
By JERRY NOWICKI 
and NIKA SCHOONOVER 

Capitol News Illinois 
   SPRINGFIELD – Lawmakers 
went on a two-week spring break 
last week with more than 700 
bills already passed in at least 
one chamber of the General As-
sembly.  
   They return to Springfield on 
April 18 for a final one-month 
stretch in which the measures 
can be amended, defeated or sent 
to the governor.  
   Among the bills to successfully 
move to the other chamber are a 
measure to lift the state’s 1987 
moratorium on nuclear power 
plant construction, a bill that 

would create statewide building 
codes and another requiring retail 
establishments to accept cash 
payments within certain hours.  

Statewide building codes 
   Beginning in 2025, Illinois 
could have statewide building 
codes for new or substantially 
renovated commercial and res-
idential construction under a bill 
that passed the Senate before 
break.  
   Sponsored by Dave Koehler, 
D-Peoria, Senate Bill 2368 al-
lows the state’s Capital Develop-
ment Board to prohibit 
occupation of such a facility until 
it is inspected. The building 
would have to be compliant with 

several state or federal building 
codes for electricity, energy effi-
ciency, accessibility, and plumb-
ing, as well as the Fire 
Investigation Act.  
   “Basically, what this does is es-
tablishes a statewide building 
code as a minimum standard,” 
Koehler said during floor debate. 
“Now most communities are 
going to have well above the 
minimum standard. But the rea-
son that this is important is be-
cause Illinois is one of only six 
states in the union that does not 
have a statewide building code.”  
   Koehler said when Illinois has 
a natural disaster and applies for 
funding from the Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency, the 
state has to check a box noting it 
doesn’t currently have such a 
code.  
   “And so it costs us money,” he 
said.  
   The bill would require munici-
palities with existing building 
codes to adopt at least the newly 
created statewide minimum stan-
dard and submit their plans to the 
state. A homeowner renovating a 
residential property in a jurisdic-
tion without a building code 
would have to adopt the code of 
any jurisdiction within 100 miles 
of the construction in the contract 
with their builder.  
   Otherwise, it would have to 

comply with the new statewide 
standards, which apply to new 
construction and any renovations 
that increase the property’s value 
by 50 percent or more.   
   Republicans questioned 
whether a statewide code would 
be enforceable in smaller towns.  
   “It’s up to a municipality as to 
how they want to enforce it,” 
Koehler said. “The Capital De-
velopment Board is responsible 
for having organizations say that 
they’re, you know, what codes 
they have and all that. In terms of 
who enforces that? I don’t 
know.”  
   Sen. Chapin Rose, R-Maho-

By RON DIETER 
For The Prairie News 

   I confess that I’ve never 
tested the soils of gardens I 
have planted in my life-
time, even though the ex-
perts say the first step to 
successful gardening is to 
test the soil. I’ve always 
been blessed with rich 
black soil and never felt 
the need for testing.  
   The list of garden charac-
teristics you can test for is 
a long one. Besides the 
usual tests for mineral nu-
trients such as potassium 
(K) and phosphorus (P), 
there are tests for texture, 
organic matter, drainage, 
tilth, trace elements, heavy 
metals and microbial activ-
ity. 
   Some tests you can do 
yourself with supplies 
found in your kitchen or 

underwear drawer. Others 
are best done by a profes-
sional laboratory. Univer-
sity experts recommend 
sending soil samples to a 
lab rather than using do-it-
yourself test kits for garden 
nutrients. Home test kits 
often require some basic 
knowledge in lab tech-
niques to avoid sample 
contamination. 
   I’ve gone online to find 
and compare soil-test labo-
ratories. It’s a bewildering 
endeavor. Prices range 
from $6 to more than $90 
per sample.  
   Most independent pro-
fessional labs are geared 
more to serve farmers 
rather than gardeners. Uni-
versity-operated labs are 
more likely to extend the 
service to homeowners. A 

