
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Toulon’s sani-
tary sewer lift station is going 
to cost the city $188,630 more 
than what was estimated to 
cost last fall. City Engineer Ed 
Andrews of the Farnsworth 
Group told the Toulon City 
Council on Monday that bids 
for the project’s construction 
were opened on June 3 and 
Stark Excavating, Inc. was the 
low bidder. 
   Stark’s bid of $688,630 is to 
construct the lift station at 
Whitaker Street and West Prai-
rie Street, although Farns-
worth’s handout states “The 
lift station’s force main was…
at Turner Avenue and Hender-
son Street” for the connection 
to a manhole. 
   A handout from Farnsworth 
Group said lift station compo-
nents “reflect approximately a 
20 percent increase based on 

material price increases.” An-
drews said that the cost of 
PVC pipe materials is approx-
imately 60 percent more than 
last fall. Knowing this, the city 
council approved Stark’s bid. 
   Asked for a timeline, Farns-
worth said that nine months 
from July 1 would put the 
completed construction date 
around February or March – 
though April 1 would be nine 
months from July. 
   The health department, 
which is pressing the city for 
the project’s completion, 
granted an extension to the 
city that expires in November. 
According to the timeline, an 
additional extension will be re-
quired. 
   Mayor Larry Hollis said fi-
nancing this project will be 
feasible.  
   “Well, I don’t think that is 
going to be an issue,” Hollis 

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – The Stark 
County Junior Fair has added a 
much-needed, long-discussed 
new building at the Stark 
County Fairgrounds.  
   “The general need for this 
building was recognized back 
in the early 1990s,” Junior Fair 
representative Jay Iliff said. 
“We worked really hard to find 
a building that was multifunc-
tional with the main purpose to 
get all of our projects for the 
fair on our fairgrounds.” 
   First blueprints of the new ex-

hibition building were drawn 
up in 1997. 
   “It’s a dream come true!” 
Marjie Loudenburg said in de-
scribing the new building, 
which remains a work in pro-
gress. While the outside of the 
building is nearly complete, 
work is still ongoing inside. 
   Iliff said that work left in-
clude pouring some concrete, 
finishing electrical and plumb-

ing projects and landscaping the 
ground around the building. 
   Iliff said he believes every-
thing associated with the build-
ing will be finished in the next 
couple of years. 
   Construction by Robinson 
Renovations, of Neponset, 
began in November of 2020 
through generous donations 
from people of the county’s 

By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva swimming 
pool has a problem and did not open 
on May 30 as planned and doesn’t 
look like it will open this season. 
   Vice President of the Galva Park 
District board Larry Morse said  
Monday there is a vent cover in the 
bottom of the pool that was original 
equipment from when the pool was 
built in 1967. The vent broke into 12-

14 pieces when it was removed and 
Morse said that they can not easily 
get a replacement vent, as it was an 
odd size. 
   The board has hired an engineer to 
get a vent designed and then ap-
proved to be made. 
   Morse said pool employees were 
notified of the problem this year, so 
hopefully they could find other em-
ployment. 

   The grounds maintenance workers 
are the only park district employees 
working this summer. 
   Morse said they have had many ex-
penses with the pool in recent years, 
including a new liner and heater and 
major work several years ago when it 
was closed. 
   Morse said it would have been a “ 
great year for the pool as June has 
been so hot, it is very sad.”
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‘DREAM’ BUILDING NOW A REALITY

With the main structure up, inside work is ongoing to complete a new exhi-
bition hall for the Stark County Junior Fair in Wyoming. Junior Fair representa-
tive Jim Kinsella stands in the doorway. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

Continued on Page 2

Broken vent cover closes Galva pool

Problems with a broken vent cover have caused the unfortunate 
closure of the Galva swimming pool during a very warm June. The 
pool may not open this year. Photo by Carol Townsend.

Toulon lift station cost 
increases by $188,630Stark Jr. 

Fair adds 
needed 
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said. “The good news is 
that the money you are 
getting from the govern-
ment can be applied to 
this type of project.” 
   Hollis said later that fi-
nancing of this project will 
be through the State Bank 
of Toulon; and that the 

government money will 
come from the federal gov-
ernment’s Stimulus Pack-
age that will be applied to 
the cost of the lift-station 
project. 
   In other action, the Up-
town Sidewalk project 
awaits approval from the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation, because 
Toulon’s Main Street is Il-
linois Route 17.  
   The Motor Fuel Tax seal-
coating and patching proj-
ect of city streets received 
one bid, which the council 
rejected. The project is to 
be rebid. 
   Sale of city land to Stark 
County is on hold until 
property lines are surveyed 
to establish ownership of 

land at the northeast corner 
of Routes 17 and 91 in east 
Toulon. The county would 
like to obtain property 
north of its own for the 
construction of a new 
county highway building. 
   The council approved the 
switch from Mediacom 
and Frontier Communica-
tions to Mid-Century for 
internet and telephone 
service provided to the 
city.  
   Also approved was the 
city’s appropriations and 
budget for 2021-22 total-
ing $1,222,650. 
   The council discussed 
vehicle ordinances and de-
cided current ordinances 
require updates concerning 
towing of abandoned ve-

hicles in Toulon. The coun-
cil would like to see a 
hearing or court order 
added. 
   The city is waiting for 
the Stark County Historical 
Society’s quotes concern-
ing the cost of concrete for 
a new sidewalk project at 
the Society’s newly con-
structed building on West 
Jefferson Street. Hollis re-
iterated that he would like 
to have the city pay for the 
entire project, including 
labor and concrete. 
   New city attorney Kate 
Carter said she is waiting 
for former attorney Mi-
chael Evans to give her the 
ordinances, which are 
being updated and com-
piled. 

