
By Jeff Lampe
Despite COVID-19 restrictions 

that limited the Illinois General 
Assembly to four days of meet-
ings last spring, there are still a 
few new laws of note that take 
effect on Jan. 1, 2021.

• The minimum wage in Illinois 
increases from $10 to $11 per 
hour, the third increase in a plan 
that will eventually boost the 
minimum wage to $15 per hour 
by 2025.

• Thanks to House Bills 
246/2265, public school students 
will learn about the roles and 
contributions of the LGBTQ+ 
community while middle school-
ers will receive a semester of 
civics education.

• HB 2386 stipulates that driv-
ers involved in an accident who 
are using a cellular phone that 
causes injury to someone will 
face a minimum fine of $1,000 

and could have their license 
revoked.

• Another bill impacting drivers 
is SB 1786, which stipulates that 
failure to pay a fine for a non-
moving violation will no longer 
result in loss of a driver’s license. 
The idea is you can’t pay a park-
ing ticket or toll if you can’t drive 
to work.

• With the passage of SB 667, 
Illinois is now the second state to 
control payments for prescrip-
tion insulin, capping out-of- 
pocket costs for patients at $100 
for a 30-day supply.

• Under HB 2818, survivors of 
sexual assault or stalking can 
apply to keep their addresses 
confidential.

• HB 2708 sets up a process 
under which law enforcement 
officers can attempt to use DNA 
to try to locate and identify miss-
ing persons.
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The Prairie News

By Bill Knight
Michael Smice isn’t sure when he got buzzed 

about bees, but he and fiancé Kristin Snyder 
remember their first hive.

“We found a swarm in the yard here when 
we were mowing,” she says. “It was in the grass 
by some milkweed.”

Smice agrees, adding, “It was about six years 
ago, and I corralled them and went to Farm 
King and got boxes. Then somebody on Face-
book needed help with a swarm on an apple 
tree, and we helped with that.”

Smice, a 43-year-old contractor who grew up 
in Monmouth and raises German shepherds 
at his rural home north of Princeville, had 
thought about bees for a while before the op-
portunity literally showed up outside his door.

“We’d talked about it for some time, and then 
it just started,” he said, chuckling.

The area has other beekeepers, professional 
and hobbyists. The Heart of Illinois Beekeep

By John A. Ballentine
WYOMING – The nearly 100-

year-old Toulon High School 
building is scheduled for demoli-
tion in May of 2022. 

That was the news from 
Farnsworth Group Architectural 
Manager Scott Burge, who made 
a Dec. 21 presentation to Stark 
County School Board members 
and spelled out a construction 
timeline for the new high school 
structure.

Burge said the new high school 
is to be located adjacent to and 
south of the existing gymnasium 
at the Toulon campus, with the 
administration portion of the 
school on the west side of the 
new building. In addition, a long 
north-south corridor will be 
constructed from the existing Ju-
nior High (former Toulon Grade 

School) to the new structure.
Burge’s timeline shows that 

design work will occur from now 
until June of 2021, after which the 
bidding process will commence. 
Construction would begin in 
August, and the old high school 
building would be demolished 
once the new school is built. The 
new school would open in 2022. 
Burge said the schedule is still 
evolving because school board 
members will be involved with 
inputs.

As part of the project, a small 
portion of the old school build-
ing will be renovated, as will the 
Junior High School. Burge said he 
believes the proposed $15 million 
price tag for this project is still 
feasible, although Representative 
Caleb Wyss, of CORE Construc-
tion, presented a preliminary 

project budget of $15,120,677 and 
later a $15,327,675 project cost 
analysis.

Bernardi Securities, Inc. Vice 
President John Vezzetti explained 
that the project’s $15 million 
price tag was still lacking $6.5 
million because only $3.5 million 
was approved by the Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE) for 
Stark’s school district to issue in 
Health/Life Safety bonds. 

Another $5 million will come 
from working bonds, meaning 
$8.5 million has been set for bond 
issuance. Superintendent Brett 
Elliott wrote that Vezzetti said 
“the possibility of issuing debt 
certificate in the amount needed, 
along with health safety funding 
to meet our renovation budget 
needs” could occur.

In other agenda items, board 

member Brian Rewerts informed 
the board that Robert H. Ren-
nick, Jr. and Robin Nowlan have 
resigned from the Stark County 
Education Foundation and were 

replaced by Sarah Steighorst and 
Ryan Boarman. Additionally, the 
Foundation awarded five teach-
ers grants totaling $2,969.

New laws for 2021
Minimum wage up to $11 per hourBusy with bees

Stark Co. man aids insects
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GETTING A BUZZ FROM NATURE

Michael Smice of rural Princeville collects 
bees from a rotten tree.

Toulon High School to be demolished in May of 2022
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Wishing You A Happy New Year!

Prairie News photos/John A. Ballentine
Shown is the Toulon High School building, which is set to be 
demolished in 2022 after a new high school is constructed.
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ers Association says it has about 70 
members. So Smice is a relative nov-
ice, but the self-taught enthusiast is 
dedicated – though he’s had setbacks, 
he says.

“I learn as I go,” he says. “The first 
year, we lost all the hives. I learned 
how to winterize after that.”

Besides honey, bees are an invalu-
able pollinator. Bees – along with 
butterflies, birds, bats, bugs and other 
small animals – move from plant to 
plant carrying pollen on their bodies. 
It’s a vital interaction that transfers 
material key to the reproductive sys-
tem of most flowering plants. Those 
plants range from fruits, vegetables 

and nuts to raw materials and fibers, 
and contribute to erosion prevention 
and other conservation positives.

Bee populations have been declin-
ing in recent years, but Smice is doing 
his part to protect what he can.

“I’ve planted thousands of dollars 
of wildflowers around here,” he says, 
smiling. “Bees have a range of about 
five miles.”

