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By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The Stark County 
School District will hold an Open 
House and tour of the partially con-
structed new high school building 
Saturday, April 16, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. This will be the second Open 
House since construction com-
menced.  
   According to School District Su-
perintendent Brett Elliott, “This will 
include tours of the current high 

school and junior high along with a 
sneak-peak at our new high school 
and junior high renovations.” 
   Construction of the new high 
school building is approximately 55 
percent complete. The concrete 
floors of the high school are being 
poured to date. The tour of the new 
building will include the inside of 
the building “as much as allowed 
for safety” Elliott said. 
   People attending the open house 
may park on South Franklin Street 

in front of the current high school 
and on Prairie Street adjacent to the 
Junior High building. Enter through 
the main entrance of the current 
high school. 
   “An open auction will be held 
shortly after the last day of school 
for anyone to make donations for 
specific items as long as they re-
move it themselves,” Elliott said. 
“We will also have additional tours 
in the summer and of course, when 
the new building is complete.”

By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva Park 
District board is busy getting 
ready for the opening of the 
pool at the end of May. 
   Employees have been hired 
to tend to the grounds, but the 
park district is still looking for 
life guards. Clean-up of the 
grounds was done by Superin-
tendent Nathan Glaser and 
Larry Halsall. 
   The April membership spe-
cial is available. Anyone inter-
ested can get an application at 
one of the Galva school of-
fices, Porter Hay insurance of-
fice, or the bulletin board at 
Community State Bank. 
   The April special is $60 for 
an individual in-district and 
$90 for out of district. The 
April special for a family is 
$80 for in-district and $115 for 
out of district. 
   The board has been ap-
proached by the Galva Free-
dom Fest committee about 
holding the July 3 beer tent at 

the Park District. The tent has 
been in the vacant lot west of 
the Fire Station, but the fire 
station has expanded onto that 
lot. 
   The board tabled the idea 
until Freedom Fest members 
can attend and answer ques-
tions. 
   The Galva schools were in-
voiced $1,000 for the use of 
the ball fields for softball and 
baseball use. 
   The board heard that 300 
flyers will be handed out to 
elementary students with the 
dates and information con-
cerning the pool and activities. 
   The board approved a $500 
pay increase for the treasurer 
and $300 pay increase for the 
superintendent position. 
   It was reported that either 
Board President Katie Lauren 
or her daughter, head life 
guard Lauren Hopping, will 
get their food handler manage-
ment license from the health 
department so they can help 
run the concession stand.

Open house for new Stark high school

Galva preparing for 
pool opening in May

Pictured is an architectural rendering of what the new Stark County 
High School will look like once it is finished.

BIG BASS TIME IS HERE

Is this the same fish?
By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   Big fish invite comparisons and 
questions. How big? How deep? 
Where? On what? Did you eat it?  
   Seldom, though, does the line of 
questioning include, “Is that the 
same fish your kid caught last 
year?” 
   But that’s exactly what Don Sulli-
van of Hanna City and his son, 
Donny Sullivan of Kickapoo, have 

been pondering since last Sunday’s 
fishing trip to a deep Tazewell 
County lake yielded a lunker bass. 
   Don Sullivan caught the day’s 
lone fish, which he said measured 
24 inches and weighed just over 9 
pounds on a hand-held digital scale. 
   “We weren’t out fishing for 20 mi-
nutes when, bam, I hooked a hog 
down about 15-20 feet from the boat. 
I had a [Rapala] crankbait diver on. 

Don Sullivan of Hanna City 
(above left) and his son 
Donny Sullivan of Kickapoo 
(above right) think they may 
have caught the same lunker 
bass one year apart based on 
photos and a comparison of  
markings (above middle and 
below).

Continued on Page 2



What a fight,” the elder Sullivan said. 
“My son grabbed the net and in the 
boat she came. It was huge! Biggest 
bass of my life. We went crazy.  
   “We weighed and measured it, then 
we took some pictures and then I re-
leased her back into the water. Off 
she swam. What a father-and-son 
moment. A day we will always re-
member.” 
   That was caught from within a few 
hundred feet of where Donny Sulli-
van last April caught a 22-inch bass 
that weighed 6 1/2 pounds on a digi-
tal scale. Last year the fish bit on an 
Alabama rig. 
    In the moment, none of that mat-
tered to the Sullivans, who were busy 
celebrating. 
   “We think our excitement scared all 
the other fish away,” Don Sullivan 
said, explaining the lack of bites 
thereafter.  

   But later that day, Donny started 
comparing pictures of the bass. Don 
Sullivan explained that his son takes 
hunting and fishing more seriously 
and spends time studying fish they 
catch and deer pictures they gather 
on trail cameras. 
   “My son posted side-by-side pho-
tos of the fish on a fishing forum he 
is on,” the elder Sullivan said. “Right 
away, everyone was pointing out the 
identical marks on the fish. Could we 
have caught the same fish? It sure 
looks like it.” 
   Department of Natural Resources 
fishery biologist Rob Hilsabeck 
agreed that the markings do look 
very, very similar.  
   “I’d say it’s very possible,” Hilsa-
beck said. 
   Skeptics may still have doubts, as 
is natural with any big-fish story. 
While stories of anglers catching the 
same fish in the same day are not un-
usual, tales of a father and son team-

ing up on a fish one year apart are 
rare. And barring a fin tag or other 
tracking device, it’s not possible to 
prove definitively this was the same 
fish. That’s OK with the Sullivans.  
   “My wife, Beverly, couldn’t be-
lieve I didn’t bring it home,” Don 
Sullivan said. “I told her it was too 
big. I had to put it back.” 
   That release sets up an interesting 
possibility. 
   “We are both so grateful for the ex-
perience and hope maybe my grand-
son [Donny Sullivan III] can catch 
that same fish some day,” Don Sulli-
van said. 
   While chances of that seem slim, as 
Donny Sullivan III is just 4 years old, 
one way to increase the odds is to 
fish in late March and early April – 
prime time for catching big bass in 
Illinois waters.  
   You can bet the Sullivans won’t 
miss that chance next spring.
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By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Demo-
crats in the Illinois Senate 
are touting a $1.8 billion 
package of mostly tempo-
rary tax relief proposals 
they hope to include in the 
Fiscal Year 2023 budget as 
the legislative session 
nears an April 8 end.   
   The package is $800 mil-
lion beyond the tax relief 
package proposed by Gov. 
JB Pritzker in his budget in 
February, although it in-
cludes many of the same 
tax reductions backed by 
the governor. The meas-

ures are contained in eight 
amendments to Senate Bill 
1150 and include direct 
checks to Illinoisans, a 10-
day stay on taxes on 
schools supplies and qual-
ifying clothing, a six-
month stay on the grocery 
tax and a motor fuel tax in-
crease.  
   Lawmakers are sched-
uled to adjourn on April 8, 
with the budget the main 
proposal that still needs to 
be wrapped up. It needs 
approval from both 
chambers of the General 
Assembly and the gover-
nor.  
   Republicans called the 
plan an election-year gim-

mick. 
   Sen. Elgie Sims, D-Chi-
cago, a lead budgeteer in 
the Senate, said the tax re-
lief was made possible by 
unspecified “additional 
revenues” made available 
in the budget.  
   The plan would include 
one-time direct checks to 
Illinoisans. Those earning 
less than $250,000 in 2021 
would receive a $100 
check, while joint filers 
earning less than $500,000 
would receive $200. 
Checks would include an 
extra $50 per dependent, 
up to three dependents. 
   Lawmakers hope checks 
would be distributed by 

September, although they 
said the date was based on 
immediate taxpayer relief, 
not on the fact that an elec-
tion is upcoming in No-
vember.  
   Taxpayers would not 
need to take action to re-
ceive the checks. Anyone 
who is eligible based on 
their 2021 return would be 
sent a check.  
   Last month the Depart-
ment of Revenue testified 
in committee that Illinois 
took in $4.6 billion more 
than expected in the cur-
rent fiscal year that ends 
June 30, due largely to 
pandemic-related changes 
in consumer spending. 

