
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – Stark County School 
District is considering purchasing a new 
truck with a snowplow attached to re-
move snow at the school campuses. The 
board of education approved Superin-
tendent Brett Elliott’s exploration of 
“the cost and the purchase of a new 
truck and plow for snow removal.” 
    The school district let bids last month 
for snow removal and received no bids, 
which prompted the board’s action to 
approve Elliott’s search for snow remo-
val equipment. If a truck and plow are 
approved for purchase, then the snow re-
moval would become the responsibility 
of the district’s maintenance director. 
   In a related item, the board approved 
the adoption of the 2022-23 Snow 
Day/Emergency Day procedures remain 
the same as last year. 
   Elliott said that if the tax levy exceeds 
five percent from the previous year, then 
the school district would be required to 
hold a Truth in Taxation Hearing prior to 
submitting the fiscal year 2023 levy. El-
liott pointed out that the district usually 
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Toulon lift station delayed again, awaiting electronic parts
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – After approx-
imately one and a half months of 
progress on a long-awaited lift 
station project, action has 
screeched to a halt.  
   According to City Engineer 
Farnsworth Group representa-
tive, Zach Knight, Stark Exca-
vating has “completed the 
mainline excavation and installa-
tion” of the sewer sanitary lift 
station project. Stark began in 

late August trenching the line for 
pipe installation south of the 
Prairie and Whittaker Streets in-
tersection and also east and north 
from that point. 
   Knight stated that Stark Exca-
vating is “held up waiting for 
[electronic] parts” for the lift sta-
tion unit. Knight said, “The delay 
will be until winter [December], 
but that anything that can be 
done in regards to restoration – 
pavement, cleanup, they’ll do ev-
erything they can. Pressure test-

ing was done [Oct. 11] and is 
going very well. There will be a 
final test where they pull a pre-
formed insert through the pipe to 
make sure it hasn’t settled.” 
   Residents are not to hook up to 
the piping yet, although one res-
ident did and it effected the pres-
sure testing negatively. Residents 
will have to go to City Hall and 
fill out a form in order to prop-
erly hookup to the sanitary sewer 
system. 
   In other business at its recent 

meeting, the Toulon City Council 
discussed the new water tower 
grant, but took no action. A re-
port is needed by today, Oct. 21, 
that updates the previous reports 
submitted regarding water pres-
sure readings, etc. The City is 
planning on meeting that request 
for the grant application.  
   If approved, Toulon will re-
place the current water tower 
with a new tower that has more 
storage capacity, which is needed 
according to past studies. 

   The council approved Hallo-
ween hours for Oct. 31, from 5-7 
p.m. Also approved was vacating 
LaFayette Street to resident Kyle 
Wallace who lives on West Clin-
ton Street. The property will be-
come part of Wallace’s driveway. 
   City Attorney Rob McCoy, 
who filled in for Kate Carter, 
said during his report that two or-
dinance violators who were 
taken to court in the past and 
found guilty of “maintaining a 
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Wyoming 
waste water 

project begins 
Moonlight Madness 

parade route changed
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News   
   WYOMING – The City Council 
heard Monday that work is underway 
on the water and wastewater plant. 
   Water and Wastewater Plant Oper-
ator Greg McCauley reported that 
work has started on renovating the 
plant. McCauley said that the old sand 
filters are now offline and will be re-
moved in the near future. 
    The council approved a second pay-
ment to Leander Construction in the 
amount of $9,342 for work connected 
with the wastewater treatment plant. 
Also, a payment of $61,000 to Farns-
worth Group, Inc. was approved for 
construction engineering costs. 
   The council also approved changing 
the route for the Moonlight Madness 
Celebration Parade, as presented by 
State Bank of Toulon reprsentative 
Jodie Dienst. The parade will assemble 
and line up at Duryea Park and travel 
west on Williams Street to the four-way 

Continued on Page 2 Continued on Page 6

BANDITS ABOUND

Raccoon 
numbers  

on the rise
By GRETCHEN STEELE 

For The Prairie News   
  Raccoons: Love them or 
hate them, Illinois has 
plenty!  
   If it seems as though there 
are plenty of masked ban-
dits in Illinois, that’s be-
cause there are. Raccoons 
are found in every county 
in greater numbers than 
when European settlers first 
arrived.  
   No wonder almost 
anyone you talk with – in 
the city or country – has at 
least one raccoon encounter 
tale to tell.  
   According to the Illinois 
Department of Natural Re-
sources, “The number of 
raccoons in Illinois has in-
creased dramatically since 
the 1930s.” Populations of 
9-45 racoons per square 
mile are common in Illi-
nois, with fall estimates of 

more than 100 raccoons per 
square mile in parts of 
Cook, Kane, and McHenry 
counties. 
   Stan McTaggart, IDNR 
wildlife diversity program 
manager, tells us that based 
on survey data for spotlight 
and roadkill counts from 
1981-2022 show a slow 
and relatively steady in-
crease. 
   Anecdotally, many 
hunters, wildlife watchers 
and folks who have issues 
with nuisance raccoons 
might be more inclined to 
proclaim that there’s a pop-
ulation explosion.  

   When asked about this 
perception of a population 
explosion and any concerns 
related to the perception of 
population gains, McTag-
gart said, “ We do not have 
data at a fine enough scale 
to show this. Artificially 
high populations are gen-
erally stabilized by disease 
and/or starvation if animals 
exceed the carrying capac-
ity of their habitat.  
   “Some people are willing 
to tolerate more wildlife 
than others. Some people 
love seeing raccoons, etc., 
and unfortunately, feed 

A young raccoon attempts to dry off after a rain shower. Racoon 
numbers are on the rise in Illinois. Photo by Gretchen Steele.
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stop intersection. There the parade 
will turn to the north on Seventh 
Street and travel to Park Street. The 
parade will travel east on Park Street 
until it returns to Duryea Park. This 
year’s theme is “Candyland.” The 
event is scheduled for Nov. 18 with 
the parade starting at 8 p.m. 
   According to Superintendent Joe 
Kinsella’s written report, playground 
equipment has arrived and been in-
stalled at Duryea Park. The council 
was informed that additional equip-
ment for toddlers has been installed 
at Thomas Park. 
   The council approved the Down-
town Beautification Program grant of 

$3,000 to be paid to Stark County 
Assets (Keith Ratcliff). The grant 
was approved on Sept. 20, 2022. 
Also approved was an ordinance 
continuing the health insurance cov-
erage for city employees from H&M 
Blue Cross – Blue Shield at an 8.02 
percent increase. 
   Land measuring 20 feet by 105 feet 
has been vacated by the City of Wyo-
ming located at 100 N. Galena Road. 
The land was sold to Nancy Whaley 
for $1,500. She intends to have a 
ramp built to access her home. 
  Michael Schott was approved to de-
velop a city website for a cost be-
tween $620 and $1,040. There will 
be an annual fee of approximately 

$1,330 to monitor, host and update 
the website in the future. 
    Lighting has been completed by 
Ameren on Main Street and on Van 
Buren, near the school located there. 
Also LED light bulbs have been in-
stalled at various downtown loca-
tions. 
    The Wyoming City Council has 
adopted a consent agenda for its 
meetings. This means that little to no 
discussion happens during the coun-
cil’s monthly meetings. Considera-
tion of ordinances are brought forth 
and voted for approval. Packet infor-
mation is distributed prior to the 
meeting to inform council members 
about ordinances up for a vote.
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WYOMING: Beautification project approved

nuisance” have failed to pay their 
fines and costs. The violators have 
been turned over to a collection 
agency. 
   McCoy said that the property at 
413 E. Jefferson St. that was going 
to be developed has been put on 
hold. Mayor Larry Hollis indicated 
that demolition of the house at that 
location will probably occur. 

