
   Editor’s note: These are the last of 
the series of student interviews with 
local veterans published in honor of 
Veteran’s Day. 

An Infantry Hero 
By ETHAN GRINNELL 

   Many people have served in the 
military at some point in their life, 
and my father, Craig Grinnell, is one 
of those people. He began serving in 
the infantry as a PFC at age 20. He 
served in the U.S. and in the Saudi 
Arabian desert. He started serving 
because he wanted to give something 
new a try.  
   Craig was born in Pontiac, Mich., 
and grew up in Lapeer. During his 
youth, he enjoyed playing war games 
and Dungeons and Dragons. When 

he grew up, he enlisted in the mili-
tary. He felt excited to start serving 
for our country.  
   He started his service by getting 
basic training at Fort Benning, Ga. 
He received training for, and offi-
cially joined, the infantry. They wore 
camo uniforms and slept in tents 
when on the battlefield; otherwise, 
they slept in barracks. The rules were 
mostly strict, but on occasion, they 
were relaxed. Whenever he had free 
time, he liked relaxing at the park.     
   Around Labor Day of 1990, he and 
the infantry started heading over to 
Saudi Arabia to fight in Operation 
Desert Storm. They flew in a com-
mercial plane and landed at King 
Fahd International Airport. He was 

assigned to the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion and fought without a specific 
job. When he was on the field, he 
wrote to his friends whenever he 
could. Once the war was over, he 
flew back home on a commercial air-
line. He remained in the military for 
six months after that. His most ex-
hausting experience, outside of the 
war, was going to Florida to train for 
36 hours at night.  
   When he was discharged, he went 
to the University of Michigan in Flint 
to train for a new job. He met his 
wife when he was online and they 
got married in 2002. He currently 
lives in Speer, with his wife and four 
kids, and he works for the post office 

By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – One day 
after the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion recommended that chil-
dren between the ages of 5 and 
11 receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine manufactured by Pfizer 
and BioNTech, the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health 
adopted the same recommen-
dations Wednesday.  
   That vaccine had previously 
been approved for people 12 
years of age and older. The 
U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration authorized its emer-
gency use for 5- to 
11-year-olds last week, and the 
CDC made the recommenda-
tion official Tuesday night.  
   IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike said medical experts 
have reviewed data from clini-
cal trials that included more 

than 3,000 children, leading to 
the CDC recommendation. 
Those trials showed the vac-
cine to be more than 90 per-
cent effective in preventing 
COVID-19 in children in the 
age group.   
   Children in the trials saw the 
same side effects as adoles-
cents and adults but to a lesser 
extent, according to IDPH. 
The side effects included in-
jection site pain, redness and 
swelling, fatigue, headache, 
muscle or joint pain, chills, 
and fever. They generally 
lasted one to two days.      
   State officials have urged 
parents with questions or who 
are wishing to vaccinate their 
children to call their pediatri-
cian’s office to learn more.  
   Pediatric COVID-19 vacci-
nations will also be available 
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Bleeding FFA blue 
Aupperle earns honor from ag group  

Illinois recommends 
vaccine for ages 5-11

A LIFE DEDICATED TO FFA

Continued on Page 7

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Eldon R. “Bud” 
Aupperle has dedicated his life to 
advancing the Future Farmers of 
America program from the na-
tional to the local levels.  
   His association with FFA began 
in 1946 when he joined the FFA 
at Fairbury Township High 
School as a freshman. It was then 
that his Ag teacher and FFA 
teacher, Robert Maurer, signifi-
cantly influenced Aupperle for 
the rest of his life.  
   “We had a super fantastic Ag 
teacher. I became very active in 
FFA although I had three brothers 
[Elias, Willis and Elmer] who 
were in FFA, but they never 
really got that excited about it,” 
Aupperle said. 

   Aupperle has attended 49 na-
tional FFA conventions during his 
lifetime, but decided against at-
tending his 50th, on Oct. 28, be-
cause of health reasons. He was 
subsequently awarded the 
Forever Blue Circle membership 
award for his planned gift to FFA, 
a percentage of his estate. 
   In his stead, Aupperle made ar-
rangements for his great-great 
nephew, John Aupperle, president 
of the Maroa-Forsyth FFA chap-
ter, in Maroa, to represent him 
and wife, Virginia. This is another 
FFA award among the many 
Aupperle has achieved during his 
years in FFA. He received the 
VIP Citation award in 2016 and 
the Honorary National FFA mem-
bership award, as well. 
   Aupperle is a charter member 

of the National FFA Alumni As-
sociation and has served as its 
president and secretary. He has 
been State chairman for two 
years in a row of the Illinois FFA 
Foundation, a fundraising organi-
zation for the FFA chapters. In 

Continued on Page 2

Stark Co. students learn from local veterans

LaDon Workman’s 8th grade English classes at Stark County Jun-
ior High were honored to conduct interviews with local veterans to 
record the oral history that only they can supply. Students learned 
many things and recorded their thoughts in their own words. The 
Prairie News is proud to share the stories of these local veterans 
between now and Veteran’s Day.

