
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – The Stark County 
School board hired Michael McGov-
ern as an assistant principal as part of 
several personnel moves made at its 
monthly meeting on March 21. 
   After meeting in closed session, the 
board approved McGovern to replace 
Anne Snyder as Assistant Principal 
for the Junior/Senior high school. 
McGovern was unavailable for ques-
tions until next week. 
   The board accepted several resig-
nations: from Lonnie Dennison as di-

rector of transportation and all coach-
ing positions; from Amy DeBoerver 
as district clerical; from Sherry La-
Payne as assistant cook; and from 
Emile Hahn as high school English 
teacher. 
   The board also approved hiring 
Toni Nowlan as interim transporta-
tion director, Elizabeth Dietz as a 
kindergarten teacher, Rachel Kellogg 
as a third grade teacher and Danielle 
Hall as district clerical. Melissa Jack-
son was approved to be promoted 
from assistant to head of the Student 
Council.  

   In sports, approval was given to 
Kim Becker as volunteer junior var-
sity track coach, Tim Giesenhagen 
from JV to varsity baseball coach, 
Donald Peterson as JV baseball 
coach, Dylan Miller as assistant high 
school football coach, Cody Minder 
as head junior high football coach 
and Cade Tuthill as volunteer junior 
high football coach. 
   In his report, School Superinten-
dent Brett Elliot announced that the 
annual Spring Musical will be held 
March 31 through April 3. May 18 is 
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   KEWANEE – There’s a 
common thread that runs 
throughout Kate Huff-
man’s busy life: farming. 
   Huffman, 30, of Galva, 
was keynote speaker on 
March 22 at the Kewanee 
Rotary Club’s Ag Day 
event at the United Meth-
odist Church.  
   In addition to being a 
Pink Hat Farmer – a social 
media group she started to 
encourage women farmers, 
who she said now run 40 
percent of farms – Kate 
wears a financial hat, as 
well. She works full-time 
as a financial officer at 
Compeer Financial, in 
Geneseo, helping farmers 
achieve financial goals.  
   Huffman then returns to 
Galva as a sixth generation 
farmer to work for a few 
hours on the family farm 
and her own farm. 

   In 2009, Huffman gradu-
ated from Galva High 
School and then from the 
University of Illinois in 
2013, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in finance.  
   In addition to her two 
jobs, Huffman chairs the 
Henry County Farm Bu-
reau Young Leaders Com-
mittee and is a member of 
the Henry County Farm 
Bureau board. 
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Stark Co. school board hires principal

Kate Huffman, of Galva, speaks 
to Kewanee Rotary Club 
members during their Ag Day 
celebration on March 22. 
Photo by John A Ballentine

Galva’s Kate Huffman 
speaks at Ag Day event 

Stark County students sign their names on the final wall of the 
new school building. Submitted photo.

ELECTION 2022 

New district 
Luft faces challenger in 93rd

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   In years past, recent 
weeks would have 
been heated for 
state politicians 
during the annual 
March primary. 
Not this spring. 
Due to a confusing 
and oft-delayed 
state redistricting 
process last 
summer, the Illi-
nois primary was 
pushed back to 
June 28. 
   For some voters, 
it will take that 
long to figure out 
who they are rep-
resented by in 
their redrawn dis-
tricts. Consider the case of 
the new 93rd District, 
which traces a long, narrow 

band of land stretching 
from Pekin almost to the 
Quad Cities and encom-

passing a good 
portion of The 
Prairie News cir-
culation area. 
   Republican 
Mark Luft (R-
Pekin) is the in-
cumbent state 
representative for 
the 93rd, though 
he won in 2020 in 
the 91st and is 
now running in a 
district that in-
cludes 90 percent 
new territory. 
   That is one fac-
tor that lured Tra-
vis Weaver, 30, 
into the Republi-

can primary. The son of 
former State Sen. Chuck Illinois’ newly drawn 93rd District, in yellow, now stretches 

from south of Mapleton to outside the Quad Cities.Continued on Page 2

Luft

Weaver



the eighth grade promotion 
ceremony. Spring Break is 
April 11-18 with school re-
suming on April 19.  
   The Rebel mascot rede-

sign campaign submissions 
are due March 31 and the 
first round of voting on the 
designs is scheduled from 
April 1-18. 
   In addition, Elliot said 
that the emergency plan 
meeting for the schools 
was held and another will 

occur once the new high 
school building is open.  
   Construction on the new 
high school is 55 percent 
complete with the final 
wall having been installed 
March 16. 
   Other action included ap-
proval of bus bids with 

Midwest Bus Sales being 
the winning bidder. Mid-
west will supply leased 
busses to the school dis-
trict. M&M Lawn Service 
was approved to maintain 
the football field and sur-
rounding property at a rate 
of $45 per hour.
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DISTRICT: No Democrat slated for primary yet

SCHOOL BOARD: Rebel mascot voting April 1-18

Weaver, Travis Weaver, 30, said, “It’s 
a 90 percent new geography territory 
for him. I believe people in Elm-
wood, Brimfield, Kewanee and 
Galva all should have a right to 
choose who their representative is – 
not somebody who is going to clearly 
win the primary and clearly win the 
general.” 
   At present, there is no Democrat 
candidate announced for the primary. 
   Luft acknowledges redistricting has 
caused a major shift. Consider that 
the district of Rep. Ryan Spain (R-
Peoria) was shifted to the east while 
that of Rep. Dan Swanson (R-Alpha) 
moved west to make room for the 
93rd. 
   But Luft said all that is out of his 
hands and reflects, “a sham process 
intentionally designed to create even 
more exaggerated single-party rule.” 
   And Luft said he can serve the new 
district well. 
   “Across the state, Democrats have 
gerrymandered the new map in really 
grotesque ways. And, frankly, in 
some cases it appears that they just 
did it because they could,” Luft said. 
“The current district includes Fulton, 
Tazewell, and Peoria counties. The 
conservative values I represent and 
my record of service and experience 
make me the best candidate in the 
race to continue representing the dis-
trict and I welcome the addition of 

Knox, Henry and Stark counties to 
the existing territory.” 
   Weaver has a different take on the 
race. A graduate of the University of 
Alabama and Northwestern’s Kel-
logg School of Management, Weaver 
left a job with Caterpillar after five 
years to find a new path. At first he 
planned to teach, and he has subbed 
in the Brimfield district. But he was 
approached by people whose urging 
eventually led him to run for office as 
a way to serve his community. 
   “[Luft’s] old district was a left-
leaning district. Before Mike Unes, a 
Republican hadn’t won it in history. 
And so I think the Republican that 
we put in there was a pretty moder-
ate, left-leaning Republican,” Weaver 
said. “Now this newly drawn district 
goes from being a left-leaning district 
to more like a two-thirds Republican 
district.  
   “I am a proud, life-long conserva-
tive. And my opponent just frankly 
can’t say the same thing.” 
   Luft disagrees. 
   “I am a conservative Republican in 
the truest sense,” Luft said. “I believe 
it is the job of government to protect 
lives, liberties and property. Social 
engineering, over-regulation and 
large or centralized government 
doesn’t make people more creative, 
successful, or free. My record re-
flects protection of local control and 
personal liberty, and no one in this 

