
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The Stark County 
Board spent much of its one-
hour-and-21-minute meeting on 
April 13 listening to requests to 
use American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds for computer soft-
ware upgrades. 
   County clerk and recorder 
Heather Hollis and County 
Treasurer Paula Leezer jointly 
presented a request in their sec-

ond appearance for a new county 
website. They requested that the 
board approve a $12,450 expen-
diture of ARPA funds to hire the 
Cybernautic Web Design com-
pany to replace the current 
county website. 
   They said there would be a 
monthly recurring cost of $200 
for maintenance of the newly de-
signed county website.  
   “Some of the highlights with 
the new website is number one, 

it’ll be more secure,” Hollis said. 
    Leezer added, “We have no 
backups for the current website 
and the firewall is not active.” 
   Cybernautic estimates, accord-
ing to Hollis, a three- to four-
month period of development 
before the website is “up and 
running.” The website is to be 
backed up on the cloud, which 
would allow the county website 
to be protected against malware 
software and other types of at-

tacks. 
   The website will have a page 
for each county department, and 
those departments are respon-
sible for their individual page. 
   “We want this [website] to be 
more of a community awareness 
site where we [the county em-
ployees] can let the community 
know about public notifications 
[such as water boil orders],” 
Leezer said. 
   The board approved the 

$12,450 expenditure. 
   Next, County Highway Engi-
neer Judd Giffin presented a re-
port concerning the geographic 
information system (GIS) and 
Cloudpoint, which currently do 
not share data between the two 
software entities. The cost of 
tying the two software programs 
together equals $24,765. 
   In addition, sharing of data be-
tween Stark and Henry Counties 
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NEW SCHOOL 70 PERCENT COMPLETE

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – An April 16 
Open House at the new Stark 
County School was a major 
topic of discussion at the school 
board’s meeting on Monday. 
   The school district held an 
open house that comprised a 
tour of the current and new high 
schools. Approximately 75 
people attended the three-hour 

tour. School Superintendent 
Brett Elliott conducted the tours 
and said that the construction of 
the new school is 70 percent 
complete. 
   In a related note, the school 
district has scheduled Saturday, 
May 28, as the date an auction 
of current high school items 
would be available to bid upon. 
This will be a “live-auction” at 
the high school site. At this 

juncture, it is not certain what 
items will be available for sale, 
but most likely bricks from the 

Above is a view of the new Stark County school construction from where the parking lot and old tennis courts once 
stood. Pictured below right is one of two new elevators being installed in the south part of new school building. Photos 
by John A. Ballentine.

Continued on Page 2

By ANGIE STANGE 
For The Prairie News 

   BRADFORD – The Bradford 
American Legion Post #445 
reached its 90th year of charter 
in March of 2022. To celebrate, 
the Legion will hold a public 
open house Sunday, April 
24, from 1-3 p.m. at the post 
building west of Bradford on 
Route 93.  
   Light refreshments and a 
cash bar will be available. A 
past/present commander pic-
ture will be taken at 2 p.m. fol-
lowed by a group member 
picture. 
   Today the Post has less than 
80 members with about 15 who 
are active in Legion events. 
Member benefits include: 
family and community support, 
honor and remembrance, finan-
cial services, career assistance, 
and homeless veteran outreach 
and assistance. 
   The Post hosts various fund-
raisers to pay for monthly util-
ities, maintenance upkeep and 
local donations. 
   Locally, the Post has spon-

sored dozens of boys for Pre-
mier Boy’s State of Illinois, 
made donations to local FFA, 
Boys Scouts, Cub Scouts and 
Girls Scouts, After-Prom 
events, tractor pulls, rodeo, and 
4-H. They have also given as-
sistance to past Rescue Squad, 
Bradford Food Pantry, Brad-
ford Betterment Committee, 
Stark County Ministerial Asso-
ciation, the Stark County Ath-
letic Boosters, Freedom House, 
Freedom Paws Service Dogs 
for Vets and St Jude Children’s 
Hospital. 
   The Legion played a key role 
in the creation of and continued 
support to Bradford Commu-
nity Scholarship Fund provid-
ing a $1,000 scholarship each 
year since 1990, totaling ap-
proximately $30,000. They 
have annually given awards, 
through a selection commit-
tee, to local graduating seniors 
residing in Bradford School 
District. 
   Post #445 hosts Memorial 
Day services in park and ceme-