BASS: Both fish caught in almost same spot
Continued from Page 1

State may be sending checks to Illinois residents



Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   3-19 - Leah F. Waters - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   3-19 - Stephanie Olaguez - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   3-24 - Zachary L. McCann - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   3-24 - Emilie A. Hahn - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   3-31 - Danielle N. Hall - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   3-31 - Keagan N. Newton - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   3-29 - Ryan C. Snider - Operating 
an uninsured vehicle and seat belt 
required. 
   4-2 - Tiffany A. Britt - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   4-3 - Shandra C. Terry - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   4-3 - Zachary J. Bachman - 
Speeding 26-34 mph over the limit. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
   12-7-21 - Criminal felony - Ryan 
D. Burt - Meth delivery and meth 
possession. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   3-23 - Ashley J. Williams, 35, Ke-
wanee, was cited for speeding 75 
mph in a 55 zone and for driving 
with no insurance. 
   3-23 - Wesley F. Foutz, 47, Dun-
lap, was cited for failure to signal 
when required, speeding 88 mph in 
a 55 zone, and for improper lane 
usage. 
   3-29 - Patria J. Mann-Edwards, 
Alton, was cited for driving a ve-
hicle with a revoked registration 
and for speeding 73 mph in a 55 
zone. She was released with a no-
tice to appear. 
   3-31 - Ryan D. Burt, 41, Brad-
ford, was arrested for unlawful pos-
session of meth and unlawful 
delivery of meth. His cash bond 
was set at $1,000. He was unable to 
post bond and remains in custody at 
the Stark County Jail. 
   4-2 - Jerrill D. Halman, 46, Deca-
tur, was arrested for driving on a 
suspended and/or revoked licensse. 
He posted $250 cash bond and was 
released with a notice to appear in 
court. 
   4-2 - Lonny E. Dennison, 53, 
Toulon, was cited for illegal entry 
to a roadway. He was issued a no-
tice to appear. 
   4-2 - Mathew Senders, 27, Hunts-
ville, Ark., was cited for illegal 
transportation of adult use cannabis 
and for speeding 79 mph in a 55 
zone. He was released with a notice 
to appear. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   3-28 - to Sentry Estates for a 
damage to property complaint. 
   3-28 - As the result of a parking 
complaint in the 400 block of W. 
Division St., an elderly female was 
located who had been entered as a 
missing and endangered person by 
the Elgin Police Department.  She 
was taken to a local hospital for 
evaluation and family members 
were notified she had been located. 
   3-28 - to the 300 block of NE 2nd 
St. for an out-of-control juvenile 
complaint. Subject was taken by 
ambulance. 

   3-29 - to the Exchange Street rail-
road crossing after a report that the 
crossing arm was getting caught on 
something and was unable to lower. 
BNSF was contacted for repairs. 
   3-30 - to the area around Wiley 
Park in reference to two vehicles 
that were driving fast in the area. 
The vehicles were located and the 
drivers were warned about driving 
cautiously. 
   3-30 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a disturbance involving an 
employee who was terminated and 
had returned. 
   3-31 - to the 300 block of NW 1st 
St. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance. Officer stood by while a fe-
male gathered some property and 
left. 
   3-31 - to the 300 block of Front 
St. for a disturbance and trespassing 
issue. Officer had complainant sign 
a trespassing notice and it was 
served by the officer to a subject in 
the 300 block of NW 1st St. 
   3-31 - to the 300 block of Front 
St. to remove an unwanted subject 
who had previously been banned. 
As a result, Logan Zaugg, 21, 
Galva, was arrested for criminal 
trespass to property and disorderly 
conduct. He was taken to the Henry 
County Jail. 
   4-1 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 700 block of SE 2nd St., 
Betty Elliott, 81, Kewanee, was ar-
rested on a Warren County warrant 
for failure to appear on the charge 
of driving while license suspended. 
She was unable to post bond and 
was taken to the Henry County Jail. 
   4-1 - to Sentry Estates to assist a 
citizen who had locked himself out. 
   4-1 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 00 block of SW 1st Ave., 
Caleb Newburry, 18, Oneida, was 
arrested for possession of adult use 
cannabis in a motor vehicle and im-
proper display of registration. He 
was released with a required court 
date. 
   4-1 - to a car-vs.-deer accident 
with damage only, just north of the 
high school. A crash report was 
completed. 
   4-2 - Officer, along with Stark 
County Medic, was dispatched to 
an unresponsive subject in Bishop 
Hill. The subject was found to be 
deceased. The coroner was notified. 
   4-3 - Officer located a subject 
driving a lawnmower in the middle 
of the roadway at 12:16 a.m. in the 
200 block of NW 3rd Ave. As a re-
sult, Michael Bengston, 58, Galva, 
was arrested for driving while li-
cense revoked and improper lane 
usage. He was released with a re-
quired court date. 
   4-3 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 600 block of S. Center Ave., 
Dylan West, 18, Victoria, Nathan 
Whitman,19, Altona, Tyler West, 
19, Victoria, and Todd Walker, 20, 
Altona, were all issued notices to 

appear for illegal possession and/or 
consumption of alcohol by a minor. 
They were released with required 
court dates. 
   4-3 - Officer, along with the fire 
department and Stark County 
Medic, were dispatched to a pos-
sible train derailment just west of 
town along Hayes Road. Officers 
checked the entire region, but were 
unable to locate. 
   4-3 - Officer, along with the 
Galva Fire Department and Stark 
County Medic, were dispatched to 
the 500 block of SE 2nd St. for a 
possible burning smell. 
   4-3 - Officer assisted the Kewa-
nee Police Department with locat-
ing a subject in the 200 block of NE 
4th St. in reference to an incident 
that occurred in Kewanee earlier. 
Contact was made and the message 
was delivered. 
   4-2 - Jeffrey Heinie, 57, Kewa-
nee, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St. 

Property Transfers 
   3-28 - RVFM 13 Series, LLC to 
FACL Holdings, LLC - Foster’s 
Add’n block C lot 5 - 107 South St., 
Bradford - Consideration = $100. 
   3-28 - Dean L. Seckman to Dean L. 
Seckman, Trustee - Pt Sect 7-13-6 
SW & Pts 12-13-5 SE - 5939 Twp Rd 
1000 N. LaFayette - Consideration = 
$0. 
   3-30 - Stark County Assets to Jen-
nifer Tillman - Pt 2-12-6 NE - 614 S. 
7th St., Wyoming - Consideration = 
$160,000. 
   3-30 - Rosalie A. Goins, Robert E. 
& Donald L. Hendrick to Curtis, 
Daryl L., Dennis R., Jennifer L., 
Kenna R. & Marybeth Wagenbach - 
Pt 35-12-5 NW, NE, SW - Considera-
tion = $865,000. 
   3-30 - Rosalie A. Goins, Robert E. 
& Donald L. Hendrick to Michael W. 
Cox - E1/2 Sect 17-12-6 SE - Consid-
eration = $650,593. 
   3-31 - EJJNP Properties, LLC to 
EJJNP Properties, LLC - Pt 32-13-6 
NE - Consideration = $0. 
   4-1 - Alan R. & Mary Ann Kno-
bloch to Alan R. & Mary Ann Kno-
bloch, Trustees - Und 1/2 Int Pt 
11-13-7 NE - 15563 Township Rd 
1050 N., Bradford,  - Consideration = 
$0. 
   4-1 - Otha Boyd to Clara & Jim 
Milby - Pt 16-13-7 NE - Kissinger’s 
Add’n to Castleton Block 1 Lots 1, 2, 
3, 4 - 507 Concord St., Castleton - 
Consideration = $0. 
   4-1 - Samantha L. Fox to Cindy 
Rehmer-Ruemker & Clemens R. 
Ruemker, Jr. - B. D. Sweets Add’n - 
Pts Lot 8 - 422 W. Vine St., Toulon - 
Consideration = $118,000. 
   4-1 - Camp Grove State Bank to 
Jacqueline Pelaez - Vg of Speer 
Block 3 Lot 10 - 319 Railroad St., 
Speer - Consideration = $5,000. 

Marriages 
   3-30 - Adam Ray Whitcher, Ke-
wanee and Adriana Mojica, Kewa-
nee.
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   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except the last 
week of December and a week 
in July) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elm-
wood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad & Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
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• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

   The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mon-
days by 3 p.m. The Prairie News 
encourages readers to submit 
news for publication. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
that part of an ad in which the 
error occured. 
   The Prairie News is a member 
of the Illinois Press Association.