On the west side of their prop-
erty by a shallow creek are the hives, 
wrapped in tar paper until spring.

Besides his own bees, Smice oc-
casionally becomes a bee “wrangler,” 
gathering a cluster disrupted by the 
death of a queen or damage to a 
home. He appreciates differences in 

bees and between bees and other 
insects. Most feral bees are easier to 
deal with, he says.

“I like the wild ‘mutts’,” he adds. 
“They’re pretty docile.”

Sometimes Smice wears a bee suit 
and veil; other times he doesn’t need 
them, he says.

“I like the Italian Saskatraz bee,” he 
says. “I got a queen from Iowa; that 
variety is pretty gentle.”

Smice said the Saskatraz is a good 
honey producer, fights off mites and 
also resists viral and fungal problems.

But like other animals, even mild 
bees can sense fear. Thanks to Smice’s 
efforts, some bees have a little less to 
fear.

BEES: Smice ‘wrangles’ disrupted clusters

STARK COUNTY: Principal Utsinger resigning
Elliott said that students’ 

Christmas break began on 
Dec. 22 and a scheduled 
return to classes is set for 
Jan. 5.

The board approved:
• The 2020 tax levy for the 

school district.
• The solar power pur-

chase agreement with 
Future Green on a solar 
power project.

• The resignation of 
High School and Junior 
High School Principal Jeff 
Utsinger, effective June 30, 
2021. 

The search to find a 
replacement for Utsinger is 

being planned.
• The resignation of Mari-

lyn Ely as school nurse, 
effective immediately.

Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC RECORD/THIS ‘N THAT
Traffic citations &
Ordinance violations

12-13 – Jennifer C. Fink - 
Driving 15-20 mph above 
limit.

12-13 – Casey C. Smith - 
Driving 15-20 mph above 
limit.

12-13 – Sylvia M. Lemons 
- Driving 15-20 mph above 
limit.

12-22 – Brandon D. Platt-
ner - Driving 21-25 mph 
above limit.

12-23  –  Dylan M. Allen 
- Speeding 35+ mph over 
limit.

12-22 –  Hector H. Lo-
zano - Driving 15-20 mph 
above limit.

Felonies & 
Misdemeanors

12-17 – Felony: Ste-
ven R. Duffin - Criminal 
damage to government 
property<$500, fleeing/
attempt to elude an officer, 
and reckless driving.

Incidents & Accidents
Stark County

11-18 – A two-vehicle 
accident occurred on North 
Valley Blacktop at the inter-
section of Route 91. Drivers 
involved were Vanessa Cas-
taneda, 23, of Weslaco, Texas, 
and Davod O. Campbell, 58, 
of Wyoming. Castaneda was 
traveling west on the North 
Valley Blacktop when she 
failed to stop at the intersec-
tion and struck Campbell’s 
vehicle. No injuries were 
reported but Castaneda was 
ticketed for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident, 
driving without a valid 
driver’s license, driving with-
out insurance and failure to 
stop at a stop sign.

11-12  – Robert S. Patteson, 
34, Orland Park, was cited 
for failure to reduce speed to 
avoid an accident, failure to 
report an accident and for 
involvement in an accident 
involving damage. He was 
released with a court date.

11-22 – A single-vehicle 
accident occurred on the 
Osceola Road at the inter-
section of the West Osceola 
Road 1750N and the Elmira 
Road 800E. The driver was 
identified as a 15-year-old 
Kewanee teen who was driv-
ing with a parent traveling 
east on the Osceola Road. 
The driver attempted to turn 
south onto Elmira Road and 
overcorrected the vehicle 
before striking a northbound 
stop sign. No injuries were 
reported and no citations 

were issued.
11-23  –  A single-vehicle 

accident occurred on 1700E 
and 450N. The driver was 
Kane H. Newton, 18, of 
Speer, who was travel-
ing south on 1700E where 
reportedly he saw a coyote 
in the road and lost control 
of the vehicle avoiding the 
animal. The vehicle rolled 
onto its top. No injuries were 
reported, but a possible 
ticket is pending.

12-14  – A Wyoming 
resident in the 400 block of 
South Sixth Street reported 
being a victim of a fraudu-
lent unemployment claim. 
An investigation continues.

12-15  – Jerry L. Cade, 
52, Bradford, was issued a 
notice to appear for viola-
tion of the Firearm Owner’s 
Identification Card Act. He 
was issued a date to appear.

12-17 – Steven R. Duffin, 
58, Putnam, was arrested 
for aggravated fleeing or 
attempting to elude police, 
aggravated battery to a 
peace officer, criminal 
damage to government 
supported property, armed 
violence, failure to report an 
accident, and being involved 
in a vehicle accident involv-
ing damage to a vehicle. He 
posted $750 cash bond and 
was released with a court 
date to appear.

12-7 – Thomas M. Lev-
erette, 32, Bradford, was 
ticketed for driving on a sus-
pended license and released 
with a notice to appear.

12-22 – Robert J. Kremer, 
60, Galva, was cited for driv-
ing an uninsured vehicle 
and released with a notice to 
appear.

12-24 – A domestic prob-
lem was handled at a rural 
LaFayette residence located 
on 100E.

12-25  – A domestic prob-
lem was handled at a rural 
Toulon address at 400N.

12-28 –  A high-speed 
chase that began in Wyo-
ming after an attempted 
traffic stop ended after a 
“pit maneuver” was per-
formed on the alleged sto-
len vehicle. Stark County 
Deputy Dawson Nuding 
pursued a Chevrolet SUV 
at speeds up to 115 mph 
through Stark County and 
into Marshall County.

The chase went from 
southern Wyoming to 
North Valley blacktop to 
Tanner’s Orchard on Route 
40 north to Bradford and 
through Bradford south 

to Castleton. From there 
the chase went east onto 
Western Avenue and south 
to southwestern Henry.

