Services:

L. Excavation - Demolition
Land Clearing - Grading
And More!

PRIORITY PLUMBING
PLUS

Solutions for
Every Client

) « Years in
* + Business!

I

DARREN BEELER

Lic.058-1513686
309-3585-4400  309-360-1584ceLL

AMERICAN

PEST CONTROL .

Rob Mosenfelder: 309-558-9025

Home Office Hanna City, IL « (309)565-4251

Robbymosenfelder@gmail.com

Princeville, IL
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Stark Co. treasurer warns of pending ARPA fund shortages

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

TOULON - Stark County
treasurer Paula Leezer had grim
news for the Stark County Board
when she gave a finance report
Tuesday night.

Leezer said salaries paid out of
funds from the American Rescue
Plan Act for two sheriff’s dis-
patchers exceeded what was
budgeted. Leezer said that is due
to overtime paid to the dis-
patchers.

ARPA funds received equal

Inside
« Bradford’s Chelsey Stotler wins
FFA award. Page 7

* Gov. Pritzker touts plans for
higher education . Page 8

$1,037,062 and the county has
spent approximately $400,000 of
that to date. That leaves around
$554,000 available in ARPA
funds not designated to other
projects.

ARPA funds for the two dis-
patchers “will run out this year,”
Leezer stated. This is due to

overtime and secondly, the pro-
jected amounts for the two dis-
patchers were not initially
known.

“The overtime was not thought
about,” Leezer said. “$302,000
was appropriated for ARPA to
pay for the two dispatchers. To
date, we have spent — allocated
$245,000, so we will not make it
to the end of this year.”

The board could appropriate
more funding, but board chair
Kari Bush said, “We need to
have a conversation with the

sheriff (Steven Sloan) before we
do that.”

The sheriff was absent from
the board meeting.

Funding was supposed to have
lasted until 2025.

“We need to either have a po-
lice committee meeting where
Mr. (Bill) Loane and Mr. (Jamie)
Schaffer have a discussion with
the sheriff to talk about that — or,
vice-chair (Robin) Nowlan and I
can sit with the sheriff to talk
about that, as well,” Bush said.
“We need to come to a solution

to the issue.”

County Engineer Judd Giffin
gave his report to the board and
highlighted that the highway de-
partment has purchased a new
John Deere grader for $432,772
with a $40,200 trade-in value de-
ducted from that cost. Giffin
sought and received board ap-
proval for this purchase. Deliv-
ery of the new grader is expected
by this September.

Giffin continues to work with

the Illinois Department of Trans-
Continued on Page 2

Stark Co. schools ask
FFA members [ Toulon for more lights

gather at
Black Hawk

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

GALVA — FFA chapters around
the area gathered at Black Hawk
College’s game room on March
10 for an annual FFA Breakfast.

Chapters from Stark County,
Galva, Wethersfield and Kewanee
attended the annual event hosted
by The State Bank of Toulon.

Keynote speaker was Kate Col-

gan of Laura, who was elected last

June as FFA State Treasurer, in
Springfield. Colgan is a 2022
graduate of Princeville High
School.

Other officers are President Ra-
chel Hood, of Industry, Vice Pres-
ident Derek Sample, of Sessere,
Reporter Levi Maierhofer, of
Seneca, and Secretary Haley
Bode, of Waterloo.

Stark County FFA members fill the/r Dplates with breakfast entrees last Friday at the State
Bank of Toulon's FFA Breakfast event. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

Colgan discussed the past year’s
events in review, such as the Illi-
nois State Fair, attending the FFA
Congress, meeting with the Illi-
nois Corn Board and a trip to
Washington, D.C. Also, she and
other FFA members attended the
National FFA Convention.

Plans for this year’s state con-

vention, scheduled for June 13-15,

were begun last December and the
annual event will be held in
Springfield.

Colgan left the audience with
this advice: “The most important
thing is taking the opportunity and
succeeding; The Blue Jacket gives
FFA members the opportunity to
grow. Growth is where success is
found.”

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Priaire News

TOULON - Stark
County School District Su-
perintendent Brett Elliott
has requested that Toulon
install additional lighting at
the Toulon school build-
ings, which are located on
Franklin and Prairie
Streets.

At Toulon’s city council
meeting Monday, Mayor
Larry Hollis told the coun-
cil about the request.

“This was brought to my
attention by Brett Elliott
that there’s a lack of street-
lights on Franklin and Prai-
rie Streets,” Hollis said
“There’s a light at each end
of the blocks, but there’s
no lights in between.”

Hollis said the city will
contact Ameren to sched-
ule installation of a light in
front of the high school
building on Franklin Street

STATE BANK OF TOULON

KW anee
J0=-B52-3366

SEae Bark of Touwlo

Lalva
J0R-932-2131

319 236 15 .I_

and also a light in front of
the junior high school
building on Prairie Street.
The council approved add-
ing lighting at the schools.

The council also ap-
proved spending up to
$2,700 to repair the end
caps of the reverse osmosis
vessels at the east end of
the water plant that are
leaking water. The costs to
replace the seals are $839
for parts and approx-
imately $1,800 for a tech-
nician to perform the
repairs, plus travel time.

The council also ap-
proved a $5 per hour raise
for city employee Matt
Forstrom from $20 to $25
per hour, which matches
the $25 per hour wage of
city employee Jake Streit-
matter.

Part-time summer jobs

will be advertised in The
Continued on Page 2
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Troop 150 of Toulon and Pack 142
of Wyoming will be
conducting their annual

Scouting for Food
in Toulon

Saturday, March18th

from 9 a.m. until noon

Non-perishable foods, paper products, etc. will
be collected for the Stark County Food Pantry,

Floase lnave non-panishable itema inoa bag oulside of yaar
daar by § 6.m. on thal day,

FARMERS « LANDOWNERS

« Quality Service . Quality Produwcts . Quality Connections

QuALITY

FARM TILING, IHG

iy e o Farewr Fr !"'H.'r Ty

GPS Mapping Laser Controlled

WESTON STAHL

16351 Twp. Rd, 1150M - Bradford, IL
[209) 897-B256 Home « (309) 238-3291 Mobile

30th Annual Wyoming American Legion Post 91

Lenten
Fish
Fry

Friday,
March 17

Fresh Channel Catfish Dinner or Walleye Dinner,
Baked Beans, Podato Salad, Coleslaw, Rolls,

EAT-IN or CARRY-OUT
$12.00 DONATION - SERVING 5PM TO 7

105 N Main Ave, Wyoming, IL 61491

PENDING!

815 5E 1st 5t Galva - 595,000
Completely remodieled homa! 3 -bedroom
1 bath I Huge Yard | Shed

TOULON: Culvert damage to be addressed

Continued from Page 1
Prairie News for two weeks. The city

is seeking two people this year.

Approved was the purchase of
gravel for a sewer line to be installed
for Dollar General at the Union and
Main Streets junction. The cost for
130 tons of rock at $31 per ton
equals $4,030.

During public comment, Mark
Swank, who lives at 211 E. Turner
Ave., addressed the council about a
sewer line problem located at his and
several other residences along Turner
Avenue. Swank said sewage is back-
ing up into the residences due to
damaged and collapsed sewer lines.

A possible problem is that a particu-
lar sewer line was installed decades
ago under a garage and excavating
isn’t possible now. Hollis suggested
that it would take time for the city to
study the problem and come up with
a solution.

Jake Streitmatter was approved to
attend a five-day waste-water class
and be certified by passing a test. The
dates to attend will be scheduled, as
well as travel accommodations.

Bids were opened for a small par-
cel of land on Jefferson Street with
Sandy and Al Muggleton winning
the parcel with a $1,000 bid that the
council approved. Also, a winning

bid of $3,000 from Matt Forstrom
was approved by the council to trim
brush at the sewer facility and at the
city cemetery.

The culvert on Jefferson Street be-
tween Union and Olive Streets is
damaged and is scheduled for re-
placement in April according to past
month’s meeting’s discussions. The
box-type culvert is adjacent to a
sewer line, which makes replacement
difficult. According to Farnsworth
Group’s Zack Knight, the city engi-
neer, there is a lot of material
squeezed into one spot making it
tricky to work on.

COUNTY BOARD: Agreement with New Windsor

Continued from Page 1

Windsor to provide them

low bidder at $1,938,062,

The landowner is Jane

portation concerning
Motor Fuel Tax documen-

with core sampling. Stark
Highway Department per-

which was higher than es-
timated.

OPEN HOUSE!
Sunday, March 2Gth
l'njm 1 ;Im tu.d::Il'l'l

204 SE 1st Ave., Galva - 585,000
23 bedroomsl 1 bath, 2 - car detached garage
wiiving quarters above Gomar lobshed.

Tami Rouse, of Career
Link, gave a presentation
to the Stark County board
concerning the employ-
ment and schooling pro-
gram for Stark and
Marshall Counties. Career
Link can provide up to
two years of schooling for
motivated individuals who

sonnel will perform the
work and New Windsor
will pay for its services.
Bids were received for
the North Valley Road
Bridge project and Stark
Excavating, Inc. was the

tation dealing with the pur-
chase of gravel and
sealcoating material to re-
surface county highways.
The board signed an in-
tergovernmental agree-
ment with the City of New

Rumbold & Klllll],, Inc. are just beginning to enter

Valley Cestrad :
= Main Offsce: $00-322- 3433 or 309-695-5131 the career field, or consid-

ering changing occupa-

# Geain Slorage & Drying » Grain Merchasdising » Trucking Services tions.

Under new business, a
303-385-4846  Valley J09-895-5483 special-use permit was ap-
3096064151 Speer 308-248-2011 proved for a new solar fa-

309-3034361 Wyoming 3088858458 cility to be located
309-206-2461 Mewanee  309-T51-4355 northeast of State High-

way 17 and 450E road.

TUCKER

] Il:ﬂ]m ﬂl,E! .

RAILERSESERVICECIACTESSORIES]

WL S My TH s Faiprdle. 10

309-286-3241

tuckeErtrallers. o om

ADVERTISE! CALL (309) 286-2185

Orwig and the applicant is
SVCSG Toulon Solar 1,
LLC. The project size is
39 acres “inside the fence
for each project.”