GUEST VOICES

We will not run out of food this year
   Contrary to the woeful baying by 
Big Agbiz, the United States – and 
any nation with enough money – 
will not run out of food this year. 
This can be said without reservation 
for two reasons. 
   First, war or no 
war, there is no 
global shortage 
of wheat, the 
crop today’s 
Chicken Littles 
are cluck-cluck 
clucking about. 
In the last week 
of March, numer-
ous sources 
pointed out that the estimated short-
fall in Russian wheat export sales 
due to its war in Ukraine will be 
about 7 million metric tons (mmt) 
this marketing year. 
   While that sounds like a lot, 7 
mmt is, in fact, 0.9 percent of Rus-
sia’s staggering 778 mmt 2021 
wheat crop. 
   So, no, the loss of less than one 
percent of any nation’s farm pro-
duction in any commodity will not 
lead to global famine. 
   The second reason the world will 
not run out of wheat is that when 
properly functioning markets oper-
ate in an open, transparent manner, 
price rations supply and demand. 
Yes, that can get coldly expensive 
but it also ensures the global cup-
board never really empties. 
   And that is what happened in the 
wheat futures market from mid-
February to early March as Russia 
invaded Ukraine. On Feb. 18, a 
week before the invasion, Chicago 
May wheat futures prices were 
$8.04 per bushel. After three weeks 
of volatile, war-fueled trading, May 
futures had soared to over $12. 

   On March 8, however, the May 
contract rocketed to $13.63 per bu. 
just as futures trading began that 
day. Shortly thereafter, something – 
or someone – hit the market and 
May futures fell off the table, down 
$2 per bu. By the close of the bruis-
ing session, prices had clawed back 
to $12.86 per bu., or almost exactly 
where they had finished the day be-
fore. 
   What happened? 
   No one really knows and, worse, 
it’s likely no one will ever know be-
cause the futures markets’ key regu-
lator, the Commodity Futures 
Trading Commission (CFTC) – like 
many government agencies in the 
past decade – has given most of its 
oversight functions to the markets 
themselves, notes Dr. Steve Suppan 
of the Institute of Agriculture and 
Trade Policy in Minneapolis 
(IATP). 
   In a prescient March 16 post on 
the IATP website titled “Wheat fu-
tures prices and the war on regula-
tion,” Suppan describes the long, 
anti-oversight game most futures 
exchanges played with federal 
watchdogs after post-2008 laws 
gave regulators greater power to 
oversee markets. 
   That fight culminated with a 3-to-
2 vote in late 2020 by the five-
member board that relinquished 
“nearly all CFTC authority to the 
exchanges…” One of the two dis-
senters on the panel, Suppan notes, 
said the shift made “‘the players on 
the field the referees.’” 
   “In this arena,” however, “the 
public interest loses.” 
   It’s hard for the public to see that 
because futures markets appear to 
be arcane exchanges where cab 
drivers become millionaires by 

buying soybean futures. Not so – 
ever. 
   U.S. futures exchanges are a $610 
trillion dollar a year marketplace 
where speculators – traders looking 
to profit – and hedgers, usually 
buyers and sellers of products or 
derivatives of products traded on 
the exchange, meet to establish 
price based on key ingredients like 
supply, demand, weather, and war. 
   And they are critically important 
in our everyday lives: If the markets 
don’t function fairly, everyone pays 
– from the trader who was clipped 
on some shady deal to the single 
mother of five struggling to pay the 
weekly grocery tab. 
   Farmers and ranchers know this. 
In fact, today’s volatile wheat mar-
ket means some rural grain pur-
chasers only buy farmers’ grain 
when the Chicago futures market is 
open so the buyer can immediately 
transfer their ownership risk to 
someone else. 
   That also means these purchasers 
don’t offer any farmer a market 
after 1:15 p.m. each weekday and 
not at all on the weekend. Almost 
every farmer or rancher will tell 
you that this is a highly risky, po-
tentially costly failure to both you 
and them. 
   So, no, we’re not going to run out 
of food. The real threat is that we’ll 
run out of markets we can trust. 
   © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT



CLASSIFIED ADS Call (309) 286-2185
FOR SALE 

• GRASS HAY: No rain, on 
wagons, $4 bale, (309) 635-4575. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, 
diesel, have $12,000 in it, lots of 
new parts, need to sell quick, 
$5,000. (309) 657-7155. 
• IRRIGATION PIPE: 3” irrigation 
pipe with 3’ tall nozzle head and 
fittings, (309) 635-4575. 
• Mushroom compost: for gar-
dens, flowerbeds and lawns.  
Black dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag 
for driveways or landscapes, 1-
3” rejects.  Ron Eberle.  Delivery 
is available 309/493-5881.  Kevin 
Eberle 309-253-3462. Kurt 
Eberle 309-253-7652. 
• Alfafa Grass Hay: second and 
third cuttings, no rain, delivery 
available. (309) 540-0762. 

 FOR RENT 

• WYOMING, Duplex for Rent: 
Two bedroom, air conditioning, 
appliances furnished, 
washer/dryer facilities, no pets, at-
tached garage. Call Stahl Lumber 
Company (309) 695-4331. 
• WYOMING, 2 bedroom at 102 
East Elm. Living/kitchen down-

stairs, bedrooms and bath up-
stairs. $450/month includes heat 
and water. No smoking/no pets. 
Available April 1st. Landlord and 
employer references required. 
612-940-5208. 
• TOULON, 105 E. Main, one bed-
room upstairs apartment for rent.  
$525 per month, includes water. 
(309) 678-1831 call or text. 

  SERVICES 

• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 

(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: All 
Types of  home re-modeling and 
repair. No job too small! Carpen-
try, drywall, electrical, ceramic & 
vinyl, windows & doors, pain-
tindg. Call Jeff Woith (309) 995-
3825. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call 
me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette.
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   URBANA – Spring ephemeral 
flowers are nature’s gems after 
winter. These short-lived beauties 
are wildflowers that grow in wood-
lands in the early spring before the 
leaves on deciduous trees are open. 
They are called spring ephemerals 
because they have a relatively short 
blooming time. 
   University of Illinois Extension 
Horticulture Educator Gemini Bhal-
sod says these seasonal plants grow, 
flower and set seed quickly. 
   “They are usually dormant by 
mid-summer when the leaves die 
back again,” Bhalsod says. “In your 
garden one moment and gone 
another.” 
   Examples include skunk cabbage, 
Dutchman’s breeches, jack-in-the-
pulpit, Virginia bluebells, mayapples 
and blood root. 
   Spring ephemerals complete most 
of their life cycle in the early spring 
before the trees and understory 

shrubs leaf out and take over most 
of the available light. These plants 
start growing roots in the fall and 
winter, to fully emerge above 
ground in the spring. This time of 
year is a tough time to be a growing 
plant – soil temperatures are low, 
the weather is unpredictable and 
there are few pollinators foraging. 
   As temperatures increase and sun-
light becomes less available, growth 
slows down, nutrients are stored un-
derground, and the plants begin to 
die back. 
   “There is some conflicting infor-
mation and opinions out there as to 
whether spring ephemerals are just a 
special type of spring flower or if 
they are a spring bulb,” Bhalsod 
says. 
   One major difference, with a few 
exceptions, is that ephemeral foliage 
dies back in the early summer while 
the foliage of spring bulbs lasts 
longer. 

   With the right location, gardeners 
can grow spring ephemerals in their 
yards. Since a lot of spring ephem-
erals can be slow to grow and 
spread, plant them in groups to have 
a sense of fullness. 
   Plant in high organic matter areas 
that mimic a woodland; no fertilizer 
is needed. Water only during estab-
lishment or in times of drought. 
Leaf die back is normal. 
   Many nurseries sell spring ephem-
erals these days due to their in-
creased popularity. Planting seeds 
can be a less expensive, but slower 
approach and you’ll have to break 
the dormancy of the seed before it 
grows.  
   “Never collect plants in the wild 
as it is illegal, and can really disrupt 
natural habitat,” Bhalsod says. 
   Plants bought online that are 
mailed, they will likely be dormant 
with bare roots. Plant them right 
away. 