Aupperle



addition, Aupperle has been a na-
tional sponsor of the foundation for 
56 years. 
   In 1947, Aupperle received a Santa 
Fe Railway award that made it pos-
sible for him to attend his first FFA 
National convention, in Kansas City.     
   “That was my first time away from 
home and that’s when I decided that I 
wanted to give other young people 

the same opportunity,” Aupperle ex-
plained. 
   Aupperle is an Army veteran and 
received his Master of Ag Education 
from the University of Illinois. In 
1958, he created the agriculture pro-
gram and FFA chapter at Warren 
High School, near Monmouth, that is 
now part of the United School Dis-
trict. He taught there through 1964. 
   In 1967, Aupperle was hired at the 

Black Hawk College East Campus, 
near Kewanee, when that institution 
was formed. There he developed the 
now nationally recognized agricul-
ture program. He retired in 1988 and 
was named professor emeritus. 
   Aupperle was born on a livestock 
farm near Fairbury to immigrant par-
ents Ernest [Germany] and Lena 
[Switzerland], in 1932. He also has a 
sister, Anna.
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AUPPERLE: State chairman of FFA Foundation
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VACCINE: Mandate for kids up to General Assembly
at local health departments, many 
pharmacies, Federally Qualified 
Health Centers, and from other pro-
viders who offer the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine, according to a news 
release.  
   That includes about 2,200 pediatric 
providers in Illinois who have al-
ready enrolled in the state immuniza-
tion registry and can administer 
COVID-19 vaccines.   
   IDPH said more than 1,200 youth 
vaccination events have been held or 
are scheduled, and the department 
continues to work with schools to 
schedule more.  
   While children don’t often get se-

vere COVID-19, Ezike said, it is still 
possible, and infected children play a 
major role in disease spread.  
   “We need as many people as pos-
sible, including children, to be vacci-
nated to stop the spread of the virus 
and end this pandemic,” she said in 
the news release.     
   Last week, Gov. JB Pritzker said 
the state expects to receive 306,000 
doses, with another 73,000 going to 
the city of Chicago and 100,000 
doses to pharmacies. 
   In a Tuesday news conference be-
fore the approval, Pritzker and Ezike 
said it is premature to talk about 
mandating the vaccine for children in 
order for them to attend school. Such 

a decision would have to wait at least 
for full CDC and FDA approval, not 
just emergency use authorization.  
   Pritzker also said that decision 
would be up to the General As-
sembly. 
   “We require lots of vaccinations, as 
you know, when kids go to school al-
ready, to make sure that kids don’t 
get polio, to make sure they don’t get 
measles and mumps and rubella and 
so on,” he said. 
   Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan news service covering state 
government and distributed to more than 
400 newspapers statewide. It is funded 
primarily by the Illinois Press Founda-
tion and the Robert R. McCormick Foun-
dation. 

Continued from Page 1
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Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   10-17 - Kavon A. Russell - Unlaw-
ful possession of cannabis. 
   10-30 - Hunter C. Easterberg - 
Driving 15-20 mph above limit. 
   10-26 - Juan A. Amperez-Ruiz - 
Driving 15-20 mph above limit. 
   10-25 - Paulo Castro - Driving 15-
20 mph above limit. 
   10-25 - Timothy L. Postin - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   10-31 - Melanie G. Sadowski - Op-
erating an uninsured vehicle, failure 
to signal and driving on a suspended 
license. 
   10-25 -Veronica Sierra Mejia - 
Speeding 26-34 mph over limit. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
   10-29 - DUI Traffic - Gavin J. L. 
Abbott - Driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol and driving 
under the influence of alcohol with 
a blood alcohol concentration over 
.08. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   10-20 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred on Wallace Highway at 4:20 
p.m. Drivers involved were Mark W. 
Voland, 63, of Farmington and Don-
ald J. Adams, 45, of Toulon. Both 
drivers were travelling north when 
Adams slowed down to make a left 
turn into a farm field entrance. Voland 
was behind Adams when he re-
portedly failed to reduce speed, but 
then attempted to pass and struck the 
vehicle in front of him. Voland re-
portedly lost control before leaving 
the roadway and coming to a rest in a 
corn field. No injuries were reported, 
but Voland was cited for failure to re-
duce speed to avoid an accident. 
   10-26 - Timothy L. Cravens, 36, 
Toulon, was arrested for driving 
while his license was suspended and 
for driving without vehicle insurance. 
He was also found wanted on a Peoria 
County warrant. He posted bond and 
was released with a court date to ap-
pear. 
   10-29 - Gavin J. Abbott, 19, Prince-
ville, was cited for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident, driving 
under the influence, and for driving 
under the influence with a blood alco-
hol content over .08. He posted $100 
cash bond and was released with a 
court date to appear. 
   10-30 - Chase K. Morrissey, 29, 
Toulon, was issued a notice to appear 
for possession of heroin. 
   10-30 - Stephanie M. Miller, 32, 
Washington, was ticketed for not hav-
ing a valid driver’s license. 

