
By TAMMIE SLOUP 
For FarmWeek 

   Rural communities are older, 
sicker and poorer. 
   “It’s a terrible marketing line ... but 
a great elevator speech when trying 
to communicate the uniqueness of 
rural communities,” said Alan Mor-
gan, chief executive officer of the 
National Rural Health Association. 
   Morgan, who has more than 31 
years of experience in health policy, 
spoke during an Arizona Telemedi-
cine Program webinar earlier this 
month about the state of rural health. 
   How are rural hospitals faring as 
they emerge from the height of the 
pandemic? That’s a difficult question 
to answer, Morgan said. 
   “We’re in a precarious situation 
where we’re seeing almost half of 
the nation’s rural hospitals currently 
operating at a negative margin,” he 
said. “We’re seeing tremendous 
Medicare and Medicaid cuts happen-
ing across the nation. And this is 
happening at a time where we’re see-
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   TOULON – Santa is coming 
to town next Saturday! 
   The Toulon Civic Associa-
tion’s annual Christmas Walk 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 10, 
from 5-7 p.m. Many events are 
scheduled including the 6 p.m. 
arrival of jolly old Santa Claus, 
who will greet children at the 
downtown gazebo, unless bad 
weather moves his appearance 

inside to Connie’s Country 
Kitchen. 
   The annual live charity auc-
tion will be held at the Bistro at 
7:30 p.m. People are encour-
aged to donate auction items 
that can be dropped off at 
Connie’s Country Kitchen or at 
the State Bank of Toulon prior 
to the auction. 
   Toulon Bucks will be awarded 
to individuals who have filled 

out entry forms at local busi-
nesses during the Christmas 
Walk. Drawings after 7 p.m. 
will determine the winners.  
   Businesses who would like to 
be eligible for Toulon Bucks are 
encouraged to donate $20 to the 
Civic Association to help defray 
the cost of printing, with the 
balance directed toward various 
charities. 
   Main Street luminaries for $5 

each will be offered to honor a 
family member or friend this 
holiday season. Forms are 
available at Connie’s Country 
Kitchen and the State Bank of 
Toulon. 
   Businesses are requested to 
decorate their front windows for 
those participating in the Christ-
mas Walk. Confirmation of par-
ticipation was requested by 
Dec. 1.
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Variety of holiday events planned for Toulon Christmas Walk

TOULON REGULARSCare at risk 
Expert says current  

situation for rural health 
care ‘not-sustainable’

A horse of 
a different 

color

No change in 
school taxes 
in Bradford

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   BRADFORD – Scheduling a 
truth in taxation hearing might 
seem to indicate a major change 
in tax rates for residents of the 
Bradford School District. 
   In fact, the opposite is true. At 
its Nov. 21 board meeting, the 
Bradford School Board unani-
mously approved a tentative 2022 
tax levy that is above the 5 per-
cent threshold set to require a 
taxation hearing, which will be 
Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. at Bradford 
Grade School. 
   But Superintendent Chad Gripp 
explained that is due to the con-
tinued increase in equalized as-
sessed valuation of homes in the 
district, not to a tax increase. The 
district needs to increase the levy 
to capture all the new revenue, he 
said. 
   Gripp also said property owners 
will actually see a decrease of $3 
per $100,000 in their taxes com-
pared to last year. 

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Linda 
(McRell) Dean, of Toulon, is 
a fixture around town with 
her horse and carriage. This 
time of year, people can hear 
them coming before they are 
sighted because Dean puts 
sleighbells on the harness.  
   “People really enjoy hear-
ing the bells,” Dean said. 
   Dean’s horse, Bruno, is a 
half Belgian draft horse and 
half quarter horse. He’s 15 
hands high and 9 years old.  
   “Horses average about 22 
years for their lifespan,” Dean 
said.  
   That makes Dean’s pre-
vious horse, Candy, the ex-
ception to the rule because 
Candy was 33 years old when 
she passed on.  
   “She was 2 years old when 

I got her, so I had her literally 
half of my life,” Dean said. 
   Candy was from Virginia 
and Dean found Bruno in 
Branson, Mo., by searching 
on the internet. Asked how 
Dean knew he was the horse 
she wanted, Dean said, “His 
eyes. You can tell a lot about 
a horse by how his eyes are, 
or how he looks at you. They 
were soft and kind.” 
   Bruno was owned by an 
Amish family and worked for 
them until they retired him. A 

family in Missouri takes 
former Amish horses who are 
retired and retrains them 
somewhat.  
   “They teach them how to be 
ridden and fine tune their 
driving skills and make sure 
they’re traffic safe,” Dean 
said. “I’m finishing his train-
ing. There’s a lot of stuff he’s 
still leery of, big tractors for 
instance.” 
   Currently, Dean stables 
Bruno at the Werkheiser farm 

Pictured above is Linda (McRell) Dean of Toulon with her horse Bruno. 
Linda, along with her horse and carriage, is a common sight around Tou-
lon. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

Pictured above are items that were auc-
tioned off at the annual live charity auc-
tion held during a prior year’s event at 
the Bistro in Toulon.
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located on Route 78 just 
south of Wethersfield-Ke-
wanee. That is part of the 
expense it takes to own a 
horse. Feed, veterinarian 
care, hauling costs, etc. add 
to the expense. Dean said it 
is very expensive to own a 
horse, but it remains one of 
her passions. 
   “I got involved with 
horses when I was born. I 
never played with dolls, I 
always played with horses. 
I had my first horse when I 
was 14 years old, ” she 

said. 
   Dean retired as a respira-
tory therapist in December 
of 2018 and moved back to 
Toulon from Virginia in 
2016 to care for her par-
ents. Dean is a 1985 gradu-
ate of Black Hawk East 
College earning an Associ-
ate’s degree from East and 
then graduated in 1987 
from Black Hawk West 
College with a second As-
sociate’s degree in respira-
tory therapy. 
   Asked what people 
would be surprised to 

know about her, Dean re-
sponded, “That I’m a nice 
person!”  
   She closed by saying, “It 
would be nice if people ... 
people are welcome to 
come out of their homes 
and pet Bruno. He’s very 
friendly and if somebody 
wanted to take a ride with 
me, that would be fine. 
   “I really appreciate it 
when traffic slows for us, 
which doesn’t always 
happen. Bruno has been 
around an Amish farm, so 
he hasn’t been around trac-
tors and trucks and me-
chanical things. Some of 
that bothers him still, but 
we’re working on it.” 
   Dean said Bruno doesn’t 
like sugar cubes, apples or 
carrots – he likes “horse 
cookies”. “He’s crazy 
about those. I’ll start carry-
ing them with me in case 
somebody wants to give 
him one.”