Spring ephemeral flowers blooming soon 



By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – Hannah Lind, the 
Galva Libraries new children’s li-
brarian, began her new position on 
Friday, April 1. 
   “I am looking forward to the 
summer reading program which is a 
big event here,” Lind said. 
   She said there is also a pre-school 
story hour every Wednesday begin-
ning at 11 a.m. The event ends with 
a craft that can either be made at the 

library or taken home. 
   Lind will work Mondays, Wed-
nesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. 
She said she will work full time 
during the summer reading pro-
gram. She is replacing retiring chil-
dren’s librarian Sheri Woods. 
   Lind and her husband, Brent, live 
in Galva with their two sons, age 10 
and 6. 
   Hannah’s mother, Hess Sage, is 
the assistant director of the Galva 
Library.

Applications available 
for Johnson scholarship 
   TOULON – The Gary Johnson 
Scholarship Committee announces 
that applications are now available 
for the 16th annual Coach Gary 
Johnson Memorial Scholarship in 
the amount of $500. 
   Applicants must be seniors who 
have participated in high school 
football or girls basketball for at 
least three years, and must be furth-
ering their education following 
graduation. Contact Coach Scott 
Paxson, Coach Jade Noard or the 
office at Stark County High School 
for an application.  
   All completed applications must 
be returned to Paxson or Noard by 
Wednesday, April 27. The winner 
will be announced at SCHS Senior 
Awards Night on May 10. 
Americans cooking 
more at home 
   Meat fortifies more Americans’ 
meals, which are now more 
frequently cooked and eaten at home, 
a new Food Marketing Institute 
(FMI) report revealed. 
   A total of 98.5 percent of American 
households reported buying meat and 
nearly 3 in 4 Americans described 
themselves as meat eaters, according 
to the 17th annual Power of Meat 

study from FMI. 
   The 2021 report examined the im-
pact of the pandemic on shoppers’ 
habits and lifestyles. The Power of 
Meat offers an annual update of 
shopper habits regarding meat and 
poultry before they purchase, in the 
store and at home. 
   Compared to pre-pandemic levels, 
sales of all meat by volume increased 
3.9 percent. On average, Americans 
reported eating four home-cooked 
meals with meat each week. 

– Kay Shipman, FarmWeek 
Good Friday services 
being held on April 15 
   • TOULON – The Toulon First 
Congregational Church will be 

hosting a Community Good Friday 
Service on April 15 at 7 p.m. Every-
one is invited to attend. 
   • GALVA – First Baptist Church 
of Galva will be hosting a Christian 
Passover meal on Good Friday, 
April 15 at 6 p.m. This will be a full 
supper with a fascinating hands-on 
Bible message and holiday music.  
Donations will be accepted to offset 
the cost of the meal and Passover 
meal. First Baptist is located at 211 
Northwest 4th Avenue. 

Et cetera 
   BISHOP HILL – Alaskan singer-
songwriter, Kray Van Kirk will per-
form a live concert Sunday, April 10 
at Bishop Hill Creative Commons. 
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Galva welcomes new children’s librarian

BRIEFS

The annual Dorothy Lord Reading awards were presented to the students with the most 
improved reading skills in Bradford’s grades 1-7, and to the best overall reader in the 8th 
grade. The recipients are pictured above from left to right: Stella Brady, 3rd grade; Molly 
Wellman, 5th grade; Shelby Bruecks, 7th grade; Rose Krider and Riggens Shafer, 8th 
grade, best overall readers; Avery Johnston, 6th grade; Logan Guerry, 4th grade; and 
Mason Streitmatter, 2nd grade. Photo by Becki Hoffert.

Pictured is Hannah Lind, Galva Library’s 
new children’s librarian. 



   TOULON – Members of the Cen-
tury Clover 4-H club planted 25 
potted oak trees acquired through the 
Forestry Committee/4-H Tree Plant-
ing program last Sunday.  
   Last fall, the program began to in-
vite interested 4-H clubs throughout 
the state to apply. The goal of the 
program is to plant trees in every Soil 
and Water Conservation District in 
the state. The two criteria for selec-
tion were to plant the trees on public 
property by local 4-H clubs.  
   The Stark County School District 
and the City of Toulon were gracious 
enough to grant permission to plant 
trees around the high school baseball 
field and the little league diamonds. 
   A goal of the program is to raise 
awareness of diminishing oak forests 
in Illinois and throughout the Mid-
west. Oaks are a keystone species en-

vironmentally. The tree species 
planted were 10 white oaks and five 
each of red, black and burr oaks. As 
oaks are long lived, they should pro-
vide shade to ballgame spectators in 
addition to wildlife habitat for many 
decades. 

   This program is a joint project of 
the AISWCD and Extension 4-H. 
Funding for the planting has been 
provided by grants from the Illinois 
Forestry Development Council and 
4-H Alumni, both in the amount of 
$5,000.

By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The 52nd Honor Flight 
has been designated as the 
“Galva/Backroad Music Festival 
Flight’ and will take 12 local veterans 
in a group of 92 who will fly out of 
Quad City International Airport 
Tuesday, April 12 for a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. 
   Backroads Music Festival has 
hosted a “Beards and Braids” contest 
for the past five years and has raised 
$80,000 for the flight, according to 
Jason Bates, who will be making his 

seventh flight as a guardian next 
Tuesday. 
   Local veterans making the trip in-
clude: from Galva are Dale Spiegel 
(Korean War); Garth Mingo, Richard 
Nash, Jackie Knobloch, Lou Patty,  
Kenneth Gale, John Wirth, Tom Bed-
arek and Vernon Engels; Andrew 
Larson from Bishop Hill; and Dennis 
Schumacher from Altona. 
   Area guardians include: Bates, 
Tyler and Bethany Glaser, Cindy 
Glaser, Nick Grafelman, Mary Beth 
Grafelman, James Huffman, Katie 
Huffman, Kristy Schmidt, Victoria 

Connor,  Scott Caravello, Mayor 
Rich Volkert and Galva’s Superinten-
dent of Schools Joe Becker. Reporter 
Mike Berry of Kewanee will also be 
flying with the group 
   Honor Flights takes America’s Vet-
erans to D.C. to where they can visit 
the memorials dedicated to honoring 
their sacrifices. 
   The flight departs the Quad City 
Airport at 7 a.m. and returns about 10 
p.m. Area residents can welcome the 
group home at 10 p.m.
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Pictured above are members of the Century Clover 4-H club. Front row (left to right) -
Faith Shafer, Isley Shafer, Kaylee Goerks, Kennedy Wall, KInsley Wall, Logan Goerks, 
Ryan Murphy, Al Curry and Riggens Shafer. Back Row ( l to r) - Addison Down, Kellen 
Wall and Kendall King. 

Century Clover 4-H plant oaks in Toulon



• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

In The Matter of The Estate of 
DONNA L. CURRIER,

Case No. 22 P 4 
Deceased. 

CLAIM NOTICE 
   Notice is given of the death of 
DONNA L. CURRIER, of Stark 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued to PRESTON R. 
CURRIER and ANITA L. MILBURN, 
Independent Co-Executors, whose 
attorney is DAVID L. COVER of 
Cover Law Group, LLP, Twin 
Towers Plaza, Suite 203-456 Fulton 
Street, Peoria, Illinois 61602, and 
107 West Main Street, Toulon, 
Illinois 61483.   Claims must be 
filed on or before September 26, 
2022, or six (6) months from the 
date of the first publication of this 
Claim Notice, whichever is later, 
and any claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred as to the estate.  
If mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the independent executor is 
required by the provisions of 
Section 18-3 of the Illinois Probate 
Act, then the date of filing claims 
shall be the later of the date stated 
above or three months from the 
date of mailing or delivery. 
   Claims must be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court at Stark 
County, Illinois, or with the 
Independent Executor, or both.  
Within ten (10) days after a claim is 
filed with the court, a copy of the 
claim must be mailed or delivered 
to the Independent Co-Executors 
and to their attorney and file with 
the court proof of mailing or 
delivery of the copies. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with an 
e-filing service provider.  
   Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ 
service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/g
ethelp.asp.  
   Dated: March 15, 2022 
      Preston R. Currier and Anita L.  
          Milburn, Co-Executors    
 
          /S/ David L. Cover 
             David L. Cover, their 
attorney 
David L. Cover 
Cover Law Group, LLP 
Attorneys for the Co-Executors 
Twin Towers Plaza 
Suite 203 - 456 Fulton Street 
Peoria, Illinois 61602 
(309) 673-8227 
ARDC #0528420 
email: dcover@coverlawgroup.com 
107 West Main Street 
Toulon, Illinois 61483 
(309) 286-7311 

Published 3/25, 4/1, 4/8/22 
• • •     

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CITY OF WYOMING, ILLINOIS,
Plaintiff,   

IN CHANCERY 
Case No. 2022FC2 

v.
ETC D. RODRIGUEZ IRA #Z081326  
(C/O PIP-WEST, LLC); UNKNOWN  
OWNERS; AND NON-RECORD  
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.