   10-31 - Jorge 
L. Quintero, 18, 
Peoria, was ar-
rested for driv-
ing without a 
valid driver’s li-
cense, speeding 
68 mph in a 55 
zone, and failure to dim headlights 
when required. He was released with 
a notice to appear. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   10-25 - met with a resident at the 
Galva Police Dept. in reference to a 
report involving identity theft.  
   10-25 - to the parking lot at the 
high school in reference to a two-ve-
hicle crash with damage only. A 
crash report was completed. 
   10-26 - to the 500 block of NW 8th 
St. for a domestic dispute. As the re-
sult, Rebecca Muckey, 33, Galva, 
was arrested on a Knox County war-
rant for failure to appear on the 
charge of driving while suspended. 
She was released with a required 
court date. 
  10-26 - to the 400 block of SE 3rd 
St. for an attempted phone scam re-
port. 
  10-26 - to the 100 block of SW 10th 
Ave. for threat complaints through 
social media. 
   10-27 - to Wiley Park for a com-
plaint involving two dogs possibly 
fighting. Officer was unable to lo-
cate. 
   10-27 - Officer spoke with a sub-
ject by telephone about an ongoing 
harassment issue in reference to a 
custody dispute. 
   10-27 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 500 block of SE 2nd St., 
Dakota Hill, 29, Moline, was arrested 
on a Henry County warrant for fai-
lure to appear on a traffic charge of 
having an expired registration. He 
was able to post bond and was re-
leased. 
   10-28 - Officer met with a resident 
at the Galva Police Dept. in reference 
to a battery complaint. 
   10-28 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd 
St. to assist a motorist. 
   10-28 - to the 200 block of NW 3rd 
Ave. for a complaint involving dam-
age to a door. It was determined to be 
weather related due to high winds. 
   10-29 - to a single-vehicle accident 
in the 900 block of SE 2nd St. A mo-
torist had driven off the road. They 
were able to get the vehicle removed 
with no damage. 
   10-30 - to the 1000 block of West 
Division Street to check the welfare 
of dogs that appeared to be aban-
doned at a residence. As the result, 
Haley Selman, 23, Galva, was ar-
rested for two counts of animal 

cruelty. The dogs were impounded 
for treatment. She was released with 
a required court date. 
   10-30 - to the 500 block of Swank 
St. for a dog-bite complaint. A sub-
ject was bitten by a family dog. 
   10-30 - Officer recognized a 
wanted subject in the 500 block of 
SE 2nd St. As the result, Kayla 
Snider, 31, Galva, was arrested on a 
Henry County warrant for failure to 
appear on the charge of DUI-drugs. 
She was transported to the Galva Po-
lice Dept. for processing and later re-
leased after posting bond. 
   10-31 - to the 500 block of NW 4th 
Ave. along with the fire dept. and 
Stark County Medic for a natural gas 
leak. Ameren was contacted. 
   10-31 - to the 100 block of NW 7th 
Ave. for a loud music complaint. 
   10-27 - Scott Foster, 50, William-
field, was issued a citation for operat-
ing a vehicle with expired 
registration in the 200 block of Ex-
change St. 
   10-27 - Ronald Bombliss, 62, 
Galva, was issued a citation for im-
proper use of registration and operat-
ing an uninsured vehicle in the 800 
block of SE 2nd St. 
   10-27 - Jamar Whiteside-Banks, 
26, Galva, was issued citations for 
speeding 26-35 mph over the limit 
and operating an uninsured vehicle in 
the 600 block of South Center Ave. 
   10-29 - Audri Roberts, 18, Kewa-
nee, was issued a citation for operat-
ing an uninsured vehicle in the 700 
block of North Center Ave.  
   10-31 - Troy McGee, 31, Geneseo, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1000 block of North Center Ave. 
   10-31 - Jeremiah Sall, 38, Galva, 
was issued a citation for disobeying a 
stop sign at the intersection of NW 
8th Ave. and West Division St. 

Property Transfers 
   10-25 - Vicky S. Heron and Gwen 
J. Wallace to Jeffrey I. and Zachary 
L. Nelson - Pt 11-13-5 SW - Cosid-
eration= $669,204. 
   10-25 - Morton Community Bank 
to David S. and Jessica J. Braker - 
Pt 35-12-7 SW - 16395 Township 
Road 00 N Speer  - Consideration = 
$180,000. 
   10-28 - Eugena L. Bickett to Me-
lissa Baker Stevens - Scott & Wri-
gley Add’n - Pt block 1 lot 1 - 413 
N. Main Ave., Wyoming - Consid-
eration = $34,000. 

Marriages 
   10-29 - Darci Lynn Bankes, 
Princeton, and Shannon Lee 
Krause, Wyoming.