SunVest Solar, LLC rep-
resentative Bill French
said the project would
commence in 2025, pro-
duce $40,000 in revenue
per year, and have a serv-
ice life of 25 years, at
which time the developer
claimes all evidence of the
solar facility would be re-
moved from the land and
the property restored to its
agricultural state.

Passed by the board was:
a resolution to appoint the
Peoria Area Convention
and Visitors’ Bureau as
sole representative for
Stark County; a resolution
for DOAP [downstate op-
erating assistance pro-
gram] to provide public
transportation between
Stark and Marshall
Counties; an ordinance to
provide for public trans-
portation in Stark County;
and a resolution in support
of agriculture in Stark
County via the Farm Bu-
reau.

719 N.W. Third Avenue, Galva,

« Gras bscation, chose B
schools

Pegimag
= Kitchen apgfiances stay
(not waranted)

$119,900.00.

s Spacious 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath » Lower-level recreational rocem

* Butier's Panry
* Built-in cupbosedsbookcases

* Privacy lencing
= Dutachad one<car garage
= Additional parcel

514 N.W. 8th Street, Galva

Y - Fulty renovated, cozy coftsge = Vieyl replacement windows

503 NW 15t 5t Galva - 5165,000
Spatious- 3 badroom2 bath home. Heated B=car detached garage

Comer lot! Close to Wiley Park, s 1 badrooms/ibath « Cantral Alr
* Professionally designed = 1 car atltached garage
FEHDIHG| intarior * Proparty sold with all
L * Mice kilchen wiappliances  furnishings, except mattress
that stay and bed frame

$82,308.00.

= Grial lecation - close io + Baurliful Oak Woodwark

schools, parks, churches + Arched Eniryways and
+ 1 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, Pocket Door
Basemanl Shower + Qpan Front Porch
» Spacious Rooms
$94,900.00.
15 N.E. 2n r v
» 2.3 bedrooms bath « Cemiral Air

= Seacious ing naom and bedvooms + 1 car attached, hesled garsge

» Hardwood Roon ~1wmmw
* Wiryl replacement windows  + Property being sold © =

$69,900.00
Tracy Interial

716 N. Elm Kewanes - 515,000.00
17171 Twp, Rd, 650 - E. Kewanee $132,000.00 giyor ypper - 3 bedrooms! 1 bath.

Call Debbie Wright « [(309) 883-2617 icen

SRESH, CRS, ABR

Broker. Reallor®

= Licgnsed in INindis

- PH: (309) 852-4030
dwright@melfosterco.com Sd

Cell: (309) B54-3801

130 B532 —-[H[I
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PUBLIC RECORD

Traffic citations &

Ordinance violations

3-8 - Todd C. Schafer, Speeding
35+ mph over the limit.

Incidents & Accidents
Stark County

3-6 - A deer-related vehicle acci-
dent occurred on 1500E just east of
the intersection of 1425N. The
driver involved was Sharon Shaner,
66, of Bradford. No injuries were
reported but the vehicle sustained
estimated damages over $1,500.

3-9 - A domestic problem was re-
ported and handled in the 100 block
of W. Main St. in Toulon.

3-10 - Melody A. Kent, 28, Galva,
turned herself into the Stark County
Sheriff’s Office on an outstanding
McDonough County warrant for
failure to appear on a payment re-
view for possession of a controlled
substance. She posted $500 cash
bond and was released with a new
court date to appear.

3-10 - Anthony D. Thomas Jr., 28,
Toulon, was arrested and charged
with two counts of endangering the
life of a child, resisting and or ob-
structing a peace officer, illegal
transportation of adult use cannabis
and for smoking cannabis in a ve-
hicle with a minor present. He
posted $250 cash bond and was re-
leased with a court date to appear.

3-10 - Mina Granado, 28, Toulon,
was arrested and charged with two
counts of endangering the life of a
child, driving a vehicle without a
valid registration, speeding 75 mph
in a 55 zone, failure to transfer a ve
hicle title, aggravated fleeing to
elude authorities, improper lane
usage, reckless driving, speeding
115 mph in a 55 zone, improper
overtaking, improper starting of a
parked vehicle and driving without
a driver’s license on person. She
was taken into custody and trans-
ported to the Stark County Jail. On
March 12, she posted $250 cash
bond and was released with a court
date to appear.

Galva Report

Officer dispatched:

3-6 - to the 100 block of NE 1st
St. for a civil standby to retrieve
property.

3-6 - to the 600 block of SE 2nd
St. in reference to a forgery com-
plaint. This crime occurred in Bu-
reau County. It was referred to them
for follow up prosecution.

3-6 - Officer realized a train had
stopped that blocked all Galva
crossings except SW 6th Ave. Of-
ficer directed numerous vehicles
and semi-trucks to the open cross-
ing. The train eventually moved
along.

3-6 - to the 500 block of SW 3rd
St. for a complaint involving a pos-
sible phone scam.

3-6 - to the 00 block of NE 4th St.
to help a resident locate a dog that
ran away. The dog was ultimately
struck and killed by a train.

3-7 - to the 200 block of SE 2nd
St. for a report of heavy black
smoke in the area. It was deter-

)
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mined to be the steam from the eth-
anol plant.

3-7 - to the 800 block of W. Divi-
sion St. to recover a bicycle that
had been left there.

3-7 - to the 100 block of SE 8th
Ave. for a report involving a social
security scam.

3-7 - to the 1000 block of Court-
yard Estates to recover a debit card
that had been turned in there.

3-7 - to the 100 block of N.
Center Ave. for a 9-1-1 open line
call. Officer checked the area but
was not able to locate anyone need-
ing assistance.

3-8 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd
St. for a complaint involving a men-
tal-health crisis.

3-8 - to the 00 block of Wallace
St. for to assist a citizen who was
having phone problems.

3-8 - to the 300 block of Front St.
for a loud-music complaint.

3-8 - again to the 300 block of
Front St. for a loud-music com-
plaint.

3-9 - to a residence on NW 8th St.
for a welfare check. The subject
was fine and having phone prob-
lems.

3-9 — to speak to residents in the
400 block of SE 7th Ave. about bas-
ketball hoops near the roadway.

3-9 — to assist Henry County
serve an eviction notice at the Lin-
coln House.

3-9 - to the 500 block of NW 4th
Ave for a theft report.

3-9 - to a residence on NE 4th
Street in reference to a suicidal sub-
ject needing transported by ambu-
lance for a mental evaluation.

3-9 - to the 900 block of SE 2nd
St. for an attempted-burglary com-
plaint.

3-9 - to the 100 block of NW 2nd
St. for a possible-prowler com-
plaint.

3-10 - to the 400 block of SE 7th
Ave. for a suspicious-person com-
plaint. The subject appeared to be
having a mental-health crisis.

3-10 - to the 600 block of SE In-
dustrial Ave for an activated burglar
alarm. It was determined to be a
false alarm.

3-10 - along with Stark County
Medic and several area fire depart-
ments, to the 1300 block of SE 2nd
St. for a structure fire.

3-10 - to the 200 block of NW
2nd St. in reference to a vehicle that
was stuck in a yard and another ve-
hicle was trying to pull it free. The
vehicles were both removed.

3-11 - to the 00 block of NE 4th
Ave. to try to locate a wanted sub-

Marshall-Stark

E Public Transportation

call 309-364-2287 for
regular schedule or to arrange individual transports.

Liperaiag Dy MY Fropaets

ject. As the result, Brayland Bu-
shong, 18, Galva, was arrested on a
Stark County warrant for failing to
appear on charges of aggravated
battery. He was also found to be in
possession of a controlled substance
at the time of his arrest. He was
given a notice to appear in court for
the new charges and was turned
over to Stark County for his war-
rant.

3-11 - to assist Henry County with
a complaint involving an unrespon-
sive subject several miles east of
Galva. The subject was found to be
deceased.

3-11 - to the 600 block of N.
Center Ave. for a complaint of a
subject walking around with a rifle
during the snowstorm. Officer
found the subject, who actually had
a broom for snow removal.

3-12 - to a residence on NE 2nd
St. for an out-of-control juvenile
complaint.

3-12 - to the 100 block of Main
St. in reference to a verbal domestic
dispute.

3-12 - to assist Henry Co with a
welfare check at a residence NW of
town. The subject was fine.

3-12 - to the 00 block of SW 4th
St. for a complaint involving neg-
lected dogs. The complaint was un-
founded.

3-8 - Richard Austin 58, Wataga,
was issued a citation for having ex-
pired registration in the 400 block
of S. Center Ave.

3-12 - Shannon Hunt, 43, Mon-
mouth, was issued citations for im-
proper display of registration and
improper use of registration in the
100 block of Exchange St.

3-12 - Rebecca Ripka, 66, Galva,
was issued a citation for speeding in
the 500 block of S. Center Ave.

3-12 - Charles Doty, 36, Kewa-
nee, was issued a citation for having
no insurance in the 1200 block of
SE 2nd St.

3-12 - Rita Williams, 60, Donnell-
son, lowa, was issued a citation for
speeding in the 1200 block of SE
2nd St.

Peoria County Report

« EDELSTEIN - Joel E. Pollack,
46, of Edelstein was arrested about
7:45 p.m. March 9 and accused of
failure to appear in court, according
to the Peoria County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

* EDELSTEIN — Jeffrey R.
Ryan, 49, of Edelstein was arrested
about 8:15 p.m. March 7 and ac-
cused of aggravated domestic bat-
tery/great bodily harm, according to
the Peoria County Sheriff’s Office.

Property Transfers

3-8 - Mary Jane Chevalier, Mar-
garet E. Ellgas, Richard F. and
Thomas J. Saal to Jack H. Bauer
and Shafer Farms Family LLLP - Pt
Sect 9-12-7 SE & SW - Considera-
tion = $2,560,000.

3-10 - Thomas Sobczyk to Rich-
ard W. Bauer - Vg of Lombardville,
Block 5 Lots 8,9,10,12,13,& 14 -
Consideration = $5,000.