Continued from Page 1

ing an amazing staffing 
crisis. ... It’s just a tremen-
dously difficult time for 
rural providers.” 
   Federal funding helped 
prop up operations during 
the COVID-19 public 
health emergency, but 
much of that assistance 
was temporary. 
   Since 2005, 180 rural 
hospitals have closed ac-
ross the U.S., and a report 
released last month by the 
Center for Healthcare 
Quality and Payment Re-
form estimates more than 
600 rural hospitals – nearly 
30 percent of all rural hos-
pitals in the country – are 
at risk of closing in the 
near future. The report 
states 13 rural hospitals are 

at risk of closing in Illinois 
but did not name them. 
   Looking ahead, the im-
mediate challenge within 
the halls of rural hospitals 
is a workforce shortage, 
and in rural communities a 
lack of rural behavioral 
health services. 
   “There’s a bipartisan un-
derstanding that we have to 
see some movement in be-
havioral health and behav-
ioral health legislation,” 
Morgan said. “I expect that 
as we move out of the pub-
lic health emergency there 
is an understanding among 
both sides of the aisle that 
a lot of the flexibilities that 
the health care system has 
seen, most notably rural 
providers, has to con-
tinue.” 
   Congress could pass a 
spending bill before years’ 
end, and rural health advo-
cates hope legislators will 
incorporate provisions 
from the proposed Save 
America’s Rural Hospitals 
Act. The legislation would 
eliminate Medicare se-
questration for rural hospi-
tals, make Medicare 

telehealth service enhance-
ments permanent for Fed-
erally Qualified Health 
Centers and Rural Health 
Clinics and extend in-
creased Medicare pay-
ments for rural ground 
ambulance services set to 
expire Dec. 31. 
   With the nationwide 
health care workforce 
shortage, particularly in 
rural areas, Morgan points 
to rural residency training 
programs as a path to en-
couraging more students to 
practice in non-urban com-
munities. 
   “They go to rural and 
they stay in rural; we need 
to have more of that going 
ahead,” he said. 
   Several medical school 
and grant programs in Illi-
nois already incorporate 
that mission. 
   Morgan also said tele-
health usage is “not flour-
ishing” in rural 
communities, largely due 
to lack of broadband. 
“There is no path forward 
for rural health without 
telehealth,” he said. 
   The current rural health 

care environment is not 
sustainable, Morgan said, 
adding “we need new 
reimbursement models and 
new provider-type 
models.” 
   Earlier this month, fed-
eral officials finalized rules 
for the first new provider 
type in 20 years – a Rural 
Emergency Hospital desig-
nation. These facilities 
must provide 24/7 emer-
gency medical services and 
observation care, and have 
the option to provide ad-
ditional outpatient medical 
services. However, these 
facilities would not pro-
vide inpatient care. 
   The designation goes 
into effect Jan. 1, with fa-
cilities likely beginning to 
come online within the 
next five years, Morgan 
said. He estimates between 
60 and 100 communities 
across the U.S. will con-
duct feasibility studies in 
the coming year. 
   This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   11-16 - Christian E. Sander - Oper-
ating an uninsured vehicle. 
   11-17 - Stephen P. Dickinson - 
Driving 21-25 mph above limit. 
Felonies &  
Misdemeanors 
   11-16 - Felony - Rachel W. Newton 
- Possession of meth. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   11-22 - A deer-related vehicle acci-
dent occurred on Illinois Route 17 
west of the Indian Creek Bridge. The 
driver was identified as Paul M. 
Cooper, 40, of Wyoming. No injuries 
were reported and no tickets were is-
sued but the vehicle sustained over 
$1,500 in estimated damages.  
   11-25 - A deer-related vehicle acci-
dent occurred on South Modena 
Road near 1150N. The driver was Jo-
nathon Rummerfield, 25, of Brad-
ford. No injuries were reported and 
no tickets were issued but the vehicle 
sustained over $1,500 in estimated 
damages.  
   11-21 - EmilyAnn C. Indihar, 21, 
of Eureka, was cited for unlawful use 
of registration, driving without insur-
ance and driving on a suspended reg-
istration. She was released with a 
notice to appear in court.  
   11-23 - Bryan S. Calhoun, 58, Ga-
lesburg, was arrested for speeding 
101 mph in a 55 zone, aggravated 
fleeing and eluding, disobeying a 
stop sign, illegal lane usage, reckless 
driving, driving on a suspended reg-
istration and speeding 100 mph in a 
55 zone. Charges stemmed from a 
high-speed chase that initially in-
volved the Galva Police Department. 
The Stark County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment assisted in the incident and Cal-
houn was arrested in Stark County by 
authorities. He was taken into cus-
tody and extradited by the Henry 
County Sheriff’s Department to the 
Henry County Jail.  
   11-23 - Nanette A. Walker, of rural 
Kewanee, reported discovering un-
known damage to her vehicle. The 
incident is under investigation.  
   11-24 - Donald P. Dailey III, 50, 
Wyoming, was ticketed for driving 
without vehicle insurance and for 
driving on a suspended license. He 
was also found wanted on a Peoria 
County warrant. Daily was taken into 
custody and transported to the Stark 
County Jail. He later posted $300 
cash bond and was released with a 
notice to appear in Stark County on 
the traffic charges and was issued a 
new court date for Peoria County.  
   11-24 - Amber M. Rodgers, 37, Ke-
wanee, was cited for speeding 67 
mph in a 55 zone, failure to dim ve-
hicle headlights and driving without 
vehicle insurance. She was released 
with a notice to appear.  
   11-24 - A 16-year-old Toulon teen 
was cited for driving without vehicle 
insurance. He was issued a notice to 
appear in court.  
   11-25 - Kelly D. Kessler, 46, Ke-
wanee, was arrested for possession of 
methamphetamine. She was released 
with a notice to appear in court.  
   11-26 - Collin P. Murphy, 23, rural 
Wyoming, was arrested for criminal 
damage to property and battery. Un-
able to post $100 cash bond, he re-
mains in custody at Stark County Jail. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   11-21 - to the 00 block of NE 5th 

St. for a stray-cat complaint.   
   11-21 - along with the fire depart-
ment, to the 400 block of W. Divi-
sion St. to investigate thick smoke in 
the area. A structure fire was located 
in the 300 block of NW 1st St.   
   11-22 - to locate a loose dog run-
ning in the roadway in the 300 block 
of SE 2nd St. The dog was returned 
to a resident in the area.  
   11-22 - to the 400 block of SE 6th 
Ave. for a landlord-tenant dispute. A 
report involving criminal damage 
was completed.  
   11-22 - to the 900 block of SE 2nd 
St. to pick up a found set of keys.   
   11-22 - to check a disabled vehicle 
with a ruptured tire left overnight in 
the 1000 block of N. Center Ave.   
   11-23 - As the result of a traffic 
stop and subsequent high-speed pur-
suit that was initiated in the 600 
block of S. Center Ave., Bryan Cal-
houn, 58, Galesburg, was arrested in 
Stark Co after running out of fuel.  
Calhoun was charged with aggra-
vated fleeing and eluding, resisting a 
police officer, reckless conduct, hav-
ing tinted taillight covers, failure to 
signal when required, stopping in a 
marked crosswalk, operating a ve-
hicle with suspended registration, op-
eration of uninsured vehicle, reckless 
driving, speeding 105 mph in a 55 
mph zone and improper lane usage.  
   11-23 - to meet with a resident in 
the 400 block of NE 1st St. to sur-
render his FOID card and firearms 
after a felony conviction.   
   11-23 - to the 800 block of NW 7th 
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. The 
dog had run through an underground, 
invisible fence. A family member  
got the dog back inside the fence.  
   11-23 - Officer notified that the 
railroad crossing arm was malfunc-
tioning at the NE 6th Ave crossing.  
BNSF was contacted for repairs.  
   11-23 - to the 600 block of Swank 
Street for two loose dogs. They were 
impounded.   
   11-23 - to meet a resident in the 
300 block of Market St. to impound a 
dog.   
   11-23 - to the 900 block of SE 6th 
St. for a 9-1-1 hang up call. It plotted 
at a cell phone tower.  
   11-24 - to the Exchange Street rail-
road tracks to check on a subject that 
was seen sitting on the tracks. The 
officer spoke to the subject and he 
moved along.  
   11-25 – to meet with a resident at 
the veterinary clinic to release three 
dogs that were previously im-
pounded. Ordinance fees were paid 
and the dogs were released.  
   11-26 - to meet with a subject at the 
Galva Police Department who was 
having a mental health crisis.  
   11-26 - Officer notified that all 
Galva railroad crossings were 
blocked by a stopped train. BNSF 
was contacted and the train even-
tually moved along.  
   11-26 - to the 300 block of SE 8th 
Ave. for a physical fight between two 
brothers.   
   11-26 - to the 900 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a complaint involving juve-
niles punching road signs. An officer 
spoke to the juveniles.  
   11-26 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 300 block of Exchange 
St., Damond Martin, 31, Kewanee, 
was arrested for driving while license 
revoked and operating an uninsured 
vehicle. He was released with a re-
quired court date.  
   11-27 - As the result of a traffic 