race has an actual voting record 
stronger for conservative values than 
I do.” 
   Luft is a former U.S. Army combat 
medic who worked for Illinois Amer-
ican Water Company for 26 years 
and was president of the Pekin JFL. 
He has also been mayor of Pekin 
since 2019, another issue of conten-
tion in this primary. 
   “I’ve talked to a lot of small-town 
mayors. Over 15 have agreed to en-
dorse me,” Weaver said. “You talk to 
Gary Mohr, mayor in Kewanee, and 
he says, ‘I want a state representative 
who is as concerned about Kewanee 
as they are about Pekin.’” 
   Luft said that has not and will not 
be an issue. 
   “When I decided to forego a salary 
as Mayor of Pekin and serve as state 
representative, I did so because I 
wanted to make sure no conflicts ex-
isted. When I was encouraged to run, 
I didn’t know serving in the General 
Assembly is a part-time position and 
that most members hold other profes-
sional responsibilities,” Luft said. 
“After I looked deeper into it, I found 
there are lawyers, ministers, real es-
tate agents, investment advisors, 
farmers, and yes, even other mayors, 
serving in both chambers. My level 
of concern for all my constituents is 
constant across the district, as it 
should be, and it will remain constant 
for as long as I serve.”  
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HUFFMAN: Bought farm at age 27
   She also chairs a new committee for 
Henry County Farm Bureau – the Health 
and Safety Committee of Farmers. The-
committee focuses on raising awareness 
about grain bin safety, looks at accidents 
involving farm vehicles and explores 
mental health in the farming industry.  
   “It’s a very, very real and serious thing,” 
Huffman said. “Farmers are very private 
people who don’t like to talk about hurt-
ing. Ending the stigma about mental 
health is something we need to be doing.” 
   Huffman said her return to farming is 
not a typical story. After graduating from 
college, Kate tried to work in the Chicago 

area for nine months. She then began 
thinking about returning to the family 
farm.  
   “It’s OK to try things, but you can al-
ways come back,” she said. 
   She started working full-time on the 
family farm in 2014 with her father. Kate 
bought her first farm in 2018, at age 27. 
She realized her first profitable year on 
her farm in 2021. 
   She said her passion is helping young 
farmers as a financial officer and watching 
young farmers purchase their first farm.  
   “It’s an incredible feeling that can’t be 
described,” Huffman said. “I’m honored 
to be their financial advisor.” 

Continued from Page 1



Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   3-13 - Matthew A. Denham - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   3-14 - Spencer W. Thompson - 
Driving 21-25 mph above the limit. 
   3-16 - Timothy J. McKune - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   3-20 - Isaiah A. Duran - Operating 
an uninsured vehicle and display 
plate attachment. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
   3-15 - Domestic Violence - Rachel 
W. Newton - Domestic battery. 
   3-14 - Criminal Misdemeanor - 
Tyler E. Frisby - Criminal trespass to 
vehicles. 
   1-7 - Criminal Misdemeanor - 
Kaiden M. W. Leezer - Unlawful dis-
play TTL/Certif/PLT. 
   3-9 - Criminal Misdemeanor - 
Erica M. Salibury - Possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 
   2-2 - Criminal Misdemanor - Jo-
shua A. Hurley - Possession of drug 
paraphernalia. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   3-8 - A single-vehicle accident oc-
curred on Route 17 and 700N. The 
driver involved was identified as 
Ronald E. Peterson, 72, of Wyoming. 
Peterson reported to authorities that 
he left the roadway and drove on the 
right lane shoulder when the car 
swiped traffic signs before hitting 
one with the front of the vehicle. No 
injuries were reported and no tickets 
were issued. 
   3-9 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred on 800N at the intersection of 
900E. The drivers involved were 
identified as Lovely P. Arconado, 34, 
and Ronald L. Roach, 52, both of 
Wyoming. No injuries were reported 
and no tickets were issued. 
   3-13 - Amanda R. Perry, 21, Tou-
lon, was cited for driving without in-
surance. 
   3-14 - A 17-year-old Kewanee teen 
was cited for failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident and for driving 
without insurance. She was released 
with a court date to appear. 
   3-14 - Tyler E. Frisby, 28, Wyo-
ming, was arrested for criminal tres-
pass to a vehicle and motor vehicle 
theft. On March 16, Frisby was re-
leased with a notice to appear. 
   3-15 - Rachel W. Newton, 45, La-
Fayette was arrested for domestic 
battery. She posted $547 cash bond 
and was released with a court date. 
   3-16 - Paul R. Carlson, 51, Toulon, 
was arrested for disorderly conduct. 
He posted $197 cash bond and was 
released with a court date to appear. 
   3-16 - Heather D. Rucker, 42, Tou-
lon, was issued a notice to appear for 
breach of peace. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   3-14 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 1000 block of SE 2nd St., 
Traci Rooth, 51, Galva, was arrested 
for driving while license suspended 
and operating an uninsured vehicle. 
She also had a warrant from Mercer 
County for failure to appear on a 
theft charge. She was taken to the 
Henry County Jail. 
   3-14 - Officer advised of a con-
trolled burn taking place west of the 
high school at the prairie plot. 

   3-14 - to meet with a subject in the 
300 block of NW 4th Ave. in refer-
ence to a criminal damage to prop-
erty report. 
   3-14 - Officer spoke to a resident in 
the 800 block of N. Center Ave. in 
reference to a city ordinance viola-
tion. 
   3-14 - to the 100 block of E. Divi-
sion St. for a report of an intoxicated 
subject lying in their yard. The sub-
ject was transported by ambulance. 
   3-14 - Officer went to the 100 
block of SE 3rd St. to attempt to lo-
cate a wanted subject. As the result, 
Anthony Shappard, 43, Galva, was 
arrested on a Henry County warrant 
for failure to appear on the charge of 
domestic battery. He was able to post 
bond and was released with a new 
court date. 
   3-15 - Officer checked on a suspi-
cious vehicle that was parked at a 
business after closing hours in the 
500 block of SE 2nd St. 
   3-15 - to the Exchange Street rail-
road crossing after the crossing arm 
came down and struck a vehicle and 
began malfunctioning. Officer di-
rected traffic until BNSF arrived to 
complete repairs. 
   3-15 - to the 400 block of N. Center 
Ave. for a complaint involving a 
loose pit bull. The dog was returned 
to its owner. 
   3-16 - to the 500 block of SW 6th 
Ave. for a property line dispute. 
   3-16 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a report involving the theft 
of a catalytic converter from a ve-
hicle. 
   3-16 - Officer went to a residence 
in the 100 block of S. Center Ave. to 
attempt to locate a wanted subject. 
As the result, Howard Field, 76, 
Galva, was arrested on a Henry 
County warrant for failure to appear 
on numerous traffic charges. He was 
given a notice to appear in court and 
released. 
   3-16 - Officer went to a residence 
in the 700 block of NW 4th St. to at-
tempt to locate a wanted subject. As 
the result, Leianne Fabry, 61, Galva, 
was arrested on a Henry County war-
rant for failure to appear on the 
charge of criminal trespass to a res-
idence. She was unable to post bond 
and was taken to the Henry County 
Jail. 
   3-17 - to the 500 block of SW 6th 
Ave. for a property line dispute. One 
subject was issued a written banning 
letter in reference to trespassing. 
   3-17 - to the 00 block of NE 4th 
Ave. for a possible attempted phone 
scam. 
   3-17 - to the 100 block of NE 4th 
St. for a loud music complaint. A 
subject was advised to turn the music 
down. 
   3-17 - Officer was advised of a 
controlled burn taking place in the 

