
By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva City 
Council on Monday approved 
paying $342,070 to demolish 
three downtown buildings. 
   The first low bid was from 
Brown Excavating and Demo-
lition of Alpha for $73,170 to 
take down 323 Market St. The 
building is owned by B.J. 
Cornwall of Galva.    
   The second bid accepted 

was from Ratliff Brothers of 
Kewanee for $268, 900 to de-
molish 314 Front St., which is 
the former Ceramic Shop. 
   Estimated bid for the project 
had been $500,000 and was 
budgeted for the projects.  
City Administrator David 
Dyer said he was happy bids 
came in $158,000 less than es-
timated. 
   Both structures must be torn 
down and the project com-

pleted by July 1, 2023. 
   The bids on the Cornwall 
property ranged from $73,170 
to $113,000 and the old ce-
ramic shop from $268,900 to 
$274,249. 
   The City of Galva now 
owns the old Ceramic Shop.  
   Todd McClintic had the lone 
bid of $3,200 that was opened 
and accepted for a 2002 Ford 
F550 flatbed truck. 
   Third Ward Alderman Dou-

gie Anderson asked officer 
Alex Wagner if the depart-
ment had gone around and 
checked for old vehicles and 
junk on properties. 
   Wagner said letters had been 
sent to residents giving them 
14 days to resolve the issues. 
   The council unanimously 
passed a tax levy ordinance 
showing $2.75 per $100 of as-
sessed valuation, which is 

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING  – The Stark County 
School District held a tax levy hear-
ing just prior to the regular monthly 
board meeting Dec. 19, although the 
meeting was not required. 
   A Truth in Taxation hearing is re-
quired if the tax rate exceeds 5 per-
cent from the previous year.  
According to the school district, the 
total property taxes extended for 
2021 were $7,153,443. The esti-
mated total property taxes to be lev-
ied for 2022 are $7,456,806. This 
represents a 4.07 percent increase. 
   No one from the public attended 
the school board’s tax levy hearing. 
The tax levy was adopted later in the 
regular school board meeting with a 
7-0 approval from board members. 
   Superintendent Brett Elliott re-
ported that the new Junior High cor-
ridor, restrooms and library will be 
opened to students and staff after the 
winter break. Temporary furniture 
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Galva council accepts downtown demolition bids

MERRY CHRISTMAS!Stark district 
passes 2022 

tax levy 

A festive Stark County Courthouse brightens the night in Toulon as another Christmas Day nears. 
This is our last edition of The Prairie News for 2022, as we will take a week off so staff can spend 
time with friends and family We hope you can do the same and enjoy a very happy holiday season. 
We will resume publication on Jan. 6. Thanks for your support.

Wyoming pays   
staff retirement 
plan shortfall  

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING  – The City of Wyoming 
Council on Dec. 20 approved a resolution to 
make up for lacking payments toward its 
employee retirement plan. 
   The city has had a retirement plan for em-
ployees for six or seven years and contrib-
utes funds into that plan. During a recent 
audit, it was discovered that Wyoming has 
failed to pay its 5 per-
cent contribution for the 
past three years. This 
reportedly occurred be-
cause the city changed 
retirement plan com-
panies and also because 
a new treasurer took 
over for Wyoming. 
   The payment to correct the situation is 
$32,247.45, which was approved by the city 
council to be paid.  
   Employees who have been retired during 
the past three years can call the insurance 
company to ensure that they have received 
their full retirement amounts. 
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Pictured above is the former ceramic shop, lo-
cated on Front St. in Galva, which is scheduled to 
be demolished by July 1.



will be used at the library 
since new furnishings are 
on back order. Once all 
items are received, there 
will be another community 
open house. 
   Five bids were received 
to pave and expand the 
Junior High School park-
ing lot to the east toward 
the bus garage. The board 
approved a $295,000 bid 
from Potter and Sons 
Blacktopping, Inc., of Wy-
oming. Preparation work 
such as tree removal could 
begin soon at an estimated 

cost of $10,000. Blacktop-
ping would not occur until 
next spring. 
   The fence at the Toulon 
football field was approved 
by the board to be perma-
nently removed without re-
placement in the near 
future. The cost will be 
minimal if any. 
   Also approved was par-
ticipation in the Illinois 
High School Association 
bass fishing program for 
the spring of 2023. Talks 
with Cozzi Ranch are cur-
rently being held about a 
practice facility. 