   Bids to construct a maintenance 
shed at the city’s sewer plant loca-
tion were opened and Kenny Mus-
selman’s bid of $27,000 was 
approved. A 32-foot by 40-foot 
shed is to be built to house city 
equipment. 
   Signs will be posted at and near 
the intersection of Jefferson and 
Union streets warning of weight re-
strictions there because of a col-

lapsing culvert. Recommendations 
are to replace the culvert as soon as 
possible. 
   The farm lease was approved for 
another three years. Also approved 
was the purchase of an electrical 
backup generator from RAB Elec-
tric for $8,700 for the citymainte-
nance shed located at the sewer 
plant.

Continued from Page 1
TOULON: Culvert creates weight limits
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   10-8 - Cole M. Merriman - Driving 
11-14 mph above limit. 
   10-8 - Kaleigh B. Hoard - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
   10-7 - Felony - Kenneth D. Curry - 
Possession of a controlled substance. 
   10-17 - Felony - Tex H. Anderson - 
Reckless discharge of a firearm and 
aggravated assault/use of a deadly 
weapon. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   10-10 – Authorities towed an aban-
doned vehicle located along 400N 
east of 1000E and impounded it.  
   10-10 – Clayton L. Mullens, 22, 
Brimfield, was cited for driving on 
an expired registration.  
   10-12 – Randy W. Newton, of rural 
Toulon reported the theft of several 
items missing from his residence. 
The incident remains under investi-
gation.  
   10-14 – Jose A. Luna-Hernandez, 
30, Plainfield, was arrested for driv-
ing while his license was suspended, 
driving with no insurance, and speed-
ing 56 mph in a 45 zone. Luna-Her-
nandez was also found wanted on 
warrants in both Henry County and 
LaSalle counties. He posted a com-
bined total cash bond of $950 and 
was released with new court dates to 
appear.  
   10-14 – Zachary D. Jacobson, 32, 
Buda, was arrested and cited for fai-
lure to stop at a four-way stop inter-
section, failure to wear a seat belt, 
illegal transportation of alcohol by a 
driver, and illegal transportation of 
adult use cannabis in a vehicle. He 
posted $250 cash bond and was re-
leased with a court date to appear.  
   10-14 – Tamara L. Schwab, 45, 
Chicago, was ticketed for speeding 
86 mph in a 55 zone and for driving 
with no insurance.  
   10-14 – Tynesha R. Smith, 34, Peo-
ria, was arrested for driving while her 
license was suspended and was cited 
for illegal transportation of adult use 
cannabis and speeding 66 mph in a 
55 zone. She was also wanted on a 
Peoria County warrant. Smith posted 
$550 cash bond and was released.  
   10-15 – Mauricio Barragan-Tello, 
33, Hazelwood, Mo., was taken into 
custody and cited for illegal transpor-
tation of alcohol by a driver, driving 
on a suspended license, driving with-
out a valid registration and speeding 
70 mph in a 55 zone. He posted $250 
bond and was released.  
   10-15 – Alvin S. Ballard Jr., 44, 
Kewanee, was arrested for speeding 
64 mph in a 55 zone and for driving 
on a revoke driver’s license. Also ar-
rested in the same traffic stop was 
Elizabeth L. Dailey, 34, Kewanee, 
charged with illegal transportation of 
alcohol and illegal transportation of 
adult use cannabis. She was also 
found wanted on a Henry County 
warrant. Ballard posted $250 cash 
bond and was released with a court 
date to appear. Dailey posted $250 
cash bond on her Stark County 
charges and $200 cash bond on the 
Henry County warrant before being 
released with court dates to appear.  
   10-15 – Tex H. Anderson, 71, Ho-
pedale, was arrested for unlawful dis-
charge of a firearm and aggravated 
unlawful use of a weapon. He re-
mains in custody at the Stark County 

Jail awaiting a court appearance.  
   10-15 – A possible battery com-
plaint was reported to authorities by a 
resident in the 500 block of N. 
Galena Ave. in Wyoming. The inci-
dent remains under investigation 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   10-10 - to the 900 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a report involving criminal 
damage to property.  
   10-10 - along with Galva Fire De-
partment to the 500 block of NW 
10th St. for a vehicle on fire.  
   10-10 - After completing follow up 
on a motorcycle that fled from Galva 
officers on Oct. 8, the driver, Barry 
Cox, 57, Kewanee, was arrested for 
aggravated fleeing or attempting to 
elude police, speeding 84 in a 55mph 
zone, defective exhaust, no eye pro-
tection while driving motorcycle, 
reckless driving, operating a vehicle 
displaying expired Illinois registra-
tion, speeding 118 in a 55 mph zone, 
violation of classification, operating 
an uninsured vehicle, speeding 35 in 
a 30mph zone and resisting or ob-
structing a police officer. He was re-
leased with a required court date.  
   10-11 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a welfare check. The subject 
was transported by ambulance.  
   10-11 - to NE 1st Ave. for a suici-
dal juvenile complaint.  
   10-11 - After a traffic stop in the 
300 block of SE 2nd St., Mary 
Booth, 38, Galva, was arrested for 
driving while license suspended. She 
was released with a court date.  
   10-12 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. to check the welfare of a subject.  
Officer forced entry and found a sub-
ject who had fallen several days ear-
lier. They were transported by 
ambulance.  
   10-12 - to meet a resident in the 
200 block of NE 5th Ave. in refer-
ence to the theft of a catalytic con-
verter from a vehicle parked there.  
     10-12 - to the 600 block of N. 
Center Ave. for a single vehicle vs 
tree limb accident with damage only. 
   10-13 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. to check the welfare of a subject.  
The subject was found on the floor-
and was transported by ambulance.  
   10-14 - to a residence on Front St. 
in reference to a subject who thought 
they may have been drugged. They 
were transported by ambulance.  
   10-14 - After a traffic stop in the 
200 block of SE 6th Ave, a 17-year-
old juvenile from Milan was arrested 
for not having a valid driver’s li-
cense, having an open vehicle title 
and not using headlights when re-
quired. Subject was released to a 
guardian with a required court date.  
   10-15 - to a business on Front St. to 
remove an unwanted customer.   
   10-15 - Officer was advised of a 
possible water main break in the 300 
block of NW 1st Ave.  he Galva 
Water Department was contacted .  
   10-15 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. to check the welfare of a subject 
having a mental health crisis. They 
were transported by ambulance.  
   10-15 - to a residence on SE 1st St. 
to remove two unwanted subjects.   
   10-15 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 100 block of NE 4th Ave., 
Dequante Carson, 30, Galesburg, 
was arrested for driving while license 
suspended and operating an unin-
sured vehicle. He was released with a 
required court date.  
   10-15 - to the 500 block of NW 
11th St. for a complaint involving ha-
rassing text messages.  

