
By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

  SPRINGFIELD – Each year in 
February, Illinois’ governor must 
propose to lawmakers a spending 
plan for the upcoming fiscal year. 
The General Assembly will then 
spend the next several months 
negotiating which proposals to 
include and which to scrap be-
fore sending the budget back to 
the governor for consideration. 
   On Wednesday, Gov. JB 
Pritzker delivered his fourth pro-
posed budget, this one for fiscal 
year 2023 which will begin July 

1, and outlined spending plans 
for an anticipated $1.7 billion 
surplus for the fiscal year that 
ends June 30. 
   In the upcoming budget, the 
governor asks lawmakers to 
spend $45.4 billion from its gen-
eral revenue funds, the main dis-
cretionary spending accounts for 
state lawmakers. Revenues are 
projected at $45.8 billion, with 
about $41.8 billion from state 
sources and the rest from the fed-
eral government. 
   The budget spends about $1.6 
billion less than the one for the 

current fiscal year, based on esti-
mates from the governor’s office. 
   Here are some major expendi-
tures proposed by the governor. 

Pension contributions 
   Illinois’ largest general revenue 
fund expenses continue to be K-
12 education and pensions. The 
latter will make up 20.7 percent 
of the proposed general revenue 
spending in the upcoming 
budget, or about $9.6 billion. 
   The governor has proposed 
adding another $500 million to 
the pension payment beyond 
what is required by law in fiscal 

years 2022 and 2023. 
   That’s notable, because pre-
vious governors have been 
widely criticized for shortchang-
ing the pension system – some-
thing Pritzker proposed, then 
quickly abandoned, in his first 

year in office.  
   The governor proposed spend-
ing $300 million of the surplus 
from the current fiscal year to 
pay down pensions, with $200 
million added in the upcoming 
budget.  
   The governor’s office esti-
mated the $500 million increase 
beyond statutory amounts would 
reduce unfunded liabilities – 
which sit at about $130 billion – 
by about $1.8 billion. A pension 
buyout program previously ap-
proved by the General Assembly 
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DOLLAR GENERAL ON THE WAY

Stark board 
OKs deal for 

Dollar General

Delivery Delayed  
   For many of you, delivery of 
this week’s issue of The Prairie 
News was delayed by one day 
due to Wednesday’s blowing and 
drifting snow. We apologize for 
the delay.   

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Dollar General is of-
ficially coming to Toulon. 
   The Stark County board approved 
an amendment to a purchase and 
sale contract between the county 
and Dollar General at a special 
meeting on Jan. 26. The amend-
ment specifies exactly how a tem-
porary construction entrance is to 
be constructed. 
   The new Dollar General store is 
to be located just north of the exist-
ing County Highway building and 
be accessed to and from State Route 
91. The temporary entrance will be 
located at the northwest corner of 
the county property to provide 
egress from Route 91. 
   The purchase and sale of 2.27 
acres of county property to The 
Overland Group, LLC, of Birming-
ham, Ala. and West Plains, Mo., for 

the purpose of building a Dollar 
General store is approximately “90 
percent processed”, according to 
County Board Chairman Al Curry. 
   Price tag for the property pur-
chase is $100,000. Once the con-
tract is signed by both parties, 
construction could commence. 
   After years of discussion, the 
county also has plans to construct a 
new highway building, though the 

location is still being evaluated ac-
cording to county engineer Judd 
Giffin. Once a new structure is 
completed, the existing building 
will be torn down. 
   Giffin said the intention is also to 
add a privately-run gas station at 
the corner where the existing main-
teanance building now stands. The 
gas station would be accessed from 
the relocated Dollar General entry.

Continued on Page 2

This illustration shows the proposed location of a new Dollar General store in Toulon, at the in-
tersection of Illinois Route 17 and North Union Street/Illinois Route 91. Shown is a new entry-
way to the Dollar General parking lot from North Union Street. Illustration courtesy Judd Giffin.

Pritzker proposing $1 billion in tax relief in budget address

Grass is greener 
Greenhouses switch to hemp growing

By RON DIETER 
For The Weekly Post 

   Sometime back in the 
1980s, a guy came to our 
greenhouse business and 
asked if we sold “the dirt 
you grow stuff in”. I 
pointed to a display of pot-
ting soils in small, medium 
and large retail bags. His 
brow furrowed and he said, 
“No, I mean those great 
big bags like you use your-
self.” 
   Then he asked about 
“those plastic pans and lit-
tle squares you grow stuff 
in here.” He paid cash for a 
few big bales of soil and a 
box of 100 flats and packs. 
As we loaded his pickup, I 
began thinking something 
wasn’t quite right.  
   A real gardener would 
ask for potting soil, not 
dirt, and would know those 
plastic pans and little 
squares were called flats 
and packs. And that’s a lot 

of potting soil. I suspected 
this fellow’s garden was 
going to pot, so to speak. 
   I made note of his license 
number and mentioned the 
incident later to our county 
sheriff at a weekly Rotary 
meeting. A few weeks 
later, he told me that the tip 
paid off nicely. 
   My good friend Roy 
Holding, publisher of The 
Galva News, and I would 
often join a gaggle of 
farmers and businessmen 
at the Market Street Cafe 
for coffee. I told the group 
about the incident. Jack 
Hathaway, sitting across 
the table, laughed and told 
about an unusual purchase 
at his hardware store. 
   It seems a fellow came 
into his store and bought 
500 feet of garden hose. 
Jack knew the man lived 
on a small lot at the edge 
of town. Why would he 

Continued on Page 6
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has reduced that liability by about 
$1.4 billion, according to the gover-
nor’s office. 

K-12 Education 
   Approximately 21 percent of the 
budget is dedicated to Pre-K-12 edu-
cation, an increase of $498 million 
from one year ago. That includes 
$350 million for the evidence-based 
funding formula for K-12 schools. 
   The budget asks for $54.4 million 
to provide early childhood education 
services to another 7,100 children, 
and another $96 million in transpor-
tation and special education grants 
for schools. Ag education funding 
would increase by $2 million. 

Temporary Tax Relief 
   The governor cited rising inflation 
as the basis for creating about $1 bil-
lion in temporary tax relief for motor 
fuel, groceries and property taxes. 
   The motor fuel tax relief would not 
lower gas prices, but it would prevent 

a hike of 2.2 cents per gallon of gas, 
according to the governor – a savings 
pegged at $135 million. The tax holi-
day does not appear to affect a $46.5 
billion capital infrastructure budget, 
mostly an extension of the 2019 Re-
build Illinois plan. 
   The governor also proposed rolling 
back a 1 percent state grocery tax, a 
taxpayer savings pegged at $360 mil-
lion. The state would reimburse local 
governments for the tax holiday. 
   Illinoisans currently eligible for a 5 
percent property tax credit – joint 
filers earning below $500,000 and 
single filers earning below $250,000 
– would be eligible for another 5 per-
cent property tax credit under the 
proposal, up to $300.  

Public Safety 
   The budget includes an $18.6 mil-
lion increase for three classes of Illi-
nois State Police cadets. Another 
$5.4 million will go to a new forensic 
laboratory in Decatur in August. 

   The budget also includes $4.5 mil-
lion to fund body cameras for ISP 
with $10 million for grants to local 
law enforcement for body cameras. 