Legion open house 
Bradford Legion post celebrates 90 years

75 tour new school 
Construction work is 70 percent finished
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would be possible. Also, an 
add-on called WAZE 
would be an additional 
$1,560 that could be used 
to inform the public of 
road closures and detour 
information. The board ap-
proved the two expendi-
tures totaling $26,325. 
   County Treasurer Paula 
Leezer said a check for 
$5,000 for the Castleton 
Water was issued and was 
picked up for the engineer-
ing fees. The Castleton 
water entity now exists. 
   The board also approved 
fire protection district ap-
pointments: Jason Cresto, 
Bradford; Joe Winans, La-
Fayette; Gary Steward, 
Toulon; and Ross Elsasser, 
Wyoming. Health board 
appointments approved 
were Cheryl Daum and 
Stacy Unhold.

1923 school building will be in the 
auction, dependent upon the demo-
lition schedule. 
   Action effecting students and their 
families included increasing by 10 
cents per meal the lunch and break-
fast fees charged for the fiscal year 
of 2023. Also, the board opted not 
to offer a Summer Meal Program 
this year. 
   Four students, two seniors and 
two eighth graders were nominated 
this past April 8 by teachers to re-
ceive the Illinois Principals’ Associ-
ation (IPA) leadership award. Blake 
Orwig and Ashley Orrick are the 
seniors and Owen Mercer and Hai-
ley Allen, the eighth graders. Their 
nominations were based on numer-
ous categories (academics, behav-
ior, attendance and character were 
among the areas considered). 
   The school district received over 
1,700 votes so far for the Rebel 
Mascot Redesign Contest. More 
than 30 selections were voted on 
and the top three to five designs 
will be moving on for voting until 
the final design is selected. 
   Year-end events are: Prom, May 
7; Senior Honors Day, May 10; 
Seniors’ last day, May 12; gradu-
ation Sunday, May 15, at 1 p.m.; 
Eighth Grade promotion, Wednes-

day, May 18 at 6 p.m.; and students’ 
last day of school is May 24. 
   Summer student workers ap-
proved were: Blake Orwig, Jona-
thon Winans, Jacob Best, Paige 
Rewerts, Daniel Kieser, Jordan 
McCauley, Kylle Frisby, Mackenzie 
Tilch, Hayley Gillam, Andrew 
Hurst, Jack Colgan, Sawyer New-
ton, and Tristan Gerber. 
   Summer technology support 
worker is Jackie Carroll. An-
nounced was Ana Joos’ resignation 
effective April 15, and Mandy Gir-
kin was approved as 1st Assistant 
Cook at the Junior/Senior High. Fi-
nally, Toni Nowlan was approved as 
Director of Transportation for the 
next school year, effective July 1, 
2022.
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STARK: Board 
makes fire 
appointments

LEGION: Local venue
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SCHOOL: New mascot nears final selection

tery, the Flag burning cere-
mony, co-sponsor of Labor 
Day celebration with Color 
Guard in parade and re-
freshments/lunch for par-
ticipants served after the 
parade, placement of flags 
on veteran graves, man-
power for Lions Club pan-
cake breakfast, and 
medical equipment to 
those in need. 
   The Legion building 
serves as a venue for local 
benefits, wedding recep-
tions, birthdays, graduation 
receptions, funeral dinners, 
retirement celebrations, 
auctions, and meetings. 
   Freedom Paws Dog 

Service will be at the event 
with their dogs to explain 
how they help disabled 
veterans. 
   Colby Stotler of Boy 
Scout Troop #1851 will be 
seeking to improve the 
building and grounds area 
as part of his Eagle Scout 
project. His project will be 
on display during the Open 
House along with histori-
cal information of Brad-
ford Post members and 
events. 
 

Continued from Page 1

Stark County recipients of the Illinois Principals’ Association Blackhawk leadership 
awards are (left to right) Blake Orwig and Ashley Orrick, seniors representing the high 
school; and Hailey Allen and Owen Mercer, 8th graders representing the Junior High.

Lucy and Sky are recipients of the Illinois 
Principals Association Blackhawk Region 
Student Leadership awards for Stark 
County Elementary School.



Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   4-13 - Benjamin J. Cooper - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   4-16 - Rachel M. Anderson - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   4-16 - Bertha Torres-Paredes - 
Driving 15-20 mph above limit. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   4-6 - A two-vehicle private prop-
erty accident occurred in the parking 
lot at the Stark County High School, 
in Toulon. Vehicle owners involved 
were Christian A. Brady, 18, and 
Marque M. Johnston, 44, both of 
Wyoming. No tickets were issued. 
   4-13 - Clayton L. Jones, 35, Ham-
mond, Ind., was arrested for driving 
while his license was suspended, and 
cited for speeding 65 mph in a 55 
zone. He posted $250 cash bond and 
was released with a court date to ap-
pear. 
   4-17 - Matthew M. Neirynck, 45, 
Kewanee, was arrested for driving an 
uninsured vehicle, and cited for 
speeding 99 mph in a 55 zone. He 
posted $250 cash bond and was re-
leased with a court date to appear.. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   4-11 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 1000 block of N. Center Ave., 
Abraham Duarte-Garcia, 24, Kewa-
nee, was arrested for operating a ve-
hicle with suspended registration and 
operating an uninsured vehicle. He 
was released with a required court 
date. 
   4-12 - to the 600 block of S. Center 
Ave. for a motorist assist. 
   4-13 - to the 400 block of SE 7th 
Ave. to speak with a resident about a 
noise complaint. 
   4-14 - two times to an activated 
panic alarm in the 1000 block of SE 

2nd St. It was determined to be 
weather related. 
   4-14 - to a welfare check on SW 
3rd Ave. due to the power being out 
and a subject needing oxygen. 
   4-14 - to the 700 block of NW 5th 
Ave. for a tree limb that fell onto 
some utility wires. They were deter-
mined to be phone wires. Frontier 
was contacted. 
   4-14 - to a vehicle out of fuel near 
the railroad tracks on Exchange 
Street. Officer got the driver some 
fuel and got him on his way.  
   4-15 - to a barking dog complaint 
in the 300 block of SE 1st St. 
   4-16 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 00 block of SW 2nd St., Hans 
Vanryke, 47, East Moline, was ar-
rested for possession of meth 5-15 
grams, possession of meth with in-
tent to deliver, meth delivery (Class 
X felony), resisting a police officer, 
and failure to use turn signals at least 
100 feet from intersections. A pas-
senger, Bryce Cross, 34, Davenport, 
Iowa, was arrested for possession of 
meth under 5 grams and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. They were 
taken to the Hen  ry County Jail. 
   4-16 - to a residence on SE 3rd St. 
to remove an unwanted subject. 
   4-16 - after being notified that a 
train had stopped and was blocking 
all Galva crossings. BNSF was con-
tacted and the train eventually moved 
on. 

   4-16 - to a residence on NW 5th St. 
to remove an unwanted subject. 
   4-17 - As the result of a traffic stop 
on Bonham Road near Swank Trace, 
Alex Bennett, 23, Galva, was ar-
rested for operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration and operating 
an uninsured vehicle. He was re-
leased with a required court date. 
   4-11 - Alexxis Meier, 26, Galva, 
was issued a citation for operating an 
uninsured vehicle, in the 500 block 
of NE 5th St. 
   4-14 - Thomas Leezer, 64, Toulon, 
was issued a citation for operating a 
vehicle displaying expired Illinois 
registration in the 1200 block of SE 
7th St. 
   4-15 - Adolfo Suarez, 21, Gales-
burg, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1200 block of SE 2nd St. 
   4-16 - Coleton Kelly, 28, Galva, 
was issued a citation for having ex-
pired registration in the 500 block of 
SW 1st Ave. 

Property Transfers 
   4-11 - Brooke Barto to John Barto - 
Vg of Lombardville - Block 6 Lots 6,7, 
& 8 - 16915 Twp. Rd. 1691 E. Brad-
ford. - Consideration = $0. 
   4-11 - Diane Hasbrook to McKennia 
Johnson and Jessica J. Purdy - Kis-
singer’s Add’n to Castleton - Block 7 
Lots 5,6,7, &8 - Consideration = 
$2,000. 

Marriages 
   4-14 - Matthew Richard Shepherd,  
and Maranda Ranae Magnussen, 
both of Manito.
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except the last 
week of December and a week 
in July) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elm-
wood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad & Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - 
Angie Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

   The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mon-
days by 3 p.m. The Prairie News 
encourages readers to submit 
news for publication. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
that part of an ad in which the 
error occured. 
   The Prairie News is a member 
of the Illinois Press Association.

