
By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva City 
Council approved a $150,000 
appropriation for the 2022 Galva 
Street program at its latest meet-
ing. 
   Greg Peterson of Bruner, 
Cooper & Zuck, the city engi-
neer, was present and went over 
the streets that are to have work 
done. 
   Crews this year will concen-
trate on the northwest section 
with seal coating. Northeast 5th 
street will be scarified and will 
see the addition of 4 inches of 
rock before being primed and 
sealed. 

   The program is estimated at 
$133,000 and the city has about 
$40,000 in Motor Fuel Tax funds 
(MFT), with about $90,000 
coming from other funds, ac-
cording to City Administrator 
David Dyer. 
   Supervisor Richard Plummer 
announced the city will be hiring 
summer help. Applications are 
available in City Hall. 
   Plummer also announced that 
all decorations must be off the 
Galva Cemetery by April 10 and 
items may be put back April 14. 
   Plummer told the council that 
Galva Township had a 2003 road 
grader with a wing blade for 
$26,500. Plummer said the city 

presently owns a grader that is a 
1986 that does not have a wing. 
He noted there might be a blade 
available for it also. The council 
will make a decision on the 
grader at its March meeting. 
   Mayor Rich Volkert an-
nounced that Jeremy Wood was 
hired as a full-time employee 

starting Feb. 28. He has worked 
part-time for the city for several 
years. 
   The Ready to Grow committee 
has set April 23 as city clean-up 
day. Groups and individuals will 
be walking the town and sur-
rounding area picking up trash.  
The high school would like to 
help on a Friday. 
   Police Chief Kraig Townsend 
asked that residents remove all 
non-working vehicles, vehicle 
parts and trash from their yards. 
   He said the police will be 
knocking on doors and it would 
help for every resident to clean 
up their yard. 
   The council tabled a decision 

on the Lions Club electronic 
sign that they would like to put 
up in the downtown area until 
someone from the club can at-
tend a council meeting.  
   Mayor Rich Volkert pro-
claimed April 7 as Junior  
Achievement Day in Galva and 
read a proclamation. 
   Those interested in planting a 
tree on a terrace should contact 
City Hall, as the last day to order 
is March 28 for a shared cost of 
$45. 
   Administrator David Dyer re-
ported the city is $14,463 ahead 
on revenue from this time last 
year.
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By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – Galva’s motel will soon re-open with a new 
franchise. The motel closed last year and has been pur-
chased by Jay and Kanen Patel of Chicago. 
   Patel said the motel will reopen as Galva Econo Lodge. 
The facility at 
301 Commer-
cial St. was 
formerly a 
Super 8. 
  The 35-room 
motel will 
open in early 
March, Patel 
said Tuesday. 
The business 
will be man-
aged by 
Kanen Patel. 
Anyone seek-
ing employ-
ment can call (847) 971-2561. 
   Chicago-based real estate firm Avison Young had 
been listing the property for sale at $500,000.

Galva council approves appropriation for street program

STINK BUG INVASION

Smelly pests 
Warmer weather bringing 

stink bugs out of hidey holes
By GRETCHEN STEELE 

For The Weekly Post 
   Recent relatively warm, 
sunny days between 
winter storms woke a 
sleeping enemy at my 
house. There was more 
than a modicum of spit-
ting, shouting and squal-
ling in my kitchen just the 
other morning. I realized 
most unpleasantly that the 
warm sunshine had un-
leashed one of the yucki-
est of our invasive 
species, the Brown Mar-
morated Stink Bug.  
   The first one I encoun-
tered had been lurking in 
the bottom of my coffee 

cup. Set under the spout 
of my timed brew pot, I 
pulled it out, took that 
first sip ... only to imme-
diately be hit with not 
only the horrendous smell 
these heathen creatures 
emit, but a rather unholy 
taste, as well. Shrieking 
and cursing, I quickly 
threw that entire cup into 
the sink.  
   In my haste, all I man-
aged to do was create 
enough commotion for 
the stink bug to stir it up, 
so it made even more 
stink in the sink as it went 
swirling down the drain.     
   As the morning pro-

gressed, I found a few 
more crawling along the 
window sill, hanging out 

in a houseplant and 
creeping around the dog-

Continued on Page 2

Brown Marmorated Stink Bugs like this one have spread rapidly 
across Illinois since the late 1990s and tend to emerge on 
warm days. Wikimedia Commons photo by Hectonichus.

Pictured above is the former Super 8 motel in 
Galva that will soon re-open as an Econo 
Lodge under the ownership of Jay and Kanen 
Patel. Photo by Carol Townsend.

Galva motel re-opens 
Patel to run new Econo Lodge



food and bird-seed containers.  
   I am not ready to start battling 
these beasts just yet. Brown mar-
morated stink bugs (BMSBs) are a 
relatively new invasive invader in 
Illinois homes. Then again, these 
devils are no prize even if they stay 
outside. They can be damaging gar-
den pests.    
   The insects are problematic and 
unwelcome because, as the name 
suggests, what they do best is create 
a stink. Anything the BMSB per-
ceives as a threat (such as hot cof-
fee dripping on them or chasing 
them with a spray of water down 
the drain) causes them to pump out 
stench. The stench will linger, too.     
   The other issue is they are very 
happy to move into your home. 
They are quiet, sneaky bugs, drawn 
to light and warmth, so there exists 
the possibility you can find them 
anywhere inside.  
   They could be basking on a win-
dowsill, hanging out on your 
dishes, lounging on your clothing, 
or even resting comfortably in your 
hair.   
   If you don’t smell them first, the 
BMSB body has a shield-shaped 
characteristic to all stink bugs, and 
is as wide as it is long. The three 
most identifying characteristics are 
black and white banding on the an-
tennae, smooth-looking shoulders 
and alternating dark/light banding 
on the edge of the wings. 
   The brown marmorated stink bug 
was first found in 1998 in Penn-
sylvania. It is thought to have ar-
rived as a stowaway from Asia. 
BMSBs have a large and ever-
growing range and happily feed on 
many plants.  
   The bugs have piercing mouth 

parts and damage many crops, in-
cluding apples, pears, soybeans and 
even landscape ornamentals we 
tend to so lovingly. The bugs can 
also be destructive to tomatoes and 
green peppers.  
   The emerging pattern finds many 
of us battling them outside in late 
summer and early fall. Then we dis-
cover, to our horror, that as the 
weather cools off, they invade our 
homes and vehicles. Cold weather 
tends to send them into hiding, but 
given a few warm days, the foul 
creatures emerge.  
   They tend to gather in large 
bunches under siding, in window 
frames, in dark corners of your 
home and in other man-made struc-
tures. In the wild, USDA studies 
show they prefer large dead trees 
that are still standing.  
   After they overwinter and spring 
is in full swing, they lay 20-30 
eggs, usually in April. Multiple 
hatches can happen in a single year, 
depending on temperatures.  
   Here are ways to control these 
smelly invaders.  
   Use a vacuum to suck up adults 
and then empty into soapy water. 
Trust me, you will want to hold 
your nose when you do this, be-
cause all that bouncing around 
really gets the stink production 
going. If it’s just a single bug here 