PUBLIC RECORD

ADVERTISE (309) 286-2185
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except the last 
week of December and a week 
in July) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elm-
wood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad & Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - 
Angie Stange 
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Carol Townsend 

   The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mon-
days by 3 p.m. The Prairie News 
encourages readers to submit 
news for publication. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
that part of an ad in which the 
error occured. 
   The Prairie News is a member 
of the Illinois Press Association.
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Cresting the wave, looking into a trough
   There’s no good time for bad 
news. Most farmers and ranchers, 
however, prefer to hear it sooner 
than later to factor it into the day or 
season’s plan. 
    Maybe that’s why our good 
friends at farmdocDaily, the online 
consortium of Land Grant extension 
specialists hosted by the University 
of Illinois, re-
leased a “Stress 
Test of 2022 
Crop Returns” in 
late August: they 
want corn and 
soybean farmers 
to begin to focus 
on what a return 
to “average” 
could bring after 
three years of 
government payments and wild 
market swings. 
   Their collective view is clear. 
“Positive returns are projected for 
both” 2022 corn and soybeans 
“given a $4.25 corn price and 
$12.00 soybean price...” But lower 
prices for both, such as a “return to 
2014-2019 prices,” they warn, will 
bring “meager incomes, and pos-
sible pressures for another round of 
ad hoc Federal payments.” 
   That’s Extension-speak for, “So 
far, so good but this could go south 
in a hurry.” (Links to farmdocDaily 
bulletins and tables cited here, in-
cluding all imputed costs, are posted 
at farmandfoodfile.com.) 
   For example, if 2022 corn prices 
average $4.50 per bushel compared 
to this year’s estimated $5.25, and 
yields drop from today’s 235 bu. 
average to a normal 220 bu., the es-

timated “farmer return” per acre col-
lapses from a thick $343 now to a 
skinny $20 next year. 
    A continued strong market in soy, 
however, would soothe that bruise. 
According to the analysts, if 2022 
bean prices average $12.00 per bu., 
just $1 under 2021’s projected aver-
age price, per acre bean profits slip 
from a fat $294 to a still-plump 
$122. 
    That means a central Illinois 
“high productivity… 50% corn, 
50% soybean rotation” this year will 
“return $315 per acre, a record level 
exceeding the previous high of $290 
per acre set in 2011.” 
    But $4.50-corn and $12-beans in 
2022 means the “projected farmer 
returns” on the same 50/50 rotation 
would be “$71 per acre,” a whop-
ping $244 an acre less but still three 
times the paper thin, 2014-to-2019 
average of $25 per acre. 
    That’s the still-good news; here’s 
the potentially bad: “While returns 
are projected positive for 2022, rel-
atively small declines in prices 
could cause returns to be negative.” 
    If, for example, 2022 corn prices 
average $4.41 per bu. and bean 
prices average $10.23 per bu. or 
lower, farmer “returns would be 
negative on cash rented land…” 
   Lower crop prices, though, aren’t 
the only reason. Crop input prices 
for 2022, especially fertilizer, are far 
higher and, too, for the first time in 
years there will be no “ad hoc Fed-
eral payments.” 
   While no one can say where fertil-
izer prices will top out – potash, ni-
trogen, and diammonium phosphate, 
or DAP, are now at record levels 

and rising – we do know that federal 
payments to productive, central Illi-
nois farms averaged from 2018-20, 
respectively, $1, $110, and $68 an 
acre for corn while soybean pay-
ments were $122, $94, and $45 an 
acre those same years. 
   Nationwide, that’s billions more in 
tomorrow’s production costs and 
tens of billions less in yesterday’s 
government payments. 
   And what do the number gurus see 
for per-acre returns if U.S. markets 
revisit “2014-2019 average prices of 
$3.64 per bu. [for corn] and $9.91 
per bu. [for soybeans]”? 
   In a word, disaster. “At those 
prices, the average return for corn is 
-$164 per acre and -$17 per acre for 
soybeans. The 50-50 rotation return 
is -$86 an acre, well below all re-
turns since 2000.” 
   While no one predicts that hap-
pening, the analysts are quick to 
point out that corn prices averaged 
$3.49 per bu. in 2016 and soybeans 
averaged  “$9.39 per bu… in 
2018...” 
   Still, the farmdocDaily pros are 
suggesting that U.S. corn and soy-
bean farmers now are riding a high-
profit wave that’s probably already 
crested. Whatever comes next in-
cludes the words “lower and less.” 
   And “Cowabunga!” 

© 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, events and contact informa-
tion are posted at 
www.farmandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT
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Lane and Perkins retire 
from Elmira board 
   John Lane and Larry Perkins re-
tired from the Elmira Township 
Board this spring and were pre-
sented with clocks to thank them for 
their service. Lane and Perkins have 
served 40 years, collectively, on the 
Elmira Township board. 
   Lane served as Township Supervi-
sor and Perkins served as township 
clerk. They both served on the Os-
ceola and Elmira Township Multi 
Township Assessing District. 
OSF Galva Clinic adds 
four new exam rooms 
   GALVA – The Galva Clinic, lo-
cated at 230 S. Exchange, has re-
cently added four new exam rooms 
as Dr. Andrew J. Peterson joins the 
practice. Dr. Peterson works Tues-
day and Fridays in Galva. 
   Physicians Assistant David D. 
Morland, in his 22nd year at the 
clinic, and Melissa Mundwiler, 
APRN, who works in the Galva of-
fice on an as-needed basis, are 
among the clinic’s six employees. 
   The facility does physicals, sports 
physicals, blood draws, sees new 
patients, immunizations, wellness 
checkups, flu and COVID vaccina-
tions, and COVID tests. The clinic 
is open Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Galva Legion presents 
Veterans Day program 
   GALVA – The Galva American 
Legion will host its annual Veterans 
Day program on Thursday, Nov. 11, 
at Galva Veterans Park. 
   The program includes Aric Bur-
horn, the vocalist, Olaf Collinson 
playing Taps, Cliff Wright the MC,  
John Holevoet with the prayers and 

