
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The suspect in the Toulon Tap bur-
glary turned himself in to law enforcement au-
thorities on Dec. 20, according to Toulon Police 
Chief Gary Bent. The suspect remained incarcer-
ated in the LaSalle County Jail 
under a Stark County arrest 
warrant. 
   John P. Malik, 53, of Men-
dota, turned himself in to the 
Mendota Police Department 
after learning of the Stark 
County arrest warrant. He al-
legedly burglarized the Toulon 
Tap tavern on Dec. 11 between 
1-2 a.m.  
   Malik was identified as the alleged burglar 
using footage from a video surveillance camera. 
On Dec.13, Stark County State’s Attorney Caro-
line Borden Campion and Chief Bent appeared 
before Circuit Judge Bruce P. Fehrenbacher and 
requested the arrest warrant. 
   Toulon Police, in conjunction with the Stark 
County Sheriff’s Office, have extradited Malik to 
Stark County Jail from the LaSalle County Jail. 
Malik will remain incarcerated in the Stark 
County Jail under a $200,000 bail bond, or $2,000 
cash, which is 10 percent.
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FARM BUREAU DOCUMENTARYToulon Tap burglary 
suspect surrenders

Farm family featured
By KAY SHIPMAN 

FarmWeek 

   The Illinois Farm Bureau’s first 
documentary, “Sustaining Our 
Future: A Farm Family Story”, 
shares farmers’work to protect 
natural resources through the 
story of three generations of a 
Bureau County farm family. On 
Dec. 3, an excerpt of the film de-
buted for Farm Bureau members 
attending the IFB annual meeting 
in Chicago. 
   The documentary can be seen 

online on the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau YouTube page and will be 
shown by the Bureau County 
Farm Bureau on Jan. 14 at 7 p.m. 
at the Apollo Theatre in Prince-
ton. For reservations, call (815) 
875-6481. 
   The crux of the film is Walnut 
farmer Michael Ganschow and 
his conservation work to con-
tinue a legacy started by his 
grandfather, Dean Ganschow, 
and continued by his late father, 

Illinois Farm Bureau’s video production team interviews farmer Michal Ganschow 
of Bureau County during a final shoot for its new documentary “Sustaining Our Fu-
ture: A Farm Family Story.” Photo by Catrina Rawson of Illinois Farm Bureau.

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   As the cold, post-holiday reality of winter 
arrives, land auction season is ready to get 
hot. And while interest rates doubled in 2022, 
land prices have still increased. 
   In fact, on Dec. 20, Murray Wise Associates 
auctioned a farm that is believed to have gen-
erated the highest sales price ever in Henry 
County. A 38-acre parcel of high-quality soils 
located just southwest of Kewanee sold for 
$21,100 per acre and a 9-acre tract sold for 
$18,100 per acre.  
   While that pales in comparison to the 
$30,000-per-acre price tag from a Nov. 11 
auction in Iowa for 73.19 acres, it does under-
line a market trend that has seen land prices 
increase by an estimated 42 percent since 
2020. During the first half of 2022, farmland 
prices rose by 18 percent across Illinois and 
many expected that to stagnate. If the Henry 
County sale is any indication, that does not 
appear to be happening.  

By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – A Kankakee 
County judge ruled Wednesday, 
Dec. 28, that lawmakers over-
reached their constitutional au-
thority in passing a measure to 
abolish cash bail in Illinois, while 
other provisions in the wide-
ranging SAFE-T Act criminal 
justice reform were not affected 
by the ruling. 
   The ruling by Judge Thomas 
W. Cunnington initially left the 
impending cash bail reform in 

limbo in at least 64 of Illinois’ 
102 counties that had joined the 
consolidated lawsuit ahead of the 
reform’s scheduled Jan. 1 imple-
mentation. 
   A Dec. 31 order from the Illi-
nois Supreme Court, however, 
stayed the cash bail provisions’ 
implementation for all 102 
counties until the court could rule 
on an appeal to the case on an 
expedited but indefinite timeline. 
The ruling prevented an uneven 
application of pretrial practices, 
as many counties had planned to 

forge ahead with cash bail 
changes until the order was is-
sued.  
   Local counties involved with 
the lawsuit include Knox and 
Fulton. Peoria and Marshall 
counties had also indicated they 
would implement the new bail 
reform measures. 
   “(On Dec. 28) the Pretrial Fair-
ness Act was declared unconsti-
tutional. Although Peoria County 
did not participate in this ruling, 
we are required to follow it,” 
Peoria County State’s Attorney 

Jodi Hoos said in a press release. 
“When a statute is unconstitu-
tional, the statute becomes in-
valid and has no force or effect 
on anyone. As a result, and until 
the Illinois Supreme Court pro-
vides further clarification, we 
will abide by this ruling and not 
implement the new bail reform.” 
   Neither Cunnington’s ruling 
nor the Supreme Court order in-
validated other provisions of the 
SAFE-T Act that had already 
taken effect, such as reforms to 
police officer training and certifi-

cation standards and police body 
camera requirements. 
   Cunnington wrote in a 36-page 
decision that the cash bail provi-
sions effectively and improperly 
amended a section of the state’s 
constitution that states “all per-
sons shall be bailable by suffi-
cient sureties,” except in a few 
specific circumstances. 
   He also wrote that ending cash 
bail is an improper overreach by 
lawmakers, who have no consti-
tutional authority to govern the 

Supreme Court stays cash bail provisions statewide

Henry County 
land auction  

gets top price
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   “We had a good mix of farmers and 
investors. Farmers were a major fac-
tor in this auction because it makes 
sense to purchase this and integrate it 
into their existing operations,” said 
Liz Strom, a Toulon native who is a 
vice president at Murray Wise. 
   On the same day it conducted the 
$21,100 sale, Murray Wise auctioned 
a 78-acre Grundy County farm for 
$16,200 per acre. That land had aver-
age soils for the area, but also had an 
existing lease for a wind turbine. 
   “That we were able to have two 
sales of such success in different lo-
cations and dissimilar farms just goes 
to show how strong the market is 
holding up in the face of higher inter-
est rates,” said Eric Sarff, President 
of Murray Wise. “We had 25 and 32 
bidders registered for each auction 
respectively and of those we had 12 
bidders place bids during the auc-

tions with farmers and investors alike 
participating.” 
   Van Adkisson of Roseville has also 
seen prices remain strong at the auc-
tions he has conducted, including a 
$20,200 price tag for a 47-acre tract 
sold Nov. 18 in Warren County, 
northwest of Roseville. 
   “I don’t think we’ve seen the inter-
est rates impact the Class A land, but 
I think it has started to affect the 
lower-class lands,” said Adkisson, 
who classifies Class A land as having 
a productivity index over 138.  
   Adkisson said commodity prices 
have remained high enough to stabi-
lize land values and to attract inves-
tors from other parts of the country. 
   Adkisson, who has been selling 
farms for 49 years, said his best re-
cent sale was $20,750 per acre for a 
77.9-acre parcel located between Ga-
lesburg and Monmouth that sold on 
Sept. 2. The ground had a PI of 

146.3. 
   “That got the attention of some out-
side investors and we sold it to a guy 
with farming interests in California, 
Arkansas and Illinois,” Adkisson 
said. “We’re seeing the strongest per-
acre prices we’ve ever seen and 
we’re seeing more outside interest. I 
think that’s due a lot to the technol-
ogy we use to market these proper-
ties online and that sort of thing.” 
   Adkisson said the interest being 
shown by outside investors could 
help minimize any expected price 
correction for Class A farmland. 
   “The commodity prices are a big 
part of it and there is not a lot of 
money being borrowed,” Adkisson 
said. “I think if we do have a correc-
tion, we’re not going to see a real 
radical one.”

Continued from Page 1
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administrative functions of Illinois 
courts because of the separation of 
powers. Bail, Cunnington wrote, has 
been held by the Supreme Court to 
be “administrative” in nature. 
   The constitution also specifically 
mentions bail in a section on victims’ 
rights, when it states victims have a 
right “to have the safety of the victim 
and the victim's family considered in 
denying or fixing the amount of 
bail.” Cunnington found that elimi-
nating bail prevents courts from “ef-
fectuating the constitutionally 
mandated safety of the victims and 
their families.” 
   Illinois Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul said in a news release the state 
will appeal the decision directly to 

the state Supreme Court. That appeal 
was filed Dec. 30.  
   “Most of the SAFE-T Act’s provi-
sions have been in effect for more 
than a year, and regardless of today’s 
circuit court decision, all parts of the 
SAFE-T Act, including the pretrial 
release portions addressed in the 
court’s decision, will go into effect 
Jan 1,” Raoul said.    “For instance, 
the right of individuals awaiting 
criminal trials – people who have not 
been convicted of a crime and are 
presumed innocent – to seek release 
from jail without having to pay cash 
bail will go into effect in a few short 
days, despite the court’s ruling 
against those provisions.” 
   Cunnington rejected other argu-
ments by the dozens of state’s attor-