Revenues 
   The budget does not call for raising 
taxes. The state does expect a 4 per-
cent increase in income tax receipts 
at $22.4 billion. Corporate income 
taxes are expected to decline 5.4 per-
cent to $4.4 billion, with sales tax de-
creasing 1.3 percent to $9.9 billion 
and other sources netting $3.1 bil-
lion: lottery $754 million, legalized 
gambling $157 million, adult-use 
marijuana $142 million and federal 
sources just over $4 billion. 

Higher Education 
   Pritzker proposed spending $2.2 
billion on higher education, a $208 
million increase from the current 
year. That includes a $122 million in-
crease to Monetary Award Program 
grants to help students demonstrating 
a financial need attend college. 
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BUDGET: Several temporary tax relief measures

Musselman jury trial date set for June 6
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – Jason Mus-
selman, 34, appeared in 
Stark County Circuit Court 
last Friday, Jan. 28 with his 
private counsel, Kevin F. 
Sullivan, of Peoria, for an 
attorney appearance. Sulli-

van informed Circuit Judge 
Bruce P. Fehrenbacher that 
the defense waivers formal 
arraignment and the pre-
liminary reading of the 
charges against Mussel-
man. 
   The case was continued 
to March 4 for a pretrial 

procedure and the case was 
put on the June 6 jury trial 
schedule. 
   Both the prosecution, 
Stark County State’s Attor-
ney Caroline Borden Cam-
pion, and the defense are to 
exchange discovery infor-
mation prior to the March 
4 appearance in court. 
   Musselman has been 
charged on Jan. 21 with 
nine counts of felony pos-
session of child pornogra-
phy after being arrested on 

Jan. 19, 2022. 
   In the adjacent hallway 
to the courtroom after the 
Friday court appearance, 
Casey Musselman’s 
mother, Dwanna Lipkow-
itz, sought and received 
permission from law en-
forcement authorities to 
enter the Clinton Street 
house of Jason and Casey 
Musselman for the purpose 
of retrieving some personal 
belongings.



Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   1-21 - Steven J. Cordle - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   1-21- Quinton A. Maes - Operat-
ing an uninsured vehicle. 
   1-24 - Jonathan Cid - Driving 15-
20 mph above limit. 
   1-21 - Kristin A. Woodbeck - 
Driving 21-25 mph above limit. 
   1-23 - Daniel L. Peterson - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   1-23 - Cammille S. Gaspard - 
Driving 21-25 mph above limit. 
   1-26 - Logan M. Thayer - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   1-26 - Corissa A. McLean - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   1-27 - Eldon D. Sturm - Operat-
ing an uninnsured vehicle. 
   1-27 - Travis D. Crozier - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   1-28 - Chase L. Down - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   1-23 - Trae M. Musgrave - Speed-
ing 35+ mph over the limit. 
   1-22 - Daniel L. Young - Speed-
ing 35+ mph over the limit. 
   1-21 - James W. Gregory - Speed-
ing 26-24 mph over the limit. 
   1-23 - Christopher S. Zimmerman 
- Speeding 26-34 mph over the 
limit. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
   1-27 - Felony - James A. Gross, 
Post Falls, Idaho - Possession of 
meth, unlawful use of cannabis, 
driving on a suspended license, op-
erating an uninsured vehicle and 
improper traffic lane usage. 
   1-27 - Felony - Jacob N. Wells, 
Peoria - Manufacture/deliver canna-
bis, other non-narcotic schedule 
drugs, possession of cannabis, 
transportation/ carry alcoholic liq-
uor and driving 21-25 mph above 
limit. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   1-25 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred on East Main Street near the 
Miller Street intersection. Accord-
ing to the accident report driver 
Max E. Schelkopf, 28, Elmwood, 
was traveling east on Main Street 
when James S. Beer, 76, of Toulon, 
attempted to pull into the Casey 
General Store parking lot and was 
struck. No injuries were reported 
and no tickets were issued. Vehicle 
damages were estimated at over 
$1,500. 
   1-28 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred on Mallard Street near the 
intersection of Seventh Street, in 
Wyoming. Drivers involved were 
Sherry L. LaPayne, 57, Wyoming, 
and Jill A. Stottler, 46, of Prince-
ville. No injuries were reported and 
no tickets were issued. Damages 
were estimated at over $1,500. 
   1-22 - Tanner W. Hall, 28, Toulon, 
was issued a notice to appear for 
operating a vehicle without insur-
ance. 
   1-26 - Mikeala S. Seroka, 34, Vic-
toria, was cited for speeding 77 
mph in a 55 zone, and illegal trans-
portation of adult use cannabis in a 
vehicle. 
   1-27 - Jacob N. Wells, 20, Peoria, 
was arrested and charged with ille-
gal transportation of alcohol, speed-
ing 78 mph in a 55 zone, possession 
of cannabis between 500 and 2,000 
grams, possession of a controlled 
substance between 100 and 400 
grams and possession of a con-

trolled substance between 100 and 
400 grams with intent to deliver. 
The following day he posted $1,000 
cash bond and was released with a 
court date to appear. 
   1-27 - James A. Gross, 34, Post 
Falls, Idaho, was cited for improper 
lane usage, driving without vehicle 
insurance, driving while his license 
was suspended and illegal transpor-
tation of adult cannabis in a vehicle. 
Unable to post $500 cash bond, he 
remains in custody at the Stark 
County Jail. 
   1-28 - Joshua G. Wells, 27, Peo-
ria, was arrested by Stark County 
authorities on a Bureau County 
warrant for aggravated battery. 
   1-29 - Latricia S. Runles, 45, Peo-
ria, was arrested for driving an un-
insured vehicle, improper vehicle 
lighting and for driving on a sus-
pended registration. She posted 
$250 cash bond and was released 
with a court date to appear. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   1-24 - to the 1200 block of NW 
3rd Ave. for a theft complaint. 
   1-24 - to the 600 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a loose dog complaint. The 
owner also responded and took the 
dog back home. 
   1-24 - Officer flagged down by a 
citizen in reference to a vehicle 
being driven without permission. 
   1-24 - to a residence in the 400 
block of NW 11th St. to deliver a 
message for the Galesburg Police 
Department. 
   1-24 - to a vehicle vs. power pole 
accident in the 1000 block of SE 
2nd St. Ameren was contacted for 
repairs.  
   1-26 - to the 500 block of SW 6th 
Ave. for a burglary and theft com-
plaint. 
   1-27 - to a disturbance in the 00 
block of SW 4th St. While investi-
gating this complaint, the officer 
saw a wanted subject walking in the 
area. As a result, Rebecca Muckey, 
33, Galva, was arrested on war-
rants: from Knox County for driv-
ing while license suspended, from 
Stark County for resisting a peace 
officer, and from Warren County for 
operating an uninsured vehicle. She 
was taken to the Henry County Jail. 
   1-27 - to an out-of-control juve-
nile complaint in the 300 block of 
NE 2nd St. 
   1-27 - to the 500 block of SW 3rd 
Ave. to meet with a subject who 
surrendered his FOID card to po-
lice. 
   1-27 -to Bonham Road. just west 
of Galva for a road-rage incident. 
Henry County also responded and 
handled the complaint. 
   1-28 - to a residence on SE 4th 
Ave. for a welfare check. The sub-
ject was found deceased. The Henry 
County Coroner was contacted. 
   1-28 - to the 00 block of SE 5th 
St. for a power wire that had been 
pulled down by a passing semi 
truck. Ameren was contacted for re-

