a gpa of 3.6 or 

better at Knox College. 
   • Eleanore Burwell of Elmwood 
made the Dean’s List in the College 
of Arts and Sciences at Maryville 
College. 
   • Emilia Crisco of Elmwood made 
the Dean’s List in the College of Arts 
and Sciences at Maryville College. 
   • John Ziemba of Brimfield, whose 
major is undecided, had a gpa of 3.6 
or better at Knox College. 

COVID rate up to 7.4% 
  Illinois reported its third consecu-
tive day with more than 100 COVID-

19 deaths Tuesday. The Illinois De-
partment of Public Health reported 
5,644 new confirmed and probable 
cases of COVID-19, alongside 106 
additional deaths. 
   Statewide, the rolling seven-day 
average case positivity rate from 
Dec. 23-29 was 7.4 percent. That is 
two-tenths of a percentage point 
higher than the seven-day average 
positivity rate reported Monday.  
The rolling seven-day case positivity 
rate has remained below 8 percent 
for 10 consecutive days.

 BRIEFS
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Local woman heads pheasant group
By JEFF LAMPE 

Weekly Post Staff Writer 
   Farmington native Katie 
Kauzlarich-Stockman has 
been named the Illinois 
State Coordinator for 
Pheasants Forever (PF) nd 
Quail Forever (QF). 
   In her new role, Kau-
zlarich-Stockman is re-
sponsible for oversight of 
PF/QF programs and staff 
throughout the state. 
   A native of Farmington, 
Illinois, Kauzlarich-Stock-
man graduated from Au-
gustana College with a 

degree in biology and 
worked as a naturalist at 
Forest Park Nature Center 
in Peoria 
Heights in 
2013 be-
fore join-
ing PF in 
2015 as 
outreach 
coordina-
tor for Illi-
nois. In 
that role, she helped grow 
youth/adult outdoor educa-
tion and recruitment pro-
grams for Illinois’ 41 PF 
chapters and 23 QF chap-
ters representing nearly 
9,000 members.  
   “I look forward to ex-
panding Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever’s mis-

sion in Illinois so current 
and future generations can 
enjoy the diverse habitat 
and hunting that our state 
has to offer,” she said. 
   • Deer hunts – Knox and 
Fulton are among the 20 
Illinois counties open for 
the late-winter, antlerless-
only hunt, which runs 
today through Jan. 3 and 
Jan. 15-17. You can buy 
tags or use unused permits 
from the firearm, muzzle-
loader and youth seasons, 
provided they are for the 
county you are hunting. 
   Muzzleloader hunters 
shot a preliminary total of 
3,447 deer, compared to 
3,076 in 2019. Harvest was 
43 percent bucks.

By BILL KNIGHT 
For The Weekly Post 

   PRINCEVILLE – The 
Village Board on Dec. 22 
did some tidying up in its 
last meeting of 2020, ap-
proving a change to the 
wording of its meeting 
schedule, voting in favor of 
a committee recommenda-
tion for employee Christ-
mas bonuses, and 
discussing other committee 
deliberations. 
   The board in 2021 will 
meeting on the first Mon-
day and the third Tuesday, 
after the first Monday, of 
each month, with the only 
exception a July 6 session 
due to Independence Day 
being celebrated by Village 
staff on Monday, July 5, 
said Village President Jeff 
Troutman.  
   Meetings are 7 p.m. in 
the Village Hall Board 
Room. 
   An ordinance was re-
quired to update the Vil-
lage Code, Troutman said. 
   In other news: 
   • Trustees approved $100 
Christmas bonuses to full-
time workers, and $50 to 
part-timers, as recom-
mended by the Finance 
Committee. 
   • The Pool Committee 
reported that the 
Princeville Aquatic Center 
will be seeking a new man-
ager. Nate Rice, manager 
for more than 10 years, 
will remain to help in a 
transition, Troutman said.

Princeville 
board sets 
2020 slate

Kauzlarich-
Stockman



 

Raymond L. Benson 
   YATES CITY – Raymond LeRoy 
Benson, Sr., 78, of Yates City, passed 
away on Friday, Dec. 18, 2020. 
LeRoy was being visited and com-
forted by his loved ones at Graham 
Hospital in Canton.   
   He was born Feb. 6, 1942, in Can-
ton, Ill., to Raymond and Marjorie 
(Gunther) Benson.  
LeRoy grew up on 
the family farm 
raising Chester 
White Duroc cross 
breed hogs and 
participating in 4-
H and FFA. He 
graduated from 
Yates City High 
School in 1960. A year later he 
joined the U.S. Air Force, where he 
honorably served for 20 years.   
   LeRoy married Charlotte Conley 
on Jan. 11, 1969, in New York. After 
his retirement from the Air Force, 
they moved to Yates City where 
LeRoy worked for the U.S. Postal 
Service. They worshipped and served 
as members of Faith United Presby-
terian Church and were active in sev-
eral Masonic organizations. LeRoy 
was Past Master of Yates City Lodge 
#338 and a member of Royal Arch 
Masons. He and Charlotte enjoyed 
serving as members of the Yates City 
Order of the Eastern Star and were 
current members of the Galesburg 
Chapter. He was a Past Patron of the 
Yates City OES, and it was his great 
honor to serve as Worthy Grand Pa-
tron of the Order of Eastern Star of 
Illinois in 2011-2012. He was also a 
member of the Farmington American 
Legion. 
   As a husband and father, LeRoy 
was beloved by his wife and three 
children. He was a kind and loving 
man who gave his life in service to 
others. 
   He is survived by his wife, Char-
lotte and three children: Tammy 
(Terry) Bjerke of Manvel, N.D.; Ray-
mond (Michelle) Benson, Jr. of 
Galesburg, and Margie (Derek) 
Hagerdorn of Yates City; one sister, 
Louise (Larry) Boyer; 10 grandchil-
dren: Ian (Kathryn), Tanner (Carly), 
Dakota, Mercedys, Trevor, Connor, 
Braden, and Jacob; and 5 great-
grandchildren. 
   He is preceded in death by his par-
ents and one brother, George “Bill” 
(Carol) Benson. 
   A private funeral service will be 
held with immediate family only at 
Oaks-Hines Funeral Home in Elm-