neys that centered on the legislative 
process, namely that the bill was not 
given a proper hearing and violated 
the “single subject” rule. Court 
precedent holds that as long as the 
House speaker and Senate president 
certify that a bill is properly passed, 
courts have no standing to intervene, 
he wrote. 
   The Supreme Court’s Dec. 31 order 
also noted the clerk of the Supreme 
Court is “directed to contact the 
parties and coordinate an expedited 
process for this appeal.” 
   Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, non-
partisan news service covering state gov-
ernment. It is distributed to more than 400 
newspapers statewide, as well as hundreds 
of radio and TV stations. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick Foundation.
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   12-26 - Jason M. Ince - No valid 
registration. 
Misdemeanors &  
Felonies 
   12-27 - Felony - Dakota J. Kubiak - 
Aggravated battery of a police of-
ficer, felon in possession of a firearm, 
aggravated fleeing over 21 mph, re-
sisting arrest, speeding 35+ mph, sus-
pended registration, uninsured 
vehicle, disregard official traffic con-
trol devive and improper traffic lane 
usage. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   12-27 - Dakota J. Kubiak, 28, Tis-
kilwa, was arrested for driving on a 
suspended registration, speeding, ag-
gravated battery to a peace officer, 
resisting and or obstructing a peace 
officer, driving without a valid regis-
tration, and driving without vehicle 
insurance. He posted $250 cash bond 
and was released with a court date.  
   12-28 - Clifford J. Richardson, 39, 
Toulon, was cited for driving on a 
suspended registration.  
   12-29 - Anthony D. Thomas, Tou-
lon, filed a complaint stating he had 
missing packages that had been de-
livered to his residence.  
   12-30 - Shane M. Decker, 36, Tou-
lon, was cited for driving on a sus-
pended vehicle registration. He was 
released with a court date to appear.  
   12-30 - Jeremy L. Schmuhl, 42, 
Madison, Wis., was cited for driving 
an uninsured vehicle, driving on a 
suspended and or revoked license, 
and for driving without a valid regis-
tration. He was released with a notice 
to appear in court.  
   12-30 - A 17-year-old juvenile from 
Durango, Colo., was cited for speed-
ing 80 mph in a 55 zone and for driv-
ing without a valid driver’s license. 
She was issued a notice to appear.  
   12-31 - April M. Lamb, 30, Toulon, 
was arrested for domestic battery. 
She later posted $100 cash bond and 
was released with a court date.  
   1-1-23 - Sara Abbott, of rural Tou-
lon, filed a complaint involving mis-
sing mail from her residence.  
   1-1-23 - Kyle J. Lewis, 42, Speer, 
filed a theft complaint involving 
parts taken from his vehicle.  
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   12-19 - Officer was flagged down 
in the 300 block of Front St. in refer-
ence to a subject attempting to break 
into businesses and vehicles. Officer 
checked the area but was not able to 
locate anyone. 
   12-19 - to a single-vehicle accident 
with damage only in the 400 block of 
NW 1st St.    
   12-19 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 500 block of SE 2nd St., 
Patrick Hammons, 66, Galva, was ar-
rested for operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration and operating 
an uninsured vehicle. He was re-
leased with a required court date.  
   12-20 - Officer went to a residence 
in the 300 block of NW 1st Street for 
a city ordinance violation in refer-
ence to junk dumped in the yard. The 
resident cleaned everything up.  
   12-20 - Officer checked on an oc-
cupied vehicle sitting in the roadway 
in the 400 block of SW 4th Ave.  
   12-20 - to the 100 block of SE 6th 
Ave. for a disabled vehicle blocking 
the roadway. It was moved.  

   12-20 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd 
St. for a report of a possible fire in 
the sewer. Officer and fire depart-
ment were unable to locate a fire.  
   12-20 - to the 300 block of Front 
St. for a landlord-tenant dispute.  
   12-21 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 800 block of W. Division 
St., Aliyah Alvis, 24, Rock Island, 
was arrested for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol, DUI with a BAC 
over .08%, driving while license sus-
pended, operating a vehicle with ex-
pired registration, operating 
uninsured vehicle, making an im-
proper turn and failure to use turn 
signal when required. She was re-
leased with a required court date.  
   12-22 - along with Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office, to remove unwanted 
subjects in the 100 block of SE 3rd 
St. As the result, Robert Robinson, 
43, Victoria, was arrested on a war-
rant from Stark County for failing to 
appear on a charge of resisting arrest.  
He had a Knox County warrant for 
burglary and theft. He also had a 
Henry County warrant for failing to 
appear on charges of driving while li-
cense revoked, not having insurance, 
having a defective windshield, and 
possession of cannabis. Also, Re-
becca Muckey, 34, Galva, was ar-
rested on a warrant from Stark 
County for failing to appear on 
charge of resisting a police officer. 
She was wanted in Knox County for 
failing to appear on charges of bur-
glary, theft and possession of a con-
trolled substance. She was also 
wanted in Henry County for failing 
to appear on a charge of possession 
of methamphetamine. They were 
both taken to the Henry County jail. 
   12-22 - to an activated fire alarm at 
the Best Factory. It was a false alarm. 
   12-23 - to Route 34 east of town 
for a large wooden box in the road-
way. It was removed.  
   12-23 - to the 100 block of SE 6th 
Ave. for a 9-1-1 hang up call.   
   12-23 - to the 100 block of SE 2nd 
Ave. for a utility’s complaint.   
   12-23 - to the 1000 block of SE 
2nd St. for a panic alarm. It was 
caused by a brief power outage.  
   12-23 - to the area of Industrial 
Ave. and SE 8th St. for a motorist as-
sist for a vehicle in the ditch.   
   12-24 - to a medical emergency in 
the 300 block of NW 1st St.  
   12-24 - to the 00 block of SE 2nd 
Ave. for an assault complaint.   
   12-24 - Officer spoke to a resident 
in the 100 block of Main St. for a city 
ordinance violation for an illegal 
burning complaint. 
   12-20 - Olof Collinson, 38, Galva, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 900 block of SE 2nd St.  
   12-20 - Benjamin Endress, 49, 
Buda, was issued a citation for hav-
ing expired registration in the 1000 
block of N. Center Ave.  
   12-25 - Teagan Johnson, 30, Kewa-
nee, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1200 block of SE 2nd St.  
   12-25 - Mary Invine, 57, Galva, 
was issued a citation for disobeying a 
railroad crossing signal at the Ex-
change Street railroad crossing. 
   12-26 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 200 block of SE 2nd St., 
Reina Cap De Villa, 55, LaFayette, 
was arrested for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol, improper lane 
usage, having an obstructed wind-
shield and possession of adult use 
cannabis in a motor vehicle. She was 
released with a required court date.  
   12-26 - to the 300 block of SE 6th 
St. to assist Knox County attempt to 

locate the owner of an abandoned ve-
hicle. Contact was made.  
   12-26 - to a NE 2nd St. residence 
for an out-of-control juvenile.   
   12-27 - Officer was notified about a 
repossession taking place in the 00 
block of SE 4th St. The vehicle was 
recovered without any issues.  
   12-28 - to the 400 block of NW 1st 
St. for a stolen vehicle complaint.  
The vehicle was found unoccupied in 
Peoria by the Peoria Police Depart-
ment unoccupied two days later.  
   12-28 - to the 300 block of SE 3rd 
St. for an aggressive dog attacking 
another dog that was chained up out-
side. Officer returned the aggressive 
dog to its owner. 
   12-28 - to the 500 block of NW 1st 
St. for a complaint involving crim-
inal damage to a vehicle. It is be-
lieved that an unknown person tried 
to steal this vehicle that was “warm-
ing up” and unoccupied. Damage 
was noted, but the vehicle was not 
able to be taken.  
   12-28 - to the 500 block of NE 4th 
St. for a civil property dispute involv-
ing a vehicle loaned to a subject and 
not returned, as agreed upon. Ar-
rangements were made to get vehicle 
returned to its rightful owner.  
   12-28 - to the 00 block of SE 2nd 
Ave. for a theft complaint. This re-
mains under investigation.  
   12-30 - to Sentry Estates for a tele-
phone threats complaint.   
   12-30 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 900 block of SE 2nd St., 
Gabriella Ingram, 18, Galesburg, was 
arrested for driving while license sus-
pended. She was released with a re-
quired court date.  
   12-30 - to a verbal domestic dis-
pute in the 400 block of SE 7th Ave.   
   12-31 - to the 700 block of N. 
Center Ave. for a complaint involv-
ing a car alarm. 
   12-31 - Officer was notified of a 
disturbance involving a possible fire-
arm in Stark County and subsequent 
vehicle pursuit. Galva officer went 
south of town with spike strips but 
was unable to locate suspect vehicle.  
   12-31 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 100 block of SE 1st Ave., 
Blake Frampton, 29, Galva, was ar-
rested for operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration and operating 
an uninsured vehicle. He was re-
leased with a required court date.  
   1-1-23 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 900 block of N. Center 
Ave., Teresa Sanchez, 37, Kewanee, 
was arrested for operating a vehicle 
with suspended registration. She was 
released with a required court date.   
   1-1 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 1300 block of SE 2nd St., Ka-
rysa Taylor, 28, Kewanee, passenger 
in a vehicle, was arrested on a Henry 
County warrant for failing to appear 
on the charge of driving while license 
suspended. She did not post bond 
and was taken to Henry County jail.  
   12-31 - David Graver, 77, East Mo-
line, was cited for speeding in the 
800 block of W. Division St.  
   12-31 - Maurice Thompson, 30, 
Kewanee, was cited for expired reg-
istration in the 1000 block of N. 
Center Ave.  
   1-1-23 - Amie Stutler, 35, Kewa-
nee, was cited for operating an unin-
sured vehicle in the 400 block of S. 
Center Ave.  
Marriages 
   12-28 - Robert Jules Jones and Jen-
nifer Lynn Schraeder - both of Wyo-
ming. 

