
By ANGIE STANGE 
For The Prairie News 

   BRADFORD – Organizers are 
ready for the 2021 Bradford Old 
Fashioned Christmas this Saturday, 
Dec. 4, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
   The Christmas lighting at Elsie 
Hodges Park will begin at 4 p.m. A 
new evergreen tree at the park will 
be dedicated in the memory of 
Teresa Carlton. Santa is scheduled 
to arrive at the park in time for the 
lighting and then he will be on his 
way to the Bradford Fire House to 
greet the children. 
   The Bradford Library will be 
open during the evening for Christ-
mas crafts. Rudolph and the Grinch 

will be joining the festivities 
throughout the evening as well. 
   The Fire House will host various 
activities throughout the day. The 
annual Beta Senior Citizen Christ-
mas dinner is at noon at the Fire 
House this year. The Fire House 
will also be a place for people to 
sign up for the adult and children 
raffles and vote for the Holiday 
Home of the Year and the Best Dec-
orated Business. 
   Santa will be at the Fire House 
between 4:30-6:30 p.m. to greet 
children and hand out treats. Fol-
lowing Santa’s visit, the Methodist 
church will present three different 
Christmas readings including the 

Christmas Nativity story between 
6:30-7 p.m.  
   The Fire House will also serve as 
a dining location for people to bring 
carry outs from the Snack Shack 
during the Christmas Walk. The 
Snack Shack will also provide de-
liveries that evening. The Highlands 
will be available for dining in and 
reservations are required. My Place 
and Main Street Tap will also be 
open. 
   There will be a variety of activ-
ities available at the Baptist Church. 
Two of these are a Lil’ Holiday 
Shopper Shoppe and decorating and 
filling Christmas stockings. The Lil’ 

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The Stark 
County Board of Supervi-
sors on Nov. 30 approved a 
reapportionment resolution 
establishing two voting 
districts for county board 
members and an annual 
budget appropriation and 
tax levy ordinance for fis-
cal year 2021-22.  
   There was no discussion 
on the budget at the special 
meeting. 
   The reapportionment res-
olution is necessary every 
10 years to reflect Stark 
County’s latest10-year cen-
sus information. 
   Of 10 scenarios proposed 
by Don Schmidt who pro-
vided the analysis, the one 
passed by the board 
changes the voting districts 
the least. The census, ac-
cording to board chairman 

Al Curry, is done by town-
ships. 
   “We split Toulon Town-
ship to have a portion of it 
in each district. We don’t 
know how many people 
live in Wyoming in Toulon 
Township, and we don’t 
know how many live in 
Toulon in Toulon Town-
ship. What he [Schmidt] 
did was take the town pop-
ulation of each town and 
did a percent of the total, 
divided that way, and we 
assumed that the final anal-
ysis of the populations 
were at a 1.98 percent vari-
ance,” Curry said. 
“Heather [Hollis, County 
Clerk and Recorder] con-
tacted the state and that 
[percentage variance] is 
permissible, so we’re leav-
ing [the districts] it like it 
is.” 
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Painting 
strengthens 
family ties 

Stark Co. board OKs 
two voting districts

PEARSON THE PAINTER

A Nativity Scene graces Leet Memorial Methodist Church in Brad-
ford. The community’s old-fashioned Christmas celebration cul-
minates at the church Saturday night with announcement of raffle 
winners, decoration winners and singing. Photo by Angie Stange.

Old fashioned Christmas in Bradford

Continued on Page 2

By KEVIN HIERONYMUS 
Courtesy of The Bureau County Republican 

   PRINCETON – The Princeton 
Tigers return to the playoffs this fall 
did not wind up in a state cham-
pionship, but it did mean that Tou-
lon’s Tom Pearson was back in 
business. 
   In 2018, the Tigers made the 
playoffs for the first time under 
coach Ryan Pearson. His dad, Tom, 
as was his tradition from the 
coach’s previous schools and play-
ing days at Stark County, painted 
the Bryant Field end zones in 
Princeton Tiger school colors. 
   Tom Pearson was ready to paint 
the town blue and white for the 
2019 playoffs, but had a near-fatal 
fall at work and was knocked out of 
commission. PHS staffers Steve 

Morton and Steve Gray took over 
in his place to paint Bryant Field. 
   With the Tigers in the playoffs for 
a school-record, third-straight year 

earlier this fall, Pearson tackled the 
end zones at Bryant Field. That was 
a victory in itself. 

Tom Pearson of Toulon kept busy this fall spraying the end zones in Princeton for football play-
off games there, where his son, Ryan Pearson, is head coach. Princeton reached the Class 3A 
quarterfinals. Photo by Kevin Hieronymus. 

Continued on Page 2



Shoppers Shoppe will allow kids to 
Christmas shop and take home gifts 
for their families and friends.   
   Community members are also en-
couraged to help fill and decorate 
stockings for residents of Courtyard 
Estates and for veterans in the VA 
home in LaSalle. The Baptist church 
is also the location for classic Christ-
mas movies in the sanctuary and face 
painting.   
   Free horse-drawn wagon rides will 
be available throughout the evening. 
Hop on and hop off for these rides 
are at the Fire House. The rides will 
take participants through various res-
idential streets, highlighting dec-
orated homes. This ride will also 
include a stop at St John’s Catholic 

Church where people can view both 
the inside and outside of this icon of 
the community. 
   Local businesses are encouraged to 
participate in the Shop Local cam-
paign in which “Bradford Bucks’ will 
be the Grand Prize in the adult raffle. 
All participating businesses will be 
listed on the back of the Bradford 
Bucks and the Bradford Bucks spent 
at the various businesses will be re-
deemable by the businesses at the 
Bradford Banking Center.  
   Kids raffle items will be three 
stockings: a giant 3- to 4-foot stock-
ing, a large and a medium stocking, 
each stuffed with candy, snacks, 
games etc. 
   During Christmas Walk hours, 
there will be a Sip and Shop at Alli 

Ann Boutique in the Senior Citizen 
Building and Betsy Dunehew will 
host an Open House at B Framed 
Photography, her new studio on 
North Peoria Street (old police sta-
tion). She will be offering a free digi-
tal picture per family, ornament 
frame decorating, and snacks and 
drinks. 
   There will be other activities 
throughout the village for your en-
joyment. The evening will culminate 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Leet Methodist 
Church with the announcements of 
the raffle winners, Holiday Home of 
the Year, and the Best Decorated 
Business, concluding with commu-
nity Christmas carol singing.