or there in the house or vehicle, I 
grab an empty jar, scoop them up, 
put the lid on and toss the whole 
works.  
   An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of stinkbugs, so in early fall, 
look for places where they can gain 
entry to your home and caulk any 
cracks and crevices you find. Pay 
special attention to windows and 
doors, and make sure windows 
frames are in good repair and tight-
fitting. Door sweeps attached to the 
bottom of your entrance doors are 
also helpful.   
   If there appears to be an extensive 
invasion outside, consider a peri-
meter spray of pyrethroids.  
   One do-it-yourself trap has 
worked relatively well for me when 
the warming days bring these 
stinkers out of the woodwork. I fill 
a foil pan with water and dish soap, 
then place a light over the pan to at-
tract the bugs in a dark room. One 
study showed this homemade trap 
eliminated 14 times more stink 
bugs than store-bought traps.  
   While I fervently hope you don’t 
face these stinky invaders in your 
home, we can take some comfort in 
knowing that they are relatively 
harmless to people. (Other than the 
incredible yuck factor).  
   According to Orkin, “Stink bugs 
do not prefer to bite people. In fact, 
most species of stink bugs only feed 
on plants. They suck the juice from 
leaves, stems, and roots of plants.” 
   Here’s hoping this information 
will help in the warmer days to 
come.
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Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   2-19 - Brooke E. Kramer - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   2-23 - Michael L. Talbot - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-26 - Emily F. Fussner - Driving 
11-14 mph above limit. 
   2-26 - Hannah L. Bredeman - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-26 - Teresa Hussain - Driving 11-
14 mph above limit. 
   2-25 - Emily A. Hamilton - Driving 
11-14 mph above limit. 
   2-26 - Angelina N. Bender - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-26 - Jonathan W. Calzavara - 
Driving 21-25 mph above limit. 
   2-26 - Lacey J. Hammons - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-26 - Dalisha M. Sims - Operating 
an uninsured vehicle and driving 15-
20 mph above limit. 
   2-26 - Valerie P. Daum - Operating 
an uninsured vehicle. 
   2-24 - Darcy D. Earley - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-25 - Samuel M. Meaker - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-25 - Broady C. L. Baker - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   2-17 - Dallas C. Duckworth - Driv-
ing on a suspended license and oper-
ating an uninsured vehicle. 
   2-23 - Troy M. Hernandez - Speed-
ing 26-34 mph over limit. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   2-24 - A 17-year-old Peoria teen 
was cited for speeding 84 mph in a 
55 zone, violation for having more 
than one passenger under the gradu-
ated driver’s license restrictions, vio-
lation for operating a vehicle outside 
the permitted drive time according to 
the graduated driver’s restrictions, 
passing in a no-passing zone and 
driving on an expired registration. 
She was released with a notice to ap-
pear in court. 
   2-24 - A possible forgery and/or 
theft complaint was received from a 
Chicago resident. The incident re-
mains under investigation. 
   2-25 - Elijah P. Garner, 18, Prince-
ville, was cited for speeding 71 mph 
in a 55 zone and for driving without 
vehicle insurance. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   2-21 - Officer contacted about as-
sisting Stark County with a high-
speed pursuit that they were involved 

with. The suspect vehicle came into 
Galva and the occupants ran on foot 
in the northeast quadrant. Officers 
were unable to locate occupants, but 
recovered the vehicle. 
   2-21 - to conduct a welfare check 
on a subject just east of town. The 
subject was fine and was not staying 
at the residence. 
   2-21 - to the 1100 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a 911 open line call. Officer 
located a subject having phone prob-
lems. 
   2-21 - to the 300 block of NW 1st 
St. in reference to a cell phone that 
had been located. Officer found the 
owner and returned it. 
   2-21 - Howard Field, 76, Galva, 
was arrested in the 100 block of S. 
Center Ave. on a Henry County war-
rant for failure to appear on numer-
ous traffic charges. He was able to 
post bond and was released with a 
new court date. 
   2-21 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 300 block of NE 2nd Ave., 
Shawn Tarleton, 51, Galva, was ar-
rested on a Knox County warrant for 
failing to appear on a charge of driv-
ing under the influence. He was able 
to post bond and was released. 
   2-21 - to the 00 block of SE 2nd 
Ave. after a resident found a large 
knife in their yard. Officer removed 
the knife. 
   2-21 - to Route 17 near the Galva 
Cemetery to assist a motorist. 
   2-21 - to the 700 block of NW 1st 
Ave. for a telephone threat com-
plaint.  
   2-22 - to the 00 block of NE 4th 
Ave. for a disorderly conduct com-
plaint. 
   2-22 - to assist Henry County with 
a semi stuck in the ditch east of town 
on Route 34. 
   2-23 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St. 
for a burglary complaint. 
   2-23 - to the 200 block of NW 6th 
Ave. for a trespassing complaint. 
   2-24 - As the result of a traffic stop 
on Bonham Road near Swank Street, 

Rebecca Muckey, 33, Galva, was ar-
rested for unlawful display of regis-
tration not authorized for such 
vehicle and for having a defective 
windshield. She was released with a 
required court date. 
   2-24 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 100 block of NW 2nd Ave., 
Rachel Blalock, 41, Galva, was ar-
rested for driving while license sus-
pended. She was released with a 
required court date. 
   2-24 - to a single-vehicle rollover 
accident on Route 34 just west of 
town. 
   2-25 - Officer was flagged down in 
the 1300 block of SE 2nd St. in refer-
ence to a road rage/hit and run acci-
dent that had just occurred just east 
of town. As the result, Brandon Mag-
nussen, 49, Kewanee, was charged 
with reckless driving, failure to re-
port an accident to police authorities, 
leaving the scene of an accident, no 
insurance and reckless conduct. He 
was released with a required court 
date. 
   2-26 - to the 300 block of NW 2nd 
Ave. to check on a suspicious ve-
hicle. 
   2-26 - to the 200 block of SW 7th 
St. to assist Bureau County with an 
incident that occurred in Wyanet. 
   2-27 - to a two-vehicle accident 
with damage only, at the intersection 
of Market Street and SW 2nd St. 
   2-21 - Thomas Neufcour, 29, Brad-
ford, was issued a citation for no in-
surance in the 1000 block of N. 
Center Ave. 
   2-22 - Terry Cox, 72, Galesburg, 
was issued a citation for no insurance 
in the 00 block of SE 2nd St.. 
Property Transfers 
   2-23 - Kathleen A. Daum, Bonita 
C. Dreher and Karen L. Steward to 
Terri Sue Sipes - Original Town of 
Toulon - Pt block 4 lots 2 & 3 - 219 
N. Hnederson St., Toulon - Consider-
ation = $63,000. 
   2-24 - Patricia C. Wolford, Dec’d 
by Exec. to Tiffany R. Wall - Vg of 
Bradford - Lot 22 - 301 Arbor St., 
Bradford - Consideration = $0. 
   2-25 - Brittany K. and Cody A. 
Sherbeyn to Brittany K. Sherbeyn - 
Vg of LaFayette - Block 22 lots 5 & 
6 - 601 E. Main St., LaFayette - Con-
sideration = $0. 
   2-25 - Phyllis J. Fabry, Dec’d by 
Exec. to Ernst P. Unhold - Original 
Town of Wyoming - Pts block 8 Lots 
11 & 12 - 114 and 112 S. 7th St., Wy-
oming - Consideration = $60,000.
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GUEST VOICES

