
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Local Toulon artist 
Shawn Hall recently completed 
his second patriotic mural in 
Toulon at the Newsroom/Bistro 
building in time for the Fourth of 
July Weekend.  
   Hall’s latest mural depicts Ben 
Franklin, John Adams and 
Thomas Jefferson writing the 
Declaration of Independence. 
   Hall plans to paint two more 
patriotic scenes next to the one 
just completed with the Statue of 
Liberty and the Constitution 
themes. Hall’s first mural was 
painted at Nelson’s Auto Sales 
for the Memorial Day Weekend 
and depicts a soldier carrying a 
wounded comrade out of a battle. 
   Recently, the 49-year-old Hall 
decided to pursue his dream of 
being an artist and quit his 
regular welding occupation.  
   “Welding is a very labor filled 
job, but mostly because of health 
reasons and the art-bug was just 
too much to resist anymore,” 
Hall said. 
   As to the cost of having a 
mural painted, Hall said, “It’s 
really hard to tell. One like the 
one I’m doing now – if I wasn’t 
donating my time and getting 
donations for the paint and 
material – you would be looking 
at somewhere in the $1,200 to 
$1,500 range.” 

   Hall said it takes about 15-20 
hours of work to complete a wall 
mural. That equates to about 
three days of work. 
   Hall says that he has been 
interested in art and painting 
since his kindergarten year of 
school all the way through high 
school in Kewanee, where he 
grew up. He was strongly 
influenced by his art teacher, Ms. 
Blake, during those years. Yet, his 
talents haven’t always been 

entirely legal. 
   As a youngster, Hall painted 
graffiti on railroad cars, stopping 
after he was caught. 
   Now, Hall said, “I think my 
artwork has come a long way. I 
enjoy doing the murals. It’s a way 
to give back to the community. It’s 
something for people to enjoy, talk 
about and look at.  
   “It’s a labor of love and a way to 
be positive.” 

Stark Co. may join 
Peoria Co. for 911

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – According to 
Stark County Sheriff’s Chief 
Deputy Chuck Demetreon, 
Stark County may finally be 
getting Enhanced 911 with 
the help of Peoria County. 
Peoria County has indicated 
that it will accept Stark 
County.  
   Sheriff Steven Sloan spoke 
with Peoria County represen-
tatives on a conference call 
on Wednesday, July 14.  Ac-
cording to Sheriff Steven 
Sloan, the Stark County E911 
cooperative with Peoria 
County is in the planning 
process, but it will take a 
couple of months before any-
thing is known.. 

   Stark County has attempted 
for years to obtain E911 
without much success.  In the 
past, other counties have de-
clined to aid Stark in partner-
ing on their E911 boards and 
systems mainly because of 
the cost that would be in-
curred by other counties. 
   The 911 development was 
the major news at Tuesday’s 
meeting of the Stark County 
Board of Supervisors.  
   In other business, the board 
also approved a contract ex-
tension for energy supplies 
with Good Energy for a mini-
mal increase in cost through 
June of 2024, with pricing 
locked-in. 
   Budget presentations from 
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Local artist Shawn Hall and daughter Karsen stand next to the patriotic mural Hall 
painted on the Newsroom/Bistro building for the Fourth of July Weekend. Hall re-
ceived donations from Leezer Insurance Agency, Cover Insurance Agency, FBFM, 
Mane Event, Toulon Tap and Casey’s General Store to defray the cost. Photo by 
John A. Ballentine.

Continued on Page 5

Junior Fair ahead 
Queen Pageant first Stark Co. Jr. Fair event

Continued on Page 2

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – Stark 
County will crown a queen 
on Saturday to open a busy 
week of activities related to 
the Stark County Junior Fair, 
back after a one-year 
COVID-related absence. 
  The Stark County Fair 
Queen Pageant will be held 
Saturday at 2 p.m. at the 
Orwig Auction & Event 
Center in Toulon.  
   Events at the fairgrounds 
on Route 17 get underway 
Thursday, July 22, with a 
family hot dog roast and fair 
set-up at 6 p.m. 

   Fairgoers this year will 
have a chance to enjoy the 
newly completed building on 
the fairgrounds that can 
house 4-H and Junior Fair ex-
hibits that previously were 
displayed throughout Wyo-
ming. A ribbon-cutting cere-
mony will be held during this 
year’s fair. 
   Livestock action starts Fri-
day, July 23, with swine 
judging at 9 a.m., a poultry, 
rabbit and rodent show at 1 
p.m. and the Stark County 
Speed Show starting with 
barrel exhibitions at 3:30 
p.m. and poles at 4:30. 

Artist 
Shawn Hall 
paints the 

town

Continued on Page 2
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Stark County Circuit Clerk, County 
Recorder and Clerk Heather Hollis, 
and Zoning/Supervisor of Assess-
ments Renée Johnson were given to 
the board. Their budgets were similar 
to last year’s for each county office. 
Each asked for raises for their dep-
uties. 
   In his report, County Engineer 

Judd Giffin highlighted the highway 
department’s activities for the month 
of June and activities scheduled for 
July. Giffin said county highway de-
partment personnel have been filling 
potholes around the county’s roads 
with an asphalt mix; inspected flood-
ing of houses on the east side of 
Bradford; and submitted bid packets 
to the Illinois Department of Trans-

portation for the county’s aggregate 
and seal coating. 
   Scheduled for July is the installa-
tion of flashing lights and/or reflec-
tors around the county at locations 
that have a history of accidents. Gif-
fin said that the county will advertise, 
open and award contracts for aggre-
gate, seal coating, and spray patching 
of county roads this month.

911: Flashing lights, reflectors to go up in Stark Co.
Continued from Page 1

FAIR: Corn boil returns, pie-eating contest new
   On the night of July 23, 
the Second Chance band 
will perform at 8 p.m. 

   The busy schedule on 
Saturday, July 24, opens 
with Speed Show barrel 
exhibitions at 8:30 a.m., 

poles at 9:30, mud volley-
ball at 10 (registration 
starts at 9), goat and sheep 
weigh-in at 11 and junior 
fair general projects judg-
ing starting at 11. The Jun-
ior Fair goat show starts at 
1 p.m., with the jackpot 
show at 3.  
   Entrants are sought for 
the fair’s newest event, a 
pie-eating contest at 4:30 
p.m. that will be held out-
side the new exhibitor 
building. 
  And the Wyoming 
Chamber of Commerce 
will be holding its corn 
boil again this year from 4-
7 p.m. 
   The schedule on Sunday, 
July 25, starts with the beef 
weigh-in at 8 a.m., to be 
followed by the bucket calf 
and dairy show at 10 a.m. 
That event features 4-H 

and Junior Fair entries to-
gether. 
   The 4-H Beef Show is at 
11 a.m. with the Junior 
Fair Beef Show to follow. 
   Barnyard Olympics will 
be held at 5 p.m. followed 
by a pig scramble at 6:30. 
   The fair continues on 
Monday, July 26, with the 
horse and pony show at 9 
a.m. and then a break until 
the 4-H awards ceremony 
is held at 6:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the Junior Fair 
awards and then at approx-
imately 7 p.m. the Stark 
County Sale of Cham-
pions. 
   Fair clean-up is Tuesday, 
July 27, which is when 
general projects must be 
picked up and Junior Fair 
premium checks are is-
sued. Learn more at stark-
countyjrfair.com. 

Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
7-5 – Michael D. Whitehead - 

Driving 21-25 mph above limit. 
7-7 – Zaelon W. Donaldson - Im-

proper traffic lane usage, child re-
straint violation, operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, and regis-
tration expiration. 
7-7 – Shawn T. McRae - Driving 

15-20 mph above limit. 
7-7 – Christopher G. Clayton - 

Driving 15-20 mph above limit. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   7-3 – A single-vehicle accident 
occurred on Route 78 north of the 
intersection of 300N. The driver in-
volved was identified as Omar 
Favela, 34, of Kewanee. No injuries 
were reported and no citations were 
issued, but the vehicle sustained es-
timated damages over $1,500. 
   7-6 – A theft was reported regard-
ing a rural LaFayette residence 
where several items were found 
missing. The incident remains 
under investigation. 
   7-7 – Lance E. Carder, 35, Kewa-
nee, was arrested on a Henry 
County warrant for failure to appear 
on the original charges for posses-
sion of meth, driving while his li-
cense was suspended, and operating 
an uninsured vehicle. He was ad-
ditionally arrested for failure to ap-
pear on a Stark County warrant for 
driving with a cracked windshield, 
illegal transportation of alcohol and 
driving without a rear registration 
light. He was later released with no-
tices to appear for both counties. 
   7-7 – Rodrick E. Holmes Jr., 35, 
Toulon, was arrested by Stark 
County authorities on a Peoria 
County warrant for failure to appear 
on a theft charge. He posted $300 
cash bond and was released with a 
court date to appear. 
   7-9 – Joe Rediger, Toulon, re-
ported the theft of a John Deere hay 
rack from a rural residential loca-
tion on Route 78. The farm equip-
ment was valued at $1,400. The 
incident is under investigation. 
   7-10 – Duane J. Shaw, 34, Kewa-
nee, was arrested by the Kewanee 
Police Department on a Stark 
County warrant for failure to appear 
for driving without insurance. He 
posted $100 cash bond and was re-
leased with a court date to appear in 
Stark County. 
   7-11 – A single-vehicle accident 
occurred on 300N approximately 
two miles west of Route 78. The 
driver involved was identified as 
Trevor D. Schaefer, 25, of Kewa-
nee. Schaefer and two additional 
passengers refused medical treat-

ment at the scene. Schaefer was 
ticketed for failure to reduce speed  
to avoid an accident. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
7-5 – to the 600 block of NW 1st 

Street in reference to a traffic com-
plaint involving speeders. 
7-5 –  to the 00 block of NE 4th 

Street for a loose cat complaint. 
7-5 – Officer spoke with a resident 

about issues that had arisen from an 
ongoing child custody dispute. 
7-5 – to the 00 block of NW 5th 

Street in reference to a child not 
properly secured in a child restraint 
device. 
7-5 – to the 00 block of SE 6th Ave. 

for a damage to property complaint. 
7-6 – to the 600 block of NW 1st 

Street for a traffic complaint involv-
ing speeders. 
7-6 –  to the 100 block of SE 3rd 

Street to attempt to locate a wanted 
subject. As the result, Jennifer Shep-
pard, 45, Galva, was arrested on a 
Henry County warrant for failing to 
appear on the charge of possession of 
drug paraphernalia. She posted bond 
and was released with a court date. 
7-6 – to the north edge of town to 

watch for three vehicles that were re-
portedly traveling over 100 mph. Of-
ficer wasn’t able to locate. 
7-7 –  to the 00 block of SW 2nd 

Street to assist a motorist who had 
locked themselves out of a vehicle. 
Tarleton’s was contacted and was 
able to gain entry. 
7-7 –  to the Galva Cemetery for a 

domestic disturbance that was seen 
by a passerby. Officer was not able to 
locate anyone at the cemetery. 
7-7 – Officer recognized a wanted 

subject walking near the intersection 
of SE 3rd Street and SE 1st Ave. As a 
result, Ricky Elliott, 37, Kewanee, 
was arrested on a Henry County war-
rant for failing to appear on a charge 
of driving while license suspended. 
He was released with a court date. 
7-7 – to the 00 block of SW 2nd 

Street for a suspicious person com-
plaint. As a result, Ryan Smith, 34, 
Peoria, was arrested on a Tazewell 
County warrant for petition to revoke 
on the charge of possession of meth. 

He was taken to Henry County Jail. 
7-8 – to the 1000 block of SE 2nd 

Street to attempt to locate a wanted 
subject. As a result, Michael Thuline, 
53, Galva, was arrested on a Henry 
County warrant for failure to appear 
on the charge of disorderly conduct 
involving a false 911 call. He was 
taken to the Henry County Jail.  
7-8 – to the 500 block of SE 2nd 

Street for a report of a violation of an 
order of protection. The incident oc-
curred in LaSalle County. The com-
plainant was referred to LaSalle 
County for a report. 
7-8 – to the 200 block of North 

Center Ave. for a juvenile matter in-
volving trespassing. The juveniles 
were spoken to and dispersed. 
7-8 – to the 00 block of NW 5th 

Street for a burning complaint. 
7-8 – to another burning complaint 

near the north water treatment plant. 
7-9 – to the 300 block of Main 

Street for a theft report. 
7-9 – As the result of a traffic com-

plaint and traffic stop in the 800 
block of SW 2nd Street, Joseph 
Slover, 42, Neponset, was arrested 
for driving while license revoked. He 
was taken to the Galva Police De-
partment for processing and later re-
leased with a court date. 
7-9 – to the 600 block of SE Indus-

trial Ave. for a loose cow complaint. 
The owner got them back into a 
fenced area. 
7-9 – to the 300 block of NE 2nd 

Street to assist IL DCFS. 
7-9 – to the 800 block of NW 3rd 

Ave. for a fireworks complaint. 
7-9 – to the 500 block of SE 2nd 

Street for a two-vehicle accident with 
minor damage only. 
7-10 – to the 600 block of NW 1st 

Ave. for a traffic complaint. As a re-
sult, Larry Colwell, 29, Kewanee, 
was issued a citation for illegal trans-
portation of alcohol by a driver. 
7-10 – to the 500 block of SE 1st 

Ave. for trespassing complaint. 
7-11 – to the 600 block of NW 7th 

Street for a possible water main 
break. The water department was 
contacted. 
7-11 – to the 600 block of SW 4th 

Street for a complaint involving a 
neighbor’s dog that jumped out of a 
window and ran off. 
7-11 – to the west edge of Galva to 

watch for a reckless driver who was 
heading toward town. Officer wasn’t 
able to locate. 
Property Transfers 
   7-6 - Teresa Gail Lee, Dec’d By Ind. 
Admin. to Leo Pata Holdings, LLC - 
Pt 36-13-6 SW - 518 N. Galena Ave., 
Wyoming, - Consideration = $414. 
   7-6 - Joy M. Nenadov to Tyler John 
Debrock - Pilgrim’s Add’n block 2 
lots 1 & 2 - 131 Breen Ave., Bradford 
- Consideration = $104,000.