Arrested was Rochelle 
Lynn Sampson, 38, of 
Silvis, who was arraigned in 
Marshall County Wednes-
day and charged in Stark 
County with two counts of 
felony aggravated fleeing 
and felony driving on a re-
voked license. Stark’s State’s 
Attorney Caroline Borden-
Campion said that there 
were to be multiple traffic 
charges filed as well.

Galva Report
Officer dispatched:
12-14 – to the 600 block 

of SE Industrial Ave. for a 
forgery and theft complaint. 
Case is under investigation.

12-14 – along with the Fire 
Department to the 00 block 
of NE 1st Ave. for a power 
wire that had fallen and was 
arcing on the ground. Ame-
ren responded and made 
repairs.

12-14 – to the 200 block of 
South Exchange St. to meet 
the victim of a single-vehicle 
rollover accident between 
Galva and Altona on Route 
34. A passerby gave the 
victim a ride to Galva.

12-15 – to a domestic 
disturbance in the 600 
block of NW 1st Ave. As the 
result, Brandon Swank, 25, 
Cambridge, was arrested on 
a Henry County warrant for 
failure to appear on charges 
of criminal trespass to a resi-
dence, aggravated assault, 
criminal damage to proper-
ty, driving while license sus-
pended, criminal trespass to 
property, disorderly conduct 
and operating an uninsured 
vehicle. He was taken to 
Henry County Jail.

12-19 – to Route 34 east of 
town for a reckless driv-
ing complaint. Driver was 
stopped for speeding and 
issued a warning.

12-19 – to a residence 
on NE 4th St. for a medical 
emergency. The subject was 
found deceased. The coro-
ner was contacted.

12-20 – to the 800 block 
of NE 2nd Ave. for a loose 
dog. The owner was able to 
retrieve their dog.

12-20 – to a reported gas 
leak in the 700 block of NW 
7th Ave. Ameren was notified 
for repairs.

12-22 – to the 100 block of 
South Center Ave. to attempt 
to locate a wanted subject. 
As a result, Howard Field, 
75, Galva, was arrested on a 

Henry County warrant for 
failure to appear on several 
traffic charges. He was re-
leased with a court date.

12-22 – to a residence 
in the 300 block of NE 4th 
Street to attempt to locate a 
wanted subject. As a result, 
Shawn Tarleton, 50, Galva, 
was arrested on a Henry 
County warrant for failure to 
appear on the charge of driv-
ing while license suspended. 
He was released with a 
required court date.

12-22 – to Bureau County 
Jail to interview a suspect in 
a Galva forgery case.

12-23 – to the intersec-
tion of SW 9th Ave. and West 
Division St. for a power wire 
that had broken off from the 
pole due to wind. Ameren 
was contacted for repairs.

12-23 – to the 00 block of 
NW 5th Street to remove an 
unwanted subject.

12-24 – to assist Stark 
County Medic with a medi-
cal call involving a 2-week-
old baby choking.

12-26 – to Route 34 to 
assist Henry County with a 
single-vehicle rollover ac-
cident with injuries.

12-26 – to a domestic bat-
tery complaint in the 1000 
block of West Division Street. 
As a result, Jarrett Elgin, 
32, Galva, was arrested for 
domestic battery. He was 
taken to the Henry County 
jail. Also, Erica Gebhards, 32, 
Galva, was issued a notice to 
appear for domestic battery.

12-26 – to the 200 block of 
Exchange St. for a loose dog. 
The dog was impounded.

12-27 – to the 100 block of 
North Exchange St. for a util-
ity wire down. Ameren was 
contacted for repairs.

12-27 – to a residence 
on East Division Street for 
a medical emergency. The 
subject was deceased. The 
coroner was contacted.

12-16 – After a traffic stop 
in the 600 block of SE 2nd 
St., Herman Brown, 52, 
Galva, was arrested for driv-
ing while license suspended. 
He was released with a court 
date.

12-18 – As the result of 
a traffic stop in the 300 
block of South Center Ave., 
Alexander Wager, 26, Galva, 
was arrested for speeding 
more than 35 mph over the 
limit. He was released with a 
required court date.

12-18-20 – Nickolas Smith, 
19, Kewanee, was issued a 
citation for no insurance in 
900 block of SE 2nd St..

LEGAL ADS 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STARK COUNTY, IL-
LINOIS CAUSE NO. 18-TX-1 TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND 
IF DECEASED, TO THEIR UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES), AND TO THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND TO ALL INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 
THEREOF, INCLUDING AMONG OTHERS ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REV-
ENUE, ILLINOIS DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPT 
OF HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) GENERAL COUNSEL 
AND STARK COUNTY CLERK, STARK COUNTY TREASURER, CITY OF TOULON, 
STARK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY, AND TO OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:
 Owners/  Street Or
Parcel Number Parties Interested Cert Number Common Address
02-23-403-031 EHNLE, JAMES G 201700007 124 W. Main
03-18-306-006 ALVIS, JAKE M 201700019 Jackson st.
03-18-316-002 WULF, TERRY L 201700020 Franklin st.
03-18-316-002 WULF, JENNY 201700020 Franklin st.
03-18-316-002 PIP EAST LLC 201700020 Franklin st.

