
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Progress on 
a new sanitary lift station, 
or the lack thereof, was a 
hot topic at the latest 
meeting of the Toulon 
City Council.  
   When city engineer Ed 
Andrews told the council 
he did not have an exact 
date when Stark Con-
struction would start mov-
ing dirt for the new 
sanitary sewer system, 
Mayor Larry Hollis asked, 
“What about the fabrica-
tion of the lift station it-
self?” 
   Andrews replied that the 
USEMCO [the fabricator] 
package is “progressing.”     
   Hollis then asked, 
“They don’t have a date 
when that’ll be finished, 

either?”  
   Andrews went into an 
overall project construc-
tion explanation, but did 
not answer the question. 
   “Well, I’m glad that the 
IEPA [Illinois Environ-
mental Protection 
Agency] and the health 
department are happy 
with the progress, but I 
don’t know that we’re 
happy with the progress,” 
Hollis said. 
   Added council member 
Jason Musselman, 
“There’s nothing that’s 
viewable to any of the 
people that there 
has been progress since 
last time. And, I’ve had 
more people angry that 
are on there [the affected 
sewer line area] that have 
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Toulon lift station 
progress criticized 

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The majority of the 
Stark County Board of Supervi-
sors’ Tuesday evening meeting 
dealt with the issue of Castleton’s 
situation of not having water. This 
residential area of Stark County 
has been basically without water 
from its four wells for approx-
imately four months. 
   Residents, who have hired an at-
torney, attended the county 
board’s meeting and voiced their 
concerns about obtaining a work-
ing water well, or wells. The situ-
ation has been described as “dire.”  
   Castleton has four water wells 

that are located on Penn Town-
ship’s right-of-ways. Penn Town-
ship representatives have been 
seemingly unwilling to address 
this issue, according to the Castle-
ton residents. Each well serves ap-
proximately eight households. 
   Penn Township officials, 
though, have agreed to accept 
ARPA [American Rescue Plan 
Act] funds, if the county board 
designates funding for the Castle-
ton water issue. 
   After a lengthy discussion, it 
was agreed that a committee 
should be formed of six members 
– two members from the county 
board, two from Castleton res-

idents and two from the Penn 
Township members – to see if a 
resolution to this problem can be 
formulated. 
   It was suggested that the Castle-
ton residents reform a now de-
funct “water association” so as to 
have an entity available to receive 
funding. Currently, no entity is in 
existence to represent the res-
idents of Castleton. 
   In other business, the county 
board set its 2022 meeting dates; 
appointed Tom McMahill to the 
Stark County Planning Commis-
sion; approved a resolution to pay 
$1,500 for services from the 

County board discusses Castleton water issue

Kamden DeWolfe, of Toulon, tells Santa what to bring during the 
Toulon Christmas Walk on Saturday evening. Kamden's parents are 
Dakota DeWolfe and Samantha Weir. Photo by John Ballentine.

Chadwick and 
Price honored 

for efforts

BRADFORD CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

By ANGIE STANGE 
For The Praire News 

   BRADFORD – The Bradford 
Betterment Committee (BBC) 
presented its first annual Bradford 
Citizen of the Year Award to Jim 
Chadwick and Mike Price at the 
Village of Bradford board meeting 
on Monday.  
   This award will be given an-
nually at the December board 
meeting to an organization or per-
son(s) who have gone above and 
beyond to help the Village of 
Bradford. The plaque will hang in 
the hallway of the village hall. 
Mike and Jim also received com-
memorative coffee mugs.  
   Jim Chadwick is the Village of 
Bradford‘s maintenance supervi-
sor and Mike Price is a mainte-

nance worker. Jim and Mike have 
been instrumental in helping the 
BBC with the many events that 
they have brought to the commu-
nity throughout the past year.  
   These two village employees 
have basically been on call to help 

with events scheduled by the BBC 
to make sure different things that 
need to be done are done. They 
take great care of the streets, parks 
and other village maintenance all 
of which has helped make Brad-
ford beautiful.

Pictured (left to right) are Village President John Cler, Bradford Betterment Committee repre-
sentative Jacqui Grant and Jim Chadwick, Bradford Citizen of the Year 2021. Photo by Angie 
Stange.
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State’s Attorney Appellate 
Prosecutor’s Office; and 
approved an $800,000 ap-
propriation resolution pro-
viding for  Motor Fuel 
Tax maintenance of the 
county’s streets and high-
ways. 
   A resolution was also 
approved appointing 
Sheriff Steven Sloan to 
the Peoria/Stark Joint 

Emergency Telephone 
System board [ETSB] for 
a period of four years, 
Dec. 14, 2021, to Dec. 9, 
2025. 
   The board then went 
into executive session for 
approximately 20 minutes 
and, when they recon-
vened in open session, 
they tabled the appoint-
ment of Jason Musselman 
to the Peoria/Stark Joint 
Emergency Telephone 
System board for four 
years. 
   Sheriff Sloan reported 
that there’s a Jan. 5 ETSB 
meeting scheduled that he 
will attend. He estimated 
that it will be a year and a 
half before Stark County’s 
E911 system is com-
pleted. 
   County treasurer Paula 
Leezer reported that of the 
$518,000 American Res-

cue Plan Act money re-
ceived, there is $88,891 
remaining that has not 

been officially designated 
for expenditure or other 
obligations.

pumped [their septic tanks] again 
and again.” 
   According to one resident who at-
tended the council meeting, that 
family has paid approximately 
$3,800 in septic tank emptying fees 
since the onset of this situation be-
cause they have disconnected their 
septic tank to keep it from discharg-
ing into the sewer line. Their cost is 
around $200 a month for emptying 
their septic tank every two weeks. 
   Musselman pointed out that the 
project is well into the contract time 
and, with the onset of winter, it ap-
pears that a March date would be 
plausible for construction to begin.  
   “I’m very frustrated with the pace 
of this [project],” Musselman said. 
   Hollis said that it appears that the 
frustrating part is that the city is ob-
ligated to be at the manufacturer’s 
timeline and that it can’t be sped 

