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NEW GALVA BUSINESS Filling storefronts

Toulon council discusses development
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE

L)
Oscar’s
open in rouro M [ plan,

long-term economic development

Howard initially was asking the
city council what goals they
would have to develop the city’s
economy. He suggested filling
every storefront with a business,
plus trying to recruit a sizable
business to the Toulon area, such
as some sort of manufacturing.

Another problem to overcome,
Howard said, is to attract people
to the businesses and market
those businesses to other areas to
expand the customer base.

Mayor Larry Hollis said the
current project of revitalizing

Howard said he would like to Main Street would help “sell”
obtain locally made products, Toulon to people who would be
such as beef, pork and produce, business owners or customers.
“and take that to build off of.” Hollis added that a new school
Besides selling locally, Howard building would help attract people

Council participated in a lengthy
discussion and presentation con-
cerning economic development at
its meeting Monday.

Kyle Howard, a Toulon native
who now lives in St. Charles,
gave a presentation outlining the
possibility of Toulon developing
its downtown with new busi-
nesses in storefronts that are cur-
rently vacant. Howard has been
aiding with management of
Julie’s Cafe Market on Main in
sel in Wataga and the Oneida possible for customers. Toulon.

Body Shop for 17 years. The shop also has a flatbed

He doesn’t limit his repairs truck to transport vehicles to
to only cars and trucks, accord-  the shop.
ing to Kari. He works on Business is “better than they

After the purchase, the De- semis, tractors and even heli- ever anticipated,” Kari said.
Pauws spent long hours putting copters. He also puts on The DePauw’s live in rural

Galva

By CAROL TOWNSEND

For The Prairie News

GALVA — Opening a busi-
ness in the midst of a pan-
demic is certainly challenging,
but business has so far been
busy at Oscar’s Body Shop.

Oscar and Kari DePauw
opened the auto body shop last ~ Kari and Oscar DePauw stand outside the sign of their new Galva business.
fall at 900 SE 2nd Street in Photo by Carol Townsend.
Galva. The DePauw’s opened
the shop after purchasing the
building from Tom and Judy
Hartman. Part of the building
was the former Galva Florist.

in a paint room and necessary hitches, installs bed liners and  Altona and have three children. envisions selling Stark County to the area to reside here.

exhaust fans. does undercoating. Oscar DePauw said he grew up products to other areas of the After the presentation and dis-
Oscar has 35 years of experi-  Kari handles the insurance knowing Galva and looks for- state. i ) cussion, the council initially de-

ence in the auto repair work. work and estimates for the ward to serving Galva and the Howard § PfoPosal 18 t‘? work cided to have Howard concentrate

He has worked at Cozadd Die-  shop to make it as seamless as  surrounding area. with Toulon’s city council to de-  with filling the storefronts with

velop and implement short- and Continued on Page 2

Owens honored by Stark Co. board

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

TOULON - The Stark County
board of supervisors presented a
plaque of appreciation to longtime
Stark County State’s Attorney
James D. Owens Tuesday evening
at their monthly meeting. Owens
served as Stark’s State’s Attorney
from Dec. 1, 1992 to Nov. 30,
2020 for a total of 28 years.

“I’ve always enjoyed being in
the State’s Attorney’s office. I
have a huge debt of gratitude to
the citizens of Stark County for
electing me and allowing me this

privilege of being in office for as
long as I have been,” Owens
stated. “There was never a day
that I didn’t want to come to
work.”

Owens went on to praise the
county board members saying that
it is a thankless task and may not
always be appreciated by the pub-
lic. “The time that I spent in the
Stark County State’s Attorney’s
office are some of the best years of
my life,” Owens said. He went on
to praise Chair Al Curry and
former Vice-Chair Melissa Shipp
for doing a commendable job “of

righting the ship” after years of
turmoil.

Vice-Chair Kari Bush reported
that the health department board
has provided all sheriff’s office
employees, first responders and
EMS in the county the COVID
vaccine. In addition, vaccinated
were funeral home staffs and Aunt
Martha’s providers residing in
Stark County. Teachers and staff
of Stark County’s school districts
are scheduled to be vaccinated in
the near future.

Supervisor Robin Nowlan pre-
Continued on Page 3

Vice-Chair Kari Bush presents James D. Owens with a plaque of apprecia-
tion on Tuesday for his 28 years of service to the county as Stark County
State’s Attorney. Owens retired Nov. 30. Photo by John A. Ballentine.
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Galva schools switch to remote learning

By CAROL TOWNSEND

For The Prairie News

GALVA — Galva Junior-Senior
High School went to remote learn-
ing this week due to a staff member
testing positive for the Covid virus.

Superintendent Doug O’Riley
said at Monday’s meeting of the
Galva School Board that students
are scheduled to return to the class-
room on Tuesday, Jan. 19.

O’Riley said that the Henry-Stark
County Health Department called
the Galva School District and asked
how many vaccines are needed to
vaccinate all of the employees
under the state’s latest Phase 1B
protocols for COVID-19 immuniza-
tions.

O’Riley said Tuesday afternoon
that no date had been given yet for
the school district employees to get

their vaccines. He said that 85 per-
cent of the employees are signed up
to receive immunizations and he
noted that the district is not requir-
ing employees to be vaccinated.

O’Riley said he hopes to have stu-
dents back in school on more of a
full-time basis starting on Tuesday,
April 6, which is the first day of the
last nine-week period.

Once students return, masks and
the 6-foot social distancing rule will
still be in effect, since the students
have not been vaccinated and there
is currently no plan for the immu-
nization of those 16 and under.

In other business, the board
learned that bids are being sought
for the installation of new windows
for Galva Elementary School, ac-
cording to O’Riley.