 RA: PATRICK LINDSAY 
03-18-423-002 ENSLEY, MARTIN 201700021 
03-18-423-002 ENSLEY, DONNA 201700021 
03-18-423-002 PIP EAST LLC 201700021

 RA: PATRICK LINDSAY  
03-18-425-001 INGELS, ROGER 201700022 401 E JEFFERSON
03-18-425-001 INGELS, CHERYL 201700022 401 E JEFFERSON
03-18-425-001 ONEMAIN FINANCIAL OF 201700022 401 E JEFFERSON
 ILLINOIS, INC FKA 
 AMERICAN GENERAL 
 FINANCE INC

 RA: C T CORPORATION 
 SYSTEM 
04-36-307-008 HOFFMAN, SHANNON A 201700043 408 N Main st.
04-36-307-008 HOFFMAN, TAD 201700043 408 N Main st.
07-01-102-003 HAFFNER, DOUGLAS S 201700055 207 E WILLIAMS ST
07-01-102-003 HAFFNER, ASHLEY J 201700055 207 E WILLIAMS ST
07-01-102-009 HAFFNER, DOUGLAS S 201700056 
07-01-102-009 HAFFNER, ASHLEY J 201700056 
08-36-100-016 HILL, MICHAEL 201700065 201 MCKINLEY ST
08-36-100-016 HILL, ALEXANDRA 201700065 201 MCKINLEY ST
08-36-100-016 PIP EAST LLC 201700065 201 MCKINLEY ST

 RA: PATRICK LINDSAY 
08-36-100-016 NATIONSCREDIT  201700065 201 MCKINLEY ST
 FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 CORP

 RA: C T CORPORATION 
 SYSTEM 
08-36-100-016 NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE 201700065 201 MCKINLEY ST 
 LLC

 RA: ILLINOIS 
 CORPORATION SERVICE C 

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVESAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON OCTOBER 
23, 2018, FOR GENERALTAXES FOR THE YEAR 2017 AND PRIOR YEARS, 
AND THAT THE PERIOD OF REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE EXPIRES JUNE 
1, 2021.  TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A  PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECT-
ING ISSUANCE OF TAX DEEDS HAS BEEN FILED IN THE ABOVESAID CAUSE 
AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED PARCELS BY STARK COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND 
THAT ON JUNE 15, 2021 AT 1:30 PM, SAID PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR AN 
ORDER THAT A TAX DEED ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVESAID PARCEL NOT RE-
DEEMED ON OR BEFORE JUNE 1, 2021. /S/ STARK COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, 
PETITIONER.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
ADDRESS: 130 WEST MAIN, TOULON, IL 61483
TELEPHONE: (309) 286-5911

Home Remodeling & Repair
Jeff Woith • (309) 995-3825

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodels
Also ... Doors, Windows, Flooring, Drywall,

Electrical, Painting & Much More
Call for Free Estimate/Insured 
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PERSPECTIVES

Need A New FURNACE  ?

Woltil's
  1101 W. Prospect St. • Kewanee • (309) 852-2890

Heating &
Air Conditioning 

Call
Woltil's

852-2890
for a free estimate on  

the installation of a brand 
new FURNACE only WE HAVE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Guardian (By York)
95.5% E�ciency 

Furnace
$2,700 Installed

13 Seer 
Central Air

$2,400 Installed

Furnace & Central 
Air Package

$4,495 Installed

Give Us A Call! 
We Have

Great Pricing!

Farmland

Accredited Land Consultant
Managing Broker

(309) 286-2221, (309) 335-2221

Galva council passes levy, hires new officer
By Carol Townsend

GALVA – The Galva City Council 
unanimously passed a tax levy ordi-
nance in the amount of $2.68 per $100 
of assessed valuation. The total levy is 
$584,785.

In other business, James Robertson 
of the Galesburg area has been hired as 
a new Galva police officer. He replaces 
Alex Ingel who resigned recently to 
take a position in Geneseo.

Robertson has 15 years of experi-
ence in Knox County and is currently 
the part-time police chief in Williams-
field. Robertson will continue with the 
position in Williamsfield. Mayor Rich 
Volkert said we are really lucky as he 
has a “good background.”

Volkert also reported that the police 
department received $100 from the 
Irvin Winter memorial money and 
$1,600 from a recent benefit. With 

that money, Chief  Kraig Townsend is 
going to purchase “stop strips.” It was 
reported that there have been several 
chases heading to Galva with speeds in 
excess of 80 miles per hour in the past 
several months. If one of these calls 
come in, an officer can put these strips 
out to stop a vehicle before it reaches 
town.

The Kewanee Police Department 
sold Galva used body cameras that are 
only 3 years old for $150 apiece. New 
cameras cost $1,600 apiece.

Volkert said with the new police dog 
and body cameras, “We have a great 
investment.”

Volkert thanked a resident of the 
Lincoln House high rise, who does not 
want to be identified, after the resi-
dent saw an incident in which Chief 
Townsend was knocked down. The 
person called 911 and got mutual aid 

from multiple law enforcement agen-
cies until the suspect was in custody. 
Also thanked was a water works em-
ployee who came to the scene to help.

Supervisor Richard Plummer re-
minded residents not to park on the 
streets when snow is predicted.

It was reported that a power surge 
damaged the Southwest sewer plant. A 
new generator will be purchased and 
an insurance claim will be turned in. 

The following checks were received:
October/November Property re-

placement, $1,626; November MFT, 
$8,271; and October sales tax, $21,421.

Blood drive – The American Red 
Cross has a blood drive in Epworth 
Hall at Galva’s First United Methodist 
Church Tuesday, Jan. 5, from 1-6 p.m.