2000 block of Olaf Krans Ave. 
   3-17 - to a residence on NW 7th 
Ave. to check the welfare of a sub-
ject. 
   3-18 - to a residence just east of 
town on Route 34 to check the wel-
fare of a subject. Officer ultimately 
forced entry into the residence and 
found the resident on the floor need-
ing an ambulance. Subject was trans-
ported by ambulance for treatment. 
   3-19 - Officer located a loose dog 
running in the 500 block of NW 10th 
St. The animal owner, Robert 
Kremer, 61, Galva, was issued an ad-
minstrative warning ticket for allow-
ing a dog to run at large. 
   3-19 - Officer was requested by 
Kewanee Police Department to at-
tempt to locate a subject who re-
portedly violated an order of 
protection in Kewanee. Galva of-
ficers located Jeffery Lucas, 47, 
Galva, in the 400 block of SE 7th 
Ave. He was taken to the Henry 
County Jail. 
   3-19 - As the result of a traffic stop 
[and Galva K9 deployment] in the 
600 block of West Division St., Nata-
lie Davidson, 31, Galesburg, was ar-
rested for possession of meth- 
amphetamine between 100 and 400 
grams [a Class X felony] as well as 
possession of adult use cannabis in a 
motor vehicle. Mark McKinzie, 28, 
Galesburg, was charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine 100 to 400 
grams [a Class X felony] and also is-
sued a citation for illegal transporta-
tion of alcohol by a passenger.  
   McKinzie was found to have a 
Knox County warrant for failure to 
appear on the charge of DUI-alcohol. 
Both subjects were taken to the 
Henry County Jail. 
   3-20 - to the 100 block of Main St. 
for a complaint involving a suspi-
cious vehicle circling the area. Of-
ficer were unable to locate the car. 
   3-20 - dispatched to Sentry Estates 
for a complaint involving harassing 
text messages that had been recieved 
the last three nights. 
   3-20 - Officer advised of a con-
trolled burn that was taking place on 
Olaf Krans Ave. 
   3-20 - to the 300 block of SW 4th 
St. for a complaint involving harass-
ment through Facebook. 
   3-14 - Tyler Popejoy, 28, Kewanee, 
was issued a citation for having ex-
pired registration in the 200 block of 
N. Center Ave. 
   3-18 - Cody Williams, 28, Dunlap, 
was issued a citation in the 300 block 
of Front St. for failure to secure new 
registration upon new residency. 
   3-19 - Victor McMullan, 74, 
Springfield, was issued a citation in 
the 600 block of S. Center Ave. 
Property Transfers 
   3-15 - Brian E., John P., and Peter 
Gill and Maura G. McVey to Gill En-
terprises, LLC. - Pts 13-14-6 NW & 
NE - Consideration = $0. 
   3-15 - JICTB, Inc. to Veniamin 
Kovylyak - Henderson & Whitaker’s 
Add’n. Block 29 Lots 8, 9, and 10 - 
116 S. Olive St., Toulon - Considera-
tion = $18,000. 
   3-15 - For Sail Properties, LLC to 
Annabel and Roger Hochstetler - Vg 
of LaFayette E1/2 Block 23 lot 6 & 
block 23 lot 7 - 705 E. Main St., La-
Fayette - Consideration = $6,000. 
Divorces 
   3-18 - Jason Scott Jackson, Kewa-
nee and Brittany Jo Jackson, Peoria.

Page 3www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • March 25, 2022   

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

PUBLIC RECORD



Page 4 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS • March 25, 2022 

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except the last 
week of December and a week 
in July) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elm-
wood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad & Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - 
Angie Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

   The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 
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GUEST VOICES

Fuel vs. food war for crop acres is coming
   American farmers are long famil-
iar with acre wars. This regional, 
late winter scrum is a showdown 
over how many acres of corn, soy-
beans, cotton, and wheat acres 
farmers will plant mainly in the 
Midwest, Great 
Plains, and 
South. 
   Most years 
these fights are 
decided by a vari-
able – and often-
times volatile – 
combination of 
three elements: 
what market 
prices are calling for, how govern-
ment farm programs could affect 
prices, and agronomy.  
   The latter can be as subjective as 
“I don’t like growing soybeans” 
(my father’s long-held bias) or as 
objective as late spring rains requir-
ing planned corn acres to be 
switched to soybeans. 
   In the last generation, these acre 
battles have taken on a new partici-
pant, the public, who now play a 
growing role in American farm and 
food policy. And why not; they pay 
the lion’s share of the nation’s food 
and farm program tab. 
   Today, that role is evident in the 
ongoing acreage fight between corn 
and wheat. First, a little back-
ground.  
   In 1987, two years after the U.S. 
implemented its first ag-based alter-
native fuels program, U.S. corn 
acres totaled 65 million. Twenty 
years later, in 2007, after the etha-
nol program was supercharged by 
Congress with the Renewable Fuels 
Standard to mandate a 10 percent 
ethanol/gasoline blend, corn acres 

hit 93 million (the same number, in-
cidentally, of planted corn acres in 
2021). 
   Every one of those new, 28 mil-
lion acres – and three to five mil-
lion more most years – is devoted 
to the now legally-required ethanol 
market. As such, it’s almost impos-
sible to overstate the impact ethanol 
has had on U.S. planted acres, net 
farm income, and farm program 
costs. 
   That massive switch cost other 
crops precious acres. In 1981, be-
fore anyone knew how to spell eth-
anol, U.S. wheat acres hit a 
record-high 88 million. By the mid-
1980s, after the introduction of both 
ethanol and the Conservation Re-
serve Program, total wheat acres 
had declined to 65 million. Today, 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) pegs 2021/22 total wheat 
acres at 37 million. 
   That deep drop means the number 
of U.S. acres now devoted to both 
wheat, a foodgrain, and corn to 
make ethanol, a fuel additive, cur-
rently hover in the mid-30 millions. 
This single fact puts the food-ver-
sus-fuel debate in a telling perspec-
tive: We love our cars at least as 
much as we love food. 
   Equally striking, however, is that 
in the last 40 or so relatively peace-
ful years, American eaters haven’t 
even noticed wheat’s losing fight to 
corn and ethanol. Now, though, 
with two key wheat growing and 
exporting nations, Russia and Uk-
raine, at war with each other, world 
wheat prices–and, ironically, gaso-
line prices–are on a daily roller-
coaster ride. New crop wheat 
futures prices, in fact, are two times 
their price of barely a month ago. 

   Both are fueling inflation. On 
March 10, the U.S. Department of 
Labor reported today’s annual infla-
tion rate at 7.9 percent, its highest 
level since 1981. Over the last 12 
months, gasoline prices are up 38 
percent and food about 8 percent. 
   Despite all the political jabber on 
how to lower both, there’s little 
anyone can do about either. 
Changes in planted acres for major 
U.S. crops like corn, soybeans, 
wheat, and cotton come slowly and 
then only marginally. As such, war 
or no war, don’t expect large shifts 
in acreage when USDA issues its 
Prospective Plantings report March 
31. 
   The same is true for ethanol. U.S. 
farmers and farm groups have spent 
decades turning ethanol into ag’s 
most sacred cow and it will take 
years, if not decades, before that 
cow is put out to pasture. That 
means ethanol has more than 
enough rural and political cover to 
withstand today’s ongoing fierce 
debate over carbon pipelines and 
rising food costs. 
   But just like U.S. wheat acres a 
generation ago, nothing in U.S. ag-
riculture is bulletproof forever. Cir-
cumstances change and when they 
do, crop acres change. 
   Just ask a wheat farmer – if you 
can find one. 
   © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT

   I am a creature of habit who does 
not like change. Perhaps most of us 
are. Changes 
which I do not 
have to make and 
can be delayed or 
not made at all 
with no great dis-
comfort are easy 
to put aside – I 
still carry a flip 
phone. 
   Other changes 
are not in my 
personal control; that makes acqui-
escence mandatory until something 

happens that returns my comfort-
able norm. 
   I don’t accept the “WOK” con-
cept.  I can get along fine. 
   I believe the members of the 
U.S.Supreme Court and all courts 
should make decision on the basis 
of the evidence presented, but I 
know my decisions and the deci-
sions of others are influenced by 
personal bias. And the media tell us 
the appointed justices are not inde-
pendent but governed by their polit-
ical affiliation.   
   Harry Truman once stated that 
when one appoints a friend as a jus-

tice one loses a friend, and I hope 
he was right.  
   Those who enjoyed a Supreme 
Court perceived as “liberal” for 
decades are now confronted with a 
court painted as six conservative 
and three liberal votes. In a very 
short time, there have been some 
decisions which were not six to 
three. But it is still uncomfortable 
for those who face potential deci-
sions which are more acceptable to 
the conservative voter.   
   Welcome to my former world. I 
hope you can enjoy it; I didn’t.