   10-16 - Officer went to a residence 
in the 700 block of NW 1st Ave. to 
locate a wanted subject. As a result, 
Lacey Nordeen, 24, Kewanee, was 
arrested on a Henry County warrant 
for failing to appear on the charges of 
driving while license suspended, 
DUI-drugs and speeding. She was 
unable to post bond and was trans-
ported to the Henry County jail.  
   10-16 - After a traffic stop in the 
600 block of W. Division St., Ra-
shaud Harris, 30, Galesburg, was ar-
rested for not having a valid driver’s 
license, defective exhaust and failure 
to secure a child in a proper child re-
straint system. He also had a Stark 
County warrant for failure to appear 
on a charge of driving suspended. He 
was able to post bond and was re-
leased with a court date. A passenger, 
Paige Yocum, 23, Galesburg, was ar-
rested on a Stark County warrant for 
failing to appear on the charge of op-
erating an uninsured vehicle. She 
posted bond and was released .   
   10-10 - Cash Jenkins, 18, Galva, is-
sued a citation for disobeying a stop 
sign in the 300 block of NW 1st St.  
   10-11 - Casey Brose, 41, Cam-
bridge, issued a citation for operating 
a vehicle with expired registration in 
the 800 block of NW 1st Ave.  
   10-11 - Joseph Joutras, 68, Joliet, 
issued a citation for speeding in the 
800 block of N. Center Ave.  
   10-15 - Souzannah Bouounis, 39, 
Oswego, issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1200 block of SE 2nd St.  
   10-15 - Trimaine Carson, 29, Mon-
mouth, issued a citation for having 
expired registration in the 100 block 
of SE 2nd Street.  
   10-16 - Ismael Lopez, 54, Nepon-
set, issued a citation for speeding in 
the 200 block of SE 2nd Street.  
Peoria County report 
   10-11 – Krystopher R. Williams, 
31, of Edelstein was arrested at 10 
a.m. Oct. 11 and accused of driving 
on a suspended license, according to 
the Peoria County Sheriff’s Office. 
Property Transfers 
   10-11 - Jeffrey C. and Kathleen M. 
Nelson to Orwig Properties, LLC - 
Musselman’s Subdivision of SE 1/4 
19-13-6 - Pt Lots 1 & 2 - 104 S. East 
St., Toulon - Consideration = $15,000. 
   10-11 - Kelly Garland & Kelly 
Wheeler to Patrick Allen & Sheila 
Rose Goforth - Pt 11-14-7 NE - 
16920 Township Rd., 1692N, Brad-
ford - Consideration = $6,000. 
   10-12 - Brian and Jeffrey Hanley to 
Green Gables, Inc. - Pt Lt 48 - 26-14-
7 NE & Pts 26-14-7 NW - 16488 
State Rte. 40, Bradford - Considera-
tion = $200,000. 
   10-12 - Betty A. Hoy to Jon Warner 
- Foster’s Add’n Block D Lot 6 - 305 
First St., Bradford - Consideration = 
$20,000. 
   10-13 - Jesus Cardenas III to Kan-
dice A. O’Malley - Pt 30-12-7 NW - 
12451 S. Valley Rd., Princeville - 
Consideration = $166,000. 
   10-14 - Beth K. Taheri to Lynville 
M. & Ruth D. Eberle - Pt 24-12-5 
SW - 5147 Township Rd. 800 N Tou-
lon - Consideration = $182,000. 
   10-14 - Jeffery R. Pittman to Doug-
las W. & Lynda D. Gibreath - Origi-
nal Town of Toulon - Pt block 8 lots 
1 & 4 - 118 N. Miller St., Toulon - 
Consideration = $100,000. 
Marriage 
   10-12 - Dustin Eugene Hegwood 
and Chelsea Nicole Popejoy - both  
of Kewanee.
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them. Others see one raccoon around 
their home and feel that it’s a prob-
lem. The most common nuisance 
wildlife concern we hear about is 
property damage from raccoons. 
They are pretty savvy, and once they 
figure out where to find food and 
shelter near people, especially where 
they are being fed – the bad behav-
iors are almost impossible to 
change.”  
   The 2018 Nuisance Wildlife Report 
shows there were 19,043 raccoons 
handled by individuals with nuisance 
permits.  
   Concerns about the steady rise of 
raccoon numbers go beyond nui-
sances and property damage. Rac-
coons may carry diseases such as 
parvovirus and distemper that could 
conceivably be transmitted to domes-
tic pets.  
   “Raccoons are like many wildlife 
species that can carry zoonosis or 
diseases found in wildlife that can be 
transmitted to people (and pets). It is 
important to take basic precautions 
when handling or cooking wildlife 
and to keep all pets current on vacci-
nations. More information can be 
found in the Disease and Public 
Health section of 
wildlifeillinois.org.” 
   It’s also wise to think about your 
property and surroundings regarding 
“raccoon proofing.”  
   Here are some simple tips courtesy 
of Wildlife Illinois: 
   • Remove tree branches that over-
hang the roof to limit access to chim-

neys or attics. 
   • Do not leave pet food outside 
overnight. 
   • Store garbage in metal or rugged 
plastic containers with tight-fitting 
lids. It may be necessary to secure 
the cover with wire or a clamp. 
   • Close dumpster lids each night.  
   • Attach heavy-duty chimney caps 
at the top of the chimneys. 
   • Repair holes and close all open-
ings to attics. Make sure all raccoons 
are out of the building before sealing 
openings.  
   If all of your best measures fail, the 
raccoon will have to be removed. To 
remove the raccoon yourself, you 
need a permit from an IDNR district 
wildlife biologist. If you don’t want 
to trap yourself, contact a nuisance 
wildlife control operator.  
   No discussion about raccoons is 
complete without discussing coon 
hunting and trapping – which seem 
to be dying arts.  
   In 1980 there were an estimated 
43,460 coon hunters in Illinois. In 
2020 there were just an estimated 
4,776.  
   Coon season opens Nov. 10 and 
runs through Feb. 15. Hunting is al-
lowed 24 hours per day, except for 
archery hunting of raccoons, which is 
limited to one-half hour before sun-
rise to one-half hour after sunset dur-
ing archery deer season. 
   Trapping license sales aren’t quite 
as low as one might think, despite the 
disastrous drop in fur prices that has 
sidelined many would-be coon 
trappers who say it’s not worth the 

effort right now. 
   Even so, in 2021, Illinois sold 
6,580 trapping licenses. The all-time 
high for trapping licenses was  
21,407 in 1979, and the all-time low 
was 2,130 in 2000. Raccoon trapping 
season in Illinois is Nov. 10 to Feb. 
15. 
   McTaggart stressed that recre-
ational fur-trapping (and hunting 
when and where it is allowed) is the 
preferred method to deal with nui-
sance furbearer issues. Trapping can 
help control a local population of ani-
mals and, in some cases, reduce the 
number of nuisance complaints.  
   Legal trapping can occur 100 yards 
from an occupied dwelling without 
permission of the occupants, closer 
with permission, as long as there are 
no municipal ordinances prohibiting 
trapping. 
   To learn more about raccoon hunt-
ing/trapping and how to get started, 
seek out a local coon club by visiting 
the website coonhuntingclub.com. 
The Illinois Learn to Hunt program 
or the Illinois Trappers Association 
are also excellent sources of informa-
tion.  
   Let’s not forget raccoons are also a 
tasty game animal for some. My own 
Uncle Leslie was famous for his bar-
bequed coon, and many a roaster full 
of the secret recipe was consumed at 
community and family events. 