communities, and a donation from 
the Friends of the Stark County Fair, 
which occurred in 2019.    “The cost 
of the building is well over 
$200,000 and is ongoing,” Iliff said. 
   Donor Pat Stahl, who is married to 
Mike, contributed to defray the 
building’s cost.  
   “I thought that this was a good 
way to honor my mother, Mary 
Lynch,” Pat Stahl said. “She was a 
4-H leader and I grew up on a farm 
east of Lawn Ridge in Marshall 
County, and I was in 4-H, which 
gave me some opportunities be-
cause of it. 
   “It’s a good project for other 
events in the county besides the 
Stark County Junior Fair and 4-H. It 
is a good way to contribute to the 

area.”  
   Prior to the new building, 4-H and 
Junior Fair exhibits were displayed 
throughout Wyoming.  
   “We wanted to have everything 
on site at the fairgrounds so people 
can view the projects and activities 
rather than traveling to an offsite lo-
cation. We lost quite a bit of foot 
traffic in the past by having some of 
the fair offsite,” Iliff said. “The Jun-
ior Fair program has grown over the 
years from 60 exhibitors in 2009 
and I believe that two years ago we 
had approximately 170 exhibitors.  
   “A lot more people from all 
around the area are coming to the 
fair now than before,” added Lou-
denburg. 
   The new building is large enough 
and “universal enough” to utilize it 

for the communities’ activities, as 
well. Iliff said that the building will 
be available for rent for wedding re-
ceptions, graduation events, and 
meetings or other such purposes.  
   “Our ultimate goal is to have a 
finished, climate controlled facil-
ity,” Iliff said. 
   A ribbon-cutting ceremony is 
scheduled for the week of the fair, 
which will be July 23-26. 
   “We deeply appreciate the com-
munity’s support and welcome any 
future contributions,” Loudenburg 
said. 
   “The great thing about Stark 
County is how we can come to-
gether and do a project like this,” 
Iliff said. “We will be able to house 
exhibits on site this year as a re-
sult.” 
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Bishop Hill June 26 festival in person

TOULON: Federal funds will go to lift station

Continued from Page 1
JR. FAIR: Ribbon cutting at fair, July 23-26

Continued from Page 1

For The Prairie News    
   BISHOP HILL – Bishop Hill’s Midsom-
mar Music Festival will return Saturday, 
June 26, with a strong line-up of musical  
performers for the first in-person gather-
ing at the site.  
   In Sweden, Midsommar is one of the 
most important days of the year, rivaling 
Christmas with its festive spirit and tradi-
tions. Bishop Hill honors its Swedish 
roots by hosting its own Midsommar cele-
bration.  
   Highlights of this all-day event include 
Park Concerts, a Swedish Maypole Cele-
bration and a Fiddle Workshop. The vil-
lage celebrates its 175th anniversary this 
year. 
   Free concerts in the village park gazebo 

will begin at 11 a.m. and end at 4 p.m. 
This year’s lineup includes Black Hawk 
Pipes and Drums, Hammer & Pick, Jazz 
on the Side, and Chris Vallillo.  
   Immediately following the Main Stage 
performances, everyone is invited to dec-
orate the Maypole with flowers and to join 
the procession. Accordionist Ernie Sand-
quist will lead the Maypole procession. It 
will begin in the park and end at the Col-
ony School.  
   The Vasa National Archives near the 
park will be offering a Midsummer Res-
pite featuring drinks, snacks, and a make-
and-take clay station. The public is 
welcome to view exhibits, enjoy light re-
freshments, and make a clay sculpture to 
take home with you.  



Page 3www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • June 18, 2021   

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

PUBLIC RECORD
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
1-28-20 – Felony: Donna J. Bantz  - 

Meth delivery and possession of 
meth. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
6-4 – Accident Correction: The 

Stark County Sheriff’s Office re-
leased corrected information from a 
traffic accident reported last week 
that misidentified the driver. The 
deer-related accident that occurred 
on Route 93 at the intersection of 
1100E involved driver James E. Stot-
ler, 50, of Bradford. 
6-8 – Colton J. Potter, 29, Toulon, 

was arrested for criminal trespass and 
disorderly conduct. He was taken 
into custody and transported to the 
Stark County Jail. The following day 
he was released from custody and is-
sued a court date to appear. 
6-11 – Ryan C. Snider, 41, Wyo-

ming, was ticketed for driving with-
out a valid registration. 
5-11 – The Stark County Sheriff’s 

Office received a report of possible 
criminal damage to property from the 
Henry County Sheriff’s Department 
which involved a vehicle. The inci-
dent remains under investigation. 
6-12 – Ismael Martinez, Jr., 66, of 

rural Toulon, reported his red 2002 
Chevy S10 pickup truck had been 
stolen from his residence. At 11:15 
a.m. a Stark County sheriff’s deputy 
located an unoccupied truck fitting 
the stolen vehicle description at 
1550N and 700E. The truck had 
struck a tree and reportedly caught 
on fire. The incident remains under 
investigation. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
6-7 – to the 00 block of NE 8th 

Street for a trash-dumping complaint. 
6-7 – to a residence on SE 2nd Ave. 

to check the welfare of a subject 
breaking items. 
6-7 – to the 100 block of Market 

Street to meet a citizen who had lo-
cated money in a bank envelope. The 
bank was able to locate the owner 
through a receipt and the money was 
returned to the rightful owner. 
6-7 – to the 600 block of NW 1st 

Ave. for a burning complaint. Officer 
explained the burning ordinance and 
the resident put the fire out. 
6-7 – to the 00 block of James B. 