Underground Directional Boring

Water Lines, Gas Lines, Power Lines
Communications Lines, Drains

309-303-7237

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

MOWING/TRIMMING BIDS

Tha Willage of LaFayeite is stcapting bids fer mowing and
trimming of the village park. Term will be for the 20 Sesscn and
ahould spacily cost per time. Coniractor must provide proal of
ingurance with written bid, and supply their own equipsenl.

Bids must ba recabved by March 31, 2023

Please maill bids to:Village of LaFayette
PO Box 116
LaFayette, IL 61449

Any questons feel free to contact Chiis Emith at [109) 508. 2532,

NOTICE T0 STARK COUNTY VOTERS

Early voting for the April 4th Consolidated Election
will begin February 23rd and end April 3rd at the
office of the Stark County Clerk
130 W. Main; Toulon.

Voting hours are Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

We will also be open Saturday, April 15t from
9 a.m. -12 p.m. for early voting.

Galva

Y
Pharmacy &9

Scott Caravello, RPh » 309.932.3440
Your "Hometown" Full Service Pharmacy!

hvgr-the-Coanler Remeadies » Natwral Merkal Remedtes
CEE Proadoces « Paper Produces « Gif Mo + Karn
Fawaie Wae Candies » Spacks « Fay Service » Goreeding Carily
Digiral Prines * Phofocemies = Party Govds Baileors + Sohool Sapplin
Galva Pharmacy - Where Service is a Tradition!

TRUCK DRIVER

Helena Agri Enterprises, LLC, a national, agricultural
chemical company, has immediate openings for
part-time Truck Drivers at our Wyoming, and
Sparland IL, lecations,

Requirements: high school diploma or equivalent,
COL Class A or B with Tanker endorsement.

Responsibilities: makes deliveries, loads and unloads
product and performs general warehouse duties.

Submit resumes by mall, emall or apply in person.
Helena Agri Enterprises LLC
7064 Township Road 1300 E
Wyoming, IL, 61491
Atin: Scott Libby
lipbys@helensagri.com
Rewasmes: submisied without & salary requirement =il not be considered
Fre-employment drug screen and background chec regquined
EE0ul/ W/ F (Dsabledeberan

PO - Taking Agpplications (or 2 Bedroom Dapleses. Reni iz
hased on MFE of adjusied pross income and includes all appliances
s Launidry and parking provided. Call soday mi 1=-B0-539% 92216

[ masre Enformation and an application. TDIx
T s b i il (st v =1
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You can find poetry in
your everyday life, your
miemary, in what
people say on the bus,
in the news, or just
what's in your heard.
= Carcd Ann Duffy
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The Prairie News is published The Praivie Fetws is located
every Friday (except the last week  at 101 West Main Street, PO
of December and a week in July) Box 240, Toulon, lllinois 61483.
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graphics@prairie-news.com news@prairie-news.com
e Chief Correspondent - The Prairie News assumes no fi-
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 Bradford Correspondent - Angie  graphical errors, but will reprint
Stange that part of an ad in which the
¢ Galva Correspondent - error occured.
Carol Townsend The Prairie News is a member
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Porter’s Mowing s,

| Have 5 OPENINGS for the upcoming
mowing season. Wyoming area ONLY,
Plus - Gutters, Leaves, Small Tree Remowval,
and other LANDSCAPE NEEDS.
CALL ANDREW PORTER
(309) 696-7930

Sunshine Village - Toulon

FOR RENT: One bedroom apartments available for people 62
years of age or odder, handicapped,disabled, regardless of age,
Affordable income-based rent includes all utilities. Small pet okay.
For more information and an appointment
:all {ZM: IH-?IEHE-

s wun i

ik Yor

To all those who helped support

our annual soup supper.

E =~ Heartland Private School g

Got
ANis?

Central lllinois Pest Management Inc.
Termite and Pest Control Experis

309-267-PEST (7378)

whew centralillinoispest, com

GUEST VOICES

1159

iy o it

Of Stark Co. corn, cats scfatchmg & smoke

Rambling through central Illinois,
happy to report the bluebells are
starting to poke through the leaf litter
and promise to put on a fantastic
show later this spring.

Callers have been wondering if we
will have stories about political races
before the April 4 election. Yes!
Watch for stories on the three-person
Galva mayoral
election and on
the contested race
for the Bradford
Village Board. ...
Speaking of
Bradford, we will
have a story in

the latest village Jeff
board meeting in LAMPE
our March 24

issue. ... Last year

was a good one for Stark County
farmers, who led Illinois in corn
yield this year with a county-wide
average of 240 bushels per acre, fol-
lowed by Woodford and Ogle
counties. That’s according to USDA
figures. McLean County had the
largest corn crop, with nearly 71 mil-
lion bushels produced, according to
the USDA. Overall Illinois had the
top five corn-producing counties in
the country but ranked second to
Iowa in total corn production.
McLean County also led the nation
in soybean production. Worth noting
is that McLean is the largest county
in Illinois and is actually larger than
the state of Rhode Island.

MAKERS

Once upon a time, I had a nice
leather recliner. OK, it was pleather,
but real high-quality pleather. For a
few weeks I loved that chair. Then
our cat decided she loved it too. Be-
fore long, the pleather was decorated
with long white streaks where the
cat’s claws had proved her love for
the arms of the chair. I mention this
after reading a story about veterinar-
ians who support Illinois House Bill
1533, a state law that would ban the
declawing of cats. These vets are
going against guidance of the Illinois
State Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion, which encourages its members
to oppose HB 1533. Vets against de-
clawing say it “often increases biting
and house soiling,” proven reasons
for cats to be put up for adoption, or
worse. Hmmm. Seems that was the
exact choice presented to the family
when our Rosie got cat-scratch fever.
No claws, or she goes. An inside cat,
Rosie now has no front claws. Even
though she still scratches away every
day, the furniture is safe and — while
she is still a weird little animal —
there’s no more talk of Rosie leaving.

Anyone who saw Elmwood take a
45-15 drubbing at the hands of Illini
Bluffs (32-5) in the boys basketball
sectional had to be impressed by IB.
Some even pondered whether IB had
what it takes to win it all in Class 1A.
Seems the Tigers did, if not for a last-
second 3-pointer that handed IB a
45-44 loss to Waterloo Gibault in the
supersectional. Gibault beat Scales
Mound for the Class 1A state title

over the weekend, 65-45, and also
won easily in the semifinals against
Bloomington’s Cornerstone Christian
Academy, 70-46. The only consola-
tion for IB is that nearly the entire
roster returns next year, including 6-
foot-9 Hank Alvey. That’s not such
good news for the rest of the ICAC,
though. ... Unfortunately, I missed
the Metamora title game, but saw
plenty of the lopsided and fairly un-
inspiring 1A and 2A tournaments. No
question about it: small-school bas-
ketball was down statewide this sea-
son.

e o o

Ready for some not-surprising-but-
still-depressing news? MoneyGeek
rates Illinois as the least tax-friendly
state in the country. According to
MoneyGeek’s analysis, families in Il-
linois pay an average of $14,778 per
year in taxes, or nearly 17 percent of
their household income. Compare
that to the most tax-friendly state of
Wyoming, where residents pay about
$3,438 per year in taxes. And then
tell me, “Why do I still live here?”
Ah yes, it’s so the state can tell me [
can’t have my cat declawed. ... Part-
ing shot: Driving north Tuesday af-
ternoon, we saw numerous tell-tale
plumes. Burning season is here in
force, which is often a fun time for
everyone — except for the firefighters
who must deal with landowners let-
ting things get out of control.

Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040 or

Jelfl@wklypost.com

CUSTOM PRUNING

MALL

Locally made gifts, s e
crafts; seasonal and F TF5F.

gﬁpfe

RESTAURANT

Apple Tree Pruning Available

“607 N. Main 5t , Kewanes
B56-8020 I home decor, t-shirts | T ==
{%"“m and MUCH, MUCH, MORE [ ? : R.E. Arends Orchard
| A veucanear : z
. kg PLUS FREE DRINKS! nE EEE TSEI.I:MI gEﬁgﬁ E'E EL = 2 miles North of Laura - 22001 Rte. 78
Birtbday Surprisal FOLLOW US ON EACEBOOK CALL AFTER 6 PM - Phone: (309) 446-3034

The Stark County Board is soliciting candidates for the position of

Fire Protection District Trustee for all four Stark County Fire Departments,
There is one opening in each of the four fire profection districts (Bradford,
Lafavetie, Toulon & Wyaming).

-~ Mary’s Family Dining -

- 1011 SE 2nd Street, Galva # (309) 932 - 2277

CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE

PLUS OTHER SPECIALS.

Fripay, MaArcH 17T1H

ServinGg 11 A.Mm. 10 2 P.M.
&4 -9p.m.

The appointment will be for a term of 3 years to begin May 2023 and conclude
May 2026, The trustee candidate must be 18 vears of age or older and a resident
of the fire protection district. Candidates must not have a felony conviction under
the laws of the State of Iinois or comparable laws of any other states or the United
Siates or is in arrears in the payment of a tax or other indebfedness to a fire
protection district,

Applications are available on the county website at www.starkeo.illinois.gov
or af the Office of the County Clerk 130 W, Main, Toulon. Completed applications
are due in the (Mfice of the County Clerk by Monday April 3rd.

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties
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Moody’s gives lllinois another credit upgrade

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD —
Moody’s Investors Serv-
ice announced it has up-
graded Illinois’ bond
rating to A3, up from
Baal, marking the eighth
credit upgrade the state
has received in less than
two years.

Moody’s is now the sec-
ond major rating agency
to put Illinois in the ‘A’
category following S&P’s
decision on Feb. 23 to up-
grade the state to A- on its
scale.

Andrews Implement Co.
GE & Hotpoink Applisncis Halland Grills:

GE APPLIANCES

Email andrewsimp@mymcionet Phone: {(309) ais-5591

In its announcement,
Moody’s cited the state’s
“improving governance”
as a key factor in its deci-
sion. Moody’s is one of
many firms that now as-
sesses companies and
governments on an “‘envi-
ronmental, social and
governance,” or ESG,
framework.

The rating agency said
it had updated the state’s
“issuer profile score” in
the governance category
to 2 from 3.

