
By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva City Coun-
cil unanimously voted to appropri-
ate $217,000 for the 2021 street 
program Monday night in a busy 
meeting.   
   Engineer Greg Peterson pre-
sented the program to the council 
and said most of the street work 
will be in the southwest part of the 
city, on James B. Young Road and 
in several other small areas. 
   It was also reported that seven 

Galva residents had their water 
shut off Monday for non-payment. 
Six of the seven paid and the water 
was turned back on according to 
Mayor Rich Volkert.  
   Sharon Milliken was appointed 
to replace her brother Sherm Raley 
as a member of the Galva Ceme-
tery board. Sherm had served on 
the Cemetery board for years be-
fore his passing on Jan. 18. 
   Volkert appointed Brian Ander-
son and Carson Halsall as new 
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Stark Co. school hires 
McGann as principal

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News- 

   WEST JERSEY – Randy 
and Jamie Mullinix, of rural 
West Jersey, have quite the 
Hereford heifer on their hands. 
   Born in May of 2019, the 
heifer’s official name is Purple 
Iris 145G-ET, says Randy. The 
ET stands for embryo transfer. 
“Iris” stands as a champion 
among champions and has re-
cently been named such. 
   The Mullinixes took Iris to 
the Cattlemen’s Congress in 
Oklahoma City on Jan. 13, 

where she was judged to be 
Grand Champion Hereford fe-
male and later named Supreme 
Overall Breed Champion. The 
Cattlemen’s Congress replaced 
the famous National Western 
Stock Show, in Denver, Colo., 
that was in existence for over 
100 years but was cancelled 
this year because of COVID-
19. 
   The championships were 
quite a feat to accomplish be-
cause Iris was chosen from the 
champions of 22 breeds and 
nearly 10,000 entries from 43 
states and four Canadian prov-

inces, according to Jamie. 
   This isn’t Iris’ first cham-
pionship, though. She has been 
Grand Champion Hereford fe-
male at every national show 
she has attended, which in-
cludes the Junior National 
Hereford Expo, in Kansas 
City, Mo., the American Royal 
Livestock Show, also in Kan-
sas City, and the North Ameri-
can International Livestock 
Expo, in Louisville, Ky. 
   The Mullinixes have been in 
the cattle business since they 
were showing cattle as chil-

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – The Stark County 
Board of Education voted to hire 
Megan McGann the new Stark 
County 
Junior/Senior 
High School 
principal under 
a three-year 
contract from 
2021-22 
through the 
2023-24 school 
years. 
   There were 14 
applicants for the principal’s posi-
tion. On Feb 15, that field was nar-
rowed down to four candidates and 
from those four two advanced to 
the Feb. 20 final round. 

   McGann has 11 years of experi-
ence in education, with her first 
two years in Ozark, Mo. She spent 
six years as a special education 
teacher in the Peoria School Dis-
trict and has been in administration 
the past three years. Those years 
include working as an assistant 
principal of Peoria Richwoods 
High School, Glen Oak Commu-
nity Learning Center and, most re-
cently, Dunlap High School. 
   McGann said she does not plan 
to relocate from Peoria, as she has 
recently purchased a new residence 
there. She is a Bradley University 
graduate, a Peoria native, single 
and said she is ready to take on the 
leadership of Stark County Junior 
High and High School. 

Galva OK’s street projects 
Continued on Page 5

SUPREME OVERALL CHAMPION

Big blue ribbon for Purple Reign
Shown is Purple Iris, a heifer belonging to Jamie and Randy Mullinix, after being crowned Supreme Overall Breed 
Champion at the Cattlemen’s Congress competition Jan. 13 in Oklahoma City, Okla.

Continued on Page 2 Continued on Page 2

McGann



dren in 4-H. From there, they met 
while attending Black Hawk East 
College, where they both served as 
livestock judges. The pair continued 
their education at Kansas State Uni-
versity, where they were involved 
in livestock competitions. 
   “From there we moved back here 
and started the Purple Reign Cattle 
Company, in 1999,” Jamie ex-
plained.  
   Currently the Mullinixes have ap-
proximately 170 cows, with 50 
being recipient cows. The recipient 

cows receive embryonic transfers, 
such as Iris, Randy said. 
   The Purple Reign company name 
comes from a combination of Kan-
sas State’s color of purple, and 
reign from winning competitions. 
With each victory, value is added to 
the cows, especially with embryos 
being collected from the champions 
and transferred to the recipients. 
   Last year the Mullinixes won the 
Hereford category at the National 
Western Stock Show with Purple 
Shirley. Plus, the Mullinixes have 
had four or five reserve champions 

at the Denver competition. So, the 
tradition of producing champion-
ship cattle is becoming Purple 
Reign’s signature calling card.  
   Randy and Jamie sell cattle pri-
vately all year and also incorporate 
three internet sales annually. 
   “We’ve been fortunate over the 
years, we’ve had champions at 
Kansas City, Louisville, Denver and 
Fort Worth, pretty much at all the 
major events,” Randy stated. 
“We’re thankful to breed cattle for a 
living and are very fortunate to be 
competitive.”    
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HEIFER: Couple met at Black Hawk East