wood. 
   In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made to the Faith United Presby-
terian Church in Yates City or the 
Eastern Star Home in Macon, Ill. 
   To leave online condolences or 
watch the service, please visit 
www.oakshinesfuneralhome.com 
Oaks-Hines Funeral Home and Cre-
matory in Elmwood is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Ronald F. Dwyer 
   EDWARDS – Ronald Francis 
Dwyer, 77, of Edwards, died Thurs-
day, Dec. 24, 2020, surrounded by 
his family at home after an eight-year 
battle with cancer. 
   Ron was a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, Kickapoo where he 
belonged to Bishop Rossati Council 
of the Knights of 
Columbus. As a re-
sult of his deep 
faith and dedica-
tion to Catholic 
Education, he re-
ceived the PRO 
Ecclesia ET Pon-
tific Medallion 
from the Diocese 
of Peoria in 2000, the Peoria Notre 
Dame Foundation award in 2004 and 
the Alumni of the Year Award in 
2017. 
   Ron spent 21 years as a sports offi-
cial in basketball, baseball and foot-
ball. He is a member of the Peoria 
Sports Officials Hall of Fame. In his 
summers away from working in 
schools, he served the Peoria Park 
District as little league director at 
Keller, director of Proctor Center and 
Pool and director of softball leagues 
in Peoria at the Peoria Stadium. Ron 
was a member of the Old Timers 
Sports Club and the Independent 
Sports Club of Peoria.  
   He was a member of the Bradley 
“B” Lettermen’s Club in football and 
baseball, and inducted into the 
Greater Peoria Sports Hall of Fame 
for his accomplishments as a high 
school athlete at Spalding Institute, 
and College Athlete at Bradley, a 
coach (Spalding Football 1967), 
(Spalding Basketball 1969 and 1970) 
(East Peoria Baseball 1973 & 1974) 
and an administrator. Ron worked in 
education for 46 years as a 
teacher/counselor, coach and princi-
pal for: Spalding High School, Lime-
stone High School, East Peoria High 
School, Notre Dame High School, 
Armstrong Oakview Grade School in 
East Peoria, Paul Bolin Grade School 
in East Peoria and Central Junior 

High School in East Peoria. His last 
job in education was principal of St. 
Mary’s Grade School in Kickapoo, 
Ill. After his retirement from (23 
years in public schools and 23 years 
in private schools), he served for 3 
years as a bailiff for the Peoria 
County Court House. 
   From three-sport athlete to Peoria 
Park District Official, teacher, coach, 
administrator and sports official, Ron 
did everything he could to serve oth-
ers with honesty, faithfulness and 
passion always investing himself 
with 100 percent effort. But there 
was one thing he relished above all, 
and that was being known as a good 
and faithful husband, father and 
grandfather. 
   Ron married Margaret MacDonald 
on July 24, 1965, in Peoria. She sur-
vives along with three children: 
Ronald (Stefanie) Dwyer, Ginny L. 
(Doug) Hanley and Rick D. Dwyer; 
seven grandchildren: Daniel, 
Matthew, Cooper, Benjamin, Mada-
lyn, Tucker and Jack: one brother: 
Bernie (Pat) Dwyer and three sisters: 
Patricia Dwyer, Linda (Roger) Kil-
patrick and Mary Hermann. 
Ron was preceded in death by his 
parents and one brother Jack (Patri-
cia) Dwyer. 
   A private Funeral Mass was held at 
St. Mary’s in Kickapoo on Dec. 29, 
2020, with a public burial at St. 
Patrick Cemetery at noon. Father 
Joseph Dondanville officiated. 
   Memorials in Ronald’s memory 
may be made to St. Mary’s Church 
and School in Kickapoo or Peoria 
Notre Dame. 
   Friends and family may sign the 
online guestbook or send private 
condolences by logging onto 
www.wrightandsalmon.com. 