stop in the 500 block of W. Division 
St., Anthony Patterson, 50, Peoria, 
was arrested for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol, operating an unin-
sured vehicle, driving while license 
suspended, illegal transportation of 
alcohol by a driver and improper lane 
usage. He was taken to the Henry Co 
jail.  
   11-27 - to the intersection of NW 
3rd Ave. and NW 5th St. for a two-
vehicle accident with damage only.  
As the result, David Haga, 73, Galva, 
was cited for failure to yield right-of-
way at a stop intersection.   
   11-27 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 200 block of SE 1st St., 
Steven Anderson, 22, Colona, was 
arrested for driving while license sus-
pended, operating a vehicle with sus-
pended registration, unlawful use of 
a driver’s license, operating an unin-
sured vehicle and possession of adult 
use cannabis in a motor vehicle.  A 
passenger, Chloe Kelley, 18, Moline, 
was charged with possession of adult 
use cannabis in a motor vehicle. 
They were released with court dates.  
   11-21 - Landen Beelman, 20, 
Stronghurst, was issued citations for 
having an illegally tinted windshield, 
operating an uninsured vehicle and 
not wearing a seatbelt in the 500 
block of SE 2nd St.  
   11-21 - Linda Peters, 64, Kewanee, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1000 block of N. Center Ave.  
   11-21 - Carlos Bretado, 26, Wil-
liamsfield, was cited for speeding in 
the 600 block of SE 2nd St.  
   11-22 - A 17-year-old juvenile from 
Laura, was issued a citation for not 
having any insurance in the 600 
block of S. Center Ave.  
   11-23 - Dana Miller, 39, Oswego, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 800 block of N. Center Ave.  
   11-25 - Mansion Kessler, 50, 
Galva, was cited for stopping in a 
crosswalk in the 200 block of S. 
Center Ave. 
   11-26 - Adam Frank, 19, Kewanee, 
was cited for speeding in the 800 
block of SE 2nd St.  
   11-27 - Shane Clayton, 48, Wyo-
ming, was issued a citation for hav-
ing illegal window tinting in the 
1200 block of SE 2nd St.  
   11-27 - Terry Sarver, 50, Galva, 
was cited for not having valid insur-
ance in the 00 block of Chester St. 
   11-27 - Michael Workheiser, 30, 
Kewanee, was issued a citation for 
having an obstructed windshield in 
the 1000 block of N. Center Ave. 

Property Transfers 
   11-21 - Jamie King to Ryle Irish - 
Wm. F. Thomas Add’n - Pt block 1 
lots 5&6 - 106 N. 7th St., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $0. 
   11-21 - Carol J. & Wayne H. Wi-
nans to Danny L. Wagher - Hender-
son & Whitaker’s Add’n - Pt block 
25 lots 1&2 - Consideration = 
$15,000. 
   11-21 - Carol J. & Wayne H. Wi-
nans to Danny L. Wagher - Hender-
son & Whitaker's Add’n - Pt block 
25 lot 1 - 325 E. Vine St., Toulon - 
Consideration = $0.
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   The Prairie News is a member 
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GUEST VOICES

   If you don’t understand the allure, 
gyrating value, and many crack-ups 
of cryptocurrency, a few words 
from New York University’s Nou-
riel Roubini, the economist who 
predicted the 2007-08 housing col-
lapse, might help. 
   Speaking at the Abu Dhabi Fi-
nance conference in mid-No-
vember, Roubini, reported CNBC, 
“described crypto 
and some of its 
major players as 
an ‘ecosystem 
that is totally cor-
rupt.’” 
   Roubini went 
on to explain 
what he meant by 
listing his “seven 
Cs of crypto: 
concealed, corrupt, crooks, crim-
inals, con men, carnival barkers” 
and “CZ,” the initials of a Chinese 
crypto bigshot. 
   Roubini isn’t the only economist 
who sees crypto as a crock. Nobel 
Laureate Paul Krugman, both a pro-
fessor and New York Times colum-
nist, began warning readers about 
crypto’s sorcery in 2013. This past 
July he slammed it again in a col-
umn that (again) highlighted out-to-
lunch U.S. regulators, including the 
Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission (CFTC), the boosterish fu-
tures and derivatives watchdog. 
   Krugman foresaw big trouble be-
cause of the lack of regulation in 
the then-$3 trillion market. All the 
looking away, he noted in quoting a 
Federal Reserve official, “has 
created an environment subject to 
bank runs, not to mention ‘theft, 
hacks, and ransom attacks’ plus 
‘money laundering and financing of 
terrorism.’” 
   “Other than that,” he cheekily 
added, “it’s all good.” 
   Krugman’s dislike of crypto is 

legendary. Recently he labeled Bit-
coin, the best known of almost 
21,000 – yes, 21,000 – crypto 
“coins” in existence, as “useless, 
wasteful, niche and only valuable to 
hype and speculation.” 
   He’s been proven mostly correct. 
In early November, one of the big 
crypto exchanges, FTX, collapsed 
in a matter of days. Its founder, Sam 
Bankman-Fried – a well-known 
crypto “bro” who often testified be-
fore Congress on crypto’s virtues – 
watched as 90 percent of his $26 
billion crypto wealth evaporated. 
   Other crypto exchanges and coins 
were teetering before FTX immo-
lated. The value of one bitcoin fell 
from about $60,000 in January 
2022 to below $17,000 by Thanks-
giving. According to one analyst, an 
estimated 70 percent of all 2022 bit-
coin buyers lost money investing in 
it. In fact, the once $3-trillion-
crypto market now has an estimated 
value of $1 trillion. 
   Where were U.S. regulators in 
crypto’s long run-up and, now, in its 
swift, steep decline? 
   The two biggest players, the rel-
atively benign CFTC and the far 
more feared Security and Exchange 
Commission (SEC), have been 
fighting a turf battle over who has 
jurisdiction in the broad, fluid and 
ill-defined crypto market. 
   The fight isn’t as straightforward 
as it seems. If crypto is seen more 
like an investment – say, shares in a 
company or corporate bonds – then 
the SEC could claim the regulatory 
role. If, however, crypto is defined 
more as a spot market for “tokens,” 
like crypto coins, then the CFTC 
might become the regulator. 
   Even more complicating is Con-
gress. Competing House and Senate 
committees are vying to write 
crypto’s rules. Whichever commit-
tee seizes power – Banking over-

sees the SEC, Agriculture the CFTC 
– will see their clout increase both 
on Capitol Hill and in the campaign 
cash game.  
   Meanwhile, trillions are riding on 
the answers. Most analysts view the 
SEC as a rule-rich, tough regulator. 
Just ask Wall Street. On the other 
hand, high risk/high reward market 
players – like futures market specu-
lators – love, love, love the smaller, 
myopic CFTC. 
   Before crypto’s unhappy pre-
Thanksgiving clobbering, the 
weaker approach looked like the 
stronger bet. “The momentum in 
Congress is on track to elevate the 
CFTC as the key front-line regu-
lator,” reported coindesk.com, a 
crypto newsite. 
   Here’s another tell: The Senate 
CFTC/crypto bill is backed by Sen-
ate Ag Committee Chair Debbie 
Stabenow, the Michigan Dem 
whose former staff expert on crypto 
is Rostin Behnam, the now-serving 
(wait for it) CFTC chairman. 
   That leaves Stabenow’s 2023 Sen-
ate Ag basket overflowing – a new 
Farm Bill to steer through a divided 
Congress, a complicated crypto reg-
ulatory bill that puts guardrails on 
that Wild West show, and a push to 
reauthorize the CFTC. 
   That’s right; the CFTC, the 
agency crypto wants as its regu-
lator, is operating on an expired 
charter. Little wonder Big Crypto 
wants the CFTC as its lapdog, er, 
watchdog. 
     © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