pairs. 
   1-29 - to a residence just east of 
Galva on Route 34 for a welfare 
check. The subject was fine. 
   1-29 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 1000 block of SW 2nd 
St., Clayton Tolle, 22, Galesburg, 
was arrested on a Mercer County 
warrant for nonconsensual dissemi-
nation of sex images. He was taken 
to the Henry County Jail 
   1-30 - to check on a suspicious 
vehicle in the 400 block of NE 2nd 
St. 
   1-30 - to check on two intoxicated 
subjects walking home in the 200 
block of N. Center Ave. 
   1-30 - to Wiley Park to assist a 
citizen who believed they locked 
their keys in a vehicle. The keys 
were found in their coat pocket. 
   1-30 - While patrolling, officer 
noticed that all Galva railroad 
crossings were blocked by a 
stopped train. BNSF was contacted 
and the train eventually moved 
along. 
   1-30 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 100 block of NE 4th St. 
Madison Palmer, 20, Galva, was ar-
rested for driving while license sus-
pended and no rear license plate 
light. She was released with a re-
quired court date. 
   1-24 -Jacquelinn Mitchell, 40, 
Wonder Lake, Ill., was issued a ci-
tation for operating an uninsured 
vehicle in the 800 block of SE 2nd 
St. 
   1-28 - Brett Hallock, 32, Kewa-
nee, was issued a citation for no in-
surance in the 300 block of SE 2nd 
St. 
   1-30 - Joel Brewster, 49, Galva, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 900 block of N. Center Ave. 
   1-30 - David Mock, 18, LaFay-
ette, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1000 block of N. Center 
Ave. 
   1-30 - Charles Day, 58, Milwau-
kee, Wis., was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 600 block of S. 
Center Ave. 
   1-30 - Matthew Taylor, 49, Kewa-
nee, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St. 

Property Transfers 
   1-24 - Brynn Meszar to Brynn 
Meszar and Anthony Wagher - Hen-
derson & Whitaker’s Add’n - Block 
11 Lot 1 - 110 E. Greenwood St., 
Toulon - Consideration = $0. 
   1-26 - MFD, LLC to Hawkeye 
Land Investments, LLC - Pt 29-13-
5 NW - Consideration = $400,000. 
   1-27 - Andrew T. and Tara J. Rash 
to Jordan Luthi - Pt Lt 1 Noard Sub. 
Section 18-14-6 SW - Noard Subdi-
vision - 15049 Twp Rd 650 E. Ke-
wanee - Consideration = $349,900. 
   1-28 - John P. and Roxanne F. 
Owens to James D. Owens - Pts 
Sect 25-14-7 NW - 157 E. Main St., 
Bradford - Consideration = $0. 
   1-28 - Mark E. Megan, Dec’d by 
Ind. Admin. to Michelle D. and 
Paul M. Webster - Pts Sect 22-12- 5 
NE - 3660 Sharkey Highway, Tou-
lon - Consideration = $142,500.
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GUEST VOICES

Not all climate change solutions are equal
   If today’s California is what the 
rest of America will look like tomor-
row, you might want to brace your-
self for too little water, too much 
animal manure, and $4.65-per-gallon 
gasoline. 
   And, weird, too, because in Califor-
nia these too-little, too-much, and 
too-expensive elements have been 
combined to create what was thought 
to be a partial cure for climate 
change. 
   The first, water, is precious. The 
same amount of 
municipally-sup-
plied water that 
costs $23 a month 
in Nebraska costs 
$65 a month in 
the Golden State. 
Only 20 percent 
of all water, ho-
wever, flows to 39 
million Califor-
nians; agriculture gulps the other 80 
percent. 
   Thirsty crops, right? More like 
thirsty livestock: “47 percent of Cali-
fornia’s water footprint is associated 
with the production of meat and 
dairy,” reports the Sacramento-based 
Comstock’s Magazine. 
   Animals and water – no matter the 
livestock or the state – means ma-
nure. In California, that combination 
also means taxpayer subsidies to 
build manure handling systems to 
capture methane generated in anaero-
bic digesters to be burned by vehicles 
or put into the natural gas grid. 
   That recipe sounds like a two-
birds-with-one-stone solution to ag’s 
two growing problems, increased 
methane pollution from a deepening 
dependence on CAFOs (confined 
animal feeding operations) and ani-
mal ag’s growing role in global cli-
mate change. 

   Or at least it did until manure di-
gesters were built and monitored. 
Their early results were worse than 
poor, according to a January report 
on manure digesters by Reuters. In 
fact, the results were dismal. 
   “In 2009,” the story noted, “the 
Obama administration and an indus-
try group, the Innovation Center for 
U.S. Dairy, pledged to reduce the in-
dustry’s greenhouse gas emission by 
25 percent by 2020 over levels in 
2007, in part by expanding federal 
support for new digesters.” 
   “Instead, methane emissions in the 
sector have risen more than 15 per-
cent, in part driven by growth in herd 
size…” In short, one solution – 
methane-making manure digesters – 
led to a second, bigger problem, 
more manure-making cows. 
   That’s just basic ag economics, ex-
plained Rebecca Wolf of Food & 
Water Watch, an environmental 
watchdog group, in the Reuters story: 
“If you start making money off of 
pollution, you’re not going to stop 
polluting.” 
   Indeed, pollution grows with di-
gesters because livestock numbers 
grow with digesters. 
   States like Iowa, however, are 
choosing to ignore the acrid ev-
idence. Recently, Iowa enacted a di-
gester-promoting law that, according 
to the Cedar Rapids Gazette, not only 
doesn’t worry about livestock expan-
sion it “allows Iowa animal feeding 
operations to exceed confinement ca-
pacity if [farmers] install an anaero-
bic digester to treat all manure…” 
   Uncle Sam wants in the bigger 
CAFOs/bigger digester game, too. 
The Biden Administration’s still-un-
passed, $1-trillion-plus Build Back 
Better program contains a river of 
federal subsidies to promote “climate 
mitigation” strategies like manure di-

gesters in the coming years. 
   Some ag researchers, however, 
want to flatten that rising trend. 
   In a Dec. 14 podcast titled “On bio-
digesters – are they a real win-win 
technology?” three University of 
Iowa research professors, Silvia Sec-
chi, Chris Jones and Dave Cwiertny, 
agreed that Iowa’s new focus on di-
gesters as a solution to the state’s 
overwhelming livestock manure 
problem almost guarantees more and 
bigger CAFOs in Iowa and even 
more unmanageable manure. 
   “If this is such a winning proposi-
tion for farmers,” noted Secchi, an 
economist and geographer, in the epi-
sode, “why should public money be 
spent on it; why not private invest-
ment?” 
   Secchi goes on to add, “We are 
rushing headlong into these so-called 
solutions because they have this 
‘feel-good’ factor like ‘soil health’ 
but don’t yet have the results to 
prove it.”  
   California, however, now faces 
some digester indigestion. Recently, 
noted Reuters, “Environmental 
groups petitioned the California Air 
Resources Board to make [manure 
digesters] ineligible for [state] 
credits, arguing their presumed role 
in combating climate change was in-
flated and that the credits encourage 
making more manure.” 
   Which California – and the rest of 
the U.S. and its taxpayers – neither 
need nor want. 
   © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at farmand-
foodfile.com.
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   The icy winter temps in the Mid-
west mean a slow season for many. 
But for Illinois farmers like me, it’s 
the time of year to plan ahead for 
the spring planting season.  
   Many in agriculture are already 
feeling the strain 
of rising input 
costs and frac-
tured supply 
chains due to the 
ongoing pan-
demic. Farmers 
are worried these 
issues could be 
compounded by 
additional water 
regulations and unreliable fuel stan-
dards, which will drastically impact 
many family farms.  

