
By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – Galva has received 
$168,434 as part of a COVID-
19 grant. Mayor Rich Volkert 
told the City Council at its meet-
ing on Monday that the grant 
can only be used for sewer, 
water and broadband. 
   This is only half of the money 
that Galva will receive. 
   The council approved a 
request from Ceasar and Tracy 
Interial to put up a storage 
building at their property at 420 
S.E. 7th Ave. 
   The council approved the 
Zoning Board of Appeals reca-
mendation to put the shed 2 feet 
from the West property line 
rather than the required 5 feet. 
   Mayor Volkert read a procla-
mation proclaiming Oct. 19 as 
Blackhawk College’s 75th anni-
versary date. 
   The council went into closed 
session and made a motion 
when they came into open ses-
sion to sell a triangle lot near the 

old water works building and 
the railroad tracks by taking 
bids. 
   The council also heard that 
Monday, Nov. 15, will be the 
last yard waste pick up date this 
year and that fire hydrants will 
be flushed Oct. 11 through 22. 
   Superintendent Greg Thomp-
son said the city replaced nine 
fire hydrants this year and still 
have more to go. 
   Thompson reported that the 
Mid-Century Fiber  as hit four 
water lines and one sewer line 
so far during their installations.  
He said Mid-Century is about 
two-thirds done with installing 
,the underground cable and 
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Record ag exports forecast despite Gulf issues 
By DANIEL GRANT 

FarmWeek 
   It could take weeks or even 
months to reopen most ag facilities 
at the Gulf of Mexico impacted by 
Hurricane Ida last month. 
   But that shouldn’t put a huge dent 
in export sales, despite weighing on 
the commodity markets in recent 
weeks. USDA forecast fiscal year 
2021 ag exports could increase 24% 
to a record $173.5 billion before 
possibly setting another record in 
2022 of $177.5 billion. 
   “America’s farmers, ranchers and 

processors are the world’s best, and 
global demand for their products is 
a testament to their quality, safety 
and commitment to sustainability 
and has led to a projected new 
record in U.S. agricultural exports,” 
said U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack. 
   Key factors driving the stout ex-
port projections include record vol-
ume and value of corn exports, 
record volume of soybean exports, 
strong demand from China and re-
duced foreign competition. 
   Exports to China are forecast to 

reach a record $39 billion, keeping 
it the largest export market for the 
U.S., followed by Canada and Mex-
ico. 
   Of course, infrastructure issues 
emerged in the wake of the devas-
tating Hurricane Ida. Dan Basse, 
president of AgResource Company, 
believes it could be October before 
70-80% of export facilities are back 
online at the Gulf, where about 
60% of U.S. ag exports exit the 
country after traversing the Missis-
sippi River. 
   “The Gulf is kind of a mess,” 

Continued on Page 2 Soybeans in an Illinois field. Photo by Illinois Farm Bureau.

Homecoming royalty in Toulon, Galva
   Homecoming royalty is being 
crowned across the area. 
   Last week, Tristan Gerber and 
Yon Van Heijst were crowned 
Stark County High School 2021 
Homecoming King and Queen 

on Sept. 24, at halftime, during 
the football game.  
  Freshman attendants were 
Alexis Martinez and Jimmy 
Langdon; sophomore attendants 
were Kimora Barnwell and 

Owen Gibler; junior attendants 
were Holly Winans and Ethan 
Baxter; and the senior court in-
cluded Abigale Gosnell, Colby 
Carroll, Chloe Irving, Savannah 

Continued on Page 2

Stark County Queen Yon Van 
Heijst and King Tristan Gerber 
were honored last Friday.

Galva King Josh Dunn and Queen 
Taylor Burke pose for a photo.

A group of local Girl Scouts ride aboard a float during last Friday’s Homecoming 
parade through the streets of Toulon. Photo by John Ballentine.



Potter, Cole Reagan and Avery Whit-
tle. 

Galva Homecoming 
   Taylor Burke was crowned Galva 
High School 2021 Homecoming 
Queen and Josh Dunn was crowned 
King at the Coronation held Tues-
day night at the football field. Burke 

is the daughter of Jeff and Laura 
Burke of rural Galva and Dunn is 
the son of Shannon Watkins and 
Josh Dunn both of Galva. 
   Freshman attendants were Lily 
Wigant and Cameron O’Brien; 
sophmore attendants, Jennaca Serres 
and Jared O’Brien; junior atten-
dants, Alexis Spivey and Jaxson 

Meier; and senior attendants, Jenna 
Suddeth, Savannah Platt., David 
Mock, Cayden Morse and Blaize 
Ballard. 
   The homecoming parade is today 
at 2 p.m. and the game Saturday at 
noon in Galva against West Central. 
   The homecoming dance is Satur-
day at Galva High School at 8 p.m.

added it is very hard to keep ahead of 
them with locates for underground 
pipes, wires etc. 
   The council instructed city attorney 
Elisa Nelson to codify the ordinance 
book, as it has not been done since 
1994. 
   First ward alderman Mitch Boston 
asked Chief Kraig Townsend about 
the Police dog that the city owns. 
Chief Townsend replied, “He is idle 
right now.” 
   Fire Chief Nate Byers was present 
and said the ISO gave the city a 5 rat-
ing and the district a 5X rating. Chief 
Byers said this is the same rating that 
was given three years ago. He said 1 
is the best and 10 is the worse insur-
ance rating. 
   He said that OSHA also did an in-
spection and Galva Fire Department 
had 15 violations but all have been 
corrected. 
   The city has also purchased the 
former ceramic buildings that are on 
Front Street in downtown Galva. 

Cost was $808 apiece in a tax sale. A 
structural engineer was to give a re-

port on the structural soundess of the 
buildings.

Basse told FarmWeek at 
the Land Pro fall seminar 
in Morris. “(Hurricane) 

Katrina in 2005, where we 
had levy failures, was eas-
ier to fix. This is electrical 
and structural (damage to 
facilities).” 
   Ongoing supply chain is-
sues initiated by the 
COVID pandemic also 
could impede the process 
of reopening Gulf facil-
ities. 
   “We know the supply of 
building material and labor 
are tight,” Basse said. 
“We’ll have some el-
evators be out for months.” 
   During that time, Basse 
looks for ag exports mov-
ing by unit trains to the 
Pacific Northwest to grow 
and possibly even double 
on some lines. 
   “It’s now about under-
standing ways to minimize 
the Gulf damage and get 
commodities out the door,” 
he said. 
   But, even with the infras-
tructure issues caused by 
Ida and consumer spending 
in the U.S. starting to wane 

as about 9 million Ameri-
cans recently came off un-
employment, Basse still 
sees a bright future for ag 
product demand and 
prices. 
   The analyst projects 
China will maintain an in-
satiable appetite for grain 
and oilseeds and the push 
for renewable diesel fuel in 
the U.S., which could be 
comprised of up to 80% 
soy oil as the main feed-
stock, will raise the need 
for U.S. crop acres out to 
2025. 
   Near-term, production is-
sues in Canada could spur 
sales of up to 250 million 
bushels of corn there while 
world competition could 
slip as drought decimated 
Brazil’s safrinha corn crop 
while food inflation caused 
Russia to put an export tax 
on wheat. 
   “We believe the corn and 
wheat market have real 
bull stories,” Basse said. 
“In spring we peaked corn 

at $7.75 per bushel. We 
don’t see any reason it 
can’t go back to $6.50 to 
$7.50 by spring of next 
year. 
   “Soybeans should hold 
between $12 and $14 and 
wheat may still gallop 
higher another $1 or $2 be-
fore the seasonal high the 
first quarter next year,” he 
noted. 
   Basse also looks for fer-
tilizer prices to continue to 
go up due in part to the in-
frastructure issues in the 
Gulf, and for interest rates 
to remain near historic 
lows, which would con-
tinue to support farmland 
prices. 
   This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project be-
tween Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming news, 
visit FarmWeekNow.com. 
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HOMECOMING: Galva parade today at 2 p.m.

At Monday’s City Council meeting, Melissa Halsall (left), chairman of Galva Freedom 
Fest, and her husband Carson (middle), also a member of the committee, presented 
Galva Mayor Rich Volkert a check for $20,000 that the committee raised for the July 4th 
activities. Also pictured is the Halsall’s son Walter. Mayor Volkert thanked the committee 
and said, “This is terrific work and very outstanding.” Photo by Carol Townsend.