CFTC’s is more lapdog than watchdog in ‘crypto’

Alan 
GUEBERT
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Card of Thanks 
Wall Family 

   Dec. 7th, it will have been 10 years since Andrew 
went into the arms of Jesus. It's hard to believe. 
Time marches on! I have many wonderful memories 
of Andrew, his classmates, teachers and strangers 
sending him cards and notes. There is a tote in my 
closet full of them. Once in a while I'll go through 
them but I have to stop because my eyes and heart 
well up with tears. Precious memories of Andrew 
and caring people making his battle much more 
bearable. I want to say thanks to all of you who 
have shared your love and compassion for Andrew. 
 

Sincerely, his Dad. 
A special thank you to his 8th grade graduating 

class for inviting us to the graduation ceremonies. 



   BISHOP HILL – Bishop 
Hill will hold its 2022 
Lucia Nights (Festival of 
Lights) celebration on Fri-
day, Dec. 9, and Saturday, 
Dec. 10, from 6-9 p.m.  
   This Swedish tradition is 
based on a legend of Saint 
Lucia, Queen of Light.  
The schedule is as fol-
lows: 

Friday, Dec. 9 
   • Lighting of the Park 
Christmas tree at 6 p.m., 
with music provided by 
Jack Watson. 

Saturday, Dec. 10 
   • Bishop Hill Creative 
Commons hosts cookie 
book author Bonnie Tawse 
for a book signing and 
cookie swap from 2-4 p.m. 
   • Entwined and the 
Krans Kafe are hosting 
horse-drawn carriage 
rides. Cost is $5 per per-
son. Children under the 
age of 1 are free. 
   • At 7 p.m., there will be 
an Old Fashioned Barn 
Dance at the Colony 
School.  

Dec. 9-10 
   • Soup and Chili Supper 
at the Bishop Hill Com-
munity United Methodist 
Church begins at 4 p.m. 
Free-will donation.    
   • Peoria Cooperative 
Academy Madrigal 
Singers perform at the Fire 
Station at 6 p.m. 
   • VASA National Ar-
chives will have a closing 
reception for exhibits, 
with storyteller Brian 
“Fox” Ellis sharing Swe-
dish and pioneer Christ-
mas stories from 6-8 p.m. 
   • Hammer and Pick will 
be playing a variety of 
music at the Steeple 
Building, starting at 6 p.m.  
   • Colony Church has 

Lucia and Tomte Selfie 
stations. 
   • At the Bishop Hill Fire 
Station, Peoria Folkulele 
plays at 6 p.m., Jack Wat-
son Quartet plays at 7 and 
Barry Cloyd plays at 8. 
   • Line of Sight Studios 
in the Dairy Building will 
offer $50 Walk-In Family 
Mini Photo Session Spe-
cials.  
   • At 7 p.m., there will be 
an Old Fashioned Barn 
Dance at the Colony 
School. The Sangamo 
Stemwinders will be per-
forming. All dances taught 
and called by Gail Hintze 
and Jim Hicks. Admission 
is $5 per person and be-
ginners are welcome. No 

partner is necessary. 
   For more details, call 
(309) 927-3899 or visit 
www.visitbishophill.com.
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Pictured is the lighting of the 
park Christmas Tree in Bishop 
Hill.  Photo by Lou Lourdeau.

Bishop Hill hosts Lucia Nights Dec. 9-10



Page 7www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • December 2, 2022  

We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

   The board also unani-
mously approved a bid of 
$6,500 from Fritz Asphalt 
Service to sealcoat the 
Grade School parking lot. 
   Board meeting dates will 
be moved to the fourth 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. for each 
month for 2023.  The new 
schedule will be effective 
with the Jan. 24 meeting. 
   In other business, Paul 
Barry reported that the bus 
lease has been extended for 

two more years. 
   The board also approved: 
   • A snow-removal agree-
ment with the Village of 
Bradford. 
   • An inter-governmental 
agreement with Stark 
County and Bureau Valley 
high schools for the 2023-
24 and 2024-25 school 
years. 
   • The 2022 annual finan-
cial report from Gorenz and 
Associates. 

   • A request from the Lions 
Club to use the school for 
its annual breakfast. 
   • A first reading of various 
policy changes, with final 
approval expected at the 
December meeting.

Lawmakers plan to pay down debt

BRADFORD: Meeting dates changed 
Continued from Page 1

By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Law-
makers on Tuesday an-
nounced a bipartisan plan 
to use state revenues to pay 
down the remaining $1.4 
billion in debt taken on by 
the state’s Unemployment 
Insurance Trust Fund amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  
   Part of the agreement is 
expected to move through 

the General Assembly this 
week. It would increase the 
amount of an employee’s 
wages for which an em-
ployer must pay unemploy-
ment taxes – by 2.4 percent 
for each of the next five 
years. It would also in-
crease the target balance of 
reserves from $1 billion to 
$1.75 billion. 
   It does not decrease the 
number of weeks or maxi-

mum amounts of benefits.  
   A $1.8 billion state cash 
appropriation would be in-
cluded in a supplemental 
funding plan to spend the 
current year’s anticipated 
surplus.  
   That will come next year 
as lawmakers look to spend 
an estimated surplus of 
about $2.9 billion for the 
current fiscal year, ending 
June 30, 2023.  
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• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF 
ELMER L. EILTS, Deceased 
                           No. 2022 PR 122 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
ELMER L. EILTS. Letters of Office 
were issued on November 10, 2022, 
to Debra Frail as Independent 
Administrator whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois, or with the representative, or 
both, on or before May 19, 2023. 
Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To e-
file, you must first create an account 
with an e-filing service provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/g
ethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
     Barash & Everett, LLC  
     Attorney for Executor  
     211 W. 2nd St. 
     Kewanee, IL 61443 
     (309) 852-5555 
Published 11/18, 11/25, 12/2/22 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF: 
RICHARD P. TEABURG, 
                             No. 2022PR120 
Deceased  

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Richard P. Teaburg. Letters of Office 
were issued on November 
10, 2022, to Charles D. Eastman as 
Executor whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, or 
both on or before May 13, 2022.  
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 

to the attorney within l0 days after it 
has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/serviceprovid
ers.htm to learn more and to select 
a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-
filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethel
p.asp. Or talk with your local circuit  
clerk’s office. 
     Barash & Everett, LLC 
     Attorney for Executor  
     P.O. Box 165  
     Galva, IL 61434  
     (309) 932-2001  
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 11/18, 11/25, 12/2/22 