Continued from Page 1

RACCOONS: Hunting, trapping start Nov. 10



Page 5www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • October 21, 2022   

We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE



holds a hearing “regard-
less of exceeding the five 
percent threshold.” The 
district is waiting for the 
latest EAV estimates from 
the county clerk. 
   The board heard a pres-

entation of the Annual 
Fiscal year 2022 audit 
from Gorenz Accounting. 
The overview had no 
findings and the board ap-
proved the audit. 
   Next month the board 
plans to award bids for 

the Junior High School’s 
parking lot expansion to 
the east toward the bus 
garage and the gymna-
sium painting bid. The 
board will also provide a 
school renovation update 
and have an update of the 
levy process. 
   The district is consider-
ing purchasing a 29-pas-
senger school bus because 
it would cost less than 
paying mileage overages 
that between $14,000 and 
$20,000. The increases 
are due to an increase in 
students at EXCEL, 
which increases the daily 
mileage for a leased 29-
passenger bus. 
   The district planned to 
honor Mr. Glenn Beall, a 
Wyoming graduate from 
the Class of 1952 for his 
accomplishments in the 
plastic field. Beall was to 
be inducted into the Stark 
County Alumni Hall of 
Fame yesterday, Oct. 20 
at the Glenn Buchert 
Gymnasium, in Toulon, at 
the high school campus. 
   The board approved: 
   • Rachel Bishop-Carroll 
and Sam Grigg as Toulon 
crossing guards. 
   • The resignation of Jim 
Langdon as high school 
assistant basketball coach. 
He was approved as an 
assistant coach for high 
school baseball.
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BRIEFS
Bradford Market Days 
deemed a success 
   BRADFORD – Volunteers of the 
Bradford Betterment Committee 
met Oct. 13 and heard that Market 
Days in September and October 
have proven to be greatly appreci-
ated by the community and deemed 
a success by the committee. The 
last Market Day for this year is Oct. 
22 in Hodges Park.  
   The committee was informed by a 
Bradford Village Board member 
that the BBC recommendation for 
stump removal on Main Street was 
denied. The BBC is putting Main 
Street beautification on hold until 
spring when the group will remove 
hostas for sale. 
   The BBC also heard that a recent 
bind and music event were succes-
ful. Other items discussed were 
pumpkin decorating at Courtyard on 

Oct. 22 at 1 p.m., Christmas dec-
orating of the parks and Main Street 
on Nov. 19 and BBC events for 
Bradford’s Old Fashioned Christ-
mas Dec. 3.  
   The BBC meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
the second Thursday of the month 
at the Bradford Library. Community 
members are welcome to join. 

– Angie Stange 
Stark County musicians 
accepted to festival 
   TOULON – The following Stark 
County musicians were accepted to 
the Illinois Music Educators District 
Festivals through a rigorous audition 
process: 
   JH Chorus – Rylee Bowen, Ronan 
Breese, Coley Johnston, Darilis Kno-
bloch, Julia Kronner, Isaac Macke, 
Anna Newby, Hallie Newton and 
Kamiyah Webster. 
   HS Chorus – Sarah Kraklow, Piper 
Tyree, Caleb Klemm, Jacob McCau-

ley and Mark Wagner. 
   HS Band – Lauren Best and Jack 
Colgan. 
   Jazz Band – Colgan. 
   These students will rehearse and 
perform at the festivals held on Nov. 
5 and 12. 

Ellis presents ghost 
stories in Bishop Hill 
   BISHOP HILL – Storyteller and 
author Brian “Fox” Ellis will take 
listeners on a tour around the world 
with scary stories from many lands 
on Saturday Oct. 22, at 6 p.m. The 
performance will be held at the 
campfire in the backyard of the 
Twinflower Inn, 110 N. Olson S. 
The program will move to the Com-
mons, 309 Bishop Hill Road in the 
event of inclement weather. 
   The event is free, but there is a 
suggested donation of $5 for chil-
dren and $10 for adults. 



 
• • • 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF 
ROGER F. MAPES, Deceased

No. 2022 PR 108 
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
ROGER F. MAPES. Letters of Office 
were issued on October 5, 2022, to 
Linda A. Mapes and Andrew F. 
Mapes as Independent Co-Execu-
tors whose attorneys are Barash & 
Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before April 22, 
2023. Any claim not filed by that 
date is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.  E-filing is 
now mandatory for documents in 
civil cases with limited exemptions.   
To e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
   Visit: 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor  
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 10/14, 10/21, 10/28/22 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CITY OF KEWANEE, ILLINOIS,  
an Illinois Municipal corporation,  

Case No. 22-MR-28K 
Plaintiff  
IN CHANCERY 
vs.
ESTATE OF MILDRED R. PROPP, 
LEGALINE,  
CORPORATE SERVICES, INC. 
GRANITE  
LIEN GROUP, LLC, HENRY 
COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, HEALTH-
CARE AND FAMILY SERVICES 
COLLECTIONS, AND CAROLE DO-
LIESLAGER
Defendants 

NOTICE OF DEMOLITION 
BY PUBLICATION 

   The requisite Affidavit for Publi-

cation having been filed, notice is 
hereby given to you, Legaline Cor-
porate Services, Inc and Granite 
Lien Group, all Non-Record Claim-
ants, and all Unknown Owners, De-
fendants in the above-entitled 
cause, that the above-entitled ac-
tion was filed and is now pending. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are 
identified above. 
   2. The name of the titleholder of 
record: Estate of Mildred R. Propp 
   3. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows: 
The South Thirty-five (35) feet of 
Lot Twelve (12) of Block Five (5) of 
Bauer’s Third Addition to the City 
of Kewanee, situated in the County 
of Henry, in the State of Illinois. 
   4. A common address or de-
scription of the location of the real 
estate is as follows: 916 N. Vine 
Street., Kewanee, IL 61443.  
   NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Defendants, Non-Record Claim-
ants, and Unknown Owners, file 
your answer to the Petition for 
Property Clean-Up and Lien in this 
cause or otherwise make your ap-
pearance therein, with the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, 401 E 3rd St, 
Kewanee, IL 61443, on or before 
30 days after the date of this publi-
cation, or a default may be entered. 

/s/ Terilyn A. Motley
Circuit Clerk 

Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W 2nd St 
Kewanee, IL 61443  
Phone:  309/852-5555 
Published 10/21, 10/28, 11/3/22 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

BUREAU COUNTY, ILLINOISI 
Estate of Gerald Todd Hinds, de-
ceased 

No. 2022-PR-71 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Gerald Todd Hinds. Letters of Ad-
ministration were issued on Sep-
tember 30, 2022 to Laurie M. 
Hinds, 5344 E. Street. Bradford, IL 
61421, as Independent Adminis-
trator, whose attorney is Michael E. 
Massie, PO Box 205, Galva, Illinois 
61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Bureau 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Princeton, Illinois 61356, or with 
the representative, or both, within 
six months from the date of first 
publication, the Bar Date, and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten days after it 
has been filed. 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
115 Northwest Third Avenue 
Galva, IL 61434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 10/21, 10/28, 11/3/22 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF  
ALBERT H. DAVIS, Deceased 

          No. 2022 PR 111  
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
ALBERT H. DAVIS. Letters of Office 
were issued on October 14, 2022, 
to Mariellen Davis as Independent 
Representative whose attorneys 
are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or be-
fore April 24, 2023. Any claim not 
filed by that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the repre-

sentative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.  E-
filing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must 
first create an account with an e-fil-
ing service provider.  
   Visit: 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor  
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 10/21, 10/28, 11/3/22 
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LYNN TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL TREASURER'S REPORT 