   The Illinois Farm Bureau Board 
of Directors, which represents the 
largest group of farmers in the state, 
set new priorities for the organiza-
tion in January. They’ll focus on 
supporting members as the ag in-
dustry faces the challenges ahead.    

Rising input costs  
   Since the spring of 2020, nearly 
every person has experienced price 
fluctuations and supply limitations 
on products they need. For farmers, 
fertilizer shortages have made a 
large dent in business profitability.  
   Growers are reporting price hikes 
of more than 300 percent on fertil-
izer purchases this year. That’s 
especially significant because fertil-
izer costs account for approx-
imately 15 percent of the total cash 

costs for crops.  
   And the lack of truck drivers and 
congestion at American ports mean 
delivery times are anyone’s best 
guess.   
   If these trends continue, con-
sumers might also see rising prices 
at the grocery. To curb this issue, 
we’re looking to Congress to help 
us find solutions.  

Changing water regulations  
   Last November, the Biden admin-
istration announced a plan to return 
to a previous definition of “waters 
of the United States.” The proposed 
regulation would repeal the 2020 
Navigable Waters Protection Rule 
and broaden the federal govern-
ment’s authority under the Clean 

2022 priorities indicate changes ahead for ag
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Waters Act. 
   Farmers are frustrated 
with the federal govern-
ment’s decision to expand 
federal jurisdiction onto 
waterways on private 
lands.  
   The revised rule would 
make it difficult for 
farmers and property 
owners to decipher where 
their property will be im-
pacted and create chal-
lenges when implementing 
conservation practices in 
those areas.  
   For people whose proper-
ties won’t be affected by 
the ruling, this issue might 
seem trivial. But for family 
farmers who would lose the 
right to manage parts of 
their land, it’s a big con-
cern.  
   As the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and 
the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers considers a final 
rule, the agriculture com-
munity would like to see 
clear terms that are easy to 
interpret and apply, with 
flexibilities for landowners 

to conduct innovative and 
environmentally beneficial 
projects.  
Infrastructure, broadband   

   As one of the largest pro-
ducers and exporters of 
soybeans and corn in the 
country, Illinois ag has 
played a critical role in ag 
trade for decades.  
   Over time, the transporta-
tion of commodities has 
left the roads, bridges and 
waterways in our state in 
desperate need of repair.  
   The $1.2 trillion infras-
tructure bill signed into law 
by President Biden last fall 
works to address the wear 
and tear on transportation 
systems across the nation.  
   As funds make their way 
to our state, it’s important 
that they’re used to rebuild 
transportation routes that 
get supplies to farms and, 
in turn, help farmers get 
their products to con-
sumers.  
   Dollars should also be 
disbursed fairly to rural 
areas, especially the funds 
marked for expanding rural 
broadband.  

   The need for additional 
education and telehealth re-
sources has become in-
creasingly important while 
dealing with fluctuating 
COVID cases over the past 
couple of years.  
   As it stands, many 
farmers and entrepreneurs 
in small towns lack the 
technology they need to 
improve their businesses.  
   When large meat packing 
plants closed their doors 
early on in the pandemic, 
small companies stepped 
up to the plate to fill the 
need. The situation demon-
strated why businesses of 
all sizes are needed to keep 
our domestic food supply 
strong.   

   Just imagine the innova-
tion and economic gains 
that would come with ac-
cess to reliable, affordable 
and fast internet in all parts 
of the state, not just the 
highly populated areas.    
   With so much on the 
table for farm families in 
2022, it’s critical that they 
get the tools they need to 
succeed. The supply of 
food, fuel and fiber people 
depend on relies on the 
strength of agriculture in 
our state.   
   Richard Guebert is president 
of the Illinois Farm Bureau. 
This op-ed was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between the IFB and the Illi-
nois Press Association. Read 
more at FarmWeekNow.com.

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 

10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY 

TOULON, ILLINOIS 
U.S. Bank National Association 
PLAINTIFF 
Vs. 
Francesca S. Wagley; et. al. 
DEFENDANTS 
2019CH8 

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE 

   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on 02/28/2020, the 
Sheriff of Stark County, Illinois will 
on March 14, 2022 at the hour of 
9:30 AM at Second floor courtroom 
of the Stark County Courthouse 130 
Main Street Toulon, IL 61483, or in a 
place otherwise designated at the 
time of sale, County of Stark and 
State of Illinois, sell at public auction 
to the highest bidder for cash, as set 
forth below, the following described 
real estate: 
PIN 06-33-100-003 
   Improved with Single Family Home 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 
934 Township Road 200E 
Toulon, IL 61483 
   Sale terms: 10% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which is 

calculated at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the purchaser not to 
exceed $300, in certified funds, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and in 
"AS IS" condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court. 
   If the property is a condominium 
and the foreclosure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other than the 
mortgagees will be required to pay 
any assessment and legal fees due 
under The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4). 
   If the property is located in a 
common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgagees 
will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due under 
the Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). 
If the sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the 
deposit paid. The Purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the 
Mortgagee's attorney. 
   Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 

will entitle the purchaser to a Deed to 
the real estate after Confirmation of 
the sale. The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibility/expense 
of evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession 
of the subject premises. 
   The property will NOT be open for 
inspection and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of 
the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the Court file 
to verify all information. 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 

FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For information: Examine the court 
file or contact Plaintiff's attorney: 
Codilis & Associates, P.C., 15W030 
North Frontage Road, Suite 100, 
Burr Ridge, IL 60527, (630) 794-
9876. Please refer to file number 
14-19-09365. 
I3185877  
Published 2/4, 2/11, 2/18/22
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AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 
Macklyn Elyce Knowles 

   Kal and Allison Knowles of rural Toulon are proud to 
announce the birth of their daughter Macklyn Elyce Knowles. 
   Macklyn arrived at 2:50 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 3, 2021, at OSF St. 
Francis, Peoria. She weighed 7 lbs., 4 
ozs. and was 18 inches long. 
   Maternal grandparents are Paul and 
Diana Cobb of Bradford and George 
and Alice Horrie of Kewanee. 
Paternal grandparents are Keith 
Knowles of rural LaFayette and 
Deborah Clarke of Edgewater, FL. 
   Macklyn is welcomed home by big 
brothers Breckin and Coleson.