• • •     
ASSUMED NAME 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
on November 10, 2022, a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Stark County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post-
office addresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and transacting 
the business known as BELLA LUNA 
JEWELRY, located at 525 N. 
Culbertson St., Toulon, Illinois 
61483. 
   Dated November 10, 2022 

/S/ Heather L. Hollis 
       County Clerk 

Published 11/18, 11/25, 12/2/22 
• • •     

JHS PARKING LOT 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

NUMBER: 0221561.00 
STARK COUNTY CUSD #100 

SECTION 00 1113 
ADVERTISEMENT TO BID 

   STARK COUNTY CUSD #100 IS 
INVITING SEALED BID PROPOSALS 
FROM INTERESTED AND 
QUALIFIED PARTIES FOR 
STARK COUNTY JHS PARKING LOT 
IMPROVEMENTS, LOCATED AT 418 
SOUTH FRANKLIN, TOULON, 
ILLINOIS 61483. 
   THIS PROJECT CONSISTS OF 
CONSTRUCTION OF 
REPLACEMENT AND EXPANSION 
OF THE EXISTING JUNIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL PARKING LOT. THE BASE 
BID WILL BE FOR ASPHALT 
PAVEMENT, BUT CONCRETE 
PAVEMENT WILL BE AN 
ALTERNATE BID. 
   BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED BY 
STARK COUNTY CUSD #100 UNTIL 
THE DATE AND TIME LISTED 
BELOW, AT WHICH 

TIME THE BIDS WILL BE PUBLICLY 
OPENED AND READ ALOUD. 
   3.1. Pre-Bid Date: 12/07/2022 
   3.2. Pre-Bid Time:9:00 am 
   3.3. Pre-Bid Location: Stark 
County High School Main Office: 
418 Franklin, Toulon, IL 61483 
   3.4. Bid Date: 12/14/2022 
   3.5. Bid Time: 2:00 PM Central 
   3.6. Bid Location: Stark County 
Central Office: 300 Van Buren Street, 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
   BID SECURITY SHALL BE 
SUBMITTED WITH EACH BID IN 
THE AMOUNT OF FIVE (5)% 
PERCENT OF THE BID AMOUNT. NO 
BIDS MAY BE WITH-DRAWN FOR A 
PERIOD OF 30 DAYS AFTER 
OPENING OF BIDS. OWNER 
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT 
ANY AND ALL BIDS AND TO WAIVE 
INFORMALITIES AND 
IRREGULARITIES. 
   ONLINE PROCUREMENT AND 
CONTRACTING DOCUMENTS: 
DOCUMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE 
ONLINE THROUGH 
AN ELECTRONIC BID SITE 
MANAGED BY FARNSWORTH 
GROUP, INC. OBTAIN ACCESS 
AFTER 11/17/2022,, BY VISITING 
WWW.F-W.COM AND CLICKING ON 
THE PROJECT BID LIST LINK AT 
THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE OR BY 
CONTACTING FARNSWORTH 
GROUP, INC. ONLINE ACCESS 
WILL BE PROVIDED TO ALL 
REGISTERED BIDDERS DURING 
THE BIDDING PROCESS. A 
SEPARATE FTP SITE WILL BE 
MADE AVAILABLE TO 
THESUCCESSFUL BIDDER FOR THE 
DURATION OF CONSTRUCTION. 
   BIDDERS MUST BE PROPERLY 
LICENSED UNDER THE LAWS 
GOVERNING THEIR RESPECTIVE 
TRADES AND BE ABLE TO OBTAIN 
INSURANCE AND BONDS 
REQUIRED FOR THE WORK. A 
PERFORMANCE BOND, SEPARATE 
LABOR AND MATERIAL PAYMENT 
BOND, AND INSURANCE IN A 
FORM ACCEPTABLE TO OWNER 
WILL BE REQUIRED OF THE 
SUCCESSFUL BIDDER. 
   THE OWNER REQUIRES ALL 
CONTRACTORS AND VENDORS 
DOING BUSINESS WITH THE 
OWNER NOT TO DISCRIMINATE 
AGAINST ANYONE ON THE BASIS 
OF RACE, AGE, COLOR, RELIGION, 
GENDER, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, 
ANCESTRY, NON JOB-RELATED 
HANDICAPS OR NATIONAL ORIGIN. 
   STARK COUNTY CUSD #100 
RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT 
OR REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS, 
AND TO WAIVE ANY AND ALL 
INFORMALITIES IN THE BIDDING. 

AFTER RECEIPT OF BIDS AND 
COMPLETION OF THE REVIEW 
PROCESS, STARK COUNTY CUSD 
#100 MAY AWARD A CONTRACT 
TO THE BIDDER THAT, IN ITS 
OPINION, WILL PROVIDE A 
COMBINATION OF THE BEST 
SERVICES AND REASONABLE 
COST. 
Published 11/25, 12/2/22 

• • •     
ASSUMED NAME  

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
on November 18, 2022, a certificate 
was filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Stark County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post-
office addresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and transacting 
the businesses known as BYNER’S 
MARKET located at 16847 Elmira 
Rd. Toulon, IL 61483 

Dated November 18, 2022 
Heather Hollis, County Clerk 

Published 11/25, 12/2, 12/9/22 
• • •     

NOTICE 
   All personal property belonging to 
Kevin McCurdy, and any additional 
property, stored in unit 19 located at 
AD Storage, 516 S. Peoria St., 
Bradford, IL, will be disposed of 
December 13, 2022 if the balance 
due is not paid in full by December 
12, 2022.  
Published 12/2, 12/9/22  

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

HILDA M. ENGLISH                           
Plaintiff                                                
vs.                                                       
                  Case No. 22-CH-6 
FINANCE AMERICA LLC. 
Defendant 

 NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
   The requisite Motion for 
Authorization to Serve by 
Publication having been filed, notice 
is hereby given to you, Finance 
America LLC, all Non-Record 
Claimants, and all Unknown 
Owners, Defendants in the above-
entitled cause, that the 
above-entitled action was filed and 
is now pending. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are 
identified above. 
   2. The name of the mortgage 
holder of record:  Finance America 
LLC.  
   3. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:  
Lot Number Twenty-two (22) in 

Eddy’s Subdivision of Lots Three (3) 
and Four (4) of Block Three (3) of 
Sloan’s Addition to the Town, now 
City of Kewanee, Henry County, 
Illinois.  Except:  the South One-Half 
(S ½) of an alley lying North of Lot 
Number Twenty-two (22) of Eddy’s 
subdivision of Block Number Three 
(3) of Sloan’s Addition to the town, 
now city of Kewanee, vacated by 
City of Kewanee Ordinance #3190 
generally described as beginning at 
the Northeast corner of said Lot 
Twenty-two (22), thence West 60 
feet, thence North approximately 8 
feet more or less to the center line of 
said vacated alley and thence East 
60 feet, thence South 8 feet to the 
place of origin, Kewanee, Henry 
County, Illinois, and Plaintiff is in 
actual physical possession of this 
property.  A portion of the real estate 
is improved with a single family 
residence. 
    4. A common address or 
description of the location of the real 
estate is as follows: 720 Pleasant 
St., Kewanee, IL 61443.  
    NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Defendants, Non-Record 
Claimants, and Unknown Owners, 
file your answer to the Complaint to 
Quiet Title filed in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, with the Henry County 
Circuit Clerk, 307 W. Center St., 
Cambridge, IL 61238, on or before 
30 days after the date of this 
publication,  a default may be 
entered. 
              /S/ Terilyn A. Motley                      
                      Circuit Clerk 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W 2nd St 
Kewanee, IL 61443  
Phone:  309/852-5555 
Published 12/2, 12/9, 12/16/22  

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

SUSAN A. WHITMORE                      
Plaintiff                                               
vs.                                                         
                     Case No. 22-CH-5 
SAMBOY FINANCIAL, INC.                
Defendant                                           

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
   The requisite Motion for 
Authorization to Serve by 
Publication having been filed, notice 
is hereby given to you, Samboy 
Financial Inc., all Non-Record 
Claimants, and all Unknown 
Owners, Defendants in the above-
entitled cause, that the 
above-entitled action was filed and 
is now pending. 