For an appointment call 1-800-
733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org.
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SEE ANSWERS, PAGE 3

LEGAL ADS 
uuu

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF	  
WILLIAM E. ABRAMS,	
	             No. 2020-P-26
Deceased

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY
   Notice is given to creditors of 
the death of WILLIAM E. ABRAMS 
on December 14, 2020.
   On December 18, 2020, 
Letters of Administration were 
issued to Ruth Ann Durbin, 716 
E. Prospect Street, Kewanee, IL  
61443, whose attorney of record 
is Anne C. Rennick, P.O. Box 90, 
Wyoming, IL 61491.
   Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, IL 61483, 
or with the Representatives, 
or both, on or before (a) July 2, 
2021 or (b) if mailing or delivery 
of a notice from the Representa-
tive is required by the provisions 
of Section 18-3 of the Probate 
Act of 1975, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claim not filed 
on or before the aforementioned 
date(s) is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the 
Representative and to the At-
torney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
   Dated:  December 28, 2020 
	    /S/Anne C. Rennick 	
Anne C. Rennick
Attorney for:  Estate of William E. 
Abrams
P.O. Box 90
Wyoming, IL 61491
Ph:  (309)-695-4701
Fax:  (309)-695-2119
Email:  acrennick@yahoo.com
Published 1/1, 1/8, 1/15/21

uuu
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF: 
BARBARA J. CARROLL, 
	                No. 2020p25
Deceased 

CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

   Notice is given of the death of 
Barbara J. Carroll. Letters of Of-
fice were issued on December
18, 2020, to Bridget Rickard 
as Independent Administrator 
whose attorneys are Barash &
Everett, LLC.
   Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the clerk 
of the court, Stark County,
Toulon, Illinois or with the repre-
sentative, or both on or before 
July 1, 2021. Any claim not filed 
by that date is barred. Copies of 

a claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney 
within l0 days after it has been 
filed. E-filing is now mandatory 
for documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you
must first create an account with 
an e-filing provider. Visit efile.illi-
noiscourts.gov/serviceproviders.
htm to learn more and to select 
a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.
gove/FAQ/gethelp.asp. Or talk 
with your local circuit
clerk’s office.
           Barash & Everett, LLC
           Attorney for Executor
           P.O. Box 165
           Galva, IL 61434
           (309) 932-2001
           everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 1/1, 1/8, 1/15/21

uuu

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:		
WILLIAM J. SELF, Deceased		

                                 No. 
2020P24	 CLAIM NOTICE

(Publication)
   Notice is given of the death of 
William J. Self. Letters of Office 
were issued on December 11, 
2020, to Jonathan Hallman, as 
Independent Representative, 
whose attorneys are Barash & 
Everett, LLC.
   Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of Court, Stark County Court-
house, Toulon, Illinois, or with 
the representative - or both - on 
or before June 30, 2021. Any 
claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 

or delivered to the representa-
tive and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed. 
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit: 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. 
If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp, or talk with 
your local Circuit Clerk’s office. 
                  Barash & Everett, LLC 	
                  Attorneys for Executor	
                  211 W. 2nd St. 
                  Kewanee, IL 61443
                 (309) 852-5555
Published 1/1, 1/8, 1/15/21

uuu
NOTICE OF PROPOSAL 
TO SELL REAL ESTATE

   Notice is hereby given that 
the Village of Woodhull, Illinois, 
proposes to sell the following 
described real estate to Scott 
and Amanda Raschke:
   Parcel Identification Number: 
22-30-254-007
   Common Address: 208 SE 2nd 
Avenue, Woodhull, Illinois 61490
   Lot Four (4) and the East Half 
of Lot Three (3) in Block Two (2) 
of the Bigelow and Hough’s Sec-
ond (2nd) Addition to the Town 
(now Village) of Woodhull;
   The property is currently a 
vacant lot.  Any objections will be 
considered at the Village Board 
Meeting on Monday, January 
11th at 7:00 P.M. at the Village 
Hall, 150 N. Division St., Wood-
hull, IL 61490.
Published 1/1/21
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Specializing in Farm Insurance since 1876

Elmira Mutual Insurance Company 
127 W. Main St., 
Toulon, IL  61483

Call 309-286-2221

Elmira Mutual

HANDICAP
Accessible

Sunshine Village • Toulon
FOR RENT: One bedroom apartments available for people 62 
years of age or older, handicapped/disabled, regardless of age. 
A�ordable income-based rent includes all utilities. Small pet okay.

For more information and an appointment 
call (309) 286-7196.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

TOULON
Toulon United Methodist Church

Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy
229 W. Main St., Toulon

PO Box 538
(812) 698-9294

Sun. Worship: 9:15 and 10:30 am
Check us out on Facebook @ Toulon United Methodist Church

Elmira United Presbyterian Church
Rev. Art Blegen

3919 Township Rd 760E, Toulon, IL 61483
(309) 896-3481

Services each Sunday at 9:00 am
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE
   Join the Directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put 
your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday. In addition, if 
you run advertisements you will automatically be given the lowest 
rate of $4.25 per column inch. 
   Please email your information to: ads@prairie-news.com 
or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to: 
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

The Gathering Church
Location: The Ely Barn

2403 Township Rd. 100 N., Toulon, IL 61483
40°59’24” N 89°56’20”W

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 am
Mail: PO Box 322
Wyoming, IL 61491
info@thegathering.life
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life

OBITUARIES

WYOMING
MONUMENT CO.
DEALER IN WORLD 
FAMOUS GRANITE

Serving Central Illinois
Robert B. & Robert J. Groter

Owners
High Quality Workmanship

at Reasonable Prices

HOURS: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9-4 
SATURDAY 9-12

SUNDAY EVENINGS BY APPOINTMENT
600 S. 7TH ST.      (309) 695-2981

Rux 
Funeral Home

When You Don't Know What To Do... We Do!

Millie Cade
BRADFORD – Millie Cade, 81, of 

Bradford passed away on Saturday, 
Dec. 19, 2020, at OSF St. Francis 
Medical Center in Peoria surrounded 
by her loving family. 

There will be no public services 
but memorials 
may be made to 
Bradford Betas or 
Bradford American 
Legion in her name. 
If you wish to pay 
your respects in 
person, or by mail 
you may stop by My 
Place, Bradford or 
mail to P.O. Box 107, 
Bradford, IL 61421.   

Millie was born Sept. 23, 1939, 
the daughter of Raymond and Grace 
(Medearis) Durant. She married 
Donald Cade on June 8, 1954. He 
preceded her in death along with an 
infant son, “Little Donnie” and three 
brothers and three sisters. 