Thomas T. Malmberg 
   BRIMFIELD – Thomas (Tom) T. 
Malmberg, 82, of Brimfield passed 
away Thursday, Dec. 17, 2020, at 
OSF Hospital in Peoria.   
   Born Aug. 27, 1938, to Arnold T. 
and Emily (Moult) 
Malmberg in Ken-
tucky, he grew up 
in New Jersey and 
Connecticut.  
   He is survived by 
his wife Sally, his 
daughter Lauren of 
Elmwood, son 
Scott (Janice) of 
Elmwood, grandson Dane (Kendall), 
and great granddaughter Karsyn of 
Mapleton. He is further survived by 
his sisters Elizabeth (John) Van 
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BRIMFIELD 
Baptist Church of Brimfield 

Pastor Doug Seeley 
321 S. Jefferson St., Brimfield 

(309) 678-2208 
Sun. School: 9:30 am 

Sun. Worship: 10:40 am 
Wed. Bible Study: 7 pm 

St. Joseph 
Catholic Church 
Father John Verrier 

314 W. Clay, Brimfield 
(309) 446-3275 

stjosephbrimfield.org 
Sat. Confession: 3:30-4:45 pm 

Sat. Mass: 5 pm 
Sun. Mass: 10:30 am (10 am in 

the summer) 
Daily Mass: Tues.-Fri. 8 am 

St. Paul’s  
Lutheran Church 

The Lutheran Church -  
Missouri Synod 

“Preaching Christ Crucified” 
“Liturgical & Reverential” 

Pastor Michael Liese 
204 W. Clay St., Brimfield 

(309) 446-3233 
Sun. Divine Service: 10 am 
Brimfield E-Free Church 

Pastor Donald Blasing 
11724 Maher Road 
Brimfield, IL 61517 

(309) 446-3571 
brimfieldefree.org 

Worship: 10:30 am 
Sunday School: 9:30 am 

AWANA: Wed. 6:15 pm, ages 3-12 
Brimfield United 
Methodist Church 

Pastor Roland Millington 
135 S. Galena St., Brimfield 

(309) 573-1833 
Sun. Worship: 9 am 
Sun. School: 9 am 

Wed. Bible Study: 7 pm 
Union Church at Brimfield 

United Church of Christ 
Pastor Stephen Barch 

105 W. Clay Street, Brimfield 
(309) 446-3811 

brimfieldunionchurch.org 
Sunday Worship: 9 am 

Tuesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm 
• First Sunday each month is 
Communion Sunday (gluten-

free communion offered) 
• Youth group meets 2nd Sun-
day each month, 12:30-2 p.m. 

DAHINDA 
Dahinda United Methodist 

Church 
Reverend Teri Shane 

1739 Victoria St., P.O. Box 14 
Dahinda, IL 61428 

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship & Coffee: 10:30- 

11:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 10:40-11:30  

Church: (309) 639-2768    
Pastor’s Office: (309) 639-2389 

Email: williamsfielddahin-
daumc@yahoo.com 

 

DOUGLAS 
Douglas United Methodist 

Church 
Pastor Kristine McMillan 

484 3rd St. 
Yates City, IL 61572 

(NOTE: Church is in Douglas) 
Sunday Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

