
By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   PEORIA – Facing a federal in-
dictment that could send him to 
prison for up to 30 years, Jason 
Musselman of Toulon entered a 
plea of not guilty to seven 
charges at a hearing in Peoria’s 
U.S. Courthouse on Tuesday. 
   U.S. Magistrate Judge Jonathan 
Hawley released Musselman, 34, 
without bond into the supervi-
sion of his father, Ron Mussel-
man, who will act as third-party 
custodian.  
   According to Jason Mussel-

man’s attorney, Kevin F. Sullivan 
of Peoria, the decision to release 
his client came despite “vigorous 
objection” by Assistant U.S. At-
torney Sarah Holst Schryer, who 
is representing the government in 
the prosecution. 
   As a stipulation of his release, 
Musselman is on home detention 
with electronic monitoring, he 
can’t have contact with anyone 
under 18 years old without court 
approval and can’t use devices 
with Internet connections. 
   Sullivan said Musselman is not 
allowed to go into his home or to 

leave the family farm near Tou-
lon, except to help with farming 
operations.  
   “He can work on the family 
farm and assist his father in the 
planting of crops and whatever 
has to be done, including on their 
farmland,” Sullivan said. “Other 

than the allegations, I think the 
court was impressed by Jason’s 
and his 
father’s cred-
ibility. [Jason 
Musselman] 
has no crim-
inal history.” 
   In addition 
to serving as 
an alderman, 
Musselman 
has been affil-
iated with the Toulon Fire De-
partment, the Toulon Civic 
Association, the Toulon Old Set-

tlers Association and was an an-
nouncer at Stark County High 
School football and basketball 
games and a football statistician. 
He also worked as a DJ and 
farmed. He is former publisher of 
the Stark County News weekly 
newspaper and is a former Stark 
County ESDA Director.  
   Tuesday’s hearing capped a 
busy four days for Musselman, 
who was arrested on March 11 
by Illinois State Police and 
charged in a 14-page criminal 
complaint with multiple in-
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By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – In addition 
to dealing with the resig-
nation of Alderman Jason 
Musselman, the Toulon 
City Council heard re-
ports on various city proj-
ects at its Monday 
meeting 
   Mayor Larry Hollis said 
he has 60 days to appoint 
a replacement for Ward 
Two Alderman Jason 
Musselman, who tendered 
his notarized letter of res-
ignation. The council 
voted to approve his res-
ignation on Monday. 
   City Engineer Ed An-
drews of the Farnsworth 
Group reported on the 
sanitary sewer lift station 
project; the Uptown Side-
walk Project; and about 
MFT (Motor Fuel Tax) 
pertaining to this year’s 

street sealcoat program. 
   Streets designated for 
sealcoating and rock chip-
ping are: Veteran’s Park-
way, north Downend, 
parts of Jefferson Street, 
and east Turner Avenue 
from the Stark County 
Food Pantry to Route 17. 
The council approved a 
$50,000 resolution for 
this project that will com-
mence this summer. 
   Also discussed under 
MFT was the remaining 
2021 street refurbishment 
program – especially 
Washington Street, which 
requires being redone 
after refurbishing of it 
was deemed unaccept-
able. 
   The Prairie Street Lift 
Station project was dis-
cussed and Andrews 
stated that updates from 
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Musselman pleads not guilty to federal porn charges

Resignation, reports 
occupy Toulon council 

KEEPING THE SOIL ALIVE

By JOANIE STIERS 
Illinois Farm Bureau  

   After farmer Lucas 
Roney spends the fall sea-
son gathering crops, he 
likes seeing his fields 
greening with new growth 
as he parks harvesting 
equipment in the shed. 
   “As farmers, we always 
like to see things grow-
ing,” said Roney, who 
grows corn and soybeans 
with his family in Moul-
trie County. “Whenever 
you can look out there in 
the winter and see there 
are plants growing in the 
field, it makes you feel 
good about what you are 
doing. You feel like 
you’re keeping the soil 
alive.” 

   They’ve got it covered 
Throughout the Illinois 
landscape, more and more 
farmers have adopted the 
use of cover crops, a 
ground cover planted but 
not harvested in the tradi-
tional sense. Instead, a 
cover crop’s job is to hold 
soil in place, keep the soil 
active, store nutrients, re-
tain moisture and improve 
the soil structure. (Some 
cover crops are harvested 
for forage, such as oats 
and turnips used for feed-
ing cattle.) 
   Environmental benefits 
abound, including reduc-
tion of both soil erosion 
and nutrient loss into 
rivers and streams. By 
spring, farmers terminate 

the cover crop and plant 
corn and soybeans di-
rectly into the residual 
blanket that naturally 
gives yield-robbing weeds 
less space to grow. 

An unharvested benefit 
   An early adopter of 
cover crops, Livingston 
County farmer Matt 

Boucher remembers 
neighbors asking if he 
was growing hay or 
planned to harvest a field 
of rye before planting it to 
soybeans. 
   Instead, he planted right 
into the green cover on 
his field, contrary to the 

Matt Boucher uses a soil compaction tester in the fields where he 
planted cover crops. Photo by Jeff Adkins, Farm Flavor Media.

Cover crops 
Use of ground covers helping 

more farmers improve soil

Continued on Page 8



stances of sexual exploitation of mi-
nors and the production, possession 
and distribution of child pornogra-
phy. He was detained by U.S. Mar-
shals until Tuesday on the order of 
Hawley. 
   Monday evening, Toulon Mayor 
Larry Hollis announced at the Tou-
lon City Council meeting that he re-
ceived Musselman’s notarized letter 
of resignation as Ward Two Alder-
man. The city council voted to ac-
cept the resignation. The letter was 
not read in the open meeting.  
   The mayor now has 60 days to ap-
point a replacement to the council. 
Musselman’s term started in 2019 
and runs through 2023. 
   On Tuesday, Sullivan filed a mo-
tion to dismiss the state’s charges 
against Musselman that were heard 
on Jan. 21 in the Stark County 
Courthouse. Sullivan said that since 
the case had moved to the federal 
courts, “charges should be prose-
cuted in a single prosecution in one 
court.”  
   Sullivan’s filing also seeks a re-
fund of the $25,000 bond posted on 
Jan. 21. 
   Stark County State’s Attorney 
Caroline Borden Campion said 
Wednesday in a press release that 
her office, “will not be able to pros-
ecute charges in state court that are 
also being prosecuted in federal 
court, and consequently will be dis-
missing state charges with the right 
to re-file if necessary.” 
   The federal charges include five 
counts of sexual exploitation of a 
child, one count of distribution of 
child pornography and one count of 
possession of child pornography. 
   If convicted of the federal charges, 