   The board scheduled Jan. 
17, 2023, for its mid-year 
board retreat. Monday Jan. 
16 is the Martin Luther 
King holiday. 
   After executive session, 
the board approved Seth 
King as junior high lunch 
supervisor for 2022-23; 
Caitlin Meaker as musical 
accompanist for the 2022-
23 school year; and a sal-
ary adjustment for 
Transportation Director 
Toni Nowlan that includes 
adding an additional 15 
workdays to her contract.

down 4 cents 
from lasts year’s $2.79. This will generate 
$80,737 more revenue for the City of 
Galva. 
   The increased assessed valuation is 
from the retirement of TIF 1. 
   Police Chief Kraig Townsend reminded 
residents to lock their house, sheds, ga-
rages and cars. He said there have been 
recent burglaries in Victoria, Altona, 
Cambridge and Oneida. Kraig advised 
each business owner who has gaming ma-
chines to check their doors every night 
and possibly even to leave some lights on 
overnight. 
   He also commended Officer Wagner 
who responded to a fire call with smoke 
in the area of NW First Street. Wagner 
woke a woman and her son in an upstairs 
apartment where the ceiling was on fire. 
   Chief Townsend said the resident pre-
sented Wagner with gift cards for saving 
their lives. 

   The council approved city membership 
in the Illinois Municipal League Risk 
Management Association for their in-
cluded liability and cyber insurance. This 
is cheaper than what the city is currently 
paying. 
   The ice rink in Wiley Park will be filled 
Tuesday by neighbor Mike Yepson.
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GALVA: Area burglaries discussed
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STARK: JH parking lot to expand east

Three to run for mayor  
   GALVA – Three candidates are vying 
for the position of mayor in the upcom-
ing April election.  
   There is nobody running on the 
Peoples Party, but all three have filed a 
petition to run on the Independent 
ticket. 
   Those candidates are Mayor Rich 
Volkert, who is seeking his second four 
-year term, David Heck and Traci 
McClintic. 

– Carol Townsend
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PUBLIC RECORD
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   12-12 - Elvis J. Weir, 58, of Cas-
tleton was involved in a deer-re-
lated vehicle accident on 1100N 
near the intersection of 1150E. No 
injuries were reported but the ve-
hicle had estimated damages of 
over $1,500. 
   12-11 - A burglary was reported 
from an employee at the Toulon Tap 
in Toulon. The incident is under in-
vestigation by the Toulon Police 
Department and the Illinois State 
Police.  
   12-11 - An abandoned vehicle 
was towed from Grain Bin Road 
where it was parked partially on the 
roadway.  
   12-12 - A possible domestic prob-
lem was investigated in the 300 
block of South St. in Bradford.  
   12-12 - A missing juvenile was re-
ported from Toulon. The 14-year-
old was later located and returned 
home.  
   12-14 - A stolen vehicle was re-
ported from a resident in the 500 
block of N. Seventh St. in Wyo-
ming. The incidentis under investi-
gation.  
   12-16 - Authorities are investigat-
ing a single-vehicle accident that 
occurred on 600N and Lombard-
ville, where an abandoned van was 
discovered rolled over into a field. 
The vehicle was towed from the 
scene to the Stark County impound 
lot where it is being held because 
the driver left the scene of the acci-
dent, damaged property and the ve-
hicle. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   12-12 - to a residence on NE 4th 
Ave. to conduct a welfare check. 
The subject was fine. 
   12-12 - to the Exchange Street 
railroad tracks for a crossing arm 
malfunction. BNSF was contacted.  
   12-12 - to the 900 block of W. Di-
vision St. for a two-vehicle accident 
with damage only. Mary Rawlings, 
69, Cambridge, was issued a cita-
tion for improper backing.   
   12-13 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a verbal domestic dispute be-
tween sisters.  
   12-13 - to a domestic disturbance 
in the 600 block of NW 1st St.  
   12-13 - to the 00 block of SE 2nd 
Ave. for a report involving harass-
ment through electronic communi-
cations. The report was forwarded 
to the State’s Attorney’s Office.  
   12-13 – to assist the Henry 
County Sheriff’s Office with serv-
ing an order of protection in the 600 
block of NW 1st St.  
   12-13 - to the 600 block of NW 
1st St. for a report involving a vio-
lation of an order of protection. 
This was referred to the State’s’At-
torneys Office.  
   12-14 - While patrolling, an of-
ficer noticed that a train had 
stopped and was blocking all Galva 
crossings.  BNSF was contacted 

