Friday
November 26, 2021
Vol. 19, No. 42
Hot news tip?
Want to advertise?
Call (309) 286-2185

The Prairie News
“The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry counties”
Serving the fine communities of Wyoming, Toulon, Bradford, Duncan, Galva, LaFayette, Stark, Speer,
Castleton, Bishop Hill, Camp Grove, Princeville, Edelstein, Laura, West Jersey, Monica, Elmira, Modena, Saxon, Lawn Ridge, Broadmoor,
Elmore, Lombardville, Milo and rural customers at Kewanee and Williamsfield.

****************ECRWSS*****

PRSRT. STD.

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Elmwood, Illinois
Permit No. 13

Carrier Route Presort
RURAL BOXHOLDER
LOCAL P.O. BOXHOLDER

FREE!

Compliments of
Our Fine Advertisers!

Jury awards $7 million in Wyoming woman’s death
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

WYOMING – A jury of 12
people has awarded $7,020,883
to the family of a Wyoming
woman whose wrongful death
occurred on July 11, 2017, two
miles west of Toulon on Route
17. Corina Miller, 41, was
headed westbound on Route 17
when at 4:42 a.m. she drove into,
underneath and beyond the
tanker-trailer of a milk semitruck driven by 51-year-old
Timothy E. Schwenk, of Brimfield.
Schwenk had stopped in the
eastbound lane of Route 17 in

Shown is the milk semi-truck at approximately 5 a.m. on the morning of July
11, 2017 that was across two lanes of Route 17 in front of Doug Murray's dairy
farm two miles west of Toulon and Corina Miller's vehicle after it crashed into
the tanker-trailer. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

front of Doug Murray’s dairy
farm and had backed the trailer
across the westbound lane to
enter the farm for a pick-up of

milk.
Court documentation stated
that Schwenk had installed “extra
bright halogen headlights on his

truck two weeks previously that
were for off-road use only.” He
used them on the road and
blinded Miller as she approached
from the east.
The civil case found that
Schwenk and his employer,
Cluver Milk Transportation, had
admitted in April Court pleadings
that they were negligent and
caused Miller’s death. The jury
deliberated two and a half hours
before delivering their verdict.
Last year in a Stark County
criminal case, Schwenk won several Circuit Court decisions that
resulted in that case being dismissed. Schwenk’s attorney

CHRISTMAS EVENTS AHEAD

Holiday
festivities
abound
After a one-year absence in many
communities for the COVID pandemic, Christmas events are back
in force this year. Crowds were
very good for last weekend’s
Moonlight Madness event in Wyoming and there will be more
chances to celebrate the holidays in
the weeks to come.
Saturday, Nov. 27 – Galva has its
Ol’ Fashion Christmas
Festival 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Details, Pages 6-7.
Saturday, Nov. 27 –
Princeville has vendors at
Lillie M. Evans Library
and the Ambulance Building 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
various Small Business
Saturday deals at stores.
Sunday, Nov. 28 – The Princeville
Civic Association has a Tree Light-

argued successfully that
Schwenk’s constitutional rights
were violated and Circuit Judge
Bruce P. Fehrenbacher agreed.
Both urine and blood tests taken
shortly after the fatal crash were
suppressed, as well as,
Schwenk’s oral and written statements.
It was argued in Stark’s Circuit
Court that Schwenk was never
read his Miranda Rights or given
a Warning to Motorists, that is
normally issued in suspected
DUI situations, before he was
tested for intoxication. Additionally, Schwenk was detained
Continued on Page 2

Galva council honors
deceased alderman
By CAROL TOWNSEND
For The Prairie News

Horse carriage rides will be available Saturday in Galva during the Ol’ Fashion Christmas celebration, while Princeville has a tree lighting and Christmas stroll Sunday from 4:30-6:30 p.m.

ing and Holiday Stroll from 4:306:30 at Stevens Square. Details,
Page 12.
Nov. 26-28 and Dec. 4-5
– Julmarkand Christmas
Market at Bishop Hill,
Details, Page 8.
Saturday, Dec. 4 – Bradford’s Old Fashioned
Christmas is 4-7:30 p.m.
Story next week, Dec. 3.
Saturday, Dec. 11 – Toulon’s
Christmas Walk features specials at
stores and lighted luminaries.

GALVA – A moment of
silence was observed at the
beginning of Monday
night’s city council meeting for former third ward
alderman Wayne Buck for
all he did for the city. Buck
died in a Peoria hospital on
Nov. 1 after a fall from his
roof.
During the business portion of the meeting, the
council voted to temporarily amend the liquor ordinance to serve alcohol
until 1:30 a.m. and to require all patrons to leave
bars by 2 a.m. on Saturday
and Sunday mornings.
This means all patrons are
out of the bar and not taking drinks outside. The ordinance applies to all
Galva bars.
The only people allowed

in a bar after 2 a.m. are the
owner and bartender. The
council said this will be enforced.
Nick Ballard and Harry
Hergert of Crescent City
Tap were present and explained to the council that
before 2018, Galva’s liquor
license stated 2 a.m. on
Saturday and Sunday
morning. They said that
they felt there had been an
error in changing the closing time to 1 a.m.
Police Chief Kraig
Townsend reported that
two officers are trying to
work on Monday and
Thursday afternoons on ordinance violations.
Townsend also told the
council that he has hired
part-time officer Alex
Wagner of rural Knox
County to start as a fullContinued on Page 2
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FATALITY: Schwenck never read his rights
Continued from Page 1
for approximately four
hours and during that time
he made the statements,
which violated his 4th and
5th amendment rights.
Judge Fehrenbacher

stated in his ruling, “He
had no option but to submit to tests because he was
never read his rights.”
Fehrenbacher also ruled
that Schwenk was never
advised that he had a
choice to refuse the testing.