    1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are 
identified above. 
    2. The name of the mortgage 
holder of record:  Samboy Financial, 
Inc.  
   3. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:  
Lots number Thirty-Seven (37) and 
Thirty-eight (38) in Block Two (2) of 
O’Neil’s Addition to the City of 
Kewanee, Henry County, Illinois. 
    4. A common address or 
description of the location of the real 
estate is as follows: 1202 W. 3rd St., 
Kewanee, IL 61443.  
    NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Defendants, Non-Record 
Claimants, and Unknown Owners, 
file your answer to the Complaint to 
Quiet Title filed in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, with the Henry County 
Circuit Clerk, 307 W. Center St., 
Cambridge, IL 61238, on or before 
30 days after the date of this 
publication,  a default may be 
entered. 
              /S/ Terilyn A. Motley                       
                      Circuit Clerk 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W 2nd St 
Kewanee, IL 61443  
Phone:  309/852-5555 
Published 12/2, 12/9, 12/16/22  

• • •     
 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

   HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS                          
Estate of MARILYN J. MOSS, 

Deceased                                          
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
MARILYN J. MOSS. Letters of Office 
as Independent Executor were 
issued on November 22, 2022 to Jill 
Kelman, 26 Pine Tree Road, 
Kewanee, Illinois, 61443, whose 
attorney is Clinton A. Block, 117 S. 
Chestnut Street Kewanee, Illinois 
61443. Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, Henry County 
Courthouse, 307 West Center Street 
Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or with 
the Executor, or both. Copies of any 
claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the Executor 
and her attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
    Any Claims not filed within six 
months from the date of first 
publication of this Notice will be 
barred. 
Published 12/2, 12/9, 12/16/22 

LEGAL ADS

Illinois separatist group 
meeting in Knoxville 
   KNOXVILLE – A group seeking 
formation of a new state of Illinois 
separate from Chicago and urban 
Cook County will hold an informa-
tional meeting at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, at Big Catz BBQ in Knox-
ville hosted by the Knox County 
Patriots. 
   New Illinois, Inc. is pursuing the 
formation of a new state separate 
from the current state of Illinois, 
Chicago and urban Cook County. 
Speakers will include G. H. Merritt, 
co-founder and state chairman of 
New Illinois. 
   New Illinois’ mission is to edu-
cate Illinoisans about their right, 
under the U.S. Constitution, to pur-
sue the formation of a new state.  
   There is no cost to attend.  
   For more information, contact 
Chris Brown at (309) 231-1280 or 
chrisbrown2273@yahoo.com. 
Galva Fire Station hosts 
visit by Santa on Dec. 3 
   GALVA – Santa will be at the 
Galva Fire Station on Saturday, Dec. 
3,from 1-3 p.m. Use the north door 

of the Galva Fire Station. 
   Santa will be available to take 
wishes and lists, there will be make 
and take it crafts  and refreshments 
will be served. Children will also be 
able to meet the firefighters and look 
at the fire trucks. 

– Carol Townsend 

Et cetera 
   • GALVA – The Galva American 
Legion will holding its free Christ-
mas dinner Saturday, Dec. 3, at the 
legion for senior citizens. Doors open 
at 11 a.m. with a family-style meal 
served at noon. 

   • TOULON – Several Stark County 
High School students were accepted 
to participate in the three-day 89th 
annual IASC State Convention in the 
spring as honor delegates. Selected 
were: Claire Bowser, Maeve Colgan, 
Kylee Frisby, Jimmy Langdon, 
Alexis Martinez, Emily Martinez and 
Hailey Peterson. 
   • KEWANEE – Abilities Plus re-
cently received a donation of 
$3,658.28 from the Kewanee  
Knights of Columbus, Santa Maria 
Council #734 from their annual fall 
Tootsie Roll drive. 

A large crowd attended Galva’s Ole Fashioned Christmas parade last Saturday in down-
town Galva. Pictured above is the newly redone Galva Chamber of Commerce Santa float, 
refurbished by Vice President Carson Halsall. Photo by Carol Townsend.

BRIEFS
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Illinois to create local food buying coops
By KAY SHIPMAN 

FarmWeek 
   Illinois will use $14.4 million in 
U.S. Department of Agriculture fund-
ing to buy locally produced food and 
distribute it to those in need, accord-
ing to state officials. The two-year 
program will involve direct pur-
chases from eligible farmers and 
multiple aggregation sites where 
goods will be consolidated and then 
distributed to schools, nonprofits and 
food banks. 
   The Illinois Department of Agricul-
ture and the Illinois Department of 
Human Services received the money 
as part of a local food purchasing co-
operative agreement with USDA. 
Under the agreement, the state will 

buy produce, protein and fresh pro-
cessed food at fair market value di-
rectly from underserved farmers. 
   To develop an implementation 
plan, a planning committee will hold 
regional listening sessions facilitated 
by the University of Illinois Exten-
sion next year, said Kristi Jones, dep-
uty Illinois agriculture director. 
Planning committee members in-
clude representatives of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau, Illinois Specialty 
Growers Association, the Illinois As-
sociation of Meat Processors, FFA, 
4-H and the Minorities in Agricul-
ture, Natural Resources and Related 
Sciences organization. 
   After Extension experts create an 
implementation plan based on infor-

mation gathered from the listening 
sessions, the state will issue a formal 
request for aggregation sites where 
farmers’ products will be collected, 
packaged and distributed equitably to 
underserved committees. Jones noted 
the aggregations sites will be located 
around the state. 
   A large percentage of the $14.4 
million will be used to buy products 
directly from farmers, while a por-
tion of the money will go for aggre-
gation site operation, according to 
Jones.  
   Jones estimated the regional listen-
ing sessions will occur in the winter 
and spring of 2023 with an imple-
mentation plan coming out later in 
2023.  
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Patricia Bennett 
   MARSHFIELD, Wis. – Patricia 
Bennett, 91, of Wyoming, passed 
away on Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2022.  
She was born Dec. 30, 1930, the 
daughter of the late Harold and 
Theodosia (Hanewacker) Hofstetter, 
in Hampton, Ill. She married Dale 
Bennett on Aug. 
29, 1954, in East 
Moline. 
   Surviving are 
one son, Brad 
(Lisa) Bennett of 
Gainesville, Fla.; 
four daughters, 
Tammy (Nick) 
Dahlkamp of Eden, Utah, Erin Ben-
nett of Brownwood, Texas, Lisa 
(Ron) Kitterman of Rome, Wis., 
and Tina (Curt) Samo of Rochelle, 
Ill.; 11 grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren.  
   She is preceded in death by her 
husband, Dale Bennett; two 
brothers, Dale Hofstetter and Ha-
rold “Ike” Hofstetter; and one 
grandchild, Luke Musselman. 
   Patricia was a registered nurse 
who worked at Kewanee Hospital 
until her retirement. She was a Wy-
oming Grade School Board 
member, a Peoria Journal Star 
Board member, and a 60-year 
member of St. Timothy Lutheran 
Church, where she taught Sunday 
School and actively served her 
church family.  
   She was a loving and devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother and 
friend. She especially loved golfing, 
playing bridge, reading and taking 
family vacations. 
   “Our loss is Heaven’s gain until 
loss is lost when we meet again.” -
JT. 
   The family will hold a private me-
morial service. Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to St. Timothy 
Lutheran Church at 16883 State 
Route 17, Wyoming, IL 61491. 