Land values face trouble in coming decade
   It’s the choices we make in the 
good times, the grandson of a Kan-
sas homesteader once told me, that 
determine our farming successes, 
not the choices we make in the bad 
times. 
   Why? Because, 
he explained, in 
the good times 
we have the 
money to make 
big mistakes and 
in the bad times 
we’re too poor to 
make anything 
but small mis-
takes. 
   I wonder what that grandson of 
the Kansas soil would say about the 
numbers released Feb. 10 by the 
Kansas City Federal Reserve. Those 
numbers showed “...the value of all 
types of farmland in the Tenth Dis-
trict”–KS, CO, NE, OK, WY, and 
parts of NM and MO–“was more 
than 20 percent higher than a year 
ago.” 
   The Great Plains wasn’t the only 
region to post big farmland gains. 
The Chicago Federal Reserve Dis-
trict (the northern ⅔ of IL and IN, 
the lower ⅔ of WI, and all of IA 
and MI) “...experienced a very 
steep annual increase of 22 percent 
in its farmland value in 2021,” 
noted the Chicago Fed in early Feb-
ruary. 
   “Adjusted for inflation,” it con-
tinued, “...(d)istrict farmland values 
still had an annual increase of 17 
percent in 2021, the largest increase 
since 2011.” Iowa land prices were 
even more meteoric; up an astonish-
ing 30 percent last year. 

   But higher land prices didn’t 
mean higher land rental rates. In 
fact, “Cash rents for all types of 
land” in the Kansas City District 
“increased by about 10 percent,”or  
only “about half of the increase of 
farmland.” Better yet, adjusted for 
inflation, Great Plains “cash rents 
for non irrigated cropland remained 
about 15 percent below the historic 
high” set in 2012. 
   Inflation is an important factor, 
note two of my favorite ag econ-
omists, Brent Gloy and David Wid-
mar of agricultural economic 
insights (aei). 
   In their Feb. 21 Weekly Insights 
post, Gloy and Widmar highlight 
Purdue University’s farmland data 
that, in 2021, showed “average 
quality (Indiana) farmland values… 
at $8,144 per acre, a 12.5 percent 
annual increase.” That topped the 
previous “nominal” high of “$7,969 
per acre in 2014.” 
   “However,” they add, “the infla-
tion-adjusted value of farmland in 
2014 is $8,966 per acre 
(2021=100). This is to say that 
while nominal values are at all-time 
highs, inflation-adjusted dollars 
show the all-time highs are still a 
ways off.” 
   What the team doesn’t say, 
though, is whether this is sweet 
news or sour. Should farmers be 
pleased that land prices appear to 
have room to rise or should they be 
pleased that today’s rocketing land 
prices might be running out of fuel? 
   Two of the biggest components of 
that fuel are record-setting farm in-
come and ag exports. Both, in fact, 
will slow dramatically in the next 

decade, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. 
   In its “Agricultural Projections to 
2031,” USDA forecasts that 2021’s 
record net farm income of $116.8 
billion will fall to $80.3 billion by 
2026 before modestly rebounding 
to $86 billion by 2031. Neither 
number, however, will support 
today’s bullish land values. 
   Ag exports will become even 
more worrisome in the coming dec-
ade. While USDA sees exports 
growing “an annual rate averaging 
0.8 percent per year from 2021 
through 2031,” the “value of U.S. 
agricultural imports is projected to 
increase by an average annual rate 
of 6 percent over that same 
period…” 
   That means that sometime this 
year, U.S. ag exports will be level 
with U.S. ag imports for the first 
time in most American farmers’ ca-
reers. After that, ag imports begin to 
overwhelm ag exports so rapidly 
that, by 2031 forecasts USDA, im-
ports will be at least $90 billion 
more than exports. 
   Can today’s land prices withstand 
a 30 percent drop in net farm in-
come and a dramatic exporter-im-
porter role reversal? 
   We’ll soon know. In the mean-
time, an echo from a wise old Kan-
san urges all to remember that it’s 
the choices we make in the good 
times that haunt us the most. 
   © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT

Draining Lake Michigan with a spoon
   Illinois is known across the land 
for political corruption. I always get 
a hearty, knowing chuckle when I 
tell Rotary Club luncheons that I 
have worked for three unindicted Il-
linois governors. (True: Ogilvie, 
Thompson, Edgar. The other four ac-
ross that era were 
all measured for 
striped suits: 
Kerner, Walker, 
Ryan, Blagoje-
vich.) 
   Recently, the 
attorney for a 
Chicago alder-
man found guilty 
of political cor-
ruption (one of 37 since 1972, and 
counting) cynically argued against 
jail time for his client. He scoffed 
that any possible deterrent effect 
would be “no more effective than 
draining Lake Michigan with a 

spoon.” Ouch. 
   This unfortunate – for Illinois –
phrase will enter the lexicon of Illi-
nois politics alongside the famous 
harrumph by a Chicago ward boss to 
a young innocent jobseeker, who 
came into his office alone and un-
sponsored: “We don’t want nobody 
nobody sent.” 
   Political corruption in Illinois has a 
hallowed tradition, you might say, 
and it is bipartisan. In 1913, after a 
long trial in the United States Sen-
ate, the solons expelled their Illinois 
Republican colleague William Lo-
rimer.  The Blonde Boss of Chicago 
and his co-conspirators had bribed 
40 Democratic state legislators with 
$2,500 each (when the new Model T 
cost $750) to join with Republicans 
to elect him to the Senate in 1909. 
The scandal spurred the direct elec-
tion of senators. 
   In the 1920s, GOP Gov. Len Small 

of Kankakee was tried twice for em-
bezzling millions from the state. He 
was acquitted at his first, criminal 
trial; two months later, eight of the 
jurors had received really good state 
jobs! In a later civil trial, Small was 
forced to pay the state $650,000 to 
repay funds embezzled when he was 
state treasurer. Small leaned on state 
patronage workers to cover the pay-
ment. 
   But since then, most of the corrup-
tion has emanated from Cook 
County and Chicago, dominated by 
the Democratic Party. 
   Four confidants of defrocked Illi-
nois House Speaker Mike Madigan 
(D-Chicago) are set to go on trial in 
Chicago in September, which will 
tee up corruption as a major issue in 
the November election.  
   One of the candidates for governor 