Change is hard 

Dimitri 
BERES



CLASSIFIED ADS Call (309) 286-2185
HELP WANTED 

• OFFICE ASSISTANT Part time 30 
per week in Victoria.  Applicants 
must have computer experience in 
excel and data entry. Preferable 
experience with Quickbooks and 
bills of ladings in the transporta-
tion business. Main duties will in-
clude answering phones, filing, 
and computer input. Please call 

309-368-2469 
FOR SALE 

• 4-Row John Deere 7000 planter 
$2,700; 5th Wheel C&M Horse 
Trailer, $13,000. Call evenings 
(309) 253-4123.. 
• Royal China Currier & Ives Din-
nerware: blue and white. Down-
sizing so price is very appealing! 
Call (309) 896-3331, Bud Aup-
perle. 
• GRASS HAY: No rain, on 
wagons, $4 bale, (309) 635-4575. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, 
diesel, have $12,000 in it, lots of 
new parts, need to sell quick, 
$5,000. (309) 657-7155. 
• IRRIGATION PIPE: 3” irrigation 
pipe with 3’ tall nozzle head and 
fittings, (309) 635-4575. 
• Mushroom compost: for gar-
dens, flowerbeds and lawns.  
Black dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag 
for driveways or landscapes, 1-
3” rejects.  Ron Eberle.  Delivery 
is available 309/493-5881.  Kevin 

Eberle 309-253-3462. Kurt 
Eberle 309-253-7652. 
• Alfafa Grass Hay: second and 
third cuttings, no rain, delivery 
available. (309) 540-0762. 

 FOR RENT 

• WYOMING, 2 bedroom at 102 
East Elm. Living/kitchen down-
stairs, bedrooms and bath up-
stairs. $450/month includes heat 
and water. No smoking/no pets. 
Available April 1st. Landlord and 
employer references required. 
612-940-5208. 
• TOULON, 105 E. Main, one bed-
room upstairs apartment for rent.  
$525 per month, includes water. 
(309) 678-1831 call or text. 
• ONE BEDROOM, one bath apart-
ment for rent in Galva. Sewer, 
water and trash included, off 
street parking available, $550 per 
month. Call (815) 690-2407.  

  SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call 
me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette.
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   The first day of spring historically 
coincides with National Ag Day 
each March.  
   As a farmer, I view it as the unof-
ficial launch of the approaching 
planting season for Illinois farmers 
and those businesses who help get 
our raw product from field to table.  
Farmers of all 
sizes and com-
modities are 
ready to start 
their growing 
season and feed 
our customers lo-
cally, regionally, 
and globally.  
   For those 
working in agri-
culture, Ag Day 
is every day as we continue to grow 
a crop to feed a growing world. 
   National Ag Day, which this year 
was Tuesday, March 22, offers the 
chance to recognize the role agri-
culture plays in providing safe, 
abundant, and affordable products, 
along with highlighting the essen-
tial role of agriculture in maintain-
ing a strong economy and career 
opportunities that exist in the agri-
culture, food, and fiber sectors. 
   As Ag Day was happening two 
years ago, our focus was making 
sure those of us in agriculture could 
continue to work as the pandemic 
unfolded right before our eyes. 
What transpired over the next two 

years revealed the resiliency of our 
American food system while supply 
chains were challenged.  
   The food and agriculture indus-
tries' vital roles in feeding Ameri-
cans is well known, but their 
incredible impacts in feeding and 
growing the nation’s economy is 
less talked about. While farmers 
represent less than 2 percent of the 
population, we provide a tremen-
dous value to the domestic food and 
economic sectors.  
   Two years later, our focus is on 
our fellow Ukraine farmers. Ukrain-
ian farmers are just like us, and we 
hope and pray they can plant a crop, 
just like what we are preparing to 
do.  
   As the Ukraine conflict began 
several weeks ago, our commodity 
markets experienced market volatil-
ity, including fuel prices responsible 
for a large percentage of input 
costs. I again remind consumers, 
“farmers are price takers, not price 
makers.” 
   I continue to take calls from re-
porters wondering if Illinois 
farmers will pivot and plant more 
wheat this spring due to the con-
cerns of the Ukrainian export mar-
ket. We all took the role Ukraine 
farmers play in the world wheat ex-
port demand for granted.  
   Ukraine farmers and the Black 
Sea region typically account for 
about 30 percent of world wheat ex-

ports and are a vital supplier of 
wheat to less-developed nations in 
the Middle East and Africa, among 
other destinations.  
   As for the opportunity for Illinois 
farmers to plant more wheat, our 
winter wheat is already in the 
ground, and the upper Plains would 
be better positioned to grow more 
wheat to fill the global demand due 
to the Ukraine conflict. Friendly re-
minder, not all climate and soil 
types are suited for certain crops – 
and this is especially true for wheat.  
   So, as we move through the com-
ing days of this 2022 growing sea-
son, I want to leave you with this 
reminder: Agriculture continues to 
produce what is needed. 
   This story was distributed through a co-
operative project between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming news, visit 
www.FarmWeekNow.com.

Answers on Page 3

Spring brings hope amid uncertainty
GUEST VOICES

Richard 
GUEBERT
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BRIEFS
Bishop Hill readies for 
Spring Fling April 1-3 
   BISHOP HILL – Shops, restau-
rants and museums of Bishop Hill 
will welcome spring with a Spring 
Fling Weekend on April 1-3. Partici-
pating businesses and restaurants will 
offer discounts and sale offers.  
   There will also be a book fair April 
2 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Easter 
Bunny crafts and photos, a volunteer 
fair April 2 from 1-3 p.m. and a $5 
hobby horse make-and-take April 2 
from 10-4 and April 3 from 11-3 at 
the Vasa National Archives. 
   Visitors who get signatures from 
six shops or museums enter a draw-
ing for a gift basket at the Colony 
Store. Forms are at all shops and mu-
seums. The April 3 drawing is at 3:30 
and you need not be present to win.  
Funds available for 
adults at Abilities Plus 
   KEWANEE – Abilities Plus an-
nounces the availability of one-year 
scholarships for adults with intellec-
tual disabilities who wish to attend 
Abilities Plus day programs, and cur-
rently do not receive program fund-
ing through the State of Illinois. This 
includes individuals who have no 
funding resources, or those who are 
currently paying privately to attend.  
   Applicants must complete and sub-
mit an application form by May 6. 
Those selected for funding will be 
notified by July 1. For an application, 
contact Abilities Plus, 1100 North 
East Street in Kewanee, IL, (309) 
852-4626 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon-

day through Friday, or email Julie 
Landwehr at julie@abilitiesplus.org.  
Et cetera 
   • BISHOP HILL – Songwriters 
Crys Matthews, Heather Mae and 
David Singley will perform Sunday, 
March 27, at Bishop Hill Creative 
Commons, located at 309 N. Bishop 
Hill St., Bishop Hill. On Tuesday, 
March 29, JigJam, a bluegrass quin-
tet direct from Ireland, take the stage 

at the Creative Commons. Events are 
open to all ages and feature a potluck 
dinner at 6 p.m. and music at 7. A 
$20-30 donation is suggested. 
   • KEWANEE – Learn more about 
Black Hawk College’s agriculture 
programs Friday, April 8 at Spring 
Ag Visit Day. from 8:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the college’s East Campus. 
Lunch will be provided. RSVP by 
April 1 at www.bhc.edu/agvisitday. 