Robert L. Clarke 
   WYOMING – Robert L. Clarke, 
84, of Wyoming, passed away at 
6:03 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 26, 2022 
at OSF St. Francis Medical Center 
in Peoria. Robert was born on 
March 20, 1938, in Kewanee, the 
son of Lawrence W. and Lucille R. 
(O’Connor) Clarke. He married 
Janet on Dec. 31, 1969; she pre-
ceded him in death. 
   Surviving are his daughter, Nora 
Hooper of Ishpeming, Mich.; nieces 
and nephews, John (Natalie) Carroll 
of Wyoming, Matt (Suzanne) Wil-
son of Wyoming, Bridget (Mike) 
Rickard of Hanna City; and two 
brothers, Don Clarke of Galva and 
Larry Clarke of Boulder Hill.  
   Robert was also preceded in death 
by one brother, William Clarke; and 
one sister, Barb Carroll. 
   Robert was a career military vet-
eran, serving in the United States 
Air Force and later in the United 
States Army. He loved traveling and 
enjoyed spending time with his 
family. Robert was a member of St. 
Dominic Catholic Church in Wyo-
ming. 
   There will be no public services at 
this time. Private burial will be held 
in Abraham Lincoln National Cem-
etery in Elwood. 
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to St. Jude Children’s Re-

search Hospital. 
   Condolences may be left for Rob-
ert’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Donald W. Collister 
   GALVA – Donald William Col-
lister, 86, of Galva, died at 8 p.m., 
Friday, Nov. 25, 2022, at ProMed-
ica Skilled Nursing Facility in Ga-
lesburg. 
   Funeral services were held at 11 
a.m., Tuesday, Nov. 29, at Rux Fu-
neral Home in Galva with Pastor 
Pat Koga officiating. Visitation was 
held one hour prior to the services 
at the funeral 
home. Burial was 
in Galva Ceme-
tery. Memorials 
may be directed 
to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research 
Hospital or to the 
First Baptist 
Church in Galva. 
   He was born Jan. 30, 1936, in 
Galva, the son of William and Alice 
(Eckley) Collister. Don attended 
country schools and graduated from 
Galva High School in 1954.  
   He served his country in the U.S. 
Army from 1959-61 stationed in 
Korea. Don was baptized and a 
member of the First Baptist Church 
in Galva and later attended the First 
United Methodist Church after his 
marriage to Florence. 
   Don married Florence L. Smith 
on Sept. 29, 1990, in Galva. Don 
and Florence lived on a farm and 
enjoyed their many cats and 
doggies. Florence preceded him in 
death on Jan. 19, 2014.  
   He worked with his dad and 
brother in farming and also worked 
for Kress Corp. in Brimfield for 30 
years retiring in 1991. He had a 
passion working and repairing farm 
machinery. 
   Survivors include his aunt, Wilo-
deen Eckley, brother, James Col-
lister and sister, Mary Kraus. Also 
surviving are three nephews, Terry, 
Russel and Darryl Krause; two 
nieces, Tammy (David) Natof and 
Diane (Lanny) Dobbles; three step-
children, Dale Peterson of Gales-
burg, David Peterson of Galva and 
Kris Peterson of Prescott, Ariz.; 
four great-nephews; a great-niece; 
four step-grandchildren; and two 
step-great grandchildren.  
   He was also preceded in death by 
his parents, a special uncle, Dale 
Eckley and three step-daughters. 
   Don enjoyed farming and old 
tractors. He had a love for cats 
which he had over 50 years on the 
farm. His love for his family and 
friends was deep in his heart.  
   After losing Florence, Don moved 
to the Lincoln House high-rise in 
Galva. His quiet calm disposition 
gave him many high-rise friends, 
especially the residents pet dogs 
which he supplied with many dog-
gie treats. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolence left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

Gladys M. Reed 
   GALVA – Gladys M. Reed, 91, of 
Galva, died at 10:45 p.m., Sunday, 
Nov. 27, 2022, at the Kewanee Care 
Home. 
   Funeral services will be held at 11 
a.m., Saturday, Dec. 3 at Rux Fu-
neral Home in Galva with her great-

nephew, Jack Frisby officiating. 
Visitation will be held one hour 
prior to the services at the funeral 
home. Burial will be in Lawnridge 
Cemetery in rural Edelstein, Ill. 
Memorials may be directed to the 
First Baptist Church in Galva. 
   She was born April 29, 1931, in 
Indiana, the 
daughter of Jacob 
and Carrie (Vest) 
Tucker. She mar-
ried James A. 
Reed in 1976, and 
he preceded her 
in death on Jan. 6, 
2002.  
   Survivors in-
clude several nieces and nephews, 
great-nieces and great-nephews and 
great-great nieces and nephews. She 
was also preceded in death by her 
parents, two brothers and two 
sisters. 
   Gladys had worked as a sales rep-
resentative for Avon. She had raised 
Arabian horses and enjoyed playing 
cards. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com. 

Darcy J. Rosebeck 
   GALVA – Darcy J. Rosebeck, 54, 
of Galva, passed away peacefully at 
12:18 a.m., Friday, Nov. 25, 2022, 
at her home surrounded by her lov-
ing family. 
   Funeral services were held at 2 
p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 30, at Rux 
Funeral Home in Galva with Pastor 
David Pender-
grass officiating. 
Visitation was 
held one hour 
prior to the serv-
ices at the funeral 
home. Burial was 
in Osceola Grove 
Cemetery in rural 
Bradford.  
   Memorials may be directed to 
Henry County Humane Society. 
   Darcy was born Jan. 3, 1968, in 
Kewanee, the daughter of Frank 
and Marcine (McKeever) Watson. 
Survivors include her children, Kar-
lie (Brandon) Greene and Kiersten 
(John) Howard, both of Galva; her 
sister, Lorie Watson of LaFayette; 
several nieces and nephews; and 
four grandchildren, Lora, Leah, 
Lane and Cameron.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
father and mother and her nephew 
Brandon. 
   Darcy attended Wethersfield and 
Stark County Schools. She worked 
for several surrounding grocery 
stores early in life.  
   She dedicated her life to her chil-
dren and grandchildren, becoming a 
stay-at-home mom and caring for 
her grandchildren whenever she 
could help. She was an avid animal 
lover and spent her whole life lov-
ing animals, especially her dogs and 
horses. She also enjoyed drawing, 
yard sales, antiquing and riding her 
golf cart around town.  
   She had the most tender heart and 
cared for everyone she loved. She 
was a one-of-a-kind person who 
will be deeply missed. 
   This obituary maybe viewed and 
private condolences left at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com.
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Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey 
United Methodist Church 

  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday; 

West Jersey 9 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sunday; Toulon Sunday School: 
9:15 a.m., All Ages. Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 

Check us out on Facebook @  
Toulon United Methodist Church 

 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

309-695-4523 leave message 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 
 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Interim Pastor Randy Swanson 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday:   9:15 a.m. Worship (in the sanctuary) 

              10:15 a.m. Sunday School classes  
(none Memorial Day thru Labor Day) 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