Corina Miller is survived
by her husband, Michael,
who has remarried, and by
her daughter, Kaylene,
who is now 25-years-old.
Judge Stephen Kouri
presided over the four-day
trial that was tried by

Bruce Pfaff and Alexander
March, of Pfaff, Gill and
Ports law firm, of Chicago.
Schwenk and Cluver were
represented by Thomas
Dluski and Matthew Hefflefinger, of Heyl Royster
law firm, of Peoria.

GALVA: Officer, dog in K-9 training
Continued from Page 1
time officer. He started in
Galva in July and Chief
Townsend said he has done
a “wonderful job.”
Townsend also reported
that officer Calib Ingle is
in K-9 training with
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Galva’s crime dog.
During the meeting,
Galva residents were reminded of the need to keep
their vehicles, tractors,
trailers and lawn mowers
off the streets during snowstorms to assists the city

with snow plowing this
winter.
Third ward alderman
Dougie Anderson asked
about the progress of the
demolition of the Hemphill
house on Southeast 4th
Street and the West house
on Southeast 1st Street. He
was told that the Hemphill
house will be down in December but there are still
legal issues with the West
home.
Anderson said he will
bring up several other
homes that residents are
asking him about. He said
one vacant house has sat in
disrepair for at least 5
years following the
owner’s death.
The council also passed a
TIF resolution. TIF 1 will
expire Dec. 31. City Administrator David Dyer
said the city is working on
replacing it with TIF 4. He
said it will be later in 2022
before the agreement is
completed.
Dyer said there are obligations that did not get
completed with TIF 1
monies. The list includes
storm-water management,
tearing down three dilapidated buildings, rehabbing
Market Street buildings,
infrastructure water and
sewer off U.S. Route 34,
downtown façade improvements, EPA mandated nickel corrections,
rehab off street parking
and more for a total of
$1,622,000.
Finally, the council
moved its Dec. 27 meeting
to Dec. 20.

www.illinoisweeklies.com
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic citations &
Ordinance violations
11-15 - Alexandra M. B. Thomas driving 15-20 mph above limit.
11-15 - Ryan T. Switzer - Driving
15-20 mph above limit.
11-18 - Hunter L. Donovan - Driving 15-20 mph above limit.
11-20 - Mattew Donath Jr. - driving
15-20 mph above limit.
11-20 - Lorenzo Avilez Ramirez Driving 15-20 mph above limit.

Incidents & Accidents
Stark County

11-18 - A single-vehicle animal related accident occurred at the rural location of 650E and 650N. The driver
involved was Barbara J. Loane, 66, of
Toulon, who was traveling south on
650E when a coyote ran in front of
the vehicle and was struck. Estimated
damages to the vehicle were reported
at over $1,500. No injuries were reported.
11-21 - A deer-related accident occurred along Route 93 approximately
a half of a mile from the intersection
of 1200E. The driver was Patricia D.
Ray, 66, Canton, who was traveling
east on Route 93 when the deer
stepped into the path of the oncoming
vehicle and was struck. No injuries
were reported but estimated damages
were over $1,500.
11-14 - Roberta Kronner, of Wyoming, reported criminal damage to a
vehicle after discovering the back
window broken. The incident remains
under investigation.
11-14 - A domestic battery incident
was reported from East Main Street,
in Toulon, which resulted in two arrests. Paul R. Carlson, 51, of Toulon,
was initially taken into custody for
possible domestic battery along with
an outstanding Bureau County warrant for failure to appear on a domestic battery charge. Heather D. Rucker,
42, of Toulon, was also charged with
domestic battery. Both parties appeared in court on a bond hearing on
Nov. 16, where it was determined that
no charges would be filed in Stark
County against either party and they
were both released. Paul Carlson however was issued a notice to appear
in Bureau County court on the pending warrant.
11-18 - Amber L. Krause, 41, Kewanee, was issued a notice to appear
for driving without a valid driver’s license.
11-18 - Eldon D. Sturm Jr., 57, Kewanee, was issued a notice to appear
for possession of drug paraphernalia
and cited for a faulty exhaust. He was
found wanted on a Henry County
warrant for failure to appear on a pay
plan status on the original offense for
delivery of less than five grams of
meth. He was extradited from the
scene of the traffic stop by Henry
County authorities and transported to
the Henry County Jail.

11-19 - Mark D. Thornton, 43, Toulon, was issued a notice to appear for
not having a valid vehicle registration.
11-19 - A 16-year-old Wyoming juvenile was arrested for violation of a
court ordered supervised release, obstructing police, and possession of tobacco by a minor. The teen was taken
into custody and transported to the
Mary Davis juvenile facility, in Galesburg.
11-20 - Alexa J. Stabler, 21, Bradford, was arrested by Stark County
authorities on a Henry County warrant for failure to appear on a burglary charge. She posted $2,500 cash
bond and was released with a new
court date.