Continued from Page 1

AG EXPORTS: China will continue to import grain
Continued from Page 1

GALVA: City attorney to codify ordinance book
Continued from Page 1
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Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   9-17 - Toby J. Roberts - Driving 
21-25 mph above the limit. 
   9-18 - James R. Mercer - Driving 
15-20 mph above the limit. 
   9-21 - Sonny Tranh Tran - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above the limit. 
   9-21 -Michael R. Zavala - Driving 
15-20 mph above the limit. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
   9-10 - Criminal Misdemeanor - 
Richard F. Carroll II - Possession of 
a firearm FOID expired. 
   9-21 - Felony - Dylan R. 
Mammen - Possession of metham-
phetamine. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   9-18 - A two-vehicle crash oc-
curred on Route 17 and Galena 
Avenue in Wyoming at 8:54 a.m. 
Driver Ronald R. Craig, 77, of 
Galva, was traveling north on 
Galena Avenue when he reportedly 
failed to yield at a stop sign and 
struck a truck pulling farm machin-
ery headed east on Route 17 being 
driven by Lyndon W. Hartz, 39, of 
Wyoming. No injuries were re-
ported and no tickets were issued. 
   9-20 - A single-vehicle accident 
occurred at 1250 and 1600E. Driver 
Nathan D. Sauder, of Tremont, was 
reportedly traveling north on 1600E 
at a high rate of speed when he lost 
control on the gravel road. The ve-
hicle left the road and crashed into a 
bean field and flipped. No injuries 
were reported but the vehicle sus-
tained over $1,500 in estimated 
damages. 
   9-21 - A single-vehicle accident 
occurred at the intersection of the 
North Valley Road and Highway 
91. The driver Timothy J. Paxton, 
33, of Kewanee, reported that a deer 
had run in front of his vehicle, and 
he said he attempted to avoid strik-
ing the animal. The vehicle rolled 
through the stop sign and proceeded 
to roll over into a bean field.  
   No injuries were reported, but 
Paxton was cited for disobeying a 
stop sign, driving without valid 
proof of insurance, illegal transpor-
tation of alcohol and for leaving the 
scene of an accident with vehicle 
damage. He was released with a no-
tice to appear. 
   9-20 - Damien A. Newman, 27, 
Galva, was ticketed for driving 
without insurance. 
   9-21 - Dylan R. Mammen, 36, 
Pekin, was arrested for driving 
without a front registration plate, 
driving without a rear registration 
light and driving without insurance. 
He posted $2,500 cash bond and 
was released with a court date to 
appear. 
   9-22 - Preston L. Nanninga, 21, 
Annawan, was cited for driving 
without a valid driver’s license and 
for resisting and or obstructing a 
peace officer. He was also found 
wanted on warrants out of Henry 
County. Nanninga was issued a no-
tice to appear in Stark County and 
later extradited to Henry County 
Jail. 
   9-22 - Antonio S. Martinez, 34, 
Chandler, Ariz., was arrested by au-
thorities from the Stark County 

Sheriff’s Office and charged with 
possession of a stolen vehicle. He 
was later released with a notice to 
appear in court. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   9-20 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 1200 block of SE 2nd 
St., Kristin Colvin, Bradford, was 
arrested for aggravated DUI, speed-
ing, no rear registration light, driv-
ing while license revoked, operating 
an uninsured vehicle, DUI with a 
BAC over .08, and illegal transpor-
tation of alcohol. She was trans-
ported to the Henry County Jail.  
   9-20 - to the 300 block of NW 7th 
Ave. for a suspicious vehicle left 
abandoned in a private driveway. 
An officer contacted the owner, 
who was having car troubles. The 
vehicle was moved. 
   9-20 - along with the fire depart-
ment, Stark County Medic and the 
Henry County Sheriff’s Office to a 
single-vehicle rollover accident 
about three miles north of town. 
   9-20 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd 
St. to retrieve a laptop computer 
that had been located. 
   9-20 - to the 400 block of NW 1st 
Ave. to retrieve a bicycle that had 
been abandoned. 
   9-21 - to both Galva schools to 
conduct their annual intruder drills. 
   9-21 - to the 200 block of NE 3rd 
St. for a followup in reference to a 
theft complaint. 
   9-22 - to the 200 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a low hanging power wire. 
Officer directed traffic until Ameren 
arrived to resolve the issue. 
   9-22 - to the 300 block of NE 6th 
Ave. for a suspicious activity com-
plaint. Officer checked on a subject 
there and he had permission to be 
there. 
   9-23 - to escort Abilities Plus 
clients and staff to Wiley Park for 
their annual picnic. 
   9-23 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 200 block of NE 6th 
Ave., Bailey Leverette, 21, Galva, 
was arrested for driving while li-
cense suspended, speeding, and op-
erating an uninsured vehicle. A 
passenger, Juan Burwell, 18, Ma-
comb, was issued a civil citation for 
possession of adult use cannabis. 
Both subjects were released with 
court dates. 
   9-23 - to the 100 block of SE 3rd 
St. for a domestic dispute and dam-
age to property complaint. 
   9-23 - to the 00 block of NW 4th 
St. for a complaint of “glass shatter-
ing.” Officer checked the area and 
was not able to locate anyone or 
anything broken. 
   9-24 - to the 100 block of NE 6th 
Ave. for an attempted phone scam 
complaint. 
   9-24 - to Sentry Estates to remove 
an unwanted subject. 

   9-24 - to the 200 block of NW 1st 
Ave. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance. 
   9-24 - to remove a deer from the 
roadway on Route 17 just south of 
the Galva Cemetery. 
   9-24 - to check on two subjects 
who were “parked” at the park dis-
trict after hours. They were advised 
to move along. 
   9-25 - to the 300 block of SW 2nd 
Ave. for a loose dog complaint. The 
owner (from rural Bishop Hill) was 
contacted and retrieved the dog. 
   9-25 - to Sentry Estates for a bur-
glary complaint. 
   9-26 - to assist Henry County 
with attempting to locate a Galva 
resident, who is the owner of a dis-
abled vehicle near Annawan. 
   9-26 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a loud noise complaint. 
   9-26 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 200 block of SW 2nd 
Ave., Jason Williams, 30, Oneida, 
was arrested for driving while li-
cense suspended. 
   9-23 - Coby Frey, 18, Sandusky, 
Ohio, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 900 block of SE 2nd 
St. 
   9-23 - Michael Watters, 62, 
Galva, was issued a citation for dis-
obeying a stop sign at the intersec-
tion of NW 6th St. and NW 8th 
Ave. 
   9-23 - Jeremy Owens, 34, Tis-
kilwa, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 1000 block of North 
Center Avenue. 

Property Transfers 
   9-20 - William J. Self, Dec’d By 
Ind. Admin. to Christopher Turner - 
John Culbertson’s Eastern Add’n - 
Pt 13 - 512 E. Main St., Toulon - 
Consideration = $13,000. 
   9-21 - Caryl L. and Jerry W. Suits 
to Nicholas Campbell - Pt 1-13-6 
SW - 11323 Modena Rd., Wyoming 
- Consideration = $265,500. 
   9-24 - Joseph A. and Tracy Purt-
scher to Michael A. and Molly Hor-
rie - Pt 26-14-7 NE - 516 S. Peoria 
St., Bradford - Consideration = 
$49,900. 

Marriages 
   9-21 - Cheyenne Nicole Chris-
tiansen, Bradford and Benjamin 
Elias Gleichman, Bradford. 
   9-23 - Kayla Marie Bennett, Ne-
ponset and Jared Bryon Allen, Ne-
ponset. 
   9-24 - Shane Michael Carlton, 
Toulon and Jessica Kathryn Galli, 
Toulon. 
   9-24 - Jaymes Everett Warren, 
Speer and Taylor Renee Beck, 
Speer. 
   9-24 - Donna Jean Gallentine, 
Bradford and Mark Wayne Scott, 
Bradford.