Property Transfers, Page 8
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Got solar? April best time to change suppliers
To the Editor: 
   I submit this letter as a 
source of information for 
any homeowner who has  
a solar array that gener-
ates electricity to offset 
their Ameren electric 
bill.  
   In the past, I had Homestead as my 
electric supplier. As they were unable 
to contract electricity this past May at 
favorable prices, my supply was 
automatically switched to Ameren as 

the supplier for the com-
ing year beginning in 
June. Ameren had al-
ready been the business 
entity delivering the 
electric supply. Any car-
ryover generation by a 

solar array for delivery at that point 
was forfeited and the homeowner 
started with a balance of zero car-
ryover.  
   For most persons having a solar 
array, April is the zero month for the 

generating year. For this reason, if 
you intend to switch electrical sup-
pliers, it would be to your financial 
benefit to do so in April, since this is 
the month when any excess genera-
tion is zeroed out through forfeiture. 
I hope anyone having a solar array 
will find this to be of benefit. 

   – Al Curry, Toulon  
Send letters to:The Prairie News, 

PO Box 240, Toulon, IL 61483  
or email to news@prairie-news.com. 

Include a phone number.

GUEST VOICES

It’s never too late to show some kindness
   The future is easily predictable, 
especially if you have access to a 
photocopier and a fax machine. 
   At least that was the successful 
business plan of a central Illinois 
neighbor who, for decades, main-
tained she had received the “gift” of 
clairvoyance after surviving a light-
ning strike. Once word of her talent 
spread, our one-stoplight, no-railroad 
town became a hub for people “who 
needed to know.” 
   Two consequences of this human 
tide quickly became apparent. First, 
there was no end 
to it; wave after 
wave of answer-
seekers came day 
after day and year 
after year until the 
neighbor died. 
Second, people 
often mistook our 
house for hers – 
identical house 
numbers, one 
street apart – and, for years, pushed 
our doorbell 24/7 instead of hers. 
   The crush was, in fact, so large – 
and here’s where the photocopier and 
fax come in – that clients who called 
for appointments were instructed to 
photocopy their palms and fax them 
to her office. Later, she telephoned 
the senders to “read” these prints for, 
reportedly, $20, cash or credit. 
   Were her predictions accurate? 
   My guess is that accuracy wasn’t 
why people consulted her. Most, I 
came to surmise as I watched the 
parade of clients come and go, just 
wanted answers – any answer really 
– to their problems and, for $20, cash 
or credit, she gave ’em one. 

   I know what you’re thinking: 
Scam, right? 
   I thought the same for years, espe-
cially after answering another 2 a.m. 
doorbell ring. But I was wrong. What 
the neighbor actually sold to all those 
people over all those years was com-
fort. She wasn’t a trained counselor 
or licensed social worker, but she un-
derstood what people were really 
seeking in seeking her out. 
   The key to that comfort-giving was 
something that cost nothing: kind-
ness. Either in person or by tele-
phone, my neighborhood clairvoyant 
listened to peoples’ woes and worries 
before kindly offering her views and, 
I guess, visions. Moreover, I never 
heard any complaints about her abil-
ities, advice, or fees. 
   In fact, another neighbor, the 
town’s longtime police chief, be-
lieved “there’s something to her” 
after she correctly advised him on a 
missing-persons case he had not 
asked her about.  
   “Hey,” he told me in a solemn tone, 
“I don’t understand it but I do under-
stand why people go to her.” 
   In all our years as neighbors, ho-
wever, I only had two, very brief 
dealings with her. Once, when raking 
leaves near the street we shared, her 
long, blue Cadillac DeVille glided to 
a stop and the front passenger win-
dow (she never drove) lowered in a 
steady electric whir. 
   “This house speaks to me,” she an-
nounced and, after barely pausing, 
the window whirred to a close and 
off she was driven.  
   I would like to have known what 
my house had to say but, alas, she 
either didn’t have time or I hadn’t 

forked over a Jackson quickly 
enough so off she glided. 
   The second time – and while I did-
n’t know it, perhaps she did – the last 
time we spoke, I was again raking 
leaves when I looked up to see her 
walking toward me. In the nearly 20 
years we had been neighbors, I had 
never seen her walk, so I was mo-
mentarily struck silent. 
   Even more odd was that her trade-
mark, beehived hair was wrapped in 
what appeared to be an acre of gauze. 
Everything about her said “swami.” 
   “I wanted to thank your lovely wife 
for the jam she dropped by,” said the 
swami in a steady voice. “It was ab-
solutely delicious.” 
   I’ll tell her, I stammered while star-
ing at the gauze. Are you well? I 
asked. 
   “Oh,” she said, “no worries. I had a 
bit of brain surgery this week.”     
   She then pivoted and slowly re-
turned the way she had come.  
   Did she say brain surgery? 
   Later, when I tracked down my 
lovely spouse to report the rare, 
strange conversation, Catherine’s 
only response was “That’s odd, I 
took her the jelly last Christmas,” 10 
months earlier. 
   The tardiness of the “thank you” is 
odd? 
   But, in fact, it’s never too late for 
kindness – even at this very late date. 
     © 2021 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at farmand-
foodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT

ADVERTISE  
(309) 286-2185



By DANIEL GRANT 
FarmWeek 

   The projection of higher 
winter heating demand 
mixed with tight supplies 
of some fuels could boost 

the cost for U.S. citizens to 
heat their homes and busi-
nesses this winter, along 
with other electrical needs, 
according to the U.S. 
Energy Information Ad-

ministration. 
   EIA estimates winter ex-
penditures could rise by an 
average of 28 percent for 
natural gas, 27 percent for 
heating oil, 10 percent for 

electricity and 5 percent 
for propane this season 
compared to last year.       
   “We expect natural gas 
prices will begin declining 
after January as U.S. stor-
age levels move closer to 
the previous five-year 
average,” EIA reported. 
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SERVICES 
• HANDYMAN SERVICE/PAINTING: 
Electric repair, carpentry, painting, 
etc. Call Tim at (309) 854-2696. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 26% 
Tax Credit.  Prices start as low as 
$9,525! Call today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, thermo-
pane vinyl replacement windows, in-
terior painting and electrical, by 
Denny Miller. Over 25 years of ex-
perience. We also do kitchens, 
baths, decks, steps and more. Small 
jobs welcome! Call me at (309) 995-

3364, LaFayette. 
HELP WANTED 

• FARM HELP: Spoon River Valley 
Farms 3 miles North of Princeville is 
looking for Full Time Farm Help. 
Duties include assisting with plant-
ing/harvesting crop, hauling grain, 
maintenance on equipment, and 
other various farm duties. Modern 
equipment and facilities. Class A 
CDL is preferred but not required. 
Farm experience is preferred but 
willing to train the right person. 
Call/Text Nick @ (309) 712-5468. 

FOR SALE 
• ALFALFA HAY, 2nd and 3rd cut-
ting, small heavy square bales, 

$4.25 per bale. Call (309) 238-3534 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: For Rent Toulon Upstairs 
1 BR Apartment in Toulon. Call 
(309) 678-1831. 
• TOULON: For Rent: Toulon, 308 W. 
Main St., 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath home, 
detached garage. Call (309) 678-
1831 for further information. 

NOTICE 
• AA MEETINGS: Saturday mornings 
at 8:30 a.m. at the St. Dominic Par-
ish Hall located at 208 S. Galena in 
Wyoming. 

CLASSIFIEDS

Winter heating costs expected to increase

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – A former 
Kewanee man, now of 
rural Toulon, has his bench 
trial scheduled for March 
17 for an alleged domestic 
violence charge.     
   The trial for Scott A. 
Petty, 34, will be held in 
the Stark County Court-
house in Toulon. 
   According to court doc-
uments, Petty has been 
charged with a Class A 
misdemeanor for allegedly 
causing “bodily harm to 
Angela Thompson – in that 

he struck her with a closed 
fist while at 16119 County 
Road 925E, Toulon.” 
   Petty pleaded not guilty 
to the charge and de-
manded the bench trial.    

   He was under a $5,000 
bail bond, which 10 per-
cent $500 was posted on 
March 20, 2022. He was 
ordered to have no contact 
with the alleged victim.  