and the train eventually moved 
along.  
   12-14 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 800 block of SE 2nd St., 
Skye Greene, 33, Cambridge, was 
arrested for unlawful use of a 
driver’s license, unlawful use or 
possession of registration, driving 
while license suspended, operating 
an uninsured vehicle, speeding, op-
erating a vehicle with suspended 
registration and possession of adult-
use cannabis in a motor vehicle. 
She was released with a required 
court date.  
   12-14 - to the 400 block of SE 1st 
St. for a report involving harass-
ment through electronic communi-
cations. It was referred to the States 
Attorney’s Office.  
   12-14 - to the 400 block of SE 7th 
Ave. to assist a citizen after a pack-
age was delivered by FedEx to the 
wrong address. The package was re-
trieved and delivered correctly.  
   12-14 - to the 100 block of NE 1st 
St. for an ongoing issue with a 
neighbor’s dogs running around 
with no supervision. Officer con-
tacted the dog owner and explained 
Illinois leash law.  
   12-15 - to Route 34 east of town 
to assist Henry County with a sin-
gle-vehicle accident due to slick 
roads.   
   12-16 - to assist Kewanee Police 
Department locate a Galva resident 
wanted for a domestic battery that 
occurred in Kewanee. Kewanee lo-
cated subject in its jurisdiction.   
   12-16 - to Sentry Estates for a 
dog-bite complaint. The family dog 
bit a juvenile in the lip.   
   12-17 - to the 100 block of SE 3rd 
St. for a verbal disturbance.   
   12-17 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 800 block of W. Division 
St., Chad Kubec, 28, Galva, was ar-
rested for operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration, operating an 
uninsured vehicle and failure to no-
tify secretary of state of address 
change. He was released with a re-
quired court date.  
   12-17 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 300 block of Commer-
cial St., Amanda Robinson, 29, Ga-
lesburg, was arrested for possession 
of adult-use cannabis in a motor ve-
hicle and unlawfully stopping a ve-
hicle in a crosswalk. A passenger, 
Nathan Eck, 28, Galesburg, was ar-
rested for possession of adult-use 
cannabis in a motor vehicle, posses-
sion of cannabis 100-400 grams, 
and possession of cannabis 100-400 
grams with intent to deliver. The 
police K9 gave a positive indication 
on this vehicle. Both were released 
with required court dates.  
   12-18 - Officers were advised of 
an ongoing disturbance that began 
in Kewanee and was passing 
through Galva. This involved a 
Galva couple being followed by an 
ex-boyfriend, who had allegedly 
made threats. Officer located both 
vehicles and a traffic stop was con-
ducted. The suspect driver, Fredrick 

Teeslink, 47, Kewanee, was issued 
citations for failure to signal when 
required and driving too fast for 
conditions. Kewanee PD was con-
tacted and will handle the initial 
part that occurred in Kewanee.  
   12-18 - to a residence on SW 4th 
Ave. for a welfare check. Subject 
was fine.  
   12-18 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 800 block of SE 2nd St., 
Karysa Morris, 28, Kewanee, was 
arrested for driving while license 
suspended and failure to dim head-
lights.  She was released with a re-
quired court date.  
   12-18 - to a dog-attack complaint 
in the 100 block of SE 1st St. A pit 
bull attacked another dog and then 
the victim dog’s owner. The owner 
suffered an injury to her hand. 
   12-18 - to the 700 block of SE 1st 
St. for a loose-dog complaint. Of-
ficer was not able to locate it.  
   12-12 - Michael Rogers, 45, Ga-
lesburg, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 300 block of SE 2nd 
Street. 
   12-12 - Paula Luft, 69, Galva, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1000 block of SE 2nd Street.  
   12-17 - Tammy Hendrickson, 45, 
Galva, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 100 block of SW 
2nd Street.  
  12-17 - Matthew Millage, 47, 
Keithsburg, was issued citations for 
illegal use of lighting system, ex-
pired registration and expired regis-
tration on a trailer that he was 
towing.   
   12-17 - Jeremy Gallagher, 45, 
Monmouth, was issued a citation 
for failure to secure new registra-
tion after transfer of ownership in 
the 00 block of SW 2nd Street.  
   12-17 - Cole Glick, 18, LaPrairie, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 500 block of SE 2nd Street.  
   12-17 - Jamie Howard, 34, Galva, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1000 block of SW 2nd St.  
   12-18 - Tara Harris, 39, Gales-
burg, was issued a citation for hav-
ing illegal window tint in the 800 
block of W. Division St. 