04/01/21  - 03/31/22 
 

Town, Cemetery, General Assistance, 
and Audit Funds 

Beginning Balance 4/01/21   $114,517.85 
REVENUE 
Real Estate Taxes                 $48,992.56 
Interest lncome                     147.21 
State of IL                             1,675.38 
Miscellaneous                       346.00 
Total Revenue                       51,161.15 
Total Funds Available            $165,679.00 
EXPENDITURES 
Accounting/Legal Fees          2,635.00 
Audit Expense                       3,675.00 
Dues & Fees                          569,85 
FICAMed Expense                 2,762.42 
Insurance                              375.00 

Local Assistance                   1,500.000 
Office Supplies & Postage    447.61 
Salaries                                 32,000.00 
Utilities                                  603.86 
Trustee Wages                      4,110.00 
Total Expenditures                48,678.74 
Ending Balance 3/31/22        $117,000.26 
 

Road & Bridge, Permanent Road, 
Insurance, Special Bridge, Building & 

Equipment Funds 
Beginning Balance 4/01/21   $393,039.56 
REVENUE 
Real Estate Taxes                 $92,960.36 
Interest Income                    356.33 
State of lL                             2,758.78 
Miscellaneous                      14,919.32 
Total Revenue                       110,994.79 
Total Funds Available            504,034.35 
EXPENDITURES 

Dues & Fees                          $152.78 
Equipment                            20,431.68 
FlCA/Med Expense                177.10  
Fuel & Oil                              8,660.73 
Insurance                              4,844.00 
Office Expense                      99.41 
Repairs & Maintenance         22,433.85 
Road Maintenance                600.00 
Supplies                                840.80 
Trucking                                14,483.79 
Wages                                   2,315.00 
Total Expenditures                75,039.14 
Ending Balance 3/31/22        428,995.21 
 
Expenditures In Excess of 52,500. 
Betcher Trucking lnc $10,357.47, 
Cavanaugh, Davies, Blackman & Cramblet 
lnc $3,675.00, Compton Accounting LLC 
$2635.00, Payroll Taxes $2,939.52, Martin 
Equipment $15,292.39, Ontario Township 

$20,000.00, Rask Transportation, 
$4,126.32, TOIRMA $4,844.00 
West Central FS $7,908.71 
Payroll Under $25,000.00:  
$6,425.00  
Jim Anderson, Nicholas Appell, Crystal 
Kitterman, Jeffrey O'Bryant, Randy 
Rumbold, Kyle Stevens, Timothy Thuline, 
Scott Walter 
Pavroll $25,00000 to $49,999.00: 
$32,000.00 
Nicholas George 
 
I, Crystal Kitterman, Supervisor of Lynn 
Township, Henry County, IL, do hereby 
certify that the above is a true copy of the 
Annual Treasurer's Report for the fiscal year 
April 1, 2021 through March 31, 2022. 

Crystal Kitterman, Supervisor 
Published 10/21/22



Page 9www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • October 21,    2022

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

Jane Blank 
   TOULON – Jane Blank, 95, of 
Toulon, passed away at 1:24 a.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 13, 2022, at her res-
idence in Courtyard Estates of 
Bradford.  
   Jane was born 
on Oct. 17, 1926, 
in Chandlerville, 
Ill., to Harry and 
May (Haxton) 
Newman. She 
married Wilbur 
Leo Blank on 
June 19, 1946, in 
Princeville. He preceded her in 
death on Jan. 1, 1997. 
   Surviving are five sons, Wayne 
(Caroline) Blank of Kewanee, Dean 
Blank of Kewanee, Carl Blank of 
Peoria, Allen (Mary) Blank of Bar-
rington, N.H., and Dale (Olivia) 
Blank of Riverview, Fla.; two 
daughters, Diana (Dennis) Walden 
of Corona, Calif., and Linda (Ken-
neth) Kunzman of Granbury, Texas; 

18 grandchildren; 43 great-grand-
children; and three great-great-
grandchildren.  
   She was also preceded in death by 
her parents; one brother, Dory New-
man; one sister, Marjorie Harper; 
and one granddaughter. 
   Jane was “no plain Jane.” She 
dedicated her life to raising her 
family and was a member of the 
former St. John’s Catholic Church 
in Toulon. Jane was known locally 
for her homemade coleslaw and po-
tato salad at the VFW fish frys, and 
was a contestant on the “Price is 
Right” game show.  
   She and her husband, Wilbur en-
joyed evenings dancing at The Hub 
in Edelstein and were nationally 
known for his invention, the “Qwik 
Orange Peel.” They were guests on 
“60 Minutes” with Andy Rooney, 
where Andy said “it has changed 
my life” and also appeared on the 
Oprah Winfrey show.  
   Jane previously managed the mo-

bile home park in Toulon, and was 
also a bookkeeper for Blank’s Re-
pair Shop in Toulon. She was a cur-
rent member of St. Dominic 
Catholic Church in Wyoming, 
where she was a part of their Altar 
& Rosary Society.  
   Her funeral mass was at 11 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 17, 2022, her 96th 
birthday, at St. Dominic Catholic 
Church in Wyoming. Fr. John Cyr 
officiated. A visitation was one hour 
prior to the service at the church. 
Burial was in St. Dominic Catholic 
Cemetery in Wyoming. Haskell Fu-
neral & Cremation Services in Wy-
oming is in charge of arrangements. 
   In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to a charity 
or organization of the donor’s 
choice.  
   Condolences may be left for 
Jane’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com.

OBITUARIES

Toulon United Methodist Church 
  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 

229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 
(812) 698-9294 

Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @  

Toulon United Methodist Church 
 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

 
The Gathering Church 

Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 
email: info@thegathering.life 

web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

309-695-4523 leave message 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 
 

Hill Church 
Casual • Family-friendly • Jesus-centered 

107 N. Main St., Kewanee (between Good’s and Florist) 
Sundays 10 a.m. (In-person and Streaming on Facebook) 

HillChurchFamily.org 
Facebook.com/hillchurchfamily.org 
Pastor: Dr. David W. Pendergrass 

 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Interim Pastor Randy Swanson 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday:   9:15 a.m. Worship (in the sanctuary) 

              10:15 a.m. Sunday School classes  
(none Memorial Day thru Labor Day) 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

Blank
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SPORTS: Volleyball regional play starts Monday
country team placed 29th 
last Saturday at the Patriot 
Invite at Detweiller Park 
in Peoria. 
   Paige Rewerts was the 
top finisher for Stark 
County, placing 86th in 
21:22.6. Other scoring 
runners were: Sarah Krak-
low (140th, 22:58.4), 
Emily Martinez (192nd, 
25:34.6), Nina Longa-
baugh (193rd, 25:35.1) 
and Arianna Gerger 
(203rd, 25:49.8). 
   Ethan Grinnell (266th, 
23:02.1) was the top Stark 
County boys runner. 
  Emma Farmer (222nd, 
27:47) was top girls fin-
isher for Galva and Ian 
Pacheco (178th, 19:23.8) 
was Galva’s top boys fin-
isher. 
   The Patriot Invite is the 
final tuneup of the season 
for regionals, which are 