Bradford board meets

GALVA: New 
parking spots

Continued from Page 1

members of the Galva 
Planning Commission. 
   Bruner, Cooper and Zuck 
Engineering firm of Gales-
burg will lay out parking 
and handicapped spaces in 
the downtown, which has 
new blacktop. 
   Third ward alderman 
Wayde Buck praised the 
Street department for an 
excellent job of snow re-
moval this winter. 
   A power outage at the 
Southwest Sewer Plant has 
been repaired for a cost of 
$6,500, with $4,500 paid 
by insurance according to 
a report from Superinten-
dent Greg Thompson.  
   Richard Plummer re-
ported all decorations must 
be off  all graves at the 
Galva Cemetery by March 
28. Decorations can be re-
turned on April 1. 
   The following checks 
were received: December 
sales tax, $16,190; January 
MFT, $7,491; January can-
nabis use tax, $230; De-
cember 
telecommunications tax, 
$2,232; December local 
share of state use tax, 
$10,914; and January in-
come tax, $29,021. 
   The council went into 
closed session to discuss 
real estate.  
   Alderman Mitch Boston 
was absent.

Continued from Page 1

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   BRADFORD – The 
Bradford School Board ap-
proved several items during 
a Feb. 22 meeting that had 
been postponed due to in-
clement weather. 
   Superintendent Chad 
Gripp updated the board on 
the following items: 
   • Eighth-grade students 
attended orientation at Bu-
reau Valley High School 
Jan. 20 and at Stark County 
High School on Jan. 13. 
   • Students’ last day is 
May 25. 
   • Quotes were given for a 
new Junior High sign and 
possibly for a new tele-
phone system. 
   In board action: 
   • An eighth-grade promo-
tion ceremony may occur 
with COVID restrictions 

applied, in May. 
   • An open house, awards 
assembly, spring concert 
and athletic banquet will be 
postponed, cancelled or at-
tempted virtually. 
   • The Lions’ Club Break-
fast was postponed until 
next year. 
   • The 2 p.m. dismissal 
schedule was extended to 
the end of this school year. 
   • Basketball has resumed 
with no fans allowed to at-
tend. 
   • Board President Tanya 
Walker directed Gripp to 
reapply for a state waiver 
that has expired, which al-
lows staff members to have 
their children attend tuition 
free the Bradford Schools. 
• Accepted the resignation 
of Mrs. Grieff as kinder-
garten teacher effective the 
last day of school 
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PUBLIC RECORD
Correction 
It was incorrectly reported in the 

Feb. 19 issue of The Prairie News 
that a Feb. 12 accident on Route 78 
had William S. Foglesong running 
into the back of Sophie Nortman’s 
vehicle. That is the opposite of what 
the Sheriff’s Office filed report listed. 
After verification with the Sheriff’s 
Office, it was Nortman who ran into 
the back of Foglesong’s vehicle. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
2-19-21 - Felony:  Shawn A. 

Slightom - Burglary without causing 
damage, possession of methampheta-
mine, driving on a revoked/sus-
pended license DUI. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
2-17-21 - Michael J. Winslow, 48, 

Dunlap, was cited for speeding 51 
mph in a 35 zone. 
2-17-21 - Joshua R. Petty, 41, Tou-

lon, was cited for driving without a 
valid driver’s license. He was issued a 
notice to appear in court. 
2-20-21 - Trennell T. Carter, 34, 

Peoria, ticketed for speeding 68 mph 
in a 55 zone and for driving while li-
cense revoked. He was issued notices 
to appear in court and released. 
2-21-21 - Marissa R. Endress, 20, 

Buda, was cited for speeding 76 mph 
in a 55 zone. 
2-21-21 - James L.C. Junker, 20, 

Castleton, was cited for improper lane 
usage and for not having a valid proof 

of insurance. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
2-15-21 - to the 800 block of West 

Division Street for a two-vehicle ac-
cident involving damage only. No 
tickets were issued. One vehicle had 
to be towed due to extensive damage. 
2-15 - to a welfare check at a res-

idence on SW 4th Street. The subject 
had a cut, but was otherwise fine. 
2-15 - to assist Henry County with a 

vehicle stuck on the railroad tracks 
on Trolley Road at 300 North. 
2-15 - to the 100 block of South 

Center Ave. to locate a wanted sub-
ject. As a result, Howard Field, 75, 
Galva, was arrested on a Henry 
County warrant for failing to appear 
on traffic charges. He was given a 
notice to appear and released. 
2-16 - to the 400 block of North 