PUBLIC RECORD
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   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except Dec. 31 and 
July 23 this year) by Lampe Pub-
lications LLC, 115 W. Main St., 
Elmwood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Ad Manager - Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Graphic Designer - Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Correspondents - John A.   
Ballentine, Angie Stange and  
Carol Townsend 
   The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 

Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays 
by 3 p.m. The Prairie News en-
courages readers to submit news 
for publication. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
that part of an ad in which the 
error occured. 
   The Prairie News is a member 
of the Illinois Press Association.

GUEST VOICES

To the Editor: 
   There was an interesting opinion 
piece by Jim Nowlan and Allen An-
dersen in the Sept. 16 issue of The 
Prairie News (“Explaining the con-
tinuing Trump fervor.”) 
   But in my opinion, it was an overly 
simplistic view. Perhaps that is to be 
expected in a weekly 
newspaper with limited 
space.   
   While I agree with 
some of their observa-
tions as to the fears 
local citizens have con-
cerning the past several 
decades in our country, 
what concerns me more is the lack of 
facts for why those years have not 
gone as many would like. 
   Blaming the elites or the govern-
ment to me is an easy out. Where 
does the citizenry place blame on its 
self for the direction of the country? 
We elected the government represen-
tatives. We made choices about ev-
erything that has gone on. Did we do 
a good job? Make the right choices? 
Was the country in a great place at 
the end of World War II? Was the 
“Greatest Generation” really that 
great? Perhaps that’s a debate for 
another time and place.   
   If you look at the late 1960s, 1970s 
and beyond, it’s not a pretty picture. 

Why? Simply because we as a 
county had some serious cultural and 
societal issues that needed to be cor-
rected. And we still do.  
   Some citizens refuse to understand 
that and, instead of dealing with 
them, simply want to ignore them 
and pretend that living in the 1950s is 

the way to go. Trump 
is a vehicle for promot-
ing a world that fit 
many of us. But it was 
a flawed world. And 
still is. Going back is a 
journey to failure, not 
to progress. 
   Our country and soci-

ety for some reason became one of, 
me first. We wanted cheap goods, 
cheap government, more leisure 
time, less work, fancy houses, fancy 
cars, on and on. We made those 
choices. That paradigm infects every 
aspect of our county: government, 
economy and social systems. We 
have a naïve perception of our soci-
ety and ourselves. A slanted view. 
And we all have become experts at 
everything. 
   Yes, our world today is totally dif-
ferent than that of our parents and 
grandparents, whether we like it or 
not. We need to stop looking back-
ward and really look forward. I know 
it’s difficult, impossible for some.   

   We put us in this position. We need 
to get us out. That means putting so 
many things before profit, before 
power, before tribalism, before prej-
udice, before ignorance and so much 
more. 
   Yes, it’s scary. The unknown so 
often is. And it’s hard. We have 
struggled with it for over two cen-
turies. The struggle hasn’t changed. 
It’s just ongoing and will be always. 
It’s our choices that matter. Making 
the right ones.   
   Was Trump the right one? Is he the 
right one? Every measurable means 
that we have at our disposal tells me 
no. If he were the answer he would 
had done it. Rather, he divided our 
country like no other since the Civil 
War.   
   Do not look to a flawed real estate 
sales man/reality TV personality to 
change the world. That is not going 
to happen. Not for the better cer-
tainly. Look to yourselves. Really 
educate yourselves and understand 
each other and look for solutions 
within each of us, not some crass talk 
show personality who is using you to 
make millions. 

– John Maher, Brimfield 
   Send letters to:The Prairie News,  

PO Box 240, Elmwood, IL 61483 or 
email to news@prairie-news.com.  

Include a phone number.  

Trump a vehicle for flawed world that fit some

Of loose change, Clint light & needed feedback
   There are many reasons why this 
era does not suit me. That long list is 
for another day, when the promise of 
a gorgeous fall is not beckoning.  
   Today is one for optimism. After 
all, the corn and bean harvest is 
going well and crops are filling 
wagons and drying nicely in the 
field. And there’s another bounty out 
there few seem to 
notice or care 
about. Loose 
change.  
   No matter how 
busy I imagine 
myself, there’s al-
ways time to 
bend over and 
pick up coins. In 
my younger 
years, these were 
rare occasions. As a kid you might 
find a penny or even a dime that 
slipped through someone’s hands.  
   But we now live in an era of true 
manna from heaven. Quarters and 
even occasional dollar bills are out 
there for the finding. What this says 
about our spoiled society seems 
clear. What this means for me is 
plenty of bending. 
   Most mornings, I walk to Jordan’s 
Mobil in Elmwood for caffeine. 
Many mornings I find change along 
the way. I also regularly find nails, 
screws and other objects. But it’s the 

coins that are most exciting. 
   Jordan’s is one of several prime 
spots that provide my found fortune. 
The others shall remain secret, so 
you don’t horn in on my enjoyment. 
   Among the hard-cash hotspots is 
my own driveway and garage. Trust 
me, that change is not mine. I’m like 
a hawk when coins fall. They will be 
found, even it means getting on my 
knees and braving the mosquitoes 
that have made our yard a nightmare 
this summer (seriously, this is the 
worst skeeter year ever). 
   But my children are far too busy to 
worry about even a quarter that tum-
bles from their grasp. Where did I go 
wrong? How can my progeny be too 
busy to pick up free money, when so 
much of life is spent working to get 
paid or worrying about paying bills? 
   Heightening my frustration is that 
the kids turned out this way despite 
painstaking attempts to make them 
value coins. Each night, I empty my 
pockets into a mason jar. When the 
jar is full, I enlist help taking it to the 
bank. Along the way, we speculate 
on the total.  
   I’ve heard others do something 
similar. Becky Hennenfent of the 
Whitney & Potts law office saves 
change to give her kids spending 
money at the State Fair. Others pay 
for trips or dinners out. 
   Once upon a time, proceeds from 

our jar (which can hold up to $202) 
would be deposited into the boy’s ac-
counts. No longer. If they’re too busy 
to pick up coins, then the money 
should go elsewhere. For now, I’m at 
a loss how best to use the extra 
moolah.  
   But that won’t stop me bending to 
recover a treasure. People pay a lot 
for reasons to smile. Some of my pu-
rest moments of joy in the past few 
years cost just one penny. 

•  •  • 
   Sadly, I can’t list “Cry Macho” 
among those recent moments of joy. 
Watching the latest Clint Eastwood 
movie was better than flipping chan-
nels at home, but this one will never 
make a list of the top Clint movies. 
What saves the movie is seeing Clint 
clench his jaw and stare sideways at 
a few people. ... We have been run-
ning columns by ag writer Alan Gue-
bert, and his submissions have been 
drawing fire from at least two regular 
readers. Because we pay for the col-
umns, we want to know what other 
readers think. What do you think? 
My favorite was the story of how his 
Uncle Honey lost items – some quite 
large – all over the Guebert family 
farm. I’m willing to bet Uncle Honey 
would have been a very good con-
tributor to my coin jar. 
   Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040 
or jeff@wklypost.com  

Jeff 
LAMPE
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College ag enrollments still steady in Illinois
By KAY SHIPMAN 

FarmWeek 
   Agriculture study remains fruitful 
as students return in person to the 
four state universities with agricul-
tural programs. With COVID mitiga-
tion guidelines in place, classroom 
space is at a premium on a couple of 
campuses. 
   This fall, agriculture programs con-
tinue within the same structures at 
ISU, the U of I and WIU. In Carbon-
dale, agriculture is part of a restruc-
tured College of Agricultural, Life 
and Physical Sciences (CALPS) at 
SIU. 
   Agriculture student enrollment held 
steady on Western Illinois Univer-
sity’s Macomb campus, said Andy 
Baker, the School of Agriculture di-
rector. Baker noted the freshman stu-
dent enrollment grew to 74, but the 
school saw a decline in incoming 
transfers. 
   Campuswide, WIU maintained a 
stable enrollment of new students, in-
cluding freshmen, transfer and grad-
uate students, of 2,346. The total 
enrollment of 7,455 is nearly level 
with fall 2020 numbers. 
   “Our enrollment is stable, the kids 
are back in and I’m in. We’re having 
labs the way we want to have labs,” 
Baker said. 
   In Normal, ISU saw a slight de-
cline in agriculture undergraduate 