   Curry added that the 
adopted scenario appeared 
to be most equal with the 
deviations of the popula-
tions. 
   Another agenda item 
dealt with health insurance 
coverage. Union president 
Gary Bent addressed the 

board concerning a new in-
surance package that is 
available. At the end of 
October, the county board 
approved a $70,000 expen-
diture for the Sheriff’s Of-
fice union members’ 
insurance benefit.  
   Basically, the $70,000 is 
for union members to pur-
chase individual insurance 
coverage and is split 
equally among the union 
members. 
   “We had our union repre-
sentatives tell us ‘here’s a 

company from the East 
Coast’… but we went ac-
ross the street [to Leezer’s 
Insurance Agency],” Bent 
said. “What we found out 
was the group insurance 
would be for the county 
[employees]. They ex-
plained to us was that it 
would be better to grab a 
county number [insurance 
policy] and include every-
body on this … insurance.” 
   By doing so, a better rate 
could be realized.  
   “We looked at it both 

ways and we decided the 
best thing to do would be 
to go to a group insurance 
for the whole county,” 
Bent said. “It does not cost 
the county one dime.” 
   Now, all county employ-
ees can apply for this in-
surance package. Bent said 
having more employees in 
the plan will lower the rate 
for participants.  
   Finally, the board ap-
proved the Fiscal Year 
2021-22 bills.
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CHRISTMAS: Free horse-drawn wagon rides

   “I’m just excited to be doing it,” 
said Pearson, who made a miracu-
lous recovery from his fall. “It (was) 
just one day at time. There was quite 
awhile there (after the fall) I don’t re-
member at all. 
   “I didn’t think about (painting), 
until last year. I was just heartbroken 
along with the kids and everybody 
that they didn’t have the football sea-
son. I think I might have been up to it 
then, but what do you do?” 
   After heavy rains over the weekend 
before Princeton’s first Class 3A 
playoff game (a 47-14 win over Pop-
lar Grove North Boone), the weather 
broke and Pearson made it to the 
field Tuesday to start his field make-
over. He said it took about six hours 
to paint the south end zone, using the 
design for “Cincinnati Bengal” Tiger 
stripes that the two Steves used in 
2019. 
   He then got a late start that Wed-
nesday because of wetness on the 

grass, but expected to get the north 
end zone finished by day’s end. 
   He joked that I should text the 
coach and ask if his dad knows how 
to spell “Tigers,” in reference to the 
“Who’s the Chefs” Snickers com-
mercial. 
   Pearson said he just hoped there 
wasn’t a repeat of tricks the weather 
played with heavy snow that fell on 
Halloween just before the playoff 
game, which had to be cleared off. 
   Pearson still has a desire to paint 
“Tigers” in at midfield and maybe a 
Tiger paw, but is still waiting to get 
permission from the coach. 
   “He cut me off again,” Tom said 
with a laugh. “But, that’s all right. He 
wants these kids to earn a little bit 
extra like the kids before. That’s just 
Ryan. That’s his choice. I offered and 
he said, ‘We’ll wait.’” 
   The Tiger coach is very apprecia-
tive of his dad’s support and to have 
him back doing what he loves most. 
   “Oh gosh, that means everything to 

still have my dad be a part of my life 
and our football program,” Ryan 
Pearson said. “Family has always 
been his top priority and it truly upset 
him to miss my games and painting 
our end zones in 2019. He has 
painted the end zones ever since 
1997 when I was playing in the play-
offs my senior year. He really enjoys 
doing it and it has since become a 
tradition for my family.” 
   Princeton (10-2) wound up win-
ning one more home playoff game 
this fall in the second round (40-0 
over Prairie Central) before falling in 
the quarterfinals to Elmhurst IC 
Catholic, 31-7. 
   A painter by trade, Pearson still has 
a “ton” of purple paint left over from 
his son’s coaching days at Canton. 
   “I never count them all. I always 
tell him about 40 cans, to make him 
feel responsible,” he said with a 
chuckle. 
   KEVIN HIERONYMUS is sports editor of the 
Bureau County Republican.

Continued from Page 1
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Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   11-23 - Sierra S. Jordan - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   11-27 - Brandon M. Franzen - Dis-
regard official traffic control device, 
failure to reduce speed, and leaving 
the scene. 
   11-28 - Patrick J. Johnston - Im-
proper turn at intersection, improper 
traffic lane usage, and transport/carry 
alcoholic liquor.. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
   11-26 - DUI Traffic - Payton T. 
Browning - Driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. 
   11-28 - DUI Traffic - Patrick J. 
Johnston - Driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol and driving under 
the influence of alcohol/BAC .08. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   11-21 - A 79-year-old Bradford res-
ident was reported as missing. The in-
dividual was later safely located and 
returned to his residence.   
   11-23 - Christopher A. Lease, 47, 
LaFayette, was ticketed for operation 
of an uninsured vehicle. 
   11-27 - Payton T. Browning, 21, 
Toulon, was issued notices to appear 
for citations issued that included driv-
ing under the influence, failure to re-
duce speed to avoid an accident and 
improper lane usage. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   11-22 - Officer notified several 
times throughout the week in refer-
ence to railroad crossing malfunc-
tions at various crossings.  
   11-22 - to the 100 block of SW 
4th St. for a neglected dog com-
plaint. It was unfounded. 
   11-22 - to the 600 block of NW 
1st St. for a burning complaint on a 
non-burn day.  
   11-23 - to a residence on SW 6th 
Ave. for a welfare check. Officer ul-
timately forced entry into the house 
and found the resident deceased. 
The coroner was notified. 
   11-23 - to the 100 block of SW 
4th St. for a neglected dog com-
plaint. It was unfounded. 
   11-24 - along with the Galva Fire 
Department and Stark County 
Medic to the 800 block of N. Center 
Ave. for a complaint of smoke com-
ing from the basement. It was deter-

mined to be the Galva Sewer De-
partment smoking sewers as they 
checked for leaks. 
   11-24 - Officer clocked a vehicle 
entering the city limits at 105 mph 
on the west edge of town. As the re-
sult of a traffic stop, Bradley Reed, 
25, Park Forest, was arrested for 
speeding more than 35 mph above 
the speed limit. He was released 
with a required court date. 
   11-24 - to the 700 block of NW 
1st Ave. for a power transformer 
that malfunctioned. Ameren was 
notified for repairs. 
   11-25 - to a motorist assist near 
the intersection of SW 6th Ave. and 
SW 6th St. 
   11-25 - along with deputies from 
Henry County and Knox County to 
attempt to locate a rollover accident 
with injuries somewhere north of 
Altona. The vehicle was found by 
Knox County just north of Altona in 
a field. 
   11-25 - along with the ambulance 
to a medical emergency at a house 
on West Division Street. 
   11-25 - Officer met with a subject 
at the police department in refer-
ence to a debit card that was found. 
The owner was contacted. 
   11-25 - to the 300 block of NE 
2nd St. for an out-of-control juve-
nile complaint. 
   11-26 - to the 800 block of NW 
4th St. for a verbal dispute involv-
ing a juvenile. 
   11-27 - along with the fire depart-
ment and Stark County Medic to 
Sentry Estates for a report involving 
a broken water pipe that was spray-
ing water onto an electrical outlet. 
   11-28 - While patrolling on Mar-
ket Street, an officer heard a verbal 
disturbance in the 300 block of 
Front St., but every Galva railroad 
crossing was blocked by a stopped 
train. Officer had to go around via 
Midland Road. The subjects were 
gone when the officer finally ar-

rived to investigate. 
   11-28 - to the 200 block of SE 
2nd St., for a loose dog complaint. 
The owners found the dog and took 
it home. 
   11-28 - to assist Henry County 
with a physical fight at a residence 
two miles west of town on Route 
34. Henry County deputies made 
two arrests for battery. 
   11-28 - to a utility wire that came 
down in the 00 block of SE 4th St. 
Ameren was notified for repairs. 
   11-24 - Jesse Hutchinson, 40, 
Galva, was issued an AWT for fai-
lure to maintain his property with 
accumulation of junk. 