Toulon man asks for bench trial



BHC Soil Judging 
Team undefeated 
   KEWANEE –  The Black Hawk 
College Soil Judging Team for was 
undefeated and took first place in 
the Fall 2022 regional American 
Society of Agronomy contests in 
two states. 
   The team won both the Region 5 
Soil Judging Contest hosted Oct. 2-
7 by Iowa State University and the 
Region 3 contest hosted Oct. 20-22 
by the University of Illinois. 
   At the Region 3 contest, Carli 
Wright, of Bradford, won first place 
individual. At the Region 5 contest, 
Cal Larson, of Altona, took second 
place individual. Also on the team 
is Chase Howell of Laura. 
Amateur radio testing 
scheduled for Jan. 21 
   GALESBURG – The Knox 
County Amateur Radio Club will 
hold an ARRL VEC testing session 
where you can earn your amateur 
radio license on Saturday, Jan. 21, 
at 1 p.m., in the Galesburg Public 
Library, located at 40 E. Simmons 
St. Galesburg. 

   The meeting will be on the second 
floor in the Sanderson room. 
   Please contact KC9YTT@out-
look.com for more details.  
College honors 
   • Several local students made the 
Dean’s List (3.5 gpa or better) at 
Western Illinois University for the 
fall 2022 semester: Samuel L 
Ehnle, of Bradford; Alexander 
Russel Welch, of La Fayette; Briar 
D. Hilsabeck, of Edelstein; and 
Ethan Nance and Tressa R. 
Rogers of Galva.
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BRIEFS

MSW Projects packaged and delivered 150 gift bags to area seniors during the holidays. 
Pictured above are Cindi Oathout, Traci Dowell, Joyce Strawn and Char Nauman who 
helped pack the gift bags, donated by the PEO Toulon Ladies group, with holiday treats. 

Chris and Kelly Craig at 312 E. Division St. 
in Galva were chosen for the December 
Property Pride award by the Galva: Ready 
to Grow committee.They have two grown 
sons and four grandchildren. Chris and 
Kelly said that keeping up their yard is a 
“joint effort.” Photo by Carol Townsend.



James Ganschow. The 
Ganschows share the chal-
lenges they face to be inno-
vative and remain 
economically viable while 
protecting soil and improv-
ing water quality. 
   The younger Ganschow 
noted his grandfather saw a 
soil erosion problem and 
took a chance by trying 
something different on the 
land; it’s a tradition he con-
tinues. “That’s the way our 
operation is and how our 
family thinks,” he said. 
“My dad was the facili-
tator. He was able to say, 
‘Michael, you take it.’” 
   In the film, another con-
servation farmer, Colby 
Hunt, McDonough County 
Farm Bureau president, 

shares his family history of 
stewardship and explains 
why he recently installed a 
woodchip bioreactor to re-
duce nutrient runoff. The 
film “shows how per-
sonally farmers take care 
of the land,” Hunt said. 
   In Knox County, the 
Farm Bureau Young 
Leaders Committee tackles 
a project to have cover 
crop demonstrations 
seeded in every township 
and succeeded in 18 of the 
20. Knox County Farm 
Bureau Executive Director 
Hailey Hennenfent dis-
cusses the importance of 
young farmers implement-
ing new conservation prac-
tices on their family farms 
and how IFB‘s Nutrient 
Stewardship Grant Pro-

gram helps spark projects 
like those. 
   The 60-minute film in-
cludes scientific perspec-
tives from two University 
of Illinois agricultural re-
searchers who have col-
laborated with farmers for 
in-field research projects.  
   With a message for the 
public and policy makers, 
“Sustaining Our Future” 
also shares how farmers 
strive to be good environ-
mental stewards and pro-
tect natural resources for 
future generations. 
   This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more farming news, 
visit FarmWeekNow.com.
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FILM: Knox County also featured
Continued from Page 1
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• • •                                                     
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
DARCY J. ROSEBECK, deceased 
No. 2022PR128 
   Notice is given of the death of 
DARCY J. ROSEBECK.  Letters of 
Independent Co-Administration 
were issued on December 2, 2022 
to Karlie Greene, of 29 SE 4th St, 
Galva, IL 61434, and Kiersten 
Howard, of 2014 Midland Rd. 
Galva, IL 61434, as Independent 
Co-Administrators whose attorney 
is Michael E. Massie, of Massie & 
Quick, 115 NW 3rd Avenue, Galva, 
IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or with 
the representatives, or both, within 
six months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
115 Northwest Third Avenue 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 12/16, 12/23/22, 1/6/23 

• • •                                                        
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT STARK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF 
Robert L. Clarke 

No. 2022-PR 
Deceased 

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
   Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of Robert L. Clarke. 
   On December 2, 2022 Letters of 
Office were issued to Nora K. 
Hooper whose attorney of record is 
Anne C. Rennick, P.O. Box 90, 
Wyoming, IL 61491. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Stark County, 
Illinois, or with the Representative, 
or both, on or before (a) June 19, 
2023 or (b) if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the Representative is 
required by the provisions of 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 
1975, the date stated in that notice. 
Any claim not filed on or before the 
date(s) is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Representative 
and to the Attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed. 
   Dated December 12, 2022 
/S/ Anne C. Rennick 
Attorney for: Estate of Robert L. 
Clarke 
P.O. Box 90 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
Ph: (309) 695-4701 
Fax: (309) 695-2119 
Email: acrennick@yahoo.com 
Published 12/16, 12/23/22, 1/6/23 

• • •                                                          
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF 
Bruce V. Barton 

No. 2022PR127 
Deceased 

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
   Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of Bruce V. Barton. 
   On November 30, 2022 Letters of 
Office were issued to Sarah K. 
Barton whose attorney of record is 
Anne C. Rennick, P.O. Box 90, 
Wyoming, IL 61491. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Henry County, 
Illinois, or with the Representative, 
or both, on or before (a) June 19, 
2023 or (b) if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the Representative is 
required by the provisions of 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 
1975, the date stated in that notice. 
Any claim not filed on or before the 
date(s) is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Representative 
and to the Attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed. 
   Dated December 12, 2022 
/S/ Anne C. Rennick 
Attorney for: Estate of Bruce V. 
Barton 
P.O. Box 90 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
Ph: (309) 695-4701 
Fax: (309) 695-2119 
Email: acrennick@yahoo.com 
Published 12/16, 12/23/22, 1/6/23 

• • •     
PUBLIC NOTICE                                                   

INVITATION TO BIDDERS 
    Sealed bids will be received by 
the Bradford Public Library 
District, Bradford, Illinois (herein 
referred to as the "Owner") at the 
Bradford Public Library in 
Bradford, Illinois 61421 until 2:00 
p.m. Local Time, February 6, 2023 
(Bid Date) to the attention of Sarah 
Boehm, Director for the Bradford 
Public Library Renovation as 
shown on the drawings and as 
detailed in the pre-bid meeting. 
Bids will be publicly opened and 
read aloud at the above time and 
place.   
    The work on this Project shall 
be performed in accordance with 
the plans and specifications 
prepared by the Architect, 
Farnsworth Group, 100 Walnut 
Street, Peoria Illinois 61602. All 
work shall be performed in 
accordance with the Contract 
Documents and all applicable 
Federal, State and Local rules and 
regulations.  
    A Pre-Bid Conference will be 
held on Monday, January 16, at 
2:00 p.m. at 111  South Peoria St, 
Bradford, IL, 61421. 
   Bidding Documents for the 
Project may be downloaded or 
viewed electronically by contacting 
Tara Cox at O’Shea Builders: 
tarac@osheabuilders.com, 217-
522-2826 x 1126. 
Published 1/6/23 

• • •                                                     
NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS 

OF STARK COUNTY 
   Renewal forms for the 2023 
assessment year are being mailed 

to all Stark County property 
owners who had previously signed 
up for the Senior Citizens 
Assessment Freeze, Homestead 
Exemption, Disabled Persons and 
the Disabled Veterans. The 
deadline for their return is July 1, 
2023. 
   The following is a list of all 
exemptions. If you have any 
questions concerning any of the 
homestead exemptions, or to 
obtain applications, contact the 
Supervisor of Assessments office 
at 130 West Main St., Toulon, 
Illinois, or call 286-7172. 
   Owner Occupied Exemption 
reduces the final equalized 
assessed value by the amount the 
current equalized assessed value 
exceeds the 1977 equalized 
assessed value up to a maximum 
reduction of $6,000. To qualify a 
taxpayer must own and occupy a 
property as his or her principal 
dwelling on January 1st of the 
assessment year. 
   Homestead Exemption is for 
taxpayers who will be 65 years of 
age or older anytime during the 
assessment year and who own and 
occupy their property.  This 
exemption reduces the equalized 
assessed value by $5,000. 
   Senior Citizen Assessment 
Freeze Exemption is for taxpayers 
who will be 65 years of age or 
older during the assessment year, 
have a total household income of 
less than $65,000 for the prior 
year, and occupy their dwelling on 
January 1 of the taxable year, own 
the property and be liable for 
payment of property tax for the 
taxable year. Applications must be 
submitted annually to the 
Supervisor of Assessments. 
   Home Improvement Exemption 
reduces the Board of Review 
assessed value by the amount of 
increase in assessed value due to 
improvements being added to an 
existing residential structure. The 
exemption is for four years from 
the date of completion and is for 
maximum amount of $75,000 in 
market value. 
   Disabled Persons Homestead 
Exemption provides a $2,000 
reduction in a property’s EAV to a 
qualifying property owned by a 
disabled person. Applications must 
be submitted annually to the 
Supervisor of Assessments office. 
   Returning Veterans Homestead 
Exemption provides a one-time 
$5,000 reduction in a property’s 
EAV to a qualifying veterans who 
return from active duty in an 
armed conflict involving armed 
forces of the United States. To 
receive this exemption, the veteran 
must file an application with the 
Supervisor of Assessments office 
upon their return home. 
   Disabled Veterans Standard 
Homestead Exemption provided a 
reduction in a property’s EAV to a 
qualifying property owner owned 
by a veteran with a service 
connected disability certified by the 
U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs. A 
$2,500 homestead exemption is 
available with a disability of at least 