Young Road for a theft complaint. 
6-7 – to the 300 block of NE 2nd 

Street for a domestic battery com-

plaint. Charges are pending. 
6-8 –  Officer was flagged down in 

the 100 block of NE 6th Ave. in ref-
erence to a found Illinois license 
plate. Officer returned the license 
plate to its registered owner. 
6-8 – to the 800 block of West Divi-

sion Street for a city ordinance viola-
tion involving a swimming pool 
without a required fence. The owner 
advised the fence had been taken 
down in order to fill the pool. 
6-8 –  to meet with a resident in the 

200 block of Front Street in reference 
to counterfeit currency. 
6-9 – to a residence on NW 4th 

Street to check the welfare of a 
young child. They were fine. 
6-9 – Officer went to the 100 block 

of South Center Ave. to locate a 
wanted subject. As the result, How-
ard Field, 75, Galva, was arrested on 
a Henry County warrant for failing to 
appear on numerous traffic offenses. 
He was given a notice to appear in 
court and released. 
6-10 – to the intersection of Chester 

Street and NE 1st Street to a two-ve-
hicle accident with damage only in-
volving a car and motorcycle. A 
crash report was completed. 
6-10 – to Route 34 in reference to a 

traffic complaint involving a motor-
cycle speeding. 
6-11 – to the 300 block of Front 

Street in reference to a bat flying in-
side a residence. Resident was re-
ferred to a wildlife removal service. 
6-11 – Officer met with a subject in 

the 800 block of NE 2nd Street to 
serve as a civil standby while they re-
turned a lawn mower they purchased. 
6-11 – to the 600 block of NW 4th 

Street for a domestic dispute involv-
ing a mother and daughter. 
6-12 – Officer spoke with a subject 

on NW 7th Ave. in reference to an 
unwanted subject who was threaten-
ing to show up. 
6-12 – Officer attempted to make a 

traffic stop in the 200 block of SW 
3rd Street, but the vehicle fled at a 
high rate of speed. Officer recog-
nized the driver so he terminated the 

pursuit shortly after it started. After 
locating the driver later, a 17-year-
old Galva resident was charged with 
six counts of disobeying a stop sign, 
speeding over the statutory limit, op-
erating an uninsured vehicle, no valid 
driver’s license, aggravated fleeing 
or attempting to elude a police officer 
and reckless driving. 
6-13 – to the 500 block of SE 1st 

Ave. for a verbal domestic dispute to 
remove an unwanted subject. 
6-13 – Christabel Fash, 43, of 

Homer Glen, Ill. was issued a cita-
tion for speeding in the 800 block of 
SE 2nd Street.    

Property Transfers 
5-28 – Jozie L. Allen and Anthony P., 

Betty J., and Richard C. Hardy to An-
thony P., Betty J., Diana L. and Rich-
ard C. Hardy - Pt 25-13-6 NW - 7662 
N. Wyoming Rd., Wyoming - Consid-
eration = $0.00. 
5-28 – City of Wyoming to Century 

Enterprises, Inc. - Pt block 9 lot 2 - 
East Williams St., Wyoming,  Giles C. 
Dana’s Add’n. - Consideration = $0. 
6-1– Jennifer N. Grebner to Jennifer 

Boland - Pt Lt 5 Assr’s Sub Sect 35-
13-6 SE - 207 N. 4th St., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $140,000. 
6-2 – Dalton L. Miller to Samuel E. 

and Virginia C. Down - Pt Lt 2 Assr’s 
Sub Sect 35-13-6 SE - 104 W. Butler 
St., Wyoming - Consideration = 
$78,900. 
6-3 – Mid Atlantic IRA, LLC to 

Thomas Kurtz - Original Town of 
Toulon - Pt block 12 lot 1 and lot 4 - 
111 W. Court St., Toulon. - Considera-
tion = $12,000. 
6-9 – Kyle D. and Renee L. Wallace 

to Jennifer L. Eberle, Leeann D. Huf-
nagel, Martha J. Macy and Jeffery I. 
Nelson - Original Town of Toulon - PT 
block 5 lot 2 - 117 N. Henderson St., 
Toulon - Consideration = $125,000. 
6-9 – Brian H. Ely, Dec’d by Exec. to 

Marilyn J. Ely - Sect 28 Twp 12 Range 
5 SW & SE (Pt Und 1/3 Int) and Sect 
32 Twp 12 Range 5 SE & NE (Pt Und 
1/4 Int) - Consideration = $0. 
6-10 – Kidd Funeral Home to Benja-

min E. Taber - Original Town of Tou-
lon - Pt block 9 lots 8 & 9 - 120 S. 
Miller St., Toulon - Consideration = 
$29,000. 

Marriage 
6-8 – Alyssa Sue Johnson, Kewa-

nee, and Dale Boone Hall, Kewanee.



Page 4 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS • June 18, 2021 

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except the last 
week of December and a week 
in July) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elm-
wood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad & Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - 
Angie Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

   The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mon-
days by 3 p.m. The Prairie News 
encourages readers to submit 
news for publication. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
that part of an ad in which the 
error occured. 
   The Prairie News is a member 
of the Illinois Press Association.

Of fowl balls and homewrecking finches
   Cardinals have nested in our yard 
for the past few years, where exactly 
I don’t want to know. A vague idea 
is good enough. To know specifics 
about the location of a nest full of 
babies would be too worrisome 
every time the 
cats prowled or 
the winds 
howled. 
   Better to just 
see the cardinal 
clan emerge one 
day at the bird 
waterer, splashing 
and jostling spar-
rows aside. 
   Of all urban 
critters, birds are our most prolific 
neighbors. Everyone has a nest 
story. 
   My favorite this year came from 
Dan Bybee, Elmwood public works 
director. He sent the picture of a 
goose nest (above right) that in-
cluded a softball from nearby bat-
ting cages in Sweetwater Park. After 
the goslings hatched, the ball was 
gone, leaving Bybee to question 
whether the yellow egg hatched or, 
“Was it just a fowl ball?” 
   Yes, birds encourage bad jokes, 