Galva Report

Officer dispatched:
11-15 - to the 500 block of SE
2nd St. to check on a suspicious vehicle. The occupants were waiting
for a friend.
11-15 - to the 00 block of Morgan
Road for found property. An expired Illinois driver’s license was
turned in.
11-15 - Officer met with a resident at the Galva Police Department about a scam complaint.
11-16 - to the 1300 block of SE
2nd St. for an activated burglar
alarm. The building appeared secure.
11-16 - to the 900 block of SE
2nd St. to retrieve an item that was
left behind by a customer. The customer contacted the police department the next day and the item was
returned.
11-17 - to Sentry Estates for a
civil standby to retrieve property.
11-17 - to the 00 block of NW 4th
Ave. along with the fire department
and Stark County Medic for an activated fire alarm.
11-17 - to the 300 block of NE 1st
Ave. for a theft complaint. The
items were later found by the complainant.
11-18 - to the 200 block of Morgan Road for a two-vehicle accident. There was no visible damage
on either vehicle.
11-18 - Officer advised of a repossession that was taking place in
the 300 block of SE 8th Ave. No issues were reported.
11-18 - to a residence in the 1000
block of SE 2nd St. to attempt to locate a wanted subject. As the result,

Michael Thuline, 53, Galva, was arrested on a Henry County warrant
for failure to appear on the charge
of disorderly conduct - filing a false
police report. He was unable to post
bond and was transported to the
Henry County Jail.
11-18 - to County Highway 5 just
north of town for a car vs deer accident. A crash report was completed.
11-18 - to the 400 block of NW
4th St. for a dog bite complaint. The
animal owner was the victim of a
minor bite.
11-19 - Officer attempted to contact a resident in the 100 block of
NE 7th St. for Knox County in reference to an incident that happened
there last week.
11-19 - along with the fire department and Stark County Medic to a
field fire just north of J. Mac
Metals.
11-19 - to the 200 block of East
Division St. for a loose pit bull
complaint. Owner was able to get
the dog back in the house.
11-19 - to the 900 block of West
Division St. to attempt to locate a
wanted subject. As the result, Rachel Rawlings, 36, Galva, was arrested on a Henry County warrant
for the charge of failing to appear
on the charge of operating an uninsured vehicle. She was able to post
bond and was released with a required court date.
11-19 - to the Galva Park District
in reference to a group of juveniles
breaking lights in the pavilion. Officer spoke with the juveniles, but
no damage was located.
11-20 - to the 600 block of SE Industrial Ave. for an activated burglar alarm.
11-20 - to the Exchange Street
railroad crossing for a crossing arm
malfunction. BNSF was contacted
for repairs.
11-20 - to the 00 block of SE 2nd
Ave. for a fight involving two
brothers.
11-21 - to the 600 block of NW
1st St. for an illegal burning complaint.
11-21 - to a residence on NW 2nd
St. for a welfare check. The subject
was fine.
11-19 - Sara Beanblossom, 28,
North Judson, Ind., was issued a citation for speeding in the 1200
block of SE 2nd St..

Property Transfers

11-15 - Phillip N. and Sharon Fey
Shaner to Phillip N. and Sharon Fey
Shaner - Pts 9-14-7 NE , Pts 10-147 NW and Pts 10-14-7 SW - Consideration = $0.
11-17 - Emma A. Knobloch to
Paul W. and Sandra L. Knobloch Pt 33-13-7 NE - Consideration =
$0.

Divorces

11-19 - Ethan Rumbold, LaFayette and Katelyn Rumbold, Toulon.
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Kewanee man set for domestic battery trial
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

TOULON – A 23-year-old Kewanee man has a Dec. 6 trial date
scheduled for a case that initially
charged him with Class X felony
home invasion with injury, Class 4
felony domestic battery, Class 4 felony criminal trespass and battery
with physical contact.
Cassel O.R. Taylor was initially arrested last Spring in Stark County
after he allegedly entered the Wyoming residence of Courtney Frisby
on March 16 without permission and
committed battery against her and
Steven Earthley.
On May 5, Taylor had his bail bond
of $2,500 posted by Alicia Toliver, of

East Moline. Taylor was released
from custody from Stark County Jail,
but was required to wear an ankle
monitor as part of his bond conditions.
At a preliminary hearing concerning the counts charged against Taylor, probable cause was found for
Count 2 domestic battery and Count
4 battery. Count 1 home invasion and
Count 3 criminal trespass to a residence were both dismissed.
Taylor was rearrested on Nov. 16
for allegedly violating the terms of
his release from custody in that he
was not to have contact with Frisby,
which he allegedly did on Aug. 6 in
Yates City at the home of Frisby’s
grandmother. Purportedly Taylor was

out of his restricted area as well because the ankle monitor showed him
as being present in Yates City.
In Stark’s Circuit Court last Friday,
Stark County State’s Attorney Caroline Borden Campion requested an
increase in Taylor’s bail bond, which
subsequently was denied by Circuit
Judge James A. Mack. Mack also denied Taylor’s private counsel attorney Matthew Paulson’s motion to
have Taylor’s ankle monitor removed
should he post bond.
At the time of his initial arrest, Taylor was on probation in Henry
County for charges he was convicted
for in 2020 that included aggravated
battery, battery and possession of a
controlled substance.