Congratulations to the Bradford Scholastic Bowl for winning the BVEC Scholastic Bowl 
conference tournament. Pictured are: Front row (left to right) - Gracie Atteberry, Jack 
Morman, Haylie Moodie, Rose Krider, Jake Primo, Bailey McDermott and Blake Kieser. 
Back row (l to r) - Sean Kendall, Riggens Shafer, Carter Peterson and Olivia McDermott. 
Photo by Becki Hofert.

The Wyoming Chamber of Commerce recently had a ribbon cutting for Marnae Benz, the 
new owner of Seventh Street Boutique. Pictured above (left to right) are Dorothy Morris-
sey, Nicole Largent, Denny Rewerts, Hattie Rose, Bailey Brooks, Cody Benz, Marnae 
Benz, Savannah Potter, Melody Anderson and Sheila Rumbold. The boutique is open 
Wednesdays through Saturday.

New political filing rules a hot topic in state
By JEFF LAMPE 

For The Prairie News 
   In a state too well known for politi-
cal corruption, any law that seeks to 
curtail those problems is a good one, 
right? 
   Perhaps you haven’t met Illinois 
Public Act 102-0664, an ethics bill 
designed to increase transparency in-
volving elected officials and govern-
ment employees. As part of the bill, 
effective Jan. 1, Illinois elected offi-
cials, appointed members of board, 
some government employees and 
pension fund board members must 
fill out a revised Statement of Eco-
nomic Interests form. 
   Previously, the form asked officials 
to disclose relationships with busi-
nesses that might also have dealings 
with the council or board for which 
they serve or work. 
   The new form is much more de-

tailed,requiring additional details on 
assets, sources of income, creditors 
owed and other information. Those 
who don’t file, or who file incor-
rectly, face possible penalties of up to 
one year in prison or a $2,500 fine. 
   That change has many scrambling 
in the face of a May 1 deadline for 
filing. In a letter to Illinois House and 
Senate leaders, Bill Cole, executive 
director of the Illinois Municipal 
League (IML), seeks changes based 
on feedback from across the state. 
   “Since the Act’s January 1, 2022, 
effective date, IML has heard from 
hundreds of municipal officials with 
concerns about accurately and adequ-
ately completing the form,” Cole 
wrote. “In some communities, offi-
cials are considering resigning their  
positions out of fear of legal reper-
cussions for being noncompliant with 
the new requirements, and out of the 

belief that some of the required infor-
mation is too intrusive and personal.” 
   Others note the requirements could 
have a “chilling effect” on political 
participation at a time when interest 
is already lagging. 
   Writes Cole in his plea to legis-
lators, “Something must be done, re-
spectfully. IML requests that 
members of the General Assembly 
act to modify these requirements, or, 
at the very least, provide greater clar-
ification on how local officials can 
complete this or a more simplified 
form. The unintended consequence 
of pushing-out good local officials is 
significant, while bad officials at all 
levels will still likely ignore the rules 
and process completely. We need 
your help.” 
   The Illinois Municipal League has 
an online fact sheet available at 
www.iml.org/file.cfm?key=23597.



By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva School board 
unanimously extended the contract of 
Superintendent Joe Becker until June 
30, 2025. 
   Becker told the board that the 
Galva School District will have a 
high school math teacher vacancy for 
next year. 
   City Administrator David Dyer at-
tended the meeting and told the 
board that the City of Galva wants to 
create a new TIF district.  He said the 
TIF would be for 23 years. 
   The city presently has three TIFs: 
   • The downtown TIF which expires 
Dec. 31, 2022, will generate 
$198,048 for the school district. 
   • The Big River TIF, which expires 
Dec. 31, 2024, will generate 
$383,617 for the school district. 
   • Another part of the Big River TIF 
will expire Dec. 31, 2028, and will 
generate $96,363 for the school dis-
trict. 
   The city is working on bringing in 
two new businesses at the present 
time and also working on creating a 
new TIF district. 
   Dyer said the present equalized as-
sessed value (EAV) for Galva is $54 
million. He said he hopes to get 
Galva to $100 million of EAV before 
he retires. 
   Superintendent Becker said the 
EAV for the school district is $89 
million. 
   The board approved the following 
personnel items: 
   • Approved Ryan Anderson as high 
school boys track coach for 2021-22. 

   • Approved Tony Garcia as assis-
tant high school baseball coach for 
2021-22. 
   • Approved Brooke Jackson and  
Rachel Remmert as assistant high 
school softball coaches for 2021-22. 
They will split the stipend. 
   • Approved Charlie Brooks as ele-
mentary head cook. 
   • Approved Mandi Girkin as Jr/Sr 
High head cook. 
   • Approved Nicole Sterling as Jr/Sr 
High assistant cook. 
   • Assigned third-year probationary 
teacher Holly Wangelin to fourth-
year probationary status for 2022-23. 
   • Assigned third-year probationary 
teacher Heather Sellers to fourth-year 
probationary status. 
   • Assigned third-year probationary 
teacher Jessica Dean to fourth year 
probationary status. 

   • Assigned fourth-year probation-
ary teacher Amanda Dynes to ten-
ured status for 2022-23. 
   • Assigned fourth-year probation-
ary teacher Katie Bosnich to tenured 
status for 2022-23. 
   • Assigned fourth-year probation-
ary teacher Rachel Remmert to ten-
ured status for 2022-23. 
   • Assigned fourth-year probation-
ary teacher Josh Morris to tenured 
status for 2022-23. 
   • Assigned first year probationary 
teacher Tyler Nichols to second year 
probationary status. 
   • Rehired Tyler Nichols as Dean of 
Students for 2022-23. 
   • Assigned first-year probationary 
teacher Emily Dulla to second year 
probationary status for 2022-23. 
   • Approved Robert Fontana as dish-
washer at the Jr./Sr High School.
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Galva schools extend Becker’s contract

Seniors David Mock and Samantha Wisecup were crowned King and Queen of Galva’s 
Spring Fling dance held last Saturday at Galva Junior-Senior High School. David is the 
son of Jim and Miriam Mock and Samantha is the daughter of Terry and Jessica Wise-
cup. Photo by Carol Townsend.



By DON SCHMIDT 
For The Prairie News 

   The Stark County Genealogical 
Society (SCGS) was founded in 
June 1992. Early members walked 
the 27 cemeteries in Stark County 
and recorded the inscriptions on 
gravestones. These records were 
compiled cemetery by cemetery and 
sold in booklets. 
   Now, 30 years on, the SCGS 
records of the dead in our grave-
yards include information beyond 
what is inscribed on the headstone. 
  Full birth and death dates, names 
of the fathers and mothers, and mar-
riage dates and names of spouses, 
the military service of men and 
women have been added. This holds 

true for the majority of the dead, but 
not all.  Official death records and 
obituaries are generally not avail-
able for citizens who died prior to 
1880. 
   Sources of genealogy statistics 

come from the SCGS collection of 
obituaries, marriage records, death 
certificate records, and compiled 
family histories.  Recently, old 
newspapers from Bradford, Wyo-
ming, Toulon, Kewanee, Galva and 
Henry have become an important 
online source. 
   SCGS’s burial databank now 
covers over 18,000 people buried in 
Stark County.  We receive a few 
queries each month asking if, when 
and where someone is buried in 
Stark County.  We are happy to an-
swer these requests.  In return most 
patrons proffer a freewill donation 
to help us with our society expenses.