Details on school board candi-

dates were discussed Monday.
Seeking the two, two-year seats are
newcomers Eric Bates and Brittany
Boston. Seeking the three, four-year
seats are incumbent Andrew Larson
and newcomers Kaleena Conrad
and Laura Burke.

Superintendent O’Riley and Jerry
Becker, who takes over as superin-
tendent as of July 1, will meet with
the new candidates and give them
the resources and goals for the
Galva School Board and make sure
they’ll have materials to make the
transition smooth.

Candidates will also be invited to
the February and March board
meeting, whether in person or on-
line.

The board voted to change the
May board meeting from Monday,
May 3 to Monday, May 17.

OWENS: Frontier charge being disputed

Continued from Page 1

sented the road and bridge report for
vacationing County Engineer Judd
Giffin. Nowlan said that the highway
department has been busy with snow
and ice removal for December.

Nowlan suggested that the county
highway pickup truck be allowed to
leave the county and stay with Giffin,
especially on storm days so that Gif-
fin doesn’t have to drive to Toulon
and then go out to check highways
and roads.

Also, there was talk of adding a salt
spreader for the truck so Giffin could
treat especially bad intersections cov-

ered with ice and snow as he con-
ducts his inspections.

Stark County Treasurer Paula
Leezer said that the cost of transition
from Frontier Communications to
Mid Century was $7,385 for the sys-
tem. Leezer continued saying that
Frontier claims the county owes
$3,000 to cancel the contract with
them because of a clause that said the
phone system would automatically
renew each year and the county
missed the deadline.

Frontier says that Stark County no-
tified them after the clause’s date.
Leezer disputes that claim because

she sent an email to Frontier prior to
the renewal date. This matter has
been delegated to Stark’s State’s At-
torney Caroline Borden-Campion for
review.

In other business, the board ap-
proved resolutions appointing Dale
Jackson and Jim Robison to the Stark
County planning commission. Fi-
nally, the employee handbook revi-
sion was tabled until next month that
deals with employee paid time off ac-
crued and vacation days that may be
accumulated. Vacation can be one
week rolled over to the next year for
a five-week maximum cap.

TOULON: Tree quotes

Continued from Page 1

businesses.

In other action, the
board learned that the re-
vised code book still re-
quires some work; the lift
station project has permits
ready to sign to move it
forward for installation;

and the Saw n Logs quote
to remove two trees at
515 N. Franklin Street
and 103 W. Clinton Street
will be revised to include
another tree on Turner
Avenue.
The original quote for

two trees was $1,450.

Andrews Implement Co.

&

GE APPLIANCES

GE & Hotpoint Appliances Hotland Grills
104 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 229
Altona, Illinois 61414

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

Email: andrewsimp@mymctcnet

Phone: (309) 484-5501
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PUBLIC RECORD

Traffic citations &

Ordinance violations

1-10-21 — David W. Ensley - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit.

1-5-21 — Dana C. Mannon - Driving
15-20 mph above limit.

Felonies &

Misdemeanors

11-26-20 — Felony - Seirra N. De-
Lasso - Possession of meth and of a
controlled substance.

11-25-20 — Criminal Misdemeanor -
Joseph Barks - Criminal trespass to
land, disorderly conduct and dog run-
ning at large.

Incidents & Accidents
Stark County

1-6 -21 — A deer-related vehicle ac-
cident occurred on Route 93 near the
intersection of 950E. The driver in-
volved was Matthew M. Bruecks, 41,
Bradford, who was headed east when
a deer entered the roadway and
struck the vehicle. No injuries were
reported but the 2016 Ford pickup
truck sustained damages over $1,500.

1-5 -21- A rural Bradford couple
residing on 1300N reported being
victims of an identity theft. The inci-
dent remains under investigation.

1-6 -21- Kylei B. Clausen, 21, rural
Wyoming, reported that someone
broke into her van. No items were re-
ported missing but the incident re-
mains under investigation through
the Stark County Sherift’s Office.

Galva Report
Officer dispatched:

1-4-21 — to the 300 block of NE
2nd Street for a disturbance involv-
ing an out-of-control juvenile.

1-4 — to the 100 block of SE 3rd
Street for a verbal domestic dispute.

1-5 —to the 100 block of SW 4th
Street for a parking complaint in-
volving an occupied vehicle. The
driver was checked on.

1-5 — to the 700 block of NW 5th
Ave. for a loose dog complaint. As
the result, Robert Kremer, 60, Galva,
was issued an administrative ticket
for allowing a dog to run at large.

1-6 —to a residence on NE 4th Ave.
to check the welfare of a subject who
reportedly stabbed himself. The com-
plaint was unfounded.

1-6 — to check on the welfare of an
overdue motorist in the 400 block of
West Division Street. Caller was able
to make phone contact and the mo-
torist was fine.

1-6 — to the 200 block of NW 1st
Street for a two vehicle accident with
minimal damage.

1-7—to assist Henry County with
traffic control for a car vs. semi
wreck at Germans Corners due to
heavy fog.

1-7— As the result of a traffic stop in
the 200 block of South Exchange
Street, Kristina McWilliams, 34,
Galva, was arrested for driving while
licensse suspended and operating an
uninsured vehicle. She was released
with a required court date.

1-8—to assist Knox County with an
abandoned vehicle in their county.
Galva officer made contact with the
vehicle owner in Galva and made ar-

rangements to have the vehicle re-
moved.

1-8 —to assist a motorist in the 300
block of Front Street.

1-9 — to the 100 block of NE 2nd
Ave. for a trespassing complaint in-
volving an off-highway vehicle driv-
ing through a yard.

Divorces

1-8-21 — Nora Elizabeth Williams,
Toulon and Shawn Michael Wil-
liams, LaFayette.

Property Transfers

12-1-20 — Beatrice A. Despain to
Beatrice A. Despain, Co-trustee and
Paulette R. Six, Co-Trustee - Foster’s
Add’n Pts block E - 218 Second
Street, Bradford. Consideration =
$0.00.