Property Transfers 
   11-22 - Beb Family Limited Part-
nership, Jeffrey A. and Stacy M. 
Gehrig to Beb Family Limited Part-
nership - Pt 21-12-6 SW - Consider-
ation = $0.  
   11-22 - Beb Family Limited Part-
nership, Jeffrey A. and Stacy M. 
Gehrig to Jeffrey A. and Stacy M. 
Gehrig - Pt 21-12-6 SW - Consider-
ation = $0. 
   11-22 - Erin J. and Robert M. 
Price to Jackson K. Harkness - West 
Jersey Block 1 Lots 2, 3, 6, 7, & 10 
- 3112 Jersey St., Toulon - Consid-
eration = $145,000. 
   11-23 - Harold H. Cunning, Dec’d 
by Exec. to Bruce R., Elizabeth A., 
Evelyn B., Trustee, and Gary D., 
Trustee Endress - Pt 5-13-5 SW & 
SE - Consideration = $568,800. 
   11-23 - Jeffrey Monnich to City 
of Toulon - John Culbertson Eastern 
Add’n - Pt Lot 19 - 413 E. Jefferson 
St., Toulon - Consideration = 
$4,000. 
   11-24 - Debra and Wayne Clow to 
James Jr. and Lashung D. Webb - Pt 
19-13-6 SW - Consideration = 
$500. 

Marriages 
   11-24 - Trista Lynn Meacham, 
Toulon and Joshua Michaael Wat-
son, Toulon. 
   11-24 - Braedon Conner Starberg, 
Wyoming and Shai Michelle Louise 
Draminski, Wyoming. 
   11-24 - Trace Corbin Tuthill, 
Ames, Iowa, and Julia De Mattos 
Brittes, Ames, Iowa.

PUBLIC RECORD



   Readers will be pleased to know 
that I have brought on a part-time 
research assistant. So, I will no 
longer have to make things up for 
my writings, and can use real facts 
based on research, if I choose to. 
What an improvement!  
   New RA Kyle Dennison of Kewa-
nee is a sharp, 
passionate young 
teacher, who has 
taught math in 
both low- and 
middle-income 
public schools, in 
his seventh year 
now. Our first 
discussions have 
already led us to 
an important, vexing problem:  
   Abundant research shows that stu-
dents from low- and modest-income 
brown, Black and white American 
households have, for decades, 

lagged far behind upper-income 
families in math achievement. As a 
result, American students overall 
score poorly in math and science 
against other developed nations. 
And even students from our best 
high schools often score less well 
than students from Finland, Hong 
Kong and major cities in China, 
such as Shanghai, which alone has 
about the population of California.  
   If the U.S. wants to remain the 
global “king of the hill” in wealth 
and technological achievement, we 
simply must increase overall math 
achievement of our students. It’s a 
national security issue, literally.  
   Simply put: China seeks to re-
place us as the dominant techno-
logical power, and it is largely 
focusing on education to achieve its 
goal. 
   Upwardly mobile Chinese parents 
(and most Chinese parents see 

themselves as moving up, because 
of rapid economic growth) assidu-
ously push their children to study 
hard and achieve in school. I use 
this illustration to support my point. 
   More than a decade ago, I arrived 
in Shanghai to become a visiting 
professor at one of its leading uni-
versities. The day after my flight to 
that bustling city of 28 million, I 
was walking down a leafy side 
street on a Saturday morning. I no-
ticed small children in cute uni-
forms walking toward a low-slung 
building. The Monday following, I 
asked my host professor what was 
going on. 
   “Oh, they were going to school. 
Our youngsters attend school until 
noon every Saturday.” And, I would 
add, for one more hour of instruc-
tion each week day than in the U.S. 
   I mused to myself that if Chinese 
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   The Prairie News is published 
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The smartest person in the room
   We all know a few people who 
think of themselves as the smartest 
person in the room. We also know a 
handful of people who actually are 
the smartest person in the room. 
   Neil Harl was the latter; he was 
the smartest person in the room 
wherever he went and everyone 
either already knew it or quickly 
discovered it. More importantly, 
Harl knew it, too, and he often used 
his fierce intellect and equally quick 
smile to dominate public debates 
and charm dinner 
guests. 
   Harl died Nov. 
4 in Ames, Iowa, 
the home of Iowa 
State University 
(ISU) and his ac-
ademic home 
since his fresh-
man days there in 
1951. His record 
is legendary: a 
bachelor’s degree, two years of mil-
itary service, one year as an ag edi-
tor, then a law degree, a Ph.D. in 
economics and, a full professorship 
and endowed chair at ISU by 1976. 
   During that remarkable rise, Harl 
also made himself into the most 
published, most sought-out ag attor-
ney/ag economist in the nation. 
During his career he would publish 
29 books and give more than 3,400 
presentations in 43 states and 17 
foreign nations. 
   And, of course, he kept an immac-
ulate record of it all. 
    In 1981, as his national reputa-
tion was soaring, Harl did one of 
the most courageous things I’ve 
ever seen: he put everything he had 

– his career, the accolades, and his 
impeccable reputation – on the line 
to predict that fast-expanding farm 
debt and the just-passed Reagan tax 
cuts would bring economic calam-
ity to rural America. 
   It wasn’t a guess; it was an act of 
conscience. In August of 1981, he 
would write a decade later in his 
book The Farm Debt Crisis of the 
1980s, he had spent weeks studying 
the Reagan Administration’s new 
tax cuts to update lecture notes. 
What he learned, though – when 
combined with the tight money pol-
icy of Paul Volker’s Federal Re-
serve – troubled him. 
   He soon sounded the alarm 
through speeches, op/eds, and con-
versations with reporters. Harl sup-
plied the facts, figures, and 
forecasts; the newspapers supplied 
the gongs. 
   His warnings, however, were met 
by scowls from ag bankers and 
rural politicians. All were certain 
that the 1970s’ fat times would con-
tinue to roll under the White 
House’s “supply side,” free market 
philosophy 
   “‘What are you trying to do to our 
president?’” he was asked by “a fly-
ing wedge of Republican stalwarts” 
at a 1981 banking conference in 
Des Moines, he later wrote. 
   “I assured the phalanx of critics,” 
he explained “‘… that I was indeed 
a loyal Republican (and that) there 
was just one thing worse than bor-
rowing money, and that was voting 
Democratic.” 
   It made no difference; the 
hatchets were out for Harl and they 
were sharp, powerful, and relent-

