
By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News- 

   GALVA – News of a masked in-
truder breaking into the Galva 
school building was naturally a 
topic of discussion at Monday’s 
school board meeting. 
   After the board approved the in-
stallation of cellular motion detec-
tors in the school, Superintendent 
Doug O’Riley noted the detectors 
would have helped catch the in-
truder had they been in place on 

the night of Jan. 30. That’s when 
a white male subject gained entry 
to the school by breaking a class-
room window. The intruder then 
searched every room and took 
property along the way. 
   Galva police estimate the in-
truder was between 5-foot-8 and 
5-10. He was wearing a black 
winter coat. Anyone with infor-
mation is asked to call the Galva 
police at (309) 932-3911. 
   The board also voted to accept a 

bid from East Moline Glass of 
$266,350 to replace all windows 
at the Elementary School. 
   The board approved a two-year 
contract with ROWVA and Wil-
liamsfield for football. Williams-
field has also joined the 
Mid-County coop for golf. 
   The board also approved a nine 
person committee to study and 
discuss co-oping all sports with 
Williamsfield and ROWVA.  
O’Riley said this could take up to 

a year and they could decide on 
all or just a few sports to coop. 
   O’Riley said district employees 
can get their second COVID vac-
cine next week. 
   The curriculum committee has 
met and Galva hopes to be back 
in school by March 16 for a five-
hour day. O’Riley said times have 
not yet been set, though a 7:45 
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. day is possible 
and would allow lunches to be 
sent home with students. 
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Galva schools dealing with masked intruder 

Bradford man 
faces attempted 
murder trial

Stark County board 
battles Frontier woes

Wyoming plans to demolish old locker property
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – Wyoming’s city council 
plans to move forward with demolition 
of the old locker building at 103 N. 
Galena after an update on the issue at its 
Monday meeting. 

   Paralegal Julie Maher called the locker 
building “an immediate hazard” and pre-
sented steps necessary for the city to 
take possession of the property so that 
the demotion could commence. Maher 
told the council a sign at the property 
must have Wyoming Police Chief Mark 

James’ signature on it and be posted at 
the property for 30 days, plus the city’s 
intent to take possession of the property 
must be published in the local news-
paper. After 30 days, the city must start 
demolition within another 30 days. 

This intruder who broke into 
Galva Jr./Sr. High School was 
caught on a surveillance camera.

Continued on Page 2

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – A Bradford man, 36-year-old 
Carter Leo Scott, was found by Circuit Judge 
James A. Mack to have had probable cause in 
charges of attempted murder of a peace officer, 
aggravated discharge of a firearm at a peace of-
ficer and aggravated assault with the use of a 
deadly weapon.  
   Mack set a jury trial date for Aug. 9 with a 

pretrial date of April 13. 
   Scott, along with his attor-
ney Kevin Sullivan, of Peo-
ria, was in Stark’s Circuit 
Court Friday for a prelimi-
nary hearing.  
   “The evidence is only 
speculative,” Sullivan said. 
“Speculation is the testi-
mony [of Stark County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Dawson 

Nuding] that the rifle was fired in the direction 
of the deputy.” 
   Sullivan also argued there is not enough ev-
idence for the charge of aggravated discharge 
of a firearm at a peace officer, because Nuding 
could not be sure the rifle was fired at him.  
   Nuding said that with his military experience 
and deputy’s experience the rifle’s muzzle 

Tired of dealing with the pandemic and cold weather? Take part in the 
Great Backyard Bird County, being held Feb. 12-15. All you have to do 
is spend at least 15 minutes or more watching for birds and keeping 
track of what you see. Then enter your sightings online at www.bird-
count.org to assist scientists. Photo by Gretchen Steele.

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Frontier Com-
munications continues to add 
billing charges to accounts the 
Stark County board of super-
visors is attempting to disen-
gage from that business. The 
county has switched, or is at-
tempting to switch, to Mid-
Century for telephone lines in 
courthouse offices, annex of-
fices and the Sheriff’s office. 
   Stark County treasurer Paula 
Leezertold the board at its 
Tuesday meeting that she con-
tacted the Frontier representa-
tive on Jan. 13 to cancel all 
existing phone lines, except 
for the Law Enforcement 
Agencies Data System for the 
Sheriff’s Office. 