 
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 

 BY PUBLICATION 
   The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been filed, notice 
is hereby given to you, all Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants, 
Defendants in the above-captioned 
cause, that the above-captioned 
foreclosure action was filed on 
March 17, 2022, and is now 
pending. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are 
identified above. 
   2. The name of the titleholder of 
record is: ETC D. RODRIGUEZ IRA 
#Z081326 (C/O PIP-WEST, LLC) 
   3. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:  
   A plot of ground beginning at a 
point 100 feet North of the SW 
corner of Block “T” in GILES C. 
DANA’S ADDITION to the City of 
Wyoming, Illinois; running thence 
East 155 feet to an alley; thence 
North 47 feet; thence 155 feet to 
Galena Avenue; thence South 47 
feet to the place of beginning, Stark 
County, Illinois 
   PIN: 04-36-319-007 
   4. A common address or 
description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows: 103 N. 
Galena Avenue, Wyoming IL 61491 
   5. An identification of the 
Demolition Lien sought to be 
foreclosed is as follows:  
   a.  Names of Respondent:  ETC D. 
RODRIGUEZ IRA #Z081326 (C/O 
PIP-WEST, LLC)  
   b.  Name of Claimant:  CITY OF 
WYOMING, ILLINOIS  
   c.  Date of Demolition Lien:  June 
17, 2021 
   d.  Date of Recording:  June 17, 
2021  
   e.  County Where Recorded:  
Stark County, Illinois  
   f.  Recording Document 
Identification:  2021-108226  
   NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants, Defendants, file 
your answer to the Complaint for 
Foreclosure in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the Circuit Court of the 
Tenth Judicial Circuit, Stark County, 
Illinois, Stark County Courthouse, 
130 W. Main St., Toulon IL 61483, 

on or before April 28, 2022, default 
may be entered against you and 
each of you at any time after that 
day and a Judgment for Foreclosure 
may be entered in accordance with 
the prayer of the Complaint for 
Foreclosure.  
                 /S/ Julie Kenney 
                 Stark County Circuit 
Clerk 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W 2nd St 
Kewanee, IL 61443  
Phone:  309/852-5555 
justin@barashlaw.com  
Published 3/25, 4/1, 4/8/22 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL  
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 

STARK COUNTY 
In Re ESTATE OF ) 
DARYL W. PITTMAN ) 2022PR5 
Deceased. ) 

CLAIM NOTICE 
INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION 

   NOTICE is given to creditors of 
the death of DARYL W. PITTMAN 
on June 28, 2021.  Letters of Office 
were issued on March 18, 2022, by 
the above entitled Court to 
VENETTE S. PITTMAN, of 8675 
Grain Bin Road, Toulon, Illinois 
61483, as Independent 
Administrator, whose attorneys of 
record are WHITNEY & POTTS, 
LTD., of 118 West Main Street, P. 
O. Box 368, Elmwood, Illinois, 
61529-0368.      
   Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the Circuit Clerk's Office, 
Stark County Courthouse, Toulon, 
Illinois, or with the Administrator or 
both on or before the 30th day of 
September, 2022 or if mailing or 
delivery of a Notice from the 
Administrator is required by Sec. 
18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the 
date stated in that Notice.  Every 
claim filed must be in writing and 
state sufficient information to notify 
the representative of the nature of 
the claim or other relief sought.  
Any claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered by the claimant 
to the administrator and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed and shall file with the 
Court, proof of any required mailing 
or delivery of copies. 
   The estate will be administered 
without court supervision, unless 
under 755 Illinois Compiled 
Statutes 5/28-4, any interested 
person terminates independent 
admin-istration at any time by 
mailing or delivering a copy of a 
form of petition to terminate 
independent administration to the 
Clerk of the Court at the above 
address. 
   DATED this 18th day of March, 
2022.  
      VENETTE S. PITTMAN,  
      Independent Administrator of 

the  
      Estate of DARYL W. PITTMAN,  
      Deceased.   
Ashlee E. Stabler, Esq. 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD. 
Attorneys for the Independent 
Administrator 
118 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 368 
Elmwood, Illinois  61529-0368 
Telephone: (309) 742-3611 
ashlee@whitneyandpotts.com         
Published 3/25, 4/1, 4/8/22 

• • •     
PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF 
PROPOSED ANNEXATION 

CITY COUNCIL 
GALVA, ILLINOIS 

   On 25 April, 2022, the City 
Council of the City of Galva, Henry 
County, Illinois, will consider the 
passage of an Ordinance annexing 
certain real property that is 
contiguous to the incorporated 
limits of the City of Galva at its 
regularly scheduled Council 
Meeting to be held at 6:00 p.m. in 
the City Administration Building 
located at 311 NW 4th Avenue, 
Galva, Illinois.  The real property to 
be annexed complies with the 
standards for real property 
qualifying for annexation which are 
set forth in 65 ILCS 5/7-1-8, and is 
legally described as follows: 
   Lots 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 
33, 34,35,36,37, and 38 in Hillcrest 
Resubdivision, located in the 
Southwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 28, 
Township 14 North, Range 4 East of 
the Fourth Principal Meridian, Henry 
County, Illinois. 
   More Particularly Described As 
Follows: 
   BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF LOT 26 OF HILLCREST 
RESUBDIVISION; THENCE SOUTH 
00°26’40” WEST, A DISTANCE OF 
280.03 FEET ALONG THE WEST 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF WALLACE 
STREET TO THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF U.S. HIGHWAY 34; 
THENCE SOUTH 89°33’58” WEST, 
A DISTANCE OF 177.32 FEET 
ALONG SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 
TO THE WEST LINE OF HILLCREST 
RESUBDIVISION; THENCE NORTH 
00°15’16” EAST, A DISTANCE OF 
280.04 FEET ALONG THE SAID 
WEST LINE OF HILLCREST 
RESUBDIVISION; THENCE NORHT 
89°34’26” EAST, A DISTANCE OF 
178.24 FEET ALONG THE NORTH 
LINE OF LOTS 26 AND 38 OF 
HILLCREST RESUBDIVISION TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, SAID 
TRACT CONTAINS 1.14 ACRE, 
MORE OR LESS. 
   The same being indicated on an 
accurate map of the annexed 
territory which is available for 
inspection in the office of the City 
Clerk, during normal working hours, 
at the City Administration Building 
located at 311 N.W. 4TH Avenue, 
Galva, Illinois. 

   It is proposed that the annexed 
property shall be zoned B-1 
Business in agreement with the 
proposed Annexation Ordinance, 
which Ordinance is available for 
inspection in the office of the City 
Clerk, during normal working hours, 
at the City Administration Building 
located at 311 N.W. 4TH Avenue, 
Galva, Illinois. 
Published 4/8, 4/15/22 

• • •     
WEST JERSEY TOWNSHIP 

   Annual Town Meeting 
Notice is hereby given to the legal 
residents of the Town of West 
Jersey in the County of Stark and 
State of Illinois, that the Annual 
Meeting of said Town will take place 
on Tuesday, April 12, 2022 being 
the second Tuesday of said month 
at the hour of 6 o’clock p.m. at the 
West Jersey Township Building for 
the transaction of miscellaneous 
business of said Town and a 
moderator having been elected, will 
proceed to hear and consider 
reports of officers and decide on 
such measures as may, in 
pursuance of law, come before the 
meeting. The regular monthly 
meeting will follow. 
Dated April 1, 2022 
Michelle Webster, West Jersey 
Township Clerk 
Published 4/1/22, 4/8/22 