30% but less than 50% or a 
$5,000 homestead exemption with 
a disability of at least 50% but less 
than 70%, and a disability of 70% 
or more, the property is exempt 
from taxation. The veteran must 
file an annual application with the 
Supervisor of Assessments office. 
   Disabled Veterans Exemption 
reduces the Board of Review 
assessed value by up to $70,000 in 
assessed value for homes 
especially built or remodeled to 
suit a veteran disabled while 
serving in the Armed Forces. 
Applications are processed by the 
Board of Review. 
Published 1/6, 1/13/23 

• • •                                                   
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF                                      
GLEN H. MILLER,                            
                            No. 2022 PR 135 
Deceased.                                        

NOTICE TO HEIRS  
AND LEGATEES 

TO: GLEN J. MILLER or 
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
    Notice is given of the death of 
GLEN H. MILLER. 
   Notice is also given to the above 
who are heirs or legatees in the 
above proceeding to probate a will 
and whose name or address is not 
stated in the petition to admit the 
will to probate, that an order was 
entered by the court on the 27th 
day of December, 2022, admitting 
the will to probate. 
   Letters of Office were issued on 
December 27, 2022, to Carol 
Gutschlag as Independent 
Executor, whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC, 211 W. 2nd 
St., Kewanee, IL 61443. 
   Within 42 days after the effective 
date of the original order of 
admission you may file a petition 
with the court to require proof of 
the will by testimony of the 
witnesses to the will in open court 
or other evidence, as provided in 
section 6-21 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/6-21). 
   You also have the right under 
section 8-1 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the validity 
of the will by filing a petition with 
the court within 6 months after 

admission of the will to probate. 
   The estate will be administered 
without court supervision, unless 
under Section 28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4) any 
interested person terminates 
independent administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the clerk.  
You may obtain a copy of a form 
and of a petition to terminate 
independent administration from 
the clerk of the court at the 
address set out below. 
        Filings are to be made with: 
        Henry County, Circuit Clerk 
        Courthouse, Cambridge, IL  
           61238 
Published 1/6, 1/13, 1/20/23 

• • •                                                    
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF 
GLEN H. MILLER, Deceased             

No. 2022 PR 135 
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
GLEN H. MILLLER. Letters of 
Office were issued on December 
27, 2022, to CAROL GUTSCHLAG 
as Independent Representative 
whose attorneys are Barash & 
Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before July 7, 2023. Any claim not 
filed by that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been 
filed.  E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  
   Visit: 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ 
service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 

circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC                      
Attorney for Executor                       
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 1/6, 1/13, 1/20/23 

• • •                                               
NOTICE 

OF AVAILABILITY OF AUDIT 
    TAKE NOTICE that the Board of 
Library Trustees of the Galva 
Public Library District, Henry 
County, Illinois, as of December 
30,2022 has available a copy of its 
audit report for the period of July 
1, 2021 through June 30, 2022.  
The audit was conducted by the 
firm of Birkey and Noble, P.C. and 
may be publicly inspected at the 
main office of the Library District 
at 120 N.W. Third Ave., Galva, 
Illinois, during normal business 
hours which are: Monday through 
Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Friday 1:00pm to 5:00p.m. 
    Galva Library District 
    By:  Barbara J. Caravello 
    Secretary of the Board of  
         Trustees 
Published 1/6/23 

• • •          
U-STORE-IT PRINCEVILLE 

STORAGE 
107 E. CREIG ST. 

 PRINCEVILLE, IL 61559 
NOTICE OF CONFISCATION 

   Notice is hereby given, that 
pursuant to Illinois Lien Law, 
Rights and Remedies, Chapter 
770, Liens, Part 95, Self-Service 
Storage Facility Act, Sections 770 
ILCS 95/3, miscellaneous goods 
and personal property in the 
names of: 
   • G Martin Senders - 14727 
Locust St Princeville, IL 61559- 
Unit#P35 
   • J.A Forney - PO Box 334 
Princeville, IL 61559- Unit#P34 
   • Or any unknown owners of 
property in the same units 
   Will be disposed of at a public 
auction ending on or after January 
18th at 11:00 AM, to enforce 
storage lien. The auction will be 
held online. 
Published 1/6, 1/13/23 

• • •    

LEGAL ADS

Property Transfers 
   12-19 - Charlotte Christine Sulli-
van, Ind Exec to Daniel G. & Heather 
A. Campion - Pt 13-13-7 SW - 9255 
State Route 40, Wyoming - Consider-
ation = $134,000. 
   12-19 - Deanne J. & Robert M. 
Taylor to Emily Lucas - John Cul-
bertson’s Eastern Add’n - Pt Lot 20 - 
403 E. Jefferson St., Toulon - Consid-
eration = $0. 
   12-19 - Vicki L. McGinnis to Dawn 
M. Hillier - Fair Acres subdivision 
Lot 12 - 108 N. 3rd St., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $103,000. 
   12-20 - Barbara M. Fehr, Donna S. 
Nenadov, Mary A. Wettstein, Bradley 
A., Joseph A., Matthew D., & Robert 
D. Kieser - Pt 9-12-7 NE & 16-12-7 
SW - Consideration = 0. 
   12-21 - Ronald L Baer, David K. 
Klumpp & Gladys J. Martin to Eileen 
L. Klumpp - Und 3/8 Int Pt 5-13-7 
SW - Consideration = $0. 
   12-21 - David K. & Eileen L. 
Klumpp, & Gladys J. Martin to Ron-

ald L. Baer - Und 3/8 Int Pt 5-13-7 
SW - Consideration = $0. 
   12-21 - Ronald L. Baer, David K. & 
Eileen L. Klumpp to Gladys J. Martin 
- Und 3/8 Int Pt 11-13-7 SW - Con-
sideration = $0. 
   12-21 - Ronald L. Baer, Eillen L. 
Klumpp, Gladys J. Martin to David 
K. Klumpp -  Und 3/8 Int Pts 15-13-7 
NW - Consideration = $0 
   12-21 - Deann R. & Ronald L. En-
dress to Barbara J. & David K. 
Klumpp - Pt 5-13-7 SW - Considera-
tion = $0. 
   12-21 - Barbara J. & David K. 
Klumpp to Ronald L. Baer - Pt 27-
13-7 NW - Consideration = $0. 
   12-22 - Sheriff of Stark County to 
Wells Fargo Bank - John Wrigley's 
Add'n Lot 2 - 412 N. Main Ave., Wy-
oming - Consideration = $0. 
   12-27 - Kenneth D. Musselman, 
Exec. to Danny & Uriah Berchtold - 
Original Town of Toulon - Pt 10 Lots 
1 & 4 - 110 E. Main St., Toulon - 
Consideration = $50,000. 

   12-28 - SGS North America, Inc. to 
One Schott Properties, LLC - Origi-
nal Town of Toulon - Block 8 Lots 7 
& 10 - 117 E. Main St., Toulon - 
Consideration = $110,000. 
   12-28 - Bok Soon & Steven A. 
Pearson to Adam Irving - Lyons Sub 
of Lot 7 Assr’s SW 1/4 19-13-6 Pt 
Lot 2 & Original Town of Toulon Pt 
block 4 lot 3 - 216 Lyons Court, Tou-
lon - Consideration = $98,900. 
   12-29 - Constance Andrews & Kur-
tis Best to Constance Best Andrews - 
Pt 26-12-6 NW - Consideration = $0. 
   12-29 - Constance Best Andrews & 
Kurtis M. Best to Christine L. & Kur-
tis M. Best - Pt 26-12-6 NW - Con-
sideration = $0. 
   12-29 - Carol Y. Clement to Carol 
Y. & Keith A. Clement - Pt 20-12-6 
NW & SW - & Pt 19-12-6 SE - Con-
sideration = $0. 
     12-30 - Lorene & Ronald E. Tu-
thill to Grant D. & Tiffany J. McCau-
ley - Pt 23-13-6 SE - Consideration = 
$213,220. 