Musselman faces maximum penal-
ties of up to up to 30 years in prison, 
a fine of up to $250,000 and up to a 
lifetime of supervised release. The 
possible federal penalties are more 
onerous than those that could have 
resulted from the original nine state 
charges.  
   Next up for Musselman is a pre-
trial conference scheduled for April 
21 at 9:30 a.m.  
   A federal jury trial has also been 
scheduled for Monday, May 2. Sul-
livan said he expects that jury trial 
will be continued due to the “hun-
dreds if not thousands of pages of 
discovery” that has to be assem-
bled. 
   The Illinois State Police (ISP) in-
vestigation into Musselman started 
on Aug. 21, 2021, after a report was 
submitted to the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children by 
MediaLab.ai Inc., which owns the 
mobile messaging app called Kik. 
According to the federal affidavit 
filed March 10, that report was 
about an incident of child sexual 
abuse material being transmitted 
using Kik. 
   On Jan. 19, special agents from 
the ISP and the Department of 
Homeland Security executed a 
search warrant on Musselman’s 
home, his three vehicles, his elec-
tronic devices and his person. 
   In response to questioning at the 
time, Musselman reportedly told of-
ficers “he may have clicked on a 
few wrong things but denied 
searching for child pornography.” 
   Investigators say while searching 
Musselman’s cell phone they found 
a folder with 226 digital images of 
nude individuals on or near a tan-
ning bed. The images were also 

found on a computer storage card 
located in Musselman’s bedroom. 
Investigation is ongoing into the 
identity and age of some of the indi-
viduals shown in those pictures. 
   The storage card also contained 
other pictures and videos of a por-
nographic nature, according to the 
complaint. Images included those of 
a partially-clad woman taken by 
“someone using a camera to view 
the inside of a second-story window 
on a home.” Investigators used GPS 
coordinates to determine the pic-
tures were of a Toulon home near 
Musselman’s residence. 
   The federal affidavit alleges that 
from April 2010 to March 2013, 
Musselman gathered sexually ex-
plicit photos and videos of minors. 
Eight adults – who were minors at 
the time the pictures were taken – 
told investigators Musselman in-
vited a group of 13 to use a tanning 
bed at his Toulon home. They said 
they were not aware they were 
being photographed. 
   The affidavit also alleges that on 
or about Dec. 21, 2021, Musselman 
distributed child pornography and 
that on or about Jan. 19, 2022, he 
committed the offense of possessing 
material containing child pornogra-
phy, including images of children 
age 13 and under. 
   Agencies participating in the in-
vestigation include the Stark 
County State’s Attorney’s Office, Il-
linois State Police, the Department 
of Homeland Security, Homeland 
Security Investigations, Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement and 
the Washington Police Department.  
   John A. Ballentine also contributed to 
this report.
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contractor Stark Construction have been 
requested.  
   Councilmember Donna Lefler inquired 
about the deadline on the contract. An-
drews said that it was mid-March. No-
body commented on the fact that is is 
currently mid-March. 
   To date, no lift station and sewer line 
construction has begun. The contractor 
blames material supply delays as the rea-
son that they have not started work. 
   The Uptown Sidewalk Project and re-
vamping of the city’s codifications are 
both still in progress. City Attorney Kate 

Carter reported that the codifications are 
close to being completed. 
   The council approved making the 
sewer connection fee $350. That fee 
applies to new sewer line hookups to the 
city’s sewer system. An ordinance will 
be composed and presented for formal 
acceptance at April’s council meeting. 
   There was no action taken on the Stark 
County Student Council Hope Week do-
nation request; the Hazardous Mitigation 
Plan; or the sale of a property at 413 E. 
Jefferson.

TOULON: No work on sewer lift yet
Continued from Page 1



Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   3-7 - Patricia J, Grant - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   3-9 - Barbara J. Norris - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   3-9 - Katy I. Enloe - Driving 15-
20 mph above limit. 
   3-6 - Alfonso D. Duff - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   3-10 - James B. King - Disregard-
ing an official traffic control device. 
   3-12 - Ashton J. Potter - Operat-
ing an uninsured vehicel and failure 
to reduce speed. 
   3-9 - Christine L. Clewell - 
Speeding 26-34 mph over limit. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
   3-9 - Felony - Delisa F. Simmons 
- Possession of a controlled sub-
stance, possession of drug parapher-
nalia and driving 11-14 mph above 
the speed limit. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   3-8 - Noah M. Gibson, 20, Tou-
lon, was arrested for disobeying a 
traffic control device. 
   3-9 - Chloe M. Wheadon, 22, East 
Peoria, was ticketed for driving 
with no vehicle insurance. 
   3-9 - Delisha F. Simmons, 60, Ke-
wanee, was cited for speeding 66 
mph in a 55 zone. She was also ar-
rested for possession of a controlled 
substance and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Simmons was also 
found wanted on a Peoria County 
warrant for failure to appear on the 
original charge for possession of a 
controlled substance. She posted 
$2,825 cash bond and was released 
with court dates to appear in both 
Stark and Peoria Counties. 
   3-9 - Erica M. Salisbury, 43, Ke-
wanee, was arrested for possession  
of drug paraphernalia. She posted 
$250 cash bond and was released 
with a court date to appear. 
   3-10 - Justin A. Williams, 30, Wy-
oming, was ticketed for disobeying 
a traffic control device. 
   3-10 - James B. King, 23, Wyo-
ming, was cited for disobeying a 
traffic control device. 
   3-12 - Antonio S. Martinez, 34, 
Toulon, was arrested on a Henry 
County warrant for failure to appear 
on the original charge for criminal 
trespass to a vehicle. 
   3-13 - Paul R. Carlson, 51, Ne-
ponset, was arrested on a Bureau 
County warrant for failure to appear 
on the original charge for domestic 
battery. He was taken into custody 
and later extradited to the Bureau 
County Jail. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   3-7 - to the 300 block of NE 5th 
St. for an attempted scam com-

plaint. 
   3-8 - Officer was advised of a 
high-speed vehicle pursuit south-
bound from Atkinson. The Galva 
officer staged near the high school 
with stop sticks. Suspect vehicle 
went east on Page Street and was 
apprehended in Kewanee. 
   3-9 - Officers executed a search 
warrant at a residence in the 100 
block of NE 7th St. As the result, 
Alan Yelm, 32, Galva, was arrested 
for two counts of child pornography 
and one count of grooming a child. 
He was taken to the Henry County 
Jail. 
   3-10 - As the result of a battery 
that occurred at the Galva Jr./Sr. 
High School, a 17-year-old student 
was issued a juvenile court referral 
for battery. 
   3-10 - to the 500 block of SE 3rd 
St. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance. 
   3-11 - to the 800 block of N. 
Center Ave. for a city ordinance 
violation. 
   3-11 - Officer, along with the fire 
dept. and Stark County Medic were 
dispatched to the 1000 block of W. 
Division St. for a possible structure 
fire. 
   3-11 - to the 900 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a harassment through Face-
book complaint. 
   3-11 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 500 block of SE 2nd St., 
Joseph Evans, 41, Springfield, was 
arrested for armed violence (Class 
X felony), possession of a weapon 
by a felon, two counts of possession 
of a controlled substance, no valid 
registration, improper use of regis-
tration and no insurance. He was 
taken to the Henry County Jail. 
   3-12 - Officer checked on an oc-
cupied vehicle sitting in the 300 
block of Front St. after all busi-
nesses had closed. The occupants 
were advised to take their extracur-
ricular activities elsewhere. 
   3-12 - to the 500 block of SE 3rd 
St. for a domestic disturbance. 
   3-12 - back to the 500 block of SE 
3rd St. for another domestic distur-
bance. As the result, Robert Brim-
hall, 55,, Galva, was arrested for 
domestic battery and resisting a po-
lice officer. He was taken to the 
Henry County Jail. 