students and an increase in ag gradu-
ate students, said Fanson Kidwaro, 
agriculture department chair. 
   In fact, ISU received a record 
number of applicants for agriculture 
graduate degrees. “We had 57 appli-
cants (to grad school). We usually get 
10 to 15,” Kidwaro said. Seventeen 
were admitted to the grad program. 
   At ISU, the three animal-related 
programs in pre-veterinary, animal 
science and animal industry continue 
to be strong, Kidwaro said, and agri-
culture business enrollment remains 
steady. 
   Campuswide, ISU experienced a 
2% decrease in fall enrollment com-
pared to 2020. The decline was at-
tributed to several factors, including 
travel difficulties for international 
students and COVID-related im-
pacts. 
   At the U of I, the College of Agri-
cultural, Consumer and Environmen-
tal Sciences (ACES) saw increased 
enrollment in several categories. A 
total of 2,820, undergraduates en-
rolled compared to 2,778 last fall. 
ACES registered more freshmen, 
510, up from 478; more transfer stu-
dents, 170, up from 162; and more 
graduate students, 757, up from 743. 
   A record number of freshmen, 
8,303, are on the Urbana-Champaign 
campus, bringing total student enroll-

ment to 56,299, the most in univer-
sity history. 
   “Faculty and staff in ACES just 
keep saying how wonderful it is to 
have our students back. The whole 
place feels different than the last 18 
months in all the best ways,” said 
Anna Ball, ACES associate dean of 
academic programs.  
   In Carbondale, SIU agriculture pro-
grams saw a slight decrease overall 
with an undergraduate enrollment of 
466 but an increase in graduate stu-
dents with 87 enrolled. The ag pro-
gram total enrollment is 553 
students. 
   “We have some encouraging 
numbers this fall.” said Eric Brevik, 
CALPS dean. 
   Overall, fall CALPS enrollment 
was not available at presstime. Ho-
wever, SIU Carbondale registered a 
4.5% increase in freshmen, the 
largest in the past five years. Overall, 
the campus enrollment of 11,266 is 
considered relatively flat with a 0.9% 
decline. 
   Each of the universities is address-
ing COVID mitigation guidelines on 
their respective campuses. 
   This story was distributed through a co-
operative project between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.
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By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   HANNA CITY – A visit to family 
in southern Illinois a few decades 
ago has forever changed local big to-
mato contests. 
   During that visit to Carrier Mills, 
the late Fred Williams picked up 
seeds from a large tomato whose 
progeny still grow in gardens across 
Illinois. 
   That’s because, in addition to being 
large, the tomatoes also taste very 
good, have relatively few seeds and 
tender skin. No wonder, then, that 
Fred always had plenty of takers for 
the tomatoes he started in wash tubs 
at his farm located between Trivoli 
and Hanna City. 
   “Somebody asked him what they 
were and he called them ‘Hollywood 
Giants’ just for orneriness,” laughed 
his widow, Barb Williams. 
   That name never stuck. Truth be 
told, nobody is sure of the heritage of 
these impressive plants. But around 
here, they have always been known 
as Freddy’s Tomatoes. And gardeners 
lucky enough to plant one get the 
double bonus of tasty tomatoes and a 
chance to win any contest. 
   Yes, Barb Williams won this year’s 
Weekly Post Big Tomato Contest 
with a 3-pound, 3.5-ounce entry that 
beat out a 2-13 Freddy’s Tomato en-
tered by Helen Largent. And Barb’s 
entry wasn’t just big. 
   “It tasted so good we forgot to save 
the seeds,” she said Monday. 
“They’re so much better than other 
tomatoes ... it’s like the difference be-
tween steak and goulash.” 
   Not to worry about those lost seeds. 
Barb, 85, still has others to carry on 
the line she has faithfully kept going 
since Fred died in 2011. Each April, 
she starts as many as 115 tomato 
plants, though she has moved the op-
eration from a shed to a west-facing 
kitchen window.    
   Once plants are big enough for the 
garden, she gives them to family and 
friends. Neighbor Don Danley plants 

several tomatoes for Barb in her gar-
den, where she helps water and battle 
weeds. 
   “I like to hoe a garden. People any-
more, if they can’t hit it with a roto-
tiller, they don’t do it,” Barb said. 
“But my husband was a believer in 
hoeing a garden and so am I.” 
   The idea of winning contests is 
nothing new to Barb, since Fred 
helped run a Gardener of the Year 
event until his death. Locals would 
gather at the Warehouse in Hanna 
City to weigh in their produce for 
bragging rights. In addition to win-
ning the tomato category, Fred once 
took first with a 21-pound cabbage. 
The winner each year could pick the 
vegetable contest for the next grow-
ing season. 
   “One year it would be for the big-
gest onion, another year for the big-
gest cabbage,” Barb explained. 
“Then we’d have a big feed after-
wards and everybody would take 
home produce. It was fun.” 
   Gardening was a way of life for the 
Williams, who came north so Fred 
could work at Caterpillar and later 
Keystone. They raised three children 
– Jack, Ron and Jennifer – and Barb 
still lives at the same farm they have 
called home for 60 years. 
   Barb used to spend a good part of 

her summer canning tomatoes, but 
today Don and Leslie Danley do 
most of the picking and canning – 
leaving Barb with fond memories of 
her Freddy and the many “Freddy’s” 
planted in gardens all across the area.  

The late Fred Williams of Hanna City had a knack for growing big vegetables, whether a 
21-pound cabbage (above) or a tailgate full of whopper tomatoes. Below right, Fred and 
wife Barb pose for a photo.

Legacy of big Hanna City ’maters lives
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BRIEFS
OSF HealthCare offers 
OSHA COVID event 
   KEWANEE – OSF HealthCare is 
offering a virtual event to provide 
employers with Department of Labor 
updates. Join OSF HealthCare and 
guest presenter Brian Bothast from 
the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) for 2022 up-
dates, regulations and how OSHA’s 
National Emphasis Program on 
COVID affects you as an employer. 
   Attendees will leave the session 
with a better understanding of the 
OSHA COVID-19 National Empha-
sis Programs and new Emergency 
Temporary Standard, including a 
template for a workplace COVID-19 
plan. Specific concerns can be ad-
dressed in the program by sending 
questions to Amber Wood at 
amber.l.wood@osfhealthcare.org. 
   The Healthy Workplace event is 
co-hosted by OSF Employer Rela-
tions, OSF Saint Luke Medical 
Center and OSF Saint Clare Medical 
Center. Register online by Oct. 4 at 
www.osfhealthcare.org/saint-
luke/calendar/register/5637/. 
Bountiful Bargain 
Harvest Weekend 
   BISHOP HILL – The shops, restau-
rants, and museums of Bishop Hill 
will be participating in a Bargain 
Harvest Weekend  Oct. 1 - 3. A vari-
ety of discounts and sale offers can 
be found at participating businesses 
and restaurants during normal busi-
ness hours.  
   Visitors who collect signatures 
from six shops or musuems will be 
entered into a drawing for a gift bas-
ket at the Colony Store. The drawing 
will be Sunday at 3:30 p.m. and you 
don’t have to be present to win.  
   Visitors are invited to participate in 

the activities found around town. The 
Bishop Hill State Museum will have 
a Paint Brush Toss. The Vasa Na-
tional Archive will have a craft sta-
tion available.  

Et cetera  
   • CAMBRIDGE – On Sunday, Oct. 
3, at College Square Park in Cam-
bridge from noon until 4 p.m., the 
Henry County Mental Health Alli-
ance is sponsoring “One Incredible 
Day!” A Mental Health Celebration! 
This free event will raise awareness 

of how each of us can help ourselves 
and others in the community with 
mental health issues. 
   Cambridge FFA will be serving 
pork chops, pork burgers, and hot 
dogs, with all proceeds benefiting 
Henry County Mental Health Alli-
ance.  
   Glory Days Garage Band will be 
playing a mix of 1960’s rock and roll 
songs throughout the day.  
   A petting zoo, games, mental health 
testimonies, and more will be part of 
this event.  

Bradford National Jr. Honor Society painted the Panther Paws on the front sidewalk of the 
Junior High as their first service activity for the year. Photo by Becki Hoffert.

The Bradford Junior High FCA held the annual See You at the Pole event. The students 
shared their prayer concerns and then Ms. Brown led the group in a prayer for the school 
and the country.  Photo by Becki Hoffert.