up.     
   “What are we waiting on, who are 
we waiting on, is it Stark or is it the 
State?” asked council member Con-
nie Jacobson. 
   Andrews said part of the delay is 
due to the contractor/manufacturer 
waiting to obtain materials. This 
generated multiple responses from 
the council. 
   “When did we sign this – [last] 
June or July?” Musselman asked 
Andrews, who said that the ap-
proval 
was at last June’s meeting and the 
contract execution was at the end of 
July. “Six months! And we’ve had 
nothing [done]!” Musselman ex-
claimed.  
   Hollis told Andrews, “You need 
to pass on our frustrations.” 
   In the meantime, residents af-
fected by this situation continue to 
pay to have their septic tanks regu-

larly 
emptied.  
   In other business, the council 
passed a new raffle ordinance; set 
New Year’s Eve hours for 1 a.m. 
last call for bars with a 1:30 a.m. 
closing time; set Christmas bonuses 
for city employees; approved 2022 
councilmeeting dates and times; ap-
proved expenditures for obtaining 
police department equipment; 
agreed to 
sell a recently obtained property at 
413 E. Jefferson Street after an ap-
praisal is completed; and discussed 
holding a special meeting concern-
ing the city’s water treatment 
plant’s aerator. 
   The council approved a time 
change to 6 from 6:30 p.m. for 
council meetings to begin, effective 
with the Jan. 10, 2022 meeting. 
Meetings are usually held on the 
second Monday of the month.
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Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   12-7 - Penny J. Barnhart - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   12-5 - Doanld L. Barks - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   12-5 - David L. Verdeyen - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   12-8 - Jaroslaw Rafalko - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   12-9 - Rose L. Davies - Driving 15-
20 mph above limit. 
   12-12 - Shaun M. Marksity - Im-
proper passing on the left, improper 
turn signal, improper passing in a no 
passing zone, reckless driving, speed-
ing 35+ mph over the limit, registra-
tion expiration, and carry/display 
license/permit. 
   12-12 - Jesse D. Line - Operating 
an uninsured vehicle. 
   12-13 - Percy L. Payton - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   12-12 - Pablo Aquilar Rios - Oper-
ating an uninsured vehicle. 
   12-10 - Mario Mendez - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   12-10 - Esmeralda Paredes - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   12-9 - Grant S. Hutchison - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   12-11 - Emily A. Creech - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   12-9 - Carlos R. Ledezma Tala-
mantes - Driving 15-20 mph above 
limit. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   12-5 - A single-vehicle accident oc-
curred on Route 17 west of Wyoming. 
The driver involved was identified as 
Kelli R. Kraft, 19, of Neponset. The 
accident which involved damage to a 
utility pole was reported to Ameren 
by a passing motorist. Kraft was cited 
for failure to reduce speed to avoid an 
accident and for improper lane usage. 
   12-4 - Tanner W. Hall, 28, of Peo-
ria, was cited for speeding 71 mph in 
a 55 zone and for driving without 
valid insurance. He was issued a no-
tice to appear in court. 
   12-7 - Takota J. Randall, 25, Iron-
wood, Michigan, was arrested for il-
legal transportation of adult use of 
cannabis by a driver, operating an un-
insured vehicle, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. He posted $250 
cash bond and was released with a 
court date to appear. 
   12-10 - Logan M. Swank, 20, Tou-
lon, turned himself in on a pending 
Rock Island County warrant. He 
posted $2,000 cash bond and was re-
leased with a new court date. 
   12-11 - Jada R. Johnson, 22, 
Poneto, Indiana, was cited for illegal 
transportation of alcohol and for 
speeding 63 mph in a 55 zone. 
   12-11 - Dennis L. Randall Jr., 42, of 
Clinton, Iowa, was cited for speeding 
74 mph in a 55 zone, and for driving 
a vehicle without insurance. 
   12-11 - Carl P. Porter, 44, of Wyo-
ming, was arrested by the Stark 
County Sheriff’s Office on several 
pending warrants for failure to appear 
in Henry County on a fraud charge; 
Peoria County for failure to appear on 
the violation of driving on a sus-

pended license; Des Moines, Iowa, 
for failure to appear for possession of 
methamphetamines; Tazewell County 
for failure to appear for driving with-
out a valid driver’s license; Logan 
County for failure to appear on the 
violation for driving on a suspended 
license; Fulton County for failure to 
appear on driving suspended; and a 
McDonough County warrant for fai-
lure to appear for driving suspended. 
He was later extradited by Peoria 
County authorities from the Stark 
County Jail to the Peoria County Jail. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   12-6 - to a residence on SW 9th 
Ave. to assist the Illinois DCFS. 
   12-7 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 1000 block of SE 2nd 
St., Bradley Simmons, 36, was ar-
rested for driving while license sus-
pended and illegal window tint. A 
passenger, Leah Anderson, 24, 
Galva, was issued a notice to appear 
in court for possession of adult use 
cannabis in a motor vehicle. Both 
subjects were released. 
   12-7 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 600 block of S. Center 
Ave., Jesse Line, 29, Wataga, was 
arrested for improper use of regis-
tration, and operating an uninsured 
vehicle. He was released with a no-
tice to appear in court. A passenger, 
Jadin White, 28, Wataga, was ar-
rested after a positive K9 indication 
and search of vehicle. She was 
charged with possession of meth-
amphetamine, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, and possession of 
hypodermic needles. She was taken 
to the Henry County Jail. 
   12-8 - to the 100 block of SW 5th 
St. in reference to a burglary that 
had just occurred. Officer checked 
the area, but was not able to locate 
anyone. 
   12-9 - to the 700 block of SW 4th 
St. to check an open door on an 
abandoned house. It was believed to 
be related to the windy conditions. 
   12-9 - to the 500 block of West 
Division St. in reference to a scam 
complaint. 
   12-10 - to the 200 block of Front 
St. for a child custody exchange. 
   12-10 - to a residence on SE 4th 
Ave. to remove an unwanted sub-
ject. 
   12-10 - to the 100 block of Ex-
change St. in reference to a theft 
complaint. 
   12-10 - to the 400 block of S. 
Center Ave. for a burglary to a ve-
hicle complaint. 
   12-10 - to the 00 block of NW 4th 
Ave. for an activated car alarm that 