BRIEFS
Stark County Boy Scouts
hold Court of Honor

TOULON – Troop 150 of Stark
County recently held a Court of Honor
to recognize its scouts for accomplishments over the past year. At the Court
of Honor, 13 rank advancement
patches were presented for ranks ranging from Scout Rank to Life Rank as
well as 54 merit badge patches ranging
from archery to swimming.
In addition, four scouts were recognized as members of Order of the
Arrow, scouting’s national honor society.
Scoutmaster Tim Wagner said the
adults leaders of Troop 150 are very
proud of its scouts for their hard work,
community service and accomplishments over the past year.

Stark County’s Boy Scouts Troop 150 recently held a Court of Honor to recognized achievements
this year by its members.

Bradford Christmas
dinner reservations due

BRADFORD – The annual Beta
Senior Citizen Christmas dinner will be
held Saturday, Dec. 4, at noon at the
Fire House this year. Reservations are
due by Nov. 27. Call (309) 897-8489.

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

MSW seeking donations
The pandemic has been challenging
for MSW Projects, which provides
services to local senior citizens. To
help pay for meals, donations can be
mailed to MSW Projects of Henry,
Attn: SENIOR SAVER Program, P.O.
Box 140, Henry, IL 61537.
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Galva Chamber has Ol’ Fashioned Christmas
By CAROL TOWNSEND
For The Prairie News

GALVA – The Galva Chamber of
Commerce will again sponsor the
Ol’ Fashioned Christmas this Saturday, Nov. 27.
The schedule is as follows:
• 9-11 a.m. - Kids make-and-takeit Christmas crafts will be available
at the Galva Arts Council building
located on North Exchange Street.
• 9 a.m. to noon - Galva Pharmacy Open house.
• 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. - View the decorated trees, wreaths and windows

at the Galva Arts Council building
and take a chance to win one of
them. The drawing will be held during the sing-a-long coffeehouse at 7
p.m.
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m - Open house at
Rambling Rose with treats, drinks
and raffles. The Chamber of Commerce will have the ribbon cutting
at 10 a.m.
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Open house at
Ruhl’s Upholstery with cookies and
drinks.
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Open house at
Special Kneads Bakery with punch

We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

and samples with Maid Rite sandwiches beginning at 11 a.m.
• 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. - Chili and
soup luncheon at the Galva Arts
Council.
• 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Chocolate
walk sponsored by the Galva girls
basketball team at the Galva Arts
Council.
• Noon to 2 p.m. - Children’s
crafts in Veterans Park sponsored
by the Harvest pageant.
• 1-4 p.m. - Meet and talk to
Santa in his house in Veterans Park.
• 1-4 p.m. - Carriage rides on the

www.illinoisweeklies.com

corner of Veterans Park
sponsored by State Bank
of Toulon.
• 4:15 p.m. - Parade
line-up at Stackhouse
Moore Funeral Home.
• 5 p.m. - Lighted
Christmas Parade around
the downtown square.
• 5 p.m. - The Boy
Scouts will be collecting

THE PRAIRIE NEWS • November 26, 2021

canned goods for the
Galva Food Pantry during
the parade.
• 5:30 p.m. - Join Santa
to help light up Veterans
Park.
• 7 p.m. - Galva Christmas Coffeehouse sing-along will be held. Come
and sing Christmas carols
at the Galva Arts Council.
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OBITUARIES
Lavern F. Berchtold

PRINCEVILLE – Lavern F. Berchtold, 86, of Peoria, formerly of
Princeville, passed away at 1:45 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 20, 2021, at the Apostolic Christian Skylines in Peoria.
Lavern was born on Dec. 28, 1934,
in Peoria County, the son of George
and Clara (Streitmatter) Berchtold.
He married Joan Baer on March 18,
1962, in Princeville; she preceded
him in death on Feb. 11, 2006.
Surviving are 1 son, David (Leann)
Berchtold of Edelstein; 1 daughter,
Mary Beth (Curtis) Wagenbach of
Toulon; 11 grandchildren, Jill (Luke)
Hoerr, Tanya Puckett, Courtney Wagenbach, Colton and Connor Wagenbach, Lynelle (Lucas) Herrmann,
Rhea (Adam) Pfaffmann, Claire (Joe)
Metz, and Cassie, Tessa and Sophie
Berchtold; 11 great-grandchildren;
and 1 sister, Joann (Raymond) Rumbold of LaFayette. Also preceding
him in death are his parents and one
sister, Katherine Peterson.
Lavern was a U.S. Army veteran,
serving during the Korean War. He
owned and operated Berchtold &
Knobloch Tiling and was a long-time
farmer in the rural Speer area. He
was a faithful member of the Princeville Apostolic Christian Church,
where he gave his heart to the Lord
in 1956.
His funeral will be at 10 a.m. Monday, Nov. 29, 2021, at the Princeville
Apostolic Christian Church. Ministers of the church will officiate. Visitation will be from 2-5 p.m. Sunday,
Nov. 28, 2021, at Haskell Funeral &
Cremation Services in Princeville.
Additional visitation will be from 99:45 a.m. Monday at the church. Burial will be in Princeville Apostolic
Christian Church Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Apostolic Christian Skylines in Peoria. Condolences may be
left for Lavern’s family on his tribute
wall at www.haskellfuneral.com.