Saturday, Oct. 22. Stark 
County and Galva will run 
at the Class 1A Seneca 
Regional, held at the 
Seneca High School FFA 
Land Lab. Girls run at 10 
a.m., boys start at 11. 
   • Galva VB – Galva (13-
17) fell to Lincoln Trail 
foe West Central 25-16, 
25-14 on the road on 
Monday. Ava Strom 
scored on four kills. Lexi 
Stone racked up four kills, 
six assists and seven digs. 
Libby Anderson recorded 
seven assists. Kendall 
Rogers had 12 digs. Kali 
Yelm got 12 digs. Sarah 
Kaiser added six digs. 
   The Lady Wildcats 
swept Peoria Heights 28-
26, 25-15 on Oct. 13 at 
home. Yelm dug 16 off the 
floor, Rogers recorded 14 
attacks and Alexis Spivey 
had 5 kills, 15 attacks and 
1 block. Kaiser got six 

kills and one block. Libby 
Anderson served two aces, 
while blocking one and 
setting for 11 assists. 
Stone served two aces, 
killed five and had 16 at-
tacks. Ava Anderson con-
tributed with five aces and 
one block in the balanced 
team performance. 
   GHS bested LTC rival 
Monmouth United 25-14, 
25-12 Oct. 12 at home.  
Libby Anderson served 
one ace and two kills. 
Stone got three assists and 
eight digs. Spivey 
recorded two kills and 12 
attacks. Rogers scored on 
two kills to go with eight 
digs. Yelm had nine digs.    
    Galva opens postseason 
play Monday, Oct. 24, at 
the Kewanee Wethersfield 
Class 1A Regional. No. 9 
seeded Galva faces No. 8 
Peoria Christian at 6 p.m. 
   • Stark Co. VB – Stark 

County (2-25-2) lost to 
Mercer County 25-9, 25-
13 on Monday at home.  
   The Lady Rebels played 
in an invite at Delavan on 
Saturday, tying Midwest 
Central, but coming up 
short against Tremont, 
Lexington and the hosts. 
Kylee Frisby was the kills 
leader for the day. Lauren 
West paced the team in 
digs. Kenna Newton was 
the blocks leader in the ef-
fort. 
   SCHS lost to Knoxville 
25-9, 25-9 on Oct. 12 on 
the road in a non-confer-
ence contest.  
   Stark County is at home 
Saturday, Oct. 22, in a 
non-conference clash with 
Bureau Valley. The No. 14 
seeded Lady Rebels then 
play Tuesday, Oct. 25, 
against No. 3 ROWVA-
Williamsfield at 6 p.m. at 
Kewanee Wethersfield .

Continued from Page 12

WANTED 
• ALWAYS WANT TO BUY: real 
wood furniture, any condition. 
Desks, buffets, bedroom sets, large 
cabinets, wardrobes, dressers etc. 
Check out my Facebook page “Bays-
ingar’s Antiques.” Open most days 
10 a.m. til 5 p.m. Call (309) 883-
0164. Baysingar’s Antiques, 1135 
Railroad Ave. (Rt. 34 East) in Kewa-
nee, Il..  

FOR SALE 
•  GRASS HAY: No rain, on wagons, 
$4 bale, (309) 635-4575. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 
• MUSHROOM COMPOST for gar-
dens, flowerbeds and lawns.  Black 
dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag for drive-
ways or landscapes, 1-3” rejects.  
Ron Eberle.  Delivery is available 
309/493-5881.  Kevin Eberle 309-
253-3462. Kurt Eberle 309-253-
7652. 
• Are you turning 65?: If you are 
turning 65 within the next 6 
months or already have a Medi-
care Supplement, call for free in-

formation on which health and 
drug plans are best for you for 
2022. Contact Greg Wages at 
309-695-2244. 

FOR RENT 
TOULON: One bedroom apartment, 
fully furnished, utilities paid. No pets, 
non-smoking. Possible work oppor-
tunity to offset the rent. Must have 
references and deposit. Indian Creek 
Vineyard (309) 525-5302. 
• TOULON: 3 bedroom, 2 bath home, 
nice 2 car garage, all appliances. 
$875 a month, $875 deposit. Phone 
(309) 678-1831 
• WYOMING: 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home, all appliances. $875 a month, 
$875 deposit. Phone (309) 678-
1831. 

HELP WANTED 
HELP WANTED: Nutrien Ag Solu-
tions, Princeville, is seeking a sea-
sonal full-time General Laborer for 
the upcoming Fall 2022 season. This 
position could become permanent 
with benefits. Duties include filling 
anhydrous ammonia tanks as well as 
conducting various tasks to support 
other workers in the warehouse and 
shop. Please contact Jeff Gehrig at 

309-385-2178 for more information. 

NOTICE 
• AA MEETINGS: Saturday mornings 
at 8:30 a.m. at the St. Dominic Par-
ish Hall located at 208 S. Galena in 
Wyoming. 

SERVICES 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 26% 
Tax Credit.  Prices start as low as 
$9,525! Call today (309) 565-4300. 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling and 
repairs including doors, thermopane 
vinyl replacement windows, interior 
painting and electrical, by Denny 
Miller. Over 25 years of experience. 
We also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette. 
• MINI STORAGE FOR RENT: JES 
Storage: Mini storage for rent, 
10x20 units, $50 per month, deposit 
and first month's rent due at time of 
rental. Call Marlo at (309) 853-7112.

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR ANSWERS  
SEE PAGE 3

GARAGE SALE
 3967 Duncan Road, Toulon • 10/28, 10/29, 10/30 

Huge Indoor Garage Sale. 3967 Duncan Road, Toulon, IL 61483, 2 miles 
south of West Jersey, IL on Rt. 78 Turn left on Duncan Road One Mile 
Down on Left. Fri. Oct. 28, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sat. Oct. 29, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
Sun. Oct. 30 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Lots of nice clothing: girls, boys, 
junior/misses, & men’s, lots of name brands; Vigoss, Miss Me, Rock Re-
vival, Silvers, Pink, HD, Maurice’s, etc., Shoes, Authentic Purses; Kate 
Spade, Dooney, Coach, etc., New Kids Beds Sets: Spider Man, JoJo, Jas-
mine, Minnie Mouse, Frozen, Moana, Cars, King Size Horse Comforter Set, 
Lots of New Toys: barbies, Disney, NaNaNa Surprise, Nickelodeon, etc., 
DVD’s, Tupperware, Microwave, Thirty-One, Home Décor, Lots of Pioneer 
Woman, Kitchen Items, Bath & Body, VS, and lots, lots, more - way too 
much to list.  Come check us out and do some early Christmas shopping. 
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FOOTBALL: Galva loses to foe it hopes to mimic

SCOREBOARD

seemed a long shot for the Prince-
ville football team. 
   Not any more. After a road win 
over Walther Christian last Satur-
day, the Princes (4-4, 2-4 Lincoln 
Trail) head into their season finale 
at Stark County with a shot to reach 
the postseason. 
   “I think we’ve learned and im-
proved throughout the year. That’s 
what you shoot for, to have a mean-
ingful game in Week 9,” Princeville 
Coach Jon Carruthers said. “Prince-
ville vs. Stark County. The winner 
gets to go to the playoffs and the 
loser gets to go home.” 
   Carruthers said his team will need 
to start faster against Stark County 
than it did at winless Walther Chris-
tian, which was within 8-7 in the 
first quarter. 
   Then the Princes came alive, de-
spite losing top rusher Tayshaun 
Kieser to an ankle sprain that put 
him in a walking boot and has him 
questionable for Friday. 
   Logan Carruthers threw for three 
scores and 197 yards, Marcel Prim-
era ran for 92 yards and one touch-
down on 10 carries and fullback JT 
Snyder added two TDs for the 
Princes. 
   “Stark is much improved from 
last year,” Carruthers said. “What 
hurt them the past couple years is 
they didn’t have much speed. They 
have that now.” 