Property Transfers 
   12-13 - Knobloch Family Partner-
ship, LLC to Brenda S., Lance E., 
Myron L. Trustee, Neil A. Kno-
bloch, Gloria L. Moser & Melody 
A. Schulz - Pt 22-12-6 NE & SE - 
Consideration = $0. 
   12-13 - Jay Emery Johnson, Ind. 
Exec. to SFV, LLP - Pt 6-12-5 NE 
& NW - onsideration = $2,016,256. 
   12-16 - George W. Sales to Wil-
liam M., Barabara J., and Michael 
A. Baumann and Thomas A. Hoy - 
Pt 1-13-6 SE & Pt 6-13-7 SW - 
Consideration = $1,307,991. 

Divorces 
   12-19 - Brandi E. Gerard, Peoria 
and Brad D. Gerard, Toulon.

WYOMING: Renewed insurance coverage
   A resolution was passed to pay a 
fourth disbursement of $41,403.68 to 
Leander Construction and to the 
Farnsworth Group for engineering 
charges equal to $12,885.88 for Wy-
oming’s wastewater and sewer plant 

refurbishment project. 
   Another resolution passed by the 
council concerned renewing the 
city’s insurance coverage with the 
Leezer Insurance Agency, of Toulon.  
   Ben Leezer presented the new in-
surance coverage to the council that 

is for the city’s property and liability 

coverage. Approved were estimated 

quarterly premiums of $13,722.25 up 

from $12,473.25, and of $54,889 up 

from $49,893 the previous year.

Continued from Page 1
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except the last week 
of December and a week in July) 
by Lampe Publications LLC, 115 
W. Main St., Elmwood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
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ads@prairie-news.com 
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Ken Black  
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The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tuesdays 
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3 
p.m. The Prairie News encourages 
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news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
that part of an ad in which the 
error occured. 
   The Prairie News is a member 
of the Illinois Press Association.

GUEST VOICES

   The Christmas tree was a scrub 
cedar hacked from the edge of the 
woods that bordered the farm. 
   Big-bulbed lights, strung in 
barber pole fashion, generated al-
most as much heat as the nearby 
woodstove. Yellowed Christmas 
cards, saved through the years and 
perched like doves in the un-
trimmed branches, served as orna-
ments. 
   “I believe this is the prettiest tree 
I've ever had,” Howard proclaimed 
as we stood in its glow. “And it 
smells good, too.” 
   The only scent 
evident to me 
was a mixture of 
wood smoke and 
the remains of a 
fried pork supper, 
but I lied and 
said, “Sure 
does.” 
   Howard beck-
oned me to sit. 
We had shared Christmas Day in 
the dairy barn and it was his request 
that we share a bit of the night, also. 
He knew I was alone because my 
family, his employer, was visiting 
relatives. I knew he was alone be-
cause he was always alone, a bach-
elor for nearly 40 years. 
   “I’ll get us some Christmas 
cheer,” he offered as I sank into the 
sofa. 
   In untied work shoes he shuffled 
toward the kitchen. A minute later, 
he returned with two water glasses 
filled with rhubarb wine. 
   “It’s been a good Christmas, ain’t 
it Allie-Boy?” he asked as he sat in 
a ladder back chair by the stove. 
   He had called me Allie Boy for as 
long as I could remember. I had 