Center Ave. for a criminal damage to 
property complaint. 
2-16 - to Sentry Estates for a report 

of domestic violence. As a result, 
Jamie Howard, 32, Galva,was ar-
rested for domestic battery. She was 
taken to the Henry County Jail and 

later posted bond. 
2-16 - to the 1000 block of North 

Center Ave. for an obstruction in the 
roadway. 
2-16 - to assist two motorists who 

were stuck in the snow. One in the 
500 block of NE 1st Street and the 
other in the 500 block of SE 2nd 
Street. 
2-16 - to the 300 block of Front 

Street for an accident with damage 
only. No tickets were issued.  
2-17 - to the 1200 block of NW 3rd 

Ave. for a vehicle that drove off the 
roadway. No damage was noted and 
a wrecker pulled the subject out. 
2-19 - Officer, along with Stark 

County Medic, dispatched to at-
tempted suicide report on NE 3rd 
Street. 
2-19 - Officer, along with the fire 

department and Stark County Medic 
were dispatched to a gas leak in the 
300 block of NE 2nd Street. 
2-21 - to assist Henry County with a 

possible burglary/damage to property 
complaint just south of town on 
Route 17. A pane of glass was broken 
on a storm door and it is believed to 
be caused by the wind. 
Property Transfers 
2-17-21 - Amy V. and Terry J. 

Krause to Nolan M. Heffern - Pt 11-
12-5 SW - 4068 Township Road, 
Toulon - Consideration = 
$160,000.00. 
Marriages 
2-19-21 - Shelby Kay Adams, Wyo-

ming and Collin Antony Michael 
Mills, Wyoming.
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except the last 
week of December and a week 
in July) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elm-
wood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad & Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - 
Angie Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

   The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mon-
days by 3 p.m. The Prairie News 
encourages readers to submit 
news for publication. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
that part of an ad in which the 
error occured. 
   The Prairie News is a member 
of the Illinois Press Association.

GUEST VOICES

   After Collin Peterson, the former 
chairman of the House Ag Commit-
tee, lost his November 2020 reelec-
tion bid to Republican challenger 
Michelle Fischbach, the 15-term 
congressman packed 194 boxes with 
office material 
and Capitol Hill 
memories and re-
turned to his 
native Minnesota. 
   The memora-
bilia included 
stacks of paper, 
piles of walnut 
plaques, one 
well-used office 
desk, and an im-
pressively large elk head mount. 
   Peterson also brought home a cou-
ple of chips on his shoulder. 
   In a recent long and reflective in-
terview with Duluth News Tribune, 
the 76-year-old veteran of Farm Bill 
battles related that he had counseled 
his Democratic successor, David 
Scott of suburban Atlanta, not to ex-
pand the Ag Committee from its 
longstanding 47 members to a 
bigger, more unruly 53 members. 
   After Peterson’s departure, ho-
wever, Davis did just that – mostly 
to accommodate Fischbach, Peterson 
believes. 
   Whatever the reason, Davis 
opened a can of worms Peterson 
says he spent 10 years keeping a 
tight lid on. It’s political math, ex-
plained the one-time accountant to 
News Tribune readers. 
   During his 40 years in politics and 
30 years in Congress, Peterson 
watched as rural Democratic district 
after district – some that had sent 
powerhouses like Tom Daschle, Dan 

Glickman, Tom Harkin, and Tom 
Foley to the Ag Committee – go Re-
publican. So much so that today, re-
lates Peterson, almost every rural 
district across the U.S. is Republi-
can. 
   That means Peterson had an in-
creasingly tough time finding enough 
rural Dems to fill his party’s share of 
the 47-member Ag Committee. Now, 
however, with 53 total members, 
there are, in fact, too many Dem 
seats for Chairman Scott to fill and at 
least two majority Ag seats remain 
empty. 
   Scott’s committee expansion, ex-
plains Peterson, creates two other 
problems. First, it gives bona fide 
rural Republicans more credibility to 
challenge the now more-urban, ma-
jority Democrats on farm programs. 
“‘This is bad,’” he told the News 
Tribune, “‘I was able to hold things 
together, keep things bipartisan. But 
I’m worried about what’s going to 
happen.’” 
   Bipartisan, Peterson’s progressive 
critics might say, in that he was able 
to deflect every attempt by fellow 
Dems to limit farm program pay-
ments to, ironically, the utter delight 
of his Republican committee foes. 
   But it was less about committee 
politics and more about political phi-
losophy, he now says. “‘You’re pick-
ing winners and losers for no good 
policy reason, other than size.’” 
   Exactly, Peterson critics often re-
plied; government shouldn’t shower 
big benefits on Big Ag that it then 
uses to become even bigger. 
   New Chairman Scott made one 
other move that irritates his predeces-
sor: He added “‘one of the most lib-
eral members of Congress’” to the 