Turnout good for 
summer reading in 
Wyoming 
   WYOMING – The summer 
reading program at Wyoming Pub-
lic Library had to be adjusted for 
the last two summers during the 
pandemic, but that did not stop 64 
kids from signing up this year and 
participating. 
   Young readers turned in 39 book 
logs during summer reading from 
May 17-June 30.They read a total 
of 33,180 minutes for the younger 
three age groups and 69,054 pages 
for the young adult group.   
   The program also featured five 
activity days on the lawn, including 
coloring bags, making turtle CDs, 
leaf prints with the Soil and Water 
Conservation District, cookie dec-
orating and sand art. Forest Park 
Nature Center also did a presenta-
tion 
   Speer Community Bank provided 
prizes for the top readers: Miriam 
Endress for age group 0-5, Kaylee 
Goerks for age group 6-9, Jadon 
Nenadov for age group 10-12, and 
Kaitlyn Nenadov for 13 and up.  
Kaitlyn Nenadov also received a 

Kindle, which was donated by Mid-
Century Communications.   
College honors 
   • Brooke Montgomery of Toulon 
and Patrick Crowley of Wyoming 
made the Spring Dean’s List (3.5 
gpa or higher) at St. Ambrose Uni-
versity. 
Teams needed for  
local Relay for Life 
   KEWANEE – Every day you hear 
of another person, friend or family 
member that has had to hear the 
words “you have cancer.” You feel 
helpless, but there is something you 
can do – help fight the fight. Form 

or join a team in the annual Henry-
Stark Relay For Life fundraising ef-
fort to support research so that we 
can put an end to this horrible dis-
ease. 
   This year’s relay will be a drive-
through event on Saturday, Aug. 21, 
from 2-11 p.m. at Northeast Park in 
Kewanee. 
   For information on signing up a 
team, call Nichelle Morey at (309) 
525-1727 or Amy Sternes at (309) 
853-6670. 
   Teams can consist of as many 
people as you want. The following 
teams and captains are also willing 
to take new members: 
   • OSF Healthcare - Daniel Royce 
   • Over the Hill Gang - Judy Sorn-
berger 
   • First Presbyterian Church - Sha-
ron Deahl 
   • State Bank of Toulon - Nichelle 
Morey 
   • Eagles Team - Rachel Brody 
   • Kollege Kids - Annie Pickering 
   • Mission Possible - Denise 
Wright 
   • Sparks for Life -  Carole Sex-
ton/Stacie Bloome 
   •Tackle Cancer - IVC - Lisa Adair 
Pierson,Tammy Pierson 
   • The Cure - Marcia Dragolovich 
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Kaitlyn Nenadov read 24,384 pages dur-
ing summer reading at the Wyoming Pub-
lic Library and received a Kindle from 
MidCentury Communications. 

   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except the last 
week of December and July 22 
this year) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elmwood, 
IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad & Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - 
Angie Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

   The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays 
by 3 p.m. The Prairie News en-
courages readers to submit news 
for publication. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
that part of an ad in which the 
error occured. 
   The Prairie News is a member 
of the Illinois Press Association.

BRIEFS
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MURALS: ‘A way to give back to the community’

 

PEORIA 
JULY 25 

PEORIA Flea Market, Sunday, July 
25, Expo Gardens, Peoria, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

FLEA 
MARKET

   Hall says he can work on 
anything that will accept paint. He 
also does chalk art. A few years ago 
during Old Settlers’ he created a 
scene in chalk on North Franklin 
Street. Recently he showcased 
artwork and chalk art in Kewanee’s 
Prairie Chicken Festival, July 9-10. 
   “I just got a new setup that I have 

to try out that is more modern than 
what I’m used to, but it’s 
airbrushing. I’d really like to do 
motorcycles with the airbrushing. 
My goal is to do murals during the 
summer and then in the wintertime, 
acquire a building and do a couple 
of custom motorcycle paint jobs,” 
Hall stated. 
   Hall is originally from Kewanee 

and his parents are Terry Hall and 
Janet Ward (who passed away 
seven months ago). He moved to 
Toulon with his wife Jenny Brown 
to enable Brown’s daughter to 
easily attend high school. Hall has 
two sons, 30-year-old Brandon and 
23-year-old Gage. He and Jenny 
have a daughter, six-year-old 
Karsen.

Continued from Page 1

   TOULON – After a one-year 
delay due to COVID restrictions, 
high school class reunions are back. 
   The Toulon Township High 
School Class of 1970 will hold its 
50th year class reunion on Saturday, 
Aug. 7, starting at 6 p.m. at Cernos 
in Kewanee, followed with a buffet 
style dinner at 7 p.m. The menu will 
have roast beef and grilled chicken, 
salad, cheesy potatoes and sides. 
Cost is $15 per person payable to 

Cindy Milburn, 18 Pine Tree Road, 
Kewanee, IL 61443 by July 28. 
   Class of 1980 and 1981 will hold 
a combined 40th class reunion on 
Saturday, Aug. 7, at Julie’s Cafe in 
Toulon at 6 p.m. Cost is $25 per 
person payable to THS Class of 81.  
   Reservations can be made to John 
Leezer at the Leezer Agency or 
Angie Meaker at 700 N Main St., 
Apt 265 Eureka, IL 61530. Meaker 
can also be contacted via Facebook. 

   All former staff members are wel-
come and Meaker asks class 
members to help spread the word.  
   The class will also enter a float in 
the Old Settlers Parade.  
   Also, Electric Tomato will play 
Friday night, Aug. 6, at 7 p.m. at 
Catalpa Grove. The Old Settlers’ 
parade is at 2 p.m. Saturday with 
Electric Tomato playing at the R-
Bar after the parade. 

– John A. Ballentine

Toulon H.S. class reunions to be held in August
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By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – John Leezer had 
planned to hold a celebration last 
year to commemorate the business’ 
50th year anniversary under the 
Leezer name. Those plans were 
changed due to the COVID pan-
demic, and so it 
was decided for 
safety’s sake not 
to hold an open 
house marking 
that half century 
in business. 
   John’s father, 
Donald “Dick’ 
Leezer farmed in 
Mount Sterling, but changed occu-
pations selling insurance in the 
Stronghurst area for Country Com-
panies Insurance. 
   “He found out that the Rahmeyer 
Agency was for sale, in Toulon, and 
moved here after purchasing it,” 
John Leezer said. “Dad came here 
in the fall of 1970 and the rest of 
the family moved here in the Spring 

of 1971.” 
   John graduated from Toulon-La-
Fayette High School in 1980, then 
in 1982 received an associates’ de-
gree in business marketing and 
management from Carl Sandburg 
College. What attracted John to pur-
sue a career in the insurance busi-
ness was the opportunity. “Even in 
high school, I really knew that I 
wanted to have my own business,” 
John stated. 
   John began at Leezer’s Agency in 
1982, then assumed control of the 
company in 1986 when his father 
retired. John has since expanded the 
business over the past 35 years. In 
2006, the Leezer Agency partnered 
with Maloof Realty, which bene-
fited both businesses by opening up 
a broader market for each. 
   Then in 2009, John switched from 
residential and farm real estate to 
concentrate solely on the farm real 
estate market. The Leezer Agency 
continues to sell insurance, also.  
   In 1994, the Leezer Agency pur-
chased Wyoming’s Werner-Rapp 

Insurance Agency and kept it intact 
for five years until consolidating it 
to Toulon. John is also the manager 
and an agent for Elmira Mutual In-
surance. 
   John’s son Ben began working for 
Leezer’s in 2011 by selling real es-
tate and insurance. Sometime in the 
distant future Ben will take over the 
leadership of the business when 
John retires. 
   Besides the business, John is in-
volved in the community. He is a 
member of Stark County Ventures, 
is a past president of Toulon’s Lion 
Club, and is a trustee of St. John-
Paul Catholic Church, in Kewanee. 
   John has two sisters Patty and 
Janet and three brothers Tom, David 
and Mike. As mentioned, John’s son 
Ben works at the Agency, while 
sons Tyler works at Rumbold & 
Kuhn, plus he raises cattle, with 
Zack being a counselor in the Chi-
cago area. Stepdaughter Jennifer is 
an OSF recruiter.