She worked at Harper Wyman 
and Combined Cleaning for several 
years. She enjoyed her word search-
es, watching 48 Hours, and Forensic 
Files. Her favorite drinks were diet 
coke and coffee. She was a very inde-
pendent, stubborn, strong, hard-
working, family-oriented wonderful 
woman who fought with everything 
she had until the very end. 

Surviving are her 8 children and 
their families: Shirley (Tom) - 3 
grandchildren and 12 great grand-
children, Robert (Debbie) 5 grand-
children and 5 great-grandchildren; 
Donna - 4 grandchildren and 15 
great-grandchildren and 6 great-
great-grandchildren; Darlene (John) 
- 3 grandchildren and 4 great-grand-
children; Chris (Kim) two grand-
children and 1 great-grandchild; 
Lonnie (Mary) - 4 grandchildren, 
Linda (Mike) - 2 grandchildren and 2 
great-grandchildren; Rodney (Amy) 
- 2 grandchildren and 1 great-grand-
child and 1 great-grandchild on the 
way. 

Also surviving is her special 
friend, Jim, who took her fishing and 
on trips.  

Online condolences may be sent 
to www.grant-johnsonfh.com. 

Jeanette A. Cox 
CHILLICOTHE – Jeanette Arlene 

(Gould) Cox passed away on Dec. 11, 
2020, at OSF St. Francis Medical Cen-
ter in Peoria, Ill.  She was born on 
Oct. 10, 1935, in Moline, Ill. to Carroll 
Ellsworth and Helen Irene (Kain) 
Gould.  

After moving 
from the Rock Is-
land area to Chilli-
cothe, she graduat-
ed from Chillicothe 
High School (1953).  
She married John 
Wesley “Jack” Cox 
on Oct. 31, 1953, 
and made a home 
near Bradford, Ill.  
They had two sons, Michael Patrick 
and Raymond John.  

Jeanette was the oldest of eight 
children. She was preceded in death 

by her parents, her sister, Sandra, 
and her husband. She is survived by 
five brothers: Ronald (Iris), Dennis 
(Nancy), Gary (Carol Ann), Nor-
man (Carol) and Bruce (Diane), and 
one sister, Carol Ann Pence, as well 
as  her sons, Michael and John, her 
granddaughter, Hannah Lee (David) 
Dutton, and two great-granddaugh-
ters, Ellie June and Haddie Mae. 

Jeanette was a good and faithful 
wife and mother who lived her life 
devoted to her family and serv-
ing others. She demonstrated this 
through her work at their family 
business, her time as a waitress at 
Bradford Cafe, and volunteering at 
American Legion events. Jeanette 
always put others before herself and 
was quick to help anyone in need. 
Her kind smile and big heart made 
everyone feel welcome and like fam-
ily. She enjoyed gardening, and was 
especially proud to gift her irises and 
strawberry jam to others. Jeanette 
was an avid reader and die-hard 
Bears fan, but what gave her the 
greatest joy was spending time with 
her family, near and far. Her time on 
Earth was a gift to all who knew her, 
she will be greatly missed.

Haskell Funeral & Cremation 
Services in Princeville is in charge 
of arrangements. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials can be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital or Dis-
abled American Veterans. Graveside 
services and celebration of life to be 
held at a later date. 

To leave online condolences for 
the family visit www.haskellfuneral.
com.

Marlene E. Fordham Berg
GALVA – Marlene E. Fordham 

Berg, 82, of Galva, died at 7:09 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 14, 2020, at her home, 
surrounded by her family.

A private funeral service with her 
family will be held 
on Friday. Burial 
will be at Galva 
Cemetery. Memori-
als may be directed 
to the Children’s 
Hospital of Illinois 
in honor of her 
grandchildren, 
Jacob, Jackie, Kar-
lee, Kash, Kynlee, 
Keigan, Courtney and Zach. Rux 
Funeral Home in Galva is in charge 
of arrangements.

She was born April 11, 1938, in 
Manlius, Ill., the daughter of Gordon 
and Alice (Beaber) Fordham. She 
married Arland J. “A.J.” Berg on Jan. 
13, 1957, in Manlius and he preceded 
her in death on Jan. 23, 2010. 

In her words, she was the “Last of 
the Mohicans” as her four sisters, Al-
berta Morgan, Darlene Farrell, Marge 
Farrell and Evie Gibson and four 
brothers, Glenn, Marvin, Gordon Jr. 
and Richard also preceded her in 
death. 

She is survived by her four daugh-
ters, Pam (Greg) Rylander of Rock-
wall, Texas, Connie (Tom) Rollins of 
Victoria, Annette (Randy) Smith of 
Galva and Arlene (Tim) Morris of 
Normal, Ill.; 23 grandchildren; 23 

great-grandchildren; and her sister-
in-law, Ketra Fordham.

Marlene graduated from Manlius 
High School in 1956. She came to 
Galva to run the Tastee Freeze with 
her sister, Evie, where she met the 
love of her life, Arland. Arland and 
Marlene along with Evie and Paul 
Gibson, owned and operated the 
A&W Restaurant that later became 
the Corral Drive-In. She also worked 
at Super-Value and Wal-Mart. In 
1986, Marlene and Arland owned 
and operated A.J.’s Restaurant until 
her retirement and they also owned 
Berg Apartments in Galva. 

She was a very active member of 
Grace United Methodist Church, 
serving on various boards and com-
mittees. Her greatest joy was her 
family. She was very proud of her 
four girls and what they have be-
come in life and for the children who 
they raised. She will be missed by all 
who knew her. 

This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.
ruxfuneralhome.com.

Janice R. Evans
GALVA  – Janice R. Evans, 82, of 

Galva, died at 10:46 a.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 27, 2020, at her home.

A public visitation was held from 
10-11 a.m. on Dec. 
31 at Rux Funeral 
Home in Galva. Pri-
vate family services 
followed. Burial 
took place in Galva 
Cemetery. 