committee, Rep. Ro Khanna, who, 
Peterson explains, “‘has been agitat-
ing me for the last two terms to get 
on the committee because he has an 
agenda to change agriculture and get 
rid of what we have.’” 
   Well, maybe not “get rid of” but at 
least reform parts of “what we have.” 
Last May, Khanna offered legislation 
echoing Sen. Cory Booker’s efforts 
to reshape the Packers & Stockyards 
Act to pare meatpacker influence in 
U.S. livestock and poultry markets. 
   Peterson, however, sees the Cali-
fornia congressman very differently. 
Khanna, he explains, shouldn’t even 
be in ag policy because he represents 
the high tech Silicon Valley and “‘not 
one inch of his district has anything 
but concrete on it.’” 
   Maybe so, but Khanna, a Phi Beta 
Kappa scholar in economics from the 
University of Chicago and a Yale 
Law School graduate, is what U.S. 
agriculture and Congress might need 
to meet the challenges of today’s new 
farm and food environment – climate 
change, market resiliency, alternative 
energy, pending water shortages, and 
increasingly powerful food buyers 
here and abroad. 
   If anything, the clear difference be-
tween old bulls like Peterson and ris-
ing roosters like Khanna is the 
difference to where a farm-centered 
ag policy often went and where a 
food-centered ag policy needs to go. 
   House Ag Chairman Scott has sig-
naled his willingness to sort through 
those differences. Meanwhile, in 
Minnesota, Peterson will sort 
through his memories. 
   © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. Past 
columns, events and contact information are 
posted at www.farmandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT

Letting go now that you’re gone 



   In his report, Stark School Superin-
tendent Brett Elliott said $15 million 
in debt certificates have been sold 
and are in the possession of a third-
party bank until the bond process is 
completed. Funds will be available 
for the new building “renovation” 
project in late April or early May. 
   In a related note, the board ap-
proved a construction contract with 
CORE, which is the next step in the 
process. CORE will serve as con-
struction manager for the project. 
   Elliott also gave an update on the 
ongoing natural gas shortage in parts 
of the U.S., noting the school district 
is in a consortium and will not see an 

enormous increase in pricing that 
other users may experience. 
   Also, there is a political internship 
opportunity with Illinois Senator Win 
Stoller’s Peoria office available for 
juniors and sophomores. 
   The second COVID vaccinations 
are scheduled to occur Friday, Feb. 
26, for school staff members on the 
campuses from 12:15 to 1:45 p.m. 
   Elliott read Principal Jeff Ut-
singer’s report and said athletics have 
resumed and home games are broad-
cast live on Facebook. Also, Brad-
ford eighth-graders who have chosen 
to attend Stark County had orienta-
tion on Jan. 13. 
   Highlights from the school calen-

dar for 2021-22 are: First day – Aug. 
18; Winter break – Dec. 18-Jan. 2, 
2022; Spring break – April 9-18, 
2022; Last day – May 24, 2022. 
   The board also approved: 
   • The auditor contract with Gorenz 
and Associates. Ltd. 
   • To let bus bids for FY 2022. 
   • Hiring Patty Wilkinson as a part-
time para-professional. 
   • Hiring Brenda Balice as a Career 
Link employee to serve as bus aide. 
   • A contract extension of two years 
through 2024-25 for Superintendent 
Brett Elliott with a salary increase of 
$3,900 for the 20121-22 school year. 
   • The resignation of high school 
head custodian Terry Warren.
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FOR ANSWERS  
SEE PAGE 3

STARK CO.: CORE hired as construction manager 
Continued from Page 1

   • • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of  
RONALD D. CARRASCA, deceased 

No. 2021-P-15 
   Notice is given of the death of 
RONALD D. CARRASCA. Letters of 
Independent Executor were issued 
on February 3, 2021 to Ronald E. 
Carrasca, of 518 E. Division Street, 
Kewanee, IL 61443, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is Michael 
E. Massie, of Massie & Quick, 115 
NW 3rd Avenue, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or with 
the representative, or both, within 
six months from the date of first 
publication, the Bar Date, and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 

to the attorney within ten days after 
it has been filed. 
              Massie & Quick, LLC,  
              Attorneys for the Estate 
              115 Northwest Third  
              Avenue, Galva, IL 61434 
              Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 2/19, 2/26, 3/5/21 

   • • •     
ASSUMED NAME 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
   Public notice is hereby given that 
on February 9, 2021, a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Stark County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post-
office addresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and transacting 
the business known as Hunter’s 
Grading and Property 
Improvements, located at 331 
Enterprise Dr., Bradford, IL 61421. 
   Dated February 9, 2021. 