Jim 
NOWLAN
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has already declared that if elected 
he would eliminate corruption in our 
state. Fat chance. Corruption is 
baked into our culture.  
   That doesn’t mean we are all cor-
rupt, but that too many of us would 
indeed take advantage of govern-
ment if presented with the opportu-
nity. 
   For example, when I was teaching 
American politics at the University 
of Illinois in Urbana in the early 
2000s, I asked each class of juniors 
and seniors, many headed for law 
school, about the following: Your 
brother has been charged with a se-
rious DUI, but your brother’s lawyer 
said he could get him off – if brother 
slipped the attorney $1,000 in cash, 
beyond his fee. Would you recom-
mend to your brother that he “go for 
it,” or reject the idea? 
   In every one of five or six different 
courses, two-thirds of all the stu-
dents, in their anonymous responses, 
said: “Go for it.” In one class I was 
astounded that 14 of the 17 students 
agreed. When I asked why they 

would recommend going for it, one 
student offered a typical response, 
with others nodding: Brother is in a 
tough spot – and that’s the way it’s 
done in Illinois. My brother would 
be the fool for not taking advantage 
of the offer. 
   After a while, I gave up looking for 
an honest class. 
   It’s a slippery slope, as they say, 
from a DUI to successfully bribing a 
judge to set free a mob assassin so 
he could kill again, and again. This 
actually happened in the 1970s, 
when much of the Cook County 
Court system was controlled, or at 
least heavily influenced, by The Out-
fit. Corruption hurts Illinois.  
   In 2011, I surveyed local economic 
development officials across Illinois. 
One of my questions was about 
ethics. Does the state’s reputation for 
corruption have any impact on your 
recruiting of business from outside 
the state?      
   Three quarters of the 70 respon-
dents said perceptions of Illinois as 
corrupt had either a negative or a 
highly negative impact on their ef-

forts to recruit business to come to 
Illinois. One said: Illinois is known 
for “pay to play.” Another observed: 
In Illinois, political clout is believed 
to help. 
   No governor can transform a polit-
ical culture of corruption in his or 
her term. But the chief executive can 
use his bully pulpit to declare a very 
public war on corruption; set a high 
bar for conduct by his administra-
tion. The governor can also seek 
elimination of ludicrous, self-serving 
statutes such as the one that requires 
the “independent” legislative inspec-
tor general to first get approval of 
lawmakers before he can investigate 
a complaint against one of their fel-
low legislators. 
   Finally, we can all stop taking ad-
vantage of government, simply be-
cause “that’s the way it’s done in 
Illinois,” and exhort our children to 
follow our lead. That’s how cultures 
change. 
   Nowlan is the lead author of Illinois Pol-
itics (University of Illinois Press, 2010) 
and Fixing Illinois (U. of I. Press, 2014). 
He is a former chair of the Illinois Execu-
tive Ethics Commission.
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Continued from Page 4

By BETH HUNSDORFER  
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – A bill meant to 
stem nutrient pollution resulting from 
farm runoff has met opposition from 
a formidable foe – the Illinois Farm 
Bureau – as negotiations on a final 
package continue.  
   Nutrient loss is one of the most se-
rious pollution threats in the country, 
creating a dead zone in the Gulf of 
Mexico, poisoning local lakes and 
streams and causing serious health 
problems for people and domesti-
cated animals. 
   Illinois, a major contributor to nu-
trients in water, pledged to develop 
strategies to reduce the nutrient loads 
leaving the border.  
   The state aimed to reduce nitrates 
and nitrogen by 15 percent and phos-
phorus by 25 percent by 2025, but 
the latest Illinois Nutrient Loss Re-
duction Strategy Implementation Re-
port showed that nutrient loss 
increased by 13 percent and phos-
phorus losses increased by 35 per-
cent, compared with a baseline 

period from 1980 to 1996. 
   The bill, Senate Bill 3471, was in-
troduced in January, but was 
amended in early February, changing 
substantively from its original form 
that funded a program incentivizing 
the planting of cover crops by offer-
ing discounts on crop insurance.  
   The amended bill creates the 
Healthy Soils and Watershed Initia-
tive that would be administered by 
the Department of Agriculture in co-
operation with the state’s soil and 
water conservation districts, the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection 
Agency, and the University of Illi-
nois Extension program.  
   The Department of Agriculture 
would create guidelines to help with 
soil and water conservation districts 
to create a plan and establish funding 
levels with “measureable, cost-effec-
tive and technically achievable 
goals” to reduce nutrient loss.  
   The Initiative would then produce a 
study every two years, beginning in 
2023, outlining efforts to combat nu-
trient loss and their overall effective-

ness. It would also measure the over-
all picture of nutrient loss and 
whether the state was moving toward 
goals set out in the Nutrient Loss Re-
duction Strategy.  
   Supporters say the bill creates a 
baseline to gauge the scope of the 
problem and identify appropriate 
spending limits and strategies that 
work, and it also provides accounta-
bility to taxpayers.  
   The Illinois Farm Bureau voiced 
opposition to the bill in committee 
hearing because they say it is dupli-
cative, complicated and bureaucratic. 
   The Farm Bureau said the bill put 
various state and federal agencies, 
authorities, and programs under one 
umbrella, making it difficult to im-
plement.  
   Adding provisions to already exist-
ing laws, like the Soil and Water 
Conservation Act, would make the 
Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategies 
less confusing and eliminate bureau-
cracy, said Lauren Lurkins, Director 
of Environmental Policy for the Illi-
nois Farm Bureau.  

   SPRINGFIELD– For 54 
years, the Performance 
Tested Bull Sale has pro-
vided elite seedstock for 
cattle breeders. The 2022 
sale held Feb. 24 at the Illi-
nois State Fairgrounds 
averaged $4,372 on the 46 
lots sold.  
   The top selling bull was a 
yearling Angus consigned 
by Murphey’s Genetics 
LLP of Illiopolis. The bull, 
MG Monumental 4J sold 
for $8,500 to Lukach Cat-
tle Company of Streator. 
   Two bulls brought 
$7,000, one from Kramer 
Farms near Farina and one 
from Callan Farms of 
Stonington.

NOWLAN: Corruption is baked into our culture

Farm Bureau opposes nutrient loss bill

Performance 
tested bull sale 
averages 
$4,372 per lot
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BRIEFS
Illinois deer hunters 
harvest 147,004 deer 
   SPRINGFIELD – Hunters in Illi-
nois harvested a preliminary total of 
147,004 deer during all 2021-22 ar-
chery and firearm seasons. That total 
is almost 10 percent lower than last 
year’s overall harvest of 162,752. 
   Hunters took 56.25 percent bucks 
during 2021-22. Here’s a season-by-
season look at preliminary totals. 
   • Archery: Archery hunters shot 
67,637 deer between Oct. 1 and Jan. 
16. That’s below last year’s total of 
75,106 deer. Of the total, 51.53 per-
cent were shot with crossbows, 47.31 
percent with compound bows, 0.73 
percent with recurves and 0.43 per-
cent with longbows. 
   • Youth: Youth shot 1,829 deer dur-
ing the the Oct. 9-11 youth season, 
compared to 2,322 in 2020. 
   • Firearm Season: Hunters took 
69,990 deer Nov. 19-21 and Dec. 2-
5, compared with 77,160 deer taken 
during the 2020 firearm season. 
   • Muzzleloader: Hunters using muz-
zleloading rifles shot 3,043 deer Dec. 
10-12, compared with 3,451 in 2020. 
   • Late-Winter: Late-Winter Antler-
less-Only and Special CWD seasons 
had a combined total of 4,505 deer 
vs. 4,713 deer in 2020-21. 
College honors 
   Cade Tuthill of Wyoming made 
the Dean’s List (3.5 gpa or better) at 
North Carolina State University for 
Fall 2021, and graduated with a de-
gree in Animal Science. He plans to 
farm full-time at home.  
Meyer to perform in 
support of Honor Flight 
   KEWANEE – Heartland Connec-
tions in partnership with the Kewa-
nee Elks Lodge are excited to 
present Angela Meyer on Saturday, 
March 12. Meyer will be perform-
ing to help raise money for Honor 
Flight of the Quad Cities, a group 
dedicated to providing an opportu-
nity for area World War II, Korea 