(Maquon worship: 10:30 a.m.) 
Facebook Live is 10:30 at 
Maquon UM Church page 

 
EDWARDS 

Bethany Baptist Church 
7422 N. Heinz Ln., Edwards 

(309) 692-1755 
bethanycentral.org 

Sun. Worship 8:30 & 10 am 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 

Father Joseph Dondanville 
9910 W. Knox St., Edwards 

(309) 691-2030 
stmaryskickapoo.org 

Sat. Confession: 3-3:45 pm 
Sat. Mass: 4 pm 

Sun. Masses: 7 & 11:00 am 
Mon. Mass: 5:30 pm 

Daily Masses: Wed-Fri. 8 am 
 

ELMWOOD 
Crossroads Assembly of God 

Pastor Tim Cavallo 
615 E. Ash St., Elmwood 

(309) 830-4259 
crossroadselmwood.org 

Wed. Worship: 7 pm 
Sun. Worship: 10:30 am 

Elmwood Baptist Church 
Pastor Bill Cole 

701 W. Dearborn St., Elmwood 
(309) 742-7631, 642-3278 
Sunday School: 9:30 am 

Sun Worship: 10:30 am, 1:15 pm 
Wed. Prayer Meeting: 7 pm 

First Presbyterian Church 
of Elmwood 

Reverend Marla B. Bauler 
201 W. Evergreen, Elmwood 

(309) 742-2631 
firstpresbyterianofelmwood.org 

Sun. Worship: 10:30 am 
Sun. School: 9:30 am 

St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church 

Father Joseph Dondanville 
802 W. Main St., Elmwood 

(309) 742-4921 
Sat. Mass: 5:30 pm 
Sun. Mass: 9 am 
Tues. Mass: 8 am 

Tues. Confession: After mass  
United Methodist Church  

of Elmwood 
Pastor David Pyell 

821 W. Main St., Elmwood 
(309) 742-7221 

elmwoodumc.org 
Sun. Worship: 9 am, 10:30 am 

Youth Sun. School: 9 am 
Adult Sun. School: 8 am 

 
FARMINGTON 

Farmington Bible Church 
Pastor Tony Severine 

497 N. Elmwood Rd. 
Farmington 

(309) 245-9870 
Sunday School: 9:30 

Worship Service: 10:30 
First Presbyterian Church 

of Farmington 
Reverend Andy Sonneborn 

83 N. Cone Street, Farmington 
(309) 245-2914 

firstpresfarmington.com 
Sunday School: 9:15 am 

Worship: 10:30 am 
Fellowship: 11:30 am 

New Hope Fellowship 
Assembly of God 
Pastor Tom Wright 

1102 N. Illinois Route 78 
Farmington 

(309) 231-8076 
Sun. Worship: 10 am 
Wed. Worship: 7 pm 

 
PRINCEVILLE 

Princeville United 
Methodist Church 
Pastor Zach Waldis 

420 E. Woertz, Princeville 
(309) 385-4487 

princevilleumc@mediacombb.net 
Sun. Worship: 9 am 

Sunday School: 10:15 am 
 

St. Mary of the Woods 
Catholic Church 

Monsignor James Kruse 
119 Saint Mary St., Princeville 

(309) 385-2578 
Sat. Confession: 3-3:45 pm 

Sat. Mass: 4 pm 
Sun. Mass: 8 and 9 am 

Mon.-Sat Daily Mass: 8 am 
WILLIAMSFIELD 

St. James 
Catholic Church 
Father John Verrier 

Legion Road Knox Road 1450 N 
Williamsfield 

(309) 446-3275 
stjameswilliamsfield.org 

Sun. Confession: 7:30-8 am 
Sun. Mass: 8 am (8:30 am in 

the summer) 
Williamsfield United 

Methodist Church 
Pastor Teresa Shane 
430 N. Chicago Ave. 

Williamsfield 
(309) 639-2389 

Sun. School: 9:30 am 
Hospitality (coffee & finger 

foods): 10:30 am 
Sun. Worship: 11 am 

YATES CITY 
Faith United Presbyterian 

Church 
Reverend Marla B. Bauler 

107 W. Bishop St., Yates City 
(309) 358-1170 
Worship: 9 am 

Sun. School: 10:15 am 
Thurs. Choir: 7 pm

AREA CHURCHES
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Seters of Ontario and Eunice Mur-
phy of South Carolina. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, and his 
brothers David and John.  
   Tom attended Wheaton College in 
Wheaton, Ill., where he studied 
botany and zoology, played football 
and met Sara (Sally) L. George.  
They married in 1958 in Hanna City.      
   The Peoria area became his 
adopted home town as he lived and 
worked here for 62 years. Tom 
worked as a head of the Traffic Divi-
sion of Caterpillar Inc. for more than 
35 years where he helped create in-
novative transportation systems. He 
retired in 2000. 
   He loved animals and nature; he 
used his property to preserve and 
conserve its natural environment and 
wildlife. He raised cattle and also 
produced and raised Appaloosas and 
Quarter Horses for 20 years. He thor-
oughly enjoyed sports – particularly 
football and basketball, and played in 
racquetball, handball, basketball and 
softball leagues for many years. He 
enjoyed his garden and classic cars. 
In his retirement, he was able to de-
vote all his time to his family, hob-
bies and property. 
   Tom was known for his honesty, 
strength, forthrightness and generos-
ity. He was protective of and devoted 
to his family, and that support ex-
tended to his extended “family” of 
friends. He touched many lives and 
quietly helped those in need. He 
dearly loved children. He was a lov-
ing husband, father and grandfather, 
and his help, support and wise coun-
sel will be missed.  
   Cremation will be accorded and 
services will be private. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to 
The Heart of Illinois Down Syn-
drome Association hoidsa.org/. To 
leave online condolences please visit 
www.sedgwickfuneralhomes.com. 

Bonnie A. McFall 
   ELMWOOD – Bonnie Anne Mc-
Fall, 75, of Elmwood, passed away 
on Sunday, Dec. 20, 2020, sur-

rounded by her family.  
   Bonnie was born to Anthony 
Joseph Ulrich and Margaret Emma 
Swanson, on July 26, 1945, in Cleve-
land, Ohio. She married Harry Glen 
McFall, III, on June 18, 1976. She 
often said, “It was a package agree-
ment.” She was blessed with a loving 
husband and three 
children on the 
same day. Harry 
and Bonnie were 
also blessed to add 
their daughter, 
Beth Margaret, in 
1979. 
   Bonnie is sur-
vived by her hus-
band Harry; her children, Coleen 
McFall Elmwood, Ill., Harry McFall 
(Christen) Elmwood, Matthew Mc-
Fall (Trisha), and Beth Morrell 
(Nathan) Pana, Ill.; 10 grandchildren, 
Kirsten, Hailey, Bridget, Regan, 
Riley, Braden, Kyran, Ada McFall 
and Paige and John Morrell; and 2 
great-grandchildren, Gabriella 
Downing and Kaleb McFall. She is 
also survived by her brother, Joseph 
Ulrich (Lisa) Peoria, Ariz.. Her fa-
ther, mother, and brother, Anthony 
Joseph Ulrich Jr., preceded Bonnie in 
death. 
   In May 1966, Bonnie received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
College of Saint Francis in Joliet, Ill. 
She went on to obtain her Masters of 
Arts in Speech and Language Pathol-
ogy from the University of Iowa.    
Bonnie also earned a teaching certifi-
cate in special education. She started 
her teaching career for the 
Bridgeview-Justice School District.   
She was a teacher for the majority of 
her career for the Farmington School 
District. After retirement, she contin-
ued teaching and volunteering at 
Pleasant Hill School District. Bonnie 
spent over 40 years in education. 
   Bonnie was baptized into the 
Christian faith as an infant. She 
maintained that faith and rejoiced 
in the worship of God with all who 
believe that the Bible is the Holy 

Word of God. She believed 
that Jesus is the only way to God.    
For the past five years, Bonnie has 
worshipped and studied with the 
Christian Church family at Cross-
roads Assembly of God Church in 
Elmwood. Bonnie was also an active 
member of Elmwood’s PEO Chapter. 
   In lieu of flowers, please send me-
morials to the Crossroads Assembly 
of God Food Bank. 
   A private service for the family and 
a Celebration of Life will be held at a 
later date. 
   To leave online condolences, 
please visit www.oakshinesfuneral-
home.com. 
   Oaks-Hines Funeral Home and 
Crematory in Elmwood is in charge 
of arrangements. 