too. And frustration, particularly 
those stubborn gutter-nesters who, 
every spring, plug a downspout or 
two. Then, after the first big thun-
derstorm, grass, sticks and babies 
trickle down the gutter and wash out 
below. 
   Even proper birdhouses aren’t im-
mune to problems. At the farm, we 
have a fancy bluebird box designed 
by “Bluebird Herb” Unkrich of Ed-
wards. Herb tends several bluebird 
trails and knows plenty about the 
best designs to keep sparrows, swal-
lows and wrens away. His science 
must be good, because Momma 
Bluebird raised two clutches of blue 
eggs that appear to have fledged. 
   The other day, though, I noticed 
sticks poking out of the entrance hole 
and a wren flitting around. A true 
bluebird afficionado would evict the 
wrens. I can tolerate her intrusion 
after surviving much tougher nest-
mares on our front porch. You may 
recall, my wife removed one of four 
glass panels on our porch light so 
birds would move in, make a nest 
and prevent me from turning the light 
on (she does not like “wasting” 
energy).  
   Things did not go well. First, spar-

rows living in the light were evicted 
by other birds, who left three feath-
erless corpses for me to clean.  
   The culprits are not certain but, 
shortly after the babies were killed, 
house finches moved in. How con-
venient. Momma Finch had three 
eggs and, while she may be a ho-
mewrecker, she did sit a good nest. 
Alas, they too wound up gone, with 
no shells left behind to give hope of 
a successful hatch. 
   Maybe the protected light is not 
such a good home. Besides, worrying 
about birds you can see is too much, 
what with hundreds of trees to fret 
over and a family, as well. So the 
glass panel goes back this weekend. 
Let the birds find a more natural spot. 
We’ll just wait to see who shows at 
the water station. Nature needs to 
maintain some mystery. 
   Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040 
or jeff@wklypost.com  

Jeff 
LAMPE
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Galva family assisted by motorists in fire
By CAROL TOWNSEND 

For The Prairie News 
   GALVA – A house at 12 NE 2nd 
St. caught fire Monday, June 14, re-
sulting in smoke and fire damage to 
the structure. 
   Galva and Bishop Hill Fire depart-
ments were called to the scene at 
about 2:15 p.m. on Monday after-
noon for a “house full of smoke.” 
   Several passing motorists noticed 
smoke at the property and stopped to 
help resident Kayla Snider and two 
small children escape the home. 
Snider and the children were checked 
for injury by Stark County Ambu-
lance first responders at the scene.  
   The family was assisted with lodg-
ing by the Red Cross, who came to 
their assistance Monday. 
   Galva Fire Chief Nate Byers re-
ported that the State Fire Marshall 
said the cause was “undetermined.” 
   Byers said there was no explosion 

at the property, as some had reported 
A deck gun was used by firemen to 
extinguish the fire and shingles were 

blown from the roof. 
   Byers said the home is owned by 
an Aledo resident. 

Pictured above is the Galva house at Northeast 2nd Street resident which caught fire on 
Monday, June 14. One resident and two children were aided in their escape from the fire 
by passing motorists. Photo by Carol Townsend.

Illinois Senate adjourns with no energy deal
By JERRY NOWICKI 

For The Prairie News 
   SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Sen-
ate adjourned Tuesday without cal-
ling a comprehensive energy 
regulatory reform package for a vote.  
   After adjournment, Senate Pres-
ident Don Harmon, D-Oak Park, 
made a statement similar to one he 
made June 1 after the Senate failed to 
call an energy bill for a vote ahead of 
the regular session adjournment.  
   “There are still some points of con-

tention between two critical constit-
uencies – between labor and the en-
vironmental activists – I believe 
they’re going to be continuing to 
meet as early as this evening to try to 
work out those differences and the 
Senate stands ready, willing and able 
to return as soon as an agreement is 
reached,” he said Tuesday.  
   Harmon said he is also “confident” 
an energy bill will pass this summer.   
   Hours earlier, in an Energy and 
Public Utilities Committee hearing, 

Sen. Bill Cunningham, D-Chicago, 
said the bill stalled amid disagree-
ments over measures aimed at taking 
coal and gas plants offline.  
   Gov. Pritzker’s office originally fa-
vored requiring coal plants to be 
forced offline by 2030, but that was 
pushed back until 2035. Much nego-
tiation of late centered on whether 
the state would allow gas and coal-
fired plants to bury emissions under-
ground in order to meet declining 
carbon caps.  
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 HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
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Leezer Agency informs 
local police on reform 
   TOULON – On June 10, Leezer In-
surance Agency hosted an insurance 
meeting for local police officers fo-
cusing on new police reform and 
how the insurance responds.  
   State Rep. Ryan Spain attended the 
meeting as well and spoke about the 
reform and highlighted the “trailer 
bill” that was released on May 3. 
Wright awarded Ag 
Leader scholarship  
   BRADFORD – Princeton High 
School student Carli Wright of Brad-
ford earned a $1,500 scholarship 
from America’s Farmers Grow Ag 
Leaders, sponsored by Bayer Fund. 
In the fall, Wright will study Agri-
business at Black Hawk College.  
   Wright exemplifies the quality of 
students who are selected for Grow 
Ag Leaders scholarships.  
   For information about the scholar-
ships, visit americasfarmers.com. 
College graduates 
   • Brock Stotler of Wyoming grad-
uated from Bradley University 
Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelors 
of Science in Sports Communica-
tions and Marketing and made 
the Dean’s List for the spring se-
mester. 
College honors 
   • Making the spring High Honor’s 
List (3.75 gpa or higher) at Black 
Hawk College - Quad-Cities Cam-
pus were: Margaret Rouse of Brad-
ford; Marinn Cisna, Cori Ann 
Grant, Amy Percifield and Maggie 
Suddeth of Galva; Tori Lomelino 

of Toulon and Lyla Longabaugh of 
Wyoming. 
   • Earning a spot on the spring 
Honor’s List (3.50-3.74 gpa) at 
Black Hawk College - Quad-Cities 
Campus were: William Comer of 
Galva and Lyla Longabaugh of 
Wyoming. 
   • Earning a spot on the spring High 
Honor’s List (3.75 gpa or higher) at 
Black Hawk College - East Campus 
were: Colby Wall of Bradford; 
Emily Johnson of Edelstein; Sa-
mantha Bohm, James Byrd, Cal 
Clucas, Thomas Conner, Clayton 
Ebbinghouse, Jessica Edgell, 
Laura Endress, Emma Frank, 
Macy Gillette, Kaitlyn Hicks, Jen-
nifer Hoelscher, Holly Hoenig, 
Luke Jaquet, Abigail Jones, Han-
nah Lemay, Johnathon Lock, 
Emily Luthringer, Brynn Patty, 
Makenna Pidgeon, Tristan Rogers, 
Rachel Russell, Julia Stahl and 
Kirsten Wager of Galva; Kaitlynn 
Irving, Te’a Olmsted, Daphne 
Plotner, Carissa Wetherington and 
Judson Wright of Toulon; and John 
Carroll, Adeline Coats, Levi En-
dress, Drake Johnston and Levi 
Nusz of Wyoming. 