and Vietnam veterans to visit the 
memorials in Washington D.C ded-
icated to honoring their sacrifices. 
   Top priority is given to WWII and 
Korean War Era Veterans, or any 
veterans with a terminal illness. The 
intention is to honor our local and 
regional heroes with a free trip to 
visit their memorials. Veterans 
within a 75-mile radius of the Quad 
Cities are encouraged to apply. The 
program operates on donations. 
Volunteers of all kinds plan and co-
ordinate the flight events, and spe-
cial guardians are trained to help 
escort the veterans on flight days. 
  This public event will take place at 
Kewanee Elks Lodge at 113 N. Tre-
mont St. and begin at 6 p.m. with a 
potluck dinner. Guests are asked to 
bring a dish to share. Drinks must 
be purchased on site. The concert 
will begin at 7 p.m. and run approx-
imately 90 minutes. Donations will 
be accepted for the cause, $10-20 
per person is suggested. 
Songbag presents Glory 
Days Garage Band 
   GALESBURG – The 2022 Song-
bag Concert Series opens with the 
Glory Days Garage Band March 13 
at 2 p.m. at Carl Sandburg State 
Historic Site, 313 E Third St. Ga-
lesburg. Suggested donation: $5 per 
person. 
Chillicothe hosts 
hunter safety class 
   CHILLICOTHE – Area residents 
will have an opportunity to learn 
basic principles of safe hunting at a 
Department of Natural Resources 
hunter safety education course to be 
held at the Chillicothe Sportsmen’s 
Club. 
   The 13-hour course, which is free, 
will be held over three days, meet-
ing from 6-9:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 10, and on Friday, March 11, 
and from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 12. Students must at-

tend all 13 hours of the class. 
   A 1996 Illinois law requires that 
all hunters born after Jan. 1, 1980, 
successfully must complete the 
hunter education course before they 
can receive their first adult hunting 
license. Participants completing the 
hunter education course receive a 
Hunter Education Certification, 
valid in all fifty states and Canada, 
verifying that they have passed the 
safety instruction. 
   To reserve a seat, call Lowell 
Bennett at (309) 274-5586. 

Bishop Hill Chautauqua 
online March 7-9 
   BISHOP HILL – The Bishop Hill 
Heritage Association, in partnership 
with History In Person, will hold a 
virtual Chautauqua March 7-9.  
   Meet Poet Carl Sandburg, the 
Swedish Nightingale Jenny Lind, 
folklorist Peter Christian Asbjorn-
sen, author of the Pippi Longstock-
ing books, Astrid Lindgren, labor 
rights activist Joe Hill and Bishop 
Hill Founder Jonas Olson.  
   The free, live-streaming program 
starts March 7 at 6 p.m. with a live 
Q&A after each performance. The 
online performances continue start-
ing at 6 p.m. on March 8-9, also. 
   Register at 
www.facebook.com/historyinperson 
and subscribe to History in Person 
YouTube Channel at www.face-
book.com/historyinperson. Sub-
scribing is key to get notifications 
and to more easily log-in on the 
evening of the program. Only folks 
who register in advance will also 
have access to watch any of the six 
videos for one week after the live 
event.  
   Check out the event page at 
/fb.me/e/1rdJVCL0g for more de-
tails. Or call (309) 927-3899, visit 
www.bishophillheritage.org or 
email bhha@mymctc.net. 
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ADVERTISE! CALL (309) 286-2185

The Jr. High held its annual 3-on-3 tournament with the following teams being the top 
three: First place (top): The Jr. High Teachers/Staff: Mr. Switzer, Mrs. Padilla, Mrs. Nan-
ninga and Mr. Sepich. Second place (middle): Haylie Moodie, Justin Warner, Sean Ken-
dall, Mason Thieben and Aaliyah Heathcoat. Third Place (bottom): Evan Knobloch, 
Riggens Shafer, Carter Peterson, Isaac Cresto and Jake Primo 

The Bradford Junior High 
Speech team competed at 
the conference meet and all 
earned 1st place ratings. 
Pictured at left (left to right) 
are Shelby Bruecks, Ella 
Graham, Haylie Moodie, 
Rose Krider, Jake Primo, 
Joann Dozard, Zach Harris, 
Sean Kendall and Carter Pe-
terson.

The American Heart Association fund-
raiser was a huge success. Goals were 
set by the students in both buildings and 
rewards for if these goals were met. 
Above, staff members were asked to 
dress as characters from books, movies, 
etc., and even sprayed with Silly 
String.The Grade School met all their 
goals and were treated to donuts and 
other snacks. The total amount raised 
has not been finalized, but it will be over 
$3,600.

LIVELY FEBRUARY FOR BRADFORD CUSD #1

February was a busy and eventful month for Bradford CUSD #1. The girls basketball team earned 4th place in the conference tourna-
ment and was treated to an escort back to town from the fire department and the once in a lifetime date of 2-22-22 was celebrated 
with t-shirts, a countdown to 2:22 p.m. and treats for all.



• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of AMY ANN HOLMAN, 
deceased 

No. 2022-P-21 
   Notice is given of the death of 
Amy Ann Holman. Letters of 
Independent Administrator were 
issued on February 18. 2022 to 
Emily Holman, of 218 E. Jefferson 
Street, Toulon, IL 61483, as 
Independent Administrator, whose 
attorney is Michael E. Massie, of 
Massie & Quick, 115 NW 3rd 
Avenue, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or with 
the representative, or both, within 
six months from the date of first 
publication, the Bar Date, and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
          Massie & Quick, LLC 
          Attorneys for the Estate 
          115 Northwest Third Avenue 
          Galva, IL 61434 
          Telephone (309) 932-2168 
Published 3/4, 3/11, 3/18/22 

• • •     
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 

TOWNSHIP BUDGET 
   Notice is hereby given that a 
tentative budget and appropriation 
ordinance for the Town of Elmira in 
the County of Stark State of 
Illinois, for the fiscal year 
beginning March 1, 2022, and 
ending February 28, 2023, will be 
on file and conveniently available 
to public inspection at the Town 
Clerk’s home from and after 6:00 
p.m., 10th day, March, 2022. 

   Notice is further hereby given 
that a public hearing on said 
budget and appropriation 
ordinance will be held at 7:00 p.m., 
14th day, April, 2022, at the 
Township Building in said Town 
and that final action on this 
ordinance will be taken by the 
Board of Town Trustees at the 
meeting to be held at 7:00 p.m.,on 
the 14th day of April, 2022.  
   Dated this 28th day of February, 
2022. 