taken to calling him Hoard the 
Dairyman after the title of a farm 
magazine my father subscribed to. 
   I nodded. It had been a good day. 
   Two wobbly newborn calves 
greeted us when we arrived at the 
dairy barn early that morning. Wet 
and shivering, we dried them with 
the past summer’s straw before 
showing them how to find breakfast 
at their mamas’ side. One was a 
bull, the other a heifer. 
   “We ought to name ’em Mary and 
Joseph,” Howard now said as we 
rehashed the day, “on account of 
them being born today.” 
   Mary and Joseph? 
   Generally, Howard had only one 
name for all cows: Succum.  
   None of us knew what it meant or 
where it came from, but from the 
time he arrived on the farm in 1965 
every cow was always Succum and 
every heifer was always Little Suc-
cum. A group of cows or calves 
were simply Big Succums or Baby 
Succums. 
   “Mary and Joseph they will be,” I 
said approvingly. 
   Silence hung in the stale air. I 
reckoned that if you had bached it 
for 40 years, silence wasn’t a void 
that needed to be filled, so I sipped 
my wine and said nothing.  
   Howard reached for his pipe and 
the big, red can of Velvet tobacco 
that had been my Christmas gift to 
him that morning. 
   “You want to roll yourself a 
smoke, Allie? I got some papers 
here.” 
   I shook off the offer. 
   “Yep,” Howard said as if to him-
self, “that’s the prettiest tree I’ve 
ever had. And this is shaping up to 
be the nicest Christmas I’ve ever 

had because you came by.” 
   I looked at the tree and then at the 
old man ringed in tobacco smoke 
staring at it and I felt sad. Not for 
him. I felt sad for me.  
   I had agreed to come to his house 
to accommodate him, a favor for a 
hired man. 
   But he had not wanted a favor. All 
he had wanted was the chance to 
share his Christmas good fortune 
with me. He had some new wine, a 
warm fire, his best Christmas tree 
ever and a week’s worth of tobacco. 
He was happy, and he wanted to 
give me some of that happiness. 
   As I stared at the silhouette of 
Hoard the Dairyman in the glow of 
the Christmas lights, I saw a man of 
great warmth, vast wealth and pure 
honesty. He didn’t have a checking 
account or credit card, but he was 
far richer than the condescending 
college boy on his sofa. 
   “Well Hoard,” I said a very quiet 
minute later, “I better go. We both 
need to be at the barn early tomor-
row.”  
   He led me to the back door. 
“Don’t forget,” he said as I headed 
for the truck, “we’ll call those 
calves Mary and Joseph.” 
   Almost many Christmas Nights 
later, I have not forgotten two 
calves named Mary and Joseph and 
Howard’s priceless gift of simple 
giving. 
     © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Howard’s priceless gift of simple giving

Alan 
GUEBERT
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Card of Thanks 
The Family of Paul Nowlan 

  We would like to thank everyone for their generos-
ity since Paul's passing. The food, flowers, cards, 
texts, visits, etc. were so greatly appreciated. Paul 
would be humbled to know such a fuss was being 
made over him. He truly was the best and was our 
favorite person.

 
Millie 

Megan, Brett, Mason & 
Madison Streitmatter 

Blake Nowlan 
Paige, Nick & Sienna Rumbold 

Payton Nowlan  
& Colton Senders
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Kathryne H. Barbee 
   EDELSTEIN – Kathryne Hol-
lingsworth Barbee, 88, of Edelstein 
passed away on Dec. 9, 2022, in 
Peoria. She was born Jan. 14, 1934, 
in Maryville, Tenn., the daughter of 
Delbert and Jennie Belle (LeQuire) 
Hollingsworth. She married John 
Gill Barbee Sr. on May 29, 1952. 
He died March 14, 2014. 
   Surviving are her children, Me-
lany (Bob) McMahan, Shelly 
(Mead) Babcock, John (Mary) Bar-
bee Jr., Debby (Mike) Hinrichsen, 
Clark Barbee, Teresa (Aron) Quist 
and Michael Barbee; 16 grandchil-
dren; and 12 great-grandchildren. 
   Memorial services were Dec. 16. 

Davey L. Stewart 
   CHICAGO – Davey L. Stewart, 
92, of Chicago, died Sunday, Dec.18, 
2022, at OSF St. Mary Medical 
Center in Galesburg. 
   A memorial service will be held at 
the Brimfield Evangelical Free 
Church at a later date. Private inurn-
ment will take place in Galva Ceme-
tery. Memorials may be directed to 
the Galva Food Pantry. 
   He was born April 11, 1930, in Vic-
toria, the son of Lester Howard and 
Frances Viola (Fahnstrom) Stewart. 
Survivors include his brother, Gary 
(Marilyn) Stewart of Elmwood, and 
his two sisters, Paula (Gordon-de-
ceased) Hall of Kalispell, Mont., and 

Karen (Don) Friend of Gilson .    
   Condolences can be left online at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com. 