was going off. 
   12-10 - to the 600 block of SE In-
dustrial Ave. for a motorist assist 
complaint. 
   12-11 - to the 600 block of NW 
1st Ave. for an out-of-control juve-
nile.  
   12-11 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd 
St. to remove an unwanted subject. 
   12-11 - to the 300 block of SE 6th 
Ave. for a 911 call. It was deter-
mined to be a small child playing 
with a phone. 
   12-12 - to the 500 block of SE 
2nd St. for a motorist assist involv-
ing keys locked in a vehicle. 
   12-12 - to the 200 block of SE 4th 
Ave. to remove an unwanted sub-
ject. As the result, Leianne Fabry, 
61, Galva, was arrested for criminal 
trespass to property. 
   12-12 - to a residence on West Di-
vision Street for a welfare check. 
The subject was fine. 
   12-12 - to a complaint of a subject 
walking on the railroad tracks near 
the water tower with a train ap-
proaching. 
   12-12 - to a car vs. dog collision 
in the 300 block of NE 2nd St. Of-
ficer did not locate  the dog and no 
damage was visible to the vehicle. 
   12-12 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 300 block of NE 2nd St., 
David Johnson, 35, Galva, was ar-
rested on a Knox County warrant 
for felony theft. He was taken to the 
Henry County Jail. 
   12-10 - Ruth Camacho, 19, Ke-
wanee, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 900 block of SE 2nd 
St. 
   12-12 - Vernon Jackson, 33, Peo-
ria, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 900 block of N. Center 
Ave. 
   12-12 - Barry Cox, 56, Galva, 
was issued a citation for operating a 
vehicle with no valid registration. 

Property Transfers 
   12-6 - Michael P. Harmon to 
MAK Properties, LLC - Sect 28-13-
5 SE, Sect 33-13-5 NE, Sect 11-12-
5 NE, Sect 22-12-5 NE, SE, Sect 
23-12-5 NW, and Sect 27-12-5 SW 
- Consideration = $0. 
   12-6 - Patricia L. and Roger B. 
Potter to Clint and Molly French - 
Castle’s Add’n Block 2 lots 8,9 - 
708 N. Main Ave., Wyoming - Con-
sideration = $8,000. 
   12-8 - Martha E. Hultgren, Erika 
J. Unhold/Co-Trustee, Ernst P. Un-
hold/Co-Trustee, Gerald P. Un-
hold/Co-Trustee, and Heidi M. 
Unhold to Eric Meaker Farms, LLC 
- Sect 2-12-6 NE, NW and Sect 3-
12-6 NE - Consideration = 
$1,606,509. 
   12-9 - Eric J. Kraft to EJJNP 
Properties, LLC - Sect 36-12-6 SE, 
Und 43% Int Pt - Consideration = 
$0. 
   12-10 - Eric Meaker Farms, LLC 
to Charles D. and Debra L. Terwil-
liger -  Sect 2-12-6 NW & Sect 3-
12-6 NE - Consideration = 
$143,300.

PUBLIC RECORD



   People have strange hobbies. 
    For example, a Great Plains 
friend of mine once trained a 
chicken to play dead. Remarkably, 
on command, his chicken would 
take a whole-
body flop that 
could have taught 
Steve Martin a 
thing or two 
about physical 
comedy. 
    Another friend, 
a retired profes-
sor, is (unsurpris-
ingly, really) 
even more iconoclastic: he reads 
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) corporate filings for fun. 
Honestly. 

   Why? Well, first because he’s a 
nerd’s nerd and second, because 
every now and then the professor 
stumbles across a brain-seizing gem 
like the one contained in the Oct. 
2021 SEC filing by Tyson Foods. 
   “Many of our customers,” reads 
Tyson’s 10-K, a legally-mandated 
report, “such as supermarkets, 
warehouse clubs and food distribu-
tors have consolidated in recent 
years, and consolidation is expected 
to continue throughout the United 
States and in other major markets.” 
   But “These consolidations,” it 
continues, “have produced large, 
sophisticated customers with in-
creased buying power who are more 
capable of operating with reduced 
inventories, opposing price in-

creases, and demanding lower pric-
ing, increased promotional pro-
grams and specifically tailored 
products.” 
   Wait an Arkansas minute, is 
Tyson Foods, the proverbial Big 
Chicken of Big Big Meat, warning 
shareholders of a possible market 
flop to newly “sophisticated con-
solidators” like “warehouse clubs” 
such as Walmart’s Sam’s Club and 
Costco? 
   Maybe, because worrisomely, 
“These customers also may use 
shelf space currently used for our 
products for their own private label 
products.” 
   There’s no “may” to it; many are 
already doing it. 
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GUEST VOICES

To the Editor: 
   I am still wrestling with Jim Now-
lan and Allen Andersen’s, Sep-
tember 17th article on Trumpism. 
   The hallmarks of America are that 
we tell the truth and do our best to 
follow the 10 Commandments, the 
Golden Rule and the Rule of Law. 
That’s what makes America great! 
Other countries respect us for it and 
expect it from us. They know they 
can rely on us to do what we say we 
will do. 
   The building blocks of our Ameri-
can society are family, church, edu-
cation and jobs. Jim Nowlan’s  
book, Fixing Illinois, describes Illi-
nois’ abundant resources, advanta-
geous Midwest location and 
reasonable taxes in the comparison 
to other states.  
   We must believe in ourselves and 
think beyond our own individual 
families. All Illinois children are 
important. They are our greatest re-
source. In order to compete in the 
global market and get beyond the 
current violence, we must invest in 
all our children’s education. This is 
not only good schools and teachers 
but also an environment which is 
safe and conducive to learning. 
Nowlan’s “Sleep Walking Through 
our own Decline” (Dec 3, 2021) is 

on the mark. I just returned from 
teaching near Prague, Czech Re-
public. Like the Chinese, the 

Czechs prize education particularly 
Math and Science and revere their 
teachers. 
   My most unforgettable character 
is the late Naomi Hiett from Noko-
mis, Montgomery County, Ill. Miss 
Hiett, Executive Director of the 
Commission on Children through 
the 1960’s and 1970’s said: “Chil-
dren are neither Republican nor 
Democratic but children.” The 
Commission coordinated all Illinois 
child and youth serving organiza-
tions both public and private, secu-
lar and religious through the college 
years. There was a youth and young 
adult component which brought to-
gether youth from all geographical 
areas and backgrounds. Kids from 
rural counties worked with youth 
from the cities and suburbs includ-

ing ghetto projects. Because every-
one was prepared in advance, no 
one knew their economic back-
ground. It fostered mutual respect 
and cooperation that has lasted a 
lifetime. It gave Illinois youth a 
voice during turbulent times in the 
late 1960’s Viet Nam era. 
   Deborah Myrow from the Univer-
sity of Illinois gave the Invocation 
at the 1970 White House Confer-
ence in 1970, speaking just before 
President Nixon’s opening address. 
Governor Richard Ogilvie was so 
impressed that he asked the Youth 
of the commission to study the Age 
of Majority, because 18-year old 
males were being drafted into a War 
for which they had no voice. It was 
this group that recommended 18 as 
the minimum age to vote, sub-
sequently enacted by legislation. 
We need to re-establish the Com-
mission on Children with its Coun-
cil of Youth and focus on providing 
quality education for all Illinois 
children! 