Leezers mark 50-plus years of business

Leezer
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Toulon businesses rebound from COVID
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – As the COVID pan-
demic begins to fade somewhat, Tou-
lon businesses are emerging from last 
year’s restrictions with a different 
perspective. 
   State Bank of Toulon President 
Doug Parrott said, “Coming out of 
COVID, I would say the state of 
Toulon businesses are looking up. 
Restaurants are back open and they 
seem to be busy. The ag community 
– farmers and agri-businesses and 
such are doing much better – prices 
are higher and local crops are prob-
ably looking the best in the state.” 
   Parrott says the bank’s growth is 

unprecedented in the past 18 months 
because of stimulus payments, Pay-
check Protection lans and other 
COVID payments.  
   “Things are very well at the bank at 
this point and time,” Parrott said. 
   Things are also looking up for res-
taurants. 
   “Our business has increased ap-
proximately 50 percent from last 
year,” said Julie Henderson of Julie’s 
Café Market. “People are getting 
more comfortable coming out to 
dine-in. We have a lot more ‘to-go’ 
orders now and more people dining-
in.” 
   Connie Jacobson, of Connie’s 
Country Kitchen, said “As far as car-

ryout business, it was much, much 
better last year. On Friday nights, we 
just couldn’t keep up with the orders, 
everything was busy-busy. Now that 
everything has opened back up, this 
year’s ordering has gone back to nor-
mal. There are still people who are a 
little leery of coming in [to dine] – 
the older people. 
   “Last year when we were closed 
down for several months that really 
hurt breakfast and lunch for people 
who came in regularly. But, now that 
things have opened back up, people 
feel that they can go out again.”  
   Connie said last year’s carryout 
business made up for a lack of dine-
in customers.

COVID has increased market for Nelson’s
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – Nelson Auto Sales has 
been supplying quality vehicles to 
the local area for 35-plus years, ac-
cording to Zack Nelson. And thanks 
to modern technology, Nelson’s can 
now also sell to customers across the 
United States. 
   “With the internet, it has really 
helped us average 20 car sales per 
month,” Nelson said. “It’s probably 
half and half – local to outside 
buyers. I’ve sold cars all over the 
states, like Texas and Florida. They 
come to us for a car because there is 
a shortage of cars due to COVID.” 
   Nelson said the pandemic has 

created more demand for used ve-
hicles and has driven up prices since 
new vehicles are not being produced 
in the same volume as normal. 
   “People come to us from other 
states because nobody has that many 
cars for sale,” Nelson said. “The 
word is that it’ll be a couple of years 
before things return to normal.” 
   Nelson’s buys from a variety of 
sources to stock their inventory. 
   “I buy them online from different 
area auctions at Morton and the Quad 
Cities,” Nelson said.  
   Nelson said he only lets vehicles sit 
on the lot for about 100 days.  
   “That keeps our inventory fresh,” 
he said. 

   When possible, Nelson tries to get 
local cars for inventory because he 
knows the history of them if they’ve 
been properly maintained, etc. 
   Customers can special order ve-
hicles from Nelson’s, as well. “I can 
get the color, make, model, down to 
the trim levels a customer wants,” 
Zack said. 
   Who makes up Nelson Auto Sales? 
At the top is Ivan Nelson and his 
wife Marlene, the office manager. 
Zack Nelson and Jan Gage sell ve-
hicles. Jeff Nelson runs the repair 
shop with mechanics Gary Krause 
and James Sellers. And Mike Steel-
man handles oil changes, brake work 
and detailing. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS ~ Call (309) 286-2185

HELP WANTED 

• CLASS A CDL Driver: Spoon 
River Valley Farms, located 3 
miles north of Princeville is look-
ing for a fall driver. Position has 
the opportunity to become per-
manent and can start before fall 
if wanted. Class A CDL is re-
quired. Will be needed 6 days a 
week for 12 hours a day when 
busy. Farm experience is helpful 
but not required. Duties will in-
clude hauling out of the field to 
our grain setup and to local el-
evators. Please contact Johnny 
(309) 712-5097 or Nick (309) 
712-5468. 

FOR SALE 

• SWEET CORN: $5/dozen. Rt 17 
west through La Fayette turn 
south at the cemetery. Doug 
Stahl Family. Call for availability 
(309) 525-4751. 

Mushroom compost for gardens, 
flowerbeds and lawns.  Black 
dirt, white rock. 1-3” slag for 
driveways or landscapes. 1-3” 
rejects.  Ron & Sue Eberle.  De-
livery is available (309) 493-
5881. 
• ANTIQUES: Baysingar’s Used 
& Antique Furniture: Large selec-
tion of Shabby Chic all real wood 
furniture, cottage white w/ fin-
ished top. Always buying older 
wood furniture. Check out Bays-
ingar’s Facebook, 1135 Railroad 
Ave (Rt. 34, East), Kewanee 
(309) 883-0164. 

SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Central Boiler certified Outdoor 
Wood Furnace. Prices start as 
low as $6,900. Call today (309) 
565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 

repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, paint-
ing. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: 
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including 
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting 
and electrical, by Denny Miller. 
Over 25 years of experience. We 
also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs wel-
come! Call me at (309) 995-
3364, LaFayette. 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos & 
farm equipment. Total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: Upstairs apartment, 
one bedroom in Toulon, 105 E. 

Main, includes kitchen appliances, 

a/c, on site laundry, $500 per 

month plus deposit, water in-

cluded in rent. (309) 678-1831.  

• STARK COUNTY: Country home 

for rent in Southwest corner of 

Stark County.  5 rooms, 3 bed-

rooms, large eat-in kitchen, 2 -car 

detached garage, Stark county 

school district,$500 per month, 

plus deposit. 309-525-1407. 

WANTED 

• JUNK CARS: Highest price paid 

for junk cars. Call (309) 932-

8220. Will pick up. 

• CASH for Vintage Estate and 

Costume Jewelry, (309) 335-

6073.

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF            ) 
JANNIE J. LUCAS,) No.  2021-P-11 
Deceased              ) 

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
   Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of Jannie J. Lucas. 
   On June 25, 2021, Letters of Office 
were issued to Melinda Grier, 8233 
E. 2600 Street, Kewanee, IL 61443, 
Annette Atkins, 420 Phenix Ave., 
Bradford, IL 61421, and Michael 
Goforth, 1224 21st Street, 
Bettendorf, IA 52722, whose 
attorney of record is Anne C. 
Rennick, P.O. Box 90, Wyoming, IL 
61491. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, IL 61483, or 
with the Representative, or both, on 
or before (a) January 7, 2022, or (b) 
if mailing or delivery of a notice from 
the Representative is required by the 
provisions of Section 18-3 of the 
Probate Act of 1975, the date stated 
in that notice.  Any claim not filed on 
or before the aforementioned date(s) 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed. 
   Dated:  June 29, 2021  

/S/ Anne C. Rennick 
     Anne C. Rennick 

Anne C. Rennick 
Attorney for: Estate of Jannie J. 
Lucas 
P.O. Box 90 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
Ph:  (309)-695-4701 
Fax:  (309)-695-2119 
Email:  acrennick@yahoo.com 
Published 7/2, 7/9, 7/16/21 

• • •     
21-094726 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STARK COUNTY,  
TOULON, ILLINOIS 

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. AS 
TRUSTEE FOR OPTION ONE 
MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2000-B, 
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATES, 
SERIES 2000-B 
PLAINTIFF, 
-vs- 