Memorials may 
be directed to the 
family for a memo-
rial to be estab-
lished.

She was born Sept. 18, 1938, in 
Galesburg, the daughter of James 
F. and Ruth G. (Strom) Likes. She 
married Richard E. Evans on Oct. 13, 
1961, in Altona. 

Survivors include her husband 
of Galva, her daughter, Gretchen 
(Shane) Hickman of Galva, her son, 
Eric Evans of Altona, two grandchil-
dren, Brooke Hickman of Galva and 
Taylor (Eli) Beinke of Washington 
DC and her sister, Jean (Gary) Bur-
nett of Galesburg. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, a brother, James Dale Likes 
and her daughter-in-law, Tammy 
Lynn Evans.

Janice graduated from Galva 
High School in 1956. She was a 
homemaker and a member of Grace 
United Methodist Church in Galva 
where she had been Sunday School 
superintendent, financial secretary, a 
church trustee and a member of the 
United Methodist Women. She was 
a member, past president, treasurer 
and membership chairman of the 
American Legion Auxiliary and had 
been a member of the Rebekah 
Lodge in Galva and a past president. 
She was also an election judge and 
enjoyed bowling on a league. 

This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.
ruxfuneralhome.com.

Berg

Cade

Cox

Evans
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For Answers 
See Page 3

CLASSIFIED ADS 

OBITUARIES
Shirley M. Fulks

BRADFORD – Shirley M. Fulks, 97, 
of Bradford, Ill., passed away at the 
Toulon Rehabilitation and Health 
Center on Friday, Dec. 11, 2020, 
around 10 a.m.  

She was born May 19, 1923, in 
Princeton, Ill., to Frank and Elsie 
Barker-Horack. She married James O. 
Fulks on Oct. 31, 1946, at Leet Memo-
rial Methodist Church in Bradford. He 
died on Oct. 6, 2007.

She was also preceded in death by 
her parents,  two brothers, Russell 
and Wayne Horack, and one sister-
Wilma Child.

Surviving is one daughter Christine 
(and Ron) McGee of Pekin; one son 
Thomas Fulks of Bradford; two grand-
daughters Staci (and Andrew) Smith 
of Princeville, and Sarah (and Mike) 
Urbanc of Peoria. Also surviving is 
one great grandson-Dylan Lightbody 
and four great granddaughters-Alexis 
and Olivia Smith, and Isabel and So-
phie Urbanc. Shirley also had many 
nieces and nephews.  

She graduated from Bradford High 
School with the class of 1940.  She 
attended Ohio Northern University 
and MacMurray College. She helped 
her husband at the Bradford Republi-
can newspaper for 15 years and later 
worked at the Wyoming Post Herald. 

She was a member of the Leet 
United Methodist Church for many 
years and served as president of the 
Women’s Society of Christian Service, 

taught Sunday School, and sang in 
the church choir. She was also a past 
president of the lady golfers of Coal 
Creek Country Club, a member of 
Bradford American Legion Auxiliary 
and Stark County Farm Bureau.

Cremation services have been ac-
corded and the family will be holding 
memorial services at a later date.  

Memorials can be made to her 
church or the American Heart As-
sociation. Online condolences may 
be sent to www.grant-johnsonfh.com.

JoAnn Lempke
KEWANEE – JoAnn Lempke, 76, of 

Kewanee, died at 11:30 a.m., Friday, 
Dec. 25, 2020, at her home with her 
loving daughter at her side.

Cremation will be accorded and a 
graveside service  
at Pleasant View 
Cemetery will be 
held in the spring. 
Memorials may 
be directed to the 
JoAnn Lempke 
Memorial Fund. 
Rux Funeral Home 
in Kewanee is in 
charge of arrange-
ments.

She was born Nov. 25, 1944, in 
Dunlap, Ill., the daughter of Wilbert 
and Lavonia (Barrett) Harlan. She 
married Donald E. Lempke on May 
1, 1965, in Kewanee and he preceded 
her in death on July 21, 2009. She was 

also preceded in death by her parents; 
a sister, Sally Taylor; two nephews and 
a great nephew. 

She is survived by a daughter, 
Lorraine Lempke of Kewanee; two 
sisters, Pat Hockenbury and Helen 
Harlan, both of Wyoming; four broth-
ers, Willard of Princeville, Donald of 
Wyoming, Robert of Chillicothe and 
Ralph of Wyoming; and several nieces 
and nephews and great nieces and 
nephews.

JoAnn had been a homemaker and 
also did house cleaning for various 
individuals. She enjoyed talking on 
the phone and keeping in touch with 
family and friends. She also enjoyed 
watching TV, doing puzzle books and 
playing cards. 

This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.
ruxfuneralhome.com.

Betty N. Whitman
GALVA – Betty Nelle Whitman, 98, 

of Galva, died Dec. 27, 2020, at the 
home of her daughter in Hudson

Private graveside services will be 
held at Galva Cemetery at 11 a.m., 
Monday, Jan. 4. A Celebration of Life 
will be held at a later date. 

She was born Sept. 15, 1922 She 
married Dale B. Whitman Sept. 6, 
1944. He preceded her in death. 

Survivors include her daughter, 
6 sons, 18 grandchildren, 27 great 
grandchildren and 3 great-great 
grandchildren. 

Lempke

HELP 
WANTED

BO/GAR 
ENTERPRISES, iNC.
First shift Saw Operator 
and  Second  sh i f t  CNC 
Machinist. Apply in person, 
401 S. Main Ave., Wyoming, IL 
61491. (309) 695-2025. 

FOR SALE
BAYSINGAR’S 

aNTIQUES

BAYSINGAR’S USED & 
ANTIQUE FURNITURE: 
large selection of Shabby Chic 
all real wood furniture, cottage 
white w/finished top. Always 
buying older wood furniture. 
Check  ou t  Bays inga r ’s 
Facebook, 1135 Railroad Ave. 
(Rt 34 East), Kewanee, (309) 
883-0164. 