Susan M. McKeever 
   FARMINGTON – Susan Marie 
McKeever, 60, of Farmington, 
passed away Friday, Dece. 18, 2020, 
at her home in Farmington. 
   She was born on Oct. 2, 1960, to 
Paul McKeever 
and Mary (Sto-
baugh). They both 
preceded her in 
death. 
   She is survived 
by two children, 
Jason (Cassie) 
Kling of Yates 
City, and Jeremy 
(Kim) Kling of Creve Coeur; three 
brothers, John McKeever, Mitch Sto-
baugh, and Jim McKeever; two sis-
ters, Cathy Passmore, and Debbie 
VanHouten; seven grandchildren, 
Ricki, Avery, Jasmine, Lily, Christo-
pher, Caleb and Emma; and one 
great grandchild on the way. 
   Cremation rites have been ac-
corded. 
   Oaks-Hines Funeral Home and 
Crematory in Elmwood is assisting 
the family with arrangements. 
   To leave online condolences 
please visit www.oakshinesfuneal-
home.com. 

More Obituaries, Page 12
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OBITUARIES
Mary Jo Montgomery 

   EAST PEORIA – Mary Jo Mont-
gomery, 60, of East Peoria, Ill., died 
at 1:50 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 17, 
2020, at her home. 
   She was born on Dec. 11, 1960, in 
Peoria, Ill., to Robert and Mary Em-
erick Short. 
   Surviving is her mother, Mary 
Short of Peoria, IL, two children, 
Penny (Brad) 
Womacks of 
Champaign, Ill., 
and Clayton Mont-
gomery (Meghan 
Frost) of Pesotum, 
Ill.; one grand-
daughter, Elsa 
Jolee Womacks of 
Champaign; one 
brother, Steve (Bonnie) Short of 
Brimfield, Ill.; two sisters, Theresa 
(Dean) Anderson of Eureka, Ill., and 
Janet (George) Stenger of Brimfield. 
   She was preceded in death by her 
father and grandparents. 
   Jo obtained her bachelor’s degree 
and her master’s degree from Eastern 
Illinois University and was a great 
basketball player at Brimfield High 
School, #21. She enjoyed writing, 
gardening and doing pottery. She was 
also a self- taught piano player and 
enjoyed fishing and vacationing in 
Minnesota. She also was a Tennessee 
Squire. 
   She worked at Eastern Illinois Uni-
versity for over 25 years where she 
was an Administrative Aide with the 
School of Technology. She later 
worked at University of Illinois Col-
lege of Medicine – Peoria, as a Busi-
ness Administration Associate for the 
OB/GYN Department. She retired in 
2019. 
   Cremation rites will be accorded. 
Deiters Funeral Home and Crema-
tory in Washington is assisting the 
family with arrangements. 
   Memorials may be made to a char-
ity of the donor’s choice. 
   Jo’s memorial website is available 
at www.deitersfuneralhome.com 
where condolences may also be sent 
to her family. 

Amanda K. Sluga Shay 
   CHAMPAIGN – Amanda Kay 
Sluga Shay, 36, of Champaign, 
passed peacefully amongst family at 
Barnes Jewish Hospital in St. Louis 
on Sunday, Dec. 20, 2020, at 2:15 
pm after a courageous 7-month battle 
with Leukemia.  
   Amanda was born May 14, 1984, 
in Peoria, Ill., the 
daughter of James 
and Melody (Spur-
lock) Sluga of 
Elmwood, Ill. 
They survive, 
along with her 
brother, Douglas 
Sluga of Elmwood. 
   Amanda married 
Bryan Shay of Delavan, Ill., on Oct. 
1, 2005. Bryan and Amanda shared 
three beautiful daughters, Ella (13), 
Ava (11) and Sophia (8). They later 
divorced but remained a family.   
   Joel Schneider flew into Amanda’s 
life in 2016 with his two beautiful 
daughters, Tegan (10) and Rylee (8).  
Joel helped Amanda overcome her 
fear of flying and together they set 
out to see the world. Never a dull or 
quiet moment with him at her side to 
the very, very end.   
   Amanda was fierce. Her spirit and 
tenacity guided every part of her life: 
her girls, her work, her love of her 