need that much hose? Act-
ing on Jack’s tip, au-
thorities followed the hose 
from the house out into the 
neighboring cornfield to a 
thriving patch of mari-
juana. 
   Fast forward to today 
and greenhouse growers 
are getting into the busi-
ness. Some commercial 
greenhouse operations in 
the U.S. and Canada have 
converted from mums and 
marigolds to medical mari-
juana. Others have started 
growing hemp for the pro-
duction of CBD products. 
   Taxonomically speaking, 
marijuana and hemp are 
identical and are consid-
ered varieties of the same 

species, Cannabis sativa. 
The big difference, accord-
ing to growers and govern-
ment regulators, is the 
amount of THC, tetrahy-
drocannabinol, in the plant 
tissues.  
   THC is the compound 
that produces that mari-
juana “high.” To be classi-
fied as hemp, a Cannabis 
plant must contain no more 
than 0.3 percent THC. 
Marijuana plants typically 
have five to twenty percent 
THC. Growing “high” 
marijuana is very strictly 
regulated. In Illinois only 
one grower is allowed per 
State Police district, of 
which there are 22. 
   Most commercial green-
house growers who con-

verted to Cannabis produc-
tion are growing hemp for 
CBD products. One of the 
largest hemp growers in 
the U.S. is Mid-American 
Growers in nearby Gran-
ville. 
   Mid-American Growers 
started in 1971 as a grower 
of ornamental annuals, 
Easter lilies and poinsettias 
in eight acres of green-
houses. Over the years, the 
facilities has mushroomed 
to 3.5 million square feet. 
That’s over eighty acres 
under glass. The operation 
serviced more than sev-
enty-five Lowe’s stores 
and other outlets through-
out the Midwest before it 
switched to Cannabis. 
   According to a 2019 sur-
vey of the 100 largest 
greenhouses in the U.S., 13 
percent planned to convert 
some or all of their opera-
tions to hemp. That could 
mean a significantly re-
duced availability of orna-
mental plants. 
   A carload of products can 
be made from hemp – even 

the car. Every part of the 
plant – seed, flowers, 
leaves, stalks and roots – 
can be used for something, 
whether textiles, biofuels, 
rope, paper, plastics, or 
protein supplements, to 
name a few. Henry Ford 
even made a plastic car 
body “stronger than steel” 
using cellulose fibers from 
hemp and other plants. 
   Of course the most pop-
ular hemp products are 
those made with cannabi-
diol, the hemp extract 
known as CBD. Cannabi-
diol is offered as a natural 
remedy for common ail-
ments like anxiety, pain, 
cramps, high blood pres-
sure and sleeplessness. 
Mid-American sells a 
number of CBD oils, tinc-
tures, salves and soaps.  
   Science is still weighing 
the effectiveness of CBD 
products and I notice that 
all CBD health claims con-
tain the words “may” and 
“could.” Meanwhile, for 
greenhouse growers the 
grass is getting greener. 
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College honors 
   • Aaron Plotner, of Toulon, has 
made the Fall 2021 Dean’s List (3.5 
gpa or better) at Minnesota State 
College Southeast 
Sign up set for Feb. 7 
for Galva Pre-K 
   GALVA – A sign-up for the 2022-
23 Galva Pre-K program will be 
held Feb. 7-11 at Galva Elementary 
School between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m. To enroll, children must be at 
least 3 years old by Sept. 1, 2022. 
   Because of limited enrollment, 
each child will be screened in 
March to determine who will be eli-
gible to attend. 
   Current Pre-K student returning to 
Pre-K for next year will be auto-
matically registered for the 2022-23 
school year. 
   Parents may pick up paperwork in 
the elementary school foyer and re-
turn it there after completion. 
   For more information, please call 
(309) 932-2420. 
Bishop Hill Heritage 
Assoc. meets Feb. 5 
   BISHOP HILL – The Bishop Hill 
Heritage Association will hold its 
annual meeting on Saturday, Feb. 5, 
at the Steeple Building Museum, 
103 North Bishop Hill Street. The 
meeting starts at 9 a.m. and is open 
to BHHA members only.  
   Items to be covered at the annual 
meeting will include: the election of 
board members and officers; a re-
view of 2021; and a preview of 
2022 events.  

   This will be both an in-person and 
Zoom meeting. To obtain the Zoom 
link, email bhha@mymctc.net or 
call (309) 927-3899. Masks are re-
quired if you attend the meeting in-
person. Light refreshments will be 
served. 
Toulon’s Becker makes 
UW-Whitewater track 
   TOULON – Lena Becker, a 
native of Toulon and graduate of 
Stark County High School, will 
compete for the University of Wis-
consin-Whitewater women’s track 
and field team during the 2022 sea-
son, which begins this Saturday.        
   Becker is a freshman at UW-
Whitewater. 
Tri-County Opportunities 
offers scholarships 
   ROCK FALLS – At least 12 
scholarships will be awarded by 
Tri-County Opportunities Council. 

   Eligibility requirements include: 
   • Applicant must be a member of 
an income-eligible household. 
   • Applicants must be attending an 
Illinois accredited post-secondary 
educational institution of higher 
learning during the fall of 2022.   
   • Applicants must be a resident of 
Bureau, Carroll, LaSalle, Lee, Mar-
shall, Ogle, Putnam, Stark or 
Whiteside counties. 
   • Students must be considered 
full-time (minimum of 12 semester 
hours) to qualify for the full $1,250 
scholarship. Part-time students will 
be considered in the competition, 
however, scholarship awards will be 
pro-rated if they are selected as a 
winner.   
   Application deadline is March 25. 
Information and application forms 
can be obtained by calling (800) 
323-5434, Ext.710 or by visiting 
www.tcochelps.org.

Pictured above, local residents enjoyed breakfast at the annual Bradford Lion's Club Pan-
cake and Sausage Breakfast on Jan.16 at Bradford CUSD #1.  The Bradford Student 
Council, NJHS, Boy Scouts and other community members volunteered at the event. 
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• • •     
CLAIM NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 

ILLINOIS 
STARK COUNTY 
In Re ESTATE OF 
GLENDA R. MURRAY, 

                 No. 2021P24 
Deceased.                 
   NOTICE is given to creditors of 
the death of GLENDA R. MURRAY 
on October 4, 2021.  Letters of 
Office were issued by the above 
entitled Court to GINETTE R. 
PETTY, of 3333 Weslayan Street, 
Apt. 1136, Houston, Texas 77027, 
as Executor, whose attorneys of 
record are WHITNEY & POTTS, 
LTD., 118 West Main Street, P. 
O. Box 368, Elmwood, Illinois, 
61529-0368.  Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in the Circuit 
Clerk's Of¬fice, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois, or 
with the representative or both on 
or before the 29th day of July, 
2022, or if mailing or delivery of a 
Notice from the representative is 
required by Sec. 18-3 of the 
Probate Act of 2075, the date 
stated in that Notice.  Every claim 
filed must be in writing and state 
sufficient information to notify the 
representative of the nature of the 
claim or other relief sought.  Any 
claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed and the claimant shall 
file with the Court, proof of any 
required mailing or delivery of 
copies. 
   DATED this 7th day of January, 
2022.   
         GINETTE R. PETTY, Executor      
         of the Estate of GLENDA R.  
        MURRAY, Deceased.   
ASHLEE E. STABLER, Esq. 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD. 
Attorneys for Executor 
118 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 368 
Elmwood, IL  61529-0368 
Telephone: (309) 742-3611 
ashlee@whitneyandpotts.com  
Published 1/21, 1/28, 2/4/22 

• • •     
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH 

JUIDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF 
             No. 2021-P-25 