“Like other states, I1li-
nois enjoyed solid tax

104 E. Main Street
PO, Box 229
Altona, [llinois 61514

revenue growth over the
past couple years, ex-
panding its capacity to
build financial reserves
and increase payments to-
wards outstanding liabil-
ities,” Moody’s said in its
announcement. “The state
is on track to close fiscal
2023, which ends June
30, with further growth in
reserves that are already

Residential

Commoercial

at their strongest level in
over a decade.”

Illinois’ “rainy day”
fund is slated to reach its
highest-ever balance of
more than $1.9 billion by
the end of the fiscal year.

The new rating applies

to the state’s general obli-

gation, or GO, bonds and
its Build Illinois sales tax
bonds.

Agricultural

Lucas Herrmann
309-657-2755

AG-LAND

Full Time Operations Lead
at Ag Land FS Grain Elevator

Adding 3-4 Fall Harvest Helpers
Duties include general maintenance, running
grain dryers, loading and unlcading trucks.
Previous experence s preferred, must be a
self-starter and be dependable. Must have
raliable transportation,

Might time drying. Duties include taking
moisture samples and oparating the dryer
overnight, Must have reliable transportation
and be vary dapandable.

Please apply in person at the Elmwood Diffice.
For questions call 1-309-742-2711 office
or Clay's Cell 1-217-652-2021.

SULLIVAN

DOOR CGMPAHY

Residential - Commerdal

—
Visit Our
Showroom

Sales * Service

III.ETE]I:IIII.'IDI'I
Seotionil S1ed Do & Openers
Sewviee Ui AN ke
l:;"'lllll: & Section R-qll..u.:lm.'rll
24 Hlour Emergency Service
Free Sales Estimases

856-8041

Toll Free 877-324-9517

1319 W, bith 5i.
Kewaner, L1,

Mutual

404 Tennay Street,
HKewanee, IL 81443

Phone: 309-856-6080

Come in or call us for all your insurance needs!
sstaufferfcommstatebank.com

900 SE 2nd St. Galva
309-93 2-993 2

Cars, Trucks, Semis, Tractors & More.
Also bedliners and undercoating.

M & M LAWN SERVICE

For all vour lawn care needs
Lawn rollang also avaikalde.

JOHN FORSTROM

owner | operaios

THhaE Tl]'t\"h‘l“lf"‘ BRI} T50N
T AN, T

61483
(F09) 238-3481

“Service Beyu'nd Expectations™
Since 1960

Eriaal:

ONEIDA, IL REAL ESTATE AND
PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION

Ihe Tallowing praperty will be sold on locanon ap [32 W
Davion SL Oneida, 1L 61467, on

SATURDAY MARCH 25, 2023 AT 11 A.M.
(R.E. SELLS FIRST)

REAL ESTATE: Trs older & $iory 960 54, i Bomd b5 on 2 Lange
3,133 acee kot The house consests of 3 ull eal in kilchan, dining room,
1ull bath with laundry Brea, one bedroom and kyirg room on the kneer
bl with 2 mnane Badreooms locabed wpstains, The basement is ful
Front and back ponches aitach o the house. Alhough the howse s in
need ol updatng and 8 néw fumace, e 13 much polential i e B
0 a nice famity home o rental property. The: roof is in good shapa
There i abso an unatiached garage and smal siorage shed localed on
thes propérty, An DFEN HOUSE will be hisd on Tuisday March 7
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Temms are a non-refundable 10/ down the day ol
BucSon with the hatance 1y be pd bn ful in approx. 30 days. This ks an
a5 is auction. Walch for a ks of personal proparty 5000

DONNA M. VARNER ESTATE-SELLER
FOLGER'S AUCTION SERVICE, INC.

Willlamsfield, lilincis [JIM AND CATHIE GIBBS, OWNERS),
JIM FOLGER, MATT SHIPLEY
Ph, 309-337-2150 and 309-158-6314
sy icedgmail com
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK Cash, check or credit card
[Fe cands socepied for real estabe),

RUMBOLD & KUHN INC.

Rumbold & Kuhn, Ine,
Invites You To Attend Their
20233 Spring Ag Marketing Meeting

Tuesday, March 2lst F— b

-“ “:ﬂ“ [MIL One of the key companents of the
At St. Dominic’s Hall Supator Feed gedionts, that |
provides their clients with stability

In Wyoming, 1L R
* |5 a seasoned manager who brings
(1 Block East/1 Block South of the || strong trading and hedging

s knowledge from industry leaders

Four-way stoplight) Con Agra and Hansen & Mueller
Refreshments & Door Prize well a2  B5 in Economrics from the
Drawings Following the Meeting! L g

KEWANEE SALE BARN

25836 N 800 AVE. KEWANEE, IL
PHONE: 309-856-8806

GOAT & SHEEP SALE
SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2023

SMALL ANIMALS, HAY & STRAW
AND FARM RELATED ITEMS -
SELL AT 11:00 A.M.

GOATS & SHEEP -
SELL AT 12:00 NOON
NO HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

PAT COCQUIT - 309-314-0187 OR
RYAN COCQUIT - 309-945-2795

OR AT: KEWANEESALEBARN.COM

« PREMIUM DIESEL & GASOLINE

« LUBRICANTS
- PROPANE

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

ity Ensrgy remains & local ang
fitily cumied Dutineds D wovks Rard
12 ke om0 SRKT RERTE AP [ARAN
cave of frat oor CUSTDMERS
and EMPLOYEES.
e pUSSART 200 Baleve i ouF
B sommpniies

ICALL TODAY
TO &SK ABOUT OUR
PETROLEUM SERVICES
Lk ot P
- T Uentragh i

& S.H'rn .i"tl'l.'.'p Ehﬂn' F"H:u?mr




Page 6

THE PRAIRIE NEWS ¢ March 17, 2023

www.illinoisweeklies.com

Helping you protect what

matters most
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-3 Property Owners ALERT! Protect Your Topsoil and Tiling

B
-
)
+  »CO2 pipelines will be 5 ft. down g
== risking mix of topsoil with lower soils. HEIQI‘III_UI’E
&  * Will tile restoration have positive =~ SuPporting Neighbors
w= drainage or sink due to improper fill?
== * Lower soils are often so compacted
;E they do not recover. 5
i » CO2 line construction can leave open
;= ditches for weeks until testing is done. : T !
EE Watch the 8 minute YouTube video with Steve Hess
— “Farmer to Farmer - Concerns about CO2 Pipeline
= Construction on Midwest Farmland"https://www.yotube.com/watch?v=iBqBf-7TBRP4
E i“ For more information Contact the Coalition to Stop COZ Pipelines httpsy//noilincisco2 pipelines.org

Say NO to Carbon Dioxide Pipelines

CAMP GROVE STATE BAK

CANF QESWE. ILLIESIN dndga

4.509

©

Inquire Today: Brian Katz,

NOW OFFERING DEBI

APY*

CD SPECIAL

AMAZING RATES FROM A
LOCAL BANK YOU CAN TRUST.

309.493.5311 | bkatz@campgrovestatebank.com

s (bl of B1 000 15 tai 4 C0 Pafudlly will D Fipeivin] Tor darty milbinien
i corrpeenrieed| oy Aol Porronmsgo Theddn s unsts oo kleech | TR

-

PRECISION AG

Aaron Ehnle
309.360.5409

Precision Planting

Intelli N\ Mlanter

3430 W, Alron Rd

Edelsien, IL 61536

Conference to focus
on local mental health

For The Prairie News
Anyone interested in ad-

* Mental Health First Aid

dressing the mental health ) dl\é[algmg Mez;al Hi:ﬂth
challenge on a local level and Substance buse e

s invited to the 2023 Men-  sources Accessible for All
tal Health Conference °Adverse Childhood Ex-
“Protecting Hope,” on periences

* Diet Culture
* [llinois Helpline

May 24, at Black Hawk
College, East Campus,
from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.
The conference will fea-
ture Jessica Schultz, PhD,

* Self-Discovery
* The Future of Behav-

Associate Professor of ioral Health

Psychology at Augustana * Alzheimer’s Disease

College. Dr. Schultz’s * Burn Out

presentation will share in-  Neurofeedback

s.ights and tools from posi- « Law Enforcement and

tlve.psychology t(? Mental Health

cultivate hope while advo- . .

cating for mental health Participants will also
have the opportunity to at-

and wellness.

The conference is open
to all who have an interest
in local mental health is-
sues.

Break out sessions are
scheduled throughout the
day. topics include:

* Sometimes It’s Not Too
Good To Be True

¢ Tick Borne Discases
Schizophrenia and Bipolar
Disorder

tend a wellness fair to learn
about mental health serv-
ices in our community.

“Self-care” demonstra-
tions will take place
throughout the day.

General registration is
$85. A continental break-
fast and box lunch are in-
cluded. To register visit
whova. com/portal/regis-
tration/menta_202305/
For assistance call

* Sexual Violence and (309)308-4109 or contact

Mental Health Beth.A.Looney@osthealth
* Family Farm Resource  care.org. Seating is limited
Initiative so please register early.

M@RGAN

MILLWRIBAT SERVIGES

11395 Twp Rd 950 N
Wyoming lllinois, 61491

Part time
warehouse help.
Applicants must be a minimum of
21 years old, have a valid driver's
license, be able to lift 25|bs and
operate a Forklift. Starting wage
$18.00 hr.

Apply within.
For more information call (309) 278-3387T.

AD STORAGE COMPANY

= EASY ACCESS » LOW MONTHLY REWT
« WELL-LIT = SECURITY
EACILITIES IN:
Broatiord - 3T-EI4Y = « + Liga - 8969331 + + » Hunna City - S85-TE7T
“Siora Your Stuff With Us®
Call 385-1715

A0 STORAGE CO. « PO BOX 415 - PRINCEVILLE, IL 61558

\-'

CEO

T CARDS

Bl L

The

=

£

Praivie Pews

GET YOU LOCAL NEWS FOR JUST
$50 PER YEAR

GALL (03] £86-2185 TO SUBSCRIBE TODRY!