   3-13 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 400 block of N. Center 
Ave., Victor Lilly, 31, Kewanee, 
was arrested for driving while li-
cense revoked, operating a vehicle 
with suspended registration and op-
erating an uninsured vehicle. He 
was released with a required court 
date. 
   3-13 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 300 block of NE 2nd 
Ave., Kimberly Kirwan, 46, Galva, 
was arrested for operating a vehicle 
with suspended registration. She 
was released with a required court 
date. 
   3-7 - Melvin Mayes, 58, Chicago, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1000 block of SW 2nd St. 
   3-8 - Chad Sanders, 45, Wood-
hull, was issued an adminstrative 
warning ticket (AWT) for parking 
beyond the time limit (15-minute 
parking) in the 100 block of N. Ex-
change St. 
   3-13 - Anita Orwig, 52, East Peo-
ria, was issued a citation for no in-
surance in the 600 block of S. 
Center Ave. 

Property Transfers 
   3-10 - Lynville M. Eberle, II to 
Katelynn J. Gibler - Original Town 
of Wyoming - Pts block 7 lots 8 & 9 
- 204 W. Elm St., Wyoming, - Con-
sideration = $83,000. 
   3-10 - Daniel E. Berchtold III, 
Daniel E. Berchtold, Jr. and Trisha 
J. Berchtold to Brian and Tina 
Cramer - Original Town of Wyo-
ming - Pt block 11 lots 7 & 8 - 205 
S. Third Street, Wyoming - Consid-
eration = $35,000. 
   3-10 - Jacob L. Berchtold to Lind-
sey and Sammy D. Flake - Giles C. 
Dana’s Add’n - Pt block T lots 8 & 
9 - 106 N. Main St., Wyoming, - 
Consideration = $95,000. 
   3-11 - Amber L. Krause, Etc. to 
Shannon L. Krause - Pt Sect 1 
Tnwp 13 Rnage 6 SW - 11249 
Modena Rd., Wyoming, - Consider-
ation = $0. 
   3-11 - Shannon Krause to Cody 
and Melinda Broadus and Janet De-
trempe - Pt Sect 1 Twnp 13 Range 6 
SW - 11249 Modena Rd., Wyo-
ming, - Consideration = $250,000. 
   3-11 - Bryan A., Douglas N. and 
Marty A. Whittaker to Bryan A., 
Douglas N. and Marty A. Whitaker, 
Trustees - Pt 33-12-5 SE - Consid-
eration = $0.
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Broken systems raise costs fast
   One of the most beautiful – and 
inexplicable – aspects of economics 
is how its practitioners never seem 
to be wrong. 
   Indeed, almost every school of 
economic thought, from John May-
nard Keynes’ de-
mand-driven 
economics on the 
left to Arthur 
Laffer’s supply-
side economics 
on the right, is 
crowded with 
disciples defend-
ing their leader’s 
theories and just 
often, if subtly, 
attacking their theological foes. 
   One such fistfight broke out in, of 
all places, the Feb. 28 editorial 
pages of the New York Times. In it, 
writer and editor David Dayen un-
dressed one of the most famous 
economists of the last 40 years, 
Lawrence Summers, for his role in 
building one of the most efficiency-
centered, imbalanced and fragile 
economies in history. 
   “For decades, economists like Mr. 
Summers advanced policies like 
globalization, deregulation, and 
markets that valued efficiency over 
competition,” says Dayen. “They 
promised that these trends would 
deliver lower prices. And they did, 
for a time. But they also left the 
system vulnerable.” 
   Vulnerable to what we see today – 
broken global supply chains impos-
sibly slow to repair; a domestic 
economy that, somehow, is both 
quickly growing and mired in infla-
tion; and a consumer culture so 
treasured that we gladly trade regu-
lation and competition for lower 
prices and higher economic growth. 
   It’s the manifestation of Nobel 
Prize-winning economist Milton 

Friedman’s “marketized economy,” 
explains Dayen. “(T)he sole social 
responsibility of business is to in-
crease profits. Cut regulations, cut 
taxes and allow companies to struc-
ture markets, people like Friedman 
maintained, and watch the economy 
take off.” 
   In short, markets are most impor-
tant and government – regulation, 
taxes, antitrust – are far less impor-
tant. 
   That’s been a solidly bipartisan 
tenet for 50 years. While Republi-
can administrations – Reagan, Bush 
II and Trump – cut taxes and nearly 
eliminated antitrust, Democratic ad-
ministrations, especially Carter and 
Clinton, deregulated trucking, air-
lines, railroads, banking and agri-
culture. 
   And most of this was accom-
plished by the early 2000s to lay the 
foundation for globalization – ever 
bigger free trade deals; the rapid 
rise of unregulated financial deriva-
tive markets; easy access to cheap, 
plentiful labor; and sophisticated, 
just-in-time supply chain manage-
ment. 
   A Summers’ acolyte, Dayen re-
ports, once likened it to how Wal-
mart initially impacted the U.S. 
economy. The giant retailer might 
not have been good for local com-
munities or local job markets, but 
there “is little dispute” Walmart’s 
cutthroat business model helped the 
other 120 million Americans not 
employed in local retail. 
   As such, “The trade-off was clear: 
sacrifice resiliency, wage security, 
and community for the promise of a 
five-dollar pack of tube socks.” 
   We may not like the comparison 
but we know it’s spot-on because, 
by golly, a pack of tube socks for $5 
– even if the socks were made by 
children working 70 hours a week 

in a pollution-riddled sweatshop – 
is still an easy, smart buy, right? 
Until this year, when those socks, 
like our long-ordered television, 
new dishwasher, or car, were 
trapped somewhere in a global 
supply chain with too few manufac-
turers, too few shipping companies, 
too few ports, too few railroads, too 
few truck drivers, too few retailers, 
and too few solutions on how to fix 
the whole bloody mess. 
   American farmers and ranchers 
know the feeling. Two years ago a 
global pandemic, predicted though 
it was, fouled the food system be-
cause no one thought it could 
happen so no one had any plans for 
when it did happen. 
   And when it did happen, what 
was our first instinctive reaction? 
Give market giants like exporters 
and meatpackers even more market 
power; power it will take decades, 
if ever, to get back. 
   Today, war is ripping through in-
tegrated markets from Odessa to 
Omaha. No tax cuts, fewer environ-
mental rules, more deregulation or 
less antitrust enforcement will 
lower crude oil prices or cut U.S. 
potash costs. 
   But none of this should be news 
because, as Dayen reminds us, 
“Broken systems raise costs far 
faster than resilient ones.” 
   America’s too few farmers and 
ranchers, too many broken rural 
communities, and too much cheap 
food are testament to that inargu-
able economic fact.  
   © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT
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BRIEFS
Council approves 
Bradford murals 
   BRADFORD – The BCUSD #1 
Junior High Student Council and 
National Junior Honor Society 
made a proposal to the Bradford 
Village Board asking permission to 
paint murals on public buildings to 
help beautify the town.  
   Haylie Moodie made a slide pres-
entation on behalf of both organiza-
tions. The board was very receptive 
to the idea and will be moving for-
ward to approve it at the next 
scheduled meeting. In the mean-
time, the Student Council and 
NJHS will be researching paint and 
supplies needed for the project.  
Rye Davis performs on 
Sunday at Bishop Hill 
   BISHOP HILL – Rising country 
act Rye Davis will perform a live 
concert Sunday, March 20, at 
Bishop Hill Creative Commons.     
   The show will begin with a pot-
luck dinner at 6 p.m., with music 
starting at 7 p.m., and is open to 
guests of all ages. A $10-20 dona-
tion is suggested. 
   For more information please visit 
HeartlandConnections.com. 
Volunteer opportunities 
offered at Bishop Hill 
   BISHOP HILL – Join representa-
tives from the Bishop Hill Heritage 
Association, Bishop Hill Old Set-
tlers’ Association. Bishop Hill State 
Historic Site and Henry County 
Museum on April 2, from 1-3 p.m. 
to learn more about volunteer op-