Heather Hollis 
Stark County Clerk 

Published 2/12, 2/19, 2/26/21 
• • •     

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF            ) 

           ) No.  2021-P-2  
RAYMOND F. MORRISSEY,) 
       Deceased      ) 

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
     Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of Raymond F. Morrissey. 
     On February 16, 2021, Letters of 
Office were issued to Dorothy A. 
Morrissey, 104 W. Elm Street, 
Wyoming, IL 61491, whose attorney 
of record is Anne C. Rennick, P.O. 
Box 90, Wyoming, IL 61491. 
     Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, IL 61483, or 
with the Representative, or both, on 
or before (a) August 27, 2021 or (b) 
if mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the Representative is required 
by the provisions of Section 18-3 of 
the Probate Act of 1975, the date 
stated in that notice.  Any claim not 

filed on or before the 
aforementioned date(s) is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the 
Representative and to the Attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed. 
     Dated: February 22, 2021 

s/s Anne C. Rennick                                                   
Anne C. Rennick 

Anne C. Rennick 
Attorney for:  Estate of Raymond F. 
Morrissey 
P.O. Box 90 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
Ph:  (309)-695-4701 
Fax:  (309)-695-2119 
Email:  acrennick@yahoo.com 
Published 2/26, 3/5, 3/12/21 

   • • •     
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

RE: Illinois Department of 
Transportation State Fiscal year 
2022 Section 5311 Rural/ 
Downstate Public Transportation 
Grant Application. Notice is hereby 
given that due to the pandemic 
there will be a virtual hearing 

where all request and comments 
are to be submitted by March 19, 
2021. Please email you request for 
information, questions, or 
comments to either Hannah Fuchs, 
Marshall PCOM at 
PCOM@marshallcountyillinois.com 
or Traci Dowell, MSW Projects of 
Henry, Executive Director at 
tracimswprojects@gmail.com  
   For the purpose of considering a 
project for which financial 
assistance is being sought from 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, pursuant to the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation's general authority 
to such grants.  
   I. Description of Project: 
Application for financial assistance 
to provide transportation services 
to the general public, elderly and 
individuals with disabilities in 
Marshall and Stark counties.  
   II. At the Hearing, Marshall 
County will afford an opportunity 
for interested persons or agencies  

to be heard with respect to the 
social, economic, and 
environmental aspects of the 
project. Interested persons may 
submit orally or in writing evidence 
and recommendations with respect 
to said Project.  
   III. Marshall County requests that 
any hearing impaired person 
wishing to attend the Public 
Hearing notify Traci Dowell at 309-
364-2287 at least one week prior 
to the scheduled hearing date so 
arrangements can be made to 
provide for an interpreter.  
   IV. A Copy of the application for 
the state grant for the proposed 
project will be made available for 
public inspection at the MSW 
Projects office, 1013 Western Ave., 
Henry, IL. 
  
Traci Dowell  
MSW Projects of Henry  
P.O. Box 140 
Henry, IL 61537 
Published 2/26/21 

 LEGAL ADS 

FOR RENT  

• WYOMING: Two-bedroom at 
102 East Elm, living/kitchen down-
stairs, bedrooms and bath up-
stairs. $450/month includes heat 
and water. No smoking, no pets. 
Landlord and employer references 
required. Call (612) 940-5208. 

SERVICES 

• ATV REPAIR: ATV Repairs, 
most batteries in stock for all 
ATVs. Snow plow and winch spe-
cial! Also tires sold and installed. 
Free calendars. Charlie's Cycle 
Supply, 3521 St. Rt. 78, West Jer-
sey. (309) 995-3319. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Central Boiler certified Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. Prices start as low 
as $6,900. Call today (309) 565-
4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-

try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, painting. 
Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-3825. 
• TREE SERVICE: Saw-N-Logs 
Tree Service. Call (309) 525-0968 
or (309) 883-0544. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call 
me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette. 

FOR SALE 

• ANTIQUES: Baysingar’s Used & 
Antique Furniture: Large selection 
of Shabby Chic all real wood furni-
ture, cottage white w/ finished top. 
Always buying older wood furni-
ture. Check out Baysingar’s Face-
book, 1135 Railroad Ave (Rt. 34, 

East), Kewanee (309) 883-0164. 

HELP WANTED 

• HELP WANTED: Ag-Land FS, 
Brimfield, seeking part-time/ sea-
sonal drivers and plant help for 
the upcoming Spring 2021 sea-
son. Driver position requires a 
current CDL “B” License. Contact 
Jason Bird at (309) 446-3318 or 
(309) 208-2466.  

WANTED 

• JUNK CARS: Highest price paid 
for junk cars. Call (309) 932-
8220. Will pick up. 

NOTICE 

FIRST Baptist Church of Wyoming 
Food Distribution Center is open 
Sundays only 2:30 -4:30 p.m. at 
WyHi Community Center, 401 N. 
Galena Ave., Wyoming. Elderly and 
disabled persons call (309) 695-
5116 for delivery. Bring boxes.
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., Toulon 
PO Box 538 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church 
 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church  
Rev. Art Blegen 

3919 Township Rd 760E, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

 
The Gathering Church  

Location: The Ely Barn 
2403 Township Rd. 100 N., Toulon, IL 61483 

40°59’24” N 89°56’20”W 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322 
Wyoming, IL 61491 

info@thegathering.life 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Guest Speaker 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
309-286-7340 Leave Message. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 
watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  

 
Galva Congregational Church  

Pastor Josh Ryner 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m.   