‘windt fupr PR Press Desigey Shode of

ww. peoradigitalorinting. .com

™ »”

Y 2 P&P PRESS

6513 N. Galena Road
Peoria IL 61614
- 309-691-8511
WWW. PPPress.com

S Pt 1 i de (i

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion
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Stotler winner of FFA

proficiency competition

BRADFORD - Chelsey Stotler
was selected as the District FFA Pro-
ficiency Winner in Agriscience Re-
search Integrated Food Systems.
Chelsey Stotler is a
member of the Stark
County FFA Chapter
of the Illinois Associ-
ation FFA.

Stotler was selected

Appell Equipment

damaged in shop fire
GALVA - Four fire departments
were called to Appell Equipment on
U.S. Route 34 on the east edge of
Galva Friday at 7:59 am. to fight
flames showing in the shop area.
Galva, Bishop Hill, Toulon and
Clover fire departments answered the
call and found a semi-truck on fire in
the shop area. Galva’s Fire Chief Na-
than Byers said that firefighters were

Galva drama club to

present Potter play
GALVA — The Galva High School
Drama Club will present “Puffs: or
Seven Increasingly Eventful Years at
a Certain School of Magic and
Magic” on Friday, March 17 and Sat-
urday, March 18, at Galva High
School. Tickets are at $8 at the door.
Familiarity with Harry Potter books
and movies is not required to enjoy.
Puffs cast includes Carolyn Raley,

as the District 1
Winner by a commit-
tee of agriculture in-
dustry representatives and teachers
knowledgeable in this work-based
area. She is the daughter of Jim and
Jodi Stotler from Bradford.

Receiving this honor now makes
Chelsey eligible to compete in the
State FFA Awards Selection process
in Decatur on March 25. Chelsey
was previously chosen as the chapter
and section awardee of this area.

THE HANDY MAN
OVER 18 YEARS AS A CONTRACTOR
* Doors
* Hard Wood Floors
* Windows * Decks
* Dry Walli
* Kitchen & Bath Remodel
* Roofing

I Do T AW
309-224-7766 » Yates City

some contents.

Byers said.

—~ See
IUhat’s

Possible!

117th W. Second St.
Kewanee, IL

=
\

]
-h‘—\_l-

on the scene until 10:40 a.m.
Chief Byers said there was damage
to the semi, part of the structure and

An employee of the Office of
Emergency Management was going
to work at their facility just south of
Kewanee and stopped. He checked
the area for fuel and found none,

Stark County Ambulance had two
ambulances on site during the fire.

Sarah Burris, Allison Nordstrom,
Lexi Stone, Sarah Kocan, Sarah
Kaiser, Alexis Spivey, Katie Cle-
mons, Loreyn Robinson, Addie
Moore, Maddie Bates, Emma
Farmer, Katie Jones, Makayla Craig,
Ryanne Hutchinson, Randal Eagles,
Angie McArthur and Kurtis Smyth.
Jillian Rodseth is director, Beth Hor-
ton is assistant director and Ava
Gunn is property manager;

The play is written by Mathew
— Carol Townsend — Cox. Music is by Brian Metolius.

2 "-—-—'{e}"-—-" <
St. Joseph Polish Dinner

Sold by Dinner only - $15.00
Included: Polish Sausage, Kraut,
Potato Pierogi, Polish Noodles,

Green Beans or Corn, Bread &
Dessert
Parish Hall- March 18, 2023 4-7 PM
Holy Trinity Parish Polish National
Catholic Church
716 M. Tremont 58 Kewanee, [L

Linvited Quantity!
Call Man af 574-229-6183 For Tickels

B R |

FREE DELIVERY

within 40 miles
from Kewanee, IL
& we can haul the old away!

i

Mon-Fri9-5and Sat9-4

Check Out our website
to take a virtual tour!

www.newviewfurniture.com

FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY

Ll

LOCALLY
PRODUCED
ART & DECOR

Stark Coun

Athletic Program
BASEBATL/SOFTBALL SIGN-UP

Saturday, March 15, 9-11 a.m. - State Bank of Toulan

Saturday, April 1, 9- 11 a.m.- Wyeming Paramount Theatre

FEES: T-Ball & Coadh Pitich = S10 These trms wll ey i v
By & Girls 300, Y12, VRN S = 550 ) e, 575 (7 s, 5900 7 iy
Wumbser of fearms determined by nombers signed op i each age groop.
QUESTIONST Pleass comtact Phil Do at 309-525-2000
of Trishas Berchiold st 309-361-0259 or Janelle Down 84 309-236-6115

.|
CB Excavating & Rock, LLC

Trenching, Excavating, Bulldozing,
Demolition, Rock Services & More,

Chriz Baumanmn
Teulon, IL
309-238-0665

MACON

2N CONSTRUCTION
Storoge Solutions thot Help Feed the World

Job Openings
« ‘Welder,/Fabricator
= iGOL Class A Flatbhed
Dirver

Competitive pay and benefits.
Apply ot our website or contact us,

jebsamacangc.com WMo ComgC. Com

Bradiord, IL

Tolk/text: 309-740-0351

MSENIRE S|

Jarily Deilistiy

Sophisticated care.
Normal people.

We'se Feady Fot, o]

232 E Knoxville ® Brimfield 61517

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion
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LEGAL ADS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

STATE BANK OF TOULON,
Plaintiff,
N CHANCERY
V.
Case No. 2023FC13

DEBRA SUE JOHNSON;
UNKNOWN OWNERS;
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE BY

PUBLICATION

The requisite Affidavit for
Publication having been filed,
notice is hereby given to you, all
Unknown Owners and Non-Record
Claimants, Defendants in the
above-captioned cause, that the
above-captioned mortgage
foreclosure action was filed on
March 9, 2023, and is now
pending.

1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the
Court in which this action was
brought, and the Case Number are
identified above.

2. The name of the titleholder of
record is: Debra Sue Johnson

3. Alegal description of the real
estate sufficient to identify it with
reasonable certainty is as follows:

Lot Twenty-Five (25) and the
South Half (S %2) of Lot Twenty-
Four (24) of Hi-View Acres
(Section 1) Subdivision of the City
of Galva, situated in the County of
Henry in the State of lllinois.

PIN: 24-28-252-015

4. A common address or
description of the location of the
real estate is as follows:

504 NW 10th Street, Galva IL
61434

5. An identification of the
Mortgage sought to be foreclosed
is as follows:

a. Names of Mortgagor: Debra
Sue Johnson

b. Name of Mortgagee: State
Bank of Toulon

c. Date of Mortgage: January 28,
2022

d. Date of Recording: February 8,
2022

e. County Where Recorded:
Henry County, lllinois

f. Recording Document
Identification: 20-2200842

NOW, THEREFORE, unless you,
all Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants, Defendants, file
your answer to the Complaint for
Foreclosure in this cause or
otherwise make your appearance
therein, in the Circuit Court of the
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Henry
County, Illinois, Henry County
Courthouse, 307 W. Center St.,
Cambridge, Illinois, on or before
April 18, 2023, default may be
entered against you and each of
you at any time after that day and a
Judgment for Foreclosure may be
entered in accordance with the
prayer of the Complaint for
Foreclosure.

/S/ Terilyn A. Motley
Circuit Clerk
Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
211 W 2nd St
Kewanee IL 61443
Phone: 309/852-5555
justin@barashlaw.com
Published 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/23
L N ]

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:
RICK A MUGRAGE, No. 2023PR15
Deceased
CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Rick A. Mugrage. Letters of Office
were issued on February 27, 2023,
to Charlene Mugrage as
Independent Administrator whose
attorneys are Barash & Everett,
LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of the
court, Henry County, Cambridge,
lllinois or with the representative,
or both on or before September
13, 2023. Any claim not filed by
that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney
within 10 days after it has been
filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with

Amber Waves

limited exemptions. To e-file, you
must first create an account with
an e-filing provider. Visit
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/serviceprovi
ders.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
Ip.asp. Or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.
Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney for Executor
P.0. Box 165
Galva, IL 61434
(309) 932-2001
everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/23
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PUBLIC NOTICE

The regular scheduled meetings
of Valley Township Board of
Trustees to conduct regular
business of the township, to
inspect and pay bills, and any such
matters that shall come before the
board for the fiscal year 2023-
2024, will be held on the second
Thursday of each month. Meetings
will be held at the Valley Township
Town Hall, Wyoming, lllinois
beginning at 7:00PM.

Dated March 12, 2023

Jodi Dienst,
Valley Township Clerk
Published 3/17/23
o000
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
ON ROAD DISTRICT BUDGET
AND TOWNSHIP BUDGET

Notice is hereby given that
Tentative Budget and Appropriation
Ordinance meetings for Road
Purposes of Valley Township, in
the County of Stark, State of
lllinois, and also for Town of Valley
in said county, for the fiscal year
beginning April 1, 2023, and
ending March 31, 2024, will both
be on file and conveniently
available to public inspection at
Valley Town Hall, 15003 Township
Road 300N, Wyoming, IL 61491,
after March 17, 2023, by
appointment only.

Notice is further given that public
hearings on said Budget and
Appropriation Ordinances will be
held at 6:15PM and 6:30PM

by Dave T. Phipps

respectively, Tuesday, April 11,
2023 at the Valley Township Town
Hall, Wyoming, lllinois and that
action on these ordinances will
take place immediately following.
The 7:00PM regularly scheduled
April 13th, 2023 monthly meeting
of Valley Township Board of
Trustees to discuss regular
business will be rescheduled to
take place April 11, 2023
immediately following the budget
hearings.
Dated: March 12, 2023
Jodi Dienst,
Valley Township Clerk
309-230-8953
Published 3/17/23
LN
PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Notice is hereby given to the
legal voters, residents of the Town
of Valley in the County of Stark and
State of lllinois, that the Annual
Town Meeting of said Town will
take place on Tuesday April 11,
2023, at the Valley Township Town
Hall, Wyoming, Illinois at the hour
of 6:00 o'clock PM for the
transaction of miscellaneous
business of Valley Township; and
after a Moderator having been
elected, will proceed to hear and
consider reports of officers, and
decide on such measures as may,
in pursuance of law come before
the meeting.
Dated: March 12, 2023
Jodi Dienst,
Valley Township Clerk
Published 3/17/23
LN
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING NOTICE
OSCEOLA TOWNSHIP
To the legal residents of the
Town of Osceola in the County of
Stark and State of lllinois, that the
Annual Township Meeting of said
Town will take place on Tuesday,
April 11, 2023 being the second
Tuesday of said month. The
township meeting for the
transaction of miscellaneous
business of said Township will be
held at the hour of 7:30 p.m. on
said day at the Osceola Township
Office building. When the
moderator having been elected,

will proceed to hear and consider
reports of officers and decide on
such measures as may, in
pursuance of law, come before the
meeting; and especially to consider
and decide the following:
Supervisors Annual Report, C.D.
Investments and possible fund
transfers.