family, her protection of them, her 
desires for them, her goals and 
dreams for them. Amanda loved and 
lived as passionately as her spirit al-
lowed. There is a huge gap and 
empty space where Amanda’s laugh-
ter, comments, smile and spirit once 
danced.  
   Amanda is survived by her parents, 
her brother and her beautiful, 
blended family: Bryan and their three 
girls, Ella, Ava, and Sophia, Joel and 
his two girls, Tegan and Rylee, and 
all of the rest of us who love and will 
miss her dearly.   
   Our family wishes to thank all the 
untold heroes. Those who donated 
bone marrow, platelets, plasma and 
blood-the precious cells that gave 
Amanda the life necessary to carry 
on and fight this battle until the end, 
the entire medical team at Barnes 
Jewish Hospital who provided their 
expertise and compassion, and our 
extended families who gave us the 
strength and courage to endure.   
   Memorials for Amanda are encour-
aged by the way of becoming a 
donor. You may become a bone mar-
row donor with Be The Match organ-
ization. You may donate platelets, 
plasma and blood through your local 
American Red Cross. We encourage 
consideration of donating your new-
born’s umbilical cord which can save 
the life of another. A GoFundMe has 
been set up for Bryan Shay and their 
girls.  
   Cremation has been accorded. A 
memorial service will be scheduled 
for a later date.   

Robert E. Wolschlag 
   ELMWOOD – Robert (Bob) E. 
Wolschlag, 87 of Arizona, formerly 
of Elmwood, passed away at 2 a.m., 
Friday, Dec. 25, 2020, at The Palms 
in Sun City, Ariz.  
   He was born on 
March 30, 1933, in 
Peoria, Ill., to 
Chester and Mary 
(Parr) Wolschlag. 
Robert grew up in 
Knox County and 
graduated from 
Yates City High 
School. He mar-
ried Charlene At-
water on June 22, 1957, at the 
Presbyterian Church in Yates City. 
They were married for 63 years and 
she survives him. 
   He is also survived by his children, 
Donald (Gayle) Wolschlag of Sun 
City West, Ariz., and Ronald (Jane) 
Wolschlag of Normal, Ill.; six grand-
children, Denise Wolschlag of Nor-
mal, Scott Wolschlag of 
Bloomington, Ill., Kimberly (Matt) 
Simonsen of Surprise, Ariz., Mark 
Wolschlag of Chandler, Ariz., Brett 
Wolschlag of Champaign, Ill., and 
Stephen Wolschlag (Yasari Molina) 
of Glendale, Ariz.; sister, Florence 
McAlister of Elmwood and sister-in-
law, Betty (Burdess) Wolschlag of 
Bartonville along with several 
nephews and nieces. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, two brothers, 
Howard and Earl Wolschlag, and two 
sisters, Shirley Reaktenwalt and Mar-
ilyn Bomhold. 
   Robert served in the Air Force and 
Korean War retiring as a Master Ser-
geant in 1963 and was a lifetime 
member of the American Legion 
Post #638. He retired from Caterpil-
lar after 32 years, had a self-em-
ployed trenching business until 1995 
and was a member of the Illinois 

Land Improvement Contractors As-
sociations (ILICA). Robert was also 
a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Elmwood. As an avid trav-
eler, Robert enjoyed taking pictures 
while traveling with his wife to many 
places. A few places they traveled to 
were China, Switzerland, Alaska, 
Scotland, Germany, Austria, Greece, 
Greenland, Thailand, Kenya, Mo-
rocco and Canada. He was also a 
member of camera clubs in both Peo-
ria and Sun City, where he had a 
great number of special friends.   
   He was a fan of the St Louis Cardi-
nals (as an avid Cub fan, his wife 
wanted to leave this out, but his sons 
wouldn’t allow it) and the Green Bay 
Packers. Bob was very proud of his 
children and grandchildren and en-
joyed their activities. 
   A private service will be held with 
immediate family only. Burial will 
follow at Elmwood Township Ceme-
tery. Due to COVID concerns, a cele-
bration of life will be held on a later 
date at the First Presbyterian Church 
in Elmwood. In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to the First 
Presbyterian Church in Elmwood or 
memorial of the donor’s choice. 
To leave online condolences or view 
Robert’s service, please visit 
www.oakshinesfuneralhome.com 
   Oaks-Hines Funeral Home and 
Crematory in Elmwood is in charge 
of arrangements. 