   • Earning a spot on the spring 
Honor’s List (3.50-3.74 gpa) at 
Black Hawk College - East Campus 
were: Hannah Dries, Isaac 
McCauley of Bradford; Bailey 
Bates, Nathan Berry, Trenton 
Hammerand, Lauren Madden, 
Sarah Norman, Annie O’Neill, 
Tressa Rogers, Benjamin Smith 
and Ashley Withrow of Galva; Kyle 
Musselman and Joseph Stahl of 
LaFayette; and Riley Menssen, 
Karsyn Rewerts and Kailey 
Senner of Wyoming. 
Henry County Fair  
resumes June 22-27 
   CAMBRIDGE – Volunteers are 
getting the Henry County 4-H Food 
Stand ready to serve fairgoers at this 
year’s Henry County Fair in Cam-
bridge. The fair celebrate 162 years 
this June 22-27. 
   A brand new sign now showcases 
the 4-H building, thanks to Wyffels 
Hybrids and Precision Sign. The 
food stand will be open for breakfast 
and lunch from June 22-26.  
   For complete details on the Henry 
County fair, visit their website 
www.henrycountyfairillinois.com. 

BRIEFS

State Representative Ryan Spain is pictured above discussing the  “trailer bill” with local 
police officers during a May 31 meeting hosted by Leezer Insurance Agency of Toulon.
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RT. 40 Bradford • JUNE 25, 26 
Large Garage Sale at Joe Colgan's. 2½ miles south of Bradford on Rt. 40 
on Friday, June 25, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Saturday, June 26, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Everything and Anything, cleaning closets, basement, sheds, etc. 
Women's clothes, size 6 or S/M; men's clothes; patio set; patio cushions; 
pillows; umbrellas; dishes, two sets; picket fence; fall decorations; old 
chairs;  headboard; and much more..

GARAGE SALE

Princeville Civic group 
awards scholarships

For The Prairie News 
   PRINCEVILLE – Isa-
belle Johnson and Ash-
leigh Brawley have been 
awarded college scholar-
ships from the Princeville 
Civic Association (PCA). 
   Each year, the PCA pro-
vides two $300 scholar-
ships to graduating seniors 
from Princeville High 
School and recipients must 
attend a community col-
lege, college, university or 
trade school in the immedi-
ate semester following high 
school graduation.      
   Each scholarship appli-
cant wrote a short essay on 
ways he or she used high 
school volunteer hours to 
make a difference in the 
Princeville community. A 

committee of Princeville 
Civic Association members 
reviewed the applications 
without knowing the iden-
tity of the students. The 
PCA worked with Ms. 
Bushman and Princeville 
High School. 
   The Princeville Civic As-
sociation was organized to 
promote community and 
economic development in 
Princeville. The PCA spon-
sors events like Heritage 
Days, Holiday Homecom-
ing and the Halloween 
cookout.  
   To join PCA, attend the 
next meeting on July 13 at 
5:30 p.m. at Lillie M. 
Evans Library or visit 
princevillecivicassocia-
tion.pbworks.com.



Page 9www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • June 18,    2021

We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

AUCTIONS



We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

Page 10 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS • June 18, 2021 

Omer Land 
   EDELSTEIN – Omer “Jun” Land, 
Jr., 91, of Peoria, passed away on 
Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020. His 
celebration of life will be at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, June 26, 2021, at the 
Edelstein Community Church. 
Ernie Russell, officiating. Military 
honors will take place at 10 a.m. 
Saturday at his graveside in 
Chillicothe 
Cemetery. A time 
of fellowship will 
follow his service 
at the church.  
   Memorial 
contributions may 
be made to the 
“Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation,” 
memo Team 
Lillian, mail to: 68 County Road 
350 N. Edelstein, IL 61526, or 
Easter Seals for Cerebral Palsy c/o 
Petra Petty in Peoria, Illinois or to 
the Greater Peoria Honor Flight.  
   To leave condolences for Jun’s 
family, please visit his tribute wall 
at www.haskellfuneral.com 

Ella Louise Toland 
   WYOMING – Ella Louise 

Toland, 62, of Wyoming, passed 
away on Thursday, June 10, 2021, 
at 3:54 a.m., at her residence. Ella 
was born on Oct. 3, 1958, in 
Kewanee, Ill., to Raymond and 
Delores (Piersall) 
French. She 
married Robert 
David Toland on 
Sept. 12, 1980, in 
Wyoming, he 
survives. 
   Also surviving 
are three 
daughters, 
Melissa Shepard, 
Danielle Toland, and Jennifer 
Toland; two sons, Josh (Violet) 
Toland and Courtney Toland; two 
sisters, Lorry Powell and Kathy 
French; one brother, Frank French; 
and five grandchildren. She is 
preceded in death by her parents; 
one infant son; and two brothers, 
Tom and Aaron French. 
   Ella attended Stark County 
Schools and worked at FCA in 
Princeville for over 15 years. She 
most recently worked at Casey’s in 
Wyoming, until her retirement in 
October of 2020. She loved 

traveling, reading, playing games 
and cards. Perkins was her favorite 
place to eat.  
   Her visitation will be Tuesday, 
June 15, 2021, from 6-7 p.m. at 
Haskell Funeral & Cremation 
Services in Wyoming. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society.  
   Online condolences may be left 
for Ella’s family on her tribute wall 
at haskellfuneral.com. 