Dated this day 8th of March 2023

Ralph Moodie,
Osceola Township Clerk
Published 3/17/23
LA N ]
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Notice is hereby given to the
legal residents of the Town of
Goshen in the County of Stark and
State of lllinois, that the Annual
Meeting of said Town will take
place on Tuesday, April 11, 2023
being the second Tuesday of said
month at the hour of 6 o’clock p.m.
at the Goshen Township Building
for the transaction of
miscellaneous business of said
Town and a moderator having been
elected, will proceed to hear and
consider reports of officers and
decide on such measures as may,
in pursuance of law, come before
the meeting. The regular monthly
meeting will be held immediately
following the Annual meeting.

Dated March 17, 2023

Pamela Wulf,
Goshen Township Clerk
Published 3/17/23
L X N ]

MILO TOWNSHIP
BUDGET HEARING AND
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the
legal Voters of the Town of Milo in
the County of Bureau and the
State of lllinois, that the Budget
Hearing of said Town & Road
District will take place on: Tuesday,
April 11, 2023, being the second
Tuesday of said month at the hour
of 7:00 PM.

Note: Copies of the proposed
Budgets are available for viewing
prior to the hearing at the home of
the Milo Township Clerk: Thomas
D. Ashby, 15863 245 North Ave,
Bradford, IL. Call before coming
309-202-4067.

FOLLOWED BY THE Annual

hEDEFHTElT :dﬂl'l.ll'._ﬂ

Y/

{

Frie Diow o5 MeLTwg. sremic] [ Mo MoRE SLEDDMG of "r
ICE SXATING. GEEL, NO MORE

SMCWEALL FIGHTS EITHER! |

Ok NOTHGR NATCRE, BANG |

(08 THAT WARM WEATHERS TiME

ok, 1 GET 1T, YouURE TAKNG |
A "RAM CHECK™, VERY FUNNT.

=1, bxmioaa

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

1 3

2 T

e i ey
=

by Jeff Pickering

5
[ o ;

6 3

Mace & omibsr 5 Fa emply ECast 5 s 8 wiy
el SaBEF FO BCFDaS. SBOH ST OO B
aach Wl B-how s oonnads @l of [he
gy ren o b e

Town Meeting at the hour of 7:30
PM at the Milo Township hall for
the transaction of the
miscellaneous business of the said
town; and after a Moderator having
been elected, will proceed to hear
and consider reports of officers,
and decide on such measures as
may, in pursuance of law, come
before the meeting; and especially
to consider and decide the
following:

» The disposition of excess
township property.

« Other items as may be brought
before the electors.

Dated 10 March 2023, Thomas

D. (Tom) Ashby,
Milo Township Clerk,
Bureau County, IL
Published 3/17/23
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PUBLIC NOTICE

TREE TRIMMING ACTIVITIES IN
Wyoming & Unincorporated Stark

County, IL AND NEARBY AREAS

TO THE PATRONS OF AMEREN
ILLINOIS:

Please be advised that Ameren
lllinois will trim trees and other
vegetation in and around the
town(s) of Wyoming &
Unincorporated Stark County,
[llinois. QOur qualified utility
arborists will trim trees and
vegetation that could interfere with
electric lines that run from pole to
pole and elsewhere. This work is
necessary in order to minimize the
likelihood of outages and safety
hazards. There is no charge to you
for this service.

If you have any questions about
this work, please call 1-800-755-
5000 or visit our website at
MySafeTrees.com. You may
address your concerns in the
manner specified on our website.
You may also call the Consumer
Services Division of the lllinois
Commerce Commission at 1-800-
524-0795. Maps have been
provided to the mayors and the
county board chairpersons of the
affected areas.

Sincerely,

Ameren lllinois Forestry
Department

Published 3/17/23
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Pritzker touting higher education funding

By NIKA SCHOONOVER
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD — On his
latest marketing tour to sell
his state budget plan, Gov.
JB Pritzker visited a com-
munity college in Normal
Tuesday to highlight his
proposed investments in
higher education.

“With an additional $100
million directed to the
(Monetary Award Pro-
gram) grant program, a
student can pair our state
support with a federal Pell
grant and pay for college
with no loans and debt re-
quired,” Pritzker said at the
news conference at Heart-
land Community College.

The increase would bring
total MAP funding to $701
million, a 75 percent in-
crease since the governor
took office. According to
his office, the proposed in-
vestment would allow
most community college
students and 40 percent of
public university students
at or below median income
levels to have their tuition
covered through the com-
bined grants.

badly that out-of-state tu-
ition looked better to Illi-
nois families,” Pritzker
said. “And that’s a funda-
mental failure of state gov-
ernment and it’s a trend
we’ve been reversing for
the last four years.”

The plan would also pro-
vide additional funding for
community college pro-
grams, including $8.3 mil-
lion for dual credit and
noncredit workforce grant
programs, $11 million for
development of technol-
ogy-focused workforce
training programs, and
$750,000 to expand Eng-
lish language services.

“Illinois has the third
largest community college
system in the entire na-
tion,” Pritzker said. “We’re
home to 48 community
colleges and all across the
state they open doors to
higher wages, new careers,
better jobs.”

Abortion access

Pritzker also announced
Tuesday that he joined 14
other governors in calling
for major pharmacies to

clarify how they will pro-
tect access to medication
for abortions.

The move comes after an
announcement by Walg-
reens that it would stop

threatened action against
the company.

A coalition of 14 Demo-
cratic governors sent a
letter to executives at
CVS, Walmart, Rite-Aid,

distributing the medication ~ Safeway, Health Mart,
in 21 states where Republi-  Kroger, Costco and Tar-
can attorneys general get.
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“When I first took office,
going to college in Illinois
seemed less affordable
than ever before. Prior ad-
ministrations had cut fund-
ing for higher education so
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NEED A NEW FURNAGE?

Call
Woltil's

852-2890

for & free estimate on
the installation of a brand
i GAS FURNALE ;|r_le

95% Efficiency
Furnace

3195 Instailed

Woltil’

1101 W. Prospect St. - Kewanee » (309) 852-2890

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

» TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000.
(309) 657-7155.

FOR RENT

* TOULON: For Rent Toulon Upstairs
1 BR Apartment in Toulon. Call (309)
678-1831.

* TOULON: Available May 1, 1 bed-
room apartment, fully furnished, util-
ities paid. No pets, non-smoking.
Possible work opportunity to offset
the rent. Must have references and
deposit. Indian Creek Vineyard (309)

525-5302.
NOTICE

o AA MEETINGS: Saturday mornings
at 8:30 a.m. at the St. Dominic Parish
Hall located at 208 S. Galena in Wyo-

Guardian @y vort

13 Seer
Central Air

52 395 Iru!:ru'lﬂn‘

ming.

SERVICES

o SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, farm
equipment, grain bins, and also doing
total farm clean up. Call Doug Lofgren
at Spoon River Salvage (309) 299-
8531.

o MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Classic
Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNAGE. 26%
Tax Credit. Prices start as low as

Card of Thanks

Give Us A Call!
We Have
Great Pricing!

WE HAVE 24 HOUR EMERCENCY SERVICE

Heating &
Air Conditioning

Super Crossword

Uhvmer/Funersl [hrecoor * Mioole Reed = Funeral Director

(305 385-44 14 = haskellluneral.com
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$9,525! Call today (309) 565-4300.

* REMODELING & REPAIR: Most
types of quality home remodeling and
repairs including doors, thermopane
vinyl replacement windows, interior
painting and electrical, by Denny
Miller. Over 25 years of experience.
We also do kitchens, baths, decks,
steps and more. Small jobs welcome!
Call me at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette.

Foglesong

Thanks, what a memorable day! Turning 90 years old is a
real blessing when you're blessed with the wonderful family
and friends that | have. To all of you who planned the party,
prepared the food, sent cards, made phone calls and shared
some time with me, a huge thank you! God bless all of you.

13 ||: ||1. |u| 1r |18
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Love, Carolyn Foglesong
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The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties
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_“_CHURCH DIRECTORY

Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey
United Methodist Church

Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483
(812) 698-9294
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday
(Pastor), 2nd & 4th Sunday (Lay Speaker);

West Jersey 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday (Lay Speaker), 2nd & 4th
Sunday (Pastor); Toulon Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages.
Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am
Check us out on Facebook @ Toulon United Methodist Church

Elmira United Presbyterian Church
Rev. Art Blegen
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483
(309) 896-3481
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

The Gatherm\g Church
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m.

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491
email: info@thegathering.life
web: https://www.thegathering.life/
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life

1st Congregational Church of Toulon
(309) 286-4901
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com
website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org

Galva Congregational Church
Pastor Marshall Jones
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, lllinois 61434
(309) 932-3733
Service Time 10 a.m.

First Baptist Church
“faith in truth"
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA
Main Service: Sun 10:30
New Preacher! Bryan Griem
(809) 932-2713 » GalvaBaptistChurch.com

W5yom|ng Nazarene Church
17 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491
309-695-4523 leave message
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages
Sunday Worship: 11:00
Wednesday Night TBD
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz

First Congregational United
Church of Christ

Pastor Ross Wyman
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491
(309) 695-4091
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Check us out on Facebook
First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, lllinois

Toulon First Baptist Church
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon
(309) 286-4611
Sunday School 9 a.m. « Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m.
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m.
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com
www.ToulonBaptist.com
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance

St. Timothy Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491
threesaints.org

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA)
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL
Casual, family friendly
Rev. Katie Gallagher
Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall)
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com
1-309-932-3346
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL

Galva First United Methodist Church

Rev. Rebecca Gearhart
214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434
(309) 932-2460
preachinghope@gmail.com
galvafirst@gmail.com
Sunday Worship: 9:00

Wyoming United Methodist Church

Pastor Rebecca Klemm
302 North Main Street PO Box 287 Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.
309-606-9027
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com
Service is held at 10:30 Sunday morning.