DELINQUENT PROPERTIES 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE NO. 2022TX11  

   To the following named persons (and if deceased, to their unknown heirs and devisees), and to the State of 
Illinois, and to all interested departments and agencies thereof, including among others Illinois Department of 
Revenue, Illinois Attorney General, Illinois Dept. of Employment Security, Illinois Department of Human Services, 
State of Illinois Dept. of Healthcare & Family Services (public aid) General Counsel and Stark County Clerk, Stark 
County Treasurer, City of Toulon, Stark County State's Attorney, and to occupants, unknown owners and parties 
interested in the parcels hereinafter named: 
Parcel Number    Owners/Parties Interested                                  Cert Number     Street Or Common Address 
03-17-200-004     Lumpkin, Joe S.                                                    201900017        1511 TOWNSHIP ROAD 950 N 
03-17-200-004     The Bank Of New York Trust Company, N.A.       201900017        1511 TOWNSHIP ROAD 950 N 
   Take Notice That The Abovesaid Parcels Were Sold On October 27, 2020, For General Taxes For The Year 2019 
and Prior Years, and that the Period of redemption from such sale expires June 9, 2023. Take further notice that a 
petition for order directing issuance of tax deeds has been filed in the abovesaid cause as to the above-named 
parcels by Stark County, as trustee, and that on June 30, 2023 at 11:00 AM, said oetitioner will apply for an order 
that a tax deed issue as to each abovesaid parcel not redeemed on or before June 9, 2023.  
    /S/ Stark County As Trustee, Petitioner. 
   For further information contact the County Clerk, Address: 130 West Main, Toulon, Il 61483, Telephone: (309) 
286-5911 
Published 12/23, 1/6, 1/13/22
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The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

Dianna K. Brittingham 
   WYOMING – Dianna Kay Brit-
tingham, 61, of Wyoming, passed 
away at 8:22 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
28, 2022, at her residence. Dianna 
was born on July 
3, 1961, in Can-
ton, the daughter 
of Jack and Joan 
(Anderson) 
French. She mar-
ried Kevin Brit-
tingham on April 
25, 2014; he pre-
ceded her in death. 
   Surviving are one son, Clint 
(Molly) French of Wyoming; one 
granddaughter, Cassidy Strom of 
Wyoming; three sisters, Connie 
(Terry) Weaver of Wyoming, Denise 
French of Kewanee and Jackie (Jim) 
Morris of Pasco, Fla.; one brother, 
Daniel “Boone” (Lori) French of Ke-
wanee; and many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces and great-nephews. She 
was also preceded in death by her 
parents, two sisters and one brother. 
   Dianna most recently worked at 
Bo/Gar for 17 years and previously 
worked for over 20 years at Peoria 
Plastics. She loved nature and en-
joyed bonfires, going to Allendale 
and sitting on the pontoon during her 
trips to Lake Puckaway, Wis.  
   A celebration of Dianna’s life will 
be held at a later date. Haskell Fu-
neral & Cremation Services in Wyo-
ming is assisting the family with 
arrangements. Condolences for 
Dianna’s family may be left at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Marvin C. Eberle 
   CHILLICOTHE – Marvin Carl 
Eberle, 76, of Chillicothe, formerly 
of Wyoming, Ill., passed away peace-
fully at 12:38 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 
27, 2022, at OSF Saint Francis Medi-
cal Center in Peo-
ria with his wife, 
Sharon, and their 
children by his 
side. Marvin was 
born on Feb. 6, 
1946, in Prince-
ville to William R. 
and Marie (Eggli) 
Eberle. He mar-
ried Sharon DeWolfe on March 2, 
1968, in Peoria; she survives. 
   Also surviving are two daughters, 
Lisa (Aaron) Robbins of Chillicothe 
and Jill (Kyle) Eisenbarth of Chill-
icothe; one son, Scott (Jennifer) 
Eberle of Edelstein; five grandchil-
dren, Collin and Jay Eisenbarth, Na-
than Robbins and Chase and Macy 
Eberle; two brothers, Ronnie Eberle 
of Sparland and Larry (Marge) 
Eberle of Henry; one sister, Carol 
(John) Ganey of Luverne, Ala.; and 
sister-in-law Betty DeWolfe of Wyo-
ming. He is preceded in death by his 
parents; one brother, Orville Eberle; 
sister-in-law, Sue Eberle; and 
brother-in-law, John DeWolfe. 
   Marv was quick to share his fun 
and generous nature, which led to 
many friendships. He cherished his 
Apostolic Christian Church family, 
his Fort Sam Army buddies, his Fort 
Myers Beach friends and countless 
others.   
   He was a life-long farmer and 
taught his kids and grandkids the 
value of hard work. He graduated 
from Wyoming High School Class of 
1964. Marv was a United States 
Army veteran. He was drafted into 
the Army and served as a medic in 
the 46th Surgical Hospital in Ger-
many during the Vietnam era from 

1965-67. He served on the Valley 
Grade School Board of Education. 
As a four-time cancer survivor, he 
took part in cutting-edge research 
studies for malignant melanoma. 
   Marv loved being a dad and 
grandpa; always interested and in-
volved. He could be found giving 
combine rides, attending sports and 
activities and always checking in to 
see how everyone’s day was going. 
In his later years, he and Sharon en-
joyed many winter vacations to Fort 
Myers Beach. 
   His funeral was Jan. 3, 2023, at the 
Princeville Apostolic Christian 
Church. Ministers of the church offi-
ciated. The funeral was streamed live 
at www.princevilleacchurch.org.  
Visitation was Jan. 2 at the Prince-
ville Apostolic Fellowship Hall.  
   Burial was in Princeville Apostolic 
Christian Church Cemetery. Haskell 
Funeral & Cremation Services in 
Princeville is in charge of arrange-
ments. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Illinois CancerCare 
Foundation for melanoma research 
or Wyoming-Speer Fire Department.  
   To leave condolences for Marvin’s 
family, please visit his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Diane L. Endress 
   PRINCEVILLE – Diane L. En-
dress, 67, of Princeville, passed away 
at 10:34 a.m. Friday, Dec. 30, 2022, 
at her residence. Diane was born on 
Aug. 24, 1955, in Peoria, the daugh-
ter of Earl and Eileen (Thirsten) 
Brandenburg.  
   Surviving is one daughter, Brittany 
Endress of Kewa-
nee; one son, 
Brandon (Amber) 
Troxell of Kewa-
nee; six grandchil-
dren, Tristan, 
Alexis, Keenan, 
Logan, Cole and 
Brenton; one 
sister, Cindy 
(Gary) Byrne of Inverness; one 
brother, Denny (Donna) Branden-
burg of Princeville; and former 
spouse, Keith Endress of Galva. She 
was preceded in death by her parents.  
   Diane had one of the biggest hearts. 
She enjoyed helping others who were 
in need or unable to care for them-
selves. She worked as a home health 
care aid for many years. When she 
was younger, she loved cooking and 
gardening and always had a well-
kept home.  
   Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Princeville is assisting the 
family with arrangements. A celebra-
tion of her life will be held at a later 
date. Condolences for Diane’s family 
may be left at www.haskellfuneral.com. 
Michael W. Fehrenbacher 

   BRADFORD – Michael William 
Fehrenbacher, 38, of Denver, Colo., 
formerly of Bradford, passed away 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2022, at his res-
idence. Michael was born on March 
15, 1984, in Peo-
ria to Bruce and 
Marykay (Brock-
man) Fehren-
bacher.  
   Surviving are 
his parents, Bruce 
and Marykay 
Fehrenbacher of 
Bradford; wife, 
Laura Fehrenbacher of Denver; one 
son, Noah James Fehrenbacher of 
Denver; one sister, Olivia (Michael) 
Tasch of Champaign; and several 
aunts, uncles and cousins. He was 

preceded in death by his grandpar-
ents; one uncle, Richard Fehren-
bacher; and one aunt, Christine 
Martin.  
   Michael graduated from Notre 
Dame High School in Peoria in 2002 
and from the University of Illinois in 
Champaign with his bachelor’s de-
gree in engineering in 2006. He 
worked as an IT consultant for Sla-
lom Consulting in Denver for eight 
years, and previously worked for the 
Acquity Group in Chicago. Upon 
moving to Denver in 2012, Mike 
joined Lighthouse Writers Workshop, 
where he made long-lasting friend-
ships. Always eager to bring people 
together, Mike started Knife 
Brothers, a writing group, and 
Reading as a Writer, a story discus-
sion club. Mike also graduated from 
the prestigious Lighthouse’s Book 
Project, submitting a novel called 
“Ava,” and recently his work had 
started to appear in literary journals. 
   He loved skiing, snowboarding, 
rock-climbing, traveling, cooking 
and listening to albums on vinyl. 
Above all else, Michael loved being 
a father and spending time with his 
son.  
   A celebration of Michael’s life will 
be held at a later date. Haskell Fu-
neral & Cremation Services in Wyo-
ming is assisting the family with 
arrangements. In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may be made to 
Noah’s 529 college savings account 
at Ugift529.com/P24-R1S, or to 
charity of the donor’s choice. 
   Condolences may be left for Mi-
chael’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Eunice L. Plummer 
   GALVA – Eunice L. Plummer, 85, 
of Galva, died at 7:15 a.m., Monday, 
Jan. 2, 2023, at ProMedica Skilled 
Nursing and Rehabilitation in Gales-
burg. 
   Funeral services will be at 11 a.m., 
Friday, Jan. 6, at 
Rux Funeral 
Home in Galva. 
Visitation was 5-7 
p.m., Thursday, 
Jan. 5, at the fu-
neral home. Burial 
will be in Galva 
Cemetery. Memo-
rials may be di-
rected to the Galva Food Pantry. 
   She was born March 26, 1937, in 
Chilhowie, Va., the daughter of Felix 
and Anna (Denny) Haga. She mar-
ried Richard Plummer on Jan. 27, 
1961, in Marion, Va. and he preceded 
her in death on Nov. 28, 2020. Survi-
vors include her son, Richard (Paula) 
Plummer of Galva; her daughter, 
Brenda Hulstrom of Galva; two 
sisters, Izetta Williams of Chilhowie, 
Va., and Mary Alice Williams of 
Florida; her four grandchildren, Na-
talie, Ernie, Brandon and Amber; and 
two great-grandchildren, Braxton and 
Sawyer. She was also preceded in 
death by her parents; son-in-law, 
Ernie Hulstrom; a sister, Betty Ble-
vins; and five brothers, Ralph, 
Ambers JB, Clyde and Cecil. 
   Eunice worked at the Galva 
Foundry and as a private in-home 
caregiver. She was affiliated with the 
First Baptist Church in Galva, where 
she devoted much of her time. She 
enjoyed collecting birds and most of 
all, she especially enjoyed time spent 
with her family. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolence left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