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
KNOX COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of  
MARY E. TRACY, deceased 

No. 2022PR19 
   Notice is given of the death of 
MARY E. TRACY.  Letters of Office 
were issued on February 9, 2022, to 
CHARLES LA FOLLETTE of PSC 709 
Box 456, APO AP 96339, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Michael E. Massie, 
Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. Box 205, 
Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Knox County 
Circuit Clerk, Knox County 
Courthouse, 200 S. Cherry, 
Galesburg, IL 61401, or with the 
representative, or both, within six 
months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred.  Copies of the claim files with 
the clerk must be mailed, or 
delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten days after it 
has been filed. 
            Massie & Quick, LLC 
            Attorneys for Estate 
            P.O. Box 205 
            Galva, IL 61434 
            Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 3/11, 3/18, 3/25/22 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

In The Matter of The Estate of 
DONNA L. CURRIER,

Case No. 22 P 4 
Deceased. 

CLAIM NOTICE 
   Notice is given of the death of 
DONNA L. CURRIER, of Stark 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued to PRESTON R. 
CURRIER and ANITA L. MILBURN, 
Independent Co-Executors, whose 
attorney is DAVID L. COVER of 
Cover Law Group, LLP, Twin Towers 
Plaza, Suite 203-456 Fulton Street, 
Peoria, Illinois 61602, and 107 West 
Main Street, Toulon, Illinois 61483.   
Claims must be filed on or before 
September 26, 2022, or six (6) 

months from the date of the first 
publication of this Claim Notice, 
whichever is later, and any claim not 
filed on or before that date is barred 
as to the estate.  If mailing or 
delivery of a notice from the 
independent executor is required by 
the provisions of Section 18-3 of the 
Illinois Probate Act, then the date of 
filing claims shall be the later of the 
date stated above or three months 
from the date of mailing or delivery. 

Claims must be filed in 
the office of the Clerk of the Court at 
Stark County, Illinois, or with the 
Independent Executor, or both.  
Within ten (10) days after a claim is 
filed with the court, a copy of the 
claim must be mailed or delivered to 
the Independent Co-Executors and to 
their attorney and file with the court 
proof of mailing or delivery of the 
copies. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider.  
   Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ 
service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/ge
thelp.asp.  
   Dated: March 15, 2022 
          Preston R. Currier and Anita L.  
          Milburn, Co-Executors     
          /S/ David L. Cover 
             David L. Cover, their attorney 
David L. Cover 
Cover Law Group, LLP 
Attorneys for the Co-Executors 
Twin Towers Plaza 
Suite 203 - 456 Fulton Street 
Peoria, Illinois 61602 
(309) 673-8227 
ARDC #0528420 
email: dcover@coverlawgroup.com 
107 West Main Street 
Toulon, Illinois 61483 
(309) 286-7311 
Published 3/25/22 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CITY OF WYOMING, ILLINOIS,

Plaintiff,   
IN CHANCERY 

Case No. 2022FC2 
v.
ETC D. RODRIGUEZ IRA #Z081326  
(C/O PIP-WEST, LLC); UNKNOWN  
OWNERS; AND NON-RECORD  
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.  

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
 BY PUBLICATION 

   The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been filed, notice 
is hereby given to you, all Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants, 
Defendants in the above-captioned 
cause, that the above-captioned 
foreclosure action was filed on 
March 17, 2022, and is now 
pending. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are 
identified above. 
   2. The name of the titleholder of 
record is: ETC D. RODRIGUEZ IRA 
#Z081326 (C/O PIP-WEST, LLC) 
   3. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:  
   A plot of ground beginning at a 
point 100 feet North of the SW 
corner of Block “T” in GILES C. 
DANA’S ADDITION to the City of 
Wyoming, Illinois; running thence 
East 155 feet to an alley; thence 
North 47 feet; thence 155 feet to 
Galena Avenue; thence South 47 feet 
to the place of beginning, Stark 
County, Illinois 
   PIN: 04-36-319-007 
   4. A common address or 
description of the location of the real 
estate is as follows: 103 N. Galena 
Avenue, Wyoming IL 61491 
   5. An identification of the 
Demolition Lien sought to be 
foreclosed is as follows:  
   a.  Names of Respondent:  ETC D. 
RODRIGUEZ IRA #Z081326 (C/O 
PIP-WEST, LLC)  
   b.  Name of Claimant:  CITY OF 
WYOMING, ILLINOIS  
   c.  Date of Demolition Lien:  June 
17, 2021 
   d.  Date of Recording:  June 17, 
2021  
   e.  County Where Recorded:  Stark 

County, Illinois  
   f.  Recording Document 
Identification:  2021-108226  
   NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, all 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants, Defendants, file your 
answer to the Complaint for 
Foreclosure in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the Circuit Court of the 
Tenth Judicial Circuit, Stark County, 
Illinois, Stark County Courthouse, 
130 W. Main St., Toulon IL 61483, 
on or before April 28, 2022, default 
may be entered against you and each 
of you at any time after that day and 
a Judgment for Foreclosure may be 
entered in accordance with the 
prayer of the Complaint for 
Foreclosure.  
                 /S/ Julie Kenney 
                 Stark County Circuit Clerk 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W 2nd St 
Kewanee, IL 61443  
Phone:  309/852-5555 
justin@barashlaw.com  
Published 3/25, 4/1, 4/8/22 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL  
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 

STARK COUNTY 
In Re ESTATE OF ) 
DARYL W. PITTMAN ) 2022PR5 
Deceased. ) 

CLAIM NOTICE 
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION 

   NOTICE is given to creditors of the 
death of DARYL W. PITTMAN on 
June 28, 2021.  Letters of Office 
were issued on March 18, 2022, by 
the above entitled Court to VENETTE 
S. PITTMAN, of 8675 Grain Bin 
Road, Toulon, Illinois 61483, as 
Independent Administrator, whose 
attorneys of record are WHITNEY & 
POTTS, LTD., of 118 West Main 
Street, P. O. Box 368, Elmwood, 
Illinois, 61529-0368.      
   Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the Circuit Clerk's Office, 
Stark County Courthouse, Toulon, 
Illinois, or with the Administrator or 
both on or before the 30th day of 
September, 2022 or if mailing or 
delivery of a Notice from the 

Administrator is required by Sec. 18-
3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the 
date stated in that Notice.  Every 
claim filed must be in writing and 
state sufficient information to notify 
the representative of the nature of 
the claim or other relief sought.  Any 
claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant to the 
administrator and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has been 
filed and shall file with the Court, 
proof of any required mailing or 
delivery of copies. 
   The estate will be administered 
without court supervision, unless 
under 755 Illinois Compiled Statutes 
5/28-4, any interested person 
terminates independent admin-
istration at any time by mailing or 
delivering a copy of a form of 
petition to terminate independent 
administration to the Clerk of the 
Court at the above address. 
   DATED this 18th day of March, 
2022.  
      VENETTE S. PITTMAN,  
      Independent Administrator of the  
      Estate of DARYL W. PITTMAN,  
      Deceased.   
Ashlee E. Stabler, Esq. 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD. 
Attorneys for the Independent 
Administrator 
118 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 368 
Elmwood, Illinois  61529-0368 
Telephone: (309) 742-3611 
ashlee@whitneyandpotts.com         
Published 3/25, 4/1, 4/8/22 

• • •     
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING NOTICE 

OSCEOLA TOWNSHIP 
   To the legal residents of the Town 
of Osceola in the County of Stark and 
State of Illinois, that the Annual 
Township Meeting of said Town will 
take place on Tuesday, April 12, 
2022 being the second Tuesday of 
said month.  The township meeting 
for the transaction of miscellaneous 
business of said Township will be 
held at the hour of 7:30 p.m. on said 
day at the Osceola Township Office 
building. When the moderator 
having been elected, will proceed to 

hear and consider reports of officers 
and decide on such measures as 
may, in pursuance of law, come 
before the meeting; and especially to 
consider and decide the following: 
Supervisors Annual Report, C.D. 
Investments and possible fund 
transfers.  
  Dated this day 10th of March 2022 