   BISHOP HILL - During 
the month of Oct., accom-
plished watercolor artist, 
Tom “T.F.” Hempel will 
have his works featured at 
the Bishop Hill Creative 
Commons, located at 309 
N. Bishop Hill St in 
Bishop Hill, Ill. His crea-
tions include a wide array 
of subject matter, but his 
specialties are boats, 
barns, and bungalows, as 
well as other buildings 
and landscapes. Mr. Hem-
pel has been painting for 
almost 50 years, creating 
beautiful works of art, de-
spite having suffered mul-
tiple strokes in years past, 

Mr. Hempel did not slow.  
In fact, he is painting now 
more than ever and, in his 
own words, “producing 
his best work to date”. 
   Hempel has received 
several awards and 
teaches his craft.  In ad-
dition to Hempel’s works, 

the works of ten other area 
artists who comprise the 
Bishop Hill Creative 
Commons artist cooper-
ative can be viewed as 
well. 
    For more information 
visit tfhempelwater-
colors.com, bishophill-

commons.com, or the 
Bishop Hill Creative 
Commons Facebook page.

Watercolor Artist Featured in Bishop Hill



• • •     
CLAIM NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  

OF ILLINOIS 
STARK COUNTY 

In Re ESTATE OF 
STEPHEN L. LOUDENBURG, 
Deceased.      

            No. 2021P16 

   NOTICE is given to creditors of 
the death of STEPHEN L. 
LOUDENBURG on July 21, 2021.  
Letters of Office were issued by the 
above entitled Court to MARJORIE 
A. LOUDENBURG, of 11118 State 
Route 93, Bradford, Illinois 61421, 
as Executor, whose attorneys of 
record are WHITNEY & POTTS, 
LTD., 118 West Main Street, P. O. 

Box 368, Elmwood, Illinois, 
61529-0368.  Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in the Circuit 
Clerk’s Office, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon , Illinois, or 
with the repre-sentative or both on 
or before the 7th day of April, 
2022, or if mailing or delivery of a 
Notice from the representative is 
required by Sec. 18-3 of the 

Probate Act of 2075, the date stated 
in that Notice.  Every claim filed 
must be in writing and state 
sufficient information to notify the 
representative of the nature of the 
claim or other relief sought.  Any 
claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claim¬ant to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed and the claimant shall file 
with the Court, proof of any 
required mailing or delivery of 
copies. 
   DATED this 24th day of 
September, 2021.   
        MARJORIE A. LOUDENBURG,  
        Executor of the Estate of  
        STEPHEN L. LOUDENBURG,  
        Deceased.   
ROBERT L. POTTS, Esq. 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD. 
Attorneys for Executor 
118 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 368 
Elmwood, IL  61529-0368 
Telephone: (309) 742-3611 
becky@whitneyandpotts.com  
Published 10/1, 10/8, 10/15/21  

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICAL CIRCUIT 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
COUNTY OF STARK 
JUVENILE DIVISION 

IN THE INTEREST OF 
O.P. 
DOB: 6/27/21 a Minor 

      CASE NO. 21 JA 1 
NOTICE 

To: Unknown Father 
   Take notice that on June 30, 
2021, a Petition was filed under the 

Juvenile Court Act of 1987 by 
Caroline Borden Campion, Stark 
County State's Attorney, in the 
Circuit Court of Stark County 
entitled "In the interest of O.P., a 
minor", and that in the Stark County 
courtroom on October 22, 2021, at 
the hour of 11:00 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this cause may be 
heard, an adjudicatory hearing will 
be held upon the petition to have 
the child declared to be a ward of 
the court under that Act.  
   THE COURT HAS 
AUTHORITY IN THIS PROCEEDING 
TO TAKE FROM YOU THE 
CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF 
THE MINOR, TO TERMINATE YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS,  AND TO 
APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH 
POWER TO CONSENT TO 
ADOPTION. 
   YOU MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE 
TERMINATION OF YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND THE 
APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN 
WITH POWER TO CONSENT TO 
ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD. 
Unless you appear you will not be 
entitled to further written notices or 
publication notices of the 
proceedings in this case, including 
the filing of an amended petition or 
a motion to terminate parental 
rights. 
   Now, unless you appear at the 
hearing and show cause against the 
petition, the allegations of the 
petition may stand admitted as 
against you and each of you, and an 
order or judgment entered. 
   Dated:  9-23-2021 

Julie Kenney 
Stark County Circuit Clerk  
130 W. Main Street 
PO Box 426 
Toulon, IL 61483 
8061-918246 
Published 10/1, 10/8, 10/15/21  

• • •     
ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 

NOTICE 
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
on September 24, 2021, a 
certificate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of Stark County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names and 
post-office addresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and transacting 
the business known as J Warner 
Home Improvement located at 140 
N. Peoria St., Bradford, IL. 
   Dated September 24, 2021. 

/S/ Heather L. Hollis 
   County Clerk 

Published 10/1, 10/8, 10/15/21  
• • •     

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE 

   Public Notice is hereby given that 
on September 20, 2021, a 
certificate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of Henry County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names and 
post-office addresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and transacting 
the business known as The 
Rambling Rose located at 328 
Commercial St., Galva, IL 61434. 
   Dated September 20, 2021. 

/S/ Barbara M. Link 
   County Clerk 

Published 10/1, 10/8, 10/15/21 
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Obama returns to break ground on center 
By PETER HANCOCK 

Capitol News Illinois 
   SPRINGFIELD –  Former Pres-
ident Barack Obama and former first 
lady Michelle Obama returned to 
their old neighborhood on Chicago’s 
South Side on Tuesday to officially 
break ground on the Obama Pres-
idential Center, a project they hope 
will become a hub for the develop-
ment of new leadership and an eco-
nomic boost to a long-neglected part 
of the city. 
   “Chicago is where almost every-
thing that is most precious to me 
began,” the former president said.  
   The center is being developed on a 
19.3-acre site in Chicago’s Jackson 
Park, in a location just a few blocks 
from where the Obamas were mar-
ried and the hospital where their two 
daughters were born. 
   But it’s also an area that Michelle 
Obama remembered as being far 
away from the city’s main cultural 
centers when she was growing up in 

the neighborhood. 
   “I remember that whenever me, my 
mom, dad, my brother wanted to do 
something special – to see art, to hear 
music, take in a new museum exhibit 
– we had to get my dad's Buick 225, 
take Jeffery Boulevard to Lake Shore 
Drive and head north to downtown,” 
she said. “And even as a child, I un-
derstood this disparity. I understood 
that whenever there was a huge in-
vestment of resources in the city, a 
new park or infrastructure improve-
ments, or any other beautification ef-
fort, it just rarely happened in our 
neighborhood.” 
   The Obamas were joined by Gov. 
JB Pritzker, who noted that the center 
will be the second presidential mu-
seum in Ill. after the Lincoln Pres-
idential Library and Museum in 
Springfield. 
   The center will be operated sep-
arately from the Obama Presidential 
Library.   The center will be operated 
privately by a nonprofit foundation. 

   Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot 
noted that the city will also invest 
some $200 million into improve-
ments in Jackson Park as well as the 
surrounding neighborhood. 
   “This is the future of the South 
Side that we will be creating in part-
nership with the community,” she 
said.  
   Obama said he wants it to be a cul-
tural and educational center that will 
help foster new leadership for the 
community and the nation. 
   We want this to be a living, thriving 
home for concerts, cultural events, 
lectures, trainings, summits, topical 
dialogues and conversations. We 
want this to be a hub for in-house fel-
lows with real world experience to 
share what's working and what's not 
in solving the big problems of the 
day.” 
   The center is expected to open in 
2025.