Toulon man charged with sexual misconduct

Pritzker signs 
$46 billion 
state budget 

   CAMBRDIGE – Tray-
ton Jones, 21, of Toulon 
has been charged with 
multiple counts after a fe-
male inmate at the Henry 
County Jail accused him 

of sexual misconduct. 
   Jones who had worked 
as a correctional officer at 
the Henry County Jail 
was fired from that posi-
tion, according to a press 

release from the Henry 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
Jones was charged with 
two 
counts of 
custodial 
sexual 
miscon-
duct and 
two 
counts of 
official 
miscon-
duct. 
   The inmate came for-
ward with her allegations 
on April 15, according to 
the release, and Henry 

County deputies turned 
the matter over to the Illi-
nois State Police, who ar-
rested Jones and charged 
him on Monday, April 18. 
   Bond has been set at 
$50,000 according to a 
press release from the Illi-
nois State Police. 
   Jones is being held at 
the Stark County Jail 
pending a bond hearing. 
   An investigation re-
mains ongoing by the Illi-
nois State Police Division 
of Criminal Investigation 
and the Henry County 
States Attorney’s Office. 

By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker signed his final 
first-term budget into law 
Tuesday, a roughly $46 bil-
lion spending plan buoyed 
by pandemic-driven reve-
nue windfalls and a cur-
rent-year surplus.   
   Between three budget-re-
lated bills signed Tuesday 
and a supplemental appro-
priations bill signed last 
month, the plan includes 
$500 million beyond stat-
utory requirements to the 
state’s pension funds; $1 
billion to the state’s “rainy 
day” fund which currently 
has a balance of just $27 
million; and $1.8 billion in 
tax relief, much of which is 
temporary.  

Jones
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 

(309) 286-4901, Leave Message. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 

watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  
 

Galva Congregational Church  
Pastor Josh Ryner 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz  

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
 Hill Church 

Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 

Sundays 10 a.m. (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 
HillChurchFamily.org 

Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 
 St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Linda Strader  

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org 

 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Interim Pastor Randy Swanson 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. worship 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
              10:15 a.m. worship (Winter schedule) 
             9:15 a.m. worship (Summer schedule—Memorial Day through Labor Day) 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

  
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

CLASSIFIED ADS Call (309) 286-2185
FOR SALE 

• TORO SELF PROPELLED 
MOWER w/bagger and mulcher. 
REAR TINE TILLER, self pro-
pelled.  Both new condition. (309) 
238-6421 
:• GRASS HAY: No rain, on 
wagons, $4 bale, (309) 635-4575. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, 
diesel, have $12,000 in it, lots of 
new parts, need to sell quick, 
$5,000. (309) 657-7155. 
• IRRIGATION PIPE: 3” irrigation 
pipe with 3’ tall nozzle head and 
fittings, (309) 635-4575. 
• Mushroom compost: for gar-
dens, flowerbeds and lawns.  
Black dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag 
for driveways or landscapes, 1-
3” rejects.  Ron Eberle.  Delivery 
is available 309/493-5881.  

Kevin Eberle 309-253-3462. Kurt 
Eberle 309-253-7652. 
• Are you turning 65?: If you are 
turning 65 within the next 6 
months or already have a Medi-
care Supplement, call for free in-
formation on which health and 
drug plans are best for you for 
2022. Contact Greg Wages at 
309-695-2244 

FOR RENT 

• WYOMING, Duplex for Rent: 
Two bedroom, air conditioning, 
appliances furnished, 
washer/dryer facilities, no pets, at-
tached garage. Call Stahl Lumber 
Company (309) 695-4331. 
• WYOMING, 2 bedroom at 102 
East Elm. Living/kitchen down-
stairs, bedrooms and bath up-
stairs. $450/month includes heat 

and water. No smoking/no pets. 
Available April 1st. Landlord and 
employer references required. 
612-940-5208. 

  SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-

try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call 
me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette.

Paramount showing 
movie this weekend 
   WYOMING – The Wyoming 
Chamber of Commerce is showing a 
movie Saturday at 6 p.m. and Sunday 
at 3 p.m. at the Paramount Theatre. 
   The familiar animated movie is 
about a red race car who finds the 
meaning of life after getting stuck in 
a small town. 
   Attendees are asked to bring their 
own chair or blanket. Popcorn, 
candy, water and soda are available 
for a small donation. 
Galva city wide clean 
up slated for April 23 
   GALVA – Crews will clean up 
trash in Galva on Saturday, April 23.  
Anyone who can help is asked to 
meet at the Galva City Hall at 9 a.m. 
with gloves 
   Trash bags will be provided. 
Anyone who can help pick-up litter 
is welcome to attend. 
Poet Wally Anderson 
honored in Galva 
   GALVA – Galva’s Poet Laureate 
Wally Anderson was recently hon-
ored with a framed art piece created 
by local artist Jordan Murray that in-
cludes a photo of the late poet, who 
died in 2007, and biography written 
by Murray. 
   The piece includes a color code 
that corresponds with the colored 
folders containing his poems that are 
archived in the Galva Library. 