12-2-20 — Alexis S. Simpkins to
Candice N. Gill - Vg of Bradford Pt
lots 36 and 37 N1/2 - 208 S. Peoria
Street, Bradford. Consideration =
$37,000.

12-4-20 — Wells Fargo Bank to An-
drew Courtney Burress - Foster’s
Add’n - Block D lot 1 - 327 First
Street, Bradford. Consideration =
$33,333.

12-4-20 — Conrad S. Ingels to Elissa
R. Ingels - Orig town of Wyoming -
Pts block 9 lots 11 & 12 - 208 S. 7th
Street, Wyoming. Consideration =
$0.00.

12-4-20 — Elissa Renee Ingels to
Sheena N. Shadley - Pts block 9 Lots
11 & 12 - 208 S. 7th Street, Wyo-
ming. Consideration = $68,000.

12-4-20 — Racheal McRell to Bryan
E. Down and Racheal M. McRell - Pt
Sect 19-13-5 NW SW - 8484 Cedar
Bluff Road, LaFayette. Consideration
= $0.00.

12-14-20 — Iron Horse Acres, LLC
to Ronald D. Elliott - Pts 3-14-6 NE
NW SW. Consideration = $989,400.

12-14-20 — Iron Horse Acres, LLC
to Benjamin O. and Kathryn E. En-
dress - Pts 32-14-7 NW NE. Consid-
eration = $1,407,600.

12-14-20 — Leslea S., Martha A.,
Willard H. Carroll, Jill C. Stieghorst
to Leslea S., Martha A., Willard H.
Carroll, Jill C. Stieghorst. Pts 19 -12-
5 SE NE and 20-12-5 NW- 1016 W.
Jersey Rd., Toulon. Consideration =
$0.00.

12-14-20 — Jason J. Cresto to Dan-
iel E. Jr. and Trisha J. Berchtold - Pts
3-13-7 NW and 4-13-7 NE. Consid-
eration = $11,760.

12-15-20 — Allison B. and Kal M.
Knowles to Gabriel J. Coile - Pt Lots
25,26,27,28,29,30 - 11559 Modena
Rd., Wyoming. Consideration =
$100,000.

12-18-20 — Charles T. and Marilyn
L. Wilson to Mary G. Stevens and
Floyd W. Sturm - Vg of Bradford Pt
Lots 3&4 - 300 W. Main St., Brad-
ford. Consideration = $25,000.

12-18-20 — Christopher G. Her-
schleb to Paul Kaare - Pt 5-13-5 SE -
1667 Township Rd. 1100N, LaFay-
ette. Consideration = $105,821.00.

12-21-20 — Mary L. Sigler to EJJNP
Properties, LLC. - Pt 32-13-6 NE.
Consideration = $718,022.

12-21-20 — Janet L. and Robert L.
Kamerer to Toulon Legion Memorial
Building Assoc. - Orig. Town of Tou-
lon - Pt 12-4. Consideration = $0.00.

12-30-20 — Collins E. Gibler, Sr.
and Kathie J. Gibler to Collins Eu-
gene Gibler, Jr. and Cathryn M.
Gibler- Turner’s Add’n - block 2 lot
7 - 326 S. Franklin, Toulon. Consid-
eration = $0.00.

12-21-20 — Luke Shafer to Allison
B. and Kal. M. Knowles - Pts 9-13-6
SW - 8041 Township Rd., 1000N,
Toulon. Consideration = $240,000.

12-21-20 — Merle E. Walker, by
POA to Richard C. Hardy - Pts 36-
13-6 SW - 500 N. Madison, Wyo-
ming. Consideration = $34,000.

12-22-20 — Kevin R. and Sally A.
Hoffman to Catherine A. Sullivan -
Hnederson & Whittaker’s Add’n. -
Block 11 lot 1 - 110 E, Greenwood
St., Toulon. Consideration = $8,500.

12-23-20 — Christine A. Desmit,
Elaine 1., Joseph E., Kevin M., Ran-
dall J. Kutchma, Pamela R. Neirynck
to Elmer W. and Lois Guthrie - Pts
11-14-6 SW - 10458 W. Osceola Rd.,
Neponset. Consideration = $0.00.

12-24-20 — Sharon L. Murray,
Linda Mushrush, Melanie Roberts,
Cinda Scott to Cinda Scott - Pt 24-
14-7 SW - 232 E. Main St., Brad-
ford. Consideration= $0.00.

12-31-20 — Brian G. and Scott W.
Efnor to Justin Gillespie and Janette
M. Jackson - Sect 25-14-6 SE E1/2.
Consideration = $536,000.

12-31-20 — Anne Marieand Michael
D. Potter to Jaymes E. Warren - Pt
30-12-7 SE - 1007 Township Rd,
1300 E Speer. Consideration =
$82,000.

12-31-20 — Sadler, Priscilla, A
Family Liability Limited Ptnshp to
Wiiliamson Family Farms, LLC Sect
24-12-5 NW SE and NE. Considera-
tion = $0.00.

1-4-21 — Leslea S., Martha A. and
Willard H. Carroll and Jill C. Stieg-
horst to Blake E. and Sarah E. Stieg-
horst - Pt 20-12-5 NW - 1016 W.
Jersey Rd., Toulon. consideration =
$55,000.

1-4-21 — Julie Lynn and William
James Greene and Haley Ann Ochoa
to Albert and Sharon Fuchs - Pt 27-
12-7 NE. Consideration = $95,000.

1-4-21 — Kenneth M. Snyder, Dec’d
by Exec. to Melanie A. Block - Und
1/2 Int sect 18-14-6 NE and Pt 6-14-
6 NW. Consideration = $0.00.