– Joe Vosicky, Elmhurst 
   Send letters to:The Prairie News,  

PO Box 240, Elmwood, IL 61483 or 
email to news@prairie-news.com.  

Include a phone number.  
We reserve the right to edit submis-

sions.
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Meatpacking isn’t for chickens anymore

Alan 
GUEBERT



       Indeed, in 2019, Costco 
began pushing the con-
struction of a captive 
poultry supply chain – 
from contract chicken 
growers through its in-
store chicken rotisseries – 
in eastern Nebraska for all 
retail stores west of the 
Mississippi River, includ-
ing Hawaii. 
   At the same time and a 
day’s drive east, Walmart 
(as noted in this space in 
March 2019) already had 
“Walmart-contracted 
truckers hauling Walmart-
contracted milk to a Wal-
mart bottling plant that 
Walmart will then process 
and haul to Walmart 
stores on Walmart trucks 
to sell directly to Walmart 
customers.” 
   Tyson’s public recog-
nition that its market 
power is being bled away 
by some of its biggest 
customers rather than 
some of its fiercest com-
petitors came just weeks 
before several poultry 
company executives went 
on trial in Denver federal 
court for alleged price fix-
ing in U.S. poultry mar-
kets. 
   Could these two events 
be simple serendipity or is 
there a connection be-
tween the meatpackers’ 
eroding pricing power and 
the systemic price-fixing 
the U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) alleges oc-
curred for several years 
between poultry slaugh-
terers? 
   The DOJ doesn’t say 
but, according to an Oct. 
25 report by Forbes, the 
department is more than 
emphatic in its investiga-
tion of “price-fixing on a 
mass scale… across the 
[poultry] industry’s top 18 
companies, which are re-
sponsible for some 99 
percent of commercial 

chicken sold.” 
   Some of Big Chicken’s 
biggest customers, ho-
wever, suspected some-
thing was wrong in the 
poultry market and they 
were angrier than a flock 
of wet hens. The angriest, 
it appears, was KFC, the 
global chicken fast food 
chain. 
   According to early No-
vember testimony at the 
Denver trial, one prosecu-
tion witness “told of an al-
leged interaction between 
(one) KFC” official who 
told a poultry company’s 
“executives that ‘he was 
going to beat us down 
with a hammer and base-
ball bat’ as payback for 
three years of high 
chicken prices.” 
   Hammers and bats 
aside, end users like KFC, 
Costco, and Walmart – 
unlike hog farmers, 
ranchers, and poultry 
growers – increasingly 
have alternatives to giant 
meatpackers: they are es-
tablishing captive supply 
chains to provide their 
own customers with their 
own products.  
   And, sure, farmers and 
ranchers will still be part 
of those new chains but 
they’ll still be “chained” 
to the same, now decades-
old flow of market power 
– upward toward the re-
tailer, not backwards to-
ward the farmer and 
rancher.  
   But it may take time for 
Tyson, historically a 
chicken company, to get 
used to the ages-old farm 
idea that what’s good for 
the goose is good for the 
gander.  
   © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is 
published weekly throughout 
the U.S. and Canada. Past 
columns, supporting doc-
uments, and contact informa-
tion are posted at 
farmandfoodfile.com.
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By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The home of 
Bill and Roxanne Ince of 
508 NW 3rd Ave. was se-
lected out of 18 partici-
pating properties as 
winner of the Galva Arts 
Council’s Tour of Lights 
contest last Saturday. 
   If you missed the tour 
Saturday night, you can 
still drive around and tour 
the lights on display.  
   Participants include Jon 
and Rose Humphrey, 311 
NW 2nd St.; The Triggs, 
304 NW 6th Ave.; Rachel 
Blaylock, 118 NW 8th 
Ave.; Shane Kaiser, 
18960 Bonham Rd.; Al 
DeCrane, 19022 Bonham 
Rd.; The Stahls, 704 NW 
5th Ave.; The Norways, 
502 NW 11th St.; Heather Anderson Nance, 1214 NW 3rd Ave.; The Inces, 

508 NW 3rd Ave.; Robert 
and Carlin Follis, 410 
NW 2nd Ave.; Deb Smith, 
210 NW 1st Ave.; Joel 
Brewster, 309 NE 1st 
Ave.; Tami and Jeff Svo-
boda, 120 NE 8th St.; 
Misty and Jesse Hutchin-
son, 114 NE 7th St. and 
Bill and Tina Hutchinson, 
818 NE 3rd St.. 
   The Galva Arts Council 
served coffee, hot choco-
late and goodies for all 
who picked up their list 
and returned to vote for 
their favorite display.