Noah Z. A. Ellis 
   BLOOMINGTON – Noah Za-
chary Alan Ellis, 27, of Blooming-
ton, passed away Saturday, Sept. 
18, 2021, in Washington, Ill. 
   He was born Sept. 29, 1993, in 
Kewanee, Ill., to 
Edward and Lisa 
(Appenheimer) 
Ellis Sr. 
   He is survived 
by his mother 
Lisa Ellis of Ke-
wanee, Ill., one 
brother Edward 
“EJ” (Amanda) 
Ellis Jr of Washington and one 
sister, Chastity (Justin) Meacham of 
Lewisburg, Tenn.   
   Also surviving are six nieces, 
Hannah, Zoe, Makenna, Taylor, Lo-
retta, and Sawyer; two nephews, 
Landon and Hunter; one great-niece 
and one great-nephew; maternal 
grandmother, Gert Appenheimer, 
and several aunts, uncles and cous-
ins. 
   He was preceded in death by his 
father, Edward, paternal grandpar-
ents, and maternal grandfather. 
   Noah was a member of the 
Berean Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Normal. He enjoyed run-
ning and competed in several cen-
tral Illinois races. Noah was very 
active in his church, serving on mis-
sion trips and other ministry work. 
He also enjoyed spending time with 
his family and beloved dogs, Mona 
and Taco. 
   A memorial service will be at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 2, 2011, with 
visitation one hour prior to the serv-
ice at the Toulon United Methodist 
Church in Toulon, Ill. 
   Memorials may be made to the 

family’s GoFundMe page or the St. 
Jude Midwest Affiliate. 

Michael W. McRell 
   WASHINGTON – Michael W. 
McRell, 67, of Washington, Ill., 
formerly of Toulon, passed away at 
8:18 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 23, 2021, 
at UnityPoint Health Proctor. 
   Michael was born July 31, 1954, 
in Peoria, the son of Charles E. and 
Myrtle M. (Mason) McRell. 
   He is survived 
by two sisters, 
Laurel Otterstrom 
of Peoria; and 
Linda (Lowell) 
Dean of Toulon; 
life partner, Ka-
thryn L. Robin-
son of 
Washington; 
niece, Jennifer Perry of Colo.; and 
an uncle, Ron (Donna) Mason of 
Carol Stream, Ill. He was preceded 
in death by his parents; brother-in-
law, Daniel Otterstrom; uncle, Wil-
liam Mason and a nephew, Joe 
Dean. 
   Michael graduated from Toulon 
High School in 1972 and from ITT 
Technical Institute in 1974 with a 
degree in electronic engineering. He 
also received a mechanical engi-
neering degree from Indiana Uni-
versity.   
   After graduation, Michael owned 
his own business, Ice Bear, where 
he held several patents and geother-
mal inventions, which were sold in 
California, Arizona and Colorado. 
He later worked at GFS Chemicals 
in Columbus, Ohio, as an engineer. 
   The love of his life and his pas-
sion was flying his airplane, 
Mooney. He raced motorcycles, 
raised pigs in high school and en-
joyed music and playing his guitar. 

   Family and friends were invited 
to his graveside service at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021, at 
Pleasant View Cemetery in Kewa-
nee. Certified Celebrant, Nicole 
Reed, officiated. Haskell Funeral & 
Cremation Services in Wyoming is 
in charge of arrangements.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Toulon Fire Depart-
ment. 
   Condolences may be left for Mi-
chael’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Justin A. Young 
   WYOMING – Justin Alexander 
Young, 47, of Wyoming, passed 
away Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2021, in 
his home. Justin was born on Aug. 
18, 1974, in Peoria, the son of Rob-
ert and Nancy (Peterson) Young.  
   He is survived 
by one son, Dan-
iel Young of 
Bradford; one 
daughter, Cassan-
dra Young of Ke-
wanee; one 
grandson, Conner 
Miller; two 
sisters, Nicole 
(Rob) Landergren 
of Garden City, Kan., and Sabrina 
Young of Toulon; and two nephews, 
Sean and Mark Landergren.  
   Justin had a passion for movies, 
comic books and all things super-
hero. He loved his family and will 
be deeply missed.  
   There will be no public services at 
this time. Haskell Funeral & Cre-
mation Services in Wyoming is as-
sisting the family with 
arrangements.  
   Condolences may be left for Jus-
tin’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., Toulon 
PO Box 538 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322 
Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web:  https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon   
Guest Speaker 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
309-286-7340 Leave Message. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 
watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  

 
Galva Congregational Church  

Pastor Josh Ryner 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 

GalvaBaptistChurch.com 
 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United Church  
of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St. - PO Box 35 - Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 AM 

Check us out on FACEBOOK First Congregational UCC of 
Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Worship 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
https//www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 
 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE  
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES

McRell

Young

ADVERTISE (309) 286-2185

Ellis

Fall colors starting to show in Illinois, Iowa
   The annual show of fall colors has 
begun across the upper Midwest.    
   Here in Illinois, colors are just 
starting to change. Sumac is spotty, 
with flameleaf nearly done showing 
its dark shades of maroon. Staghorn 
sumac is starting to show yellow, 
with some reds and pinks emerging.  
   Black walnut trees are defoliating, 
due most likely to this year’s recent 
drought and high winds. Cotton-
woods and silver maples are also yel-
lowing and a few sugar maples are 
showing bits of orange and red. 
   Peak season for northern Illinois 

and the Mississippi River is the sec-
ond week of October. Peak for east-
central Illinois is mid-October and 
southern Illinois is at its most color-
ful in the last week of the month. 
   To track Illinois fall colors, visit 
www.enjoyillinois.com/plan-your-
trip/seasonal-adventures/fall-travel-
in-illinois/illinois-fall-color-report. 
   Fall color show is starting across 
the northern half of Iowa. Right now, 
sumac and Virginia creeper are 
showing off crimson leaves, and 
many maples are starting to turn.  
   Areas in central Iowa are just start-

ing to see yellows and oranges from 
the changing colors of green ash, elm 
and walnut trees. 
   In other parts of Iowa, green can-
opy is still prevalent, but foresters ac-
ross the state predict that to change 
quickly in the next couple of weeks. 
   Peak fall color occurs in northeast 
Iowa, on average, during  the week-
end closest to Oct. 10. Typically, 
peak fall color occurs progressively 
later the farther south you go in 
Iowa. To track changes in Iowa, visit 
www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/For-
estry/Fall-Color. 
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FOR ANSWERS  
SEE PAGE 3

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Call (309) 286-2185

FOR SALE 

• EMPYRE ELITE XT 200 wood 
boiler stove, brand new, never 
fired. See at Charlie’s Cycle 
Supply, 3521 State Route 78, 
Toulon. (309) 995-3319. 
• MUSHROOM COMPOST for 
gardens, flowerbeds and lawns.  
Black dirt, white rock. 1-3” slag 
for driveways or landscapes. 1-
3” rejects.  Ron & Sue Eberle.  
Delivery is available (309) 493-
5881. 
• ANTIQUES: Baysingar’s Used 
& Antique Furniture: Large selec-
tion of Shabby Chic all real wood 
furniture, cottage white w/ fin-
ished top. Always buying older 
wood furniture. Check out Bays-
ingar’s Facebook, 1135 Railroad 
Ave (Rt. 34, East), Kewanee 
(309) 883-0164. 

WANTED 

• HOUSE TO RENT:  3-4 bed-
rooms in Bradford School Dis-
trict. Please call Mike or Sherry 
at (309) 883-2432. 

SERVICES 

• FLEA MARKET: Peoria Flea 
Market, Exposition Gardens 
(Peoria), Sunday, Sept. 26, 8:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  For info call 
Aaron (309) 825-1223. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call 
today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 

Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, paint-
ing. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: 
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including 
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting 
and electrical, by Denny Miller. 
Over 25 years of experience. We 
also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs wel-
come! Call me at (309) 995-
3364, LaFayette. 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos & 
farm equipment. Total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 

FOR RENT 

• TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom 
apartment, 105 E. Main, Toulon, 
includes A/C and kitchen appli-
ances, on site laundry. 
$575/month, $575/deposit, in-
cludes water but not Ameren. 
Phone (309) 678-1831 or (309) 
286-7220. 

ATTENTION 

• MEDICARE RECIPIENTS: Are 
you on Medicare or about to go 
on Medicare? I can help you find 
the right plan. I am an Insurance 
Specialist with over 27 years of 
experience. Call Greg Wages at 
(309) 695-2244.

SPORTS: Galva-Stark County VB meet on Monday
baugh (31st, 23:52). 
   “I was very happy with a close 
third-place finish, especially con-
sidering how good IVC and Tre-
mont are and how well we ran after 
a challenging week of training on a 
course that is definitely tougher 
than Bureau Valley,” Stark County 
Coach Bob Rennick Jr. said. 
   The three Stark County boys 
earned ribbons: Alex Welch (22nd, 
19:29), Colby Carroll (33rd, 20:22) 
and Jack Winans (35th, 20:40). 
   Stark County will run Saturday at 
the Elmwood Invitational at Maple 
Lane Country Club. The frosh-soph 
race is at 9:30 a.m., followed by 
varsity girls at 10:15 and varsity 
boys at 11. 