• • •     
PUBLIC NOTICE 

   Notice is hereby given that a 
Public Hearing will be held before 
the Mayor and Aldermen of the City 
of Galva, Henry County, Illinois at 
6:00 p.m. on 25 April 2022 at Galva 
City Hall, 311 N.W. 4th Avenue, 
Galva, Illinois, for the purpose of 
receiving public comments on the 
City’s desire to close the at-grade 
railroad crossing designated BNSF 
X-ING #079750G, commonly 
referred to as the E 2150th Street 
Crossing, for an incentive payment 
of $165,000 dollars. 
   This hearing will be recorded.  
Those wishing to comment will be 
required to sign up to speak, and 
before speaking will be asked to 
state their name and city of 
residence. Each speaker will be 
limited to the subject at hand (the 
closure) and must present their 
comments in three (3) minutes or 
less. 
   Those that cannot attend are 
encouraged to submit their 
comments in writing prior to the 
Hearing.  Written comments may be 
submitted to the Galva City Clerk, 
311 N.W. 4th Avenue, Galva, IL 
61434.  Submitted comments will 
be read into the record of the 
Hearing. 
   A written transcript of the Hearing 
will be made available, at their 
request, to the ICC (Illinois 
Commerce Commission). 
Published 4/8, 4/15/22 

• • •     
PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF 
PROPOSED ANNEXATION 

CITY COUNCIL 
GALVA, ILLINOIS 

   On 25 April, 2022, the City 
Council of the City of Galva, Henry 
County, Illinois, will consider the 
passage of an Ordinance annexing 
certain real property that is 
contiguous to the incorporated 
limits of the City of Galva at its 
regularly scheduled Council 
Meeting to be held at 6:00 p.m. in 
the City Administration Building 
located at 311 NW 4th Avenue, 
Galva, Illinois.  The real property to 
be annexed complies with the 
standards for real property 
qualifying for annexation which are 
set forth in 65 ILCS 5/7-1-8, and is 
legally described as follows: 
   A part of the SW¼ of Section 26 
T14N, R4E of the 4th P.M., Henry 
County, Illinois.  More particularly 
bounded and described as follows 
and bearings are for the purpose of 
description only: 
   Commencing at the Southwest 
Corner of the SW¼ of said Section 
26; Thence N 90°00'00" E, along the 
South line of said SW¼, a distance 
of 1315.97 feet; Thence          N 
00°01'00" E, a distance of 59.85 
feet to an iron rod at the Southwest 
corner of a 3.04 acre tract and also 
on the North right-of-way line of U 
S Route #34. Said iron rod also 
being the Place of Beginning for the 
tract to be described; Thence N 
89°39'39" W, along said right-of-
way line, a distance of 193.30 feet 
to the Southeast corner of a 5 acre 
tract; Thence N 00°01'00" E, along 
the East line of said 5 acre tract, a 
distance of 690.55 feet to an iron 
rod; Thence N 90°00'00" E, a 
distance of 690.30 feet to an iron 
rod; Thence        S 00°01'00" W, a 
distance of 250.00 feet to an iron 
rod; Thence S 90°00'00" W, along 
the North line of existing tracts, a 
distance of 497.00 to an iron rod at 
the Northwest corner of said 3.04 
acre tract; Thence S 00°01'00" W, 
along the West line of said 3.04 
acre tract, a distance of 441.70 feet 
to the Place of Beginning and 
containing 5.92 acres, more or less. 
Subject to all easements of record. 
   The same being indicated on an 
accurate map of the annexed 
territory which is available for 
inspection in the office of the City 
Clerk, during normal working hours, 
at the City Administration Building 
located at 311 N.W. 4TH Avenue, 
Galva, Illinois. 
   It is proposed that the annexed 
property shall be zoned M-2 
Manufacturing in agreement with 
the proposed Annexation 
Ordinance, which Ordinance is 
available for inspection in the office 
of the City Clerk, during normal 
working hours, at the City 
Administration Building located at 
311 N.W. 4TH Avenue, Galva, 
Illinois. 
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 LEGAL ADS 

EU and UK are targets for more U.S. ag trade
By TIMOTHY EGGERT 

FarmWeek 
   Creating and marketing a 
high-value, top-quality 
good will be vital for Illi-
nois farmers to increase the 
number of their products in 
the hands – and mouths – 
of European consumers. 
   That was a major take-
away from meetings be-
tween a 12-member 
Illinois Farm Bureau del-
egation and international 
agriculture officials, indus-
try groups and European 

farmers during a recent 
Market Study Tour. 
   In France and its primary 
city, Paris, food and the 
framework around eating 
are ritualistic and idolized. 
   Parisians, for instance, 
place a high emphasis on 
the freshness and quality of 
their food, as well as the 
means – strictly organic or 
blocks away in an urban 
garden – through which it 
was grown. They’re also 
willing to pay more for it. 
   Those attitudes were on 

display in various restau-
rants and open-air, street-
level food markets across 
the city, where producers 
sell their products directly 
to consumers. 
   They were also present at 
the Paris International Ag-
ricultural Show. 
   Future trade with the 
EUGIs and other trade 
schemes could dictate the 
requirements of a future 
agricultural trade deal be-
tween the U.S. and the EU, 
said Mark Gebhards, IFB 
executive director of gov-
ernmental affairs and com-
modities. 
   There is currently no 
dedicated free trade agree-
ment between the two part-
ners, despite the U.S. 
exporting about $12 billion 
in ag products to the EU in 
2020 and importing $30.6 
billion from the EU the 
same year. 

   Many groups the IFB 
delegation met with at the 
Paris International Agricul-
tural Show voiced support 
for renewed talks around 
the TTIP, or a similar deal. 
   Ag Secretary Tom Vil-
sack recently announced 
USDA will sponsor an in-
ternational trade mission to 
the UK, which in 2020 im-
ported $2.7 billion in U.S. 
ag products. The U.S. in 
2020 imported about $1.1 
billion in UK ag products. 
   Vilsack’s announcement, 
and the IFB Market Study 
Tour, comes as the UK has 
amassed a collection of 
trade deals since leaving 
the EU.  
   IFB Vice President Brian 
Duncan said he’s confident 
the meetings “forged close 
bonds” with officials and 
will hopefully lead to more 
trade opportunities for 
members. 
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Stark board OKs new assistant principal
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   WYOMING – At its last board 
meeting on March 21, the Stark 
County School Board hired Mike 
McGovern to replace Anne Snyder 
as the Jr/Sr High School assistant 
principal to Principal Megan 
McGann for the 2022-23 school-
year. 
   McGovern grew up in Chicago on 
the Northwest Side. After graduat-
ing high school, he attended and re-

ceived his Bachelor’s Degree from 
Illinois State University in Second-
ary Mathematics Education. 
McGovern taught nearly every 
math class from Algebra to AP Sta-
tistics at Peoria High School. For 
two years, he taught at Peoria 
High’s Alternative School-within-a- 
School program for freshmen and 
sophomores at risk of not graduat-
ing on time. 
   McGovern returned to Illinois 
State University to earn his 

Master’s Degree in Educational Ad-
ministration. He then accepted the 
position as assistant principal at 
Glen Oak Community Learning 
Center, in Peoria, for one year. For 
the past two years McGovern has 
been assistant principal at Lincoln 
K-8 School, in Peoria. 
   McGovern said he is excited to 
join the Stark County School sys-
tem and is ready for a great upcom-
ing school year in the new high 
school building. 
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Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church  
Elmira United Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852  
The Gathering Church  

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 
1st Congregational Church of Toulon   

Pastor Dan Wright, Youth Leader Michelle West 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 

(309) 286-4901, Leave Message. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in-person or 

watch us live at https://facebook.comfcctoulon  
 

Galva Congregational Church  
Pastor Josh Ryner 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 
 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  

"faith in truth" 
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
 Wyoming Nazarene Church  

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz  

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ  

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
 Toulon First Baptist Church  

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
 Hill Church 

Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 
107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 

Sundays 10 a.m. (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 
HillChurchFamily.org 

Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 
 St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Rev. Linda Strader  

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org 

 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Interim Pastor Randy Swanson 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. worship 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
              10:15 a.m. worship (Winter schedule) 
             9:15 a.m. worship (Summer schedule—Memorial Day through Labor Day) 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