Bennett

Collister

Reed

Rosebeck
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ing,” Galva Coach Daniel 
Russell said. “Very happy 
holding the last two team 
under 20 points. We have 
balanced scoring. Every-
one is contributing offen-
sively.” 
   Lexi Stone led the way 
against Midland with 18 
points. Ahead 25-11 at 
halftime, Galva held Mid-
land to five points in the 
second half. 
   Kendall Rogers had eight 
points, Ava Strom tallied 
six and Kali Yelm and 
Alexis Spivey scored five 
apiece. 
   On Monday against 
Henry, Yelm and Strom 
scored 13 apiece, Stone 

scored 10, Maddie Bates 
added 6 and Rogers and 
Sarah Kaiser added 2 
apiece. 
   • Stark County girls – Off 
since Nov. 19, the Lady 
Rebels (1-3) have been in 
every game this year, los-
ing by 9, 3 and 1 points. 
   Stark County was to play 
Princeville Wednesday, Il-
lini Bluffs Thursday and is 
home Saturday vs. Kewa-
nee. 
   • Junior high– The re-
gional champion Stark 
County 7th grade girls bas-
ketball team was to play Il-
lini Bluffs (18-3) on 
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
for a berth in the IESA 
Class 7-2A state tourna-

ment. 
   Stark County (17-3) had 
advanced to the sectional 
game at Brimfield Grade 
School by beating Wil-
liamsfield in the regional 
final, 18-16. 
   Wednesday’s winner ad-
vances to play on Saturday, 
Dec. 3, at Paris High 

School at 1 p.m. vs. the 
winner between Putnam 
County (10-10) and Hey-
worth (21-1). 
   In 8th grade girls basket-
ball action, Stark County 
lost its postseason opener 
to Williamsfield, 21-8. 
Galva fell in the semifinals 
to Cambridge, 23-18.  

Page 11www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • December 2, 2022

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

FOR SALE 

• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 
• MUSHROOM COMPOST for gar-
dens, flowerbeds and lawns.  Black 
dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag for drive-
ways or landscapes, 1-3” rejects.  
Ron Eberle.  Delivery is available 
309/493-5881.  Kevin Eberle 309-
253-3462. Kurt Eberle 309-253-7652. 

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: For Rent Toulon Upstairs 
1 BR Apartment in Toulon. Call (309) 
678-1831. 
• TOULON: One bedroom apartment, 
fully furnished, utilities paid. No pets, 
non-smoking. Possible work oppor-

tunity to offset the rent. Must have 
references and deposit. Indian Creek 
Vineyard (309) 525-5302. 

HELP WANTED 

• HELP WANTED: Nutrien Ag Solu-
tions, Princeville, is seeking a sea-
sonal full-time General Laborer. This 
position could become permanent 
with benefits. Duties include filling 
anhydrous ammonia tanks as well as 
conducting various tasks to support 
other workers in the warehouse and 
shop. Please contact Jeff Gehrig at 
(309) 385-2178 for more informa-
tion. 

NOTICE 

• AA MEETINGS: Saturday mornings 
at 8:30 a.m. at the St. Dominic Parish 
Hall located at 208 S. Galena in Wyo-

ming. 

SERVICES 
• HANDYMAN SERVICE/PAINTING: 
Electric repair, carpentry, painting, 
etc. Call Tim at (309) 854-2696. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Classic 
Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 26% 
Tax Credit.  Prices start as low as 
$9,525! Call today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, thermo-
pane vinyl replacement windows, in-
terior painting and electrical, by 
Denny Miller. Over 25 years of ex-
perience. We also do kitchens, baths, 
decks, steps and more. Small jobs 
welcome! Call me at (309) 995-3364, 
LaFayette.

CLASSIFIEDS

Answers on Page 3
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SPORTS: Defense sparking Galva girls basketball
Continued from Page 16

Howard W. Field 
   ELMIRA – Howard W. Field, 77, 
of Elmira, passed away on Monday, 
Nov. 28, 2022, at Aperion Care in 
Princeton, Ill. Howard was born on 
Aug. 15, 1945, in Elmira, the son of 
Marion and Olive (Montooth) Field.  
   Surviving is one sister, Karen 
(Field) Campbell; and three 

nephews, Michael Campbell, Brian 
Campbell and John Swartzendruber. 
He was preceded in death by his par-
ents and one sister, Carol (Field) 
Swartzendruber. 
   Howard graduated from Toulon 
High School. He was an accom-
plished welder and worked at Hyster 
Company in Kewanee before work-
ing at Caterpillar Inc. for over 25 

years where he was a proud member 
of the UAW. 
   There will be no public services at 
this time. Haskell Funeral & Crema-
tion Services in Wyoming, Ill., is as-
sisting the family with arrangements. 
   Condolences may be left for How-
ard’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 
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By NICK VLAHOS and JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   Things started well last week for the 
Stark County boys basketball team at the 
Wally Keller Invitational. But things could 
have finished better. 
   Following two consecutive victories, 
Stark County lost three times in a row at 
the season-opening tournament in Kewa-
nee. A defeat Nov. 25, 67-62 in overtime 
to Bureau Valley, was particularly soul-
sucking, according to Rebels Coach Dusty 
Browning. 
   Stark County led 40-25 at halftime but 
scored only 18 over the third and fourth 
quarters. Bureau Valley rallied to take the 
lead late in regulation. 
   According to Browning, Stark County 
had a chance to win at the end of the 
fourth quarter but missed a layup. Cooper 
Balensiefen (16 points) then scored six in 
OT for Bureau Valley. Stark County had 
baskets from Daniel Kieser and Xander 
Swank. 
   Luke Rewerts finished with a game-high 
19 points for Stark County but was score-
less after halftime. Kieser had 17 points 
and Swank scored 11. 
   The following night, Elmwood defeated 
Stark County 41-33 despite 14 points 
from Rewerts and 11 from Kieser. Elm-
wood led 20-14 at intermission and 31-20 
after three quarters. 
   “We never had any offensive rhythm 
and struggled scoring points the entire 
game,” Browning stated after that game. 

“I think we were still in shock from last 
night’s loss.” 
   On Nov. 23, Kieser had 18 points in a 
60-37 loss to Putnam County, which fin-
ished the tournament 4-1 to win it. Elm-
wood (4-1) was runner-up, and host 
Wethersfield (3-2) finished third. 
   Kieser and Rewerts were selected to the 
all-tournament team. 
   Stark County plays its home opener Fri-
day night against Brimfield. 
   In the freshman-sophomore portion of 
the Wally Keller event, Stark County fin-
ished second. 
   • Galva boys – Galva went 0-6 and fin-
ished last in the six-team ROWVA-Wil-
liamsfield Tip-Off Tournament, played at 
Oneida and Billtown. 
   On Nov. 25, United defeated Galva 69-
26. The Wildcats also lost both games 
they played Saturday, 68-29 to tourna-
ment-champ Port Byron Riverdale and 
65-45 to Henry. 
   Riverdale went 5-0 in the tourney. Host 
ROWVA-Williamsfield was 4-1, United 
3-2, Henry 2-3 and West Central 1-4.  
Galva was host Tuesday night to Midland 
and travels Friday night to North Fulton. 
   • Galva girls – Defense has sparked the 
Galva girls basketball team to its last two 
wins, a 42-16 win over Midland on Tues-
day and a 46-12 defeat of Henry on Mon-
day. 
   “Our defense is getting better every 
game, creating turnovers and rebound-

The Prairie News Sports

Fast start, slow finish 
Stark County boys go 2-3 at Wethersfield tourney

Continued on Page 11
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