Unknown Heirs and/or Legatees 
Barbara Jean Carroll a/k/a Barbara J. 
Carroll, Deceased; Suzanne Wilson; 
John Carroll; Bridget L. Rickard; 
Bridget L. Rickard, as Independent 
Administrator of the Estate of 
Barbara Jean Carroll a/k/a Barbara J. 
Carroll in Case No. 2020P25; State 
of Illinois; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS 
DEFENDANTS  
NO. 21 CH 2 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
   The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, notice 
is hereby given you Unknown Heirs 
and/or Legatees Barbara Jean Carroll 
a/k/a Barbara J. Carroll, Deceased; 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants; Unknown Occupants. 
   Defendants in the above entitled 
suit, that the said suit has been 
commenced in the Circuit Court of 
Stark County, by the said Plaintiff 
against you and other defendants, 
praying for the foreclosure of a 
certain Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as follows, to 
wit: 
   LOT TWO (2) OF JOHN 
WRIGLEY'S ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF WYOMING, ILLINOIS, ALSO A 
TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER OF BLOCK 
TWO (2) IN SCOTT AND WRIGLEY'S 
ADDITION TO THE TOWN (NOW 
CITY) OF WYOMING, ILLINOIS; 
RUNNING THENCE SOUTH EIGHT 
(8) FEET; THENCE WEST ONE 
HUNDRED FIFTY-FIVE (155) FEET 
TO AN ALLEY; THENCE NORTH 
EIGHT (8) FEET; THENCE EAST ONE 
HUNDRED FIFTY-FIVE (155) FEET 
TO THE PLACE OF BEGINNING; 
SITUATED IN STARK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. 
   Commonly known as 412 North 
Main Avenue, Wyoming, IL 61491 
   Permanent Index No.:  04-36-307-
005 
   and which said Mortgage was 
made by John Leo Carroll, Jr. a/k/a 
John Leo Caroll, Jr. and Barbara 
Jean Carroll Mortgagors, to Option 
One Mortgage Corporation as 
Mortgagee, and recorded in the 
office of the Recorder of Deeds of 
Stark County, Illinois, Document No. 
83147. 

   And for other relief; that summons 
was duly issued out of the said Court 
against you as provided by law, and 
that the suit is now pending. 
   Now therefore, unless you, the said 
above named defendants, e-file your 
answer to the Complaint in the said 
suit or otherwise make your 
appearance therein, on or before the 
30th day after the first publication of 
this notice which is August 2, 2021.  
Default may be entered against you 
at any time after that day and a 
judgment entered in accordance with 
the prayer of said Complaint. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions.  To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service
-providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider.  If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-
filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/ge
thelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk's office. 
   Clerk 
LOGS Legal Group LLP 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
2121 Waukegan Road, Suite 301 
Bannockburn, IL 60015 
(847) 291-1717  
ILNOTICES@logs.com 
   THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.  
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT IF YOUR 
PERSONAL LIABILITY FOR THIS 
DEBT HAS BEEN EXTINGUISHED BY 
A DISCHARGE IN BANKRUPTCY OR 
BY AN ORDER GRANTING IN REM 
RELIEF FROM STAY, THIS NOTICE 
IS PROVIDED SOLELY TO 
FORECLOSE THE MORTGAGE 
REMAINING ON YOUR PROPERTY 
AND IS NOT AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT THE DISCHARGED 
PERSONAL OBLIGATION. 
8061-916075 
Published 7/2, 7/9, 7/16/21 

• • •     
Ordinance No. 21/22-BA 

BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE 

WYOMING PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DISTRICT 

WYOMING, STARK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

BE IT PROPOSED BY THE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF THE WYOMING 

PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT, 
WYOMING, ILLINOIS: 

   It is hereby proposed to defray all 
necessary expenses and liabilities of 
the Wyoming Public Library District, 
Wyoming, Illinois, for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2021, and ending 
June 30, 2022, for the library 
purposes and objects hereinafter 
more particularly specified and 
which expenses and liabilities are to 
be paid and discharged from 
revenues anticipated by the District 
hereinafter set forth, to wit: 
SECTION I. Anticipated Revenue: 
a) General Fund:  
   Taxes:……………… $91,500.00 
    Interest, Fees & Misc  $ 2,500.00 
Total:…………………  $94,000.00 
b) Building & Maintenance     
   Taxes:……………… $12,000.00 
c) Insurance:     
   Taxes:……………… $10,350.00 
d) Social Security:  
   Taxes:………………    $4,000.00 
Total Special Funds:……$26,350.00 
Total Budget: ………. $120,350.00 
SECTION II.  APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR GENERAL LIBRARY 
PURPOSES: 
a) Personnel Expenses:     
   Salaries, etc:………  $56,550.00 
b) Operating Expenses:  
   Telephone:…………    $1,300.00 
   Postage: ……………… $100.00 
   Professional Fees:………$100.00     
   Legal Fees:……………$1,500.00 
   Travel:…………………  $350.00 
   Books & Ebooks…… $11,000.00 
   Supplies:…………    $1,500.00 
   Public Relations:……   $1,000.00 
   Programs:………… …$1,800.00 
   Periodicals:…………   $1,000.00 
   Videos:……………… $2,500.00 
   RSA/OCLC:…………   $3,700.00 
   Gifts:……………………$400.00 
   Utilities:……………     $5,000.00 
   Audio:………………    $1,200.00 
   Miscellaneous…………$2,500.00 
   Contingencies ………   $2,500.00 
Total:…………………   
$94,000.00 
SECTION III.
APPROPRIATIONS FOR BUILDING 
& MAINTENANCE 
PURPOSES: 
Building & Equipment:  
Purchase & Maintenance:$12,000.00 
Total:……………….   $12,000.00  

SECTION IV.
APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
INSURANCE PURPOSES 
Insurance:……………    $6,000.00 
Risk management and loss control                                                       
…………………………$4,350.00 
Total:…………………  $10,350.00 
SECTION V.
APPROPRIATION FOR SOCIAL 
SECURITY PURPOSES: 
Social Security & Medicare Taxes
………………………   $  4,000.00 
Total:…………..……..    $4,000.00 
SECTION VI. 
   That the Total Appropriations for 
the Wyoming Public Library District 
for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 is 
$120,350.00, and that portion to be 
raised by Levy is $117,850.00. 
SECTION VII. 
   That the Board of Trustees of the 
Wyoming Public Library District 
hereby applies for a specific fund to 
be accumulated from the 
unexpended balance of the proceeds 
received from library taxes, said fund 
to be accumulated and set aside as a 
reserve for the purchase of sites and 
for construction and furnishing of 
buildings, or remodeling and 
improvement of existing buildings 
and to furnish necessary equipment 
for said buildings, for library 
purposes in accordance with 75 
Illinois Compiled Statutes 15/35-5(b) 
or may be transferred to the Special 
Reserve Fund in accordance with 75 
Illinois Compiled Statutes 15/30-95 
& 15/30-35. 
SECTION VIII. 
   That this Ordinance shall be in full 
force and effect from and after its 
passage and posting as provided by 
Law. 
   PASSED by roll call this 6th day of 
July, 2021. 
AYES:  5  NAYS:  0  ABSENT:  0  
   Approved this 6th day of July, 
2021. 
         /S/ Marsha Goodwin 
         President, Board of Trustees 
        Wyoming Public Library District 
   Attested and filed this 6th day of 
July, 2021. 
/S/ Lynne Knobloch 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
Wyoming Public Library District 
 

CERTIFICATION 
STATE OF ILLINOIS,   )   SS. 
COUNTY OF STARK,  ) 

   The undersigned Secretary of the 
Board of Trustees of the Wyoming 
Public Library District, in the County 
of Stark and the State of Illinois, 
does hereby certify that the attached 
and foregoing 21/22-_ Wyoming 
Public Library District Annual Budget 
and Appropriation Ordinance is a 
true and accurate copy of said 
Ordinance passed and approved by 
the Board of Trustees of the 
Wyoming Public Library District on 
the 6th day of July, 2021, after a 
Public Hearing held thereon. 
   I further certify that the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance 
was passed by the Board of Trustees 
of said Library District at a meeting 
thereof and that said Ordinance was 
duly passed by yea and nay vote 
thereon with at least a majority of all 
the Board of Trustees having voted 
yea on the adoption and passage 
thereof and approved in accordance 
with the laws of the State of Illinois 
pursuant to the notice and 
publication thereof as required by 
law. 
   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
signed my name in my official 
capacity as the Secretary of the 
Board of Trustees of the Wyoming 
Public Library District, at Wyoming, 
Illinois.     
   Dated this 6th day of July, 2021. 
/S/ Lynne Knobloch
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
Wyoming Public Library District 
 