a not-yet-announced speaker from 
the Rock Island Arsenal. After the 
program, chili will be served at no 
charge at the Legion on Wallace 
Street. Everyone is invited. 
First and Grace UMC 
hosts Thanksgiving 
   GALVA – Galva First United 
Methodist and Grace United Meth-
odist will host a Thanksgiving 
Hunger Dinner on Sunday, Nov. 21, 
from 4 to 6:30 p.m. at 2nd St. and 
2nd Ave. Dine in, carry out and de-
livery is available. For delivery call 
(309) 932-2460 by Nov. 19. For de-
livery orders on Nov. 21 call (309) 
932-3255 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Fox Ellis portrays  
first state entomologist 
   BISHOP HILL – In the last pro-
gram of the 2021 Dairy Building 
Program Series celebrating Bishop 
Hill’s 175th Anniversary, Brian 
“Fox” Ellis, professional storyteller 
and historian, will perform as Ben-
jamin Dann Walsh, the first State 
Entomologist of Illinois who lived 
just outside the Bishop Hill Colony.  
Ellis will provide an outsider’s view 
of the Bishop Hill Colony. 
   This free program is free and open 
to the public, and starts at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 13, at the Dairy 
Building, 410 N. Erickson St., 
Bishop Hill. 
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Pictured at left is Andrew J. Peterson, MD 
and at right is David D. Morland, PA , of the 
OFS Galva Clinic.

Answers on Page 3

BRIEFS

Card of Thanks 
FAMILY OF DWAIN JACOBSON 

The Dwain Jacobson family would like to thank everyone for their prayers, 
flowers, cards, calls, food and donations to the Alzheimer’s Association during 
our recent loss of Dwain - husband, dad and grandpa. Your thoughtfulness is 
genuinely appreciated.  

Sincerely, Del 
Diane, Dan & Denise and Families 

Pictured from left to right are John Lane 
and Larry Perkins. Both men recently retired 
from the Elmira Township board after serv-
ing 40 years, collectively.
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VETERANS: South Dakota was impressive
as his job today.  
   Even though he never 
got to serve in any of the 
major wars, I am still glad 
he was there to serve his 
nation. He should be re-
membered and honored as 
a hero for our country. 
Thank you Dad, and thank 
you for what you have 
done for us all.  

Veteran Katie Holland 
By CLAIRE BOWSER 

   Kathleen A. Holland 
served in the U.S. Air 
Force during Desert Storm, 
known as the Gulf War. 
She was in the medical 
field and has served in 
Texas, Mississippi, New 
Hampshire, South Dakota 
and Illinois. She was 23 
years old when she was 
commanded. Katie was a 
direct commission to the 

Air Force Officer Medical 
Camp. Once she joined, 
she felt proud and nervous. 
She said that we have 
much to be thankful for 
and thought that this was a 
way to give back.  
   Katie grew up in Brad-
ford. She went to school at 
Marycrest College because 
she wanted a Bachelor of 
Science in nursing.  
   “It was hard, but I 
learned a lot,” she said 
about school. Before she 
joined the military, she was 
already a registered nurse.  
   Katie kept in touch with 
a friend she made because 
she was such an inspira-
tion. Sadly, her friend 
passed away due to lung 
cancer after being exposed 
to a toxic environment dur-
ing a deployment in Iraq. 
Katie’s hours were shift 

work and she was always 
on call. “Got to love Air 
Force regulations,” Katie 
said about the rules.  
   The weather was a vari-
ety of bitter winter in New 
Hampshire to sweltering 
heat in Mississippi and 
Texas. Her most interesting 
experience was when she 
had to take a mother and 
her small child for ad-
vanced medical care. They 
got to ride in a private jet.  

   One place that impressed 
her was when she was sta-
tioned in South Dakota. 
She got to see the Black 
Hills and Mount Rush-
more. 
   Katie is now retired and 
has two children. Katie is 
very sweet, kind, and she 
is the best. She has contrib-
uted so much to this coun-
try. I just want to thank 
Katie for her service and 
everything she has done.

Continued from Page 1

Card of Thanks 
Shafer 

Thank you to all who remembered me with cards, 
flowers and kind words of sympathy after the 
passing of my brother, they were all greatly 
appreciated. 