Janet M. Wirth 
   PRINCETON – Janet Wirth, 75, 
of Princeton passed away on Dec. 
14, 2022. Janet was born on Feb. 
26, 1947 to John and Florence (Bo-
dwell) Fox. She attended  Wyoming 
High School and graduated in 1965.  
   Janet is survived by her three chil-
dren, Nevin , Edward and Andrew 
Wirth; eight grandchildren; and one 
sister, Carol Fairbanks of  Wyo-
ming. 
   A celebration of life will take 
place at a later date.

OBITUARIES

Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey 
United Methodist Church 

  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday; 

West Jersey 9 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sunday; Toulon Sunday School: 
9:15 a.m., All Ages. Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 

Check us out on Facebook @  
Toulon United Methodist Church 

 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

309-695-4523 leave message 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 
 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School/Confirmation Class 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

• • •     
CLAIM NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  

OF ILLINOIS - STARK COUNTY 
In Re ESTATE OF 
PAUL R. NOWLAN, 

No. 2022-PR-00018 
Deceased.                                          
   NOTICE is given to creditors of the 
death of PAUL R. NOWLAN on 
October 23, 2022.  Letters of Office 
were issued by the above entitled 
Court to MILDRED J. NOWLAN, of 
2038 State Route 17, Lafayette, 
Illinois 61449, as Executor, whose 
attorneys of record are WHITNEY & 
POTTS, LTD., 118 West Main 
Street, P. O. Box 368, Elmwood, 
Illinois, 61529-0368.  Claims 
against the Estate may be filed in the 
Circuit Clerk's Office, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois, or 
with the representa-tive or both on 
or before the 16th day of June, 
2023, or if mailing or delivery of a 
Notice from the representative is 
required by Sec. 18-3 of the 
Probate Act of 2075, the date 
stated in that Notice.  Every claim 
filed must be in writing and state 
sufficient information to notify the 
representative of the nature of the 
claim or other relief sought.  Any 
claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed and the claimant shall 
file with the Court, proof of any 
required mailing or delivery of 
copies. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions.  To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/servic
e-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider.  If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp.  
   DATED this 2nd day of 
December, 2022.                                
              MILDRED J. NOWLAN,   
              Executor of the Estate of  
              PAUL R. NOWLAN,  
              Deceased.   
ASHLEE E. STABLER, Esq. 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD. 
Attorneys for Executor 
118 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 368 
Elmwood, IL  61529-0368 
Telephone: (309) 742-3611 
ashlee@whitneyandpotts.com  
Published 12/9, 12/16, 12/23/22 

• • •     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF 
                            No. 2022 PR 131 
BETTY LOU MAHNESMITH, 

Deceased                                         
CLAIM NOTICE 

(Publication) 
   Notice is given of the death of  
BETTY LOU MAHNESMITH. Letters 
of Office were issued on December 
7, 2022, to Connie Nyert and 
James Mahnesmith as 
Independent Co-Administrators 
whose attorneys are Barash & 
Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before June 17, 
2023. Any claim not filed by that 
date is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.  E-filing is 
now mandatory for documents in 
civil cases with limited exemptions. 
To e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
  Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC                      
Attorney for Executor                       
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 12/9, 12/16, 12/23/22 

• • •                                                     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
DARCY J. ROSEBECK, deceased 
No. 2022PR128 
   Notice is given of the death of 
DARCY J. ROSEBECK.  Letters of 
Independent Co-Administration 
were issued on December 2, 2022 
to Karlie Greene, of 29 SE 4th St, 
Galva, IL 61434, and Kiersten 
Howard, of 2014 Midland Rd. 