Pictured above is the winning entry in the Galva Arts Council’s 
Tour of Lights contest last Saturday. The property is the home of 
Bill and Roxanne Ince, located at 508 NW 3rd Ave., in Galva. 
Photo by Carol Townsend.
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Ince home wins Galva’s Tour of Lights



Page 7www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • December 17, 2021  

We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – A state program 
aiming to take a “comprehensive ap-
proach to ending Illinois' firearm vio-
lence epidemic” will be expanded 
under a law signed Friday by Gov. 
JB Pritzker.  
   The Reimagine Public Safety Act 
became law in June, but the expan-
sion signed Friday clarifies guide-
lines in the original bill and gives the 
Illinois Department of Human Serv-
ices and a newly created Office of 
Firearm Violence Prevention greater 

grant making flexibility. 
   The crux of the RPSA is that it 
creates the Office of Firearm Vio-
lence Prevention to coordinate vio-
lence prevention efforts and give 
grants to on-the-ground community 
organizations that know how and 
where intervention is needed in the 
state’s most violent communities.  
   Heading that office is Chris Patter-
son, who was appointed by Pritzker 
as assistant secretary for violence 
prevention at IDHS. 
   “We will work hand-in-hand, indi-
vidually and collectively to address 

the violence on our streets and invest 
in addressing the underlying root 
causes that cause so much despair: 
Too much addiction, too little mental 
health, and too few opportunities,” 
Patterson said Friday.  
   Contracted organizations are to 
focus on programs such as youth in-
tervention services, violence inter-
ruption and trauma treatment.  
   This year’s budget includes $50 
million for programs, and Pritzker 
said he’ll work with the General As-
sembly for another $100 million in 
each of the next two years.  

 ADVERTISE!   
Call (309) 286-2185

Various Stark County organizations received donations Saturday from the State Bank of Toulon totaling $15,000. Front row (left to 
right): Toulon Faith Baptist Church, Toulon First Baptist Church, Stark County Pregnancy Resource Center, Stark County Food Pantry, 
LaFayette Ira C. Reed Library, and the Elmira United Presbyterian Church. Middle row (l to r): Toulon Fire Company, Wyoming History 
and Arts, Stark County Nutrition Center, Toulon United Methodist Church, St. Timothy Lutheran Church, West Jersey/LaFayette United 
Methodist Churches, and the Toulon Civic Association. Back row (l to r): Wyoming Fire Protection District, Wyoming Fire Protection 
District, The Gathering Church, Stark County Resource House/Wyoming Nazarene Church, and Stark County Good Samaritan Fund. 
Photo by John Ballentine.

Act creates Office of Firearm Violence Prevention
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 LEGAL ADS 
• • •     

CLAIM NOTICE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

  IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF MARK E. MEGAN, deceased. 

No. 2021P18. 
   NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of 
MARK E. MEGAN. Letters of Office 
were issued on November 2, 2021 
to John E. Megan, 67583 Highway 
78, Burns, Oregon 97720, as 
Independent Administrator, whose 
attorney is Trisha Blake-Millar of 
BLAKE LAW OFFICE. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk of this Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois, or 
with the representative, or both, on 
or before June 3, 2022. Any claim 
not filed on or before that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the attorney of record 
within 10 days after it has been 
filed. 
BLAKE LAW OFFICE 
Attorneys for Independent  
   Representative 
56 N. Prairie Street 
Galesburg, IL 61401 
Telephone: (309) 343-3155. 
Published 12/3, 12/10, 12/17/21 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

VILLAGE OF WOODHULL,  
an Illinois municipal corporation,  
    Plaintiff,  

Case No. 2021-MR-243  
Vs.   
MIGUEL GARCIA, 
    Defendant.  
   NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
YOU, MIGUEL GARCIA, ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that this case 
has been commenced and is 
pending against you seeking to 
demolish the nuisance property at 
240 W. 4th Ave, Woodhull, IL, 
and other relief. 
   UNLESS YOU FILE YOUR 
ANSWER or otherwise file your 
appearance in this case in the 
office of the Clerk of this Court, in 
the Henry County Courthouse at 
307 West Center Street, 
Cambridge, Illinois, on or before 
January 17, 2021, A JUDGMENT 
BY DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN 
AGAINST YOU FOR THE RELIEF 
ASKED IN THIS COMPLAINT 

/S/ Terilyn Motley 
Clerk of Court 

Published 12/17/21 
• • •     

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF  
THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF ) 
MERLE E. WALKER 

Case No. 2021-P-22 
Deceased.  
WILL NOTICE AND CLAIM NOTICE 
NDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION 

  Notice is given of the death of 
MERLE E. WALKER of Stark 
County, Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued on December 10th 
2021 to PATRICIA K. WALKER as 

Independent Representative, 
whose attorney is The Rennick Law 
Firm, P.C., Box 430, Toulon, IL 
61483. 
   Notice is given to all interested 
parties, heirs or legatees who are 
named in a petition filed in the 
above proceeding to probate a will 
and whose names or addresses are 
not stated in the petition to admit 
the will to probate, including, but 
not limited to, the unknown heirs 
at law, if any, of the deceased in 
the above named estate 
proceeding, that an order was 
entered by the court on December 
10th 2021, admitting the will to 
probate. Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original order 
of admission you may file a 
petition with the court to require 
proof of the will by testimony of 
the witnesses to the will in open 
court or other evidence, as 
provided in Section 6-21 of the 
Probate Act to contest the validity 
of the will by filing a petition with 
the court within 6 months after 
admission of the will to probate. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Stark 
County Circuit Clerk, Stark County 
Courthouse, 130 West Main, Box 
426, Toulon, IL 61483, or with the 

representative’s, on or before the 
later of 6 months from the first date 
of publication in this estate, to wit: 
June 17th 2022, or 3 months from 
the date of mailing or delivery of 
notice of death and the names and 
addresses of the representative’s 
and their attorney of record and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed. 
   The estate will be administered 
without court supervision, unless 
under Section 28-4 of the Probate 
Act of 1975 (IL Rev. Stat., Ch 755 
ILCS 5/28-4) any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time by 
mailing or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the  
clerk.  You may obtain a copy of a 
Petition to Terminate Independent 
Administration form from the Clerk 
of Court at the above address. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions.  To e-file, you 
must create an account with an e-
filing service provider.  Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 

select a service provider.  If you 
additional help or have trouble e-
filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourt.gov/faq/gethelp.a
sp, or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office. 
   Dated this 10th day of 
December, 2021.  