Ralph Moodie,  
Osceola Township Clerk 

Published 3/25/22 
• • •     

MILO TOWNSHIP  
BUDGET HEARING  

AND ANNUAL TOWN MEETING  
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN To the 
legal Voters of the Town of Milo in 
the County of Bureau and the State 
of Illinois, that the Budget Hearing of 
said Town & Road District will take 
place on: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 
being the second Tuesday of said 
month at the hour of 7:00 PM. 
   Note: Copies of the proposed 
Budgets are available for viewing 
prior to the hearing at the home of 
the Milo Township Clerk: Thomas D. 
Ashby, 15863 245 North Ave, 
Bradford, IL. Call before coming 
309-897-8483. Or Supervisor: Steve 
Cowser, 2358 1625 East St, 
Bradford, IL. Call before coming 
309-238-8044  
   Followed by the Annual Town 
Meeting at the hour of 7:30 PM at 
the Milo Township hall for the 
transaction of the miscellaneous 
business of the said town; and after 
a Moderator having been elected, 
will proceed to hear and consider 
reports of officers, and decide on  
such measures as may, in 
pursuance of law, come before the 
meeting; and especially to consider 
and decide the following:  
   • The disposition of excess 
township property.  
   • Other items as may be brought 
before the electors. Dated 4 March 
2021,  

Thomas D. (Tom) 
Ashby,  

Milo Township Clerk,  
Bureau County, IL 

Published 3/25/22 
• • •    
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 LEGAL ADS 

Genealogical Society databank has 18,000 burials

Pictured above is Stringtown Cemetery in 
Stark County.
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 

(309) 286-4901, Leave Message. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 

watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  
 

Galva Congregational Church  
Pastor Josh Ryner 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz  

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
 Hill Church 

Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 

Sundays 10 a.m. (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 
HillChurchFamily.org 

Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 
 St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Linda Strader  

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org 

 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Interim Pastor Randy Swanson 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. worship 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
              10:15 a.m. worship (Winter schedule) 
             9:15 a.m. worship (Summer schedule—Memorial Day through Labor Day) 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

  
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES

ADVERTISE (309) 286-2185

Judy L. Anderson 
   GALVA – Judy L. Anderson, 70, of 
Galva, Ill., passed away peacefully 
on Wednesday, March 16, 2022, in 
Viola, Ill., with her daughter Heidi by 
her side. Judy’s strength and endur-
ance throughout 
her battle with 
cancer truly 
amazed her family, 
friends and even 
her doctors and 
nurses. Her 
strength was 
fueled by the great 
love of her family.  
   Visitation serv-
ices will be held from 4-7 pm, on 
Friday, April 1, at Rux Funeral Home 
in Galva. Friends and family are also 
invited to attend a Celebration of 
Life in Judy’s honor to be held at the 
Galva Arts Council on April 2, from 
11 a.m-3 p.m. Bob Lewin will be 
providing a prayer service at 11:30 
a.m. Lunch and refreshments will be 
provided.   
   Donations may be made in Judy’s 
memory to the Shriner’s Children’s 
Hospital, Henry County Humane So-
ciety, the Galva Arts Council, the 
Galva Freedom Fest, or the Galva 
High School Class of 1970 in c/o 
Connie (Rick) Anderson.  
   Per Judy’s wishes, cremation rites 
have been accorded through Watson 
Thomas Funeral Home in Galesburg. 
All other arrangements are being 
handled by Rux Funeral Home in 
Galva. 
   Judy was born on March 11, 1952, 
the daughter of Howard Lee and 
Rose (Holmes) Craig, in Kewanee, 
Ill. She is survived by three sisters: 
her twin sister, Trudy, sister Tina and 
her youngest sister Patty. Judy gradu-
ated from Galva High School and 
married Larry G. Anderson of Al-
tona, Ill., in April of 1972, and to-
gether they had two daughters, Heidi 
and Jennifer. The couple later di-
vorced. Judy worked hard during her 
life in order to provide for her daugh-
ters, which included working as a 
certified nurse’s aide, at the Kewanee 
Leather Factory and Dixline Corpo-
ration in Galva.  
   In her younger years, Judy enjoyed 
crocheting and cross-stitch, ceramics, 
fishing, karaoke and going on lunch 
outings and shopping with her loved 
ones. 
   Her family was her driving force in 
life, and she always looked forward 
to all family holidays and get to-
gethers. Judy and her sisters shared 
the planning and hosting of an indi-
vidual annual holiday event, with 
Judy’s annual holiday celebration 
being the 4th of July. Her yearly free-
dom celebration was a family favor-
ite and consisted of lots of food and 
drink, talent shows, horseshoes the 
parade and fireworks at the Galva 
Park District. Judy was famous in her 

family for her delicious zucchini 
bread, and brownies; both of which 
no one can quite replicate. 
   Judy was very blessed to know 
how many people truly cared for and 
loved her with all of the gifts, cards, 
letters, messages, food and flowers 
she received on almost a daily basis 
during her illness. The love from her 
friends and family kept her spirits up 
and helped her stay hopeful even on 
her hardest days. She was able to 
celebrate her milestone 70th birthday 
with her twin sister and loving 
family. 
   Those left to cherish her memory 
include daughters, Heidi (Jeff Cook) 
Martin of Viola and Jennifer (Shawn) 
Rohrig of Galva; and three grand-
children, Kylie Martin of Peoria, Ill., 
Tyler (Maia Leach) Henry of Lay-
fette, Ind., and Wyatt Rohrig of 
Galva. Her grandchildren were the 
light of her life, as she was theirs. 
Also left to cherish her memory are; 
her twin sister Trudy (Steve Knasko) 
Kircher of Dubuque, Iowa/Galena, 
Ill., her sister Tina (Bill) Hutchinson 
of Galva, and sister Patty (Larry) 
Collinson also of Galva; along with 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and a 
great-nephew who were all very dear 
to her heart. Judy is also survived by 
several family canine companions, 
whom she loved very much. 
   Judy was preceded in death by her 
parents, Howard Lee and Rose Craig, 
and her nephew, Frank Sellers. 
   The family would like to give spe-
cial thanks to Hospice Compassus 
for providing such wonderful care in 
our time of need, and also to Western 
Illinois Home Healthcare, for their 
care and compassion, not only from a 
patient standpoint, but also for their 
compassion, patience and under-
standing for their employee, Judy’s 
daughter Heidi, as she took time off 
to care for her mother. Also, a special 
thanks to Kathryn Sharer of Aledo, 
Ill., Judy’s caregiver and daytime 
angel. 

Joan M. Rumbold 
   LaFAYETTE – Joan Marie Rum-
bold, 85, of LaFayette, passed away 
at 7:55 a.m. Tuesday, March 22, 
2022, at her home.  
   Joan was born on 
Sept. 15, 1936, in 
Peoria County. She 
was the daughter 
of George and 
Clara (Streit-
matter) Berchtold. 
She married Ray-
mond Rumbold on 
June 30, 1957. She 
is survived by her husband, Ray-
mond Rumbold; 2 sons, Randy (Jill) 
Rumbold of LaFayette and Rick 
(Joyce) Rumbold of LaFayette; 1 
daughter, Brenda (Michael) Rose of 
Galva; 9 grandchildren; and 13 great- 
grandchildren. She is preceded in 
death by her parents; her sister, Kath-