JOSEPH L. BARKS, 
Deceased 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS  
AND  

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
   TO: Unknown Heir or Heirs, if 
any, of JOSEPH L. BARKS, 
Deceased, and to all persons 
unknown who may have a claim or 
interest in the Estate of JOSEPH L. 
BARKS, deceased.   
   Notice is given to the Unknown 
Heir or Heirs at Law, if any, 
JOSEPH L. BARKS, deceased, 
whose name or names are 
unknown, and whose addresses 
are unknown, and that JOSEPH L. 
BARKS, deceased, died a resident 
of 13650 N. Modena Road, 
Bradford, Illinois, on August 27, 
2021, and that Donna Courtway 
has been appointed as 
Administrator by Order of the 
Circuit Court of Stark County, 
Illinois.  
   Notice is hereby given of the 
death of JOSEPH L. BARKS on 
August 27, 2021, and that Letters 
of Administration-Independent 
Administration were issued on 
January 7, 2022, to Donna 
Courtway, 309 S. Musselman, 
Toulon, IL 61483, whose attorney 
of record is Anne C. Rennick, P.O. 
Box 90, Wyoming, IL 61491.  
   Claims may be filed on or before 
the 22nd day of July, 2022, or 6 
months from the date of the first 
publication of this Notice of Claim 
Day, whichever is later, and any 
claim not filed on or before the 
date is barred.   
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, IL 61483, or 
with the Representative, or both, 
on or before (a) July 22, 2022 , 
or (b) if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Representative is 
required by the provisions of 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 
1975, the date stated in that notice.  
Any claim not filed on or before the  
aforementioned date(s) is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Representative and to the 
Attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed. 
   Dated:  January 13, 2022 

   /S/ Anne C. Rennick 

        Anne C. Rennick 
Anne C. Rennick 
Attorney for:  Estate of Joseph L. 
Barks 
P.O. Box 90 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
Ph:  (309)-695-4701 
Fax:  (309)-695-2119 
Email:  acrennick@yahoo.com 
Published 1/21, 1/28, 2/4/22 

• • •     
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF 
            No.  2021-P-23  

LINDA D. JOHNSTON, 
Deceased ) 

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
   Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of Linda D. Johnston. 
   On January 7, 2022, Letters of 
Administration-Independent 
Administration were issued to 
Matthew T. Johnston, 100 E. 
Wrigley Street, Wyoming, IL 
61491, whose attorney of record is 
Anne C. Rennick, P.O. Box 90, 
Wyoming, IL 61491. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, IL 61483, or 
with the Representative, or both, 
on or before (a) July 22, 2022 or 
(b) if mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the Representative is required 
by the provisions of Section 18-3 
of the Probate Act of 1975, the 
date stated in that notice.  Any 
claim not filed on or before the 
aforementioned date(s) is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Representative and to the 
Attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed. 
   Dated:  January 13, 2022 

    /S/ Anne C. Rennick   
         Anne C. Rennick 

Anne C. Rennick 
Attorney for:  Estate of Linda D. 
Johnston 
P.O. Box 90 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
Ph:  (309)-695-4701 
Fax:  (309)-695-2119 
Email:  acrennick@yahoo.com 
Published 1/21, 1/28, 2/4/22 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 

10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY 

TOULON, ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY - TOULON, 
ILLINOIS 
U.S. Bank National Association 
PLAINTIFF 
Vs. 
Francesca S. Wagley; et. al. 
DEFENDANTS 
2019CH8 

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE 

   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
02/28/2020, the Sheriff of Stark 
County, Illinois will on March 14, 
2022 at the hour of 9:30 AM at 
Second floor courtroom of the 
Stark County Courthouse 130 Main 
Street Toulon, IL 61483, or in a 
place otherwise designated at the 
time of sale, County of Stark and 
State of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for 
cash, as set forth below, the 
following described real estate: 
   A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED IN 
A PART OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 33, 
TOWNSHIP 12 NORTH, RANGE 5 
EAST OF THE FOURTH PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, STARK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. MORE PARTICULARLY 
BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS AND BEARINGS ARE 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
DESCRIPTION ONLY: 
BEGINNING AT AN IRON ROD AT 
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SAID SECTION 33; THENCE 
NORTH 89º58'00" EAST, ALONG 
THE NORTH LINE OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 22, A DISTANCE OF 
180.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
00º00'00" WEST, 411.50 FEET TO 
THE SOUTH LINE OF AN EXISTING 
3.40 ACRE TRACT, THENCE 
SOUTH 89º58'00" WEST, ALONG 
THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID TRACT 
180.00 FEET TO THE WEST LINE 
OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 33; THENCE 
NORTH 00º00'00" EAST, ALONG 
THE WEST LINE OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 33, A DISTANCE OF 
411.50 FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING; SITUATED IN STARK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED IN A 

PART OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 33, 
TOWNSHIP 12 NORTH, RANGE 5 
EAST OF THE FOURTH PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, STARK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. MORE PARTICULARLY 
BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS AND BEARINGS ARE 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
DESCRIPTION ONLY: 
COMMENCING AT AN IRON ROD 
AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SAID SECTION 33; THENCE 
NORTH 89º58'00" EAST, ALONG 
THE NORTH LINE OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 33, A DISTANCE OF 
180.00 FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING FOR THE TRACT TO 
BE DESCRIBED; THENCE 
CONTINUING NORTH 89º58'00" 
EAST, ALONG THE NORTH LINE 
OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 33, A DISTANCE 
OF 180.00 FEET TO THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER OF 
EXISTING 3.40 ACRE TRACT; 
THENCE SOUTH 00º00'00" WEST, 
ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID 
TRACT, 411.50 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID 
TRACT; THENCE SOUTH 89º58'00" 
WEST, ALONG THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID TRACT, 180.00 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 00º00'00" EAST, 
411.50 FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING; SITUATED IN STARK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
PIN 06-33-100-003 
   Improved with Single Family 
Home 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 
934 Township Road 200E 
Toulon, IL 61483    
Sale terms: 10% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which is 
calculated at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified funds, 
is due within twenty-four (24) 
hours. The subject property is 
subject to general real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real estate 
and is offered for sale without any 
representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 

condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the 
court. 
   If the property is a condominium 
and the foreclosure takes place 
after 1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assessment 
and legal fees due under The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
If the property is located in a 
common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgagees 
will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). 
   If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return of 
the deposit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the 
Mortgagee or the Mortgagee's 
attorney. 
   Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after Confirmation 
of the sale. The successful 
purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 
subject premises. 
   The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and Plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the Court file 
to verify all information. 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff's 
attorney: Codilis & Associates, 
P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please 
refer to file number 14-19-09365. 
I3185877  
Published 2/4, 2/11, 2/18/22
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 LEGAL ADS 