less. 
   He stayed on message, however, 
and by 1984, everything Harl had 
said would happen had either hap-
pened or was happening. Ag banks 
were bleeding bad loans, many 
Farm Credit banks needed federal 
bailouts, and thousands of farmers 
and ranchers were either closing 
their barn doors for good or having 
lenders foreclose ‘em. It was the 
biggest U.S. farm crack-up since 
the Great Depression. 
   Harl didn’t waste his or rural 
America’s time gloating; he went to 
work on ways to ease the debt that 
was crushing farmers and banks 
alike. His specialties, law and eco-
nomics, gave him unique insights 
on how lenders and the government 
could work together to develop new 
strategies and assistance programs 
to work through mountains of farm 
debt while healing broken markets. 
   And, slowly – far too slowly for 
far too many – the laggards finally 
listened to what the farmboy profes-
sor was saying. Harl had been right 
all along and only later, decades 
after the calamity had passed, 
would he acknowledge that his 
critics had been wrong. Dead 
wrong, in fact. 
   But saying it didn’t make him the 
smartest person in the room. It did, 
however, make him one of the most 
courageous and, sure, more than 
just immodest. 
   It made him, in fact, Neil Harl. 
   © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.
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Sleepwalking through our own decline
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parents were told their children 
could not go to school on Saturday, 
there would be riots in the street. 
Conversely, if American parents 
were told their kids had to go to 
school on Saturday, I fear there 
would probably also be riots in the 
street. 
   Math and science achievement are 
central to economic development 
and the wealth generated by rapidly 
evolving digital and quantum tech-
nologies. 
   What can we do? My new RA 
Kyle Dennison recommends the 
following, which is buttressed by 
much research that he and I came 
across: 
   • Longer school year and day, 
from 174 or so days a year, to 190 
or more, and increase instructional 
hours from 5 to 5½ or 6, as in the 
nations that lead us significantly in 
math achievement; 
   • Year-round school, replacing the 
long summer break, which causes 
learning loss, with a number of 

shorter breaks throughout the year, 
and 
   • Increase in the quality of our 
teachers. The teaching profession is 
so highly valued in Finland that it is 
hard to get into their teachers’ col-
leges (only 10 percent of applicants 
do); in the U.S., it is hard not to get 
into our schools of education. In the 
U.S., with exceptions, of course, the 
best and brightest do not pursue ca-
reers in teaching, for reasons of low 
pay, low respect and testing and 
regulatory overload.  
   None of these recommendations 
would count for much, however, 
until our parents and society set 
higher achievement expectations 
and goals for our youngsters, and 
provide the encouragement and dis-
cipline critical to student achieve-
ment. 
   Based on my six decades of ob-
servation of rural, small town as 
well as low-income urban settings, 
there has been a woeful cultural 
inattention to the importance of 
educational achievement. We must 

put classroom goals on the same 
lofty level of importance as cross-
ing the Friday night football goal 
line. 
   Low-income families on our 
many welfare programs should be 
asked, in return for government 
supports, to improve their parenting 
skills and attention to their kids’ 
school effort. 
   I appreciate that our society has 
been going through much the past 
year and more, with the pandemic. 
But, just as England slept for a dec-
ade while Hitler rearmed the Third 
Reich, America seems to be asleep 
while China and other dynamic 
Asian nations seek to race past us. 
   Jim Nowlan is a retired professor of 
American politics who has taught in 
China on several occasions. Allen An-
dersen is a retired businessman and eco-
nomic development consultant. They 
reside in central Illinois.

NOWLAN: STEM required for economic development
Continued from Page 4



By RON DIETER 
For The Prairie News 

   Well, here it is, the begin-
ning of December and we 
haven’t had to contend with 
any significant snow or ice. 
I’m not complaining, al-
though it wouldn’t hurt our 
gardens to have some more 
moisture, in rain-drop form 
please, before the ground 
freezes.  

   Nevertheless, some snow 
and ice is inevitable and 
that means we’ll be reach-
ing for the shovel and the 
salt. When Mother Nature 
blesses us with just an inch 
or so of snow, we might be 
tempted to sprinkle de-icer 
on the walks and driveway 
to melt the snow away. Ho-
wever, it’s much better for 
nearby shrubs and peren-

nials, as well as the creeks 
and rivers downstream, to 
use a leaf blower, shovel or 
broom instead. Your con-
crete driveway and walks 
will be better off too. 
   The most common de-icer 
used by homeowners is 
rock salt, sodium chloride. 
While it’s pretty good at 
melting away ice, it’s also 
pretty good at corroding 

metal railings and breaking 
up concrete surfaces.  
   There are other chemical 
compounds, such as potas-
sium chloride, magnesium 
chloride and calcium mag-
nesium acetate, that lower 
the freezing point much 
more and thus are less dam-
aging to porous surfaces.  
   All the chemicals I’ve 
mentioned are corrosive 
and damaging to the envi-
ronment. How can you pro-
tect your plants and 
hardscapes and still keep 
from falling on your 
keister? The answer is to 
use these de-icers, but use 
them correctly.  
   Don’t use de-icers to melt 
snow. Remove the snow 
and then apply deicer.  
   Use just enough to do the 
job. The University of Min-
nesota says that a 12-ounce 
coffee mug of de-icer is 
enough to do 1,000 square 
feet of walks and driveway. 
   Consider using sand, kitty 
litter or even sawdust to 
give you some grip. 
   To protect nearby shrubs 
and perennials, avoid shov-
eling salt-laden snow on 
them. If you live along a 
roadway on which de-icing 
compounds are used, con-
sider wrapping those plants 
with burlap or frost cover. 
   When installing landscape 
plants near walks and 
drives, keep them at least 
three feet away to minimize 
salt damage.  
   Research plants that are 
salt tolerant. The University 
of Wisconsin has a good list 
in its publication A3877. 
   Climate scientists tell us 
in a few years snow and ice 
will be the least of our 
worries. Until then, keep 
that snow shovel handy. 
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Use de-icers wisely to aid plants, pavement

Short-eared owls arriving 
Prime time for short-eared owls is winter in strip-mine grasslands

By GRETCHEN STEELE 
For The Prairie News 

   Short-eared owls are once again ar-
riving to winter in the tall grass of re-
claimed strip mines and prairies of 
Illinois. Depending on locality, short-
eared owls are also called Marsh 
Owl, Grass Owl, Flat-Faced Owl and 
Bog Owl.  
   These relatively small, diurnal owls 
are best viewed at dawn and dusk as 
they soar over open grasslands look-
ing for their favorite food, voles. 
   The short-eared owl is specially 
equipped to hunt and survive on the 
prairie. It survives in that grassy 
landscape by hunting from a hover 
and building a nest on the ground – 
the only Illinois owl that nests on the 
ground. 
   Likely among the most numerous 
owl species before human settlement 
and agricultural practices began to 
destroy their habitat, short-eared 
owls are now an Illinois state-endan-
gered species. 
   However, the rolling, open grass-
land and tall grass hills of reclaimed 
strip mines provide excellent habitat 
for them. Once located, it’s not un-
usual to find small groups of short 
eared owls wintering across southern 

Illinois “strip pits” and central Illi-
nois prairies and grasslands.  
   They are active for a short time 
each day, usually at dusk and dawn. 
Their fluttering, almost butterfly-like 
flight can identify them. Despite their 
seemingly small size, they display a 
sizeable graceful wingspan, and their 
flight pattern includes a butterfly-like 
wing movement combined with soar-
ing and diving over the fields. 
   With good binoculars or a keen 
eye, one can also spot them “roost-
ing” on fence posts, sturdy weeds, or 
simply sitting in the grass and open 
fields enjoying a meal. 
   Another indicator that Short-eared 
owls may be close by is the presence 
of the northern harrier or marsh 
hawk. Short-eared owls often roost 
with their counterpart, the northern 
harrier, also an Illinois endangered 
species.  
   Decent numbers of northern har-
riers can also be found in reclaimed 
strip mine areas, where it’s not un-
usual to see both birds soaring over 
the fields together and even engaging 
in the occasional skirmish over prey.  
   It’s often easy to view the owls 
from the roadway or the warmth of a 
vehicle. And the use of good binocu-

lars or a spotting scope can provide 
you with many enjoyable viewing 
moments without the worry of stray-
ing onto closed refuge ground or dis-
turbing a hunter. Staying in your 
vehicle also makes a very useful 
photo blind and is less disturbing to 
the endangered species.  
   Unfortunately, we have learned that 
short-eared owls that have been sub-
jected to high traffic and disturbance 
by people often will not return to that 
particular roost and feeding site the 
following winter. They are pretty shy 
little birds that aren’t comfortable 
with a large amount of disruption.  
Keep that in mind if you plan a trip 
to visit and view short-eared owls 
this winter. 
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 ADVERTISE!   
Call (309) 286-2185