CERTIFICATION OF ESTIMATED 
REVENUES 

STATE OF ILLINOIS,     )   SS. 
COUNTY OF STARK,    ) 
   The undersigned Treasurer and 
Chief Fiscal Officer of the Wyoming 
Public Library District hereby 
certifies that the revenues, by 
source, shown for each fund of the 
District in the foregoing Annual 
Budget and Tax Appropriation 
Ordinance 21/22-___, for the Fiscal 
Year beginning July 1, 2021, and 
ending June 30, 2022, are the 
revenues anticipated for Fiscal Year 
2021–2022. 
   Dated this 6th day of July, 2021. 
/S/ Susan Howard
Treasurer and Chief Fiscal Officer 
Wyoming Public Library District 
Published 7/15/21

 LEGAL ADS 



Jennifer L. Curry 
   LaFAYETTE –  Jennifer Lynn 
(Wulf) Curry, 44, of Liberty, Ind., 
formerly of LaFayette, Ill. died Sat-
urday, July 3, 
2021, in Indiana. 
Jennifer was born 
April 21, 1977, in 
Kewanee. Her par-
ents are Terry 
(Jenny) Wulf of 
LaFayette and Jua-
nita Bergman of 
Boone, Iowa. She 
married Jim Curry 
in May 1999, they divorced in 2009. 
   Surviving are her two sons, Ethan 
(Erika) of Liberty, Ind., Jonathan of 
Wabash, Ind., and one daughter 
Olivia of Wabash, Ind.; two brothers, 
Terry (Lori) Wulf of Perry, Iowa, and 
Michael (Christy) Wulf of Paoli, 
Ind.; three sisters, Amy Weedman 
(Tim) of Berlin, N.H., Randi Ingram 
of Galesburg and Heather Wulf of 
Galesburg; many nieces and nephews 
and 3 great-nephews, Mason and Kol 
Weedman and Beau Ingram. 
   She was preceded in death by her 
grandparents and a niece, Autumn 
Rose. 
   Jennifer was a 1995 graduate of 
Stark County High School where she 
played volleyball for 3 years. Her 
work included Walmart for 20 years, 
Hempwork for 2 years and delivering 
groceries to customers. 
   She loved photography, travel and 
crafting but most of all she loved her 
family and her dogs. 
   A celebration of life will be held 
Sunday, July 25, 2021, from 1-4 p.m. 
at the LaFayette United Methodist 
Church. All family and friends are in-
vited. 

Pearl O. Duncan 
   TOULON – Pearl Orlean Duncan, 
87, of Toulon, passed away at 8:16 
p.m. Monday, July 12, 2021, at her 
home in Toulon. Pearl was born on 
April 28, 1934, in Baconsthorpe, 
England, the daughter of Thomas and 
May (Gray) Pentney. She married 
Merlyn D. Duncan on May 29, 1953, 
in England; he 
preceded her in 
death on Aug. 29, 
2014.  
   Surviving are 1 
daughter, Kay 
(Curtis) Crabtree 
of Neponset; 1 
son, Mark (Kathy) 
Duncan of Toulon; 
6 grandchildren, Shelby Salisbury, 
Chase (Sarah) Crabtree, Chelsea 
(John) Blake, Brandon Duncan, 
Shawna Duncan, and Devin Duncan; 
16 great-grandchildren; and 1 great-
great-granddaughter. She was also 
preceded in death by her parents, one 
brother Albert, and one sister Pamela.  
   Pearl was born and raised in Eng-
land and was proud of her heritage. 
She was a life-long member of the 
Church of England. She regularly at-
tended the First Congregational 
Church of Toulon. She worked as a 
beautician, owning her own shop 
named “Pearl’s” for 42 years. She 
loved to play cards, often participat-
ing in pitch tournaments. She en-
joyed gardening, traveling with 
Merlyn, shopping, and going out 
with her friends to the casino. Above 
all else, she loved spending time with 

her family.  
   To honor Pearl’s wishes, her family 
will hold a private graveside service 
in Toulon Cemetery at a later date. 
Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Wyoming is in charge of ar-
rangements.  
   In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Toulon 
American Legion or the First Con-
gregational Church of Toulon.  
   Condolences may be left for Pearl’s 
family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Phyllis J. Fabry 
   WYOMING – Over a long and 
successful career as a pianist and en-
tertainer, Phyllis J. (Hunt) Fabry was 
committed to a lifetime of putting 
smiles on people’s faces. Today Phyl-
lis is jammin’ with the Lord, having 
passed away peacefully in her home 
Monday, July 12, with family by her 
side.  
   At age 91, she was cared for by her 
loving daughter Becky and best 
friend Slaz. 
   Phyllis was born April 11, 1930, in 
Peoria, Ill., to Harry A. and Myrtle 
(Taylor) Hunt. She attended Bradley 
University where she studied classi-
cal music, her “inner precious love.” 
   In 1949, she married Robert Eu-
gene Fabry who she described as her 
greatest supporter during their 65 
years of marriage. 
Together they had 
six children and 
adopted their in-
fant granddaugh-
ter, Sarah, who 
they raised as their 
own.  
   Phyllis is sur-
vived by her five 
children, D. Skip 
Fabry of Wyoming, Ill., Lei Anne 
Fabry of Galva, Ill., Rebecca Fabry 
of Wyoming, Daniel (and his wife 
Tracy) Fabry of South Carolina, and 
Sarah L. Fabry of Morton, Ill.; sister, 
Shirley Caruso of Georgia; son-in-
law, Roger E. King of Wyoming,; 
seven grandchildren; seven great-
grandchildren; and nieces and 
nephews. She is preceded in death by 
Robert Eugene Fabry, her husband; 
R. Scott Fabry, her son; and Shelly J. 
King, her daughter. 
   Her memorial service will be at 11 
a.m. Wednesday, July 21, 2021, at 
the First Congregational United 
Church of Christ in Wyoming. Pastor 
Ross Wyman will officiate. Burial 
will follow in Sheets Cemetery. Has-
kell Funeral & Cremation Services in 
Wyoming is in charge of arrange-
ments. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the First Congregational 
United Church of Christ.  
   To read the full obituary and to 
leave condolences for Phyllis’s 
family please visit www.haskellfun-
eral.com.  