1-4-21 — Ardis A. Snyder, Dec’d by
Co-Exec. to Melanie A. Block - Und
1/2 Int Sect 18-14-6 NE. Considera-
tion = $0.00.

1-4-21 — Allison E. and Nicholas
Leezer to Teresa A. Dawson and
Kenneth G. Lain - Henderson &
Whitaker’s Add’n. Block 29 lots 12
& 13 - 329 E. Jefferson St., Toulon.
Consideration = $78,000.

1-7-21 — Julie Lynn and William
James Greene and Haley Ann Ochoa
to Kari L. and Keith R. Bush - N1/2
27-12-7 NW and Pt N1/2 27-12-7
NE. Consideration = $1,116,475.

1-8-21 — Robert L. Grant, Jr. to
Amber Chasteen - Pts 20-14-6 SE -
PArson’s Sub of Clinton Fuller’s
Block 2 Lot 2 - 14225 Elmira Rd.,
Toulon. Consideration = $58,500.

1-8-21 — Roger B. Jr. and Carolyn
R. Potter to David M. Harper - Cas-
tle’s Add’n Block 1 Lots 16 &17
S1/2 - 603 N. Galena Ave., Wyo-
ming. Consideration = $2,000.

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion
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GUEST VOICES

Of new looks, new pups & same old pols

Rambling through central Illinois,
pondering the many benefits of life
with a dog.

e o o

You may have noticed that this
issue of The Prairie News looks very
different. Then again, having lived
through far too many newspaper
redesigns over my 36 years as an ink-
stained wretch, I’'m convinced the
only people who
care about what
font you use in a
newspaper are
graphic artists and
page designers.
That being said,
our latest changes
do include larger
type, which is a
bit selfish since
my aging eyes need all the help they
can get. The other big change, which
I’'m hoping happens soon, is to get
this paper back to 12 pages, then to
16 pages and someday even to 20
pages. Unfortunately, the fiscal real-
ities of COVID-19 limit what we can
do right now. And without sports and
many events going on, there’s not
nearly as much to report locally.

Jeff
LAMPE

Once again, we have stumbled ac-
ross actual proof that kids are worth
having (which sometimes seems
more difficult than locating Bigfoot
prints). And no, this is not because of
the stimulus money that arrived last
week, which paid for new tires for
the wife’s car and deer jerky from
Elmwood Locker. No, my latest
proof came last Friday when we
brought home our long-awaited Lab-
rador pup, Buck. He looks like a tiny
polar bear and is, without a doubt, a
canine genius. My wife, who pre-
tended not to want another dog,
spoils the pup more than she ever
spoiled the kids. But without those
kids, Buck would probably have died
by now. Wait, wait. Don’t call the
animal rights folks. I’'m joking. But
the wife and I are getting old. “Have
you heard him whining?” she asked,
the other morning. My response of
“No” had the kids incredulous. “Dad,
he whined all night.” Hmmm. I guess
dealing with whimpers at 2 a.m. is no
longer realistic. But for kids it’s no
big deal, which is why young people

have babies, after all.

Accept my apologies. For some
reason Monday, [ became excited
about the Illinois General Assembly
actually meeting. After taking most
0f 2020 off for various weak reasons,
I figured it was time they got back to
work and hoped they could make
Gov. JB Pritzker finally be more ac-
countable. Dumb me. While finding
a replacement for Mike Madigan as
House speaker is a step forward,
much of the other legislation so far
will create new costs and headaches
for much of the state. Mandatory
body cameras? Who pays for that at a
time when municipalities everywhere
are running short due to COVID-19?
And why did bills have to be jammed
into a lame-duck session when dis-
cussion was so limited? Sigh. ... Part-
ing shot: Leaving the IHSA and the
IESA twisting in the wind regarding
what direction to take with sports is a
sad sign of how the Pritzker adminis-
tration operates. Sure, the governor is
in a tough spot handling COVID. But
to not make basic information avail-
able in a timely fashion is a sign of ar-
rogance, incompetence or disinterest.

Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040
or jeffl@wklypost.com

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion
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More COVID vaccines in

Henry, Stark counties

The Henry and Stark County Health
Department and the Henry County
Office of Emergency Management
are now rolling out COVID-19 vac-
cines to Phase 1B recipient groups.

Phase 1B recipients include essen-
tial workers such as courthouse and
highway employees, education sector
employees, utilities and transporta-
tion professionals and residents over
the age of 65.

Bradford JH students
make ILMEA festival

BRADFORD - Several Bradford
Junior High chorus students were ad-
mitted into the Illinois Music Educa-
tion Association’s District 2 Junior
Chorus Festival for 2020.

Those selected from Bradford are
Keagan Hamilton, Chelsey Stotler,
Abigail Peterson and Rose Krider.

Over 8,500 students submitted au-
ditions in different areas of music
education and, of those submissions,
over 6,500 students were selected to

CLASSIFIED ADS - Call (309) 286-2185

ATV REPAIR 883-0544.

participate in the 2020 Virtual Dis-
trict Festival.

Better Banks director

Dick Peterson retires
PEORIA — After a long and distin-
guished career, Dick Peterson has an-

nounced his retirement from the
board of directors of Better Banks.
Peterson began in 1967 as an Assis-
tant Vice President at Dunlap Bank
and rose to President in 1972. It was
in that position he joined the board.

“Dick’s contributions to Better
Banks have been significant and
meaningful. His extensive knowl-
edge of banking has helped guide our
growing bank and our expanding
footprint,” said Mike Stratton, Pres-
ident of Better Banks, which has a
branch in Wyoming. “We will miss
Dick’s leadership and collaboration
on the board, and I am grateful for
the contributions he has made.”

College honors

* Lyla Longabaugh of Wyoming
was inducted to the Quad-Cities
Campus chapter of Phi Theta Kappa
honor society at Black Hawk Col-
lege. Phi Theta Kappa is recognized

as the official honor society for com-
munity colleges by the American As-
sociation of Community Colleges.