Patrick D. Horrie

TOULON – Patrick David Horrie,
72, of Toulon, passed away at 1:45
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 20, 2021, at OSF
Richard L. Owens Hospice Home in
Peoria. Pat was born on March 16,
1949, in Kewanee, Ill., the son of
Virgil Gene and Mary Praxedes
(Masterson) Horrie. He married
Cindi Stone Clements on June 2,
2011, in Deadwood, S.D. She
survives.
Also surviving
are his daughter,
Jamie (Randy)
Mullinix of Toulon; 10 siblings,
Horrie
Larry Horrie of
Bradford, Mary (Lawrence) Shipp of
Princeville, Mike (Molly) Horrie of
Bradford, Nora (Greg) Smith of
Bradford, George (Alice) Horrie of
Kewanee, Paul Horrie of Jeromesville, Ohio, Clay Horrie of Silvis,
Sara Foster of Metamora, Steve
(Marie) Horrie of Princeville and
Lisa Miller of DeKalb; 2 step-sons,
Brad (Bridgette) Clements of Pekin
and Tyler (Miranda) Clements of
Bozeman, Mont.; 3 step-grandchildren, Isla, Moria and Declan Clements; and many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his
parents; one sister, Hazel (Randy)
Kiesewetter; and one brother, Chris.
Pat graduated from Bradford High
School in 1968. He went to work for
M&D Printing in Henry before joining the United States Army. He

served from March 1969 to December 1970, including a tour of duty
in Korea. Upon returning from overseas, he attended Illinois Valley Community College graduating with a
degree in Law Enforcement. Pat
worked as a Stark County Deputy
Sheriff until 1989. He then attended
the Illinois Conservation Police
Academy where he had a very successful career and retired in 2008.
After that he worked at Reiman’s
Harley-Davidson and eventually returned to law enforcement, where he
served as Chief of Police in Bradford
and most recently retired as a Stark
County Deputy Sheriff in July 2021.
Pat was most happy when he was
outside in the woods. He was an avid
deer, grouse and elk hunter. Most recently he hunted elk in Idaho with fellow conservation officers, camping in
the wilderness and being in nature's
elements. As John Muir said, “going
into the woods is going home.”
He enjoyed cutting wood, working
in the garden and trap shooting with
Cindi and friends at Peoria Skeet and
Trap. He loved hearing about Jamie’s
cattle shows, having bought her first
head and getting her started in the
show ring. He valued family and
friends and regularly swapped stories
at the local coffee shop.
Visitation will be at Haskell Funeral & Cremation Services, 101 S.
Galena Ave., Wyoming, IL 61491, on
Monday, Nov. 29, 2021, from 5-7
p.m. His funeral service will be at 10
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021, at Haskell Funeral & Cremation Services in
Wyoming and burial will follow at
the Osceola Grove Cemetery in rural
Bradford. Veronica Haskell, Certified
Funeral Celebrant, will officiate.
Seating within the funeral home is
limited. His service may be viewed
live in his Facebook Group “Patrick
Horrie Funeral Service.”
Memorial contributions may be
made to the OSF Richard L. Owens
Hospice Home, 8630 Il-91, Peoria,
IL 61615 or the Brimfield High
School Trap Team, 11226 N. Autumn
Trail, Brimfield, IL 61517.
The family would like to thank the
home for their compassionate and
tireless care in keeping Pat comfortable and free from pain during his
battle with ALS. We are eternally
grateful.
Condolences may be left for Pat’s
family on his tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

St. Dominic Church in Wyoming,
where she was a former member of
the choir, eucharistic minister, lector,
and taught CCD. Linda loved spending time with her nieces, nephews
and family.
Funeral Mass was Nov. 20, 2021,
at St. Dominic Church in Wyoming.
Fr. John Cyr officiated. Burial was at
the church cemetery. Visitation was
Nov. 20, 2021, at Haskell Funeral &
Cremation Services in Wyoming.
Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Dominic Church. Haskell
Funeral & Cremation Services in
Wyoming is assisting with arrangements. Condolences may be left for
Linda’s family on her tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

WYOMING – Linda Diane Johnston, 69, of Wyoming, passed away at
12:53 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 17,
2021, at Unity Point Methodist.
Linda was born on Jan. 8, 1952, in
Canton to Carlyle and Nancy (Clark)
Bird. She married Thomas Johnston
on June 27, 1981, in Wyoming. He
preceded her in death on Dec. 31,
1993.
Surviving are her
mother, Nancy;
son, Matthew
Johnston of Wyoming; one sister,
Kathy (Glenn)
Mendell of Ottawa; one brother,
Jim (Debbie) Bird Johnston
of Princeville; and
her nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her
father, Carlyle; infant daughter, Stacey; and brother, Daniel Bird.
Linda worked at Auto Owners Insurance Company as an underwriter
for 41 years. She was a member of