Galva Volleyball 
   Galva (4-16) battled a very good 
Mercer County team in the first set 
but fell 25-21, then struggled to a 
25-9 setback in the next set for a 
loss on Monday at home in Lincoln 
Trail competition.     
   Jenna Suddeth led the Lady Wild-
cats with two aces and nine points. 
Also pacing the effort were four 
blocks from Ava Strom, six assists 
by Lexi Stone, four kills from Ken-
dall Rogers and Kali Yelm’s seven 
digs. 
   Galva was home vs. LaMoille 
Thursday. 

Stark County Volleyball 
   Stark County was defeated by 
Lincoln Trail foe Kewanee We-
thersfield 25-10, 25-13 in the past 

week. The Lady Rebels effort was 
led by Shanna Peterson’s six digs 
and one block. Abby Ince contrib-
uted two kills and six digs. Kylee 
Frisby defended with one block for 
SCHS. 
   West Central beat Stark County 
just recently in two sets 25-20, 25-
16. Frisby served strong with five 
aces and two kills. Hayley Gillam 
had one kill and one ace. Payton 
Hillier recorded two aces in the ef-
fort. 
   “We are continuing to work on 
progressing. We were happy with a 
junior varsity win over West Central 
tonight,” said Stark County coach 
Mary Jo Groter. 
   The Lady Rebels are at Galva on 
Monday in LTC action.

Continued from Page 12

Bradford School Board approves new budget
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   BRADFORD – Prior to the 
monthly Bradford school board 
meeting, a public hearing was held 
for the fiscal year 2022 budget. A 
presentation by Bradford school dis-
trict Superintendent Chad Gripp was 
followed by approval of the budget 
in the regular session. 
   Total revenues projected for fiscal 
year 2022 equals $3,280,000 and 
total expenditures for the same 
period equals $2,318,450 according 
to Gripp who looked through the en-
tire budget to create more accurate 
numbers. 
   Gripp plans to send the approved 
budget to the State Board of Educa-
tion by Sept. 30 and also to three 
county clerks, the auditor and the Re-
gional Office of Education. 
   This week the school district will 
conduct mandatory weekly Covid 
testing for all non-vaccinated staff. In 
respect to the Rapid Covid Testing 
Program, students and staff of the 

Bradford school district who exhibit 
symptoms of Covid-19 and have 
signed a testing waiver will be tested. 
   Students identified as classroom 
close contacts will be tested and stu-
dents and staff returning from a 10-
day quarantine will be tested. 
   Rapid Covid testing yields test re-
sults  in approximately 15 minutes; a 
negative result keeps students and 
staff in school; a positive result calls 
for quickly quarantining a student or 
staff member to limit exposure. 
There is no cost to students or staff 
for this testing. 
   ESSER II grant funds equaling 
$257,869 are being utilized for the 
schools restroom renovations that 
provide “touchless” facilities. 
ESSER III grant funds equaling 
$579,061 have to be used for educa-
tion (20 percent) and the 80 percent 
can be used for various projects such 
as checking the boilers at the schools 
and for air-conditioning for the Jun-
ior High gymnasium. In addition, the 

STEM program will be enhanced. 
   Other items to utilize the ESSER 
grants will be new ovens for the 
kitchen, 3D printers, and educational 
drones. Also, it will pay for “Teacher 
Pay Teachers Memberships. 
Under recognitions, Grip said, “Jim 
Robinson has officially retired and 
this coming Spring, we will have a 
couple of other employees who will 
retire.” The board would like to 
thank Mr. Robinson for over 50 years 
of service with the Bradford schools. 
Gripp stated that he has contacted 
new families to the school district 
about their transitions in to the school 
system and that all families will be 
contacted by Oct. 1. 
   Finally, the school board approved 
the Lions’ Club request to use the 
grade school gymnasium on Jan. 16, 
2022 for their annual pancake and 
sausage breakfast. The board be-
lieves that Covid concerns will not 
be an issue for the scheduled break-
fast.
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SCOREBOARD

FOOTBALL: Galva Homecoming Saturday at noon
a strong game at wideout, catching 
four passes for 57 yards. 
   “Unhold played really well for us. 
He ran the ball well,” Noard said. 
“And Xander Swank had a good 
game catching the ball for us, which 
was nice to see.” 
   The Rebels also got a wild pass 
play for their second score in the 
first quarter. On the play, Unhold 
handed off to Nolan Orwig, who 
fumbled at the Stark County 18-
yard line. Daniel Kieser recovered 
the ball and passed to Ryne Hillan 
for what wound up being a 76-yard 
touchdown. 
   Kieser also scored on a 3-yard run 
earlier in the first quarter, as Stark 
County started the game up 14-8 
before yielding 20 points in the sec-
ond quarter. 
   Next up for the Rebels is a trip to 
Oneida tonight at 7 p.m. to face 
ROWVA-Williamsfield (1-4, 1-3). 
The Cougars have had success run-
ning the ball most of this season, 
but are coming off a 62-22 loss to 
Mercer County last Thursday.  

Bushnell-Prairie City 54 Galva 8 
   BUSHNELL – Bushnell-Prairie 
City jumped to a 24-0 lead after one 
quarter and was up 40-0 at halftime 
of this 8-man game. 
   The Spartans (3-2) then held on for 
the victory against winless Galva (0-
5), which has been hampered by 

COVID quarantining that sidelined 
coach Tyler Nichols and at least one 
player. 
   Galva plays its Homecoming game 
Saturday at noon vs. West Central (3-
2), which is coming off a 42-0 loss to 
Freeport Aquin. West Central did, 
however, beat Bushnell earlier this 
year, 38-0. 
   The Homecoming parade will be 
today at 2 p.m. and the game Satur-
day at noon in Galva against West 
Central. 
The homecoming dance will be held 
Saturday night at Galva High School 
at 8 p.m. 

Princeville 2, Lewistown 0 
   The Princes (3-2, 2-2 Lincoln 
Trail Conference) picked up their 
easiest win after Lewistown forfeit 
due to a lack of able bodies. 
   Friday, Princeville seeks to extend 
a three-game win streak at home 
against a Mercer County team that 
was picked – along with Knoxville 
– as a preseason LTC favorite before 
COVID issues sidelined several 
players. 
   Denver Hoerr leads Princeville 
with 307 rushing yards, while Tay-
shaun Kieser has run for 227 yards 
and Grant Hunt is at 157 with three 
scores. Jordan Johnson has com-
pleted 15 of 41 passes for 169 yards. 
   Hoerr leads with 23 tackles, Hunt 
has 21 and Cole Brower has 18 
stops. 

Mercer County 62 
ROWVA-Williamsfield 22 

   ALEDO – After battling COVID 
issues for much of this season, 
Mercer County (2-3, 2-2) enjoyed a 
return to near full strength with a big 
win over R-W last Thursday. 
   Mercer County piled up 503 yards 
in offense and David Meece ran for 
238 yards and four touchdowns on 
19 carries. Quarterback Matthew 
Lucas ran for one score and passed 
for another as the Golden Eagles 
jumped to a 22-0 lead. 
   The Cougars got to within 22-8 and 
then drove to the Mercer County 2-
yard line, but were unable to score. 
   Mercer County then drove 98 yards 
to score just before halftime. 
carry. 