Galva, IL 61434, as Independent 
Co-Administrators whose attorney 
is Michael E. Massie, of Massie & 
Quick, 115 NW 3rd Avenue, Galva, 
IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or with 
the representatives, or both, within 
six months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
115 Northwest Third Avenue 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 12/16, 12/23, 1/6/22 

• • •                                                        
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT STARK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF 
Robert L. Clarke 

No. 2022-PR 
Deceased 

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
   Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of Robert L. Clarke. 
   On December 2, 2022 Letters of 
Office were issued to Nora K. 
Hooper whose attorney of record is 
Anne C. Rennick, P.O. Box 90, 
Wyoming, IL 61491. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Stark County, 
Illinois, or with the Representative, 
or both, on or before (a) June 19, 
2023 or (b) if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the Representative is 
required by the provisions of 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 
1975, the date stated in that notice. 
Any claim not filed on or before the 
date(s) is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Representative 

and to the Attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed. 
   Dated December 12, 2022 
/S/ Anne C. Rennick 
Attorney for: Estate of Robert L. 
Clarke 
P.O. Box 90 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
Ph: (309) 695-4701 
Fax: (309) 695-2119 
Email: acrennick@yahoo.com 
Published 12/16, 12/23, 1/6/22 

• • •                                                          
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF 
Bruce V. Barton 

No. 2022PR127 
Deceased 

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
   Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of Bruce V. Barton. 
   On November 30, 2022 Letters of 
Office were issued to Sarah K. 
Barton whose attorney of record is 
Anne C. Rennick, P.O. Box 90, 
Wyoming, IL 61491. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Henry County, 
Illinois, or with the Representative, 
or both, on or before (a) June 19, 
2023 or (b) if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the Representative is 
required by the provisions of 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 
1975, the date stated in that notice. 
Any claim not filed on or before the 
date(s) is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Representative 
and to the Attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed. 
   Dated December 12, 2022 
/S/ Anne C. Rennick 
Attorney for: Estate of Bruce V. 
Barton 
P.O. Box 90 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
Ph: (309) 695-4701 
Fax: (309) 695-2119 
Email: acrennick@yahoo.com 
Published 12/16, 12/23, 1/6/22 

• • •    

LEGAL ADS
DELINQUENT PROPERTIES 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE NO. 2022TX11  
   To the following named persons (and if deceased, to their unknown heirs and devisees), and to the State of 
Illinois, and to all interested departments and agencies thereof, including among others Illinois Department of 
Revenue, Illinois Attorney General, Illinois Dept. of Employment Security, Illinois Department of Human Services, 
State of Illinois Dept. of Healthcare & Family Services (public aid) General Counsel and Stark County Clerk, Stark 
County Treasurer, City of Toulon, Stark County State's Attorney, and to occupants, unknown owners and parties 
interested in the parcels hereinafter named: 
Parcel Number    Owners/Parties Interested                                  Cert Number     Street Or Common Address 
03-17-200-004     Lumpkin, Joe S.                                                    201900017        1511 TOWNSHIP ROAD 950 N 
03-17-200-004     The Bank Of New York Trust Company, N.A.       201900017        1511 TOWNSHIP ROAD 950 N 
   Take Notice That The Abovesaid Parcels Were Sold On October 27, 2020, For General Taxes For The Year 2019 
and Prior Years, and that the Period of redemption from such sale expires June 9, 2023. Take further notice that a 
petition for order directing issuance of tax deeds has been filed in the abovesaid cause as to the above-named 
parcels by Stark County, as trustee, and that on June 30, 2023 at 11:00 AM, said oetitioner will apply for an order 
that a tax deed issue as to each abovesaid parcel not redeemed on or before June 9, 2023.  
    /S/ Stark County As Trustee, Petitioner. 
   For further information contact the County Clerk, Address: 130 West Main, Toulon, Il 61483, Telephone: (309) 
286-5911 
Published 12/23, 1/6, 1/13/22
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Answers on Page 3

FOR SALE 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: For Rent Toulon Upstairs 
1 BR Apartment in Toulon. Call 
(309) 678-1831. 
• TOULON: For Rent: Toulon, 308 W. 
Main St., 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath home, 
detached garage. Call (309) 678-

1831 for further information. 

NOTICE 
• AA MEETINGS: Saturday mornings 
at 8:30 a.m. at the St. Dominic Par-
ish Hall located at 208 S. Galena in 
Wyoming. 

SERVICES 
• HANDYMAN SERVICE/PAINTING: 
Electric repair, carpentry, painting, 
etc. Call Tim at (309) 854-2696. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified 

OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 26% 
Tax Credit.  Prices start as low as 
$9,525! Call today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, thermo-
pane vinyl replacement windows, in-
terior painting and electrical, by 
Denny Miller. Over 25 years of ex-
perience. We also do kitchens, 
baths, decks, steps and more. Small 
jobs welcome! Call me at (309) 995-
3364, LaFayette.