PATRICIA K. WALKER, 
(Independent Representative) 

 
        By /S/ Robert H. Rennick, Sr.  
THE RENNICK LAW FIRM, P.C. 
P.O. Box 430  
Toulon, Illinois 61483 
Telephone: (309) 286-5921
Facsimile: (309) 286-59721
Published 12/17, 12/24/21, 1/7/22 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STARK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS  CAUSE NO. 2019TX1 TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS 
(AND IF DECEASED,  TO THEIR UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES), 
AND TO THE STATE OF ILLINOIS,  AND TO ALL INTERESTED 
DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES THEREOF, INCLUDING  AMONG 
OTHERS ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, ILLINOIS DEPT OF  
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES,  ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, STATE OF ILLINOIS 
DEPT OF  HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) GENERAL 
COUNSEL AND  STARK COUNTY CLERK, STARK COUNTY TREASURER, 
CITY OF TOULON, STARK  COUNTY STATE'S ATTORNEY, AND TO 
OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE 
PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:  
 
Parcel Number     Owners/                          Cert Number    Street Or  
                             Parties Interested                                     Common Address 
02-26-206-003   WOLFORD, PATRICIA  201800009     301 ARBOR ST.  
02-26-206-003   WALL, TIFFANY            201800009     301 ARBOR ST.  
02-26-206-003   WOLFORD, TROY         201800009     301 ARBOR ST. 
04-19-303-013   DAILEY, RICHARD R    201800031     223 E. GREENWOOD ST.  
04-19-303-013   CITY OF TOULON         201800031     223 E. GREENWOOD ST. 
04-19-303-013   DAILEY, SAMANTHA    201800031     223 E. GREENWOOD ST. 
  
TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVE SAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON 
OCTOBER 22, 2019, FOR GENERAL TAXES FOR THE YEAR 2018 AND 
PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT  THE PERIOD OF REDEMPTION FROM SUCH 
SALE EXPIRES JUNE 1, 2022. TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A 
PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECTING ISSUANCE OF TAX DEEDS HAS 
BEEN FILED IN THE ABOVE SAID CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
PARCELS BY STARK COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON JUNE 24, 
2022 AT 9:00 AM, SAID PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER 
THAT A TAX DEED  ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVE SAID PARCEL NOT 
REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE JUNE 1, 2022. /S/ STARK COUNTY AS 
TRUSTEE, PETITIONER.  
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK 
ADDRESS: 130 WEST MAIN, TOULON, IL 61483  
TELEPHONE: (309) 286-5911 



Evelyn M. Bates 
   GALVA – Evelyn Mae Bates, 97, 
of Galva, went home with her Lord 
and Savior at 10:04 a.m., Friday, 
Dec. 10, 2021, at OSF Saint Luke 
Medical Center in Kewanee. 
   Evelyn was born Dec. 17, 1923, in 
in Burns Town-
ship, Kewanee, 
Ill., the daughter 
of Oscar and 
Nancy (Huffman) 
Warner. She grew 
up her whole life 
in the Galva area 
and graduated 
from Galva High 
School in 1941. She married Elwyn 
“Bud” Bates on Sept. 15, 1945, in 
Kewanee and he preceded her in 
death on July 28, 2006, in Galesburg. 
   Surviving is a son, Roger (Vicki) 
Bates of Galva and 3 daughters; 
Diane (Steve) Adkison of Denver, 
Colo., Susan (David) Mowers of 
Toulon and Rita (Glenn) Edwards 
of Dawson, Ill.; 10 grandchildren; 
Justin Bates, Jordan Bates, Bailey 
Bates, Darcy (Greg) Dukes, Tyler 
Adkison, Rebecca (Andy) Nelson, 
Amanda Mowers, Elizabeth 
Mowers, Jacob Edwards and Kylie 
Edwards; 6 great grandchildren, 
Riley and Madison Bates, Abigail 
and Noah Nelson and Rowan and 
Juniper Dukes; a brother, Dwain 
(Elaine) Warner of Galva; a sister-
in-law, Bonnie Warner; and several 
special nieces and nephews.  
   She was also preceded in death by 
her grandson, Timothy Edwards, 
three brothers; James (Darlene) 
Warner, Carl Warner and Marvin 
Warner and a sister, Marian in in-
fancy. 
   Evelyn and her beloved husband, 
Bud, farmed for many years. She 
retired as bookkeeper from the 
Galva Co-op. She was a member of 
the Galva First United Methodist 
Church, Wesley Weds Sunday 
School Class, Flemish American 
Club, Henry County Farm Bureau 
and several card clubs. She taught 
Sunday School and served on many 
committees. She enjoyed reading, 
knitting, puzzles, playing cards and 
paint by number. Evelyn really en-
joyed life, especially her family and 
grandchildren. 
   Funeral services were held at 10 
a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 15, at Rux 
Funeral Home in Galva with Pas-
tors Rebecca Gearhart and Chet 
Travis officiating. Visitation was 
from 5-7 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 14, at 
the funeral home. Burial will be in 
Galva Cemetery. Memorials may be 
directed to the Galva First United 
Methodist Church or to the Galva 
Park District. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 

private condolences left at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com. 

Gerald E. Hughes 
   HELENA, Mont. – Gerald E. 
“Jerry” Hughes, 86, of Helena, 
passed away on Nov. 27, 2021, after 
facing dementia and cancer the 
same way he faced all things in life 
– with dignity, a 
sense of humor, 
his larger-than-
life smile and his 
faith. He was at 
home with family 
and friends – in-
cluding those 
many miles away 
who were able to 
visit virtually in his last days. He is 
the beloved husband of Rose M. 
Hughes. 
   Jerry was born June 26, 1935, to 
Bernard James Hughes and Virginia 
May Knowles Hughes, in Wyo-
ming, Ill. who preceded him in 
death. He was also preceded in 
death by his two 
older sisters, Vir-
ginia Lee Babb 
(Herb) and Berna-
dine Watkins 
(Bruce), who ap-
parently took it 
upon themselves 
to protect him and 
to teach him the 
important things 
in life like how to dance and find 
dates. He also had a younger 
brother Bernard James “Jim” 
Hughes, Jr., who was the politician 
in the family, and passed too early, 
leaving his older brother wondering 
what might have happened in his 
political career had he lived longer. 
  Jerry is survived by his wife, chil-
dren and step children; grandchil-
dren and great grandchild named 
above; brother-in-law Herb Babb of 
Wyoming; sisters in law Helen Sil-
via, Tiverton, R.I., Mary Lopes, 
Erie, Pa., Irene Davis (Bill), Manas-
sas, Va., and Dianne Fontaine (Nor-
mand), Little Compton, R.I.;  as 
well as his grandchildren and great 
grandchildren across the pond – 
Rosi Hughes (Charley); Ed Hughes 
(Kate) and great grandchildren 
Amber, Emilia and Iris; Max 
Hughes (Fleur) and great grand-
daughter Summer; Sarah McRae; 
and Shannyn McRae and great 
grandchildren Lily and Willow Bu-
chan – all of the United Kingdom; 
and numerous nieces and nephews. 
   A service celebrating Jerry’s life 
will be held Monday, Dec. 20, 
2021, at 11 a.m. at First Christian 
Church, 311 Power Street, Helena.  
Rev. Laura Jean Allen and Rev. Eu-
gene C. Hill will officiate. A recep-
tion will be held in the church 

Fellowship Hall immediately fol-
lowing the service. Graveside serv-
ice with military honors will beheld 
at 2 p.m. at the Veterans Cemetery 
at Fort Harrison. Retz Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrangements. 