portunities in Bishop Hill.  
   This free event is located at the 
Bishop Hill Museum. 

Et cetera 
   • Illinois hunters and trappers 
bagged 290 bobcats during the 

2021-22 season, down 49 from last 
season. Hunters took 56 percent of 
the bobcats while trappers ac-
counted for 37 percent and 7 per-
cent were salvaged by permit 
holders from road kills or other cir-
cumstances. 

The annual Bradford Community School District #1 4th-8th grade spelling bee was held 
on Friday, March 4. The top spellers are as follows: 1st Place – Gracie Atteberry, 2nd 
Place – Bailey McDermott, 3rd Place – Erik Knobloch. Photo by Becki Hoffert.

   URBANA – In the past three 
weeks, Highly Pathogenic Avian In-
fluenza (HPAI) has been detected in 
wild birds in the central U.S. flyway. 
The HPAI strains being detected are 
Eurasian H5 and Eurasian H5N1. 
Cases of HPAI have been confirmed 
in commercial and small flocks in In-
diana, Iowa, Kentucky and Michi-
gan. 
   So far, no cases have been reported 
in Illinois, says Doug Gucker, Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension local 
food systems small farms educator. 
He provides several management 
practices to protect flocks from infec-
tion. 
   First, keep infected wild waterfowl, 
such as ducks and geese and gulls 

from interacting with your poultry 
flock. Avian flu circulates in the wild 
waterfowl and gull populations with-
out affecting them; yet, it is deadly to 
domestic poultry flocks. 
   “It is important to separate your 
birds from the wild birds,” Gucker 
said. “Using enclosed outdoor areas 
and shelters will allow your birds to 
have some outdoor time without the 
risk of coming in contact with pos-
sibly infected wildlife or wild birds.” 
   Ensure that wild birds do not have 
access to your flocks feeders and wa-
terers. 
   “Keep the poultry coop clean to re-
duce the risk of your birds coming in 
contact with their waste,” Gucker 
said. 

   Any new birds being brought on 
the property should be kept separate 
from the flock for 30 days to ensure 
that they are healthy and disease-free. 
Any crates or cages that have been 
off the farm should be disinfected be-
fore using. 
   “It is recommended not to share 
equipment with neighbors until the 
current avian flu situation has 
passed,” Gucker said. 
   For more information on Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza, visit the 
USDA avian influenza website 
www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfo-
cus/animalhealth/animal-disease-in-
formation/avian/avian-influenza/ai.

Prevent avian flu in your small flock

Bradford CUSD#1 recently received memorial donations from the family of Punk Louden-
burg. The district chose to use the funds to create a new student library at Bradford Jun-
ior HIgh. The students have already begun to enjoy the books and are very grateful for 
the donations Photo by Becki Hoffert.
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GALVA SCHOOLS

Superintendent Joe Becker presented the Wildcat Pride award to four stu-
dents at Monday night’s school board meeting.The award is for exhibiting 
the Wildcat values of respect, honesty, responsibility, positivity and a com-
mitment to success  he Wildcat way. Pictured from left to right are Hailee 
Dunn, Hallie Anderson, Olivia Jones and Kinsley Gale. Photo by Carol Town-
send.

Superintendent Joe Becker presented two Galva High 
School Seniors the Illinois State Scholar award at 
Monday night’s school board meeting. The award is 
for outstanding academic achievement. State 
scholars Taylor Burke and David Mock are pictured 
above. Photo by Carol Townsend. 

From left to right are the 
senior candidates for the 
King and Queen of the 
Spring Fling Dance on 
March 19 at Galva Junior 
Senior High School: Da-
mien Enuenwosu, Hailee 
Dunn, David Mock, Savan-
nah Platt, Caden Morse and 
Samantha Wisecup. The 
dance will be held in the 
cafeteria from 9-11 p.m. 
with the coronation at 9 
p.m. Photo by Carol Town-
send.



most popular practice of planting into 
a field considered “clean,” or free of 
growth. Today, his farm primarily 
uses a drill to sow cover crops on 
about 70% of the family’s farmland. 
He also has hired aerial application, 
which involves showering cover crop 
seed above standing corn or soy-
beans just before fall harvest to grow 
by late fall. Sometimes, fertilizer-
spreading trucks have broadcasted 
cover crop seed across a harvested 
field. 
   Boucher’s most common cover 
crop choices include annual rye, ce-
real rye, buckwheat or radish. 
   “We’ve gone from a straight single 
product to 12- to 15-way mixes of 
cover crop varieties, and we’ve seen 

good results” said Boucher, who 
grows corn, soybeans and wheat 
   Boucher doesn’t measure the re-
sults of cover crops in bushels or the 
boost to his corn and soybean pro-
duction. Instead, his family sets envi-
ronmental goals for the cover crops 
to accomplish. He finds that cover 
crops and their various root systems 
loosen the soil and produce a suitable 
seedbed without relying on mechani-
cal tillage. 
   Cover crop adopters recognize the 
investment in management, time and 
expense creates the largest barrier to 
wider adoption. 
   “We are putting something out in 
the field that isn’t going to be har-
vested, that we are not necessarily 
going to get a direct financial result 

from year one,” Boucher said. “It can 
be a challenge for some farmers to 
see the return on their investment.” 
   After about seven years of cover 
crops, his family now sees improve-
ments in the soil structure. 
   Roney’s cover crop practices are 
enrolled in the Conservation Stew-
ardship Program, a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture initiative that helps 
with its costs. 
   “I really think there is going to be 
increased adoption in cover crops,” 
Roney said. 
   This story was distributed through a co-
operative project between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming news, visit 
www.ILFBpartners.com. 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of AMY ANN HOLMAN, 
deceased 

No. 2022-P-21 
   Notice is given of the death of 
Amy Ann Holman. Letters of 
Independent Administrator were 
issued on February 18. 2022 to 
Emily Holman, of 218 E. Jefferson 
Street, Toulon, IL 61483, as 
Independent Administrator, whose 
attorney is Michael E. Massie, of 
Massie & Quick, 115 NW 3rd 
Avenue, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or with 
the representative, or both, within 
six months from the date of first 
publication, the Bar Date, and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
          Massie & Quick, LLC 
          Attorneys for the Estate 
          115 Northwest Third Avenue 
          Galva, IL 61434 
          Telephone (309) 932-2168 
Published 3/4, 3/11, 3/18/22 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
KNOX COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of  
MARY E. TRACY, deceased 

No. 2022PR19 
   Notice is given of the death of 
MARY E. TRACY.  Letters of Office 
were issued on February 9, 2022, 
to CHARLES LA FOLLETTE of PSC 
709 Box 456, APO AP 96339, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Michael E. Massie, 
Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. Box 
205, Galva, IL 61434. 