SERvices
ATV REPAIR

ATV REPAIR: Most batteries 
in stock for all ATVs. Snow 
plow and winch special! Also 

tires sold and installed. Free 
calendars, Charlie’s Cycle 
Supply, 3521 St. Rt. 78, West 
Jersey, (309) 995-3319. 
Central Boiler

MORE HEAT. Less wood. 
Central Boiler certified Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. Prices start as 
low as $6,900. Call today (309) 
565-4300.

Remodeling & 
Repair

All Types of  home re-
modeling and repair. No job 
too small! Carpentry, drywall, 
electrical, ceramic & vinyl, 

windows & doors, painting. 
Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825.

SAW-N-LOGS
SAW-N-LOGS Tree Service. 
Call (309) 525-0968 or (309) 
883-0544.

Remodeling & 
Repair

MOST types of quality 
home remodeling and repairs 
including doors, thermopane 
vinyl replacement windows, 
interior painting and electrical, 
by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also 

do kitchens, baths, decks, 
s teps  and  more .  Smal l 
jobs welcome! Call me at 
(309) 995-3364, LaFayette.

FOR RENT
WYOMING

TWO BEDROOM at 102 East 
Elm, living/kitchen downstairs, 
bedrooms and bath upstairs. 
$450/month includes heat 
and water. No smoking, no 
pets. Landlord and employer 
references required. Call (612) 
940-5208.

wanted
junk cars

HIGHEST PRICE paid for 
junk cars. Call (309) 932-
8220. Will pick up. 

NOTICE
FIRST Baptist Church of Wyoming 
Food Distribution Center is open 
Sundays only 2:30 -4:30 p.m. at 
WyHi Community Center, 401 N. 
Galena Ave., Wyoming. Elderly and 
disabled persons call (309) 695-5116 
for delivery. Bring own boxes. 
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Bradford school deals with COVID-19 restrictions












   




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


By John A. Ballentine
BRADFORD – Sev-

eral agenda items of the 
Bradford School Board 
were influenced by Tier-3 
COVID restrictions. For 
example, the Bradford 
Lions’ Club would have 
normally utilized Bradford 

Grade School gymnasium 
for their annual pancake 
and sausage breakfast.

“Unfortunately, the 
Lions’ Club breakfast can’t 
take place at the school at 
this time” Superintendent 
Chad Gripp said, noting 
the decision was due to 

the COVID restrictions.
Gripp went on to say 

that once restrictions 
are lifted, he hopes to 
meet with the Lions’ Club 
members to establish a 
date for the breakfast.

Restrictions have also 
affected Bradford Junior 
High sports, which are 
postponed until restric-
tions are eased. The 
school had created an 
open gym/camp schedule 
for student athletes just 
days prior to the Tier-3 re-
strictions being instituted, 
but those restrictions shut 
down that possibility.

A Jan. 4 remote learning 
planning day for teach-
ers has been restricted, 
as well. It was scheduled, 
but now there has to be 
an alternative way to meet 
rather than in person. 
Also, parent-teacher 

meetings have been post-
poned.

In other action, the 
board approved an an-
nual school tax levy that is 
down $0.0162 as reported 
by Gripp. That relates to 
$5.41 less in taxes for ho-
meowners with a $100,000 
home.

Eighth grade Bradford 
students are scheduled 
to visit Stark County High 
School on Jan. 13 and 
Bureau Valley High School 
on Jan. 20 to decide which 
school to attend next year.

Students are scheduled 
to return to school on 
Jan. 5. Finally, the board 
approved extending the 2 
p.m. dismissal schedule to 
March 5, which is the end 
of the third quarter. 

 
Broker, Realtor®, SRES®, CRS, ABR 

• Licensed in Illinois
www.dwright@melfosterco.com

3 bedroom/ 1.5 baths, 3 season room, Partially 
finished basement, 1 car detached garage,

corner lot.

SOLD!

Corner lot/2 car-attached garage, 
3 bedrooms / 1 bath 3- season room.

 
3 bedroom/ 1 bath home. House sits on 1.5 acres.

1.9 acres lot included.

PENDING!

CALL DEBBIE
TO BUY OR 
SELL YOUR HOME!

 

Tracy Interial
PH: (309) 852-4030  
Cell: (309) 854-3801

116 S.E. 1st Ave., Galva
607 S. Center Avenue, Galva

109 W. Main Street, Bishop Hill

 3 bedroom/1 bath.  Main floor laundry. 
Updates: bathroom remodeled, wood 

laminate flooring, windows, furnace, cen-
tral air, metal roof, new concrete patio. 

$69,000  

 Great starter home or investment property.  
2 bedrooms/1 bath.  Bathroom remod-

eled.  Spacious kitchen, living room, and 
bedroom.  Galva Park District in backyard!  

Country views.  
$40,000  

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!

SOLD BY TRACY!

17608 State Route 17
3 BR Ranch Home, 2 full baths, 
2.5 Acres with Natural Gas, 
Replacement Windows, Hard-
wood Floors. New Stainless 
Steel Appliances, New Septic 
and Reverse Osmosis.       
 $159,900

JIM MALOOF/REALTOR®

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE, LOCAL PEOPLE
View Color Photos at www.maloofrealty.com

411 S. 7th Street, Wyoming 
REDUCED!  HOME WARRANTY! PRICE REDUCED!

NEW LISTING!
103 W Clinton St, Toulon
1 1/2 Story 3 BR Home, 2 Full 
Bath, Replacement Windows, 
Refrigerator and Stove/Oven 
Stay, 2 Car Detached Garage.
$59,900

4BR, 1 1/2 Story 
Home, 1 1/2 BA, 
Appliances, 
Fireplaces, 
Generator,  4 Car 
Garage.  $75,900
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