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.
In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given
the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch.
Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES

Eldon R. Aupperle

TOULON - Eldon R. “Bud” Aup-
perle, 90, of Toulon, died Saturday,
March 11, 2023, at his home. Bud
was born Sept. 9, 1932, in Fairbury,
I11., the son of Er-
nest and Aline
“Lena” (Gnehm)
Aupperle. Bud at-
tended Fairbury
Township High
School; graduat-
ing with the class
of 1950.

Bud attended
the University of
[llinois and obtained a master’s de-
gree in Ag Education. Bud married
Virginia E. Edgington on Aug. 11,
1968, in Ross County, Ohio; she sur-
vives.

Bud is also survived by one
brother, Elmer (Beata) Aupperle,
Champaign; sister-in-law, Joanne
(Willis-deceased) Aupperle, Fairbury,
[11.; brother-in-law, David (Barbara)
Edgington, Frankfort, Ohio; and nu-
merous nieces and nephews. He was
preceded in death by his parents;
brother, Elias (Greta) Aupperle,
sister, Ann (Hagel) Richard; two
brothers-in-law, Charles (Linda)
Edgington and Vernon (Shelba) Edg-
ington; and one niece, Barbara Aup-
perle.

Bud served in the U.S. Army,
where he was stationed in Germany.
Bud grew up as a farm kid near Fair-
bury and joined Future Farmers of
America (FFA) in 1946. In 1958, he
initiated the FFA Chapter at Warren
High School near Monmouth. FFA
enjoyed his lifelong support. He at-
tended 49 national conventions and
in 2021, was awarded the Forever
Blue Circle of Membership that rec-
ognized his continual financial sup-
port.

Bud developed and taught agricul-
ture class at Black Hawk East Col-
lege from 1967-88. He was the first
faculty member hired at the college.
He organized the Agri-Business
Club, for which he was executive
secretary until 2009. He retired from
Black Hawk East in 1988, and was
named Professor Emeritus.

Bud was an International Youth
Farm Exchange Delegate to Chile in
1954; he was a member of the IFYE
Alumni group that traveled to the So-
viet Union in 1988. He was a group
leader to 15 4-H Ambassadors to
Switzerland in 1989.

Bud was a member of the Rotary
Club; where he was Rotarian of the
Year in 1992-93 and was a contrib-
utor to the Paul Harris Fellows. Bud
and Virginia served their one of a
kind “Uncle Bud’s Cider Slush” to
many surrounding communities from
their little trailer for 25 years!

Visitation will be from 4-7 p.m.,
Friday, March 17, 2023, at Golnick-
Schueneman Funeral Home and from
9-10 a.m., Saturday, March 18, 2023.
Funeral services will be at 10 a.m.,
Saturday, March 18, 2023, at the fu-
neral home. Steve Sams will lead the
service. Burial will be in Graceland
Cemetery, Fairbury, Ill. Military
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RUX

FUNERAL HOMES

Kewanes | 308-553-4100
Galva | J08-932-2400
Williamsfield | 309-630-4221

warw. ruxfuneralhome.com
ruxfuneralifyahoo.com

Providing peace of mind for yvou and your family

Rites will be accorded by the Fair-
bury VFW. Memorials may be made
to Black Hawk East Foundation or II-
linois Association FFA.

Please leave an online condolence
for Bud’s family at www.golnick-
schuenemanth.com.

Janice E. Beall

KEWANEE — Janice E. Beall, 83,
of Kewanee, passed away, Sunday,
March 12, 2023, at Toulon Rehabili-
tation and Health Care Center.

She was born on March 23, 1939,
in Kewanee, the daughter of William
and Christine (Dolieslager) Derick.
She married Raymond Beall of Wyo-
ming, I11., and they later divorced.
Surviving are her two daughters, Pa-
tricia Beall-Dan-
iels of Sheftield
and Colleen (Sam)
Beall-DeValke-
naere of Bradford;
four grandchil-
dren, Jason (Teri-
lyn) Motley of
Cambridge, Mon- L
ica (Russ) Ensley  Beall
of Kewanee,

Brooke Daniels (and her fiancé Kyle
Schneider) of Kewanee, and Sharon
(Autry) Cauthon; five great-grand-
children, Emma and Brady Motley,
Carter Ensley, Axel Schneider and
Alyssa Cauthon; a brother, Dennis
(Nancy) Derick; a brother-in-law,
Jerry Gray; several nieces and
nephews; and Janice had a special
bond with niece, Jaime Gray Palmer
and nephew, Jeremy Gray.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, two brothers, Tom and Jim,
her sister, Rosalie and her special
friends, Vern Griswold and Bonnie
Baker.

Janice was raised on a farm in
Bradford and graduated from Brad-
ford High School. She later raised
her two daughters in Bradford. Janice
was a hard worker her whole life.
She drove a school bus for Bradford
School District and had also owned
and operated a restaurant in Bradford
and cooked at various locations
throughout her life including K-Mart
and Dairy Queen.

Janice had a passion for baking and
was known for her famous “sweet
rolls” and “Buckeyes.” She loved to
bake for her family and friends espe-
cially her many cookies at Christmas
time. She liked to write poems and
enjoyed country music. She was a
huge Green Bay Packers fan, espe-
cially Brett Favre. She always let ev-
eryone know how proud she was of
her grandchildren and great grand-
children. She was full of sass and
loved to joke around. She will be
greatly missed by her family and
friends. Her memory will be treas-
ured.

Thank you to Toulon Health Care
Center and Hospice Compassus for
their care, compassion and services.

A Celebration of Life will be
planned at a later date. Memorials
may be directed to St. John Catholic
Church in Bradford. Rux Funeral
Home in Kewanee is in charge of ar-
rangements.

This obituary may be viewed and
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com.

Scott A. Eisenbarth

DAHINDA — On Wednesday,
March 8, 2023, Scott Alton Eisen-
barth, 59, passed away peacefully at
home surrounded by his family
after an eight-year battle with
cancer. Scott was born on Oct. 6,
1963, in Kewanee to Ronald and
Javon (Alton) Eisenbarth. He mar-
ried Cindy Henehan on Feb. §,
1992, in Bradford; she survives.

Also surviving
are his two
daughters, Mac-
kenzie (Jordan)
Kingdon of
Hanna City and
Madison (Josh)
Garber of Dun-
lap; one son,
Nick Eisenbarth
of Dahinda; his parents, Ronald and
Javon (Alton) Eisenbarth of Chill-
icothe; seven grandchildren, A.J.,
Milly, Sam, Ben, Emmy, Peyton
and Charlotte, as well as another
grandson due in June; two brothers,
Mark (Kim) Eisenbarth of Greens-
boro, N.C., and Kyle (Jill) Eisen-
barth of Chillicothe; two
brothers-in-law, Jim (Lori) Henehan
of Normal and Fr. Patrick Henehan
of Peoria; one sister-in-law, Susan
(Jason) King of Wyoming; parents-
in-law, Jim (Sharon) Henehan of
Wyoming; and many nieces and
nephews.

Scott graduated from Wyoming
High School in 1982. He then went
on to graduate from Loras College
after a successful basketball career
as a DuHawk. He was affection-
ately known as “Scooter” and “Ice”
by his teammates, some of whom
he remained close to throughout his
life. Most recently, he was inducted
into the Loras College Hall of Fame
with his 1982-1983 men’s basket-
ball team.

After college, Scott began work-
ing at the family business, Wyo-
ming Motors, where he was the
general manager for 29 years. He
had a passion for golf, Ford trucks
and the Green Bay Packers, and
was known for having the best
“Dad Jokes.” Most of all, he loved
and cherished the time spent in the
company of his children and grand-
children. He will be dearly missed.

His funeral mass was at 10:30
a.m. Monday, March 13, 2023, at
St. Dominic Catholic Church in
Wyoming. Fr. Patrick Henehan offi-
ciated. Visitation was Sunday,
March 12, 2023, also at St. Dominic
Catholic Church. Burial was in St.
Dominic Catholic Cemetery. Has-
kell Funeral and Cremation Serv-
ices in Wyoming is in charge of
arrangements.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Illinois CancerCare
Foundation or Siteman Cancer
Center at MSC 1-247-414-2100,
7425 Forsyth Blvd., St. Louis, MO
63105, or online at
siteman.wustl.edu/tribute.
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Condolences may be left for
Scott’s family on his tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com..

Mary H. Gray
WYOMING — Mary Helen Gray,
92, of Wyoming passed away at 1:07
a.m. on Thursday, March 9, 2023, at
UnityPoint Health Proctor in Peoria.
Born Jan. 20, 1931, in Peoria to Jesse
and Christina Brown. She married

Robert Gray on Feb. 28, 1949, in
Peoria. He preceded her in death on
March 16, 2005.

Surviving are her two sons, James
Gray of Wyoming and Joe (Mary)
Gray of Toulon; three grandchildren,
Matthew Johnston of Wyoming,
Robin Ford (Devin) of Toulon, and
Marissa Gray of
Portland, Ore.;
and two great-
grandchildren,
Emerson and Lin-
coln Ford. Mary
Helen was also
preceded in death
by her parents.

Mary Helen was Gray
a member of St.

Patrick’s Church in Camp Grove
until it closed, then attended St.
Dominic Catholic Church in Wyo-
ming. She was bookkeeper for Valley
Grade School for six years in the
early 1960s, also working at the
Speer Post Office. She and Robert
farmed in the Stark County area their
whole life. Mary Helen loved to vol-
unteer at the Stark County Food Pan-
try. They also enjoyed running Red
School House Antiques in Castleton
and Peoria for several years.