To be eligible for membership, stu-
dents must have completed at least
12 credit hours and have a cumu-
lative GPA of 3.5 or higher.

* Briana Meinders of Wyoming was
named to the President’s List at

Culver-Stockton for the fall 2020
semester. Students on the president's
list have earned a 4.0 grade point
average.

* High honors winners (gpa 3.75 or
better) at Black Hawk College’s
Quad Cities Campus include the fol-
lowing local students: Galva - Wil-
liam Comer and Amy Percifield;
Wyoming - Gracie Coats and An-
thony Rushing.

* Honors winners (gpa 3.5 to 3.75)
at Black Hawk College’s Quad Cities
Campus include the following local
students: Galva - Drayson Owens;
Toulon - Tori Lomelino.

* Honors list full-time students (3.0
gpa or better) at Carl Sandburg Col-
lege for the fall semester include the
following local students: Galva -
Cameron Guinnee.

Rumbold & Kuhn, Inc.

Valley Central

Zsn Main Office: 800-322-5433 or 309-695-5151

o Grain Storage & Drying + Grain Merchandising ¢ Trucking Services

Duncan 309-385-4846  Valley 309-695-6465
Putnam 815-437-2471  Speer 309-249-2011
Princeville  309-385-4361 Wyoming 309-695-6459
Toulon 309-286-2461 Kewanee 309-852-0258

smoking, no pets. Landlord

HELP WANTED

BO/GAR

ENTERPRISES, INC.

First shift Saw Operator and
Second shift CNC Machinist.
Apply in person, 401 S. Main
Ave., Wyoming, IL 61491.
(309) 695-2025.

FOR SALE

BAYSINGAR’S
ANTIQUES

BAYSINGAR’S USED &
ANTIQUE FURNITURE:
large selection of Shabby
Chic all real wood furniture,
cottage white w/finished top.
Always buying older wood
furniture. Check out
Baysingar’s Facebook, 1135
Railroad Ave. (Rt 34 East),
Kewanee, (309) 883-0164.

SERVICES

ATV REPAIR: Most batteries
in stock for all ATVs. Snow
plow and winch special! Also
tires sold and installed. Free
calendars, Charlie’s Cycle
Supply, 3521 St. Rt. 78, West
Jersey, (309) 995-3319.

CENTRAL BOILER

MORE HEAT. Less wood.
Central Boiler certified
Outdoor Wood Furnace.
Prices start as low as $6,900.
Call today (309) 565-4300.

REMODELING &
REPAIR

All Types of home re-
modeling and repair. No job
too small! Carpentry, drywall,
electrical, ceramic & vinyl,
windows & doors, painting.
Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825.

SAW-N-LOGS

SAW-N-LOGS Tree Service.
Call (309) 525-0968 or (309)

REMODELING &
REPAIR

MOST types of quality home
remodeling and repairs
including doors, thermopane
vinyl replacement windows,
interior painting and
electrical, by Denny Miller.
Over 25 years of experience.
We also do kitchens, baths,
decks, steps and more. Small
jobs welcome! Call me at
(309) 995-3364, LaFayette.

FOR RENT

WYOMING

TWO BEDROOM at 102 East
Elm, living/kitchen
downstairs, bedrooms and
bath upstairs. $450/month
includes heat and water. No

and employer references
required. Call (612) 940-
5208.

WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE paid for
junk cars. Call (309) 932-
8220. Will pick up.

NOTICE

FIRST Baptist Church of
Wyoming Food Distribution
Center is open Sundays only
2:30 -4:30 p.m. at WyHi
Community Center, 401 N.
Galena Ave., Wyoming.
Elderly and disabled persons
call (309) 695-5116 for
delivery. Bring own boxes.

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion
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OBITUARIES

Joanne R. Clow
GALVA — Joanne R. Clow, 86,
formerly of Galva, passed away on
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2021, at Hillcrest
Home, rural Geneseo.
There was a private committal

service on Friday,
Jan. 8, at the
Rock Island Na-
tional Cemetery.
Memorials may
be made to the
Joanne Clow Me-
morial Fund.

Stackhouse-
Moore Funeral
Cremation Services, Galva, is as-
sisting the family with the arrange-
ments.

Joanne Ruth Taylor was born Dec.
27,1934, in Keene, N.H., the
daughter of Charles W. and Ruth
Barrett Taylor. She was educated in
New Hampshire schools. Her mar-
riage to Albert F. Clow took place
on Sept. 20, 1959, in Keene, N.H.
He passed away on March 16,
2014.

In her early years, Joanne worked
as a shoe assembler in a shoe fac-
tory and later enjoyed being a
mother and homemaker. Her
hobbies were knitting and patch-
work quilts.

Those surviving are three sons, Al-
bert Clow, Jr., Macomb, Wayne
(Debby) Clow, Toulon, and Chuck
(Pam) Clow, Des Moines, lowa;
and six grandchildren, Duke,
Denny, Donald, and Deandra Clow,
Madeline Clow, and Zacharia Clow.
Other survivors include four sisters,
Bessie Hands, Knoxville, Barbara
Reich, Blue Island, Ill., Marsha Sta-
ley, Galesburg, and Mary McGun-
ningal, Fla.

Her parents, her husband, a son,
Earl, and a daughter, Paula, pre-
ceded her in death.

Condolences may be expressed at
www.stackhousemoore.com.

Raymond F. Morrissey
WYOMING — Raymond Francis
Morrissey, 85, of Wyoming, passed
away at 7:54 p.m. on Friday, Jan. &,
2021, at OSF St. Francis Hospital in

Peoria.

Ray was born on May 25, 1935, in
Kewanee, the son of Raymond J.
and Mary R. (Keough) Morrissey.
He married Dorothy Ann King on
Feb. 27, 1960, in Wyoming; she
survives.