LOUISVILLE, Ky. – Fred Stevens,
80, of Louisville, Ky., died Thursday,
Nov. 18, 2021, at the home of his
daughter in Galva, Ill.
He was a devoted and loving husband of the late Marsha (Hughes) for
50 years, father to
Mark (Laura) and
Carey (Alan
Homer) and
brother to Linda
(Mike Kirchner).
Fred loved his
grandchildren;
Jason, Blake (Danielle), Justin and
Stevens
Hannah beyond
measure.
He was a fan of old movies and
music, particularly Neil Diamond.
He was a member of Our Mother of
Sorrows Parish and a 1959 graduate
of Trinity High School. Fred retired
from Westerfield-Bonte Printing
Company after 45 dedicated years.
A private service will be held at a
later date.

Linda D. Johnston

Roger A. Sherbeyn

LaFAYETTE – Roger A. Sherbeyn, 63, of LaFayette, died at 9:36
a.m., Friday, Nov. 19, 2021, at his
home.
Funeral services were held Nov. 24,
at Rux Funeral Home in Galva. Visitation was Nov. 23, at the funeral
home. Burial was to be at Evergreen
Memorial Gardens in rural Kewanee.
Memorials may be directed to the
LaFayette Fire Department.
Roger was born June 28, 1958, in
Galesburg, the son of Donald and
Marie (Erdman) Sherbeyn. Survivors
include his mother Marie; children
Brittany Sherbeyn of Galva and Cody
Sherbeyn of Moline; his brothers;
Pat (Gail), Terry,
Chris, Paul, Jeff
and Lee Sherbeyn;
sisters Karen, Jill,
and MaryJo; two
step-daughters
Amber and Tara;
and his granddaughter, Payton. Sherbeyn
He was preceded
in death by his father, his first wife
Roxanne, his second wife Libby and
his uncle John.
Roger graduated from Toulon High
School. He worked for Big River Resources in Galva where he was a material handler. He was an avid
outdoorsman and loved to fish and
camp at Hook & Bullet. Roger also
had a passion for riding Harley Davidsons and spending time with his
family and friends. He will be deeply
missed by those who knew him.
This obituary may be viewed and
private condolences left at ruxfuneralhome.com.

Fred Stevens
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Toulon United Methodist Church
Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483
(812) 698-9294
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages.
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am
Check us out on Facebook @
Toulon United Methodist Church

Elmira United Presbyterian Church
Rev. Art Blegen
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483
(309) 896-3481
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

The Gathering Church
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m.
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491
email: info@thegathering.life
web: https://www.thegathering.life/
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life

1st Congregational Church of Toulon
Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon
(309) 286-7340, Leave Message.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or
watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon

Galva Congregational Church
Pastor Josh Ryner
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434
(309) 932-3733
Service Time 10 a.m.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
"faith in truth"
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA
Main Service: Sun 10:30
New Preacher! Bryan Griem
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com

Wyoming Nazarene Church
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491
309-695-4523 leave message
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages
Sunday Worship: 11:00
Wednesday Night TBD
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz

First Congregational United Church
of Christ
Pastor Ross Wyman
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491
(309) 695-4091
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Check us out on Facebook
First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois

Toulon First Baptist Church
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon
(309) 286-4611
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m.
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m.
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com
www.ToulonBaptist.com
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance

Hill Church
Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist)
Sundays 9am • 10:30am (In-person and Streaming on Facebook)
HillChurchFamily.org
Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.
In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given
the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch.
Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.
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SPORTS: No starters back for SC girls
Continued from Page 12
County Wednesday, Bureau Valley Friday and
Elmwood on Saturday at 5
p.m. at the tournament.
Stark Co. Girls Basketball
With no starters back
from an 11-2 team that
placed second in the Lincoln Trail Conference,
Stark County girls coach
Scott Paxson is looking
down the road a bit.
“To start the year, our
strengths are yet to be determined as we have a
brand new team. We will
focus on defense to start
the season as we develop
offensively,” Paxson said.
“We hope to improve dur-

ing the season and be
ready to compete in the
LTC tournament and regional.”
Stark County has an
eight-player rotation that
consists of five juniors and
three sophomores. Paxson
said Kylee Frisby, Paige
Rewerts, Lauren West and
MacKenzie Tilch saw varsity time as sophomores.
The Lady Rebels started
0-3 at the Princeton Tournament, including a 45-13
loss to the host team on
Nov. 18 during which SC
struggled against a pressing defense.
But Stark came out much
better last Saturday against

Streator in a 45-26 victory.
Frisby led with 18 points,
Rewerts added 12 and
sophomore guard Morgan
Brooks tallied 10 for the
Lady Rebels.
Stark County plays next
on Dec. 2 at home vs. Illini
Bluffs. The Dec. 1 home
opener vs. Princeville was
called off due to a COVID
outbreak that sidelined
Princes’ teams until at least
Dec. 7.
Galva Boys Basketball
Galva lost its opener in
the ROWVA-Williamsfield
tourney, 63-42. Galva plays
Port Byron Riverdale Saturday at 10 a.m. and HenrySenachwine at 4 p.m.