Julie Shafer
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Service line protection available for Galva homeowners
   GALVA – The City of Galva has 
partnered with Service Line War-
ranties of America (SLWA) to offer 
protection for homeowners for ex-
ternal water and sewer lines. The 
coverage is voluntary and available 
at affordable monthly or annual 
prices.  
   “In today’s economy, it’s impor-
tant for the City to help home-
owners find affordable protection 
for their own private aging infras-
tructure,” said Mayor Rich Volkert. 
“Through this program, home-
owners are more likely to report 
problems without fear of expensive 
repairs. Protecting our environment 
and precious resources through a 

single-call enrollment process is 
very convenient for busy home-
owners.”  
   The SLWA Service Line Warranty 
Program protects against leaks, 
breaks and clogs due to normal 
wear and tear, age, ground shifting 
and tree root intrusion. If a cus-
tomer’s line is in need of repair, a 
simple call to the SLWA 24-hour 
hotline will dispatch a local, li-
censed contractor familiar with 
local code. The program provides 
up to $8,500 per incident for exter-
nal water and sewer line repairs. 
There are no annual or lifetime 
limits, service fees or deductibles. 
   “Homeowners believe that the 

pipes located on their property will 
last forever or that the City will re-
pair the line if it breaks,”said David 
Dyer, City Administrator. “That’s 
simply not the case. Many factors 
contribute to the life expectancy of 
a line such as tree root intrusion, 
ground shifting, weather and age – 
all factors which are covered 
through the Service Line Warranties 
of America protection program.”  
   This program is offered at no cost 
to the city and no public funds are 
used to promote or administer the 
program.  
   For questions  or to enroll, please 
contact SLWA at (844) 257-8796 or 
visit www.slwofa.com.  



Bonnie J. Anderson 
   GALVA – Bonnie J. (Ferris) Ander-
son, 97, of Galva, died at 8 a.m., Fri-
day, Oct. 29, 2021, at the Kewanee 
Care Home. 
   Funeral services were held at 10 
a.m., Tuesday, 
Nov. 2, at Rux Fu-
neral Home in 
Galva with Pastor 
Don Reul and Rev. 
Bryan Griem offi-
ciating. Visitation 
was held from 5-7 
p.m., Monday at 
the funeral home. 
Burial was in 
Galva Cemetery. Memorials may be 
directed to the First Baptist Church in 
Galva. 
   Bonnie was born Jan. 25, 1924, in 
Galesburg, the daughter of Clark 
Western and Alice (Hendricks) Fer-
ris. Bonnie graduated Salutatorian of 
Oquawka High School, Class of 
1942. 
   After graduation, Bonnie moved to 
the Catherine Club in Galesburg and 
worked as a secretary for a Red and 
White grocery store distributer. At 
the Catherine Club, she met Millie 
Browne, who was dating Robert 
“Bob” Peck of Galva. Millie and Bob 
introduced Bonnie to Bob’s best 
friend, Irving “Ike” Anderson from 
Galva. Bonnie and Ike married in a 
blizzard on March 4, 1952. Bonnie 
and Ike were married for 51 years 
until his death on Oct. 9, 2003.  
   She was also preceded in death by 
a daughter, Patricia, her parents, two 
sisters, Betty (Shorty) Groom and 
Darlene Lester and a brother, Walter 
Ferris. Survivors include her son, 
Alan (Marie) Anderson and a daugh-
ter, Nancy (Lynn) Sutton, her grand-
children, Joshua (Jenny Curtis) 
Sutton, Valerie (Logan) Currier, Na-
talie Sutton Collins, Benjamin An-
derson and Emma Anderson, great 
grandchildren, Alayna and Eleanor 
Sutton, Aubree Curtis, Presleigh Cur-
rier and Baby Currier, due in Feb., a 
sister, Cassilee Mabey and a brother, 
Clark “Bill” Ferris. 
   Bonnie was a faithful member of 
the Galva Baptist Church for 60 
years with 50 years of perfect atten-
dance. She was an excellent cook, 
gardener and seamstress. She espe-
cially enjoyed spending time with her 
family. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-

funeralhome.com. 
Gerald L. Kieser 

   WYOMING – Gerald L. Kieser, 
83, of Wyoming, Ill., passed peace-
fully at 7:28 p.m. Friday, Oct. 29, 
2021, at UnityPoint Health - Proctor 
in Peoria. He was born Feb. 9, 1938, 
in Speer, Ill., to Samuel and Lucille 
(Spahr) Kieser. He married Wilma A. 
Moser on Feb. 14, 1960, in Elgin, 
Ill., and she survives. 
   Also surviving are 4 sons, Joseph 
(Geraldine), Robert (Kelly), both of 
Wyoming, Matthew (Tracy) of Brad-
ford and Bradley (Rachel) of Wyo-
ming; 3 daughters, Barbara (Leslie) 
Fehr of Bradford, Mary Ann (Craig) 
Wettstein of Gridley and Donna 
(Philip) Nenadov of Wyoming; 27 
grandchildren; 7 great-grandchildren; 
three sisters, Bertha Jean Herrmann, 
Darlene “Jane” (Marvin) Leman both 
of Princeville, and Bonnie Kieser of 
Peoria; and 1 sister-in-law Shirley 
Kieser of Princeville. 
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents; two brothers, David and 
Loris; one sister-in-law, Martha 
Kieser; and one brother-in-law, Harry 
Herrmann.  
   Gerald was a lifelong farmer in the 
Wyoming area. Faith in God and 
Jesus was an important part of his 
life, being baptized June 2, 1957. He 
leaves behind a legacy of love and 
faith to his children and grandchil-
dren.  
   He was a faithful member of the 
Apostolic Christian Church in Brad-
ford where his funeral was at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 3, 2021. Ministers 
of the church officiated. Visitation 
was from 3 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. and 6-8 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021, at Has-
kell Funeral & Cremation Services in 
Princeville. Additional visitation was 
from 9-9:45 a.m. at the church imme-
diately prior to the funeral on Wed-
nesday. Burial was in the Apostolic 
Christian Cemetery in Bradford. Ger-
ald’s funeral may also be viewed live 
at www.youtube.com/channel/UCY-
IejhjwZR_lp2rDDN6aKLA/videos?v
iew=572.  
   Memorials may be made to Apos-
tolic Christian Skylines, 7023 NE 
Skyline Drive, Peoria IL 61614.  
   Condolences may be left for Ger-
ald’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com.family on 
his tribute wall at www.haskellfun-
eral.com. 