& Clow

Also surviving are three children,
Bill (Karen) Morrissey of Wyo-
ming, Debbie (Rob) Miller of Lake-
wood Ranch, Fla., and Raymond
Joseph (Michelle) Morrissey of
Wyoming; eight grandchildren,
Matt, Lauren
(Logan), Bran-
don, Logan, Jake,
Ryan (Ashley),
Emily (Jake), and
Tyler; six great-
grandchildren,
Brigid, Patrick,
Colin, Norah,
Vera, and Clara;
three sisters, Kay
Euchaski of Valmeyer, Jayne (Les)
Perrigo of Wyoming, and Margaret
Morrissey of Moline.

He was preceded in death by one
granddaughter, Jennifer Morrissey,
and one brother, Michael Morrissey.

Ray was a member of the United
States Navy, serving from 1954 to
1958, during the Korean War. While
in the Navy, he learned the refriger-
ation trade, starting his own busi-
ness in 1959. He started out
installing milk coolers at dairy
farms in Illinois, Iowa, and Wiscon-
sin. He also did household appli-
ance repair and commercial
refrigeration for surrounding
grocery stores, restaurants and tav-
erns.

Shortly after Ray and Dorothy
opened their appliance store in
1977, his two sons joined the
family business where they all
worked side by side. There were
many late nights and early morn-
ings when Ray was called out on
calls but never complained. Ray
and Dorothy were the Grand Mar-
shalls of the Moonlight Madness
Parade and recipients of the 2018
Excellence in Business Member
award from the Wyoming Chamber
of Commerce. They also received
the Wyoming Lions Club Joe Col-
gan Community Champion Award
in 2019.

His family business received the
Wyoming Jaycees Distinguished
Service Award. Ray was a member
of the American Legion Post #91
and attended the Peoria Honor
Flight. He also was a 4th Degree
Knight of Columbus and a member
of St. Dominic Catholic Church in
Wyoming.

Ray enjoyed hunting, fishing and

Morrissey

his annual RV trips to Walt Disney
World with Dorothy, where he was
the Magic Kingdom Honorary Vet-
eran of the day on Jan. 29, 2013,
and helped lower the flag.

Ray will always be remembered
for his infectious smile, his kind-
ness to all he came in contact with
and his unending love and dedica-
tion to his family. His funeral mass
was on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021,
at St. Dominic Catholic Church in
Wyoming. Fr. John Cyr officiated.
Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Wyoming is in charge of ar-
rangements. Burial was to be in St.
Dominic Catholic Cemetery in Wy-
oming.

Memorial contributions may be to
Abilities Plus in Kewanee or the
Wyoming 4-H Building Fund.

Condolences may be left for Ray’s
family on his tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

Terry A. Welch

NEKOMA - Terry A. Welch, 75,
of rural Woodhull, died at 7:20
p.m., Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021, at the
Kewanee Care Home.

Cremation will be accorded and a
Celebration of his Life and inurn-
ment at Davenport Memorial Park
will be held at a later date. Memori-
als may be directed
to the Galva As-
sembly of God
Church. Rux Fu-
neral Home in
Galva is in charge
of arrangements.

He was born July
30, 1945, in Da-
venport, Towa, the Welch
son of Orville and Lillian Welch.
Survivors include his close friends,
Ron Hepner and Robert Hook and
he was preceded in death by his
parents.

Terry was a tax accountant and
had Welch’s Tax Service in Nekoma
and then later sold to Compton Ac-
counting. He was a member of the
Galva Assembly of God Church
where he was an overhead music
projectionist and a member of its
board. He was a member of the
Galva Food Pantry board and was
also executive secretary of the Inde-
pendent Accountants Association of
Illinois.

This obituary may be viewed and
private condolences left at
www.ruxfuneralhome.com.

Welch new speaker; policing hills passes

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD — Rep. Emanuel
“Chris” Welch, D-Hillside, will be
the next speaker of the Illinois House
of Representatives after days of
closed-door meetings with fellow
Democrats.

Michael Madigan, who has been
speaker for all but two years since
1983, issued a statement congratulat-
ing Welch as “speaker-elect” minutes
before lawmakers were set to vote.

Welch will be the state’s first black
speaker.

e Criminal justice bill = The Illinois
Senate passed a criminal justice om-
nibus bill early Wednesday morning
after a grueling 20 hours of politick-

ing during Tuesday’s lame-duck ses-
sion. The House followed suit Wed-

nesday, clearing the way for the bill

to head to the governor.

The legislation is made up of sev-
eral provisions that touch all facets of
the criminal justice system. The Pre-
trial Fairness Act, a longtime passion
project to end cash bail in Illinois by
Sen. Robert Peters, D-Chicago, and a
complete overhaul of police certifi-
cation crafted by Illinois Attorney
General Kwame Raoul were both ab-
sorbed into the omnibus package.

Many debated aspects, such as end-
ing qualified immunity for law en-
forcement, were reduced or removed
from the bill. The scaled down ver-
sion was attacked by Republican

lawmakers, who said its changes
would negatively impact the safety of
[llinois communities.

Effective Jan. 1, 2023, all bail
bonds and conditions of bail will be
replaced by a system of pretrial re-
lease to be developed by the Illinois
courts. The General Assembly also
intends to establish statewide use-of-
force standards by 2022.

A police certification provision was
also added to the bill. It gives the
state more power over who can be a
member of law enforcement.

Also, the Law Enforcement Of-
ficer-Worn Body Camera Act is
amended so that all law enforcement
agencies must eventually use body
cameras.
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TOULON
Toulon United Methodist Church

Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy
229 W. Main St., Toulon
PO Box 538
(812) 698-9294
Sun. Worship: 9:15 and 10:30 am
Check us out on Facebook @
Toulon United Methodist Church

Elmira United Presbyterian Church

Rev. Art Blegen
3919 Township Rd 760E, Toulon, IL 61483
(309) 896-3481
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

The Gathering Church

Location: The Ely Barn
2403 Township Rd. 100 N., Toulon, IL 61483
40°59°'24” N 89°56'20"W
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m.