   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Knox 
County Circuit Clerk, Knox County 
Courthouse, 200 S. Cherry, 
Galesburg, IL 61401, or with the 
representative, or both, within six 
months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of the 
claim files with the clerk must be 
mailed, or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within ten days after it has been 
filed. 
            Massie & Quick, LLC 
            Attorneys for Estate 
            P.O. Box 205 
            Galva, IL 61434 
            Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 3/11, 3/18, 3/25/22 

• • •     
NOTICE OF ANNUAL TOWN 

MEETING 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LYNN 

   NOTICE is hereby given to the 
legal residents of the Township of 
LYNN, in the County of Knox and 
State of Illinois, that the Annual 
Meeting of said Township will take 
place on TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 
2022. 
   The Town Meeting for the 
transaction of miscellaneous 
business of said Town will be held 
at the hour of 7:00 P. M. on said 
day at the LYNN TOWN HALL, 
2727 Illinois Route 17, Galva, Lynn 
Township, Knox County, Illinois, 
and a Moderator having been 
elected, will proceed to hear and 
con¬sider reports of Officers and 
decide on such measures as may, 
in pursuance of Law, come before 
the Meeting and especially to 
consider and decide the following: 
   Call Meeting to Order; 
   Nomination/Election of the    
Moderator; 
   Moderator’s Oath of Office; 
   Approval of minutes of previous    
Annual Town Meeting; 

   Annual report of Supervisor; 
   Annual report of Road District    
Treasurer; 
   Audit of Accounts;  
   Permanent Fund Transfers;  
   Determine time of the next 
Annual    Town Meeting; 
   General Business; and, 
   Adjournment. 
   DATED this 8th day of March, 
2022. 

TIM THULINE, 
Lynn Township Clerk. 

• • •     
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   RE:  Illinois Department of 
Transportation State Fiscal year 
2023 Section 5311 
Rural/Downstate Public 
Transportation Operating 
Assistance Grant Application.  

Notice is hereby given that a public 
hearing will be held in Marshall 
County along with a virtual hearing 
where all requests and comments 
are to be submitted by March 30, 
2022.  Please email your request 
for information, questions, or 
comments to either Hannah Fuchs, 
Marshall County PCOM, at 
pcom@marshallcountyillinois.com 
or Traci Dowell, MSW Projects of 
Henry Executive Director, at 
tracimswprojects@gmail.com 
   Date: March 30, 2022  Time: 
11:00am  Place:  St. John’s 
Community Center, 1301 Second 
Street, Henry, IL. 
   For the purpose of considering a 
project for which financial 
assistance is being sought from 
Illinois Department of 

Transportation, pursuant to the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation’s general authority 
to make such Grants. 
I. Description of Project:     
   Application for financial 
assistance to provide 
transportation services to the 
general public, elderly and 
individuals with disabilities in 
Marshall and Stark Counties. 
II.  At the Hearing:   
   Marshall County will afford an 
opportunity for interested persons 
or agencies to be heard with 
respect to the social, economic, 
and environmental aspects of the 
Project.  Interested persons may 
submit orally or in writing evidence 
and recommendations with respect 
to said Project. 

III.  Marshall County requests that 
any hearing impaired person 
wishing to attend this Public 
Hearing notify Traci Dowell at 309-
364-2287 at least one week prior 
to the scheduled hearing date so 
that arrangements can be made to 
provide an interpreter. 
IV. Copy of the application for the 
state grant for the proposed 
project will be made available for 
public inspection at the MSW 
Projects office, 1301 Western 
Avenue, Henry, IL. 
            Traci Dowell 
            MSW Projects of Henry 
            P.O. Box 140 
            Henry, IL 61537 
Published 3/18/22 

• • •    
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 LEGAL ADS 
Village of LaFayette 

P.O. Box 116, LaFayette, IL 
61449 

Depreciation Account 
May 1, 2020 thru April 30, 2021 

Beginning Balance  
May 1, 2020                  $5,324.46 
Transfers:                      $1,734.24 
Interest:                        5.96 
Total Cash to Account:  1,740.20 
Disbursements:            $ .00 
Ending Balance  
April 30, 2021               $7,064.66 

Nora Williams, Treasurer 
 

Motor Fuel Tax Fund 
May 1, 2020 thru April 30, 2021 

Beginning Balance  
May 1, 2020              $41,070.44 
Receipts:                    $15,259.37 
State of Illinois 
Interest:                        $39.33 
Total Cash  
to Account:                $15,298.70 
Disbursements:        $36,213.39 
Ending Balance  
April 30, 2021           $20,155.75 

Nora Williams, Treasurer 

Bond Interest and Reserve 
Account 

May 1, 2020 thru April 30, 2021 
Beginning Balance  
May 1, 2020              $11,760.84 
Transfers:                      0.00 
Interest:                        11.77  
Total Cash to Account:  0.00 
Disbursements:            0.00 
Ending Balance  
April 30, 2021            $11,772.61 

Nora Williams, Treasurer 
 

General Funds Pool/Special 
Project Account 

May 1, 2020 thru April 30, 2021 
Beginning Balance  
May 1, 2020                  $100.25 
Interest:                        0.00  
Total Cash to Account:  0.00 
Disbursements:            0.00 
Ending Balance  
April 30, 2021               $100.25 

Nora Williams, Treasurer 
Water Department Account 

May 1, 2020 thru April 30, 2021 
Beginning Balance  
May 1, 2020               $45,017.34 

Receipts:                        
  Water:                       $46,492.11 
  Trash:                         8,778.75 
  Returned Checks         0.00 
Interest:                         38.74 
Total Cash  
to Account:                  $55,309.60 
Disbursements: 
  Salaries:                      $6,529.72 
  Electricity:                      7,021.70 
Insurance: 
  Supplies & Chemicals:6,594.99 
  Equip. Repairs:           18,510.38 
  Office Supplies:           1,033.27 
  Legal Fees:                  0.00 
  Water Tower:               0.00 
  Depreciation:               1,200.00 
  FICA:                           0.00 
  Medicare:                    0.00 
  Unemployment:           156.63 
  Federal W/Holding:      2,490.20 
  State W/Holding:         766.43 
  Misc.:                          2,279.91 
  Trash:                          8,748.00 
  Water Analysis:           10,818.71 
  Improvements:            0.00 
  Bank Loan - Hydrants: 2,605.44 
Total Disbursements  
from Cash:                 $68,755.38 

Ending Balance  
April 30, 2021            $31,571.56 

Nora Williams, Treasurer 
AFFIDAVIT 

State of Illinois ) 
SS 
County of Stark ) 
I , Nora Williams, am the Village 
Clerk of the Village of LaFayette, 
Illinois, and on oath after being 
duly sworn, state as follows: 
1. Attached is a true and correct 
copy of the Village Treasurer’s 
Report – Annual Account which 
was filed with me. 
2. That the Treasurer’s Report – 
Annual Account was published in 
The Prairie News on March 18, 
2022 as provided by 65 ILCS 5/3-
10-5.1. 