William P. Morrissey 
   PEORIA –William Patrick Mor-
rissey, 88, of Peoria, passed away at 
12:37 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2021, 
at OSF Richard L. Owens Hospice 
Home in Peoria. William was born 
Sept. 17, 1933, in 
Kewanee to Wil-
liam Thomas and 
Bertha Mae 
(Haynes) Morris-
sey. He married 
Sharon (Cunning-
ham) Morrissey 
on Nov. 4, 1961, 
in Princeville; she 
survives. 
   Also surviving are one son, Ken-
neth P. “Tater” (Julie) Morrissey of 
Stark; one daughter, Kelly Mae 
Morrissey of Peoria; two grand-
daughters, Sydney (Addison) Ryan 
of Wyoming and Hannah (Curt) 
Campbell of Williamsfield; three 
great-grandchildren, Hayden Ryan, 
Hudson Ryan, and Dean Campbell; 
four sisters, Anna Mae Cox of Ot-
tawa, Mary Jane (Eldon) Ehnle of 
Wyoming, Nellie Jo (Don) Ehnle of 
Dunlap and Jeanie (Bud) Porter of 
Wyoming; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death 
by his parents and one infant 
brother. 
   William served in the U.S. Army 
and was later employed by the 
former Pabst Brewing Co. for 22 
years. He loved the outdoors and 
was an avid hunter, fisherman and 
gardener.  He enjoyed feeding the 
squirrels and rabbits, escorting 
geese to the lake, and was also 
known to raise and release various 
wildlife. He was a former member 
of Saint Bernard’s Catholic Church 
in Peoria. 
   A graveside service for family and 
close friends will be at 10 a.m. Fri-
day, Dec, 17, 2021 at St. Dominic 
Catholic Cemetery in Wyoming. 
Father Cyr will officiate. Haskell 
Funeral & Cremation Services in 
Wyoming is assisting the family 
with arrangements.   
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to OSF Richard L. Owen’s 
Hospice Home or Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans. Condolences may be 
left for William’s family on his trib-
ute wall at haskellfuneral.com.  

Debra Kay Stoecker 
   PRINCEVILLE- Debra Kay 
Stoecker, 65, Celebration of life 
will be held on Sunday, Dec. 19, 
2021, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Princeville United Methodist 
Church fellowship hall.
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 

(309) 286-7340, Leave Message. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 

watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  
 

Galva Congregational Church  
Pastor Josh Ryner 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United Church  
of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
 Hill Church 

Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 

Sundays 9am • 10:30am (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 
HillChurchFamily.org 

Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 
 St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Linda Strader  

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES

ADVERTISE (309) 286-2185

Bates
Hughes

Hughes

Morrissey
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CLASSIFIED ADS Call (309) 286-2185
FOR SALE 

• GRASS HAY: No rain, on 
wagons, $4 bale, (309) 635-4575. 
• HOME SCHOOL BOOKS: All 6th 
Grade thru highschool, most in-
clude answer keys.  Phone (309) 
645-8058. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, 
diesel, have $12,000 in it, lots of 
new parts, need to sell quick, 
$5,000. (309) 657-7155. 
• IRRIGATION PIPE: 3” irrigation 
pipe with 3’ tall nozzle head and 
fittings, (309) 635-4575. 
• CATTLE EQUIPMENT: Catching 
chutes, gates, hay-silage wagon, 
hay feeder ring, multiple of all 
items, call (309) 362-2119 or 
(309) 224-1733 and leave mes-
sage.     

FOR RENT 

• STUDENTS WANTED! Rental in 
Toulon available immediately! 1 
bedroom, 1 bath shared home 
available for rent. All utilities and 
internet included. We have your 
choice of upper level or main level 
rooms. Each level has a shared 
bathroom and kitchen. Laundry 
available with washer/ dryer sup-
plied. Don’t miss this opportunity. 
$450 per month/ $450 deposit. 
Lease agreement flexibility. Please 
call 309-258-3107 or go to apart-

ments.com for more details. 

  SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 

types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 
and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364, LaFay-
ette. 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos & 
farm equipment. Total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 

Answers on Page 3

BRIEFS
Vote now in Wyoming 
home decorating contest 
   WYOMING – There’s still time to 
vote for your favorite Christmas 
home decorations in Wyoming. 
   The contest is held by the Wyo-
ming Chamber of Commerce in 
memory of Peg Milroy and there are 
three entrants: 400 N. 7th St., 206 N. 
Main St. and 309 E. Smith St. 
   Votes can be made online at 
forms.gle/BxL7r8xx3WvnmfEZ7 
   First prize is awarded courtesy of 
Better Banks and will be announced 
Monday, Dec. 20, on the Wyoming 
Chamber’s Facebook page. 
State program helps 
pay water bills 
   GALVA – The City of Galva is 
now aware of a program to help 
those having problems paying utility 
bills. This is a new state program to 
help in keeping up with your water 
bill, according to Galva’s Mayor 
Rich Volkert. 