Mail: PO Box 322
Wyoming, IL 61491

info@thegathering.life

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE

Join the Directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your
information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run
advertisements you will automatically be given the lowest rate of
$4.25 per column inch.

Please email your information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to: The Prairie

News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.
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LEGAL ADS

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF WILLIAM E. ABRAMS
No. 2020-P-26
Deceased
NOTICE OF GLAIM DAY

Notice is given to creditors of the
death of WILLIAM E. ABRAMS on
December 14, 2020.

On December 18, 2020, Letters
of Administration were issued to
Ruth Ann Durbin, 716 E. Prospect
Street, Kewanee, IL 61443, whose
attorney of record is Anne C. Ren-
nick, P.0. Box 90, Wyoming, IL
61491.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, Stark County Court-
house, Toulon, IL 61483, or with
the Representatives, or both, on or
before (a) July 2, 2021 or (b) if
mailing or delivery of a notice from
the Representative is required by
the provisions of Section 18-3 of
the Probate Act of 1975, the date
stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before the aforemen-
tioned date(s) is barred. Copies of
a claim filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to the Repre-
sentative and to the Attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.

Dated: December 28, 2020

/S/Anne C. Rennick
Anne C. Rennick
Attorney for: Estate of William E.
Abrams
P.0. Box 90
Wyoming, IL 61491
Ph: (309)-695-4701
Fax: (309)-695-2119
Email: acrennick@yahoo.com
Published 1/1, 1/8, 1/15/21

[ N N J

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT STARK
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF:
BARBARA J. CARROLL,
No. 2020p25
Deceased
CLAIM NOTICE

(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Barbara J. Carroll. Letters of Office

were issued on December

18, 2020, to Bridget Rickard as In-
dependent Administrator whose at-
torneys are Barash &

Everett, LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of the
court, Stark County,

Toulon, lllinois or with the repre-
sentative, or both on or before July
1, 2021. Any claim not filed by that
date is barred. Copies of a claim
filed with the Clerk must be mailed
or delivered to the representative
and to the attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed. E-filing is
now mandatory for documents in
civil cases with limited exemptions.
To e-file, you
must first create an account with
an e-filing provider. Visit efile.illi-
noiscourts.gov/serviceproviders.ht
m to learn more and to select a
service provider. If you need ad-
ditional help or have trouble e-fil-
ing, visit
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/ge-
thelp.asp. Or talk with your local
circuit
clerk’s office.

Barash & Everett, LLC

Attorney for Executor

P.0. Box 165

Galva, IL 61434

(309) 932-2001

everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 1/1, 1/8, 1/15/21

[ N )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:
WILLIAM J. SELF, Deceased
No. 2020P24
CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
William J. Self. Letters of Office
were issued on December 11,
2020, to Jonathan Hallman, as In-
dependent Representative, whose
attorneys are Barash & Everett,
LLC.

Claims against the Estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of
Court, Stark County Courthouse,
Toulon, lllinois, or with the repre-

sentative - or both - on or before
June 30, 2021. Any claim not filed
by that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed. E-fil-
ing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must
first create an account with an e-fil-
ing service provider. Visit:
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more
and to select a service provider.
If you need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit:
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local
Circuit Clerk’s office.
Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorneys for Executor
211 W. 2nd St.
Kewanee, IL 61443
(309) 852-5555
Published 1/1, 1/8, 1/15/21
o000
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of
JASON P. KUBIAK, deceased
No. 2020-P-135
Notice is given of the death of
JASON P. KUBIAK. Letters of Inde-
pendent Administrator were issued
on December 28, 2020, to Ashley
Jannie, of 5671 Gainesway Drive,
Greenwood, IN 46142, as Inde-
pendent Administrator, whose at-
torney is Michael E. Massie, 115
NW 3rd Avenue, Galva, IL 61434.
Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the Henry
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse,
Cambridge, lllinois 61238, or with
the representative, or both, within
six months from the date of first
publication, the BAR DATE, and
any claims not filed within that
period is barred. Copies of a claim
filed with the clerk must be mailed
or delivered to the representative
and to the attorney within ten days
after it has been filed.
Massie & Quick, LLC
Attorneys for Estate

115 Northwest Third Avenue
Galva, IL 61434
Telephone: (309) 932-2168
Published 1/8, 1/15, 1/22/21
[ N N ]
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS
OF STARK COUNTY

Renewal forms for the 2021 as-
sessment year are being mailed to
all Stark County property owners
who had previously signed up for
the Senior Citizens Assessment
Freeze, Homestead Exemption,
Disabled Persons and the Disabled
Veterans. The deadline for their re-
turn is July 1, 2021.

The following is a list of all ex-
emptions. If you have any ques-
tions concerning any of the
homestead exemptions, or to ob-
tain applications, contact the Su-
pervisor of Assessments office at
130 West Main St., Toulon, lllinois,
or call 286-7172.

Owner Occupied Exemption re-
duces the final equalized assessed
value by the amount the current
equalized assessed value exceeds
the 1977 equalized assessed value
up to a maximum reduction of
$6,000. To qualify a taxpayer must
own and occupy a property as his
or her principal dwelling on Janu-
ary 1st of the assessment year.

Homestead Exemption is for tax-
payers who will be 65 years of age
or older anytime during the as-
sessment year and who own and
occupy their property. This ex-
emption reduces the equalized as-
sessed value by $5,000.