Vickie Linn Cornell 
   EDELSTEIN – Vickie Linn 
Cornell, 69, of Edelstein died May 
18, 2021, at her home.  
   She was born in Peoria on July 6, 
1951. She was preceded in death by 
her parents, one brother and her 
grandparents. 
   Surviving are her sisters, Judy of 
Edelstein, Melody of Peoria and 
Douglas (Denise) of Wyoming. 
   Vickie attended Edelstein 
Community Church, where a 
memorial service will be held 
Saturday, June 19, 2021, at 11 a.m. 
Pastor Ernie Russell will officiate. 
   Memorials may be directed to 
Judy Cornell, 20122 N. Route 40, 
Edelstein, IL 61526. 

Toland

OBITUARIES

Land

Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., Toulon 
PO Box 538 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: The Ely Barn 
2403 Township Rd. 100 N., Toulon, IL 61483 

40°59’24” N 89°56’20”W 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322 
Wyoming, IL 61491 

info@thegathering.life 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Guest Speaker 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
309-286-7340 Leave Message. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 
watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  

 
Galva Congregational Church  

Pastor Josh Ryner 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 

GalvaBaptistChurch.com 
 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on facebook: Wyoming Naz   
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE  

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

 LEGAL ADS 
• • •     

TAKE NOTICE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CASE NO.  2018TX1 
   To: Timothy Hooker; Spouse of 
Timothy Hooker; Lisa Zapata; 
Leonard Phillips; Heather Hollis, 
Stark County Clerk; Persons in 
occupancy or actual possession of 
said property, unknown owners or 
parties claiming any right, interest or 
title in the described real estate: 
Property located at: 
300 S Peoria St , Bradford, IL 
Property Index No. 
02-26-209-006 
Tax Sale Certificate No. 201700013 
   This property was sold on October 
23, 2018 for delinquent general 
taxes for the year of 2017.  A 
Petition for Tax Deed for this 
property was filed on March 30, 
2021. 
   Your right to redeem the property 
from the sale will expire on 
September 30, 2021.  If you fail to 
redeem by that date, the court may 
enter a judgment granting petitioner 
a tax deed. 
   This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this county in 
Toulon, Illinois on October 12, 2021 
at 2 PM before Judge Mack, or 
whomever may be sitting in his or 
her stead. 

JICTB, Inc., Petitioner 
Angela L. Tucker, Esq. 
JICTB, Inc. 
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100 
Champaign, IL  61821 
Published 6/4, 6/11, 6/18/21 

• • •     
TAKE NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CASE NO.  2018TX1 
   To: Thomas Mahony; Spouse of 
Thomas Mahony; Daniel Mahony; 
Spouse of Daniel Mahony; City of 
Toulon; Heather Hollis, Stark County 
Clerk; Persons in occupancy or 
actual possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties claiming 
any right, interest or title in the 
described real estate: 
Property located at: 
116 S Olive St, Toulon, IL 
Property Index No. 
04-19-337-008 
Tax Sale Certificate No. 201700033 
   This property was sold on October 
23, 2018 for delinquent general 

taxes for the year of 2017.  A 
Petition for Tax Deed for this 
property was filed on March 30, 
2021. 
   Your right to redeem the property 
from the sale will expire on 
September 30, 2021.  If you fail to 
redeem by that date, the court may 
enter a judgment granting petitioner 
a tax deed. 
   This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this county in 
Toulon, Illinois on October 12, 2021 
at 2 PM before Judge Mack, or 
whomever may be sitting in his or 
her stead. 

JICTB, Inc., Petitioner 
Angela L. Tucker, Esq. 
JICTB, Inc. 
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100 
Champaign, IL  61821 
Published 6/4, 6/11, 6/18/21 

• • •     
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Notice of Proposed Tariff Changes 
Electric Service Schedule Ill. C. C. 

No. 1  
To the Electric Patrons of  

Ameren Illinois Company d/b/a 
Ameren Illinois: 

   Ameren Illinois (or the Company) 
hereby gives notice to the public 
that on May 27, 2021, it filed with 
the Illinois Commerce Commission 
(Commission) proposed changes in 
its rates and charges for approved 
Energy Efficiency and Demand-
Response Measures (EDR) 
throughout its territory in Illinois 
pursuant to its Rider Energy 
Efficiency and Demand Response 
Investment (Rider EE) tariff in 
Docket No. 21-0467. The changes to 
Rider EE are applicable to Ameren 
Illinois Rate Zones I, II and III.  
   A copy of the proposed change in 
schedule may be inspected at the 
Ameren Illinois offices at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or online at 
www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/. 
   Customers should be advised that 
the Commission may alter or 
otherwise amend the rates or 
conditions of service after hearings 
are held pursuant to 83 Ill. Adm. 
Code Part 200, and may increase or 
decrease individual rates in amounts 
other than those requested by 
Ameren Illinois. 
   All parties interested in this matter 
may obtain information with respect 
thereto either directly from Ameren 
Illinois or by addressing the Chief 
Clerk of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, 527 East Capitol 

Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62706. 
AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY 

d/b/a Ameren Illinois 
By: Richard J. Mark, President & CEO 

Published 6/18, 6/25/21 
• • •     

PUBLIC NOTICE OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 21-3 

AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND 
ASSESS A TAX FOR TOULON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT OF THE 
COUNTIES OF STARK, AND KNOX, 

STATE OF ILLINOIS FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 
2021 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2022 

   BE IT ORDAINED, that the Toulon 
Public Library District of the 
Counties of Stark and Knox, State of 
Illinois, shall levy a tax of .02 
percent of the value of all taxable 
property within said District, for 
building and maintenance purpose, 
subject to the right of the electors in 
said District to petition and require 
an election concerning the 
imposition of such additional tax, 
pursuant to 75 ILCS 16/35-5. 
   BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that 
within fifteen (15) days from the 
date of adoption of the resolution by 
the corporate authorities, it shall be 
published in the Prairie News, a 
newspaper of general circulation in 
the Toulon Public Library District. 
   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have 
hereunder set our hands in Toulon, 
Illinois this June 14th, 2021 to be 
effective immediately upon 
adoption. 
   1. The specific number of voters 
required to sign a petition 
requesting that the question of 
adoption of the ordinance be 
submitted to the electors of the 
District is 148.   
   2. The petition must be filed on or 
before July 30, 2021. 
   3. The referendum would be held 
March 15, 2022. 