November 19th 2021, admitting the
will to probate. Within 42 days after
the effective date of the original
order of admission you may file a
petition with the court to require
proof of the will by testimony of the
witnesses to the will in open court
or other evidence, as provided in
Section 6-21 of the Probate Act to
contest the validity of the will by
filing a petition with the court within
6 months after admission of the will
to probate.
Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Stark County
Circuit Clerk, Stark County
Courthouse, 130 West Main, Box
426, Toulon, IL 61483, or with the
representative’s, on or before the
later of 6 months from the first date
of publication in this estate, to wit:
May 26th 2022, or 3 months from
the date of mailing or delivery of
notice of death and the names and
addresses of the representative’s
and their attorney of record and any
claim not filed within that period is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days after it
has been filed.
The estate will be administered
without court supervision, unless
under Section 28-4 of the Probate
Act of 1975 (IL Rev. Stat., Ch 755
ILCS 5/28-4) any interested person

terminates independent
administration at any time by mailing
or delivering a petition to terminate
to the clerk. You may obtain a copy
of a Petition to Terminate
Independent Administration form
from the Clerk of Court at the above
address.
E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must
create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/serviceproviders.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need
additional help or have trouble efiling, visit www.illinoiscourt.gov
/faq/gethelp.asp, or talk with your
local circuit clerk’s office.
Dated this 23rd day of
November, 2021.
BRETT ADAM ALLEN
(Independent Representative)

LEGAL ADS
•••
PUBLIC NOTICE
That on 12/17/2021 a sale will be
held at 9:00a.m. at: Peed's Auto
Parts, 24868 State Highway 81,
Kewanee, IL 61443. All bids need to
be in writing, to sell the following
articles to enforce a lien existing
under laws of the State of Illinois
against such articles for labor,
services, skills ot material expended
upon or storage furnished for such
articles at the request of the
following designated person(s),
unless such articles are redeemed
within thirty (30) days of the
publication of this notice.
This notice is intent to enforce a
mechanic's lien pursuant to Chapter
770 ILCS 45/1 et seq.
Auction date 12/17/2021 @ 9am
at Peed's Auto Parts, 24868 State
Highway 81, Kewanee, IL 61443
Name of person(s) Montiey Flowers
and Arthur Thompson Jr
39 Acorn Ln
Waverly, TN 37185
Description of Article
1998 Saturn SW2
VIN 1G8ZK8273WZ152217
Amount owed $ 2913.77
Published 11/12, 11/19, 11/26/21
•••
PUBLIC NOTICE
That on 12/17/2021 a sale will be
held at 9:00a.m. at: Peed's Auto
Parts, 24868 State Highway 81,

Kewanee, IL 61443. All bids need to
be in writing, to sell the following
articles to enforce a lien existing
under laws of the State of Illinois
against such articles for labor,
services, skills ot material expended
upon or storage furnished for such
articles at the request of the
following designated person(s),
unless such articles are redeemed
within thirty (30) days of the
publication of this notice.
This notice is intent to enforce a
mechanic's lien pursuant to Chapter
770 ILCS 45/1 et seq.
Auction date 12/17/2021 @ 9am
at Peed's Auto Parts, 24868 State
Highway 81, Kewanee, IL 61443
Name of person(s) Patricia Hemphill
404 Cherry St
Port Byron, IL 61275
Description of Article
1993 Dodge D-series VIN
1B7HE16Y2PS101403 Amount
owed $1565.57
Published 11/12, 11/19, 11/26/21
•••
ASSUMED NAME
PUBLICATION NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that
on November 8, 2021, a certificate
was filed in the Office of the County
Clerk of Stark County, Illinois,
setting forth the names and postoffice addresses of all persons
owning, conducting and transacting
the business known as ROUGH AND

TUMBLED, located at 104 N. 7th St.,
Wyoming, IL 61491.
Dated November 8, 2021
/S/ Heather Hollis
County Clerk
Published 11/12, 11/19, 11/26/21
•••
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PHYLLIS J. FABRY
No. 2021-P-15
Notice is given of the death of
Phyllis J. Fabry. Letters of Office
were issued on August 20, 2021,
to Roger E. King, 508 N. Madison,
Wyoming IL 61491, as
Independent Executor, whose
attorney is Michael E. Massie,
Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. Box
205, Galva, Illinois 61434.
Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the Stark
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse,
Toulon, Illinois 61483, or with the
representative, or both, within six
months from the date of first
publication, the Bar Date, and any
claim not filed within that period is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within ten days
after it has been filed.
Massie & Quick, LLC

Attorney for Estate
115 Northwest Third Avenue
Galva, IL 61434
Telephone: (309) 932-2168
Published 11/26, 12/3, 12/10/21
•••
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
ELVA B. LOUDENBURG,
Case No. 2021-P-19
Deceased.
WILL NOTICE AND CLAIM NOTICE
– INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION
Notice is given of the death of
ELVA B. LOUDENBURG of
Courtyard Estate of Bradford, 100
Courtyard Blvd., Bradford, Stark
County, Illinois, 61421. Letters of
Office were issued on November
19th 2021 to BRET ADAM ALLEN as
Independent Representative, whose
attorney is The Rennick Law Firm,
P.C., Box 430, Toulon, IL 61483.
Notice is given to all interested
parties, heirs or legatees who are
named in a petition filed in the above
proceeding to probate a will and
whose names or addresses are not
stated in the petition to admit the
will to probate, including, but not
limited to, the unknown heirs at law,
if any, of the deceased in the above
named estate proceeding, that an
orders were entered by the court on