  
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES
Donald G. Martin 

   BRADFORD – Donald Gene Mar-
tin, 89, of Bradford, Ill,. passed away 
Monday, April 4, 2022, on his late 
daughter’s birthday, at OSF St. Fran-
cis Medical Center, Peoria, Ill.  
   He was born Sept.10, 1932, in 
Princeton, Ill., the son of Robert and 
Mary (Sullivan) Martin.   
   Gene married Nancy Alexander on 
Sept. 10, 1955, at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Tiskilwa. She survives in 
Bradford.  
   He is also survived by 6 children, 
Lucinda Jenkins of Campbellsville, 
Kent., Rhonda (Roy) Keller and Wil-
liam Martin of Sarasota, Fla., Donald 
Martin, Jr. of Bradford, Joseph 
(Karen) Martin of Englewood, Fla., 
and Linda (Dean) Bailey of Camp 
Grove, Ill.; 12 grandchildren, Carla 
Bearup, Jessica (Aaron) Ward, Krista 
(Rob) Albrecht, Dustin Martin, Cor-
bin Martin, MaKayla Martin, Britnee 
(Mitchell) Spetsios, Kayla Martin, 
Shannon Martin, Erika Bailey, Chris-
topher Bailey, and Nicholas Bailey; 5 
great-grandchildren: Noah, Alivia, 
Blake, Audra and Bryant; 1 sister, 
Ruth Ann Maybry of Missouri; and 
his special chihuahua, Cora.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents; one daughter, Patricia Mar-
tin; two sons-in law, Richard Jenkins 
and Willie Martin; and one brother, 
Robert Martin, Jr., in infancy.  
   Gene attended Bradford Schools 
before enlisting in the United States 
Navy.  
   He was a truck driver throughout 
his life. He started his career helping 
his father at Martin and Son Trucking 
and eventually retiring from Bosch 
Trucking. After retiring from truck-
ing he mowed many lawns in the 
Bradford area.  
   Gene enjoyed listening to music, 
hanging out in his garage, and cruis-
ing the back roads with his dog, 
Cora.  
   Cremation rites will be accorded 
and a memorial mass will be held at 
11 a.m. Monday, April 11, 2022, at 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
Bradford with Father John Cyr, offi-
ciating. A visitation will be held from 
9:30-11 a.m. Monday, April 11, 
2022, at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, Bradford.  
   Memorials may be directed to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital or 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 
Bradford.  
   Online condolences may be sent to 
www.grant-johnsonfh.com. 

 Janice K. Bowen 
   GALVA – Janice K. McCurdy 
White Bowen passed away peace-
fully surrounded 
by her sons on 
Feb. 25, 2022. She 
was 82 years old, 
born June 3, 1939. 
   Graveside serv-
ices will be held at 
the Galva Ceme-
tery on Saturday, 
April 9, 2022, at 
11 a.m. with a Celebration of Life at 

the Galva First Baptist Church to 
follow. 
   The family is inviting all family 
and friends to come to the Celebra-
tion of Life to share love and stories 
of Janice.  

Lynne Myhre 
   BISHOP HILL – Lynne Myhre, 
83, of Bishop Hill, died Saturday, 
April 2, 2022, at her home. 
   Funeral services will be held at 1 
p.m., Friday, April 8, at Rux Funeral 
Home in Galva with Jeff Goard offi-
ciating. Visitation will be held one 
hour prior to the 
services at the fu-
neral home. Burial 
will be in Bishop 
Hill Cemetery. 
Memorials may be 
directed to the 
VASA Order of 
America in Bishop 
Hill or to Illinois 
Cancer Care in Galesburg. 
   Lynne was born Feb. 1, 1939, in 
Auburn, N.Y., the daughter of Walter 
and Evelyn (Winters) Miller. She 
married James VanArsdall in 1962, 
and they later divorced, and he 
passed away in 2017. She married 
Theodore A. “Ted” Myhre in 1978, 
and he preceded her in death in Dec. 
of 2004.  
   Survivors include her children, 
John (Joan) VanArsdall of Walnut 
Creek, Calif., and Debbie (Ray) 
Boyle of Lombard, Ill.; two grand-
children, R.J., and Gavin Boyle; 
three stepsons, David (Christine) 
Myhre of Sterling, Ill., Mike (Kim) 
Myhre of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 
Ted (Willow) Myhre Jr. of Sadorus, 
Ill.; step-grandchildren, Charity, 
Daniel, Sam, Matthew, Nathan 
(Diane), Ben (Sheena) Matthew 
(Diane), Mark, Joseph, Christian and 
Christina; two step-great grandchil-
dren, Wyatt and Elouise; and her 
nephew, Timothy (Nadine) Miller. 
She was also preceded in death by 
her parents and her brother, Walter. 
   Lynne had worked as a nurse in 
various hospitals. She was an avid 
knitter and a member of the VASA 
Order of America in Bishop Hill. 
She was a long-time member of the 
Midwest Electric Railway and the 
Old Threshers Association in Mt. 
Pleasant, Iowa. Lynne was a pas-
sionate fan of the Chicago Bears and 
Army West Point football. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

Donald N. Robertson 
   TOULON – Donald “Don” N. 
Robertson, 61, of 
Toulon, formerly 
of Galva, died Fri-
day, April 1, 2022, 
at his home. Don 
was born Feb. 15, 
1961, in Los An-
geles, Calif., the 
son of Rev. Byron 
and Donna (Ed-
wards) Robertson. 
He graduated from Galva High 

School with the class of 1979. Don 
married Joy V. McDaniel on July 
29, 1998, in Toulon; she survives.  
   Don is also survived by his 
mother; two children, Renee (Tom 
Nelson) Johnson, Toulon, Charles 
(Rachel) Manning, Washburn, Ill.; 
grandson, Maverick Manning; 
siblings, Loraine Splear, Geneseo, 
Dawn (Rob) Bowman, Santa Cruz, 
Calif.; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death 
by his father; and a brother-in-law, 
Sam Splear. 
   Don worked in quality control 
with Elecsys Inc, Pekin. He worked 
for Bryton in West Jersey before 
Elecsys, Inc. Don was a diehard 
Cubs, Bears and Chicago Black-
hawks fan. He was on a pool and 
bowling league. He enjoyed fishing 
and camping at Hook and Bullet.  
   Visitation will be from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m., Saturday, April 9, 2022, at 
Schueneman-Tumbleson Funeral 
Home. Memorial services will be at 
12 p.m., Saturday, April 9, 2022, at 
the funeral home. Pastor Andrew 
Christman will officiate. Burial will 
be in Pleasant View Cemetery.  
   Memorials may be made to Henry 
County Humane Society, Kewanee.  
   Please leave an online condolence 
for Don’s family at www.schuene-
mantumblesonfuneralhome.com.  
Marilyn and Clifford Steward 

   GALVA – Marilyn Ann (Ingle) 
Steward was born on Dec. 6, 1932, 
in Kewanee, Ill., to Ora and Thalia 
Ingle and passed away on Jan. 15, 
2020. Clifford Eugene Steward was 
born on Sept. 16, 1931, in Oneida, 
Ill., to Clifford and Myrtle (Murry) 
Steward and 
passed away on 
Sept. 10, 2021. 
   A memorial serv-
ice will be held on 
Sunday, April 10, 
at 1 p.m. at Rux 
Funeral Home in 
Galva, Ill. Fol-
lowed by a recep-
tion at the Galva 
American Legion at 3 p.m. 
   They are survived by their sons, 
Ronald (Barbara) and Steven Stew-
ard; two granddaughters, Katie 
(Greg) and Sarah (Rocky); eight 
great-grandchildren; and sister, Geri 
McLaughlin. They are preceded in 
death by their parents; siblings; son, 
Eugene; and great-grandson Josiah. 
   Gene and Marilyn were teenage 
sweethearts. They were married on 
June 3, 1950, and had three sons. To-
gether they built a life of love, 
family, farming, toy shows and 
travel. After 31 years of farming 
south of Galva, they retired to Ze-
phyrhills, Fla., where they were 
blessed to become grandparents and 
enjoy life with a family they loved! 
   They enjoyed the adventures of 
travel and Marilyn greeted every 
stranger as an instant friend. Their 
hard work, dedication, enjoyment of 
retirement and the love they had for 
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each other are an inspiration. Over 
the years, they took turns taking care 
of each other. Neither of them com-
plained, but considered it an honor to 
be growing old together. 
   They are truly missed. The love 
they had for us all will always be 
with us, and we look forward to 
being together with them again. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