Christopher M. Vicary 
   ELMWOOD – Christopher Mad-
dox Vicary, 3, of Elmwood passed 
away at 6:28 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 17, 
2020, in the loving arms of his 
mother at OSF HealthCare Saint 
Francis Medical Center in Peoria.  
   Christopher was born April 25, 
2017, in Peoria. He 
was the beloved 
son of Megan 
Marie Miller and 
Mark Wayne Vic-
ary. 
   He is survived by 
his parents; four 
siblings, Chance 
Vicary, Michael 
Vicary, Mitchel 
Vicary and MacKenzie Vicary; his 
grandparents, Johnna Ingersoll of 
Peoria and Stuart Ingersoll of Elm-
wood; along with a great-grandfa-
ther, John Wilson of Elmwood. He 
also leaves many aunts, uncles and 
cousins. 
   He was preceded in death by 
grandparents, Frank and Sharon 
“Jean” Vicary and his great-grand-
mother, Mary Wilson. 
   Christopher will be remembered 
for his sweet spirit, amazing person-
ality and his attention to detail.    
Christopher showed love to everyone 
and had an amazing drive and deter-
mination. His love for tractors, farm-
ing, cars, building blocks and his 
family was undeniable. 
   Funeral services were Dec. 23, 
2020, at Preston-Hanley Funeral 
Homes & Crematory in Pekin. The 
Rev. Stephen W. Barch officiated. 
Burial followed in Elmwood Ceme-
tery. Memorial contributions given to 
the family will be distributed to an-
other family dealing with childhood 
cancer. 
   The family would like to extend 
their gratitude for the continuing love 
and support of friends and family, 
Preston-Hanley Funeral Home, and 
their friends and co-workers at Uni-
tyPoint Health-Methodist.  
   To express condolences online, 
visit www.preston-hanley.com. 
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TRIVIA TEST By Fifi Rodriguez  
1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of 
the Canadian province British Colum-
bia? 
2. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which uni-
versity or college has sports teams with 
the nickname “Golden Gophers”? 
3. MEASUREMENTS: How many cups 
equal 1 quart? 
4. TELEVISION: What was the name of 
the mansion in the TV series “Dark 
Shadows”? 
5. ANATOMY: What are the tissues that 
hold bones together? 
6. SCIENCE: What is the study of plants 
called? 
7. MOVIES: What are the main food 
groups, according to Buddy in the 
movie “Elf”? 
8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the sci-
entific adjective used to describe fish? 
9. CURRENCY: What is the basic cur-
rency of Haiti? 
10. INVENTIONS: Who is credited with 
the invention of vaccines?  
Answers 
1. Victoria 
2. University of Minnesota 
3. Four 
4. Collinwood 
5. Ligaments 
6. Botany 
7. Candy, candy canes, candy corns     
    and syrup 
8. Piscine 
9. Gourde 
10. Edward Jenner 
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc. 

FOR ANSWERS 
SEE PAGE 8

 
1. Monster Hunter (PG-13)  
2. The Croods: A New Age (PG)  
3. Fatale (R)  
4. Elf (PG)  
5. Half Brothers (PG-13)  
6. The Polar Express (G)  
7. Freaky (R)  
8. The War with Granpa (PG)  
9. National Lampoon’s Christmas  
    Vacation (PG-13)  
10. How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas (PG)  

2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

VIDEOS ON DEMAND

uuu 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
PEORIA COUNTY 
PEORIA, ILLINOIS 

ONEMAIN FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC,  
PLAINTIFF 
vs. 
LESLIE B. HARLAND; THE GREATER 
PEORIA SANITARY DISTRICT; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
DEFENDANTS 
NO. 19-CH-00477 
Judge Mark A. Brown 
Address: 1208 West Willow Lane 
Peoria, IL 61614 
   NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on October 26, 
2020, I, Sheriff of Peoria County, Illi-
nois, will on February 10, 2021 at the 
hour of 1:00 PM at the Peoria 
County Courthouse, 324 Main Street, 
Rm B-20, Peoria, IL 61602, or in a 
place otherwise designated at the 
time of sale, County of Peoria, State 
of Illinois, sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described real 
estate: 
   LOT TWENTY (20) IN WILLOW 
LANE, A SUBDIVISION OF THE MID-
DLE TEN (10) ACRES OF THE WEST 
THIRTY (30) ACRES OF THE NORTH 
HALF (N1/2) OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER (NE1/4) OF SECTION 
TWENTY-NINE (29), TOWNSHIP 
NINE NORTH (T9N), RANGE EIGHT 
EAST (R8E) OF THE FOURTH PRIN-
CIPAL MERIDIAN; SITUATE, LYING 
AND BEING IN THE COUNTY OF 
PEORIA, AND STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
   COMMON ADDRESS: 1208 West 
Willow Lane, Peoria, IL 61614 
P.I.N.: 14-29-203-008 
   The real estate is improved with a 
single family residence. 
   THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT WAS: 
$97,577.05 
   Sale terms: 25% down by certified 
funds; the balance, by certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four (24) 
hours. The subject property is sub-
ject to real estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered 

for sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and in 
"as is" condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court. 
   Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after Confirmation of the 
sale. The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and Plaintiff makes no 
representations as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders 
are admonished to check the Court 
file to verify all information. 
   Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-1512, 

the amounts of any surplus bid will 
be held by the sheriff until a party 
obtains a Court Order for its distribu-
tion, or for 60 days following the 
date of the entry of the order con-
firming sale, at which time, in the ab-
sence of an order directing payment 
of the surplus, it may be automati-
cally forfeited to the State without 
further notice. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 

   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For information: Examine the court 

file or contact Plaintiff's attorney: 
Johnson, Blumberg & Associates, 
LLC, 230 W. Monroe St., Chicago, IL 
60606, telephone 312-541-9710. 
Please refer to file number IL 19 
7555. 
   Sheriff of Peoria County, Illinois 
Johnson, Blumberg, & Associates, 
LLC 

230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 1125 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Email: ilpleadings@johnsonblum-
berg.com 
Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 312-541-
9711 
JB&A # IL 19 7555 
I3161956  
Published 12/31/20, 1/7/21, 1/14/21

 LEGAL ADS - Call (309) 741-9790

NOTICE OF CLAIM DATE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS, PEORIA COUNTY 
In the Matter of the Estate of ) 
JOAN K. McNEELEY, Deceased )  No.  20 P 00423 
 