OBITUARIES

Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey 
United Methodist Church 

  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday; 

West Jersey 9 a.m. 2nd & 4th Sunday; Toulon Sunday School: 
9:15 a.m., All Ages. Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 

Check us out on Facebook @  
Toulon United Methodist Church 

 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

309-695-4523 leave message 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 
 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Interim Pastor Randy Swanson 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School/Confirmation Class 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

More Obituaries, Page 10
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OBITUARIES
Marian I. Fidler 

   WYOMING – Marian I. Fidler, 84, 
of Wyoming, passed away on Dec. 
18, 2022, at Independence Village 
Senior Living in Peoria. Marian was 
born on Jan. 12, 1938, in Galva to 
Sherman and Augusta (Theesfield) 
Josephson. She married George E. 
Fidler on Sept. 8, 1956, in Galva. He 
preceded her in death on Dec. 10, 
2020. 
   Surviving are one son, Danny 
(Susan) Fidler of 
Jeffersonville, 
Ind.; one daughter, 
Peggy (Chris) 
Piper of East Peo-
ria; three grand-
children, David 
Fidler, C.J. Piper 
and Zachary 
Piper; one great-
grandchild, Elijah Piper; and one 
brother, Russell Josephson of Gales-
burg. She was preceded in death by 
her parents and two brothers, Richard 
and Bob Josephson. 
   Marian previously worked in the 
cafeteria at the Wyoming Grade 
School when her children were 
young, but more recently worked as 
the Wyoming City Treasurer for over 
25 years before her retirement. She 
loved baking, watching shows on an-
tiques and cooking and playing with 
her grandchildren. She had a green 
thumb which could make anything 
grow, especially flowers and cacti.  
   Marian and George were lifetime 
members of the Allendale Conserva-
tion Club, members of the Wyoming 
United Methodist Church and en-
joyed traveling together. 
   Her funeral service was at 11 a.m., 
Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2022, at the 
Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Wyoming. Rev. Rebecca 
Klemm officiated. Visitation was one 
hour prior to her service at the fu-
neral home. Burial was in Galva 
Township Cemetery. 
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Parkinson’s Foundation 
or the Wyoming United Methodist 
Church. To leave online condolences 
on Marian’s tribute wall visit 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Carol Johnson 
   WYOMING – Carol Johnson, 87, 
of Denver, Colo., formerly of Wyo-
ming, Ill., passed away at 5:46 a.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022, at High-
pointe Assisted Living. Carol was 
born on July 8, 1935, in Des Moines, 
Iowa, to parents Clarence Seid and 
Katharine Hargis. She married Peter 
Johnson on Feb. 5, 1960, in Des 
Moines. He survives.  
   Also surviving 
are two daughters, 
Jennifer Johnson 
(David Paschke) 
of Minneapolis, 
Minn., and Ingrid 
Johnson (Joe 
Chapo) of Denver; 
four grandchil-
dren, Anna, Mi-
chael and Katharine Serio, and Greta 
(Jennifer) Paschke; and one step-
grandchild, Theresa Chapo. She was 
preceded in death by her parents. 
   Carol has been described as a force 
of nature. She graduated from Drake 
University with a bachelor of arts. 
Carol taught junior high school in 
Wyoming and Rockford, Ill.   
   She was a member of the First 
Congregational Church in Wyoming, 
Delta Gamma sorority and the 
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion. 

   Services will be at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 21, 2023, at the First Con-
gregational United Church of Christ 
in Wyoming. Pastor Ross Wyman 
will officiate. Visitation will be from 
11 a.m. to noon at the church, imme-
diately following the service. Burial 
will be in the Wyoming Township 
Cemetery.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Association 
at 614 W. Glen Ave, Peoria, IL 
61614. Condolences may be left for 
Carol’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Philip Ryan 
   TOULON – Philip “John” Ryan, 
86, of Toulon, passed away at 10:36 
a.m. Friday, Dec. 23, 2022, at Court-
yard Estates of Kewanee. John was 
born on Nov. 15, 1936, in Prince-
ville, the son of Philip Michael and 
Elizabeth (White) Ryan. He married 
Wanda Wilhelm on April 30, 1960, in 
Peoria; she survives.  
   Also surviving are daughter, Eliza-
beth (Mike) Jones of Kewanee; son, 
Carl (Jeanne) 
Ryan of Wyo-
ming, and a step-
son, Greg (Peggy) 
Heintz of Stark 
City, Mo.; six 
grandchildren, Na-
tasha (Matt) Wat-
tleworth of 
Bloomington, 
Danielle Jones of Kewanee, Addison 
(Sydney) Ryan of Wyoming, Justine 
Ryan (James Code) of Chicago, 
Clayton (Caitlyn) Ryan of Wyoming 
and Ryan Heintz of Kewanee; and 
five great-grandchildren.  
   John graduated from Toulon High 
School in 1954. He then served his 
country in the United States Army 
during the Korean Conflict from 
1954-56, and in the Army Reserves 
from 1956-58. He then began his 
life-long career in farming. He 
worked for the ASC, sealing corn 
and checking the corn on govern-
ment bin sites.  
   He served on many local boards, 
including the soil and water board as 
a social and board member, the Stark 
County Farm Bureau, Stark County 
Board, the West Jersey Grade School 
board, the zoning and appeals board, 
as a chairman on the board of the 
Laura State Bank until it was sold, 
and was on the board of trustees at 
the Laura United Methodist Church. 
John was also an OSA Badge Honor-
ary and participated in the Greater 
Peoria Area Honor Flight.  
   His funeral service was Friday, 
Dec. 30, 2022, at Haskell Funeral & 
Cremation Services in Wyoming. 
Rev. Zach Waldis officiated. Visita-
tion was Dec. 29, 2022, at the funeral 
home. Burial was in Toulon Ceme-
tery in Toulon.  
   In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the Laura 
United Methodist Church, the Stark 
County Illinois Historical Society or 
the Greater Peoria Area Honor 
Flight.  
   Condolences may be left for John’s 
family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Marie H. Sherbeyn 
   KEWANEE – Marie H. Sherbeyn, 
91, of Kewanee, passed away Tues-
day, Dec. 27, 2022, at Knox County 
Nursing Home in Knoxville, Ill., 
where she resided. 
   Marie was born in Kewanee on 
Feb. 28, 1931, to Joseph J. and 
Emma Mary (Hellman) Erdman. 

Marie graduated in 1949 from Kewa-
nee High School. On Jan. 14, 1950, 
she married Donald Wayne Sherbeyn 
in Kewanee and he preceded her in 
death on Sept. 3, 1995.  
   She is survived by her children, 
Mary Jo (Frank) King of Buffalo, 
Wyo., Karen (Todd Cade) Dunn of 
Hanna City, Lee (Deb) Sherbeyn of 
Bealton, Va., Pat (Gail) Sherbeyn of 
LaFayette, Terry 
(Kim Gosch) of 
LaFayette, Chris 
(Gwen Ames) 
Sherbeyn of Wyo-
ming, Paul (Dee-
Dee) Sherbeyn of 
Toulon, Jeff 
(Charli Taylor) 
Sherbeyn of Rock 
Springs, Wyo., and Jill (Tom) New-
man of Sheridan, Wyo.; her sister, 
Joann Clementz of Kewanee; 28 
grandchildren; and many great-
grandchildren and great-great-grand-
children. She is preceded in death by 
her parents, four brothers, two sisters, 
two great-grandchildren and a son, 
Roger. 
   Marie loved working in the garden 
and her flowers. She worked at the 
LaFayette Greenhouse and other var-
ious greenhouses, including her own 
that Don built onto their home in 
Rushville. Marie was a very patient 
lady who was always there when 
anyone needed help. There was al-
ways an open seat at the dinner table 
for anyone who was hungry, family 
or not. She was a member of Saint 
John Paul II Parish in Kewanee and 
its altar and rosary society. She also 
volunteered at the Kewanee hospital 
gift shop. 
   Services were held Tuesday, Jan. 3, 
2023, at Rux Funeral Home in Galva 
with visitation one hour prior to the 
services. Burial will be in Evergreen 
Memorial Gardens in rural Kewanee. 
Memorials may be directed to the 
Alzheimer’s Association or to Saint 
John Paul II Parish. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

Ruth A. Thomson 
   GALVA – Ruth Alberta Thomson 
Walker, 94, of Canton, died Dec. 
19, 2022, at Graham Hospital in 
Canton. She was born on Aug. 22, 
1928, in Galva, to Willard L. and 
Helen L. (Waters) Thomson. She 
married Jack Walker on Jan. 31, 
1954, at the Galva Congregational 
Church. He survives. 
   Ruth is also survived by two chil-
dren, Mitchell (Samantha) Walker 
of Iowa, and Shelley (Dave) Hen-
derson of Kansas; four grandchil-
dren; one great-grandchild; one 
brother, Willard P. Thomson; and 
one sister, Margaret “Midge” Eaton. 