   “I received an email of 
January 26, 13 days later, that 
they (Frontier) finally can-
celled them. We’ve received a 
couple of more bills prior to 
Jan. 26,” Leezer said. “They 
are saying that we owe more 
than what we do. I’m wonder-
ing why it took 13 days to go 
through as opposed to cancel-
ling on the 13th.” 
   One of the account numbers 
Leezer informed the board 
about is a new account Fron-
tier presented for billing pur-
poses, according to Leezer, 
and has an $824 amount due. 
Leezer said the new account is 
a bill for the courthouse and 
annex phone service “that was 
not cancelled when re-

Continued on Page 2Scott

Continued on Page 4



Page 2 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS • February 12, 2021 

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

BOARD: ‘This is a very, very dishonest outfit’

WYOMING: New business

quested.”  
   Leezer said the account was billed 
Jan. 25 and was cancelled Jan. 26. 
   “I don’t agree with it. Again, what 
Caroline [Borden-Campion, State’s 
Attorney] found in the terminology 
of the contract for that particular bill, 
our contract was dated in July, but 
Frontier is saying the contract is from 
October, which is not right.” 
   This prompted board chairman Al 
Curry to say, “The five years that we 
were promised [by Frontier] to halve 
our bill, has actually doubled. Plus 
we paid $300 a month, I believe, for 
all that equipment that was supposed 
to halve our bill and it actually dou-

bled. 
   “These guys have done – in my 
opinion – nothing but lie to us over 
this whole five year period. This is a 
very, very dishonest outfit.” 
   Leezer said Frontier has put up “a 
lot of roadblocks for Mid-Century in 
converting the phone lines.”           
   Curry said the county will pay less 
than half for Mid-Century’s service 
vs. what Frontier charged. 
   An employee handbook revision 
was approved allowing employees to 
carry one week of vacation to the 
next year. If vacation time is not 
used, the employee “loses” any ad-
ditional time. 
   Committee assignments were an-

nounced: Police – Bill Loane and 
Kari Bush; legislative/economic de-
velopment – Tom Howes and Tim 
McMillen; Health Board – Bush; Ju-
dicial – McMillen and Howes; Build-
ing/Grounds – Curry; Road/Bridge – 
Robin Nowlan and Loane; Building 
Compliance – Howes; Policy and 
Procedure – Bush; and Finance – all 
board members. 
   Curry said nobody has stepped for-
ward to fill two vacant seats on the 
board. 
   Tabled to next month was a request 
by Bo/Gar Enterprises to rezone 
from commercial to light industrial 
the former Wyoming Motors build-
ing on South Seventh Street. 

Continued from Page 1

   The locker building has 
walls that are falling 
down, and there appear to 
be feral cats using the 
building as a home. Re-
cently, a concerned neigh-
bor attended a council 
meeting and requested the 
city and council demolish 
the building. 
   City engineer Justin 
Reeise discussed updating 
the waste water treatment 
plant. Reeise said the 
project looks to be in 
good shape to be com-
pleted, but gave no time-

line because the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency has recently 
changed managers. 
   During his mayor’s re-
port, Pat Maher discussed 
the need to purchase a 
pre-fabricated building or 
storage shed for storage of 
the city’s and police de-
partment records. 
   Finally, Economic De-
velopment Advisor Denny 
Rewerts said he has been 
speaking with some 
people about opening 
another new business to 
be located downtown. 

Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic Citations and 
Ordinance Violations 
1-24-21 -  Gabriel J. Coile - Speed-

ing 26-34 mph over limit. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
2-3-21 - Two 17-year-old Bradford 

teens were issued notices to appear 
for theft and criminal trespass to 
property. 
2-3-21 - Kirk C. Bryner, 65, home-

less, was arrested on a Stark County 
warrant for failure to appear on an 
original charge of fleeing and elud-
ing. Unable to post bond he was 
taken into custody and placed in the 
Stark County Jail. Bryner was also 
found wanted on a federal warrant 
for a probation violation and was ex-
tradited to the Knox County Jail.  
2-5-21 - Carl P. Porter, 43, Wyo-

ming, was arrested on a McDonough 
County warrant for failure to appear 
on an original charge of driving 
while his license was suspended, and 
on a Stark County warrant for failure 
to appear on an original charge of 
unlawful possession of a weapon. 
He was later released with a notice 
to appear and court dates in both 
counties. 
2-6-21 - An employee at the Brad-

ford Casey’s reported an unidentified 
individual stole items from the busi-
ness. The incident remains under in-
vestigation.  
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
2-1-21 - to Galva High School for a 

burglary, criminal damage to prop-
erty complaint. 
2-1 - to the intersection of NW 4th 

St. and NW 4th Ave. for a two-ve-
hicle accident with damage. As a re-
sult, Ricky Billingsly, 55, Galva, was 
issued a citation for failure to yield 
right-of-way at a stop intersection. 
2-1 - along with the fire department 

and Stark County Medic, to assist 
Henry County with an accident east 
of town on Route 34. Two vehicles 
were stuck in the ditch. 
2-1 - As the result of a traffic stop 

in the 200 block of NW 4th St., Jo-
shua Carlson, 31, Galva, was ar-
rested for driving while license 
revoked. He was released with a no-
tice to appear. 
2-1 - to the 500 block of SE 4th St. 

for a report involving an unemploy-
ment scam. 
2-1 - to the 00 block of NE 4th Ave. 

for a subject who was acting out. 
2-2 - to the 100 block of NW 1st St. 

for a loose dog complaint. The res-
ident transported the dog to the vet-
erinary clinic for impound. 
2-3 - Officer was notified about a 

vehicle repossession in the 200 
block of NW 1st Ave.  
2-3 - to the 1100 block of SE 2nd 

St. for a motorist assist complaint. 
The vehicle was towed. 
2-3 - to the 00 block of NE 4th Ave. 

for a disturbance complaint. 
2-4 - Officer was notified of a 

crossing arm malfunction at the rail-
road crossing at NE 2nd St. BNSF 
had a repair crew en route. 
2-4 - to the 900 block of SE 2nd St. 

for a motorist assist. 
2-4 - to a residence on NE 2nd St. 

to assist Illinois DCFS. 
2-4 - to a vehicle in the ditch com-

plaint on East 2250 St. near Trolley 
Rd. 
2-4 - to assist Henry County with 

several motorist assists on County 
Highway 5 north of Galva.  
2-5 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd St. 

for a gas drive off. 
2-6 - to assist Henry County with a 

vehicle rollover accident on 300 N. 
just east of County Highway 5. 
2-6 - Officer was notified about a 

possible water main break in the 500 
block of SW 6th St. The Galva 
Water Dept. was notified. 
2-7 - to the 400 block of East Divi-

sion St. for an animal neglect com-
plaint. Four dogs were removed and 
impounded. 
2-7 - Officer assisted the Henry 

County Sheriff’s Department with a 
vehicle pursuit that ended in the 
1000 block of West Division Street. 
Several charges are pending with 
Henry County. 
Property Transfers 
2-1 - Agnes E. Snyder to Shane L. 

Kaiser, Trustee - Pt 10-13-5 NW 
NW - Consideration = $409,420.00. 
2-1 - PIP-EAST, LLC. to Enrique 

Antunez-Villalobos and Modesta 
Herrera-Salgado - Pt 29-12-6 SE - 
7863 Duncan Road, Wyoming. - 
Consideration = $24,000.00. 
Divorce 
2-5 - Marsha J. Moore, Toulon and 

Eugene A. Moore, Jr., Spring Valley.

REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS 
   • • •     

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

MORTON COMMUNITY BANK,  
An Illinois Banking Corporation,  
Plaintiff,  
v.  
JAMES L. NEWTON a/k/a JAMES  
LYNN NEWTON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS  
and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,  
Defendants.  
Case No.  2020CH2 

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 
   PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered by the Court in 
the above entitled cause the 
property hereinafter described or so 

much thereof as shall be sufficient 
to satisfy said judgment, will be sold 
to the highest bidder. 
   1. The name, address and 
telephone number of the person to 
contact for information regarding 
the real estate is:  Lynne M. Binkele, 
Benckendorf & Benckendorf, P.C., 
101 NE Randolph Ave., Peoria, IL 
61606, (309) 673-0797. 
   2. The common address and other 
common description, if any, of the 
real estate is:  16395 Township 
Road 00 North, Speer, Illinois 
61479. 
   3. A description of the 
improvements on the real estate is:  
single-family residence and 
outbuildings. 
   4. The real estate may be 

inspected prior to sale at the 
following times:  This property will 
not be open for inspection. 
   5. The time and place of the sale 
are:  February 24, 2021, at 10:00 
a.m., at the Stark County 
Courthouse. 
   6. The terms of the sale are:  This 
is an “AS-IS” sale for cash.  The 
successful bidder must deposit 10% 
down by certified funds and pay the 
balance by certified funds within 24 
hours. 
   7. Title will be conveyed subject to 
rights of tenants in possession, all 
general unpaid real estate taxes, 
special assessments, if any, 
easements and restrictions of 
record, and all liens not terminated 
by the Judgment of Foreclosure 

entered herein.  This property is 
offered for sale without any 
representation as to sufficiency of 
title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff.  The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibility and cost 
of evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession 
of the premises. 
MORTON COMMUNITY BANK, 
An Illinois Banking Corporation, 
Plaintiff, 
By: /s/  Lynne M. Binkele
LYNNE M. BINKELE 
One of Plaintiff’s Attorneys 
Benckendorf & Benckendorf, P.C. 
101 NE Randolph Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois 61606 
Tel.: (309) 673-0797 
Published 1/29, 2/5, 2/12/21
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except the last 
week of December and a week 
in July) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elm-
wood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad & Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - 
Angie Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

   The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mon-
days by 3 p.m. The Prairie News 
encourages readers to submit 
news for publication. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
that part of an ad in which the 
error occured. 
   The Prairie News is a member 
of the Illinois Press Association.

TRIAL: Charges stem from Oct. 5 incident
flash indicated to him that 
the rifle was being pointed 
in his direction. When 
asked by Sullivan if the 
rifle could have possibly 
been pointed in a different 
direction, Nuding an-
swered, “Yes.” 
   “I don’t believe the 
threats are speculative and 

I will find probable cause 
on counts one, two and 
three,” Mack said.  
   Sullivan then entered a 
plea of not guilty on behalf 
of Scott. 
   Scott was charged last 
Oct. 5 with the three 
counts after Nuding re-
sponded to a domestic/hos-
tage situation.     

   Documentation shows 
that Shawna D. Cassidy 
called the Stark County 
Sheriff’s Office stating that 
she, with her two children, 
had locked themselves in a 
bathroom at a North 
Modena Road residence 
because there was a man 
outside with a gun. 
   At some point during the 
situation, Cassidy and chil-
dren went to a neighbor’s 
residence. Nuding’s report 
states that he went first to 
the neighbor’s residence, 
then travelled to Scott’s 
residence.  
   Nuding made verbal con-
tact with an alleged intoxi-
cated Scott, but Nuding 
remained at his deputy’s 
vehicle “not knowing if 
Carter had his firearm.” 

   It was at this juncture 
that Scott allegedly fired 
three shots from “an AR15 
style rifle” in Nuding’s di-
rection after asking Nuding 
if “he was ready to meet 
his maker.” 
   Scott was subsequently 
arrested after his father, 
Stark County Chief Deputy 
Chuck Demetreon, Wyo-
ming Police Chief Mark 
James and other law en-
forcement officials arrived 
at the scene. 
   The first two charges are 
Class X felonies punish-
able of up to 45 years in 
prison each, with a man-
datory minimum prison 
term of 10 years on each. 
   Scott is free from cus-
tody on a $250,000 bond, 
with 10 percent applied. 