CLASSIFIEDS

THE PRAIRIE NEWS WILL NOT  
PUBLISH A PAPER ON DEC. 30



We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion
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By NICK VLAHOS and JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The Stark County boys had 
a rough shooting night Tuesday against 
Elmwood in a 43-31 loss at home. 
   After battling to a 10-10 in the first 
quarter, the Rebels (5-4) managed just one 
field goal in the second quarter, missing 
numerous layups heading into intermis-
sion. Then after rallying to within 25-22 
after three, Stark County saw Elmwood go 
on an 18-9 run led by Bo Windish’s 10 
points in the quarter. 
   Matthew Bowser and Luke Rewerts led 
the Rebels with eight points apiece, Dan-
iel Kieser added seven and Joey Harmon 
scored six. 
   On Dec. 17, Stark County won 57-41 at 
North Fulton, thanks in part to six third-
quarter points each from Bowser and Re-
werts. They helped turn a 24-22 halftime 
deficit into a 43-28 lead. Bowser finished 
with 15 points, Kieser with 14 and Re-
werts with nine, all in the second half. 
   The Rebels’ game Dec. 15 at DePue was 
not played because of a lack of floor offi-
cials, according to Browning. As of earlier 
this week, it had not been rescheduled. 
Stark County was scheduled to play Wed-
nesday night at Midland. 
   Next week, Stark County is in the War-
kins Memorial Classic, a pool-play event 
at Erie and Prophetstown. The Rebels 
have two games Dec. 27 at Prophetstown 
– at 10 a.m. vs. Port Byron Riverdale and 
at 1 p.m. vs. Fulton. Pairings for Dec. 29 
and 30 at Erie are to be determined.  
   Stark County also is scheduled to play 
Jan. 3 at home against Princeville. 
   The Rebels JV team is 8-2 and won the 
Galva tournament earlier this month. It 
also was runner-up at Wethersfield 
Thanksgiving week. 
   • Galva boys – Galva (0-11) lost Tuesday 
at home to Bureau Valley, 71-56, despite 

14 points from Blake Stahl, 13 from John 
Gravitt and 12 from Jaxson Willer.  
   The Wildcats open their Princeville 
Holiday Tournament play at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday against top-seeded Midland. If 
they win, they are to play at 8 p.m. Dec. 
27. If they lose, they are to play at 3:30 
p.m. Dec. 27. In either case, the opponent 
will be either Peoria Heights or Prince-
ville. The tourney ends Dec. 28. 
   Galva opens the new year with games 
on back-to-back nights – Jan. 3 at We-
thersfield and Jan. 4 at LaMoille. 
   • Galva girls – Galva (8-5) dropped a 
pair to Peoria Heights and Kewanee last 
week while battling sickness. 
  “Hopefully we can get healthy again for 
the Princeville tournament,” Coach Daniel 
Russell said.  
   Galva’s Princeville schedule is as fol-
lows: Dec 26 vs. Elmwood at 10:30 a.m. 
and vs. Tremont at 4:30 p.m.; Dec. 27 vs. 
Bushnell-Prairie City at 10:30 a.m. and 
Princeville at 6 p.m.; Dec. 28 vs. Midland 
at 9 a.m. Galva is at Ridgewood Jan. 2. 
      • Stark County girls – The Lady Rebels 
(3-8) lost to Lewistown at home on Mon-
day, 62-32, after trailing 36-16 at halftime. 
   Kylee Frisby led with 10 points, Payten 
Hillier had 9, Paige Rewerts scored 5 and 
Morgan Brooks and Lindley Johnston tal-
lied 4 apiece. 
   “We are getting better,” Coach Bob 
Bohm said. “Frisby is averaging a double-
double, Hillier and Lauren West continue 
to get better. Rewerts is doing well run-
ning the show and Johnston is starting to 
get her basketball legs.” 
   The Lady Rebels play next at Monti-
cello: Dec. 26 vs. Monticello at 10 a.m. 
and Clinton at 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 27 vs. Col-
fax Ridgeview at 3:30 p.m. and Dec. 28 
based on pool play. Then SC is back home 
Jan. 2 for a Lincoln Trail Conference 
meeting with Wethersfield.  

The Prairie News Sports

Stark Co. boys, girls lose 
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