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

Lynn T. Banks, Jr. 
KEWANEE – Lynn T. Banks, Jr., 

95, of Kewanee, died Monday, Feb. 
22, 2021, at OSF St. Francis Medical 
Center, Peoria. Lynn was born Nov. 
13, 1925, in Alex-
andria, Mo. the 
son of Lynn 
Thomas and Esta 
(Verhees) Banks. 
Lynn graduated 
from the Keokuk 
Catholic School. 
He married Mary 
L. Boardman on 
July 14, 1952, in 
Keokuk, Iowa. 
Lynn is survived by wife, Mary, 

Kewanee; son, Patrick Banks, Ke-
wanee; granddaughter, Harmony 
(Kevin) Green; great grandchildren, 
Madeline and Ethan Green; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his parents; 
son, Michael “Banksie” Banks; 
sisters, Viona Mae (Rudy) Cooper, 
Lona Banks, Gerildine (William) 
Thomas, Helen Banks, and Doris 
(Wilbur) Gull; nieces, Esta Morgan, 
Carrol Cooper; and nephew, Don 
Cooper. 
Lynn joined the United States Navy 

during WWII. He was stationed on 
an LSM in the Pacific Ocean. He 
worked for the Concrete Paving 
Company of Cameron and Joyce of 
Keokuk in the summers, running the 
mixing machine. During the winter 
he worked for General Mills in Keo-
kuk, where he met his wife of 68 
years, Mary Boardman.  
In 1957, Lynn’s father-in-law and 

brother-in-law drowned while fish-
ing in the Rock River. Lynn came to 
help with the chores and crops and 
ended up staying to buy the farm, 
where he lived until 2019.  
He enjoyed hunting in his younger 

years. Lynn also enjoyed fishing and 
making things out of metal for the 
farm. Lynn loved spending time with 
his family, especially his grand-
daughter and great grandchildren.  
Mass of Christian Burial will be at 

10 am, Friday, Feb. 26, 2021, at 
Schueneman-Tumbleson Funeral 
Home. Service will be livestreamed 
on the Schueneman-Tumbleson Fu-
neral Home Facebook page. Father 
Johndamaseni Zilimu will officiate. 
Burial will be in Mount Olivet Cem-
etery. Military rites will be accorded 
by the Kewanee Veterans Council. 
Visitation was 5-7 p.m., Thursday, 
Feb. 25, 2021, at the funeral home. 
Masks are required and please ob-
serve social distancing guidelines.  
Memorials may be made to Abil-

ities Plus. Please leave an online 
condolence to Lynn’s family at 
www.schuenemantumblesonfuneral-
home.com. 

Beverly Carnell 
TOULON – Beverly Carnell (Bev), 

passed on Feb. 11, 2021. She was 
born on July 18, 1938, in Galesburg, 
Ill. to Pauline Durbin. 
Bev was always such a strong per-

son. She had her trials throughout 
her life but was always full of love 
for life and all of those around her. 
She loved living in Saint George and 
visiting on the patio with her friends. 
Bev is survived by her son Curtis 

Alan Watson (Nancy) her grandson 
Zebadiah W. Watson, granddaughter 
Jessica Franich (Trevor) and three 
great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her 

husband William “Bill” Watson and 
her mother Pauline Wilson. 
Bev Durbin attended Toulon High 

School and graduated with the class 
of 1956. Bev made lifelong friends 
who will miss her. Among them are 
Becky (Edwards) Heaton, Ruth Ann 
Durbin, Kay (Page) Grieve. Bev at-
tended the First Baptist Church in 
Toulon when she lived in Toulon.  
Bev took part in many activities in 
High School. Her sophomore year, 
she was a cheer-
leader with Kay 
Page, Kayleen 
Green and Donna 
Armstrong. Bev 
was the FHA 
Queen at the FHA 
Formal her senior 
year. 
The family 

would like to ex-
tend their grat-
itude for the 
compassionate 
care given to Bev 
by the ICU unit at 
Saint George Re-
gional Hospital 
during her last 
days. We would also like to say a 
huge thank you to all of her friends 
and neighbors. You were so special 
to Bev and we appreciate all of the 
help and love extended to her. 

Richard LaFollette 
WILLIAMSFIELD – Richard 

“Diesel Dick” LaFollette passed 
away peacefully at home on Thurs-
day, Feb. 18, 2021. 
Richard led quite an impressive life 

with lots of fun adventures from start 
to finish. When he was 18, he ran 
away to get married with no money 
and no clue how to get out of the 
state. He raced cars and motorcycles 
on race tracks and country roads. He 
was a fantastic driver and all-around 
great operator of any machine. His 
grandson, Ben didn’t inherit that 
skill, it’s a story involving Grandpa’s 
snowmobile and a birdbath.  
One of the 

things he was 
most proud of 
was being an Op-
erating Engineer 
for Local 649, 
their “Blademan,” 
working on many 
projects including 
the Peoria Civic 
Center.     
When not watching baseball, foot-