Continued from Page 1



Page 5www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • February 12 2021   

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

CLASSIFIED ADS - Call (309) 286-2185
EMPLOYMENT 

• Box Builder - Princeville, Ill. Re-
source MFG has multiple openings 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd shift starting 
at $11.00 and up in Princeville. 
Good attendance and dependabil-
ity is a must. Safety-minded 
workers are required. Please apply 
online at: https://apply.re-
sourcemfg.com/Account/Create?jo
bnumber=661582  or contact 
David at (309) 682-6511. 

FOR RENT  
• WYOMING: Two-bedroom at 
102 East Elm, living/kitchen down-
stairs, bedrooms and bath up-
stairs. $450/month includes heat 
and water. No smoking, no pets. 
Landlord and employer references 
required. Call (612) 940-5208. 

SERVICES 

• ATV REPAIR: ATV Repairs, 
most batteries in stock for all 
ATVs. Snow plow and winch spe-
cial! Also tires sold and installed. 

Free calendars. Charlie's Cycle 
Supply, 3521 St. Rt. 78, West Jer-
sey. (309) 995-3319. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Central Boiler certified Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. Prices start as low 
as $6,900. Call today (309) 565-
4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, painting. 
Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-3825. 
• TREE SERVICE: Saw-N-Logs 
Tree Service. Call (309) 525-0968 
or (309) 883-0544. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call 

me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette. 

FOR SALE 

• ANTIQUES: Baysingar’s Used & 
Antique Furniture: Large selection 
of Shabby Chic all real wood furni-
ture, cottage white w/ finished top. 
Always buying older wood furni-
ture. Check out Baysingar’s Face-
book, 1135 Railroad Ave (Rt. 34, 
East), Kewanee (309) 883-0164. 

WANTED 

• RUNNING GEAR: 4-wheel run-
ning gear from wagon. Box not re-
quired. (309) 231-6040. 
• JUNK CARS: Highest price paid 
for junk cars. Call (309) 932-
8220. Will pick up. 

NOTICE 

FIRST Baptist Church of Wyoming 
Food Distribution Center is open 
Sundays only 2:30 -4:30 p.m. at 
WyHi Community Center, 401 N. 
Galena Ave., Wyoming. Elderly and 
disabled persons call (309) 695-
5116 for delivery. Bring boxes.

FOR ANSWERS  
SEE PAGE 3

Stark County girls top Wethersfield, 67-43
By JEFF LAMPE 

For The Prairie News 
...TOULON – After 
months of delays in getting 
a long-awaited girls bas-
ketball season underway, 
the Stark County girls did-
n’t waste any time on 
Tuesday. 
   The Lady Rebels jumped 
to a 22-8 lead after one 
quarter against Wethers-
field and then maintained a 
lead throughout the game 
at Stark County High 
School on the way to a 67-
43 victory. 
   Lindley Johnston had 10 
of her team-high 25 points 
in the opening quarter, as 
Stark County (1-0) un-
leased some pent up hoops 
energy on Wethersfield. 
   Johnston rained in a trio 
of 3-pointers for the Lady 
Rebels, whose coach Scott 
Paxson had hoped for im-
proved outside shooting 
this year to go with nor-
mally stingy defense. 
   Stark County also got 
treys from Kelsey Berch-
told, who was second on 
the team with 20 points, 
and Olivia Hopp, who tal-
lied 10. Lexi Davis added 
eight points for Stark 
County and Riley Menssen 
tallied four. 
   Wethersfield (0-2) was 

led by Kennedy Ander-
son’s 13 points. 
   Stark County returns to 
action today, Feb. 12, with 
a home game against pe-
rennial Lincoln Trail Con-
ference power Princeville 
(2-1). The Lady Prices beat 
Wethersfield in their 
opener, 68-39, but lost to 
Brimfield on Monday, 65-
32, and then beat Annawan 
on Tuesday, 67-41. 
   Elsewhere in girls bas-
ketball, Galva (0-3) lost 
Tuesday to ROWVA- Wil-
liamsfield, 55-38, and fell 
to Mercer County last Sat-
urday, 57-32. The Lady 
Wildcats dropped their 
opener at Kewanee, 39-35, 
after leading heading 
through the third quarter. 
   The girls are at West 
Central Friday and then re-
turn home Saturday to face 