Jana Clancy, 
Supervisor 

Cliff Lane, Clerk 
Published 3/4/22 

• • •     
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 

ROAD DISTRICT BUDGET 
   Notice is hereby given that a 
tentative budget and appropriation 
ordinance for road purposes of the 
Elmira Township in the County of 
Stark, State of Illinois, for the fiscal 
year beginning March 1, 2022, and 
ending February 28, 2023, will be 
on file and conveniently available 
to public inspection at the Town 
Clerk’s home from and after 6 
o’clock p.m., 10th day, March 
2022. 
   Notice is further hereby given that 
a public hearing on said budget and 
appropriation ordinance will be held 
at 7:00 p.m.,14th day April, 2022, at 
the Township Building in this Elmira 
Township and that final action on 
this ordinance will be taken at a 
meeting to be held at the Township 
Building at 7 o’clock p.m., 14th day, 
April 2022.  
     Dated this 1st day of March, 
2022. 

Cliff Lane, Clerk 
Published 3/4/22 

• • •     
MEETING NOTICE 

   Elmira Township board meets on 
the second Thursday of every month 

at 7:00 p.m. in the township road 
maintenance building located in 
Osceola, Illinois, to approve 
payment of township expenses and 
consider any other township 
business. 

Jana Clancy, Supervisor 
Cliff Lane, Town Clerk 

• • •     
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

   Notice is hereby given to the legal 
residents of the Town of Elmira in 
the County of Stark and State of 
Illinois, that the Annual Meeting of 
said Town will take place on 
Tuesday, April 12, 2022 being the 
second Tuesday of said month. The 
Town meeting for the transaction of 
miscellaneous business of said 
Town will be held at the hour of 7:00 
p.m. on said day at Elmira Township 
Road Maintenance Building in 
Osceola and a moderator having 
been elected, will proceed to hear 
and consider reports of officers and 
decide on such measures as may, in 
pursuance of law, come before the 
meeting. 
   Dated this 1st day of March 2022. 

Cliff Lane, Town Clerk 
Published 3/4/22 

• • •     
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS ON 

ROAD DISTRICT BUDGET AND 
TOWNSHIP BUDGET 

   Notice is hereby given that 
Tentative Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance meetings for Road 
Purposes of Valley Township, in 
the County of Stark, State of 
Illinois, and also for Town of Valley 
in said county, for the fiscal year 
beginning April 1, 2022, and 
ending March 31, 2023, will both 
be on file and conveniently 
available to public inspection at 
Valley Town Hall, 15003 Township 
Road 300N, Wyoming, IL 61491, 
after March 10, 2022, by 
appointment only. 

   Notice is further given that public 
hearings on said Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinances will be 
held at 6:15PM and 6:30PM 
respectively, Tuesday, April 12, 
2022 at the Valley Township Town 
Hall, Wyoming, Illinois and that 
action on these ordinances will 
take place immediately following. 
   The 7:00PM regularly scheduled 
April 14th, 2022 monthly meeting 
of Valley Township Board of 
Trustees to discuss regular 
business will be rescheduled to 
take place April 12, 2022 
immediately following the budget 
hearings. 
   Dated: March 1, 2022 

Jodi Dienst 
Valley Township Clerk 
309-230-8953 

Published 3/4/22 
• • •     

PUBLIC NOTICE 
   The regular scheduled meetings 
of Valley Township Board of 
Trustees to conduct regular 
business of the township, to 
inspect and pay bills, and any such 
matters that shall come before the 
board for the fiscal year 2022-
2023, will be held on the second 
Thursday of each month. Meetings 
will be held at the Valley Township 
Town Hall, Wyoming, Illinois 
beginning at 7:00PM. 
   Dated March 1, 2022 

Jodi Dienst 
Valley Township Clerk 

Published 3/4/22 
• • •     

PUBLIC NOTICE 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

   Notice is hereby given to the 
legal voters, residents of the Town 
of Valley in the County of Stark and 
State of Illinois, that the Annual 
Town Meeting of said Town will 
take place on Tuesday April 12, 
2022, at the Valley Township Town 

Hall, Wyoming, Illinois at the hour 
of 6:00 o'clock PM for the 
transaction of miscellaneous 
business of Valley Township; and 
after a Moderator having been 
elected, will proceed to hear and 
consider reports of officers, and 
decide on such measures as may, 
in pursuance of law come before 
the meeting. 
   Dated: March 1, 2022 

Jodi Dienst 
Valley Township Clerk 

Published 3/4/22 
• • •     

MANLEY, DEAS, KOCHALSKI LLC 
One East Wacker – Suite 1250 

Chicago, IL 60601 
   IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STARK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, NATIONSTAR 
MORTGAGE LLC D/B/A MR. 
COOPER., Plaintiff, v. KYLE GOODIN, 
AKA KYLE W. GOODIN; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defendants, Case No. 
2022FC1 
   The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, notice 
is hereby given you, Kyle Goodin, 
AKA Kyle W. Goodin, Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants, 
that the said suit has been 
commenced in the Circuit Court of 
the Tenth Judicial Circuit, Stark 
County, Illinois by the said plaintiff 
against you and other defendants, 
praying for the foreclosure of a 
certain Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as follows, to-
wit: 
   Lots Seven (7) and Eight (8) in 
Block Twenty-two (22) in the Village 
of LaFayette, Stark County, Illinois. 
607 East Main Street, Lafayette, IL 
61449 
03-18-422-002 
   Now, therefore, unless you, Kyle 
Goodin, AKA Kyle W. Goodin, 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants, and the said above 
named defendants, file your answer 

to the complaint in said suit or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the office of the Clerk of 
the Tenth Judicial Circuit, Stark 
County, Illinois, on or before April 
15, 2022, default may be entered 
against you at any time after that day 
and a Judgment entered in 
accordance with the prayer of said 
Complaint. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-
filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/get
help.asp or contact the Clerk of this 
Court. 
Andrew K. Weiss (6284233) 
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
One East Wacker, Suite 1250, 
Chicago, IL 60601 
Phone: 312-651-6700; Fax:  614-
220-5613   
Email: akweiss@manleydeas.com  
One of Plaintiff's Attorneys 
Published 2/18, 2/25, 3/4/22 

• • •     
ASSUMED NAME  

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
   Public Notice is hereby given 
than on February 9, 2022, a 
certificate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of Stark County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post-office addresses of all 
persons owning, conducting and 
transacting the business known as 
TAY’S BROW BAR, located at 107 
N. 7th Street,, Wyoming, IL 61491. 
   Dated February 8, 2022. 

/S/ Heather L. Hollis 
       County Clerk 

Published 2/18, 2/25, 3/4/22 
• • •    
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 LEGAL ADS 



By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 
Department of Public 
Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike will resign on March 
14 after three years leading 
the agency and two years 
navigating a deadly pan-
demic.  
   Ezike, who was ap-
pointed IDPH director in 
2019, became a widely 
recognized public figure in 
the state as the COVID-19 
pandemic upended daily 
life across the globe. 
   Pritzker said the depart-
ment will be led in the in-
terim by Dr. Amaal Tokars, 
an IDPH top deputy who 
has at times appeared next 
to the governor at his news 
conferences as well. 
   Ezike, a mother of four, 
thanked her family for 
“tolerating the absences” 

over the past two years. 
   Ezike said declining 
COVID-19 transmission 
rates and hospitalizations, 
as well as increasing vac-
cination rates, are leading 
to a lull in the pandemic 
that enabled her step 
down.  