– Jeff Lampe 
West Central, 60 Galva 8 

   BIGGSVILLE – According to 
Galva Coach Mark Jeffrey, his pro-
gram aspires to be what Biggsville 
West Central is. 
   Considered among the top teams 
in Illinois 8-man football, West 

Central dominated Galva (2-6) from 
the start of this Saturday-afternoon 
game. The Heat (8-0) scored within 
the first few plays. By the second 
quarter, they were well on their way 
to scoring at least 60 for the sixth 
time this season. 
   It’s a long way from the days 
when West Central was struggling 
to win two games a year in 11-man 
football, according to Jeffrey. Arriv-
ing there in 2016 as coach was 
Jason Kirby, who led Manlius Bu-
reau Valley to a state runner-up fin-
ish in 2004. 
   “They’re probably better than ad-
vertised,” Jeffrey said. “I remember 
when Kirby got there and thought, 
‘This guy is on to something.’ You 
could see it starting to develop. 
   “Around here, a lot of people 
talked bad stuff about them when 
they went to 8-man, but I said 
‘Those guys are smart. They can 
see the writing on the wall, and they 
know the future for a lot of small 
schools is 8-man.’” 
   West Central has about 40-50 
players compared to Galva’s mid-
teens. Among the Galva players is 
sophomore Alec Gustafson, who 
had the Wildcats’ only touchdown. 
It was a milestone for Gustafson, 
who has missed significant playing 
time because of injury and illness, 
according to Jeffrey. 
   Perhaps players like Gustafson 
can help Galva approach West Cen-
tral-like success, Jeffrey suggested. 
   “They were where we are, and 
now look what they’re doing,” the 
coach said. “It’s not impossible, but 
you’ve got to start building that 
program somewhere.” 
   Galva plays its final game of the 
season Friday at home against 

Farmer City Blue Ridge-DeLand-
Weldon (5-3). Jeffrey hopes the 
Wildcats can go out with a bang. 

 – Nick Vlahos 
Annawan-Wethersfield 32 
ROWVA-Williamsfield 24 

   ONEIDA – The Lincoln Trail 
hosts led early, then fell behind, 
then staged a rally that came up 
short. 
   R-W (5-3, 4-2) went ahead 7-0 
after Riley Danner’s 1-yard scoring 
run abound midway through the 
first quarter at Bill Adams Field. 
But A-W (7-1, 6-0) then scored 26 
in a row. A 21-yard pass from Dil-
lon Horrie to Zeb Rashid just before 
halftime gave the visitors a lasting 
lead. 
   The host Cougars attempted a 
comeback early in the fourth 
quarter, behind a safety and Jaxon 
Sharp’s 65-yard scoring run on the 
ensuing kickoff. But A-W re-estab-
lished some distance by scoring 
with 9:36 remaining in the game to 
lead 32-16. 
Rashid, a sophomore, finished with 
148 yards on 18 carries. Bryan 
Bertlshofer led R-W in rushing, 
with 53 yards on 17 carries.  
   The Cougars end their regular 
season Friday night with a confer-
ence game at Knoxville. While 
hopes for a conference champion-
ship are gone, R-W will be part of 
the Class 1A playoffs, having al-
ready racked up 41 points. 
   Knoxville is 5-1 in the league. So 
is Aledo Mercer County, which on 
Friday visits A-W. All three teams 
have secured postseason berths. 

– Nick Vlahos
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Mercer County 28 
Stark County 0 

Stark County 0 0 0 0 - 0 
Mercer County 0 6 8 14 - 28 

Scoring Summary 
Second Quarter 

MC - Relander 1 pass from Cox (run 
failed) 

Third Quarter 
MC - Heinrichs 9 run (Lucas run) 

Fourth Quarter 
MC - Heinrichs 33 pass from Cox (run 
failed) 
MC - Lucas 1 run (Relander run) 

Team Statistics 
SC MC 

First downs 8 18 
Rushes-Yds 28-32 46-173 
Yds per carry 1.1 3.8 
Comp-Att-Int 6-19-2 9-13-0 
Passing yds 64 125 
Fumbles-lost 1-0 3-1 

Individual Statistics 
  Rushing - SC: Rewerts 10-(-19), 
Barnwell 5-14, Bowser 2-26, Daum 1-
(-8), Henry 7-20, Orwig 1-(-2), Kieser 
1-4, Team 1-(-3). MC: Lucas 19-118, 
Relander 6-26, Cox 6-0, Sandoval 1-(-
5), Kenney 1-(-1), Whitehall 2-0, Esta-
brook 2-16, Fredrickson 1-(-5), 
Heinrichs 2-37, Team 6-(-13). 
  Passing - SC: Rewerts 5-17-2 65, 
Bowser 2-1-0 1. MC: Cox 9-13-0 125. 
  Receiving - -SC: Bowser 2-27, Daum 
1-1, Kieser 1-18, Wagenbach 2-18. 
MC: Relander 4-59, Heinrichs 3-51, 
Lucas 1-3, Long 1-20, Frederickson 1-
12. 
  Tackles - SC: Barnwell 13, Rouse 8, 
Baxter 6.  

Princeville 50 
Walther Christian 7 

Princeville 16 14 20 0 - 50 
Walther Christ. 7 0 0 0 - 7 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

P - J.Johnson 15 pass from Carruthers 
(Snyder run) 
WC - Run (kick good) 
P - Snyder 1 run (Sennett pass from 
Carruthers) 

Second Quarter 
P - J.Johnson 69 pass from Carruthers 
(H.Johnson pass from Carruthers) 
P - Snyder 1 run (run failed) 

Third Quarter 
P - J.Johnson 11 pass from Carruthers 
(pass failed) 
P - Primera 10 run (J.Johnson pass 
from Carruthers) 
P - Christianson fumble recovery (pass 
failed) 

Team Statistics 
WC P 

Rushes-Yds - 34-187 
Yds per carry - 5.5 
Comp-Att-Int - 8-13-0 
Passing yds - 205 

Individual Statistics 
  Rushing - P: Kieser 3-11, Snyder 9-
47, Primera 10-92, Dickinson 3-31, 
Garza 5-3, Lied 3-3, Cunningham 1-0. 
  Passing - P: Carruthers 7-12-0 197, 
Williams 1-1-0 8. 
  Receiving - P: J.Johnson 4-101, Sen-
nett 2-70, Daily 1-26, Bowers 1-8. 
Annawan-Wethersfield 32 
ROWVA-Williamsfield 24 

Annawan-Weth. 0 14 12 6 - 32 

ROWVA-William. 7 0 0 17 - 24 
Scoring Summary 

First Quarter 
RW – Danner 1 run (Miller kick) 

Second Quarter 
AW – Rashid 15 run (conv. failed) 
AW – Rashid 22 pass from Horrie (Ra-
shid run) 

Third Quarter 
AW – Horrie 5 run (conv. failed) 
AW – Rashid 41 run (conv. failed) 

Fourth Quarter 
RW – Safety 
RW – Sharp 65 kickoff return (Miller 
kick) 
AW – Heitzler 25 run (conv. failed) 

RW – Ja.Godsil 4 run (Kohl pass from 
Danner) 

Team Statistics 
AW RW 

Rushes-Yds 39-238 30-78 
Yds per carry 6.1 2.6 
Comp-Att-Int 10-16-0 14-25-3 
Passing yds 124 135 

Individual Statistics 
  Rushing - RW: Bertlshofer 17-53, 
Coverdill 5-22, Ja.Godsil 4-13, Danner 
4-(-10).  
  Passing - RW: Danner 14-25-3 135. 
  Receiving - RW: Kohl 7-58, Sharp 3-
32, Sams 3-24, Ja.Godsil 1-21. 
   Tackles - RW: Sharp 10.5. 