Senior Citizen Assessment Freeze
Exemption is for taxpayers who
will be 65 years of age or older
during the assessment year, have a
total household income of less
than $65,000 for the prior year,
and occupy their dwelling on Janu-
ary 1 of the taxable year, own the
property and be liable for payment
of property tax for the taxable year.
Applications must be submitted
annually to the Supervisor of As-
sessments.

Home Improvement Exemption
reduces the Board of Review as-
sessed value by the amount of in-

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

RECEIPTS:

Real Estate Taxes:
Interest

Building Rentals
Recreation Programs
Donations

Loans

Miscellaneous

TOTAL RECEIPTS
TOTAL CASH AND RECEIPTS
DISBURSEMENTS
Operational Costs
Building Maintenance
Supplies

Insurance

Asset Maintenance
Loan Repayment
Utilities

Recreational Programs
Miscellaneous

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

Respectfully Submitted
Keith Knowles, Treasurer
LaFayette Park District

LAFAYETTE PARK DISTRICT
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT
FISCAL YEAR 2020
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements for the Fiscal Year beginning
June 1, 2019 and ending May 31, 2020.
Cash on hand all accounts June 1, 2019

CASH on hand all accounts May 31, 2020.

$53,610.93

$23,009.12
$57.35
$225.00
$64.00

$23,355.47
$76,966.40

$603.80
$7,900.19

0
$5,507.38
$0

$0
$14,011.37
$62,955.03

crease in assessed value due to
improvements being added to an
existing residential structure. The
exemption is for four years from
the date of completion and is for
maximum amount of $75,000 in
market value.

Disabled Persons Homestead Ex-
emption provides a $2,000 reduc-
tion in a property’s EAV to a
qualifying property owned by a dis-
abled person. Applications must be
submitted annually to the Supervi-
sor of Assessments office.

Returning Veterans Homestead
Exemption provides a one-time
$5,000 reduction in a property’s
EAV to a qualifying veterans who
return from active duty in an armed
conflict involving armed forces of
the United States. To receive this
exemption, the veteran must file an
application with the Supervisor of
Assessments office upon their re-
turn home.

Disabled Veterans Standard

Homestead Exemption provided a
reduction in a property’s EAV to a
qualifying property owner owned
by a veteran with a service con-
nected disability certified by the
U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs. A
$2,500 homestead exemption is
available with a disability of at least
30% but less than 50% or a
$5,000 homestead exemption with
a disability of at least 50% but less
than 70%, and a disability of 70%
or more, the property is exempt
from taxation. The veteran must
file an annual application with the
Supervisor of Assessments office.

Disabled Veterans Exemption re-
duces the Board of Review as-
sessed value by up to $70,000 in
assessed value for homes espe-
cially built or remodeled to suit a
veteran disabled while serving in
the Armed Forces. Applications are
processed by the Board of Review.
Published 1/8, 1/15/21
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IHSA and IESA Sports still on hold

By JEFF LAMPE
For The Prairie News

The guessing game con-
tinues for school sports in
[llinois. While a vaccine is
being distributed and some
parts of the state appear to
be headed for less strict
COVID-19 mitigations
today, there is still much
uncertainty about when
and if seasons will start.

At present, all IHSA and
IESA sports are on a hold-
ing pattern. And though
both of the sanctioning
bodies met with top offi-
cials from the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health
(IDPH) and Gov. JB
Pritzker’s staff on Jan. 6, it
is uncertain whether sports
can resume any time soon.

“We don’t necessarily
know that all parts of the
state can start at the same
time and play at the same
time, and we don’t have
clarification of if we can
start, what can start,” said
Matt Troha, an assistant
executive director of the
THSA. “It’s like with most
of this, we don’t have any
good answers.”

The IHSA Board of Di-
rectors was to meet Wed-
nesday, Jan. 13, and may
have to start ruling out
some sports, since time is
running short.

“Our Board of Directors
is going to have difficult
decisions to make regard-
ing the seasons’ for me-
dium- and high-risk sports
very soon,” said Craig An-
derson, IHSA Executive
Director. “With no specific
IDPH timeline or statistical
benchmarks established for
the return of sports and the
calendar shrinking, putting
together a puzzle that al-
lows for all sports to be
played becomes increas-
ingly improbable.”

Last year when sports
were first postponed, the
IHSA had talked about
basketball season running
through Feb. 13, football
and volleyball happening
Feb. 15 to May 1 and
spring sports opening May
3 through June 26.

Delays have made those
dates look improbable,
though several officials say
volleyball appears the most

likely to happen.

As IESA Executive Di-
rector Steve Endsley said,
“The calendar always
wins.”

While nobody has said it
openly, most observers
doubt the IHSA can fit
boys and girls high school
basketball seasons into the
current framework. Foot-
ball and wrestling seasons
also look unlikely, given
the present restrictions in
place for high-risk sports.

Could football be called
off to allow for a basket-
ball season? Or vice versa?
Could girls basketball be
sacrificed to allow for vol-
leyball, a lower-risk sport?

All those are hard deci-
sions the IHSA board has
to face.

“I feel like we’re going
to play the spring sports
[baseball, softball and
track and field], and maybe
in the next week or two
start some bowling and
swimming and badmin-
ton,” Troha said. “But I'm
starting to worry about if
we are allowed to play
football in the fall.”

Yes, he said next fall, not
this spring.

The IESA had planned to
start basketball practice on
Jan. 4 and volleyball prac-
tice on Jan. 11. Endsley
said he expects to get
“bombarded” with calls if
Gov. Pritzker announces a
reduction in mitigations.

“But right now I have no
answer,” he said.

DRAINAGE & EXCAVATING

Land & Fenceline Clearing
Waterway Installation

Cement & Foundation Removal
Field Tiling

e

v ‘@ma

Jonathan
309.238.8479

Luke
309.238.7696

14359 TWP Rd 1500 E
Bradford IL 61421
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