/S/ Nora Williams 
Village Clerk 

Subscribed and affirmed this 18th 
Day of March, 2022 

__________________ 
Notary Public 

 Published 3/18/22

Continued from Page 1

COVER CROPS: Setting environmental goals



By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Seven 
teams of Republicans and 
one team of Democrats 
have lined up to challenge 
Gov. JB Pritzker and Lt. 
Gov. Juliana Stratton in the 
2022 elections. 
   Monday was the dead-
line for candidates to turn 
in their nominating peti-
tions to the Illinois State 
Board of Elections to get 
their names on the June 28 
primary ballot. 
   Candidates who were in 
line at 8 a.m. on the first 
day of filing, March 7, will 
enter a lottery for a chance 
to have their names listed 
first on the ballot. But 
those who filed in the final 
hour before 5 p.m. Mon-
day, March 14, have a 
chance to be listed last on 
the ballot. 
   Some studies have sug-
gested being listed first or 
last in a crowded field of 
candidates improves a can-
didate’s chances, especially 
in races where the candi-
dates have low name rec-
ognition. 
   The State Board of Elec-
tions has another week, 
until Monday, March 21, to 
certify the petitions. In the 
meantime, candidates and 
party officials may try to 
challenge other candidates’ 
petition signatures. 
Among the last to file in 

the governor’s race were 
Republicans Jesse Sulli-
van, of Petersburg, and his 
running mate Kathleen 
Murphy, of Warrenville. 
   “To be honest, it’s not a 
beautiful day today and 
any day I don’t have to be 
next to a bunch of other 
politicians and we get to be 
outsiders stepping into this 
race, it’s a good, day,” Sul-
livan said to reporters out-
side the State Board of 
Elections office in Spring-
field just before turning in 
his petitions. 
   “Yeah, we’re not looking 
for a photo op with Gov. 
Pritzker. We were looking 
to turn in the best petitions 
possible to represent the 
people who worked so 
hard to help us get them,” 
Murphy said. 
   Sullivan, a political new-
comer and owner of the 
venture capital firm Alter 
Global LLC, and Murphy, 
a former spokeswoman for 
former state Rep. and 2018 
GOP gubernatorial hopeful 
Jeanne Ives, will face for-
midable competitors for 
the 2022 nomination. 
   Those include Aurora 
Mayor Richard Irvin and 
his running mate, state 
Rep. Avery Bourne, of 
Morrisonville.  
   Another late filer Mon-
day was GOP gubernato-
rial candidate Max 
Solomon, of Hazel Crest, 

and his running mate, La-
tasha Fields, of Chicago. 
According to his website, 
Solomon is a native of 
Nigeria who now practices 
law in the Chicago area, 
while Fields is the founder 
of Christian Home Edu-
cators Support System. 
   They join other teams of 
candidates who filed ear-
lier: state Sen. Darren Bai-
ley, of Xenia, and his 
running mate Stephanie 
Trussel of Lisle; Bull Val-
ley businessman Gary Ra-
bine and his running mate 
Aaron Del Mar of Palatine; 
former state Sen. Paul 
Schimpf, of Waterloo, and 
his running mate Carolyn 
Schofield of Crystal Lake; 
and the team of Emily 
Johnson, of Wheaton, and 
Bret Mahlen, of Orland 
Park, members of the 
group We Are the People 
Illinois, which has called 
for investigations into un-
founded claims of voter 
fraud in the 2020 elections. 
The website for the group 
identifies it as consisting of 
“over 200 people.” 
   One other GOP candi-
date, Keisha Smith, of 
Country Club Hills, filed 
for governor without a run-
ning mate, something that 
a State Board of Elections 
spokesman said could be 
grounds for objection and 
disqualification because 
state law requires candi-

dates for governor and 
lieutenant governor to run 
as a team. 
   Pritzker and Stratton also 
face one challenge from 
within their own party, 
Beverly Miles, a nurse and 
U.S. Army veteran from 
Chicago, and her running 
mate Karla Shaw. 
   Illinois voters this year 
will also choose candidates 
for other constitutional of-
fices. The most contentious 
of those will likely be for 
the office of secretary of 
state, where incumbent 
Jesse White is stepping 
down after six terms in of-
fice. 
   On the Democratic side, 
former state Treasurer 
Alexi Giannoulias and 
Chicago City Clerk Anna 
Valencia appear to be the 
leading candidates, while 
Chicago Alderman David 
Moore and charity director 
Sidney Moore, of Home-
wood, are also in the race. 
   On the Republican side, 
former U.S. Attorney John 
Milhiser, of Springfield, 
and state Rep. Dan Brady, 
of Bloomington, are com-
peting for the nomination. 
Also in the race is former 
Chicago police officer Mi-
chelle Turney, of the group 
We Are The People Illinois. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS Call (309) 286-2185
 FOR SALE 

• GRASS HAY: No rain, on 
wagons, $4 bale, (309) 635-4575. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, 
diesel, have $12,000 in it, lots of 
new parts, need to sell quick, 
$5,000. (309) 657-7155. 
• IRRIGATION PIPE: 3” irrigation 
pipe with 3’ tall nozzle head and 
fittings, (309) 635-4575. 
• Golden Retriever puppies: born 
12/24/21, AKC registered Dam & 
Sire. Available 2/19/22. $1300. 
View AKC Marketplace 302100, 
near Wyoming IL 61491. Call/ 
text Stephen (309)    635-2950. 
owner, excellent condition. 309-
525-3110 No texts. 
• Mushroom compost: for gar-
dens, flowerbeds and lawns.  
Black dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag 
for driveways or landscapes, 1-
3” rejects.  Ron Eberle.  Delivery 

is available 309/493-5881.  Kevin 
Eberle 309-253-3462. Kurt 
Eberle 309-253-7652. 
• Alfafa Grass Hay: second and 
third cuttings, no rain, delivery 
available. (309) 540-0762. 

 WANTED 

•  PASTURE WANTED! 3-5 acres 
to rent or buy near Toulon. Linda 
(McRell) Dean, (703) 851-3260 

FOR RENT 

• TOULON, 105 E. Main, one bed-
room upstairs apartment for rent.  
$525 per month, includes water. 
(309) 678-1831 call or text. 
• ONE BEDROOM, one bath apart-
ment for rent in Galva. Sewer, 
water and trash included, off 
street parking available, $550 per 
month. Call (815) 690-2407.  

  SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call 
me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette.