Lincoln Trail Conference 
   The newcomers in the LTC keep on 
rolling. Knoxville, ranked No. 7 in 
Class 2A, got up 21-0 after one 
quarter of its 48-8 win over Ridge-
wood to remain unbeaten. ... Abing-
don-Avon, tied for No. 2 in Class 1A, 
was up 22-0 at halftime and then held 
off Annawan-Wethersfield, 34-12. 
After A-Town scored, A-W fumbled 
its first offensive play and A-Town 
scored on defense for a 14-0 lead. 
   The Tornadoes picked up another 
win already after Havana was forced 
to forfeit its LTC-Prairieland cross-
over game due to COVID-19 proto-
cols

Continued from page 12

United 44, Stark County 22 
United 8 20 0 16 - 44 
Stark County 14 0 8 0 - 22 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

U - Parkins 9 run (Parkins run) 
SC - Kieser 3 run (run failed) 
SC - Hillan 74 pass from Kieser 
(Kieser pass from Unhold) 

Second Quarter 
U - Jenks 12 pass from Parkins (Wil-
son pass from Parkins) 
U - Flynn 22 run (run failed) 
U - Parkins 1 run (pass failed) 

Third Quarter 
SC - Unhold 5 run (Meinders run) 

Fourth Quarter 
U - Parkins 7 run (Parkins run) 
U - Flynn 1 run (Wilson pass from 
Parkins) 

Team Statistics 
U SC 

First downs 22 14 
Rushes-Yds 50-352 29-117 
Yds per carry 7.0 4.0 
Comp-Att-Int 3-6-0 9-19-1 
Passing yds 44 216 
Penalties-Yds 7-50 6-40 
Fumbles-lost 1-0 3-0 

Individual Statistics 
  Rushing - U: Flynn 23-189, Parkins 

26-163, Wilson 1-0. SC: Unhold 17-
93, Meinders 5-6, Orwig 5-16, Kieser 
2-2. 
  Passing - U: Parkins 3-6-0 44. SC: 
Unhold 8-18-1 142, Kieser 1-1-0 74. 
  Receiving - U: Flynn 1-23, Jenks 1-
12, McElwee 1-9. SC: Swank 4-57, 
Kieser 3-71, Hillan 2-88. 
  Tackles - U: McElwee 7, Hall 5, Bu-
shong 5. SC: Shipp 8, Hillan 7, Re-
werts 6, Orwig 6. 
 

Mercer County 62 
ROWVA-Williamsfield 22 

Mercer County 14 16 24 8 - 62 
ROWVA-Wlmsfld 0 8 6 8 - 22 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

MC - Meece 3 run (conversion good) 
MC - Meece 10 run (conversion 
failed) 

Second Quarter 
MC - Lucas 10 run (conversion good) 
RW - Touchdown (conversion good) 
MC - Relander 12 pass from Lucas 
(conversion good) 

Third Quarter 
MC - Meece 21 run (conversion 
good) 
MC - 20 10 run (conversion good) 

RW - Touchdown (conversion failed) 
MC - Meece 60 run (conversion 
good) 

Fourth Quarter 
RW - Touchdown (conversion good) 

MC - 25 11 run (conversion good) 
Team Statistics 

MC RW 
Rushes-Yds 402 - 
Passing yds 101 -

Prairieland 
Overall  Conf 
W L W L 

Rushville-Industry 5 0 5 0 
Farmington 5 0 4 0 
South Fulton 3 2 3 2 
Elmwood-Brim. 3 2 2 2 
Macomb 3 2 2 2 
Illini West 2 3 2 3 
Havana 1 5 1 4 
Lewistown 1 4 1 3 
West Hancock 0 5 0 4 

Last Week 
Elmwood-Brim. 52, W. Hancock 18 
Farmington 53, Macomb 6 
South Fulton 38, Havana 6 
Rushville-Industry 34, Illini West 12 
Princeville 2, Lewistown 0 (forfeit) 

Friday, Oct. 1 
Elmwood-Brimfield at Macomb 
Rushville-Industry at Farmington 
Illini West at South Fulton 
Lewistown at West Hancock 
Abingdon-Avon 2, Havana 0 (forfeit) 

Lincoln Trail 
Overall  Conf 
W L W L 

Abingdon-Avon 6 0 5 0 
Knoxville 5 0 5 0 
Annawan-Weth. 3 2 2 2 
Princeville 3 2 2 2 
Mercer County 2 3 2 2 
United 2 3 2 3 
ROWVA-Willmsfld 1 4 1 3 
Stark County 1 4 1 3 
Ridgewood 0 5 0 5 

Last Week 
Princeville 2, Lewistown 0 (forfeit) 
United 44, Stark County 22 
Abingdon-Avn 34, Annawan-Weth. 12 
Mercer Co. 62, ROWVA-Willmsfld. 22 
Knoxville 48, Ridgewood 8 

Friday, Oct. 1 
Mercer County at Princeville 
Stark County at ROWVA-Williamsfield 
Ridgewood at United 
Annawan-Wethersfield at Knoxville 
Abingdon-Avon 2, Havana 0 (forfeit) 
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Stark County golfers 
record season bests

By JEFF LAMPE  
and PHIL JOHNSON 

For The Prairie News 
   MONMOUTH – The 
Stark County boys golf 
team put together its best 
round of the season Mon-
day in a tuneup for re-
gional play that started 
Wednesday. 
   Stark County finished 
with 182 strokes at Gib-
son Woods as Jack Colgan 
and Colin Streitmatter had 
personal-best rounds of 
43 and James Groter and 
Jimmy Langdon carded 
48s. 
   The Rebels placed third 
behind Knoxville (162) 
and United (176). 
   In girls action, CJ Rich-
ards shot a season-best 
round of 58. 
   The Stark County boys 
placed fifth with 400 
strokes at the Lincoln 
Trail Conference Rails-
plitter on Sept. 22 at Mid-
land Golf Club. United 
won with a team score of 
354. 
   And on Sept. 20, Stark 

County topped Galva, 
189-236, at Lake Calhoun 
Country Club. 
   Groter was medalist 
with a 42 to place ahead 
of Galva’s Jaxson Willer, 
who was second at 46. 
Langdon, Colgan, Streit-
matter and Keagan New-
ton all shot 49s for Stark 
County. 
   Galva’s other scorers 
were John Bersell (57), 
Drew DeMay (65) and TJ 
Connor (68). 

Cross Country 
   The Stark County girls 
placed third to Chillicothe 
IVC and Tremont last Sat-
urday in the Kewanee 
Boiler Invite at Baker 
Park Golf Course. 
   Ashley Orrick (7th, 
21:27) and Paige Rewerts 
(12th, 22:04) earned tro-
phies for their top finishes 
while the other scoring 
runners for the Lady 
Rebels were Keagan 
Hamilton (23rd, 23:18), 
Kokone Kasaya (25th, 
23:36) and Nina Longa-

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – Better, 
but still not good enough. 
That’s the final assess-
ment of a Stark County 
football team that battled 
to the end of last Friday’s 
Homecoming loss to 
United but did not make 
enough plays to be on the 
right side of a 44-22 
score. 
   The Rebels (1-4, 1-3 
Lincoln Trail) were down 
just 28-22 in the fourth 
quarter before giving up 
two late scores to United 
(2-3, 2-3) after failing to 
convert fourth-down 
plays. 
   “There were some 
things we were better at 

that we have been, but ul-
timately we didn’t make 
the plays we needed to,” 
Stark County Coach Jade 
Noard said. “They con-
verted a third-and-14 and 
they scored on a fourth-
and-goal from the 12. 
Third and fourth downs 
continue to kill us.” 
   And that extends to both 
sides of the ball, as the 
Rebels could not convert 
a pivotal fourth-and-1 
play in the second quarter. 
A fumbled snap and no 
gain on the run gave pos-

session to United, which 
then went on a 12-play, 
68-yard drive and finished 
the first half with a 1-yard 
scoring run by United 
quarterback Aiden Parkins 
with six seconds before 
intermission. Parkins 
fumbled on the play, but 
recovered and went in for 
the score. After a conver-
sion, the Red Storm were 
up 28-14 at halftime. 
   The Rebels then scored 
on their first drive of the 
third quarter, moving 65 
yards in eight plays. 

Ethan Unhold capped the 
drive with a 5-yard touch-
down run and turned in a 
solid game after moving 
back to quarterback. 
   Noard had moved Un-
hold to wideout in last 
week’s loss to Elmwood-
Brimfield in an effort to 
jumpstart the passing at-
tack. But against United, 
Unhold connected on 8 of 
18 passes for 142 yards 
and ran for another 93 
yards on 17 carries. 
   And Xander Swank had 
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Rebels 
fall to 
United 

Galva to play 
Homecoming 

Saturday

Stark County football players enjoy a ride through Toulon on Friday for the Homecoming parade. 
Photo by John A. Ballentine
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