Doris D. Plotner 
   BRADFORD – Doris D. Plotner, 

92, of Bradford passed away at Ke-
wanee Home Care on Sunday, Oct. 
31, 2021, at 1:18 p.m.  
   Doris was born Nov. 21, 1928, to 
Robert and Freeda (Sanders) Leadley 
in Wyoming, Ill. She married Harold 
R. Plotner Oct. 24, 1951, in Brad-
ford, Ill. Harold preceded her in 
death in 2009. 
   Surviving are four sons, Harold 
“Butch” (Dorothy) Plotner of Brad-
ford, Kevin Plotner of Bradford, Kim 
Plotner of Bradford and Kent Plotner 
of Kewanee; one daughter, Faith 
Vaughn of Edelstein; five grandchil-
dren, Dan (Faith) Plotner, Wes Plot-
ner and Erik Plotner, Aaron (Becky) 
Vaughn and Ryan Vaughn; six great-
grandchildren, Lucy, Lucas, Linus 
and Leia Plotner, Yosef Plotner, and 
Adalynn Vaughn; and one sister, Car-
ole Fischer. 
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband, Harold; daugh-
ter, Charity Plotner; three sisters, 
Lois Chapman, Auliece Olson and 
Gayle Harrison; and one brother, 
Franklyn Leadley. 
   Doris graduated from Wyoming 
High School in April 1946. She then 
graduated from Liberty Beauty 
School in Peoria in December of 
1946. She was a beautician in Brad-
ford for many years and later re-
ceived her Teacher’s License to teach 
Beauty Culture in 1968. 
   Doris was a longtime member of 
Leet Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Bradford and served on 
many church committees. She also 
played the piano and organ for 
church services. 
   Doris was an active TOPS member 
and became a lifelong KOPS 
member and served many roles in 
that organization. 
   Memorials may be directed to the 
Bradford Fire Department, or Leet 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 
Bradford.  
   The immediate family will have a 
private graveside service and burial 
will be in the Bradford Cemetery in 
Bradford, with Rev. Jan Ringenberg, 
officiating. There will be no other 
services in accordance with Doris’ 
wishes. 
   Online condolences may be sent to 
www.grant-johnsonfh.com.

More Obituaries, Page 10
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church 
  

Elmira United Presbyterian Church  
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 

(309) 286-7340, Leave Message. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 

watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  
 

Galva Congregational Church  
Pastor Josh Ryner 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 
 

First Congregational United Church  
of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
 Hill Church 

Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 

Sundays 9am • 10:30am (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 
HillChurchFamily.org 

Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE  

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES

ADVERTISE (309) 286-2185

Anderson
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FOR ANSWERS  
SEE PAGE 3

 LEGAL ADS 

OBITUARIES
Roger B. Potter 

   WYOMING – Roger B. 
Potter, Sr., 61, of Wyoming, 
passed away 
at 3:02 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 
26, 2021, at 
UnityPoint 
Health Meth-
odist in Peo-
ria. Roger 
was born on 
Nov. 30, 
1959, in Peo-

ria, the son of Milton B. and 
Mary L. (Allsup) Potter. He 
married Patricia L. (Foster) 
Potter on May 13, 1978, in Oak 
Hill; she survives.  
   Also surviving are his mother, 
Mary Potter of Wyoming; three 
children, Roger B. (Carolyn) 
Potter, Jr. of Wyoming, Kristina 
(Joseph) Avery of Wyoming, 
and Cody (BreAnna) Potter of 
Toulon; nine grandchildren, Sa-
vannah, Tessah, and Weston B. 
Potter, Dawson and Alyssa 

Dyken, Jaxson Avery, and 
Adley, Layla, and Landyn 
Potter; six siblings, Susie (Paul) 
Lantz of Wyoming, Marvin 
(Lisa) Potter of Wyoming, Jeff 
(Marlena) of Livermore, Calif., 
Teresa (Kevin) Foster of Wil-
liamsfield, Rolly (Jenn) Potter 
of Princeville, and Michele 
(Bob) Bohm of Wyoming; one 
adopted brother, Aaron Robbins 
of Chillicothe; and many aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews and 
cousins.  

   He was preceded in death by 
his father, Milton; his sister, 
Elizabeth “Ebbie” Potter-Agui-
lar; and brother, Ronnie “Roco” 
Potter.  
   Roger was owner and oper-
ator of Potter & Sons Blacktop-
ping, Inc. in Wyoming for 35 
years. He was an avid motor-
cycle rider and member of the 
AOA Outlaws and president of 
the Northwest Crew in Wyo-
ming. He loved hunting and 
fishing.  