Billie J. Snider 
   TOULON – Billie J. Snider, 86, 
formerly of Oak Hill and Toulon, 
died Dec. 23, 2022, at Red Oak Es-
tates in Canton. She was born on 
Jan. 26, 1936, in Johnston City. 
   She married Ray Snider on Dec. 
19, 1954, in Sardis, Miss. 
   She is survived by her children, 
Cherie (Rick Perry) Leezer of Tou-
lon, Sandi (Larry) Jackson of Au-
burndale, Fla., Becky (Joe) Beck of 
Wyoming, Debra (the late Tim) 
Miller of Toulon, Lori (Brian) 
Porter of Brimfield; one sister, 
Pamela Riggs; 16 grandchildren; 
and 23 great grandchildren. 
   A funeral service was Dec. 30. 
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OBITUARIES
Travis M. Staker 

   YATES CITY – Travis M. Staker, 
38, of Yates City, died Sunday, Dec. 
25, 2022, at his 
home. 
   Cremation will 
be accorded and a 
Celebration of his 
Life was held 
from 1-3 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 31 
at the Williams-
field American 
Legion. Memorials may be directed 
to his family. Rux Funeral Home in 
Williamsfield is in charge of arrange-
ments. 
   He was born May 30, 1984, in Peo-
ria, the son of Candy Staker. He mar-

ried Sarrah A. Wagher in Nov. of 
2021. Survivors include his wife; his 
parents, Scott (Candy) Werneburg; 
two children, Ethan and Ella; his 
grandparents, Richard (Cathy) Car-
rasca Staker, Tim (Karen) Gill and 
Delores White; his sister, Ashley 
(Ben) Stivers and their daughter 
Lucy; two step-brothers, Tony 
(April) and Nick Werneburg; and 
several aunts, uncles and cousins. He 
was preceded in death by his great 
grandparents, Ted White, Lorayne 
Larsen and Florence Carrasca. 
   Travis attended Williamsfield High 
School and later attended Princeville 
High School, where he graduated in 
2002. Travis worked as a diesel me-
chanic for Caterpillar since May and 

previously worked for Digital Copy 
Systems in Peoria for many years. 
There was nothing Travis could not 
do; he recently completely renovated 
the home in which his family resides. 
He enjoyed paint and autobody 
work, tractor restoration, and projects 
around the house. He had many proj-
ects he was currently working on, but 
the most important one was restoring 
a car for his sons upcoming 16th 
birthday. Travis was a family-man 
who would do anything for anybody. 
He especially loved his wife and 
children and thoroughly enjoyed 
spending time with them. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com.

FOR ANSWERS  
SEE PAGE 3

the Warkins Memorial Classic. Luke 
Rewerts had 12 points and Matthew 
Bowser scored 11 for Stark County.  
   “We played much better in terms of 
getting contributions from multiple 
players in terms of scoring, rebound-
ing and defense,” Stark County 
Coach Dusty Browning stated. “It’s 
what we’ve been preaching all year – 
better team basketball.” 
   The victory ended a four-game los-
ing streak, including the Rebels’ first 
three of the tournament. For them, 
the tourney began with two losses 
Dec. 27 in Prophetstown – 60-54 to 
Port Byron Riverdale and 59-31 to 
Fulton. 
   Against Riverdale, Stark County 
had a chance to win late, according 
to Browning, but lost 6-foot-2 Joey 
Harmon early because of a sprained 
ankle. That hobbled Stark County 
against Fulton. 
   Daniel Kieser had team highs of 23 

points against Riverdale and 9 vs. 
Fulton. 
   On Dec. 29 at Erie, Stark County 
lost to Orion 50-40. Kieser and Re-
werts each scored 14. 
   “We could not contain them defen-
sively in the fourth, especially on the 
boards,” Browning stated.  
   Beecher won the tournament by de-
feating Sterling Newman, 70-48. 
   In a non-tournament game Dec. 21, 
Midland defeated Stark County 67-
57 despite 22 points from Rewerts.  
   Stark County is to play tonight 
(Jan. 6) at Aledo Mercer County. On 
Jan. 10, Knoxville is to visit. 
   • Galva boys – Galva went 0-3 at 
the Princeville Holiday Tournament. 
   In the Wildcats’ first game, they 
lost 65-34 to eventual champion 
Midland. Blake Stahl had 10 points 
to lead Galva. The following day, 
host Princeville won 71-39 as Jaxson 
Meier scored 12. On Dec. 28, Henry 
defeated Galva 68-46 despite 14 

points from Carter DeVenney. 
   Top-seeded Midland defeated No. 
2 Elmwood 39-29 in the Princeville 
championship game Dec. 28. 
   Galva (0-15) lost Tuesday night at 
Wethersfield, 64-49, despite 19 
points from DeVenney and 16 from 
Stahl. The Wildcats were to play 
Wednesday at LaMoille and return 
home tonight to face West Central. 
   • Et cetera – The game of confer-
ence musical chairs may start again 
for the LTC. Mercer County High 
School has sent a letter of interest to 
the Three Rivers Athletic Conference 
and reportedly hopes to attend the 
January conference meeting. Peru St. 
Bede is leaving that two-division 
conference, which has Rockridge, 
Sherrard, Orion, Monmouth-Rose-
ville, Riverdale, Morrison and Erie-
Prophetstown on one side and 
Princeton, St. Bede, Hall, Newman 
Central Catholic, Kewanee, Mendota 
and Bureau Valley on the other side.  

SPORTS: Mercer County contacts Three Rivers

Staker
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   By NICK VLAHOS and JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   With holiday tournaments behind them, 
basketball teams now turn to the grind of 
conference play. And Daniel Russell 
thinks his Galva girls squad is coming to-
gether just in time for Lincoln Trail Con-
ference play. 
   In addition to regular season games, the 
LTC tournament will be held next week in 
Monmouth at United. Pairings are due out 
later in the week. 
   “I think we are on the verge of playing 
our best basketball of the 
season just in time for the 
LTC tournament next 
week,” Russell said. “Lots 
of good teams in the LTC 
this year, but I like how we 
are playing right now.” 
   Galva (11-8, 3-1 LTC) 
went on the road to Cam-
bridge Monday and returned 
home with a 44-39 victory. 
After trailing most of the 
game, the Lady Wildcats 
took control with a 16-7 run 
in the fourth quarter. 
   Lexi Stone had 7 of her 
team-high 14 points in the 
fourth, while Kali Yelm added 9 and Sarah 
Kaiser and Ava Strom tallied 7 apiece. 
   Galva went 2-3 at the Lee Westerman 
Tournament at Princeville, losing to Elm-
wood (53-43), Princeville (46-37) and 
Tremont (63-56) and beating Bushnell-
Prairie City (51-25) and Midland (44-17). 
A highlight was Stone tallying her 1,000th 
career point on Dec. 26 vs. Elmwood. 

   “I would like to see us put a great four 
quarters together,” Russell said. “We 
played strong second halves in the Prince-
ville tournament.” 
   • Stark County girls – The Lady Rebels 
(5-11) lost 43-34 to Wethersfield on Mon-
day after finishing 2-2 at the Monticello 
holiday tournament. Stark County won its 
tourney opener against Monticello (35-34) 
before falling to Clinton (55-35) and 
Ridgeview (37-31). Stark County then 
beat Gibson-City-Melvin-Sibley (43-38) 
on Dec. 28 in the fifth-place game. 

   Kylee Frisby made the all-
tournament team and Tus-
cola was the tourney winner. 
   Lindley Johnston scored 
24 points in the win over 
GCMS, while Frisby led 
with 19 against Clinton and 
14 vs. Monticello. 
   “We got better during this 
tournament,” Coach Bob 
Bohm said. “We are still 
struggling shooting the ball 
from the field and the free-
throw line.”    
   • Stark County boys –  The 
Rebels (6-9) ended 2022 
with a win but didn’t start 

2023 as well, as SC lost Tuesday to 
Princeville, 57-50, after leading 28-21 at 
halftime. 
   Daniel Kieser scored 21 points for the 
Rebels and Parker Melick had 17 of his 23 
in the second half for the Princes. 
   The Rebels had beaten Stockton 50-47 
on Dec. 30 at Erie in their final game of 
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Galva girls eager for LTC 

Continued on Page 11

Galva senior Lexi Stone 
scored her 1,000th career 
point on Dec. 26.
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