   Individuals can go to galva.com on 
the right hand side under “announce-
ments” and click on the link “state 
assistance for low income house-
holds” and follow the instructions. 
Firearm deer harvest 
down from last year 
   SPRINGFIELD – The 2021 fire-
arm deer harvest in Illinois was down 
from last year according to the Illi-
nois Department of Natural Re-
sources (IDNR). 
   Gun hunters shot a preliminary 
total of 71,675 deer during the seven-
day 2021 Illinois Firearm Deer Sea-
son that concluded Dec. 5. Hunters 
harvested a final total of 77,160 deer 
during the firearm season in 2020. 
   The preliminary harvest for the sec-
ond segment of the 2021 firearm sea-
son Dec. 2-5 was 21,375, compared 
with 29,432 during the second season 
in 2020. The preliminary harvest for 
the first segment of this year’s fire-
arm season was 50,300 deer. 
   Remaining 2021-22 deer season 

hunting opportunities in include: 
   • Late-winter antlerless-only season 
and Chronic Wasting Disease season, 
in designated counties only, Dec. 30-
Jan. 2 and Jan. 14-16. 
   • Archery season through Jan. 16. 

Galesburg chorus  
to hold rehearsals 
   GALESBURG – The Galesburg 
Community Chorus will begin re-
hearsals on Jan. 17 at 6:45 pm at the 
First Lutheran Church in Galesburg, 
346 E. Waters St. Weekly rehearsals 
will continue through April on Mon-
day evenings from 7-9 p.m.  
   A concert will be held April 30 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Central Congrega-
tional Church. The chorus will per-
form Leonard Bernstein’s Chichester 
Psalms and Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem 
in D minor, op. 48.  
   All are welcome to join, and no au-
ditions are necessary. Learn more at 
www.galesburgcommunitychorus.or
g/like-to-join.
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New law allows midwife licensing

 ADVERTISE!  
Call (309) 286-2185

By BETH HUNDSDORFER  
Capital News Illinois 

   Colleen Marotta has delivered 
hundreds of babies. 
   Marotta, 43, of Arlington Heights, 
became a nurse in 2001. Ten years 
later, she became a certified profes-
sional midwife, or CPM. When Ma-
rotta was a CPM the law barred her 
from delivering babies in Illinois, 
forcing her to drive to Wisconsin to 
deliver babies there. 
   On Tuesday morning, Gov. JB 
Pritzker signed a bill that allows the 
certification and licensure of certi-
fied professional midwives in Illi-
nois. The new law sets qualification 
and educational standards for 
CPMs. It is effective on Oct. 1, 

2022. 
   “With the legislation I sign today, 
the lifesaving and life-giving work 
midwives perform will be legally 
recognized here in Illinois,” 
Pritzker said. 
   The 2020 report to the General 
Assembly by the Illinois Task Force 
on Infant and Maternal Mortality 
Among African Americans stated 
that the pregnancy-related mortality 
rate in Illinois is 23 maternal deaths 
per 100,000 live births, a severe 
maternal morbidity rate of 51.4 per 
10,000 births, and an infant mortal-
ity rate of 6.5 infant deaths per 
1,000 live births. In all of these cat-
egories, African American mothers 
and infants die or are injured at sig-

nificantly higher rates than their 
white counterparts. 
   In order to be licensed as a mid-
wife, a candidate must be a certified 
professional midwife registered 
with the North American Registry 
of Midwives. In addition, the candi-
date must complete a midwifery 
education program accredited by 
the Midwife Education and Accred-
itation Council. 
   Illinois is the 37th state in the US 
to recognize certified professional 
midwives. 
   Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, non-
partisan news service covering state govern-
ment and distributed to more than 400 
newspapers statewide. It is funded primarily 
by the Illinois Press Foundation and the 
Robert R. McCormick Foundation.



The Prairie News Sports
Rebel boys return with a win 
IHSA board discusses shot-clock implementation

By JEFF LAMPE  
For The Prairie News 

   The Stark County boys basketball team 
picked up where it left off before the sea-
son was sidetracked by COVID and other 
sicknesses. 
   Idle since a Nov. 27 win over Elmwood 
at the Wally Keller Invitational Tourna-
ment, the Rebels were ready Saturday in a 
64-28 home win over winless DePue, 
which was missing some players. 
   James Groter led the Rebels with 19 
points and poured in five of the team’s 11 
3-pointers. Cameron Watson added 10 
points, Ethan Unhold had 7 and Jack Col-
gan tallied 6. 
   Stark County was to play at Brimfield 
on Wednesday and then travels to Elm-
wood Tuesday, Dec. 21. 

Stark County Girls Basketball 
   The Lady Rebels (1-9) dropped three 
games last week. 
   On Monday, Stark County dropped a 
home game to Princeville, 53-20. The 
Lady Rebels led 11-6 after one quarter, 
but managed one point in the second half. 
   Kylee Frisby led SC with 11 points 
while Jesenia Horton-Meza was the top 
scorer for Princeville with 30 points. 
   Last Saturday, the Rebels dropped a 30-
25 game to Midland. SC got off to another 
hot start, leading 15-4 at one point, before 
falling back. Frisby led the team with 11. 
   And back on Dec. 8, Stark County lost a 
home game to Knoxville, 59-20. This time 
it was the opponent who started fast, get-

ting up 14-4 and then going up 35-6 by 
halftime. Frisby had 8 points for Stark 
County, Lauren West added five and Paige 
Rewerts scored 4. 
   The SC girls are at Lewistown on Mon-
day, Dec. 20, and face Peoria Manual at 
home on Dec. 22. 

Galva Boys Basketball 
   Galva (0-7) dropped a 59-33 decision at 
Orion (1-7) on Saturday. Orion jumped to 
a 20-7 lead after one quarter. Galva re-
turns to action Saturday in the Great West-
ern Shootout at Abingdon, facing Sherrard 
at 9:30 a.m. 

Galva Girls Basketball 
   A solid start has been slowed by can-
celled games. The Galva girls last played 
Dec. 8, falling in overtime at United, 44-
43. But three games were cancelled this 
week. The Wildcats (3-4) are scheduled to 
resume play Monday, Dec. 20, with a 
home game against DePue. This will be a 
varsity-only contest with a 6 p.m. tipoff. 

Shot Clock Discussion 
   A shot clock could be coming to varsity 
basketball games in Illinois. On Monday, 
the Illinois High School Association 
Board of Directors discussed shot clocks 
during a regular meeting. They plan to de-
termine a course of action in June. 
   A November survey of administrators 
showed 19 percent supported having a 
shot clock next year, 47 percent were open 
to a clock in regular-season tournaments 
and 54 percent want the board to develop 
a timeline for implementing shot clocks. 
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