   Roger’s family was his world. 
He was a loving husband of 43 
years, and he treasured the time 
spent with his children and 
grandchildren.  
   His visitation will be from 4-7 
p.m. Friday, Nov, 5, 2021, at 
Haskell Funeral & Cremation 
Services in Wyoming. Burial 
will be Saturday, Nov. 6, 2021, 
in Wyoming Cemetery.  
   Condolences may be left for 
Roger’s family on his tribute 
wall at www.haskellfuneral.com.

Potter
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Stark County XC season ends at sectional
By JEFF LAMPE 

For The Prairie News 

   OREGON – Despite run-
ning her best race ever on 
the challenging new sec-
tional course here, Stark 
County senior Ashley Or-
rick narrowly missed ad-
vancing to the Class 1A 
state cross country meet 
last Saturday. 
   Orrick placed 29th out of 
148 finishers overall in 
21:31 on the 3.1-mile 
course for the Lady 
Rebels, who placed 12th as 
a team. Alex Welch (64th, 
18:54), the first SC boys 
runner to compete in a sec-
tional, also ran well, but 
missed advancing to state 
Saturday at Detweiller 
Park in Peoria. 
   “Ashley ran her best race 
ever on this layout and 
came up just short of qual-
ifying as an individual, but 
did run very well,” Rebels 
Coach Bob Rennick Jr. 

said. “Alex also ran a great 
race in a very fast field. I 
was very pleased with his 
performance. Our choice 
was run for time, or lay out 
and run at qualification, he 
chose the later and went 
for it.”   
   Other scoring girls 
runners for Stark County 
were Paige Rewerts (50th, 
22:26), Kokone Kasaya 
(79th, 24:03), Keagon 
Hamilton (99th, 24:51) and 
Emily Orrick (122nd, 
26:28). The other SC 
runners were Sarah Krak-
low (123rd, 26:29) and 
Katie Grinnell (142nd, 
30:01). 
   “Overall our season was 
very successful,” Rennick 
said. “Of the eight girls on 
the team, only two had run 
regularly over the last few 
seasons, Ashley and Paige.  
We were very young and 
inexperienced, but I was 
very pleased at qualifying 

out of regional and how 
competitive we were. For 
the boys, we did not have 
numbers for a team, but 
they were focused and 
trained very hard.”   
   Football playoffs – The 
postseason has not been 
kind to local teams, as only 
Abingdon-Avon remains 
out of the Lincoln Trail 
Conference. 
   And A-Town’s 14-8 win 
came over Annawan We-
thersfield. Only Farming-
ton is left out of the 
Prairieland Conference, 
which had crossover 
games with the LTC this 
season. 
   Other scores: 
   Ottawa Marquette def. 
Princeville, 32-7 
   Iroquois West def. 
United, 35-26 
   Sterling Newman def. 

Mercer County, 33-24 
   Kankakee Bishop 
McNamara def. Knoxville, 
42-14  
   LTC honors – Stark 
County junior Daniel 
Kieser was named to the 
Lincoln Trail Conference 
first team as a punter. 
   Other Rebels earning all-
LTC honors include:  
   • Second team  – Senior 
Blake Orwig, offensive 
line; Kieser, kicker; and 
Christian Brady, defensive 
line. 
   Princeville had three 
first-teamers (RJ Ahten, 
K; Gage DeVries, OL and 
DL; and Grant Hunt, DB); 
three second-teamers 
(Denver Hoerr, RB/LB; 
Kellen Francis DL; and 
Ahten, P); and two honor-
able mention picks (Fran-
cis, OL, and Brower, LB). 

CLASSIFIED ADS - Call (309) 286-2185

FOR SALE 

• MUSHROOM COMPOST for 
gardens, flowerbeds and lawns.  
Black dirt, white rock. 1-3” slag 
for driveways or landscapes. 1-3” 
rejects.  Ron & Sue Eberle.  Deliv-
ery is available (309) 493-5881. 

SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 
and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364, La-
Fayette. 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos & 
farm equipment. Total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 

FOR RENT 

• TOULON: 415 W. Thomas, 
small 3 bedroom, 1 bath home, 
all appliances, $650 per month 
plus deposit. Phone (309) 678-
1831 or (309) 286-7220. 

 
Wyoming - Fri Nov 19 and Sat Nov 20. 

 ESTATE SALE: 10119 State Route 17, Wyoming, IL (0.5mi west of 4-
way stop in Wyoming, on north side of road).Fri Nov 19 and Sat Nov 20. 
8am - 3pm Couch, China hutch, king bed and dresser, corner hutch, 
chest freezer, computer, printer, TV, secretary, desk/shelving set, end 
tables, lamps, dishes, pots and pans, teacup collection, books, grill, elec-
tric snowblower, air compressor, log splitter, lawn mower, skill saw, table 
saw, radial arm saw, numerous tools, wagon, etc. Will accept cash, 
check, and Venmo

ESTATE/MOVING SALE
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