ball, Dr. Phil or NASCAR (he loved 
Richard Petty), you could find him 
driving around his beloved Billtown, 
smiling and waving and maybe 
causing a little trouble along the 
way. Every now and then you could 
catch him at the Par-A-Dice Casino 
playing the poker machines and hav-
ing some crab legs. 
He was very “into” rules and would 

sometimes let people know when 
they weren’t following them. So 
much so that at one point, he man-
aged to get four meals for $4 at 
Steak ’n Shake (if only they had 
known how to word their board cor-
rectly which was changed after he 
left the drive-thru!)  
Although he seemed tough, he 

would cry at a sad story or just be-
cause he felt things so deeply. 
We are sure that everyone in town 

can thank Dick for some type of les-
son or experience and also for all the 

golf balls on the roof of the school. 
Richard Edwin LaFollette was born 

in rural Knox County on May 14, 
1941, the son of Clarence and Hazel 
(Plum) LaFollette. He married Flo-
rann Johnson and Janet Crouch and 
later divorced.  
Survivors include his girlfriend and 

companion, Sue Damitz of Wil-
liamsfield, Chad (Cassie) Bell of 
Pekin, a daughter, Denise (Keith) 
Fishel of Williamsfield; grandchil-
dren, Lacy (Derick) Dykeman of 
Williamsfield and Benjamin Fishel 
of Peoria; and great grandchildren, 
Oliver “Bubba” Dykeman and Mor-
ton Dykeman. He was preceded in 
death by Billy Damitz, his parents 
and his brothers, William C. and 
Carl LaFollette.  
Private graveside services were 

Tuesday, Feb. 23, at Williamsfield 
Cemetery. A celebration befitting of 
everything that Richard deserves in a 
Celebration of Life will be held at 
later date.  
Richard loved sitting at the park 

and would love the idea of memori-
als being directed to the Williams-
field Parks Association.  
Rux Funeral Home in Williams-

field is in charge of arrangements.   
This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

Bill Turnbull 
TOULON – William Douglas 

“Bill” Turnbull, 70, of Toulon, 
passed away at 4:40 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 14, 2021, at OSF St. Luke Med-
ical Center in Kewanee.  
Bill was born on March 13, 1950, 

in Kewanee to William O. and Ruby 
(DeBord) Turnbull. He married 
Pamela V. Redfearn on Dec. 3, 1977, 
in Kewanee; she survives.  
Also surviving are his mother, 

Ruby Turnbull of Toulon; step-
mother, Janet Turnbull of Toulon; 
one son, William “Adam” (Cara) 
Turnbull of Washington; one daugh-
ter, Emily (Kevin) Powell of Kirks-
ville, Mo.; seven 
grandchildren, 
Maggie Grace, 
Amelia Christine, 
Audrey Marie and 
Isabelle Claire 
Turnbull, and 
Oliver Wayne, 
Brooks Douglas, 
and Meredith Vic-
toria Powell; one 
sister, Kim (Steve) Abel of Mendota; 
two brothers, Don (Denise) Turnbull 
and Ron (Sue) Turnbull both of Tou-
lon; his god-daughter, Kylie Turn-
bull of Colo.; and several aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. 
He was preceded in death by his 
father; one sister, Judy Turnbull; and 
one nephew, Michael Abel.  
Bill attended Elmira Grade School.  

He graduated from Toulon High 
School in 1968. He attended Eureka 
College where he was on the foot-
ball team. Bill was a farm boy at 
heart and farmed for many years on 
ground that belonged to his great-
grandfather Turnbull. As student of 
his father, William Oliver Turnbull, 
he developed a love for working 
with wood and carpentry. Bill 
worked as a carpenter in Toulon and 
surrounding communities for over 
25 years. As a devoted Dad he did 
many remodeling projects large and 
small for his children, as well as 
many at home.  

LaFollette Turnbull

Carnell

Banks

Continued on Page 7
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FOR ANSWERS  
SEE PAGE 3

Bill was voted “Best All-Around” 
in the Class of ’68 which sums up 
how he lived his life. His reach was 
to his family and to his community. 
He served on the Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors, Lions Club as 
President, Stark County Board and 
the Toulon School Board. He espe-
cially enjoyed helping to plan and 
enjoy Class of ’68 reunions. 
Bill was a pseudo-class sponsor 

while his children were in high 
school – helping to make those floats 
move; chaperoning and hosting post-
prom at his home. He was always at 
football games; track meets as well 
as high school and college basketball 
games. Bill will be remembered for 
grilling lots of great “Billy Burgers” 
for Adam and Emily’s friends! 
Sports as a boy were so important to 
him so he enjoyed coaching baseball 
and JFL, as well as helping out with 
swim team. 
Bill was a Dad who loved his chil-

dren and they could grow up on the 
farm, like he did, knowing the value 
of hard work and cooperation. They 

always knew “no meant no” but that 
his love always backed every deci-
sion. He was proud of their life 
choices and the paths they pursued 
as adults. 
He found unexpected fun and joy at 