Kenneth L. Gurnsey 
   TOULON – Kenneth L. “Kenny” 
Gurnsey, 39, of Toulon, passed away 
at 1:57 p.m. Thursday, July 8, 2021 
at his residence. Kenny was born on 
May 15, 1982, in Peoria, Ill., the son 
of Roland L. and Linda S. (Geary) 
Gurnsey. He was formerly married to 
Tracy Ann Bennett.  
   Surviving are his mother, Linda 
Gurnsey of Wyoming; three children, 
Hailey Rene Gurnsey, Jesse Lee 

Gurnsey, and Justin Michael Gurnsey 
all of Toulon; sister, Kristina Waid of 
Creve Coeur; and several aunts, 
uncles and cousins. He was preceded 
in death by his father Roland Gurn-
sey; grandparents, Eldon Lee and 
Joyce Hermalee Gurnsey, Daniel 
David and Edith Lafollette Geary; 
and uncle, James Boyd Gurnsey. 
   Kenny was a lifelong truck driver 
and owner of Gurnsey Trucking for 
six years until becoming disabled.  
His biggest love was spending time 
with his children 
and teaching them 
what he had 
learned in life, 
fishing, hunting, 
target shooting, 
and “Jeeping.” He 
always was the 
first one to offer 
help to anyone in 
need, willing to give the shirt off his 
back if necessary, but his family al-
ways came first and was the most 
important to him.  
   There will be no public services at 
this time. Haskell Funeral & Crema-
tion Services in Wyoming is in 
charge of arrangements.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to Victims of Domestic Abuse 
or the NRA. Condolences may be 
left for Kenny’s family on his tribute 
wall at www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Gary C. Hopp 
   TOULON – Gary Charles Hopp, 
78, of Luray, Mo., passed away Mon-
day, June 28, 2021, at his home. 
Gary was born on June 22, 1943, in 
Fort Madison, Iowa to W. Lester and 
Elnora Hopp.  He married Sharon 
Ray in Mount Sterling, Iowa, on 
April 6, 1969, and 
together they had 
two children, 
Bradley Wayne, 
and Tammie Lynn. 
   After graduation, 
Gary worked as a 
pre-former for 
what is now Hen-
niges Automotive, 
in Keokuk, Iowa. 
Gary spent 42 years at the company 
before retiring in 2005. Gary loved 
farming and hunting. In addition to 
his Pepsi, he really enjoyed his trail 
riding, horse racing and rodeos. 
   Gary is survived by his son Brad 
(Brenda) Hopp of Toulon, Ill., grand-
children Brendahn Boatman of Co-
lumbia, Mo., Olivia Hopp of Toulon, 
Ill., and Brett Hopp of Toulon, Ill.; 
great-grandchild Luka Boatman; son-
in-law Darin Boatman of Burlington 
Iowa; brothers Vernon Hopp of 
Luray, Mo., and Eldon (Pattie) Hopp, 
also of Luray; and brother-in-law 
Richard McDaniel of Luray. 
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents, beloved daughter Tammie 
Lynn Boatman, sister VaLora Hopp 
McDaniel and brother Keith Hopp. 
   Services for Gary were held on 
July 1, 2021, at Wilson & Triplett Fu-
neral Home with Pastor Shawn 
McAfee officiating. 
   Visitation was on Wednesday, June 
30, 2021, from 5-7 p.m. at the funeral 
home.   
   Donations in Gary’s memory may 
be made to the VFW Post 3242 or by 
donor’s choice. 
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OBITUARIES

Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., Toulon 
PO Box 538 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: The Ely Barn 
2403 Township Rd. 100 N., Toulon, IL 61483 

40°59’24” N 89°56’20”W 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322 
Wyoming, IL 61491 

info@thegathering.life 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Guest Speaker 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
309-286-7340 Leave Message. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 
watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  

 
Galva Congregational Church  

Pastor Josh Ryner 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 

GalvaBaptistChurch.com 
 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on facebook: Wyoming Naz   
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE  

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

Curry

 
231 E. Main St., Toulon - Fri. July 23, 10-5 Sat. July 24 9-12 
 231 E. Main St. ( Corner of Main and Olive St. - In the back). Toulon, Il2 
old well pumps, old ice cream chairs (rough), yard glider, metal lawn 
chairs. 2 dressers and other furniture, old iron tractors, some yard tools, 
primitives, yard fountain, odds and ends.  NO CLOTHES..

YARD SALE
More Obituaries, Page 10

Duncan

Fabry

Gurnsey

Hopp
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OBITUARIES
John W. Guzzardo 

   KEWANEE – John Webster Guz-
zardo lived with a passion and zest 
for life that was contagious. A cher-
ished husband, father, son, grandson, 
brother, nephew, cousin, business as-
sociate and, most importantly, a 
friend to all, he passed away in 
Lakewood, Calif. on June 4, 2021, at 
the age of 49 from injuries sustained 
in a tragic car accident.   
   John was born May 22, 1972, the 
oldest son of George J. and Ann 
(Webster) Guzzardo in Peoria, Ill. 
He was raised in Kewanee, Ill. 
where he attended Visitation Grade 
School and was an Eagle Scout. At a 
young age, he found his passion for 
acting through both “family produc-
tions” and community theater. In 
high school, John was a member of 
the speech and debate team, played 
football, wrestled, ran track, partici-
pated in school plays and Art League 
and graduated from Kewanee High 
School in 1990. He went on to pur-
sue his acting career at Northwestern 
University in Chicago, where he ma-
jored in theatre, having been granted 
an ROTC scholarship. During his 
college years, John fully embraced 
his passion for 
the arts, acting, 
directing, or de-
signing over 25 
full productions. 
   Following 
graduation, John 
acted, produced, 
directed and did 
stage work in 
Chicago and Los 
Angeles, including appearing at 
Steppenwolf, Touchstone/Organic, 
and Northlight theatres.  
   While pursuing his dreams in the 
theatre industry, he met his true part-
ner and the love of his life, Teresa 
Brown, of Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
while on the set of the children’s 
series “Jay Jay the Jet Plane.” On 
July 28, 2002, John and Terri mar-
ried on a beautiful summer day in 
Cambria, Calif. John and Terri de-
cided to make Chicago their home, 
where John pursued his law degree 
at Chicago Kent College of Law, Ill. 
Institute of Technology. During law 
school, John was a member of the 
Trial Advocacy Team. 
   Following law school, John started 
his legal career as a litigation associ-
ate in the Chicago office of Skadden, 
Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
where he spent five years before 
practicing for nearly a decade at 
Shaw Fishman Glantz & Towbin, 
LLC. John joined Horwood Marcus 
& Berk Chartered (HMB) as a part-
ner in the firm’s litigation and bank-
ruptcy practice in 2018. John was a 
gifted lawyer with an unwavering 
commitment to his family, friends, 
and clients. A talented litigator, he 
held multiple leadership positions in 
the industry including serving as a 
member of the Chapter 7 Trustee 
Panel for the Northern District of Il-
linois. As Chair of HMB’s Litigation 
Group, John oversaw all aspects of 
the practice including the hiring, de-
velopment and promotion of junior 
lawyers, the growth of the practice, 
and the development and implemen-
tation of strategic initiatives. John 
accomplished this while building his 
practice and reputation litigating 
complex bankruptcy matters. He was 
a mentor to many and a friend to all 
in the Chicago legal community. 