Her visitation was March 14, 2023,
at St. Dominic Catholic Church in
Wyoming. A rosary service was at 9
a.m. Funeral mass was at 10:30 a.m.,
also at the church. Fr. John Cyr pre-
sided. Burial was in St. Patrick’s
Cemetery in Camp Grove. Haskell
Funeral and Cremation Services in
Wyoming is assisting the family with
arrangements.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Stark County Food Pantry or
St. Patrick’s Cemetery fund.

Online condolences and expres-
sions of sympathy may be left on
Mary Helen’s tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

Philip A. Grieve
TOULON - Philip A. Grieve, 75,
passed away March 7, 2023. Crema-
tion has been accorded and private
family inurnment services will be

held at a later date.

Leland Hultgren
TUCSON, Ariz. — Our father, Le-
land (“Pete”) Hultgren, passed away

peacefully in his home in Tucson,
Ariz., on Jan. 3, 2023, surrounded by
his family. He was born to our be-
loved grandparents, Raymond Hult-
gren and Olivia Hultgren (Johnson),
on Nov. 4, 1940,
and grew up in
Galva, I11. He was
blessed with a
large and loving
circle of extended
family and
friends. Two of
his favorite places
were the basket-
ball court and ball field.

Dad graduated from Galva High
School and was awarded the Richard
E. Freece Memorial Scholarship for
participation in school activities and
achievement in scholastic honors.
That scholarship contributed to his
earning his B.A degree from Bradley
University, Peoria, in 1962.

After graduating from Bradley, Dad

Hultgren

joined the U.S. Air Force and served
our country with distinction. He
earned his silver wings in the 3615
Pilot Training Wing at Craig Air
Force Base in Selma, Ala., and began
his career as a fighter pilot. Dad’s 25-
year military service was exemplary,
noted for his leadership, bravery, and
mastery of two fine and very differ-
ent fighter aircraft, the F4 Phantom
and A-10 Warthog. He flew over 170
wartime combat missions in hostile
airspace. As an instructor pilot, he
taught and checked out active duty
pilots of all ranks in both the F4 and
A-10.

Following his retirement from ac-
tive duty, Dad continued as an A-10
instructor, training active duty pilots
in the classroom and in
simulators. Several of those pilots
worked with one of Dad’s daughters
during their rotations at various com-
mands and the Pentagon, and they
noted his commitment to developing
the best pilots. There was “no skating
by” in Dad’s courses. Dad holds
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air
Force Commendation Medal and
several awards of the Air Medal.

After fully retiring, he helped teach
less-advantaged children to read and,
until his death, was a volunteer at
Therapeutic Riding of Tucson
(TROT). He greatly enjoyed his work
at TROT, whose mission is to enrich
the lives of people with special needs,
including veterans, using horses.

Dad loved dogs, sports, fly fishing,
poetry, history, a good read, John
Wayne movies, his daughter’s home-
made frosted Christmas cookies,
most anything with maple or brown
sugar and cinnamon and breakfast.

He was proud of his Swedish her-
itage and a lifelong White Sox fan.
His taste in music was eclectic (Puc-
cini, Tchaikovsky, Artie Shaw, Dolly
Parton), but his taste in food was not.
He taught his children to fish and
shoot, and a love for nature. Cher-
ished memories include long road
trips, fishing with Dad and his par-
ents at Bone Lake, Wis., and, after
Dad learned to sail, sailing with him
in Monterey Bay, Calif.

He tolerated his daughters’ cats and
never ceased correcting his children’s
grammar. When we were young, he
entertained us with his self-made ge-
ography trivia games during Sunday
breakfasts after church. His children
and grandchildren had no bigger fan,
as Dad cheered them on in softball,
soccer, volleyball, and crew. We all
delighted in the pictures he shared of
the owls, bobcats, quail, javelina and
other wildlife that were frequent vis-
itors around his home.

He assumed the role of single dad
when his oldest child was 12 and his
youngest was five. With the help of
his amazing parents, Dad raised his
children well. He was a kind,
thoughtful man and a true gentlemen.
For all in his large circle of family
and friends near and far, time spent
with Dad was eagerly anticipated and
always enjoyable. Conversations
with Dad will be especially missed.
Whether in person or over the phone,
he was great fun to talk with about
current events, politics, sports, family
and whatever other topics arose. He
leaves an indelible, lasting impres-
sion on family and friends who loved
him dearly. His ability to love, sup-
port and be present will forever be
lessons to all he knew. Through the
toughest of times, he invariably of-
fered the right words of wisdom and
comfort. Dad’s understated warmth
and humble ways have left a void

that only he can fill.

He leaves behind his four children,
Kathleen (Vincent), Karrie, Mark
(Peggi), and Jennifer; his grand-
daughter, Lauren; his five step-chil-
dren, John (Kalee), Kristine,
Kimberly, Robert (Michelle) and
Gregory; and his step-grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, who affec-
tionately called him Grandpa Pete,
Mackenzie and Brynn, Mikayla and
Rachel, Mark Jr. (Cynthia), Jeffery,
Gregory Andrew, and Mark I1I and
Cameron.

He also leaves behind his partner
of 20 years, Karen.

Adios, Dad! We love you!

To share a memory of Dad or send
a condolence to his family, please
visit www.dignitymemorial.com/obit-
uaries/tucson-az/leland-hultgren-
11094579.

Details on his funeral service later
this summer will be provided in the
coming months. Charitable donations
in honor of Dad can be made to
Therapeutic Riding of Tucson
(https://trotarizona.org/).

Ardith A. Wittmeyer

WYOMING — Ardith A.
Wittmeyer, 87, of Wyoming, passed
away at 10 p.m. Monday, March 13,
2023, at OSF St. Francis Medical
Center in Peoria. Ardith was born on
July 11, 1935, in Elderville, to Curtis
and Luella (Fleming) Ayers. She
married Bill Wittmeyer on Aug. 9,
1958, in Hamilton; he survives.

Also surviving
are one daughter,
Hollie (Mike)
Matthys of El-
dridge, lowa; one
son, Jeffrey (Kari)
Wittmeyer of
Dyersville, lowa;
three grandchil-
dren, Sean
(Mandy) Matthys, Janis (Cody)
Walkup and Shelley (Carter) Ros-
kam; three great-grandchildren, Pay-
ton, Graham and Kate; and one
brother, Curtis Joe Ayers of Mont-
rose, lowa. She was preceded in
death by her parents. Ardith was a
wonderful, loving wife of 64 years,
mother, grandmother and friend.

Ardith graduated from Western Illi-
nois University with a bachelor’s de-
gree and began her career at
Bradford High School teaching home
economics. She was retired from
Stark County Elementary School.

She assisted in establishing the
former Wyoming Ambulance Service
and served as member on its board
for many years. Ardith volunteered in
numerous ways at St. Dominic Cath-
olic Church including serving on the
Altar and Rosary Society. She loved
baking and cooking, and authored
her own cookbook. She also enjoyed
quilting, golfing with the Lake Cal-
houn Ladies League, trips to Bran-
son, attending Danny O’Donnell
concerts and was an avid Chicago
Cubs fan.

Her funeral mass is 11 a.m. Mon-
day, March 20, 2023, at St. Dominic
Catholic Church in Wyoming. Fr.
John Cyr will officiate. A time of fel-
lowship to celebrate Ardith’s life is
from 12:30-2:30 p.m. Monday at St.
Dominic Fellowship Hall in Wyo-
ming. A private burial will be in St.
Dominic Catholic Cemetery in Wyo-
ming. Haskell Funeral and Crema-
tion Services in Wyoming is assisting
the family with arrangements.

Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Dominic Catholic
Church or the Stark County Ambu-
lance Service. Condolences may be
left at www.haskellfuneral.com.

Wittmeyer
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Stark. Co. baseball has experience

By PHIL JOHNSON
For The Prairie News

Stark County has plenty of varsity ex-
perience returning for the upcoming
baseball season.

The senior class has several key re-
turnees. Ryne Hillan has played at third
base, catcher and pitcher, Charlie Rouse
returns at first base as does shortstop
Daniel Kieser. Utility infielder, out-
fielder and Jack Colgan is ready to con-
tribute and strength up the middle will
continue with the return of senior center-
fielder Cameron Watson. More contrib-
ution will come from seniors Devon
Decker, Mark Wagner and Finley Rus-
SOW.

Juniors Tim Giesenhagen and Braden
Lindley were varsity starters as sopho-
mores last spring.

More juniors look to be important on
the field in Charley Holstrom, Owen
Gilber, Connor Wagenbach. Sophomore
Dillon Steelman played varsity last year
at third, second, catcher and outfield.

Head Coach Scott Paxson, assistants
Tim Giesenhagen and Jim Langdon are
looking forward, after pre-season prac-
tices, to get the games going.

“Our pitchers will need to be aggres-
sive in the strike zone,” Paxson said.
“We will need to make the routine plays
defensively, and will need to put the ball
in play consistently when at bat for a
very good season.”

e Galva — Galva’s school, community
and High School Coach Van White are in
the process of trying to increase partici-
pation for high school baseball in what

looks to be a transitional 2023 season.

Thirteen players are currently on the
baseball roster, so Galva will play var-
sity games versus the five teams they are
aligned with in the Eastern Division of
the Lincoln Trail Conference for 2023.
Remaining games on the schedule will
be junior varsity games against Western
Division Lincoln Trail teams and non-
conference foes.

“We are trying to build up our compet-
itiveness with our current high school
players this season, along eventually
with a good group of junior high players
working towards the future,” White said.

Experienced senior Jaxson Meier will
be the No. 1 pitcher. When he isn’t on
the mound, he will play shortstop, bring-
ing in a .338 batting average from 2022.

Junior John Bersell will the next
pitcher in the rotation, also playing at
third base. He will be bouncing back
from a lost sophomore year when he had
a broken leg.

Junior outfielder Summit Ouart will re-
turn with much varsity experience. Jun-
ior Jared O’Brian looks to be
contributing. Freshman J.P. Sloan will
work from the mound and play in the in-
field.

“We will be young. Pitching will take
time and work. We are working on de-
veloping a good baseball future in
Galva,” White said.

e Softhall — Previews of softball teams
will be included in the March 24 edition
of The Prairie News.
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