/S/ Roberta Cinnamon 
Secretary of the Board  
of Trustees of the 
Toulon Public Library  
District 

c/o Toulon Public Library District 
617 E. Jefferson Street 
Toulon, IL  61483 
Posted: June 14, 2021 
Published 6/18/21 

• • •     
ORDINANCE NO. 21-3 

AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND 
ASSESS A TAX FOR TOULON 

PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT OF THE 
COUNTIES OF STARK, AND KNOX, 

STATE OF ILLINOIS FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 
2021 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2022. 
   BE IT ORDAINED, that the Toulon 
Public Library District of the 
Counties of Stark and Knox, State of 
Illinois, shall levy a tax of .02 
percent of the value of all taxable 
property within said District, for 
building and maintenance purpose, 
subject to the right of the electors in 
said District to petition and require 
an election concerning the 
imposition as such additional tax, 
pursuant to 75 ILCS 16/35-5. 
   BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that 
within fifteen (15) days from the 
date of adoption of the resolution, it 
shall be published in the Prairie 
News, a newspaper of general 
circulation in the Toulon Public 
Library District. 
   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have 
hereunder set our hands in Toulon, 
Illinois this 14th day of June, 2021. 

/S/ Mark Wilson
President of the Board  
of Trustees of the 

Toulon  
Public Library District 

ATTEST: 
/S/ Roberta Cinnamon, Secretary 
Published 6/18/21 

• • •     
LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
On Annual Budget and 

Appropriation Ordinance 
of Toulon Public Library District 

   Notice is hereby given to the 
Public that on August 9, 2021, at the 
hour of 7:00 p.m. at the Toulon 
Public Library, Toulon, Illinois, a 
public hearing will be held on the 
annual Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Toulon Public 
Library District for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2021 and ending 
June 30, 2022.  Any person 
interested in said budget and 
ordinance may be present at said 
time and place and may be heard in 
regard to the budget and ordinance.  
The tentative budget is now on file 
with the Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees, Toulon Public Library 
District, at the Library office and 
may be reviewed upon request prior 
to said hearing by the Public. 
   Date: June 14, 2021 

/S/ Roberta Cinnamon 
Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
Toulon Public Library  
District 
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JOHNSTON: Personal record in 200

CLASSIFIED ADS ~ Call (309) 286-2185

110 hurdles (placing sec-
ond in a personal record of 
17.32 seconds) and won 
the 300 hurdles (45.18); 
junior Colby Carroll ad-
vanced and was second in 
the 300 hurdles (45.38); 
junior Blake Orwig qual-
ified in the shot put and 
discus; and the Stark 
County 4x800 moved on 
as well. The relay consists 
of Caden Daum, Jared 
Prindiville, Payton Stahl 
and Alex Welch, who 
placed second to E-B in a 
time of 9:13.67. 
   “Overall, we had a great 
meet,” SC Coach Bart Frey 
said. “These guys are great 
to coach. They’ve got great 
attitudes and they are 
really athletic. 
   “I’m really proud of Kea-
gan Newton. He set a 
school record in the high 
jump. This is an event he 
hasn’t done for a couple of 
weeks, and he really 
showed up and did excep-
tional.” 
   Newton headed to Thurs-
day’s Class 1A state meet 
seeded No. 8 in high jump. 
   Ranking even higher was 
Orwig, whose sectional-
winning throw of 15.26 
meters put him fifth over-
all. Orwig was also second 
at the sectional in discus 
with a throw of 39.93 
meters that placed him just 
behind winner Craig Put-
nam of Knoxville (40.0). 
   Heat also didn’t bother 
Orwig. 
   “It’s not bad throwing 
out there. It keeps the mus-
cles warm,” Orwig said. 

   The bigger issue, he said, 
was trying to “level out” 
his discus attempts, which 
got a bit too high at sec-
tional. 
   “I got myself a good seed 

for the shot coming into 
state and hope to get a 
place on the podium,” 
Orwig said. “And I’ve got 
room to improve on discus 
in the next week.” 

SECTIONAL: Orwig seeded 5th in shot
Continued from Page 12

Answers on Page 3   

HELP WANTED 

4 hours a day, 5 days a week, 
odd jobs, man or woman, mostly 
outdoor work, no mowing, $200 
per week. Call (309) 932-3042. 

FOR SALE 

Mushroom compost for gardens, 
flowerbeds and lawns.  Black 
dirt, white rock. 1-3” slag for 
driveways or landscapes. 1-3” 
rejects.  Ron & Sue Eberle.  De-
livery is available (309) 493-
5881. 
• ANTIQUES: Baysingar’s Used & 
Antique Furniture: Large selection 
of Shabby Chic all real wood furni-
ture, cottage white w/ finished top. 
Always buying older wood furni-
ture. Check out Baysingar’s Face-
book, 1135 Railroad Ave (Rt. 34, 

East), Kewanee (309) 883-0164. 
SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Central Boiler certified Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. Prices start as 
low as $6,900. Call today (309) 
565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 

vinyl, windows & doors, paint-
ing. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: 
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including 
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting 
and electrical, by Denny Miller. 
Over 25 years of experience. We 
also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs wel-
come! Call me at (309) 995-
3364, LaFayette. 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos & 
farm equipment. Total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: 215 S. Miller.  3 bed,  
1 1/2 bath home. New Kitchen, All 
new appliances. $800/m + de-
posit. 309-678-1831.  Call or 
text. 
• TOULON: Still Available, ten-
tative tenant declined, One bed-
room apartment, fully furnished, 
utilities paid. No pets, non-smok-
ing. Possible work opportunity to 
offset the rent. Available July 1. 
Must have references and deposit. 
Indian Creek Vineyard, (309) 525-

5302.  
• PRINCEVILLE: Six climate-con-
trolled, paneled modern offices & 
storage spaces, 206 E. Main, 
Princeville. Monthly prices range 
$60 to $150 or $635 for all. De-
posit, lease & utilities prorated 
based on footage. (309) 696-
5201. 