   Notice is given to creditors of the death of JOAN K. McNEELEY 
on December 21, 2020.  Letters of Office were issued by the Court 
to JACQUELINE L. GILLES, 18623 W. Troxell Road, Princeville, 
Illinois, and FREDERICK ELLIS McNEELEY, 620 E. Main Street, 
Princeville, Illinois, as Co-Executors, whose attorney of record is 
KERRY R. CORDIS, Attorney at Law, 129 N. Walnut Avenue, P. O. 
Box 445, Princeville, Illinois  61559. 
   Claims against the estate may be filed in the Circuit Clerk's Office, 
Peoria County Courthouse, Peoria, Illinois, or with the representa-
tive, or both, on or before the 1st day of July, 2021 or if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from the representative is required by Sec. 18-3 
of the Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.  Every 
claim filed must be in writing and state sufficient information to no-
tify the representative of the nature of the claim or other relief 
sought. Any claim not filed on or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the clerk must be mailed or delivered by 
the claimant to the representative and to the attorney within ten 
(10) days after it has been filed. 
   Dated: December 31, 2020. 

JACQUELINE L. GILLES and  
FREDERICK ELLIS McNEELEY,  
Co-Executors of the Estate of  
JOAN K. MCNEELEY, Deceased  

Kerry R. Cordis
The Cordis Law Office, LLC       
Attorney for Co-Executors      
129 N. Walnut Avenue BY: /S/      Kerry R. Cordis   
P. O. Box 445           Attorney for Estate 
Princeville, IL  61559 
309/385-4616 
Published 12/31/20, 1/7/21, 1/14/21
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FOR RENT  

• DOWNTOWN ELMWOOD: Avail-
able immediately, upstairs loft 
apartment. Roomy, lots of light, 
exposed brick, very nice. Large 
storage room with laundry hook-
ups. All kitchen appliances pro-
vided. Garbage and water service 
included in rent. Security deposit, 
first  month’s rent and one year 
lease required. $500 per month. 
No pets allowed. Serious inquiries 
only (309) 742-8373. 
• ELMWOOD: One bedroom up-
stairs apartment in downtown 
Elmwood. Available immediately, 
great location. Need to see to ap-
preciate. Low utility bills.  
Washer/dryer connections, all 
kitchen appliances provided. 
Garbage & water service included 
in rent. Security deposit, first 
month’s rent and one-year lease 
required. $550 per month. Sorry 
no pets allowed. Serious inquiries 
only (309) 742-8373. 

SERVICES 

• TAX PREPARATION: Gia-
cobazzi’s Income Tax offers tax 
preparation, accounting and pay-
roll services. Information can be 
dropped off in Farmington at 
34825 N. Diamond Point Rd. 
Email office@giacobazzitax.com 
or call (309) 685-8003.  
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos & 
farm equipment. Total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 
• CHARLIE’S CYCLE: ATV Re-
pairs, most batteries in stock for 
all ATVs. Snowplow and winch 
special, also tires sold and in-
stalled. Free calendars. Charlie's 
Cycle Supply, 3521 St. Rt. 78, 
West Jersey. (309) 995-3319 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Central Boiler certified Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. Prices start as low 
as $6,900. Call today (309) 565-

4300. 
• MINI EXCAVATOR/SKIDLOADER 
SERVICE: Tile repair, water lines, 
electric lines, etc. (309) 208-1426. 

FOR SALE 

• MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Hay, 
many types (square & round) also 
stalk bales; Feeder calves, freezer 
beef (hormone free); 20’ disk’; 
Oliver gravity wagon; Ford 3000 
tractor & loader; 4-bottom plows; 
small chisel plow; Ford 4000 
backhoe; hydraulic driven, tele-
scoping auger for gravity wagon; 
94 Ford Ranger (no rust); Honda 
110 three wheeler; skidsteer 
bucket; John Deere 8’ three-point 
blade; 12’ single gang disc; pair of 
28Lx26 tires & wheels; firewood 
(some cut and uncut); 66-77 
Bronco parts; Ford 6000 tractor 
parts; 6 cyl. Ford Funk tractor; 
New Holland TR70 parts; Honda 
750 motor; antique can, beer can, 
& bottle collection; large record 
collection; large collection of car 
magazines; four Chevy dealer pro-
motional tapes; 66, 70-72 Mus-
tangs (’71 very nice). (309) 

565-4440. 
• WASHING MACHINE: Wyoming, 
call for details (309) 678-0931. 

ANTIQUES 
• ANTIQUES: Baysingar’s Used & 
Antique Furniture: Large selection 
of Shabby Chic all real wood furni-
ture, cottage white w/ finished top. 
Always buying older wood furni-
ture. Check out Baysingar’s Face-
book, 1135 Railroad Ave (Rt. 34, 
East), Kewanee (309) 883-0164. 

HELP WANTED 
• BO/GAR ENTERPRISES, INC: 
1st shift Saw Operator & 2nd shift 
CNC Machinist. Apply in person, 
401 S Main Ave, Wyoming, IL 
61491, (309) 695-2025. 

THANK YOU 

   • I would like to thank everyone 
who signed my special Christmas 
tree at Jordan’s. I was so over-
whelmed. I will never forget my 
special customers. Thank you. 

       – Bonnie Roberts 
• For free thank-yous in this 
space, call (309) 741-9790 or 
email news@wklypost.com.

CLASSIFIED ADS - Call (309) 741-9790