Peoria Heights. 
   • Boys basketball: The 
Stark County boys started 
slowly in a 69-42 season-
opening loss at Wethers-
field. The Rebels (0-1) 
trailed 19-1 after the first 
quarter and 35-16 at half-
time before holding their 
own in the final two 
quarters. 
   “We played better from 
the second quarter on, but 
it’s hard to spot a good 
team 20 points and re-
cover,” Stark County 
Coach Dustin Browning 
said. “[Ryan] Murphy’s in-
side presence helped right 
the ship, but the damage 
was already done.” 
   Murphy led the Rebels 
with 18 points, while Rai-
don Porter added 9 and 
Caden Daum and Matthew 
McCauley had six apiece. 

   Coltin Quagliano had 13 
of his game-high 25 points 
in the first half for We-
thersfield (2-0). 
   Stark County returns to 
action Friday, Feb. 12, at 
Princeville. 
   At Galva, the boys lost 
Saturday at Mercer County 
after trailing 40-10 at half-
time. The Wildcats game 
scheduled at ROWVA-
Williamsfield for Wednes-
day was postponed. 
   Senior Night is tonight 
(Feb. 12) at home vs. West 
Central. The boys are 
home vs. United Saturday 
starting at 2 p.m. and then 
Tuesday, Feb. 16, at home 
vs. Princeville. 
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OBITUARIES
Martha K. Knowles 

WYOMING – Martha K. Knowles, 
80, of Wyoming, passed away on 
Thursday, Feb. 4, 2021, at 1:47 p.m., 
at her residence. 
Martha was born on Nov. 25, 1940, 

in Buffalo, Ky., to Harvey and Min-
nie (Cruise) Turner. She married 
Merle Knowles on March 10, 1958. 
He preceded her in 
death on March 3, 
1994, in Peoria. 
She is survived by 

one son, Pete 
Knowles of Wyo-
ming; four daugh-
ters, Debra Blake of 
Wyoming, Tina 
(Clifford) Smith 
of Chillicothe, 
Chris Schmidt of West Jersey, and 
Arletta (Paul) Pack of Rock Falls; 12 
grandchildren; 23 great-grandchil-
dren; and one great-great grandchild; 
two sisters, Iva Tracy of Galva, Imo-
gene Sterling of Galva; one brother, 
Orville Turner of Wyoming; and one 
sister-in-law, Rosebell Moore of Wy-
oming. She is also preceded in death 
by her parents and several brothers 
and sisters. 
Martha loved shopping, crossword 

puzzles and most of all her grand-
children. 
Her graveside service and burial 

took place Monday, Feb. 8, 2021, at 
11 a.m. at Wyoming Township Cem-
etery. Rev. David Utt officiated. Has-
kell Funeral & Cremation Services in 
Wyoming handled arrangements. 
Memorial contributions may be 

made to the Wyoming Lion’s Club.  
Online condolences may be left for 

Martha’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Sally R. Smith 
GALVA – Sally R. Smith passed 

away on Jan. 30, 2021. She was born 
on Feb. 4, 1943, 
in Chicago and 
was educated in 
Chicago public 
schools. Arriving 
in Galva in 1979, 
she was the 
owner/operator of 
the Ben Franklin 
store for 18 years 
from May 1979, 
to June 1997. While in Galva she 

was president of the Galva Chamber 
of Commerce for two years. In June 
1997, she took over the roll as man-
ager of the Colony Store in Bishop 
Hill. She successfully ran the store 
until retiring in October of 2011.  
Sally achieved anything she set her 

mind to, including being a successful 
business woman, a wonderful mother 
and grandmother, and buying and 
living on her own farm. In the end, 
she wanted to live and retire in 
Bishop Hill, so about a year prior to 
retiring, she and Jim moved into their 
dream home in Bishop Hill. 
Her life partner since 2000 has been 

James Nolan. She was the beloved 
mother of two sons. The oldest, 
Roger E. Voss, is married to Lori of 
Bushnell. Together they have two 
sons. Lance E. Voss of Macomb. 
Aaron R. Voss is married to Ciara 
and lives in Bushnell. Her youngest 
son, Gregory A. Voss, is married to 
Annette and lives in Brookfield.  
Sally’s wishes were to have no 

services and to be cremated. She 
loved the view of beautiful rolling 
farm fields and seeing cows grazing. 
Her wishes are to have her ashes 
spread across a farm field to spend 
eternity in a place she loved. 