By  DANIEL GRANT  
For FarmWeek 

   SPRINGFIELD – USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics Service 
final crop production estimates for 
2021 confirm a bin-buster harvest. 
   But, strong demand estimates cou-
pled with production issues else-
where in the world could keep the 
pressure on prices. 
   Nationwide, soybean production 
totaled a record 4.44 billion bushels 
(up 5 percent from 2020) with an 
average yield of 51.4 bushels per 
acre (up 0.4 of a bushel). Corn pro-
duction was estimated at 15.11 bil-
lion bushels (up 7 percent from 2020 
and the second-largest on record) 
with a record yield of 177 bushels 
per acre. 
   In Illinois, soybean production to-
taled 672 million bushels with an 

average yield of 64 bushels per acre 
(up 4 from 2020). Both are tops in 
the nation and the yield is a new 
state record, surpassing the previous 
mark of 63.5 bushels recorded in 
2018. 
   Corn production in Illinois fin-
ished at 2.19 billion bushels (second-
highest in the nation behind Iowa) 
with an average yield of 202 bushels 
per acre (up 21 bushels from the pre-
vious year and second-highest in the 
Corn Belt). It’s the second-highest 
corn yield average in history in Illi-
nois, behind the current record of 
210 bushels in 2018. 
   USDA estimated 2021 sorghum 
production at 448 million bushels, 
up 20% from last year due to a 24 
percent rise in acres. The average 
sorghum yield (69 bushels) was 
down 4.2 percent from the previous 

year. 
   USDA’s quarterly stocks report 
pegged crops stored in all positions 
as of Dec. 1 totaled 11.6 billion 
bushels of corn (up 3 percent from 
the previous year), 3.15 billion 
bushels of beans (up 7 percent) and 
1.39 billion bushels of wheat (down 
18 percent). 
   “Overall, it looks like these reports 
are neutral to a little friendly when 
you look at the big scope of things,” 
Randy Martinson, of Martinson Ag 
Risk Management, said during a 
teleconference hosted by the Minne-
apolis Grain Exchange. 
   Strong crop output in the U.S. was 
countered with a large cut (9.5 mil-
lion metric tons, mmt) in global soy-
bean output. USDA also lowered its 
corn production estimates by 3 mmt 
in Brazil and .5 mmt in Argentina. 

Illinois first and second for beans and corn 



By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Two 
bills aimed at relieving the 
state’s teacher shortage, at 
least in the short term, ad-
vanced out of a Senate 
committee Tuesday. 
   The Senate Education 
Committee unanimously 
endorsed two bills that 
would allow retired 
teachers to work as substi-
tutes more days in a 
school year without losing 
any of their pension bene-
fits. 
   “We all know that 
teacher the shortage is sig-
nificant and it had been 
prior to COVID, and we 
were already trying to find 
a solution,” said Sen. 
Kimberly Lightford, D-
Maywood, the Senate ma-
jority leader. “But once 
COVID hit, it’s exacer-
bated because of the social 
distancing that's required. 
Many school districts 
have classrooms that have 
far too many children in 
them, which is requiring 
that additional staffing.” 
   Lightford was speaking 
in favor of Senate Bill 
3201, by Sen. Napoleon 
Harris, D-Harvey. In its 
current form, it would ex-
tend the return-to-work 
limit for downstate 
teachers in the Illinois 
Teachers Retirement Sys-

tem to 150 days from its 
current 120 days. But Har-
ris said he intends to 
amend the bill to drop the 
proposed limit to 140 days 
to satisfy concerns from 
teachers unions. 
   Allowing retired 
teachers more flexibility 
to return to work was one 
of the recommendations 
of the Illinois Association 
of Regional Superintend-
ents of Schools when they 
released their annual sur-
vey in January in which 
88 percent of the districts 
responding said they had a 
shortage of full-time 
teachers, while 96 percent 
said they had a shortage of 
substitute teachers.  
   But that would only be a 
short-term solution. A 
similar bill is pending in 
the House that would ex-
tend the return-to-work 
limit only through June 30 
of this year. Harris, ho-
wever, said he thinks it 
should be extended 
through the 2022-2023 ac-
ademic year as well. 
   “I’d like to keep it until 
the following school year 
due to the fact that this 
school year is pretty much 
almost over,” he said.  
He said extending it 
through June 2023 would 
“give the school districts 
and administrators time to 
navigate the teacher short-

age” that is happening “all 
across our state and the 
country.” 
   The committee also ad-
vanced SB3465, by Sen. 
Robert Martwick, D-Chi-
cago, which would offer a 
similar option for teachers 
who retired from Chicago 
Public Schools. It would 
allow those retired 
teachers to return to work 
in “subject shortage areas” 
through June 30, 2024, 
without losing pension 
benefits. 
   Martwick said the bill is 
identical to one that 
passed last year that ap-
plied only to downstate 
teachers. 
   “This extends the same 
provisions to the Chicago 
Public Schools,” Mart-
wick said. “It would allow 
them to hire back retired 
teachers, but they would 
have to go through a 
whole process that would 
declare them as an area 
suffering a shortage.” 
   Both bills advanced out 
of the committee on 13-0 
votes, although Harris 
said he plans to bring his 
bill back with an amend-
ment. 
   Monday’s hearing was 
held virtually. Although 
lawmakers had been plan-
ning to return to in-person 
meetings this week, those 
plans were canceled due 

to the winter storm that 
hit central Illinois Wed-
nesday and Thursday. 
   Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment and distributed to more 
than 400 newspapers state-
wide.  
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Answers on Page 3

CLASSIFIED ADS Call (309) 286-2185
  HELP WANTED 

• HELP NEEDED on West Central 
Illinois Grain & Livestock farm, 
registered Angus cattle herd. 
Management possibilities for the 
right person. Part to full-time. Call 
(309) 338-6696 or (309) 338-
2957.  

FOR SALE 

• GRASS HAY: No rain, on 
wagons, $4 bale, (309) 635-4575. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, 
diesel, have $12,000 in it, lots of 
new parts, need to sell quick, 
$5,000. (309) 657-7155. 
• IRRIGATION PIPE: 3” irrigation 
pipe with 3’ tall nozzle head and 
fittings, (309) 635-4575. 
• CATTLE EQUIPMENT: Catching 
chutes, gates, hay-silage wagon, 
hay feeder ring, multiple of all 
items, call (309) 362-2119 or 

(309) 224-1733 and leave mes-
sage.     
• Golden Retriever puppies: born 
12/24/21, AKC registered Dam & 
Sire.  Available 2/19/22. $1300. 
View AKC Marketplace 302100, 
near Wyoming IL 61491.  
Call/text Stephen (309)    635-
2950." 

FOR RENT 

• ONE BEDROOM, one bath apart-
ment for rent in Galva. Sewer, 
water and trash included, off 
street parking available, $550 per 
month. Call (815) 690-2407.  

  SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 
and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364, LaFay-
ette. 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos & 
farm equipment. Total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531.