   Anderson wrote about 250 poems, 
one fourth of which are written in 
Swedish. His daughter in law, Judy 
Anderson compiled the poems in a 
book. Wally wrote poems in the 
Galva Senior Citizen monthly news-
letters for years.   
   Several years ago the Galva City 
Council proclaimed July 31 as Wally 
Anderson Day.

BRIEFS

The Galva Easter egg hunt, sponsored by Learning Connections and The Galva Chamber of 
Commerce, was held Saturday at Wiley Park. At right is Paisley Dunn with the Easter bunny.

Pictured above is the Easter Bunny and some of the participants at the Beta Breakfast 
With the Bunny and Easter Egg Hunt in Bradford. About 115 were served breakfast and 
about 50 children participated in the egg hunt last Saturday. Photo by Angie Stange.

At left is Randy Anderson, son of poet Wally 
Anderson, and Jordan Murray (right), local 
artist with the art piece he created to honor 
the late poet. Photo by Carol Townsend.



• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
Dixie McAllister Melton, deceased 

No. 2022-PR50 
   Notice is given of the death of 
Dixie McAllister Melton. Letters of 
Office-Independent Executor were 
issued on April 8, 2022 to Cathy L. 
Merritt, of 9611 E. Sunburst Drive, 
Sun Lakes AZ 85248, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Michael E. Massie, of 
Massie & Quick, 115 NW 3rd 
Avenue, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or with 
the representatives, or both, within 
six months from the date of first 
publication, the Bar Date, and any 
claim must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten days after it has 
been filed. 
        Massie & Quick, LLC 
        Attorney for the Estate 
        115 Northwest Third Avenue 
        Galva, IL 61434 
        Telephone (309) 932-2168 

• • •     
PUBLIC NOTICE 

TREE TRIMMING ACTIVITIES IN 
LaFayette & Unincorporated Stark 
County, IL AND NEARBY AREAS 

   TO THE PATRONS OF AMEREN 
ILLINOIS: 
   Please be advised that Ameren 
Illinois will trim trees and other 
vegetation in and around the 
town(s) of LaFayette & 
Unincorporated Stark County, 
Illinois.  Our qualified utility 
arborists will trim trees and 
vegetation that could interfere with 
electric lines that run from pole to 
pole and elsewhere. This work is 
necessary in order to minimize the 
likelihood of outages and safety 
hazards. There is no charge to you 
for this service.  
   If you have any questions about 
this work, please call 1-800-755-
5000 or visit our website at 
MySafeTrees.com. You may 
address your concerns in the 
manner specified on our website. 
You may also call the Consumer 
Services Division of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission at 1-800-
524-0795. Maps have been 
provided to the mayors and the 
county board chairpersons of the 
affected areas. 
Sincerely, 
Ameren Illinois Forestry Department 
Published 4/22/22 

• • •    

Galva, but he would’ve 
had to have been near per-
fect to match his rival.     
   “R-W’s pitcher was the 
best we’ve seen all year,” 
Galva coach Van White 
said of Logan Kuberski, 
who tossed a no-hitter and 
fanned 14. 
   R-W won the second 
game, 7-0.  
   Galva hosted Peoria 
Christian on Friday, and 
the visitors won 18-4. GHS 
scored two in the first and 
two in the second. Starter 
Talon Hull had command 
problems. Josh Dunn and 
TJ Conner relieved with 
better control. Errors were 
an obstacle for Galva. 
   Hull had a hit and an 
RBI Meier drove in a run. 
Dunn and Braxton Ry-
lander each hit safely.   
   The Wildcats are at home 

on Monday vs. Lincoln 
Trail rival Princeville. 