Prairieland 
Overall  Conf 
W L W L 

Macomb 8 0 7 0 
Farmington 6 2 6 1 
Elmwood-Brim. 5 3 5 2 
Rushville-Industry 5 3 4 3 
Illini West 4 4 4 3 
Havana 4 4 3 4 
South Fulton 2 6 2 6 
West Hancock 1 7 1 6 
Lewistown 0 8 0 7 

Last Week 
Elmwood-Brimfield 40, Lewistown 0 
Farmington 48, South Fulton 16 
Illini West 30, West Hancock 0 
Macomb 36, Havana 8 
Rushville-Ind. 50, Mon. United 16 

Friday, Oct. 21 
Elmwood-Brimfield at Havana 
Lewistown at Farmington 
Macomb at Illini West 
West Hancock at Rushville-Industry 
Oblong at South Fulton 

Lincoln Trail 
Overall  Conf 
W L W L 

Annawan-Weth. 7 1 6 0 
Knoxville 6 2 5 1 
Mercer County 6 2 5 1 
ROWVA-Willmsfld 5 3 4 2 
Princeville 4 4 2 4 
Stark County 4 4 2 4 
Abingdon-Avon 1 7 0 6 
United 1 7 0 6 

Last Week 
Princeville 50, Walther Christian 7 
Annawan-Weth. 32, ROWVA-Will. 24 
Mercer County 28, Stark County 0 
Knoxville 41, Abingdon-Avon 7 
Rushville-Industry 50, United 16 

Friday, Oct. 21 
Princeville at Stark County 
ROWVA-Williamsfield at Knoxville 
Mercer County at Annawan-Weth. 
Abingdon-Avon at United 
 
 



By JEFF LAMPE and 
 NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   ALEDO – The defense 
bounced back from a 
rough game. The Stark 
County offense went in 
the other direction last 
Friday in a 28-0 road loss 
at Mercer County. 
   But even in the midst of 
a three-game losing 
streak, the Rebels (4-4, 2-
4 Lincoln Trail) will kick 
off their season finale 
today at Gary Johnson 
field with a chance to 
make the playoffs. With a 
win over Princevile (4-4, 
2-4), the Rebels will be in 
the Class 1A playoffs 
again. 
   “We will be in for sure 
if we win,” Stark County 
Coach Jade Noard said.  
   The Rebels already have 
39 points (based on oppo-
nents’ wins), which will 
be more than enough to 
reach the playoffs if they 
can post a fifth win. For a 
program struggling to re-
gain its footing, that 
would be a significant 
step forward. To make it, 

Noard sees a few key 
areas for improvement 
against Princeville. 
   “Obviously, you’ve got 
to score some points and 
keep their running attack 
at bay,” Noard said. “They 
have thrown it a little 
better, which is probably 
why they are throwing it 
more. But I still think the 
key is keeping their run-
ning game in check.” 
   Stark County did a better 
job defensively last week 
against Mercer County, 
yielding just one touch-
down in the first half and 
keeping the Rebels within 
14-0 heading into the 
fourth quarter. 
   “The defense defended 
the short field several 
times and basically gave 

up two touchdowns on the 
tight-end reverse,” Noard 
said. “The defensed played 
very well. Our offense did-
n’t. We just could not get 
anything going up front.” 
   The Rebels managed just 
32 yards rushing and 1.1 
yards per carry. 
   Quarterback Luke Re-
werts returned from injury, 
but was held to negative 
rushing yards and was 5-
for-17 passing. 
   “I think half our yards 
came on the first drive,” 
Noard said. 
   Losing guard Tanner 
Price to a broken hand also 
impacted the offense, 
Noard said. 
   The Stark County JV (6-
2) also lost to Mercer 
County, falling 26-7 on 
Monday. The JV close out 
the season Monday, Oct. 
24, with a 6 p.m. kickoff at 
Princeville. 

   – Jeff Lampe 
Princeville 50 

Walther Christian 7 
    MELROSE PARK – At 
1-3 earlier this season, 
talk of the playoffs 
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Win and in. Lose... 
Stark County faces Princeville for a playoff berth

State champion 
Stark Co.’s Smith wins 2A XC title 

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

NORMAL – Dusti 
Smith capped a remark-
able season of running last 
Saturday by winning the 
IESA 2A girls cross coun-
try state championship. 
   Smith, a home-schooled 
eighth grader from Brad-
ford who runs for Stark 
County, finished the Max-
well Park 2-mile course in 
12:00.2. In the process, 
she completed a rare feat 
for a cross country runner: 
Going undefeated for a 
full season. 
   “She never lost a race,” 
Stark County Coach Gary 
Frail said. “In fact, 
through sectionals, the 
closest anyone had been 
to her all year was 18 sec-
onds.” 
   Smith was just 1.6 sec-
onds ahead of runnerup 
Berritt Shure of Chicago 
St. Benedict, the state 
champion team in Class 
2A, but still ran a strong, 
smart race according to 
Frail. 
   “She got out in front and 
made them try to catch 

her, which is what she has 
done all year,” Frail said. 
“She never has been be-
hind.” 
   Prior to the state meet, 
Smith had complained of 
a sore knee on Wednesday 
and again on Thursday. 
Stark County High School 
Coach Bob Rennick Jr. 
stepped in to help tape 
Smith’s knee. 
   “Obviously, it didn’t 
bother her in the race,” 
Frail said. 
   This is the first year for 
a Stark County junior high 
cross country program and 
Frail said he felt fortunate 
to have a runner of 
Smith’s caliber. 
   “She’s a great kid. A lit-
tle shy but a heckuva 
runner ... just an amazing 
talent,” Frail said. “I don’t 
know how I got so lucky 
to have a girls like her on 
my first year team. 
   “She was a great role 
model for our girls. They 
idolized her. I’m looking 
forward to seeing how she 
does in high school.” 
   Smith is also a skilled 
track athlete, having won 

the 400 state champion-
ship last spring as a sev-
enth grader running for 
Bradford. 
   The state title capped a 
good first year for Stark 
County’s program, which 
saw nine of 10 runners at 
the sectional set personal 
records. The only runner 
who didn’t set a PR was 
Smith. 
   “We forgave her be-
cause she qualified for 
state and ended up win-
ning,” Frail joked.  
    • High school XC – The 
Stark County girls cross 

Continued on Page 11

Dusti Smith poses with Stark 
County coach Gary Frail after 
Smith won the IESA 2A jun-
ior high cross country cham-
pionship last Saturday.

Continued on Page 10

Playoff Pairings  
    The IHSA will announce 
football playoff pairings on 
Saturday, Oct. 22, from 8-9 
p.m. on WEEK-25.1 out of 
Peoria and on KGCW-26.1 
out of the Quad Cities. Pair-
ings will also be lives-
treamed on the NFHS 
Network.
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