Vernon I. Rummerfield 
SPARLAND – Vernon I. Rummer-

field, 85, of Sparland and Lacon died 
on Feb. 4, 2021, at UnityPoint Meth-
odist in Peoria. 
Vern was born on 
Oct. 10, 1935, in 
Quincy, Ill., to the 
late Claude and 
Irene Acton Rum-
merfield. He was 
married to Mary 
Rogers in 1954, 
Claudia Littlejohn 
in 1974 and Barb 
Fardel Holocker in 1998. 
Vern was a Caterpillar employee for 

40 years. He was a fan of the St. 
Louis Cardinals and the Chicago 
Bears. He enjoyed camping fishing 
and was a longtime member of the 
Allendale conservation club. His 
greatest joys were created while 
spending time with family and 
friends. 
Vern is survived by: his sons Ver-

non “Butch” (Barb) of Sparland, 
James of Chillicothe, Rodney 

(Teresa) of Wyoming; daughters 
Deborah (Rick) Kelly of Wyoming, 
Paula Brown of Chillicothe, Phyllis 
(Ron) Endress of Lacon; sisters 
Norma Gronewald of Chillicothe, 
Lorene Joos of Peoria; 15 grandchil-
dren; and several great grandchil-
dren.  
He was also preceded in death by 

wives Claudia and Barb, daughter 
Rena, brother Claude “Jack”, sister 
Millie Dobbins, and grandsons Wil-
liam J. Kelly and Joshua M. Neuhal-
fen 
Cremation rights have been ac-

corded and a graveside service will 
be held at the LaPrairie cemetery on 
Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 10 a.m. Memori-
als can be made to Saint Jude, Un-
ityPoint Hospice, or Illinois 
CancerCare. Online condolences can 
be left at lenzmemorialhome.com. 

John D. Flowers 
WYOMING – John Douglas 

Flowers, 45, of Wyoming, passed 
away at 1:46 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 6, 
2021, at his home. 
John was born on 
Dec. 10, 1975, in 
Lancaster, Pa., the 
son of James R. 
Flowers and Bonnie 
(Kear Flowers) 
Carrier. 
Surviving are his 

mother, Bonnie 
Carrier of Wyo-
ming; one brother, James “Jim” 
(Tracy) of Charleston, S.C.; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by his father, James 
Reynolds Flowers and step-father, 
Brian E. Carrier. 
John was hardworking. He was cur-

rently employed as a driver for Stahl 
Ready Mix in Wyoming and 
formerly worked for Greenfield Con-
tractors in Princeville. He loved help-
ing his mom and enjoyed cookouts 
with family and friends. 
A memorial service for John will be 

at 10 a.m. Friday, Feb. 19, 2021, at 
the Wyoming United Methodist 
Church. Rev. Rebecca Klemm will 
officiate. Haskell Funeral & Crema-
tion Services in Wyoming is in 
charge of arrangements.  
Condolences may be left for John’s 

family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com.

Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., Toulon 
PO Box 538 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church 
 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church  
Rev. Art Blegen 

3919 Township Rd 760E, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

 
The Gathering Church  

Location: The Ely Barn 
2403 Township Rd. 100 N., Toulon, IL 61483 

40°59’24” N 89°56’20”W 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322 
Wyoming, IL 61491 

info@thegathering.life 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your 
information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads 
you will automatically be given the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email your information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Smith

 LEGAL ADS 
   • • •     

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

MORTON COMMUNITY BANK,  
An Illinois Banking Corporation,  
Plaintiff,  
v.  
JAMES L. NEWTON a/k/a JAMES  
LYNN NEWTON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS  
and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,  
Defendants.  
Case No.  2020CH2 