WANTED 
• JUNK CARS: Highest price paid 
for junk cars. Call (309) 932-
8220. Will pick up. 
• OLD CONCRETE: Yates City -
Maquon area. Haul to me and 
dump. Easy in and out. (309) 
231-6040. 

NOTICE 

FIRST Baptist Church of Wyo-
ming Food Distribution Center is 
open Sundays only 2:30-4:30 
p.m. at WyHi Community Center, 
401 N. Galena Ave., Wyoming. 
Elderly and disabled persons call 
(309) 695-5116 for delivery. 
Bring boxes. 
 

THANK YOU 

• FREE THANK YOU notes in this 
space, call (309) 286-2185 or 
email ads@prairie-news.com.

ADVERTISE  (309) 286-2185

record times and all are juniors or seniors, 
led by winner Megan Becker of Bloom-
ington Central Catholic in 57.93 seconds. 
   Less than an hour later, Johnston ran the 
200 in a personal record of 26.59 seconds 
to place 13th. 
   “I was proud of her for coming out after 
that heat and getting eighth in the 400 and 
turning around and running a PR in the 
200,” Terwilliger said. “I think that says a 
lot about her competitiveness. 
   “She had a great meet for a sophomore. 
She’s got two more years and I’m looking 
forward to seeing what she can do in that 

200 and 400.” 
   Senior Lena Becker was the other Lady 
Rebel competing at state and placed 10th 
in the 100 hurdles in 15.87 seconds, mis-
sing a medal by just .01 seconds. Becker, 
who will compete collegiately for the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Whitewater, was also 
16th in the 300 hurdles (50.93). 
   “I know this didn’t end the way Lena 
wanted, but she has been everything you 
could ask for in an athlete,” Terwilliger 
said. “From her freshman year to now she 
has worked her butt off and has come a 
long way. She’s got more to come in col-
lege.”

Continued from Page 12
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State champion! 
Stark Co. sophomore Johnston wins high jump title 

SC strong at sectional 
Orwig, Newton lead Rebels group headed to state meet 

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   KEWANEE – While many athletes were 
grumbling about the heat last Friday dur-
ing a steamy Class 1A sectional track 
meet at Wethersfield High School, Keagan 
Newton had a different take. 
   “I just felt kind of more bouncy,” New-
ton said. 
   That’s a good thing for a high jumper, as 
Newton turned his “bounciness” into a 
sectional title and Stark County High 
School record by clearing a personal 
record of 6 feet, 3 inches. After clearing 
his previous personal best of 5-10, then 

making it at 5-11 and at the state qualify-
ing height of 6-1, Newton said he had 
nothing to lose at 6-3. 
   “I was like, ‘I already made it to state, 
I’m just gonna try and see if I can get it,’” 
said Newton, who is a junior. “I got it first 
try. It felt sweet.” 
   Newton was one of several Stark 
County boys athletes who enjoyed a 
“sweet” performance on a sizzling day. 
The Rebels were second overall as a team 
with 80 points, ranking behind only Elm-
wood-Brimfield (107 points). 
   Newton also advanced to state in the 

The Prairie News Sports
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By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   CHARLESTON – Lindley Johnston 
calls June 10 “the best worst day” she’s 
lived through. 
   On one hand, competing in three events 
at the girls Class 1A state track meet in 
oppressive heat was a miserable experi-
ence. But to come home with two medals 
and to win what is believed to be the first 
girls state track and field championship in 
Stark County High School history defi-
nitely made all the sweat worthwhile. 
   “It was wonderful,” said Johnston, who 
cleared 5 feet, 4.25 inches to place first in 
the high jump as a sophomore. “I didn’t 
have the mentality that I was going to win, 
but I prepared myself that I had the poten-
tial to win it.” 
   That was a good plan, since the heat 
clearly impacted jumpers, as several com-
petitors seeded ahead of Johnston coming 
into the meet were out quickly after failing 
to clear 5-1.75. 
   “I thought Lindley did really well with 
the conditions,” Stark County Coach Clint 
Terwilliger said. “You could definitely tell 
the heat was getting to some of the girls. 
[Lindley] got at that final height and she 
got a little overheated herself.” 
   And while Johnston’s final height was 
not up to her personal best of 5-6 earlier 
this spring, it was good enough for first. 
   “It feels really good to be able to repre-
sent Stark County that way,” she said. “I 
couldn’t do it without my support system 
– my coaches, my family and the commu-

nity.” 
   Johnston’s work was not done after win-
ning the high jump, though. After several 
hours of drinking fluids and cooling off in 
air conditioned vehicles, Johnston fol-
lowed her state title with an eighth-place 
finish in the 400 in 1:00.47. Six of the 
runners ahead of her posted personal 

Stark County sophomore Lindley Johnston won 
a state title in the high jump on June 10 and was 
eighth in the 400 to earn a second medal at the 
Class 1A state track meet. 

Stark County athletes Blake Orwig (left) and Keagan Newton qualified for the Class 1A state track 
meet in multiple events last Friday at the Kewanee Wethersfield sectional. Photos by Collin Fairfield.

Continued on Page 11Continued on Page 11
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