   “There is something par-
ticularly heroic about the 
service of an extraordinary 
individual who did not 
seek greatness, but found it 
anyway,” Gov. JB Pritzker 
said, proclaiming March 1 
“Dr. Ngozi Ezike Day” in 
Illinois.  

By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Facial coverings 
are now optional in most public 
places in Illinois, including schools, 
after Gov. JB Pritzker issued new 
guidance Monday to comply with 
new U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention guidelines. 
   Under a new executive order issued 
by Pritzker on Monday, masks are no 
longer required in most indoor public 
places, including K-12 schools and 
day cares. But schools and private 
businesses can continue to require 
masks at their own discretion. 
   Face masks are still required in 
health care settings and on public 
transportation such as buses, trains 
and airplanes, as well as transporta-
tion hubs like airports and bus sta-
tions. 
   Those developments came after the 
Illinois Supreme Court on Friday de-
clined to hear the state’s appeal of a 
temporary restraining order issued 
Feb. 4 by a Sangamon County judge, 
calling the issue “moot.” 
   In its ruling late Friday, the court, in 
a 5-2 vote, echoed a 4th District 
Court of Appeals decision from a 
week earlier that said the issue of the 
TRO was moot because the emer-
gency rules that the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health had issued in 
September had expired and the legis-
lative Joint Committee on Adminis-

trative Rules voted Feb. 15 not to 
renew them. 
   Because the issue of the TRO was 
moot, the state’s high court said Fri-
day, the order itself was vacated and 
the case was remanded back to San-
gamon County to be heard in its en-
tirety. 
   Justices Michael J. Burke and 
David K. Overstreet dissented in the 
decision. The court said a written dis-
senting opinion would be forthcom-
ing. 
   “We are pleased the court acted 
quickly to vacate the TRO, as the 
state requested,” Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul’s office said in a state-
ment. “However, as the case is re-
turned to the circuit court, we will 
continue to defend the governor’s ex-
ecutive orders to protect all Illinois 
residents and mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19.” 
   The Supreme Court’s ruling, ho-
wever, was one that left both sides in 
the dispute claiming victory. 
   “I’m gratified that the Supreme 
Court vacated the lower court’s re-
straining order, meaning that if a 
school mask mandate needs to go 
into effect in the future, we continue 
to have that authority,” Pritzker said 
in a statement. 
   But Republican lawmakers who 
have questioned Pritzker’s use of ex-
ecutive orders and criticized the 
Democratic majority in the General 

Assembly for not exercising over-
sight, said the ruling will serve as a 
check on the governor’s powers. 
   “The Illinois Supreme Court found 
the governor’s mask mandate moot 
and not enforceable thanks to a bipar-
tisan group of legislators who de-
cided to strike it down earlier this 
month,” Senate GOP Leader Dan 
McConchie, of Hawthorn Woods, 
said in a statement. 
   “Pritzker will now have to go back 
to those same legislators if he wishes 
to issue a similar order, where he is 
likely to meet the same fate,” he 
added. “The governor should accept 
defeat and allow us to begin to gov-
ern the way we ought to be – through 
collaboration of the legislature and 
local stakeholders.” 
   Pritzker had previously announced 
that the general statewide mask man-
date would expire Monday if the 
state’s hospitalization usage and other 
metrics continued on a downward 
trend. He had previously planned to 
leave school mask mandates in place. 
   Since he made the announcement at 
the beginning of the month, the gov-
ernor’s office said in a statement Fri-
day, the number of people in the 
hospital with COVID-19 has been cut 
in half and the number of intensive 
care beds available increased by 24 
percent, while the state’s weekly 
COVID-19 case rate also decreased 
by 70 percent. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS Call (309) 286-2185
  HELP WANTED 

• FARM HELP WANTED: Individ-
ual with ability to operate planter 
and combine, as well as mainte-
nance and repair work. Full or 
part-time considered. Phone (309) 
249-3361.  

FOR SALE 

• GRASS HAY: No rain, on 
wagons, $4 bale, (309) 635-4575. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, 
diesel, have $12,000 in it, lots of 
new parts, need to sell quick, 
$5,000. (309) 657-7155. 
• IRRIGATION PIPE: 3” irrigation 
pipe with 3’ tall nozzle head and 
fittings, (309) 635-4575. 
• CATTLE EQUIPMENT: Catching 
chutes, gates, hay-silage wagon, 
hay feeder ring, multiple of all 
items, call (309) 362-2119 or 
(309) 224-1733 and leave mes-
sage.     

• Golden Retriever puppies: born 
12/24/21, AKC registered Dam & 
Sire. Available 2/19/22. $1300. 
View AKC Marketplace 302100, 
near Wyoming IL 61491. Call/ 
text Stephen (309)    635-2950. 

FOR RENT 

• TOULON, 105 E. Main, one bed-
room upstairs apartment for rent.  
$525 per month, includes water. 
(309) 678-1831 call or text. 
• ONE BEDROOM, one bath apart-
ment for rent in Galva. Sewer, 
water and trash included, off 
street parking available, $550 per 
month. Call (815) 690-2407.  

  SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call 
me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette. 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos & 
farm equipment. Total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531.

Masks now optional in most public places
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 

(309) 286-4901, Leave Message. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 

watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  
 

Galva Congregational Church  
Pastor Josh Ryner 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz  

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
 Hill Church 

Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 

Sundays 10 a.m. (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 
HillChurchFamily.org 

Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 
 St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Linda Strader  

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org  

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES
William A. Brewer 

   HOPEWELL – William A. Brewer, 
74, of Hopewell, Ill., died on Feb. 28, 
2022, at OSF Saint Francis Medical 
Center in Peoria. Born in Streator, 
Ill., on Nov. 10, 1947, to the late Earl 
and Lorraine (Uftring) Brewer, he 
married Ruth Ann 
Boettger on March 
20, 1976, in We-
nona, Ill. Ruth Ann 
died on Sept. 16, 
2012. 
   Bill spent his ca-
reer as a member 
of UAW Local 974 
at Caterpillar as a 
line assembler at 
Mossville building BB for caterpillar 
for over 30 years. He then started 
Bill’s Mowing, mowing yards for 
over 20 years. He was very proud 
that in his retirement years he would 
collect aluminum cans from many 
people and businesses, smash them 
and donate them to the St. Jude 
Runners. 
   Bill is survived by his children Wil-
liam (Christy) Brewer of Chatham, 
Kimberly (Joe) Kinsella of Wyo-
ming; siblings Dwayne Brewer of 
Varna, Corrine (Jim) Kinsolving of 
Rutland and Wanda Cook of Bloom-
ington; sister-in-law Mary Lou 
Boettger of Peoria; grandchildren 
Brayden, Brevin and Chet.  
   He was also preceded in death by 
sister Diane Brewer, an infant sister 
and brothers-in-law Bob and Tom 
Boettger. 
   Funeral services for Bill will be 
held on Saturday, March 5, at 10 a.m. 
at Lenz Memorial Home in Lacon 
with Peter Glock officiating. Visita-

tion will be from 5-7 p.m. on Friday, 
March, 4 at Lenz Memorial. Burial 
will be in the Henry Cemetery and 
memorials can be made to the St. 
Jude Runners.  
   Online condolences can be left at 
lenzmemorialhome.com. 