Primary ballot fills up as deadline passes
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 

(309) 286-4901, Leave Message. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 

watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  
 

Galva Congregational Church  
Pastor Josh Ryner 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz  

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
 Hill Church 

Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 

Sundays 10 a.m. (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 
HillChurchFamily.org 

Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 
 St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Linda Strader  

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org 

 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Interim Pastor Randy Swanson 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. worship 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
              10:15 a.m. worship (Winter schedule) 
             9:15 a.m. worship (Summer schedule—Memorial Day through Labor Day) 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

  
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES
Gordon J. Collinson 

   GALVA – Gordon J. Collinson, 
89, of Galva, formerly of Cham-
paign and Delavan, died at 2:10 
p.m., Saturday, March 5, 2022, at 
Courtyard Estates in Galva. 
   Cremation will be accorded and a 
memorial visitation will be held 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday, 
March 19, at Rux 
Funeral Home in 
Galva. Private in-
urnment will fol-
low at Galva 
Cemetery. Memo-
rials may be di-
rected to the Good 
Shepherd Lu-
theran Church, 
2102 S. Prospect 
Ave., Champaign, IL, 61820. 
   He was born March 24, 1932, in 
Galva, the son of Joseph I. and 
Doris A. (Smith) Collinson. He 
married Marie G. Anderson on 
Sept. 7, 1950, and she preceded him 
in death on Sept. 20, 1984. He later 
married Joan Countryman on May 
11, 1985. Survivors include his wife 
of Galva, his children; Cathy (Rick) 
Colbert of Mansfield, Ill., Doug 
Collinson of Couer d’Alene, Idaho, 
James (Bonnie) Headley of Galva, 
Carlin (Robert) Follis of Galva, 
Cherrie (Richard) Rosander of 
Cambridge, Jeff (Brenda) Puckett 
of Vinita, Okla. and Brian Headley 
of Galva, a brother, Leo (Virginia) 
Collinson of Galva, 15 grandchil-
dren; Codi (Jamie), Roth (Kristina), 
H.R. III, Jake (Hailey), Mia, Jill, 
Andy, Scott, Laurie, Nicole, Car-
son, Hank, Alison, Mollie and Jesse 
and 23 great grandchildren.  
   He was also preceded in death by 
his parents, two brothers, Harold 
Dean and Lyle, a sister, Leotta and 
two sons, Greg Collinson and John 
Headley. 
   Gordon worked as a union electri-
cian. He was a charter member of 
the Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Champaign. He was also 
a member of the Elks Lodge, a col-
lector of treasures and enjoyed fish-
ing, gardening, hunting and 
spending time at the family cabin. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com. 

Don E. Ehnle 
   DUNLAP – Don Errol Ehnle, 82, 
of Dunlap passed away peacefully 
at 10:20 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, 
2022, at OSF Richard L. Owens 
Hospice Home in Peoria, Ill., where 
he was surrounded by his loving 
family and caring staff.  

   Don was born April 7, 1939, at 
home in Dunlap, Ill., to Chris and 
Lydia (Eberle) Ehnle.  
   He married the love of his life, 
Nellie Jo Morrissey, on Nov. 17, 
1962, in Wyoming, Ill., at Saint 
Dominic’s Catholic Church. She 
survives, and they shared their love 
together for al-
most 60 years.   
   Also surviving 
are his children 
Tony (Laura) 
Ehnle Edelstein, 
Suzette (Mark) 
Swanson Dunlap, 
and Steve 
(Tammy) Ehnle 
Brimfield; 11 
grandchildren Erin (Garret) Brown 
Laura, Paige (Jon) Heaton Toulon, 
Christian Ehnle Dunlap, Kelsey 
(Jeremy) Bassett Pittsburg, Pa., 
Taylor Ehnle Chicago, Sierra Swan-
son Dunlap, Brock (Paige) Swan-
son Princeville, Ridge Swanson 
Edwardsville, Slade Swanson Dun-
lap, Ethan Ehnle Brimfield, and 
Emily Ehnle Brimfield; 3 great-
grandchildren Hugh Brown, Lan-
don Brown, and Julian Bassett; 
sister Eleanor (George) Dunn, 
brothers Eldon (Mary Jane) Ehnle, 
Dean (Carol) Ehnle and Joel (Nora) 
Ehnle; sister-in-laws Anna Mae 
Christie, Jeanne (Bud) Porter, Sha-
ron Morrissey and Carol Ehnle; and 
his reliable sidekick Roxie the Rott-
weiler.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents, brother Roland Ehnle, 
sister Alice Williamson, son Doug-
las Ehnle, brother-in-law Patrick 
Morrissey and John Cox, as well as 
nephews Joe Cox and Kevin Ehnle.  
   Don graduated from Wyoming 
High School in 1957, and played 
football for four years. He was an 
all-conference end his senior year 
and earned a scholarship to college. 
Instead of going to college, Don 
stayed home to support the family 
and attended Bradley University in 
Peoria at a later time.  
   He worked at Stahl Lumber Com-
pany for two years, Al Baer Lumber 
Company for six years, was super-
intendent at Noah Herman and Sons 
for 18 years and was part owner of 
Trimco for a good number of years 
before selling out to focus on his 
construction business. He was self-
employed for 40 years. In 1997, due 
to a job injury, Don became a para-
plegic, but that did not derail his 
ambitions as he continued his con-
struction business and taught him-
self AutoCAD allowing him to 
design and draw plans for residen-

tial homes and commercial build-
ings throughout the Peoria area.  
   He taught us many life lessons 
and skills.  
   Don was a member of St. Clem-
ents and St. Jude Catholic Church 
where he was the trustee for a 
number of years and on the building 
committee. He had a great passion 
for sports and loved teaching others 
how to play. He was involved in the 
Dunlap Recreation Association, 
coaching the kids for 15 years and 
helped bring JFL to the Dunlap 
Community. He helped build con-
cession stands and the original 
Eagles Nest at Dunlap High School.  
Don was a lifelong fan of the St. 
Louis Cardinals and the Fighting Il-
lini. He enjoyed watching football 
and college basketball. During the 
summer he enjoyed boating, fish-
ing, gardening, and setting off fire-
works. One of his most adventurous 
vacations was packing up the motor 
home with the whole family going 
to Colorado skiing at Breckenridge 
and Keystone.  
   Don’s family is very appreciative 
of the thoughts and prayers from 
family and friends during this time.  
They invite you to share fond mem-
ories or a message of support by 
visiting csmico.com 
   In honoring Don’s wishes, there 
will be no public visitation or serv-
ices. Private burial services will be 
at a later date at St. Dominic’s 
Cemetery.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital at Memorial giving 
501 St. Jude Place Memphis, Tenn., 
38105 and OSF Richard L. Owens 
Hospice Home Peoria, IL.  
   The Cremation Society of Mid-Il-
linois Co. Pekin/Peoria is assisting 
the family with arrangements. On-
line condolences may be made at 
csmico.com. 