   John’s passions for theatre, film, 
street art, and science fiction were 
secondary only to his love for his 
family. He cherished the time spent 
with his son, Giovanni, watching 
Star Wars, playing with Legos, lead-
ing his Boy Scout Troop and playing 
cards and board games. He also 
grew to love the many four-legged 
friends that Terri brought to their 
marriage and added to the family 
over their nearly 19-year marriage.   
   John was a genuine and kind per-
son with a magnetic personality. A 
character both on stage and off, he 
had an infectious enthusiasm and a 
booming laugh that could win over 
anyone who came into his orbit. He 
made all of our lives better for hav-
ing known him.  
   John is survived by his wife and 
the love of his life, Teresa, and his 
beloved son, Giovanni, both of Park 
Ridge, Ill.; his parents, George and 
Ann (Webster) Guzzardo of Kewa-
nee; his brother, Mark W. Guzzardo 
(Janaki Nair) of Peoria; his sister 
Sara Ann Renkes (Ryan) of Rock 
Falls, Ill.; his sister-in-law, Cindy 
(Brown) Rice of Chicago; his nieces 
and nephew, Saraswati Guzzardo, 
Ammini Guzzardo and Raymond 
Rice; his aunts and uncles, Margaret 
Guzzardo of St. Louis, Mo.; Peter 
Guzzardo (Waldo Perez) of San An-
tonio, Texas; Craig (Alice) Webster 
of Toulon, Ill.; and many cousins. He 
also leaves behind a close friend 
who is a brother of his heart, Jason 
Conner of Peoria. 
   He was preceded in death by his 
grandparents, Albert J. and Jose-
phine (Abate) Guzzardo and Clifton 
L. and Barbara Ann (Weaver) Web-
ster; and his in-laws Raymond V. 
and Eleanore (Koval) Brown. 
   A celebration of life will be sched-
uled for a later date. A fund has been 
established to support his son’s edu-
cational expenses and future needs.  
Contributions may be directed to 
www.gofundme.com/f/giovanni-
guzzardo-education-and-future. Al-
ternatively, please consider a 
donation to a charity of your choice 
in John’s memory. 
   The family wishes to thank all of 
the health care workers at Miller’s 
Children’s and Women’s Hospital 
Long Beach, Memorial Care Sys-
tem; the staff at Ronald McDonald 
House Long Beach; and family, 
friends, and John’s business associ-
ates for the loving concern they have 
provided during this difficult time. 
In remembrance of John, they ask 
that you hug your loved ones, raise a 
toast, attend a play or art exhibit, 
play a board game, read a book and 
celebrate life to its fullest in John’s 
honor. 

Charles H. Knowles 
   WYOMING – Charles H. Knowles 
“Chuck”, 79, of Wyoming, passed 
away at 9:12 p.m. Friday, July 9, 
2021, at Galesburg Cottage Hospital. 
Charles was born 
on Nov. 11, 1941, 
in Wyoming, the 
son of Devaine 
and Wilma (Wirth) 
Knowles. He 
married Sally Best 
on Jan. 15, 1961, 
in Wyoming; she 
survives.  
   Also surviving are two daughters, 
Angela (Brad) Gerard of West Jersey 
and Julie Knowles of Peoria; one 

son, Shawn Knowles of Cave Creek, 
Ariz.; two grandchildren, Calvin 
Lewis of Kewanee and Olivia 
Knowles of Ariz.; one great-
grandson, Kevin Lewis; and three 
sisters, Vivian Bergthold of 
Bloomington, Delores Coronado of 
Aurora and Willadean McGraw of 
Aurora. He was preceded in death by 
his parents and two sisters, Mary Lou 
and Wanda Knowles.  
   Chuck worked as a life-long 
carpenter, starting at the age of 15 
with his father. He was dedicated to 
his work and using his skills to help 
others.  No job was too big and his 
passion for perfection in his work 
always shined through. No matter 
what curve balls life threw him, he 
was always there to lend a hand and 
a smile. He loved his family, taking 
care of his wife and spending time 
with his children and grandchildren.  
He had a love for animals, especially 
his cats through the years.  He was a 
great man and built friendships with 
anyone in the community he came in 
contact with.   
   He will have a private family 
graveside service for his final resting 
place, Wyoming Cemetery in 
Wyoming, IL. Haskell Funeral & 
Cremation Services in Wyoming is in 
charge of arrangements.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Henry County Humane 
Society in his name at 197 S. Fisher 
Ave., Kewanee, IL, 61443. 
Condolences may be left for 
Charles’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

David E. McDermott 
   WYOMING – David Eugene 
McDermott, 72, of Wyoming, 
passed away at 9:13 a.m. Friday, 
July 9, 2021, at his home. David 
was born on May 29, 1949, in Peo-
ria, the son of Charles and Alvena 
(Unsicker) McDermott. He married 
Sondie L. Mear on Jan. 18, 1974; 
she survives.  
   Also surviving are three sons, Wil-
liam (Birdie) 
McDermott of El-
dridge, Iowa, 
Marvin McDer-
mott of Prince-
ville and Charles 
(Shannon) 
McDermott of 
Toulon; eight 
grandchildren, 
Madison, Olivia, 
Bailey, Jackson and Nolan McDer-
mott, Isaiah Schwab, Samantha 
Pearson, and Sydney (Cole) Van-
Daele; and two nephews, Gary 
“Dean” (Julie) McDermott and Mi-
chael (Patty) McDermott. He was 
preceded in death by his parents and 
two brothers, Gary Dean and Rich-
ard Dale McDermott.  
   David worked as a project engi-
neer for Caterpillar, retiring in 2009. 
He was an avid St. Louis Cardinals 
fan, was a member of the Wyoming 
Masonic Lodge #479 A.F. & A.M. 
and St. Timothy Lutheran Church. 
He loved his animals and was a 
model train enthusiast.  
   A memorial service to celebrate 
David’s life will be held at a later 
date. Haskell Funeral & Cremation 
Services in Wyoming is in charge of 
arrangements.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to St. Timothy Lutheran 
Church or PAWS.   Condolences 
may be left for David’s family at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

McDermott

Knowles

 

TOULON 
JULY 17 

RUMMAGE SALE: Saturday, July 17, 8 a.m. to  4 p.m., Toulon (New) Li-
brary, 550 E. Main St. Nice clean clothes lots new, girls size 3T-6X, boys 
size 8-18, Jr. size clothes, toys (new), and used, DVD’s, bookcase, dog 
kennel, knick knacks, much much more. Don’t miss out. Baked goods. 
Wear mask, thank youi! Not responsible for accidents.

RUMMAGE SALE

 

WEST OF LaFayette 
JULY 16 and 17 

MULTI-FAMILY INDOOR, Friday and Saturday July 16th and July 17th at 
8AM=3PM.  Located just West of LaFayette, IL Right of Rt.17.  Look for 
signs! GPS Coordinates 41.104202,-89.998301. Brand name items! Kids 
clothes (lots of girls clothing), toys, shoes, Junior/Women’s clothing, 
Dresses, Men’s clothing, party décor, bows, home décor.

 

703 NW 5th Ave. Galva, IL 
July 17, 2021 7:30 am-12:30 pm 

Junior, women’s, and a few men’s clothes all seasons, home décor, 
kitchen items, lots of books, 5x7 area rug, knick knacks, few furniture 
items, Christmas decorations, craft items, shoes, purses, the usual great 
garage sale finds! Come buy some bargains! 

Kitterman’s.

GARAGE SALE

Guzzardo

 LEGAL ADS 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF ORDINANCE NO. 21-10 

AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND ASSESS A TAX FOR WYOMING PUBLIC 
LIBRARY DISTRICT OF THE COUNTY OF STARK, STATE OF ILLINOIS FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2021 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2022. 
 

   BE IT ORDAINED, that the Wyoming Public Library District of the County of 
Stark, State of Illinois, shall levy a tax of .02 percent of the value of all taxable 
property within said District, for building and maintenance purpose, subject to 
the right of the electors in said District to petition and require an election 
concerning the imposition of such additional tax, pursuant to 75 ILCS 16/35-5. 
   BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that within fifteen (15) days from the date of 
adoption of the resolution, it shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the Wyoming Public Library District. 
   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunder set our hands in Wyoming, 
Illinois this 6th day of July, 2021 to be effective immediately upon posting. 
   1.  The specific number of voters required to sign a petition requesting that the 
question of adoption of the ordinance be submitted to the electors of the District 
is 151.   
   2.  The petition must be filed on or before August 16, 2021. 
   3.  The referendum would be held June 28, 2022. 

/S/ Lynne Knobloch 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the 
Wyoming Public Library District 
c/o Wyoming Public Library District 
119 North Seventh Street 
Wyoming, IL  61491 

Published 7/15/21
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THE PRAIRIE NEWS OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED JULY 16-25 
AND THERE WILL NOT BE A JULY 23 PAPER. VACATION!
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