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 
   PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered by the Court in 
the above entitled cause the 
property hereinafter described or so 
much thereof as shall be sufficient 
to satisfy said judgment, will be sold 
to the highest bidder. 
   1. The name, address and 
telephone number of the person to 
contact for information regarding 
the real estate is:  Lynne M. Binkele, 
Benckendorf & Benckendorf, P.C., 
101 NE Randolph Ave., Peoria, IL 
61606, (309) 673-0797. 
   2. The common address and other 
common description, if any, of the 
real estate is:  16395 Township 
Road 00 North, Speer, Illinois 
61479. 
   3. The legal description of the real 
estate is: 

   A tract of land located in a part of 
the Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4) of 
Section Thirty-five (35), Township 
Twelve (12) North, Range Seven (7) 
East of the Fourth Principal 
Meridian, Stark County, Illinois, 
more particularly bounded and 
described as follows and bearings 
are for the purpose of description 
only: Commencing at an iron rod at 
the Southeast corner of the 
Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4) of said 
Section Thirty-five (35); thence 
South 90 degrees 00 minutes 00 
seconds West, along the South line 
of the Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4) 
of said Section Thirty-five (35), a 
distance of 410.00 feet to the Place 
of Beginning for the tract to be 
described; thence continuing South 
90 degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds 
West, along said South line, 370.65 
feet; thence North 00 degrees 10 
minutes 00 seconds West, 350.00 
feet to an iron rod; thence North 90 
degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds 
East, 385.65 feet to an iron rod; 
thence South 00 degrees 10 
minutes 00 seconds East, 135.26 
feet to an iron rod; thence South 90 
degrees 00 minutes 00 seconds 

West, 25.00 feet to an iron rod; 
thence South 02 degrees 50 
minutes 00 seconds East, 215.00 
feet to the Place of Beginning and 
containing 3.00 acres, more or less; 
subject to the right-of-way of a 
Public Road along the South side of 
the above-described tract and also 
subject to all easements of record; 
situated in the County of Stark and 
Stale of Illinois; 
   P.I.N.:  08-35-300-010. 
   4. A description of the 
improvements on the real estate is:  
single-family residence and 
outbuildings. 
   5. The real estate may be 
inspected prior to sale at the 
following times:  This property will 
not be open for inspection. 
   6. The time and place of the sale 
are:  February 24, 2021, at 10:00 
a.m., at the Stark County 
Courthouse. 
   7. The terms of the sale are:  This 
is an “AS-IS” sale for cash.  The 
successful bidder must deposit 10% 
down by certified funds and pay the 
balance by certified funds within 24 
hours. 
   8. Title will be conveyed subject to 

rights of tenants in possession, all 
general unpaid real estate taxes, 
special assessments, if any, 
easements and restrictions of 
record, and all liens not terminated 
by the Judgment of Foreclosure 
entered herein.  This property is 
offered for sale without any 
representation as to sufficiency of 
title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff.  The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibility and cost 
of evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession 
of the premises. 
MORTON COMMUNITY BANK, 
An Illinois Banking Corporation, 
Plaintiff, 
By: /s/  Lynne M. Binkele
LYNNE M. BINKELE 
One of Plaintiff’s Attorneys 
 
Benckendorf & Benckendorf, P.C. 
101 NE Randolph Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois 61606 
Tel.: (309) 673-0797 
Published 1/29, 2/5, 2/12/21 

   • • •     
ASSUMED NAME 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
   Public notice is hereby given that 
on February 9, 2021, a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Stark County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post-
office addresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and transacting 
the business known as Hunter’s 

Grading and Property 
Improvements, located at 331 
Enterprise Dr., Bradford, IL 61421. 
   Dated February 9, 2021. 

Heather Hollis 
Stark County Clerk 

Published 2/12, 2/19, 2/26/21 

Knowles

Rummerfield

Flowers

THE PRAIRIE NEWS IS 
THE LEGAL PAPER FOR STARK COUNTY 

CALL (309) 286-2185
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