FOR ANSWERS
SEE PAGE 3
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By: /S/ Robert H. Rennick, Sr.
Robert H. Rennick, Sr.
THE RENNICK LAW FIRM, P.C.
P.O. Box 430
Toulon, Illinois 61483
Telephone: (309) 286-5921
Facsimile: (309) 286-59721
Published 11/26, 12/3, 12/10/21
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CLASSIFIED ADS - Call (309) 286-2185

FOR SALE
• U-CUT CHRISTMAS trees and
wreaths, free shake & bale,
Merkle Ridge Christmas Trees, 2
miles south of Tanners Orchard
on Rt. 40. Open Friday and Saturday 9-4, Sunday 12-4. For appointment call (309) 249-3140.”
• MUSHROOM COMPOST for
gardens, flowerbeds and lawns.
Black dirt, white rock. 1-3” slag
for driveways or landscapes. 1-3”
rejects. Ron & Sue Eberle. Delivery is available (309) 493-5881.

SERVICES

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD:
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 26% Tax Credit. Prices
start as low as $9,525! Call today
(309) 565-4300.
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All
Types of home re-modeling and
repair. No job too small! Carpentry, drywall, electrical, ceramic &
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
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ADVERTISE!
Call (309) 286-2185

tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 9953825.
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most
types of quality home remodeling
and repairs including doors, thermopane vinyl replacement windows, interior painting and
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over
25 years of experience. We also
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps
and more. Small jobs welcome!
Call me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette.
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos &
farm equipment. Total farm clean
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon
River Salvage (309) 299-8531.

FOR RENT

• TOULON: 415 W. Thomas,
small 3 bedroom, 1 bath home,
all appliances, $650 per month
plus deposit. Phone (309) 6781831 or (309) 286-7220.

ESTATE/GARAGE SALE
435 W. Holmes St., Oneida Fri. Dec. 3 & Sat. Dec. 4

Geraldine Miller Estate & Garage Sale: Friday, Dec. 3, 12 to 5 p.m., Saturday,
Dec. 4, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 435 W. Holmes St., Oneida. Sofa and loveseat,
coffee table and end tables, leather recliner, bedroom set w/queen bed,
dresser, bicycles, sewing machine with cabinet, hope chest, hutch, computer desk, tools, dishes, pictures and lots of misc.
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The Prairie News Sports

The Stark County varsity boys basketball team this year consists of: Front Row (left to right) - Ethan
Norsworthy, Jordan McCauley, Ethan Unhold, Blake Orwig, James Groter, Cameron Watson, Devon
Decker. Back Row (l to r) - Head Coach Dustin Browning, Jack Colgan, Ryne Hillan, Connor Wagenbach, Arvid Steudte, Xander Swank, Joey Harmon, Luke Rewerts, Daniel Kieser, Assistant Coach
John Groter and Assistant Coach Jim Langdon.

Stark Co. boys show promise

Lady Rebels field young team as basketball tips off
By JEFF LAMPE
For The Prairie News

Despite graduating three starters and
five key letterwinners, the Stark County
boys basketball team shows promise this
year according to Coach Dustin Browning.
“Really want to establish ourselves early
in the season as a fast, athletic team that
will compete and battle for the entire
game,” Browning said. “We have a lot of
players with athleticism and length.”
That showed up in the Rebels’ opener, as
Stark County (2-0) beat Wethersfield, 5134, in its first game at the Wally Keller Invitational in Kewanee.
The Rebels got balanced scoring in the
game, with five players tallying 8 or more
points: 6-foot-4 senior forward Blake
Orwig (11), 6-2 senior guard Ethan Unhold (10), 6-0 junior forward Daniel
Kieser (9), 6-0 sophomore guard Luke Rewerts (9) and 6-2 junior forward Joey Harmon (8). Browning expects more of the
same from Stark County.
“We have lots of depth, especially with
guards, and really have 11 guys that have
enough skill to be successful in a varsity

game,” Browning said. “We are very athletic and fast overall as a team. And we
have good enthusiasm and leadership
from the senior class looking to turn
things around at SC.”
The turnaround continued Tuesday at
Wethersfield, as the Rebels downed Annawan, 49-36. Leading 18-15 at halftime,
Stark County took control with a 17-10
run in the third quarter led by Rewerts
scoring 12 of his team-high 16 points. The
Rebels also got 13 points from Kieser and
8 points from Unhold.
Others who have seen plenty of time so
far are senior guard James Groter, the top
returning scorer after averaging 5.6 points
per game last year, 6-5 junior Xander
Swank and 6-3 German foreign exchange
student Arvid Steudte. Swank and Steudte
will be asked to help inside along Orwig,
the Rebels’ only true post player.
“We do not have a lot of post players
with experience, but the guys we have are
more athletic and able to score from more
spots on the floor than previous years,”
Browning said.
Stark County was to face Putnam
Continued on Page 10
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