Stark County students 
picked for all-state choir 
   TOULON – Eight Stark County 
sixth-grade students have been se-
lected to represent Stark County in the 
Illinois elementary all state choirs this 
year. 
   They are Rylee Bowen, Coley Johns-
ton, Alivia Keyes, Julia Kronner, Isaac 
Macke, Anna Newby, Hallie Newton 
and Kamiyah Webster. They will re-
hearse and perform at the Peoria Civic 
Center on Saturday, Jan. 29.  
Firearm deer harvest  
increases from 2020 
   SPRINGFIELD – Illinois hunters 
harvested a preliminary total of 
50,300 deer during the first weekend 
of the shotgun deer season, Nov. 19-
21. That’s up from the 47,147 deer 
hunters took during the first firearm 
weekend in 2020.  
   Local county totals were: Stark Co. 
117 (down 8), and Henry Co. 280 
(down 10). 
   Illinois’ seven-day firearm deer 
season will conclude today through 
Sunday (Dec. 2-5).  
Galva chamber welcomes 
Rambling Rose to town 
   GALVA – The  Galva Chamber of 
Commerce held a ribbon cutting last 
Saturday morning for Rambling 
Rose, Galva’s new floral shop 
owned by Katie Mertz. 
   The shop is located at 328 Com-
mercial St. and does weddings, fu-
nerals, proms and homecomings and 
delivers to cemeteries. Mertz also 
has a shop full of wreaths, lanterns, 
stones and many nice gifts. 
   Hours are Monday through Friday 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Saturdays 9 
a.m until noon. There are extended 
holiday hours. 
Holiday festivities at  
Abilities Plus open house 
   KEWANEE – Abilities Plus is pre-
paring for the Christmas season with 
its annual holiday open house on Sun-
day, Dec. 5, from 1-3 p.m. at 1100 N. 

East St. in Kewanee. The public is in-
vited and welcome to attend.   
   Due to safety concerns, face masks 
are required and refreshments will not 
be served this year. The open house 
will feature a bake sale, raffle items, 
and the chance to purchase collect-
ibles, holiday décor and hand dec-
orated evergreen wreaths. 2022 Wall 
Calendars will also be given out. 
   There are also several raffle items 
and winners will be drawn at 3 p.m. 
   Evergreen wreaths decorated by in-
dividuals in the Abilities Plus work 
services program will be sold for $15. 
To order a wreath, call (309) 852-
4626. Proceeds benefit children and 
adults with delays and disabilities in 
Henry, Stark and western Bureau 
Counties. 
Galva will host annual 
tour of lighted homes 
   GALVA – Galva will host its annual 
tour of residential lighted homes on 
Sunday, Dec. 18. To include your 
home on the tour list, please email    
galvaarts@gmail.com or call (563) 
293-6986. Names, addresses and the 
time will be available before the tour. 
Galva First Baptist offers 
holiday sweets 
   GALVA – First Baptist Church of 

Galva is selling chocolate fudge, pea-
nut butter fudge and peanut brittle for 
$5 per pound (fudge) or bag (brittle). 
Call the church at (309) 932-2713 and 
place your order before Dec. 11. If 
there is no answer, please leave a mes-
sage with your name, phone number 
and what you wish to order.  
Drive-up vaccination 
available in Kewanee 
   KEWANEE – Drive Up Covid test-
ing and vaccination is still available at 
the Health Department’s Kewanee Of-
fice, 110 N. Burr Blvd.  
   PCR and Rapid Antigen Covid Test-
ing is available at the mobile site Mon-
day through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. 
   The Moderna vaccine will be avail-
able Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
8:30 a.m-3:30 p.m., to those 18 or 
older wanting the first or second dose, 
or third booster shot.  
   No appointments are necessary.  
Et cetera 
   • The Henry County Health Depart-
ment has its quarterly board meeting at 
6 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 8 at the 
Henry County Health Department of-
fice, 110 N. Burr Blvd., Kewanee. 
• The Stark County Health Department 
has its quarterly board meeting at 6 
p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 7, in the Stark 
County Courtroom on the 2nd floor. 

BRIEFS

Pictured for tast Saturday’s ribbon cutting at the Rambling Rose in Galva were (left to 
right): Carson Halsall, Jake Anderson, Melissa Halsall, Julie Frisk, Katie Mertz, Mayor Rich 
Volkert and Stacy Hanks, President of the Galva Chamber of Commerce.  



By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva 
Park District board re-
ceived a donation of 
$3,000 from Bishop Hill 
Energy. 

   It was reported to the 
board during its most re-
cent meeting that Aidan 
Moore is rebuilding the 
home softball dugout for 
his Eagle Scout project at 
the Park District. 

   Board President Katie 
Laurin changed the pool 
landline to a Straight Talk 
mobile phone. She will 
have the phone in the off-
season. The phone 
number will remain the 

same. 
   There were no updates 
on a new maintenance 
shed, light poles or chang-
ing the locks as Superin-
tendent Nathan Glaser 
was absent. 
   The board unanimously 
approved to accept the tax 
levy as presented. 
   President Laurin will 
talk to the City of Galva 
about holding future 
Galva Park Board meet-
ings at City Hall. 
   The board has met in 
the Herbster house since it 
was willed to them. The 
board will need to find a 
new place as the home 
was sold. 
   The board will meet in 
December at The Dunes 
for its annual holiday 
party.

By DON SCHMIDT 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – The June 8, 1932, 
issue of the Wyoming Post-Herald 
chronicles the tragic electrocution 
of William B. and Edna Mae 
Graves and the incredible attempts 
to revive them over a period of five 
hours. 
   At 6 p.m. June 6, 1932, during a 
thunderstorm Mr. Graves ap-
proached the back door of his home 
on North Sixth Street and noticed 
that a radio antenna wire had come 
loose. He grasped the wire with the 
intent of throwing it out of the way.  
The bare wire had fallen across two 
electric service wires from the 
house to the barn. The muscles in 
his hand contracted immediately 
and he was unable to let go as he 
dropped to the ground. 
   Mrs. Graves saw his plight and 
immediately ran to his assistance. 
Mrs. Graves grasped either the wire 
or the body of her husband. The 
electrical current passed through 
her body, and she was prostrated. 