R. Dean Gale 
   GALVA – R. Dean Gale, 97, of 
Galva, died at 8:00 p.m., Monday, 
Feb. 28, 2022, at OSF Saint Luke 
Medical Center in Kewanee. 
  Funeral services will be held at 11 
a.m., Friday, 
March 4, at Rux 
Funeral Home in 
Galva, with Rev. 
Martin Gutzmer 
officiating. Visita-
tion will be held 
one hour prior to 
the services at the 
funeral home. Bu-
rial will follow at 
Galva Cemetery.  
   Memorials may be directed to the 
First United Methodist Church in 
Galva or to a charity of the donor’s 
choice. 
   Gale was born Jan. 6, 1925, in 
Galva, the son of Thomas and Rose 
(White) Gale. He married Helen 
Irene Sandquist on Oct. 30, 1943, in 
Peoria and she preceded him in death 
on April 4, 2012.  
   Survivors include his daughter, 
Shirley Crisco of Galva; his son, 
Robert (Rebecca) Gale of Galva; 
grandchildren, Bradley (Jill) Crisco, 
Julie (Dudley) Ricketts, Kyle (She-
liah) Gale, Kevin (Bryann) Gale and 
Kraig (Dawn) Gale; 17 great-grand-
children; and 5 great-great grandchil-

dren.  
   He was also preceded in death by 
his parents, two brothers, two sisters 
and his son-in-law, Willie Crisco. 
   Dean was a documented descen-
dant of William Bradford, a pas-
senger on the Mayflower and early 
governor of the Plymouth Colony. 
Dean graduated from LaFayette High 
School in 1942 and farmed for many 
years. He was a member of the First 
United Methodist Church in Galva, 
the Galva Manx Society, Galva Ma-
sonic Lodge, the Henry County Farm 
Bureau and the American Angus As-
sociation. He was a former member 
of the barbershop quartet, SBSQSA, 
and also sang at church and for many 
funerals. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

Melvin Thompson 
   GALVA – Melvin “Tommy” 
Thompson, 84, a resident of Mari-
gold Rehabilitation and Health Care 
Center in Galesburg, formerly of 
Galva, died Feb. 25 at the center. 
   Graveside services were March 1 at 
Altona Cemetery in Altona. Rux Fu-
neral Home in Galva is in charge of 
arrangements. 
   He was born July 8, 1937, in Vic-
toria, the son of James and Mary 
(Deckle) Thompson. Survivors in-
clude several nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his par-
ents and several brothers and sisters. 
   Tommy worked in maintenance at 
Dixline Corporation in Galva and for 
the Galva street department.  
   Condolences can be left online at 
ruxfuneralhome.com.

Gale

Brewer



   To honor its commitment 
to improving the commu-
nities in which they live 
and serve, Better Banks 
has announced a new 
contest – Better Your Com-
munity.   
   “The goal of the contest 
is to put a spotlight on 
those individuals who go 
above and beyond to better 
our communities,” said 
Better Banks President, 
Mike Stratton. “As a com-
munity bank, we are 
deeply committed to our 
local communities not just 

professionally, but also 
personally. We want to 
honor our neighbors who 
are doing more, and those 
that give of themselves to 
help others.” 
   Better Banks has 
branches in Wyoming, 
Peoria, Dunlap, Morton, 
Bartonville, Chillicothe 
and Astoria. 
   Members of our commu-
nities are encouraged to 
nominate a deserving per-
son in their community 
and provide details why 
these individuals deserve 

this honor. The contest 
started March 1 and will 
have a new winner se-
lected each month. 
Winners will receive a 

check for $250 from Better 
Banks for the local charity 
of their choosing.  
   To review the complete 
rules, go to www.better-
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Stark County hoops has hope for future

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   Steps forward. That’s what Dustin 
Browning saw from this year’s 
Stark County boys basketball team. 
   While the Rebels (17-16) did not 
win a regional title, they did win a 
regional game for the first time 
since 2011 and improved on several 
areas that Browning said should pay 
dividends in seasons to come. 
   “I’m really proud of our guys this 
season. Took a big step forward in 
terms of culture, in that our seniors 
leave with the program better than 
when they came,” Browning said. 
“That is something they can be 
really proud of when they look back 
on this season.” 
   Stark County finished the year with 
a 57-34 loss to Monmouth United on 
Feb. 23 in the semifinals of the We-
thersfield Regional. 
   The Rebels fell behind 35-19 by 
halftime and could not make up 
ground in the final two quarters. 
Luke Rewerts led Stark County with 
18 points, while Daniel Kieser scored 
8, Ethan Unhold scored 3 and Joey 
Harmon, James Groter and Arvid 
Steudte each had 2 points. 
   “Had trouble containing [Cormaic] 
Flynn on the boards and they pushed 
the ball well with some transition 
baskets,” Browning said. 
   Abel Wilson had 20 points against 

Stark County and Flynn added 16. 
   United (25-6) went on to beat 
Ridgewood, 44-42, for the Wethers-
field Class 1A regional championship 
and was to play Augusta Southeast-
ern (28-4) Wednesday in the semifi-
nal of the Abingdon-Avon Sectional. 
Flynn had 24 points in the regional 
final. 
   After breaking the .500 mark, 
Browning said he looks ahead with 
optimism. 
   “In terms of the future, we hope 
that the underclassmen continue right 
where we left off and contend for 
both conference and a regional next 
year,” Browning said. “I’m proud of 
the steps we took and excited for the 
future.” 
   More reason for optimism is that 
the Stark County frosh-soph team 
finished the year 20-7, winning the 

consolation championship at the We-
thersfield Tournament and placing 
second in the Lincoln Trail Confer-
ence. 
   LTC winner – United was the lone 
member of the Lincoln Trail Con-
ference to win a boys basketball re-
gional. 
   Knoxville lost to Farmington, 54-
44, on its home floor last Friday, 
two days after the Farmers went to 
overtime to beat Mercer County, 
54-47. And Abingdon-Avon lost to 
Peoria Christian in the Brimfield 
Regional, 52-40. 
   3-point aces – Two area players 
advanced from Wethersfield to the 
sectional round of the Three-Point 
Showdown. Galva sophomore Brax-
ton Rylander made nine treys and 
Stark County junior Jack Colgan 
knocked home eight to advance. 
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The Stark County boys frosh-soph team won the consolation championship at last 
week’s Wethersfield frosh-soph tournament. The Rebels finished the season 20-7 and 
took second in the Lincoln Trail Conference.
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