Fred J. Hefner 
   BISHOP HILL – Fred James Hef-
ner, 70, of Bishop Hill, born April 
26, 1951, passed away at home on 
March 15, 2022. 
He will be missed 
by Joanne Hefner; 
three children, 
Jeanine (John) 
Sarnacki, James 
(Casi) Hefner and 
Jillian (Heath) 
Rodseth; and five 
grandchildren, Ga-
briel, Dominic, Mikayla, Landon 
and Sebastian. 
   Online condolences may be ex-
pressed at stackhousemoore.com.
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excited to continue to build on.  
   Pitcher Seth Stewart, first baseman 
Brodie Secrist and outfielder Hunter 
Ramage have moved on, but seven 
starters return. 
   Logan Kuberski pitched big last 
year, and he works with all R-W 

pitchers as a catcher. Infielders Jake 
McGary, Wyatt Self, Adam Kohl and 
Graham Wight (also designated 
hitter) contribute experience. Out-
fielders Dylan Tucker and Parker 
Sornberger are also returning starters. 
   “I think we will be competitive and 
could surprise some people if we can 

play some good sound baseball,” 
ROWVA-Williamsfield coach Arnie 
Gonzalez said. “I like our makeup of 
solid veterans and younger players. If 
we can find defensive combinations, 
since everyone will have to pitch, 
that will keep us solid defensively, 
then we’ll be alright.”

   The Lincoln Trail Conference has 
announced its 2021-22 boys and girls 
basketball all-conference teams. 

GIRLS ALL-CONFERENCE 
First Team 

   Shelby Bowman, West Central; 
Ashley Jones, A-town; Caitlyn Thole, 
Princeville; Brooke Pieper, A-town; 
Kynlee Stearns, Knoxville; Cassidy 
Miller, Annawan; Olivia Goodley, 
Annawan; Hanah Maher, Ridge-
wood; Lexi Stone, Galva; Carolyn 
German, ROWVA-Williamsfield. 

Second Team 
   Kiersten Cox, Mercer Co.; Paige 
Leander, Ridgewood; Luci Kane, 
United; Jesenia Horton-Meza, 
Princeville; Alexa Tuthill, Knoxville; 
Destinee Harwood, Princeville: Ken-
nady Anderson, Wethersfield; Elaina 

Manuel, Annawan; Reece Bertelsen, 
United; Karragan Sperry, United. 

Honorable Mention 
   Kali Yelm  Galva; Kylee Frisby, 
Stark County; Bella VanOpdorp, An-
nawan; Bailey Dickerson, A-town; 
Brynna Seitz, West Central; Hallica 
Warren-Anderson, Ridgewood; 
Jadyn Walker, Knoxville. 

BOYS ALL-CONFERENCE 
First Team 

   David Hise, Sr., Knoxville; Ethan 
Schisler, Sr., A-town; Cormaic Flynn, 
Sr., United; Owen Relander, Jr., 
Mercer Co.; Lucas Kessinger,Sr. , 
Ridgewood; Graham Wight, Jr., R-
W; Abel Wilson, Jr., United; Josh 
Mahe , Sr., Ridgewood; Braden 
Downs, Jr., Knoxville; James Groter, 
Sr., Stark County. 

Second Team 
   Parker Stoneking, Sr., A-town; 
Mason Matney, Sr., Annawan; 
Carsen Malek, Sr., R-W; Colby Cox, 
So., Mercer Co.; Aaron Gotthardt, Sr. 
, Ridgewood; Walker Conchas, Sr., 
West Central; Grant Hunt, Sr., 
Princeville; Aimery Jackson, Sr., We-
thersfield; Nolan Leffler, Sr. ,United 
Luke Rewerts, So. ,Stark County. 

Honorable Mention 
   Daniel Kieser, Jr., Stark County; 
Cayden Morse, Sr., Galva; Kellen 
McClay, Sr., Knoxville; Isaak Big-
ham, Sr., Mercer Co; Tayshaun 
Kieser, So., Princeville; Mason 
Carnes, Jr., West Central; Aidan Par-
kins , Sr., United; Mason Heitzler, Jr., 
Annawan; Lucas Collison, So., 
Mercer Co. 
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The Prairie News Sports
Play Ball: Baseball teams ready to start

By PHIL JOHNSON 
For The Prairie News 

   Veteran coach Scott Paxson will 
again lead Stark County baseball into 
2022. The team has been practicing 
and begins play this Saturday at 
Monmouth-Roseville. 
   Seniors returning to this year’s 
Rebels team are first baseman and 
pitcher Avery Whittle, pitcher/out-
fielder/infielder Jacob Best and out-
fielder Matthew Shipp. 
   “I am cautiously optimistic about 
this year’s team,” coach Paxson said. 
“We’re really happy about the 
numbers we have in the program. 
This includes 16 kids working out as 
pitchers.” 
   “Our strengths will develop as the 
season progresses. Competition for 
playing time should really help the 
team,” Paxson said.  

Galva 
   Galva lost team leader and catcher 
Cal Clucas to graduation and four 
freshmen, who started varsity last 
year, moved out of state or out of the 
district.  
   While the quantity on the team is 
low, the quality could make for a 
competitive campaign. Top pitcher 
Tyler Piester returns. Jaxson Meir 
will move from shortstop replace 
Clucas as the team backstop. He 
could also do some pitching. Johns 
Burrel will return to play third and 
also pitch.  
   Team MVP from 2021 as a fresh-

man, Braxton Rylander, will lead the 
outfield in center. 
   Josh Dunn returns at first base. TJ 
Conner will again play at second. 
Summitt Ouart and Jared O’Brian are 
back to play in the outfield. 
   “We have good talent. Pitching will 
probably be an issue, as we just don’t 
have the arms are yet ready for this 
level. However, we do have an ex-
ceptional freshman, Talan Hull, who 
we expect to progress along the way, 
and Tyler Piester is a proven arm,” 
Galva Coach Van White said. “Of-
fense was a struggle for us last year, 

with a lot of our freshmen hitting 
against upper classmen. Our guys 
spent a great deal of time hitting in 
the offseason, so we feel this part of 
the game will be vastly improved for 
us.”  
   “With a rough schedule starting 
out, we’re going to compete and look 
to build confidence so our players 
know they can compete,” White said.  

Princeville 
   After struggling through an unchar-
acteristically down season in 2021 
(4-18), Princeville looks to get back 
to winning ways with a returning 
crew that saw varsity action in ’22.  
   First baseman, pitcher and team 
MVP Gage DeVries, who hit .490 
leads the returning group. Shortstop 
and pitcher Kasey Juskiv, pitcher and 
infielder Griffin Crear, pitcher/in-
fielder Conner Freres, and catcher 
Wyatt Pitman are among key contrib-
utors to this year’s Princes team. 
   “We were very young last year, and 
the bulk of our players this year 
really learned how to play varsity 
baseball on a trial by fire basis,” 
Princeville coach Chris Delbridge 
said. “We have more pitching depth 
than last year, are looking to solidify 
our defense in key positions, and our 
hitting lineup looks to be much 
deeper this season.” 

ROWVA-Williamsfield 
   Following ROWVA-Williams-
field’s 18-7 and regional champion-
ship season of 2021, the Cougars are 
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Jacob Best is one of two seniors returning 
to lead this year’s Stark County baseball 
team. Photo by Collin Fairfield.
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