   Their 9-year-old daughter Betty 
ran to the front of the house 
screaming for help. Roy Shullaw 
raced to the rear of the Graves 
home and found Mr. and Mrs. 
Graves entangled in the wire, ap-
parently lifeless. Sensing the situ-
ation, he ran to the barn and secured 
a rake, which he used to pull the 
wire away. He disentangled the 
bodies and shouted to his wife to 
summon all physicians, and then 
sent calls for Public Service Com-
pany employees. 
   Resuscitation attempts were 
started immediately. When more 
help arrived, two doors were re-
moved from the inside of the house 
to serve as stretchers and, with the 
Public Service men also on the 
stretcher, the bodies were removed 
to the barn, without interruption of 
the resuscitation efforts. 
   Drs. Wyllys, McMackin and 
Wead were on the scene in record 
time, and heart stimulants were in-
jected into the two bodies. Neigh-
bors and others furnished about 20 

hot-water bottles and the bodies 
were kept warm from 6 to 11 p.m.  
Mrs. E. E. Brown, former county 
nurse, instructed a number of ladies 
in the manner of massaging the 
bodies in order to start circulation 
of the blood. 
   When physicians deemed it prob-
able that sparks of life might be re-
turned to the bodies, it was ordered 
that calls be sent to Galva and Ke-
wanee for pulmotors – devices for 
delivering oxygen to patients in res-
piratory distress. The Kewanee 
crew made the 21-mile run to Wyo-
ming in 15 minutes.   
   The motors were kept in continu-
ous operation until the bodies were 
pronounced lifeless. Artificial respi-
ration was continued by a large 
force of workers with never a let-
up. 
   It was shortly after 11 p.m. that 
the artificial respiration work was 
ceased and the subjects were de-
clared dead.
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Electrocution the subject of tragic genealogy story
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Bishop Hill Energy donates $3k to Galva Park District



Donald G. Hedgepath 
   BRADFORD – Donald G. 
Hedgepath, 80, of Bradford, Ill. 
passed away Tuesday, Nov. 23, 
2021, at OSF St. Francis Medical 
Center in Peoria, 
Ill.  
   He was born 
Nov. 6, 1941, in 
Sullivan, Ky. the 
son of Roy and 
Wilma (Goforth) 
Hedgepath.  
   Donald married 
Lois Forbes Sept. 
8, 1961, in Au-
rora, Ill. They shared 60 years to-
gether. She survives in Bradford. 
   He is also survived by four chil-
dren: Daniel (Patricia) Hedgepath 
of Bradford, Donna Hoskins of Port 
Charlotte, Fla., Michelle (Chris) 
Shay of Peoria and Rodney (Susan) 
Hedgepath of Washington, Ill.; four 
grandchildren: Joshua (Sarah) 
Hedgepath, Luke Hedgepath, Matt 
Hedgepath and Alyssa (Tyler) Mi-
chael; one great-granddaughter, 
Areyana Hedgepath; six step-grand-
children: Rebecca (Justin) Gosch, 
Ryan Brinker, Joel (Kelli) Brinker, 
Alex (Mikkell) Brinker, Jasmine 
Cowitz and Katelyn Cowitz; nine 
step-great-grandchildren: Carter 
Brinker, Jasper Brinker, Sophia 
Cantrell, Rosalie Brinker, Mille 
Brinker, Maverick Brinker, Hudson 
Brinker, Johnathan (Lee Ann) 
Gosch, and Thomas Gosch; two 
sisters: Frances Carter of Naples, 
Fla., and Joyce Lutz of Naples, Fla.; 
and two brothers: Jerry Hedgepath 
of Orlando, Fla. and Rick Hedge-
path of Calif.; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.  
   Donald was preceded in death by 
his parents; three brothers Roy 
Hedgepath, Chuck Polk and Jimmy 
Hedgepath; and one sister, Wanda 
Hedgepath in infancy.  
   He was a longtime truck driver.  
   Donald loved animals, riding mo-
torcycles and watching wrestling. 
He especially loved trucking and a 
shiny truck.  
   A visitation was held from 5-7 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021, at 
Grant-Johnson Funeral Home, 
Bradford. A funeral service was  
held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 30, 
2021, at the funeral home following 
the visitation, with Pastor Jan Rin-
genberg officiating. Cremation rites 
were to be accorded after the serv-
ice and a private burial was to be 
held at the Osceola Grove Cemetery 
in rural Bradford.  
   In lieu of flowers memorials may 
be directed to an animal rescue of 
your choice. Online condolence 
may be sent to www.grant-
johnsonfh.com. 

Roberta J. Stone 
   KEWANEE – Roberta Joyce 
(Stead) Stone, 84, known fondly as 
“Bert” to her friends and family, 
passed away Monday, Nov. 22. She 
was born to Fern and Vernon Stead 
on Sept. 6, 1937, in Kewanee, Ill. 
She attended Kewanee Boilers High 
School where she graduated with 
the class of 1955. 
   Bert married Donald R. Stone that 
same year and the city girl moved 
to the country. She milked cows, 
drove tractors, canned her plentiful 
garden harvest and raised four chil-
dren on the farm. She found a job in 
town as bookkeeper for Bradford 
Industries, where she worked until 
1973.  
   Bert left the farm as an independ-
ent woman and left half her heart 
behind her. She loved to vacation in 
Wisconsin and Missouri, spending 
time fishing their many lakes, and 
eventually made Missouri her 
home. There she found better pay 
and many job opportunities. She 
employed her bookkeeping skills 
with the Red Cross, KDMO radio 
station, Carthage Cable Computers, 
Grand Lake Mental Health Man-
agement and Willow Crest 
Hospital.  
   In 1988, Bert received the ovarian 
cancer diagnosis that would bring 
her bookkeeping career to an end. 
She spent the next year battling 
cancer and healing by the lake. She 
would can, bake Christmas cookies 
and paint to build strength. It was 
during that time she met the love 
and companion of her life, Bill 
Lamb.  
   In 1992 Bert went to work for the 
craftsmen at Silver Dollar City in 
Branson, Mo. She worked for 15 
different craftsmen doing their craft 
and entertaining the many visitors. 
She spent 10 years at this post and 
loved every minute of it.   
   Bert loved her sister, Delores. 
They spent many hours of their re-
tirement going for rides and making 
jellies, Bert’s beloved dog, Charlie, 
was always by her side.  
   Bert was preceded in death by her 
parents, her son, Terry D. Stone, 
and her life companion, Bill Lamb. 
She is survived by her sister, De-
lores (Stead) Grimes; her children, 
Marilyn (Stone) Wilson and hus-
band Tom, Rob Stone and wife 
Francie, and Beth (Stone) Skinner 
and husband Brent. Also, her grand-
children, Mary Wood and husband 
Rob, Mark Wilson, Adam Wilson 
and partner Linda Emmons, and 
Cameron Skinner; and her great-
grandchildren, Nyia, Marcus, and 
Devon Stone and Charlie Wilson.  
Additional love of Heart for her 

adopted children; Bill Rouse, Lynn 
Storm Reither, Allen and Kellie 
Testerman, David Palmer and 
Megan Burris. 
   In lieu of flowers the family 
requests donations be made to the 
Carthage Humane Society at 13860 
Dog Kennel Ln., Carthage, Mo. 
64836 or through the funeral home. 
Her journey to eternity with com-
fort with the Phoenix Hospice 
Team, Amazing Amanda, Whitney, 
Megan, Brent and Jamie “The 
Chaplain.” 