Stark County Track 
    The Stark County boys 
were second and the girls 
team was third at the April 
14 Paul Parker Coed Track 
Invite at Port Byron River-
dale. 
   Colby Carroll was a dou-
ble-winner for the boys, 
taking the 400 in 54.23 and 
the 300 hurdles in 45.36. 
Carroll was second in the 
100 (11.73). 
   Keagan Newton won the 
110 hurdles for the Rebels 
in 17.53 and was second in 
triple jump (40 feet, 7 
inches) and fourth in high 
jump (5-4.25). 
   Blake Orwig won shot 
put with a throw of 51-3 
and took third in discus 
(120-8.5). 
   The Rebels also got a 
third-place finish from 

Arvid Steudte in the 110 
hurdles (19.13) and Colby 
Stotler in shot put (40-
10.25) and placed second 
in the 4x100 relay with a 
time of 47.27. Relay 
runners were Nolan Orwig, 
Avery Gerber, Newton and 
Blake Orwig. 
   The SC girls team was 
led by Lindley Johnston, 
who won the 200 (26.6) 
and 400 (1:02.02) and was 
third in high jump (4-9.75). 
   Ashley Orrick was sec-

ond in the 1,600 (5:59.15) 
and ran a leg on the sec-
ond-place 4x800 relay 
(11:52.71) along with 
Sarah Kraklow, Keagan 
Hamilton and Paige Re-
werts, who was fourth in 
the 800 (2:48.15). Lauren 
Orwig was third in shot put 
(30-9.25). 
   Galva athletes did not 
compete in the meet. Galva 
will host the rescheduled 
Dale Collis Invite on Mon-
day, April 25.
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The Prairie News Sports
Stark County softball tops Galva, 6-4

By JEFF LAMPE 
and PHIL JOHNSON 

For The Prairie News 
   GALVA – Taylor Masters’ two-run 
single in the sixth inning proved to 
be the difference in the Stark County 
softball team’s 6-4 win at Galva on 
Tuesday. 
   Masters’ hit scored Olivia Orwig 
(2-for-3 on the day) and Hayley Gil-
lam (3-for-4), who had also singled 
in the inning. 
   Down 6-2, Galva (3-9) rallied with 
two runs in the bottom of the sixth on 
a two-run triple by Ava Anderson. 
But Shanna Anderson closed the 
door from there to hand the win to 
Stark County (2-10). Anderson al-
lowed nine hits and fanned nine in 
seven innings.  
   The Lady Rebels dropped a pair to 
Knoxville last Saturday, 5-1 and 32-
0. Gillam had the lone hit in the first 
game.  
   Stark County lost to Abingdon-
Avon on April 14, 9-0. 

Galva Softball 
   Galva had snapped a four-game 
losing streak last Saturday with an 
18-7 win over Bushnell-Prairie City. 
   L Anderson went 4-for-5, hit two 
doubles and drove in five runs 
against B-PC. L Stone was 3-for-4, A 
Martinez was 3-for-5 and A Ander-
son, A Dooley, A Spivey and M 
Bates had two hits apiece in a 19-hit 
attack. 
   T Haga allowed 12 hits in six in-
nings and fanned four to get the win 
on the mound for Galva. 
   Prior to that, Galva had dropped a 
pair at United on April 15 (17-7, 28-
9) and a pair on April 14 to Ridge-
wood (19-3, 14-0). 

Stark County Baseball 
   Stark County (0-12) played two on 
the road Saturday versus Ridgewood, 
falling 13-3 and 8-7. Seven runs in 
the first for the home team was too 
much for SCHS.  
   Tim Giesenhagen hit 2-for-2 and 
Dillon Steelman hit at a 3-for-4 clip 

in the effort. 
   In the nightcap Ryn Hillan and 
Luke Rewerts each clubbed a double. 
Steelman hit 2-for-4. Giesenhagen 
struck out six Ridgewood batters in 
6.2 innings pitched. 
   The Rebels lost 16-5 last Thursday 
at home by Lincoln Trail opponent 
Monmouth United. Tied at three 
through four innings, United erupted 
the next three innings for 13 scores. 
   Daniel Kieser had a good day from 
the dish going 3-for-3, including a 
double. Avery Whittle drove in a run. 
Steelman and Hillan each hit safely 
for the day.  
   Stark County will next go on the 
road on Saturday to play non-confer-
ence foe ROWVA-Williamsfield.  

Galva Baseball 
   Galva was the victim of ROWVA-
Williamsfield’s ace pitcher on Satur-
day in a 10-0 non-conference home 
loss. Jaxson Meier gave up just three 
earned runs from the mound for 
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