Bill to address teacher shortage advances
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 

(309) 286-4901, Leave Message. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 

watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  
 

Galva Congregational Church  
Pastor Josh Ryner 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz  

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
 Hill Church 

Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 

Sundays 10 a.m. (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 
HillChurchFamily.org 

Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 
 St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Linda Strader  

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org  

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES
Orville J. King 

   TOULON – Orville John King, 95, 
of Toulon, passed away Sunday, Jan. 
30, 2022, at 4:50 p.m. at OSF Saint 
Luke Medical Center, Kewanee.  
   He was born 
May 15, 1926, in 
Princeville, to par-
ents Robert R. and 
Lillian May 
(Penn) King. He 
married Virginia 
Ruth (Stapel) King 
on Oct. 18, 1953, 
in Kewanee. She 
preceded him in 
death on Feb. 25, 1998. 
   Surviving are daughter, Karen (Mi-
chael) VerShaw of Kewanee, Ill.; 
son-in-law, Dave Snyder of Nepon-
set, Ill.; three grandchildren, Dalton 

Snyder of Neponset, Tanner VerShaw 
of Green Bay, Wis., and Madison 
VerShaw of Macomb, Ill.; and many 
nieces and nephews. Orville was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; four 
sisters; six brothers; and his daughter 
Karol Snyder.  
   He served in Korea with the United 
States Army. He was in the 3rd Divi-
sion Anti-Aircraft Unit from 1950-
1952. He was the manager of the 
former Toulon Grain Company for 
40 years, retiring in December of 
1988. Orville was a member of the 
First Baptist Church in Toulon, Tou-
lon American Legion #416 and the 
Toulon V.F.W. Post #8825.  
   He enjoyed watching baseball and 
basketball, as well as spending time 
with his family. He helped others in 
his community by driving them to 

appointments and helping at his 
church. 
   A visitation will be from 9:30-
10:30 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 5, 2022, at 
Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Wyoming. Services will be at 
10:30 a.m., on Saturday also at the 
funeral home. Rev. Al Harmon will 
officiate. Burial will be in Toulon 
Cemetery.  
   In lieu of flowers memorial con-
tributions may be made to the First 
Baptist Church of Toulon, Toulon 
American Legion #416, or the St. 
Jude Midwest Affiliate. Haskell Fu-
neral & Cremation Services in Wy-
oming is assisting the family with 
arrangements.  
   Online condolences may be left 
for Orville’s family on his tribute 
wall at www.haskellfuneral.com.

King
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By TRACI DOWELL 
For The Prairie News 

   MSW Projects will celebrate 48 
years of serving people of Marshall, 
Stark, and Woodford Counties this 
month. MSW Projects is a local, not 
for profit, charitable organization that 
provides senior citizen nutrition pro-
gram, senior citizen outreach pro-
gram and public transportation. 
   In 1974 MSW Projects opened its 
doors to provide senior citizen meals 
for seniors of Marshall, Stark and 
Woodford Counties. The Henry Nu-
trition Site, The Toulon Nutrition Site 
and the Metamora Nutrition Site 
were the first locations to serve lunch 
along with providing community 
members time to chat and participate 
in different activities. Meals were 
also delivered in those communities.   
   At first, meals were prepared by St. 
Mary’s Kitchen. Now known as St. 
John’s Outreach, the same caterer is 
still serving seniors through MSW. 
   Local nutrition sites are the Henry 
Nutrition Site located at St. Mary’s 
Center, The Toulon Nutrition Site lo-
cated at the Toulon United Methodist 

Church and The Wyoming Nutrition 
Site located at the Wyoming Legion.   
   Unfortunately, sites have been 
closed for dine-in service and all the 
“extras” for almost two years due to 
the COVID 19 pandemic. MSW 
hopes to once again offer places for 
people to come enjoy a delicious 
lunch while enjoying all the “extras” 
of the nutrition site while being safe. 
   Home-delivered meals remain a 
big part of the program. In order for 
the meals to be delivered, MSW 
Projects greatly relies on volunteers 
to help get meals to those in need.   
   Currently, home delivered meals 
are available in Henry, Lacon, Spar-
land, Lake Wildwood, Varna, Toluca, 
Wenona, Toulon, LaFayette, Wyo-
ming, Bradford, Washburn, Roanoke 
and Metamora. To be eligible, an in-
dividual must be 60 or over and 
either homebound, unable to prepare 
a meal, unsteady, recovering from an 
illness/injury or returning home from 
the hospital or senior living facility. 
   A few years after the nutrition pro-
gram started it was determined there 
was a need for transportation for sen-

iors. Currently, Marshall or Stark 
County residents can be transported 
within their community, county, or to 
surrounding cities such as Peoria, 
Galesburg, Bloomington, Chillicothe, 
Princeton, Peru, Ottawa, Kewanee, 
Pontiac and Streator. Transports are 
available Monday-Friday from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. with a reservation. 
   MWS’s newest addition is the Out-
reach program, available to people 
aged 60 and over residing in Mar-
shall, Stark, or Woodford Counties.  
The outreach program can assist in 
finding a solution to a problem you 
may have, as well as help obtain a re-
duced license plate fee. 
   MSW Projects has experienced 
many changes over the past five dec-
ades, but one thing has remained 
constant: the ability to help the 
people of those areas through nu-
trition, transportation, and outreach 
services. MSW Projects wouldn’t 
have been able to meet this milestone 
without the great employees, won-
derful volunteers, talented cooks and 
kitchen crew of St. Mary’s and gen-
erous community support. 

MSW Projects celebrates 48 years in February



The Prairie News Sports
Stark County split 

Rebels top Galva, fall to Knoxville in LTC tournament
By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   The Stark County boys 
basketball team split their 
first two games in the 
Lincoln Trail Conference 
tournament. 
   In their Jan. 28 opener, 
the Rebels topped Galva, 
52-43. Last Saturday, 
Stark County fell to top-
seed Knoxville, 56-22. 
   “We didn’t shoot the 
ball particularly well in 
either game but we did 
what we had to against 
Galva,” Stark County 
Coach Dustin Browning 
said. “We were never in 
the Knoxville game. They 
jumped out 9-0 and we 
never got closer than that. 
   “We’ve got to regroup 
and work on some things 
in practice this week and 
play ROWVA-Williams-
field on Friday.” 
   James Groter led Stark 
County with 16 points in 
the win over Galva, while 
Daniel Kieser tallied 15 
and Luke Rewerts added 
11. Cayden Morse led 
Galva (0-19) with 17 
points in the loss. 
   Kieser led with eight 

points against Knoxville, 
which allowed the Rebels 
just seven points in the 
second half. 
   Knoxville (21-5) also 
topped the Galva boys on 
Jan. 27 by a score of 64-
38. 
   Stark County faces R-W 
on Friday at 8 p.m. Galva 
lost to West Central on 
Tuesday at home in 
league play. 
   Knoxville and Abing-
don-Avon, both in their 
first year of LTC play, ad-

vanced to Saturday’s tour-
nament title game, sched-
uled for 6:30 p.m. at 
Galva. 
   Knoxville beat Mercer 
County 52-35 on Tuesday 
and A-Town topped 
United, 54-43. 
   Saturday’s other games 
start at 11 a.m. and the 
schedule will be deter-
mined in part by Friday’s 
results. 

Girls Basketball 
   The Galva girls won a 
Jan. 31 clash with rival 
Stark County, 41-12, and 
held the Lady Rebels 
scoreless in the second 
quarter while building a 
25-4 halftime lead. 
   Galva was led in scor-
ing by Ava Strom with 12 
points, while Kali Yelm 
added 9, Kendall Rogers 
scored 7, Sarah Kaiser tal-
lied 6 and Lexi Stone had 
5. 
   The Stark County girls 
lost to Henry-Senachwine 
on Jan. 29, 41-28. Kylee 
Frisby led SC with 14 
points and Sarah Kraklow 
added 5.

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

Galva’s Cayden Morse scored 
17 points last week in a 52-43 
loss to Stark County in the 
Lincoln Trail Conference tour-
nament. Photo by Collin Fair-
field.
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