Joan M. Thomas 
   WYOMING – Joan Marie 
Thomas, 87, of Peoria Heights, 
formerly of Wyoming, passed away 
at 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 29, 
2022, at OSF St. Francis Medical 
Center in Peoria. 
   Joan was born 
on Aug. 25, 1934, 
in Peoria, the 
daughter of D. 
Hamilton, Sr. and 
Marjorie E. (Kil-
ley) Hickey. She 
was formerly mar-
ried to Gordon 
Thomas, the 
father of her daughters, for 32 
years.  
   Surviving are two daughters, Re-
becca Sue (Greg) Abbott of Peoria 
and Anne Marie (Jim) Mercer of 
Wyoming; four grandchildren, 
Christi (Dan) Foster, Scott (Lilly 
Burton) Abbott, Eric Mercer and 
Lindsay (Nate) Phillips; seven 
great-grandchildren, Daniel Foster, 
Liam Mercer, Kerrington Mercer, 
Emersyn Phillips, Jude Phillips, 
Hunter Abbott and Marida Abbott; 
four sisters, Suzanne Krause of Cal-
ifornia, Janet Dean of Washington, 
Anne Rutledge of Peoria and Terry 
Abercrombie of Peoria; one sister-
in-law, Anita Allen; and many 

nieces and nephews who she cared 
for deeply.  
   She was preceded in death by one 
brother, David Hamilton Hickey Jr.; 
and two sisters, Shirlee Von Bergan 
and Patricia Ringland.  
   Joan worked in collections and 
banking throughout the Peoria and 
Jacksonville, Fla., areas. She was 
proud to be a United States Navy 
wife, and member of the Catholic 
faith. She loved gardening or as she 
would say, “playing in the dirt,” 
playing cards with her sisters, and 
was an avid fan of college sports. 
Her true joy came from time spent 
time with her family, especially 
with her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 
   An informal gathering of family 
and friends will be from 4-6 p.m. 
Saturday, April 9, 2022, at Haskell 
Funeral & Cremation Services in 
Wyoming.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to Pets for Seniors in Peoria 
or St. Jude Midwest Affiliate.  
   Condolences may be left for 
Joan’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Elsie J. VanVooren 
   ATKINSON – Elsie J. VanVooren, 
93, of Atkinson, Ill., passed away 
on March 30, 2022, at Allure of 
Geneseo. Private 
family services 
will be held with 
Vandemore Fu-
neral Home and 
Crematory-Atkin-
son Chapel. She 
will be laid to rest 
at St. Anthony’s 
Cemetery in At-
kinson. In lieu of 
flowers and gifts, Elsie’s wishes 
were to have memorial donations 

go to the Elsie VanVooren Memo-
rial Fund to be distributed to her fa-
vorite charities.  
   Elsie was born on Jan. 27, 1929, 
in Atkinson, the daughter of Camiel 
and Rosalie (Galle) Mille. She mar-
ried Royce F. VanVooren on April 
18, 1953, and he preceded her in 
death in 2015.  
   Elsie and her siblings were the 
first American born children in her 
family.  
   Elsie was a member of St. An-
thony’s Catholic Church and the 
Altar and Rosary Society. Also, the 
Henry County Farm Bureau and 
Catholic Order of Foresters.  
   She loved antiquing, crocheting, 
reading Danielle Steel books, 
watching the birds and collecting 
depression glass, glass baskets and 
Isabelle Blooms. Elsie enjoyed 
going to her grandchildren’s various 
sporting events and activities, and 
was an avid Chicago Bears fan. 
   She is survived by her children, 
Karen Anderson of Galva, Sandra 
Henson of Peoria and James (Beth) 
VanVooren of Aledo; grandchildren; 
Carl J. (Rhonda Blakey) Anderson, 
Dale L. (Courtney) Anderson, 
Emma M. (Andrew Latimer) Van-
Vooren and Becca E. VanVooren; 
sisters-in-law, Mary Margaret (Tom 
Herm) Susman and Bonnie (Ron) 
Obrecht; and all her loving nieces 
and nephews and their families.  
   Elsie was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband; siblings, 
Helen Demanes Kreighbaum, Jo-
seph Mille, Dorothy Hallas and in-
fant brother, Leonard Mille; 
son-in-law, Dennis Anderson; and 
one infant grandson, Matthew An-
derson.

Thomas

VanVooren
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Stark Co. boys win Wethersfield Invite

By JEFF LAMPE 
and PHIL JOHNSON 

For The Prairie News 
   KEWANEE – The Stark County 
boys track team placed first and the 
girls were second in team results at 
Monday’s Wethersfield Open. 
   Stark County had a top-two fin-
isher in every boys event except the 
long jump, in which the Rebels 
swept third through fifth. 
   Keagan Newton won in four 
events for the Rebels: the 110 hur-
dles (18.55), 300 hurdles (47.12), 
high jump (5 feet, 6 inches) and tri-
ple jump (40-5). 
   Other event winners for Stark 
County included Alex Welch in the 
3,200 (11:55.14) and Blake Orwig 
in shot put (51-6.5 inches) and dis-
cus (131-8). 
   Second-place finishers were: 
Colby Carroll in the 100 (11.95), 
200 (24.81) and 400 (54.57); Welch 
in the 800 (2:25.38); Arvid Steudte 
in the 100 hurdles (20.21) and 300 
hurdles (48.68); Colby Stotler in 
shot put (41-11.25); and the 4x100 
relay (49.09), 4x200 relay 
(1:45.93), 4x400 relay (3:59.22) 
and 4x800 relay (10:58.71). 
   Top finisher for Galva was senior 
Jacob Pierce, third in shot put (39-
6.5) and fourth in discus (102-6.25). 
   In girls competition, Lindley 
Johnston won in three events for 
Stark County: the high jump (5-4), 
200 (27.28) and 400 (1:03.39). The 

Lady Rebels also won the 4x800 
relay (11:01.06). 
   Second-place finishers included: 
Paige Rewerts in the 800 (2:44.86), 
Ashley Orrick in the 1,600 
(6:01.69) and 1,600 (6:01.69), and 
Lauren Orwig in shot put (30-10). 
   Freshman Addie Moore was top 
placer for Galva with a third in high 
jump (4-4). 
   Today is the Dale Collis Invite at 
Galva, with first events set for 4 
p.m. 

Stark County Baseball 
   Knoxville was a tough customer 
for Stark County (0-5) on March 29 
an 11-0 non-conference road loss. 
The hosts started out with five in 
the first and didn’t look back, in-
cluding hitting three round trippers. 
   For the Rebels Ryan Hillan had 
the only hit, a double. Avery Whit-
tle pitched for SCHS, yielding 
seven hits, six earned runs and 
striking out four. 
   Stark County next goes against 
Lincoln Trail Conference rival West 
Central at home today.     

Stark County Softball 
   The Lady Rebels fell to 0-4 on 
Monday with a 15-2 loss at home 
against Peoria Christian. 
   Stark County’s highlight came in 
the bottom of the second, when 
Payten Hillier tied the game, 2-2, 
with a two-run double. She finished 
2-for-3. Other Lady Rebels with 
hits were Olivia Orwig, Hayley Gil-

lam, Anissia Rucker, Hailey Peter-
son and Lauren Best. 

Galva Softball 
   Galva (2-1) found its hitting stride 
Monday in a 21-5 win at Midland. 
   The Lady Wildcats rapped out 13 
hits in three innings and scored 13 
in the first. Taylor Haga led the way 
with a home run, two hits and three 
RBI. Ava Anderson had a triple and 
double and two RBI and scored 
three times. Lexi Stone, Sarah 
Kaiser, Kendall Rodgers also put up 
two hits in the win. 
   Haga allowed two hits and fanned 
four on the mound and Libby An-
derson struck out the side in her one 
inning of relief. 

Galva Baseball 
   Galva (0-2) fell 9-4 to Midland at 
Varna on Monday in a non-confer-
ence meeting. 
   “We showed some positives for 
our second game,” Galva coach Van 
White said. “Our hitting showed 
good signs, and our pitchers threw 
well. Our defense was problematic, 
that our errors were costly.” 
   Talon Hull pitched four innings 
for the Wildcats, striking out eight. 
Tyler Piester relieved, striking out 
two.  
   Hull batted 3-for-4 with two 
stolen bases. Jaxson Meier hit 2 for 
4 with two RBI. T.J. Conner had a 
2-for-4 on the day, adding an RBI.
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