being a Papa to his seven grandchil-
dren! They all loved his pumpkin 
patch, his swings and treehouse, 
swimming in Papa’s pool and espe-
cially the secret sips of his Gatorade 
and ice cream “sammies”. They 
were often seen carrying hammers 
and tape measures alongside Papa. 
Bill and Pam have had 43 years of 

love, fun and the trials of life but 
Bill’s quiet courage and solid deter-
mination saw them through. During 
Pam’s hospitalization and recovery 
from bacterial meningitis, Bill was 
an amazing support providing every-
thing that was needed for her full re-
covery. There were amazing 
memories of trips together, espe-
cially 35 years of family trips to the 
beach in Michigan. 
Bill lived as an unpretentious man. 

He worked hard at every job and 
task. He was always a kind listening 

ear. If you needed him – he was 
there. Bill loved and enjoyed good 
times with his friends, especially his 
Poker Club. He was devoted to his 
family and was proud of the Turn-
bull name.  
Bill will be deeply missed by his 

loving family and dearest of friends. 
While we grieve the loss of our hus-
band, father, Papa and friend we take 
comfort in knowing he lived his life 
to his fullest. He lived, just like his 
class determined, Best All-Around. 
Bill was a long-time blood donor 

and continued his legacy of helping 
others by also being a bone and tis-
sue donor.  
At this time there will be no public 

services. A celebration of life will be 
held a later date. Haskell Funeral & 
Cremation Services in Wyoming is 
in charge of arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Stark County Ambulance Service or 
the Ronald McDonald House. Con-
dolences may be left for Bill’s 
family at www.haskellfuneral.com.

Continued from Page 6
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By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   The path to a Lincoln 
Trail Conference title be-
came painfully more diffi-
cult for the Stark County 
girls basketball team. 
   While racing to a 6-0 
start, the Lady Rebels lost 
two starters to injuries in 
the past week and, largely 
as a result, lost for the first 
time Tuesday against 
Ridgewood, 32-30. 
   Stark County (6-1, 5-1 
LTC) was without top 
scorer, sophomore Lindley 
Johnston 16.5 (points per 
game) and sophomore 
guard Paige Rewerts. 
Johnston sprained her ankle 
Saturday in a 68-24 win 
over Midland and Rewerts 
hurt her knee last week. 
   “Without two guards, we 
had forwards at the wing 
and it’s tough,” Coach 
Scott Paxson said. “We had 
shots last night, we just 
didn’t convert enough to 
win. If we have Lindley, 
it’s a completely different 
game.” 
   The good news for the 
Lady Rebels is that they 
still have a clear path to the 
LTC title thanks to an ear-
lier win over Princeville 

and a 52-49 win on Feb. 22 
vs. Annawan. 
   Kelsey Berchtold and 
Riley Menssen led the 
Lady Rebels with 17 points 
apiece and Olivia Hopp 
added 10, as SC outscored 
Annawan 17-11 in the final 
quarter. 
   Last Friday, the Lady 
Rebels won at Galva, 53-
24, behind 26 points from 
Berchtold, who is averag-
ing 14 ppg. Kali Yelm led 
Galva with 8 points on 
Senior Night. 
   On Feb. 18, Stark County 
beat United, 62-33, as 
Berchtold scored 19 and 
Hopp added 15, three 
above her 12 ppg average. 
   “I would have loved to 
see this group in a regular 
year. I think they would 
have been a 30-game 
winner,” said Paxson, 
whose team faces ROWVA 
ROWVA-Williamsfield Fri-
day and Kewanee Saturday. 
   Galva lost to Wethersfield 
Monday. The Lady Wild-
cats are at Annawan today 
and return home to play 
IVC on Saturday, then have 
four games next week.  

Boys 
   Stark County had 10 
players score last Friday in 

a 67-37 home win vs. 
Galva. The Rebels were led 
by Ryan Murphy with 14 
and James Groter and Mat-
thew McCauley with 11 
apiece. Tanner Lain scored 
17 for the Wildcats. 
   “We brought good energy 
and wore them down with 
our depth,” Coach Dustin 
Browning said. 
   The Rebels couldn’t 
match United’s intensity 
last Thursday, falling 55-
36. McCauley led with 13 

points against United (9-0), 
which is tied for seventh in 
the AP state rankings and 
beat Princeville Tuesday to 
grab the LTC reins. SC is 
home vs. R-W on Saturday 
and at United Monday. 
   Galva lost to 9th-ranked 
Wethersfield Tuesday and 
was to play ROWVA-Wil-
liamsfield Wednesday. The 
Wildcats lost to Princeville 
on Feb. 18, 72-38, despite 
17 points from Lain and 9 
from Cayden Morse.   

Injury bug bites 
Stark Co. girls lose 2 guards, first game

Stark County senior Kelsey Berchtold drives to the basket during 
the Lady Rebel’s win over Annawan. Photo by Collin Fairfield.    
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