Diana J. Streitmatter 
   GALVA – Diana Jean Streit-
matter, 68, of Galva, died Wednes-
day, Nov. 24, 2021, at her home. 
   Graveside services will be held at 
10 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 4, at Ever-
green Memorial 
Gardens in rural 
Kewanee with 
Rev. Bryan Griem 
officiating. Me-
morials may be 
directed to the 
First Baptist 
Church in Galva. 
Rux Funeral 
Home in Galva is 
in charge of arrangements. 
   She was born Feb. 1, 1953, the 
daughter of Gerald and Loretta 
(Barrett) Streitmatter. She is sur-
vived by several cousins and was 
preceded in death by her parents. 
   Diana had worked in the cafeteria 
for the Galva schools and attended 
the First Baptist Church in Galva. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com. 

Terry B. Owens 
   GALVA – Terry B. Owens, 57, of 
Galva, died Saturday, November 
27, 2021 at his home. 
   Cremation will be accorded and 
private graveside services will be 
held at Warren County Memorial 
Park in Monmouth. Rux Funeral 
Home in Galva is in charge of ar-
rangements. 
   He was born May 8, 1964 in 
Monmouth, the son of Terry “Tad” 
and Judy (Melvin) Owens. He mar-
ried Tracy Briggs on April 7, 1984, 
in Monmouth. Survivors include his 
wife of Galva, his mother of Indi-
ana, his three sons; Justin (Chelcee) 
Owens of Dahinda and Brandon 
(Hanna) Owens and Drayson (Brid-
get) Owens, both of Galva, a 
brother, John Owens of Edwards-
ville, a sister, Angie (Joe) Tarrant of 
Jackson, Mich., and five grandchil-
dren with one on the way. He was 
preceded in death by his father and 
grandparents. 
   Condolences can be left online at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com.
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church 
  

Elmira United Presbyterian Church  
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 

(309) 286-7340, Leave Message. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 

watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  
 

Galva Congregational Church  
Pastor Josh Ryner 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 
 

First Congregational United Church  
of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
 Hill Church 

Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 

Sundays 9am • 10:30am (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 
HillChurchFamily.org 

Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE  

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES

Hedgepath

Card of Thanks 
FAMILY OF WAYDE B. BUCK 

WE ARE at a loss for words to adequately express 
our gratitude for the thoughtful out-pouring of caring 
and support received during Wayde’s hospitalization 
and subsequent passing due to tragic injury 
complications. From near and far, all the wonderful 
cards, beautiful floral/plant arrangements, delicious 
foods, misc. supply items, phone calls, text 
messages, generous memorials, other gifts, acts of 
kindness, loving hugs, sharing tears, expressions of 
compassion, thoughts and prayers will be added to 
our own implicit memories. Thank you so very much. 

 
Wayde’s Family

Streitmatter
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 LEGAL ADS 
• • •     

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

PHYLLIS J. FABRY 
No. 2021-P-15 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Phyllis J. Fabry. Letters of Office 
were issued on August 20, 2021, 
to Roger E. King, 508 N. Madison, 
Wyoming IL 61491, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Michael E. Massie, 
Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. Box 
205, Galva, Illinois 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Stark 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Toulon, Illinois 61483, or with the 
representative, or both, within six 
months from the date of first 
publication, the Bar Date, and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
Massie & Quick, LLC 

Attorney for Estate 
115 Northwest Third Avenue 
Galva, IL 61434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 11/26, 12/3, 12/10/21 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF ELVA B. 
LOUDENBURG,  

Case No. 2021-P-19 
Deceased. 
WILL NOTICE AND CLAIM NOTICE 

– INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATION 

   Notice is given of the death of 
ELVA B. LOUDENBURG of 
Courtyard Estate of Bradford, 100 
Courtyard Blvd., Bradford, Stark 
County, Illinois, 61421. Letters of 
Office were issued on November 
19th 2021 to BRET ADAM ALLEN 
as Independent Representative, 
whose attorney is The Rennick Law 
Firm, P.C., Box 430, Toulon, IL 
61483. 
   Notice is given to all interested 

parties, heirs or legatees who are 
named in a petition filed in the 
above proceeding to probate a will 
and whose names or addresses are 
not stated in the petition to admit 
the will to probate, including, but 
not limited to, the unknown heirs 
at law, if any, of the deceased in 
the above named estate 
proceeding, that an orders were 
entered by the court on November 
19th 2021, admitting the will to 
probate. Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original order 
of admission you may file a 
petition with the court to require 
proof of the will by testimony of 
the witnesses to the will in open 
court or other evidence, as 
provided in Section 6-21 of the 
Probate Act to contest the validity 
of the will by filing a petition with 
the court within 6 months after 
admission of the will to probate. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Stark 
County Circuit Clerk, Stark County 
Courthouse, 130 West Main, Box 
426, Toulon, IL 61483, or with the 
representative’s, on or before the 

later of 6 months from the first 
date of publication in this estate, to 
wit: May 26th 2022, or 3 months 
from the date of mailing or delivery 
of notice of death and the names 
and addresses of the 
representative’s and their attorney 
of record and any claim not filed 
within that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed. 
   The estate will be administered 
without court supervision, unless 
under Section 28-4 of the Probate 
Act of 1975 (IL Rev. Stat., Ch 755 
ILCS 5/28-4) any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time by 
mailing or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the clerk.  You may 
obtain a copy of a Petition to 
Terminate Independent 
Administration form from the Clerk 
of Court at the above address. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions.  To e-file, you 

must create an account with an e-
filing service provider.  Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourt.gov 
/faq/gethelp.asp, or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s office. 
   Dated this 23rd day of 
November, 2021.  
         BRETT ADAM ALLEN 
         (Independent 
Representative) 
 
        By: /S/ Robert H. Rennick, Sr. 
                   Robert H. Rennick, Sr. 
THE RENNICK LAW FIRM, P.C. 
P.O. Box 430 
Toulon, Illinois 61483 
Telephone: (309) 286-5921  
Facsimile: (309) 286-59721   
Published 11/26, 12/3, 12/10/21 

• • •     
CLAIM NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
  IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 

OF MARK E. MEGAN, deceased. 
No. 2021P18. 

   NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of 
MARK E. MEGAN. Letters of Office 
were issued on November 2, 2021 
to John E. Megan, 67583 Highway 
78, Burns, Oregon 97720, as 
Independent Administrator, whose 
attorney is Trisha Blake-Millar of 
BLAKE LAW OFFICE. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk of this Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois, or 
with the representative, or both, on 
or before June 3, 2022. Any claim 
not filed on or before that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the attorney of record 
within 10 days after it has been 
filed. 
BLAKE LAW OFFICE 
Attorneys for Independent  
   Representative 
56 N. Prairie Street 
Galesburg, IL 61401 
Telephone: (309) 343-3155. 
Published 12/3, 12/10, 12/17/21

Wyoming’s WYHI Center requires repairs
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   WYOMING – Wyoming’s WYHI 
Community Center has reached age 
95 and is in need of repairs. 
   Since 2010, the building has served 
as a community center, thanks to the 
efforts of a group of former students 
and local residents who purchased the 
building that had once housed Wyo-
ming High School and later the Stark 
County Junior High. 
   Now, the building requires roof re-
pairs and other interior renovations to 
remain functional. The estimated cost 
s $50,000-plus and inflation is driving 
that cost upward daily. 
   Recently, the WYHI Center under-
went a change of management com-
prised by a board of six directors who 
are attempting to make the center a 
functional building for events. If there 

is enough interest in restoration, the 
new management will begin fundrais-
ing events and invest money into a 
new roof.  
   Those interested are asked to con-
tact president Jason Gibson at (309) 
883-5750 or vice president Andy 
Porter at (309) 696-7930. For reserva-
tions, contact Roger King at (309) 
213-5574. 
    Fundraisers are being planned. 
Some may include a spaghetti dinner, 
a pancake and sausage breakfast, si-
lent auctions and Bingo. Also, rees-
tablishing activities that used to be 
held in the Center is an objective. For 
instance, the group is interested in 
having a tumbling group and aerobics 
class back in the building. 
   The Community Center is presently 
utilized by the First Baptist Church 
Food Pantry that was started nearly 

30 years ago by Lura Hamilton and 
others. The center is also used for 
adult volleyball games and indoor 
walking. 
   To donate, send correspondences to: 
WYHI Stark County Community 
Center, P.O. Box 24, Wyoming, IL, 
61491. 
   The building was dedicated on Aug. 
29, 1927, and 145 students filled the 
hallways and classrooms that Sep-
tember. 
   Later, Toulon-LaFayette’s high 
school building remained Stark 
County’s high school, while Wyo-
ming’s high school building became 
the Junior High School. It remained 
the Junior High School until 2006 
when it was closed except for the 
“new” gymnasium and agriculture 
shop.
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SPORTS: Galva boys go 0-5 at Williamsfield tourney

CLASSIFIED ADS  
Call (309) 286-2185

FOR SALE 

• One Whirlpool gas dryer, one 
Amana electric stove/oven, both 
work, $100 each or $150 takes 
both. Text messages only (309) 
645-8731. 

SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call 
today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: 

Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including 
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting 
and electrical, by Denny Miller. 
Over 25 years of experience. We 
also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs wel-
come! Call me at (309) 995-
3364, LaFayette. 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos & 
farm equipment. Total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 

FOR RENT 

• TOULON: 415 W. Thomas, 
small 3 bedroom, 1 bath home, 
all appliances, $650 per month 
plus deposit. Phone (309) 678-
1831 or (309) 286-7220.

had 8 against Bureau Valley. 
   Kieser and Unhold had 12 apiece 
against Putnam County, while Re-
werts and Joey Herman tallied 8 
each. Most nights, Stark County 
had six players in the scoring col-
umn. 
  The team finished third in the tour-
nament, winning a tiebreaker with 
Putnam County and Elmwood. 
   Rewerts and Kieser were both 
named to the all-tournament team. 
   “But I can’t stress enough how 
much of a team effort it was, espe-
cially on the defensive end of the 
floor,” Browning said. 
   The Rebels play at Brimfield on 
Friday. The Indians have a new 
coach in former assistant Kevin 
Kreiter and went 2-1 at their Turkey 
Tournament, beating Tremont (60-
53) and Midwest Central (69-50) 
before losing to Knoxville (51-39). 

Galva Boys Basketball 
   Winning has been at a premium of 
late for Galva boys hoops. After 
going 0-9 last year during COVID-
shortened season, the Wildcats are 
currently 0-6 including an 0-5 
showing at the ROWVA-Williamsi-
feld Thanksgiving Tournament. 

   “My overall expectations are low 
and our goal is just to grow and im-
prove,” Coach Josh Harris said. 
“This team is still working on im-
proving and has a long way to go.” 
   Guard Cayden Morse and for-
ward/center Josh Dunner are the 
lone starters back for Galva. Top 
newcomers are freshman Talan Hill 
and sophomore Braxton Rylander, 

according to Harris. 
   “Our biggest weakness so far has 
been our transition defense,” Harris 
said. 
   Galva’s losses at Williamsfield 
were to R-W, West Central (37-25), 
United (68-26), Henry-Senachwine 
(69-44) and to tourney champion 
Port Byron Riverdale (110-34). 
   The Wildcats also dropped Tues-
day’s game at Midland, 70-20. 

Galva Girls Basketball 
   The Lady Wildcats (3-4) won 
Tuesday at home, topping Midland 
52-26. Prior to that, Galva dropped 
its Monday road game at Henry-Se-
nachwine, 69-43. 
   At the R-W Ridgewood Tourna-
ment, Galva beat Orion (46-38) and 
lost to R-W (55-41), Monmouth 
Roseville (52-28) and United (43-
38). 
  The other win came Nov. 23 over 
Bureau Valley, 45-25. 

Stark Co. Girls Basketball 
   After taking nearly two weeks off 
following the Princeton Tourna-
ment, the Lady Rebels (1-3) opened 
a stretch of at home vs. Illini Bluffs 
on Thursday. Stark County is at Ke-
wanee Saturday and at Mercer 
County on Monday.

Continued from Page 12

Guard Cayden Morse heads to the basket 
in the Galva boys basketball team’s sea-
son opener against ROWVA-Williamsfield. 
Morse is one of two returning starters for 
Galva. Photo by Collin Fairfield.
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Stark Co. boys start strong 
Rebels 3rd at Wethersfield tourney after 3-2 start

By JEFF LAMPE  
For The Prairie News 

   KEWANEE – One year ago, moving to 
the competitive Wally Keller Invitational 
Tournament at Wethersfield was a tall 
order for the Stark County boys basket-
ball team. 
   Not this season. The Rebels finished 3-
2 at the tournament to finish third and to 
earn praise from coaches involved. 
   One of those pleased was Stark County 
Coach Dustin Browning, who said, “I’m 
really proud of the fight and determina-
tion we showed during this tournament. 
Never gave in to the score and kept play-
ing hard no matter the score or situ-
ation.” 
   That determination was evident Satur-
day, as Stark County topped Elmwood, 

57-52. James Groter had 12 of his 17 
points in the fourth quarter, as the Rebels 
outscored Elmwood, 20-15, to clinch the 
win. Daniel Kieser added 15 in the win 
and Luke Rewerts had 8. 
   “They play hard, they’re long and 
they’re athletic,” Elmwood Coach Josh 
Fugitt said. “And they definitely exposed 
some of our weaknesses on defense in 
the second half. Some things didn’t 
bounce our way offensively and our de-
fense isn’t good enough to make up for it 
right now.” 
   That ended a two-game losing skid for 
Stark County, which fell to Putnam 
County (51-49) and Bureau Valley (60-
44) at Wethersfield. Kieser scored 13 
points, Rewerts 11 and Ethan Unhold 
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Continued on Page 11

Galva’s varsity boys basketball team consists of: Back Row (left to right) - Jaxson Meier, Keagan Ry-
lander, Jaxson Willer, Damian Enuenwosu, Josh Dunn, Head Coach Josh Harris, Assistant Coach 
Mitch Boston, Talan Hull, Tyler Piester, Cayden Morse, Carter DeVenney and Kaiden Wood. Front 
Row (l to r) - Colin Elgin,  Braxton Rylander and Jett Olson.
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