erine Peterson; and her brother, La-
vern Berchtold. 
   Joan was deeply loved and cher-
ished by her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. She loved 
spending time with her family and 
was always looking for an opportu-
nity to host a family event so every-
one could spend time together. 
Birthdays, holidays, anniversaries, 
and late fall wiener roasts were all 
times that the family could count on 
Grandma wanting to gather and spoil 
her family.  
   Joan graduated from Princeville 
High School in 1954 and began 
working at Caterpillar. In 1959, her 
first son was born, and she left Cater-
pillar to be a homemaker and to help 
her husband with the family farm. 
Joan loved to garden and spend time 
taking care of her yard. She spent 
many hours in the seat of her mower 
trimming her yard to perfection. She 
attributed her love for mowing to her 
memories of mowing her parents’ 
lawn as part of her childhood chores. 
Joan was also an exceptionally tal-
ented baker and cook. Her family al-
ways looked forward to enjoying her 
cooking and baked goods whenever 
they could. She also loved to share 
her gift by providing meals and 
baked goods to various events and 
people over the years. She was a 
member of the Princeville Apostolic 
Christian Church.  
   Her funeral will be at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 26, 2022, at the Prince-
ville Apostolic Christian Church. 
Ministers of the church will officiate. 
Visitation will be from 4:30-7:30 
p.m. Friday, March 25, 2022, at the 
Princeville Apostolic Fellowship 
Hall. Additional visitation will be 
from 9-9:45 a.m. Saturday at the 
Church. Burial will be in the Prince-
ville Apostolic Christian Church 
Cemetery. Haskell Funeral & Crema-
tion Services in Princeville is in 
charge of arrangements. 
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Midwest Food Bank or 
Apostolic Christian Skylines in Peo-
ria. To leave condolences for Joan’s 
family, please visit her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Alan D. Johnson 
   WYOMING – Alan D. Johnson, 
59, of Wyoming, formerly of Dun-
dee, Ill., and Las Vegas, Nev., passed 
away on March 15, 2022, at his res-
idence. He was born on April 22, 
1962, in Evanston to parents David 
and Jacqueline (Prost) Johnson. He is 
survived by his brother, Brian 
(Nancy) Johnson of East Dundee. 
   Alan grew up in Northbrook.  
   Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Wyoming is assisting the 
family with arrangements.

Anderson

Rumbold



By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Su-
preme Court is being asked to decide 
the extent to which property owners 
can block anyone else, including 
neighboring property owners, from 
accessing a river that runs through 
their property. 
   It’s a question of law that Illinois 
courts have not fully addressed be-
fore and one over which different 
states have vastly different policies. 
   The case involves two property 
owners who own land along the 
Mazon River, in Grundy County, a 
portion of which has been declared a 
National Historic Landmark because 
it has significant and unique fossil 
deposits dating back some 300 mil-
lion years. 
   The Mazon River is designated as 
non-navigable under Illinois law, 
meaning it is not wide or deep 
enough to carry commercial traffic 
such as barges. 
   Adam Holm and his family own 
two noncontiguous parcels of land 
along the river, one of which is ac-
cessible by road and one of which is 

not. 
   Holm, who operates a fossil-hunt-
ing business, used a kayak to traverse 
down the river from one parcel of 
land to the other to gather fossils, 
passing through land owned by Peter 
Kodat, who also operates a fossil 
hunting business. 
   In September 2016, Kodat called 
the Grundy County Sheriff’s Office 
to report two people kayaking in 
front of his property. Sheriff’s of-
ficers responded and informed Holm 
that he was trespassing by kayaking 
on the river, even if he remained in 
the kayak and never went on land. 
   Holm then sued, asking the court to 
declare that as a riparian landowner, 
he had a right to access the full 
length of the river, even if that meant 
traversing across Kodat’s property. 
   Although there were allegations 
that Holm had, in fact, been taking 
fossils from Kodat’s property, that 
was never adjudicated in court. 
   At first, the trial court sided with 
Holm, saying he had a right to ac-
cess the entire surface of the river. 
But Kodat asked the court to recon-
sider that decision. In March 2020, 

the court reversed itself and held that 
Kodat had an absolute right to ex-
clude anyone from accessing the 
portion of the river that flowed ac-
ross his property. The 3rd District 
Court of Appeals upheld that deci-
sion. 
   At issue, Holm’s attorney Zachary 
Pollack said, is whether a “civil law” 
principle should apply, allowing a ri-
parian landowner to use the entire 
surface of a non-navigable river or 
whether courts should apply a “com-
mon law” principle that says riparian 
landowners have a right to exclude 
others from accessing the portion of 
a river crossing their property. 
   Pollack said some states, like New 
Mexico, have laws that effectively 
make rivers and streams public prop-
erty, thus prohibiting landowners 
from barring public access. 
    In Illinois, he said, courts have 
never directly addressed the question 
of the civil law principle that applies 
to accessing rivers, lakes and 
streams. Most decisions have dealt 
with access to lakes. 
   The court is likely to issue its ruling 
on the case later this year. 
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The Prairie News Sports
Stark County track athletes excel indoors

By JEFF LAMPE 
and PHIL JOHNSON 

For The Prairie News 
  . MONMOUTH – Lindley Johns-
ton had a role in a strong showing 
by Stark County track athletes Sat-
urday by qualifying for the indoor 
state meet in three events and win-
ning the high jump in the 30-team 
Silver Streak Last Chance event at 
Monmouth College. 
   “Lindley came right out of the 
gates with a great start winning 
high jump,” girls track coach Clint 
Terwilliger said. 
   Blake Orwig also had a strong 
day, breaking his own school record 
in the shot put with a throw of 51 
feet, 0.5 inches to win by almost 5 
feet over the runnerup from Gales-
burg.  
   The other boys medalist was Kea-
gan Newton, who won the triple 
jump with a leap of 41-3 and med-
aled in high jump (fifth after clear-
ing 5-10) and 60-meter hurdles 
(sixth in 9.72). 
   Fourth-ranked triple jumper New-
ton and fifth-ranked shot putter 
Orwig (51-0.75 best) will also com-
pete in the Illinois Top Times meet 
today and Saturday at Illinois Wes-
leyan. 
   Johnston is ranked second in high 
jump after clearing 5-4.25 during 
the outdoor season and will also 
compete in the 200 meters (28.18) 

and 400 meters (1:04.95). She was 
third in the 400 at Monmouth. 
   Stark County’s 4x800 team of 
Keagan Hamilton, Sarah Kraklow, 
Paige Rewerts and Ashley Orrick 
placed third at Monmouth in 
11:07.27 against larger foes No. 1 
Pleasant Plains (10:35.87) and No. 
2 Sherrard (10:36.63). Terwilliger 
said Kylee Frisby (30-5.25) and 
Lauren Orwig (32-1.75) had strong 
throws in the shot put as well.  

Stark County Softball 
   The Lady Rebels have three 
starters back from an 8-11 finisher 
and look to field a young team this 
spring. 

   “We are a young but coachable 
team with contributions coming 
from both upperclassmen and un-
derclassmen,” second-year coach 
Trey Swanson said. 
   Top hitters back are junior Lauren 
West (.395 batting average), sopho-
more Olivia Orwig (.380) and jun-
ior Haylel Gilliam (.375). 
   Shanna Peterson is the top pitcher 
back after going 5-3 with 42 strike-
outs and a 5.04 ERA, 

Galva Baseball 
   Galva began the 2022 campaign 
Monday with a 16-1 non-confer-
ence loss at Port Byron Riverdale.  
   TJ Conner had a hit and a walk 
for the Wildcats. Talon Hull scored 
the team’s run by way of a steal, 
followed by a failed pickoff at-
tempt. 
   “It was our first game, and it 
showed. We weren’t ready for game 
speed,” Galva Coach Van White 
said. “We will look to rebound next 
game.” 
   Galva next goes to Midland on 
Monday, April 4. 

Stark County Baseball 
   Stark County (0-1) began 2022 
play with a 10-2 home loss Tuesday 
against Farmington in non-confer-
ence action. 
   The Rebels were scheduled to 
play at home versus Morrison 
Thursday in a non-conference 
contest. 

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

Stark County’s Lindley Johnston is a top 
performer whether she’s competing out-
side, as above or inside, as last weekend 
when she qualified for the Illinois Top 
Times meet in three events.

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties
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