By TAMMIE SLOUP 
FarmWeek 

   Loretta Hall said one word came 
to mind as she and husband, John, 
watched a semi loaded with 21 
bales of hay approach their cattle 
ranch in northwest Texas.    
   “Hallelujah!” 
   The donated load traveled 900 
miles from Fulton County, and just 
in the nick of time. 
   Located in the Texas Panhandle, 
the Halls’ 150-cow ranch hadn’t 
seen an inch of rain in 10 months. 
John said he tried to conserve as 
much hay as possible as demand is 
high in his drought-stricken area, as 
are prices. 
   “I just thought that we would try 
to ration what we had to the bitter 

end as long as we could,” he said. 
“And we were at the bitter end.” 
   Prepared but saddened at the 
thought of selling off some of their 
Braunvieh herd to make ends meet, 
the Halls said God intervened with 

an anonymous donor. 
   Several weeks ago, a Fulton 
County Farm Bureau member with 
a surplus of hay approached Shel-
ley Sweatman, Fulton County Farm 
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routine soil test will meas-
ure phosphorus, potassium, 
calcium and magnesium, 
as well as pH. 
   The Soil Testing Labo-
ratory of the University of 
Kentucky will provide a 
routine soil test with rec-
ommendations for $6 per 

sample. The lab will also 
test for organic-matter 
content, which I recom-
mend, for an additional $5. 
   There are other tests you 
can perform for yourself. 
Washington State Univer-
sity suggests a few. You 
can test a soil’s texture 
simply by rubbing soil be-
tween your fingers. A 
gritty feeling tells you the 
soil is sandy and you 
should select plants that 
prefer sandy and drier con-
ditions.  
   A sticky feeling indicates 
soil is clay and needs to be 
amended with compost. 
Silty soil will feel smooth. 
   Gather a handful of 
damp soil and give it a 
good squeeze. Open your 
hand and the soil should 
stay together in a clump. If 
it falls apart or breaks up 
when poked with your 
finger, the soil is coarse 
textured. Clay soils, on the 
other hand, resist breaking 
apart. Adding organic 
matter to these will im-
prove soil texture and 
structure. 

   If you suspect your gar-
den has a drainage prob-
lem, you can measure the 
drainage rate by digging a 
hole a foot deep and filling 
it with water. When it 
empties, immediately fill it 
again. Ideally the water 
level should drop two 
inches in an hour, a sign of 
good drainage. Less than 
an inch in an hour indi-
cates poor drainage. 
   You can do a rough test 
of soil pH in your kitchen 
using vinegar, baking soda 
and distilled water. Into 
each of two containers 
place a teaspoon of garden 
soil. In the first container 
pour a half-cup of vinegar. 
If the mixture fizzes, the 
soil is alkaline with a pH 
somewhere between seven 
and eight. Adding sulfur 
will reduce pH but can 
take months to have an ef-
fect.  
   If there is no fizzing ac-
tion, test for acidity by 
adding enough distilled 
water to the soil in the sec-
ond container to make a 
thick muddy slurry. Then 

add a half-cup of baking 
soda. If this mixture fizzes, 
your soil is acidic with a 
pH between five and six.  
   Applying limestone to 
the garden will adjust the 
pH upwards. Naturally, if 
there is dead silence in 
both containers, the soil is 
neutral with a pH about 
seven. 
   Washington State’s un-
derwear test for biological 
activity is most interesting. 
Bury a new pair of 100 
percent cotton briefs under 
six inches of garden soil. 
Mark the location with 
flags or stakes and wait 
two months. Then dig up 
the briefs. If all that’s left is 
the waistband, congratula-
tions. You’ve got good bio-
logical activity in your soil. 
   The university folks 
make no mention as to 
why the shorts have to be 
new or why they have to 
be briefs. I’m no expert but 
I suspect good ol’ used cot-
ton boxers would work just 
as well.

met, used a small town in his district 
as an example to speak against the 
bill. 
   “In Metcalf, Illinois, they don’t 
have anybody to mow the lawn, 
okay, let alone inspect a house,” Rose 
said.  “But more importantly, you’re 
telling an awful lot of people who 
couldn’t afford to repair and maintain 
their home in the first place that we 
just doubled or tripled the bill.” 
   The measure passed 34-18 with 
one present vote and it awaits action 
in the House. 

Cash requirements 
   Lawmakers advanced a bill that 
would mandate retail establishments 
to accept cash for purchases under 
$750. Senate Bill 1979 passed 40-16 
in the Senate with mainly Demo-
cratic support.  
   Sen. Omar Aquino, D-Chicago, is 
the bill’s lead sponsor. He said SB 
1979 is aimed at protecting “under-
banked and unbanked” people who 
only carry cash.  
   “This bill is making sure that those 
folks ... have an ability to still pur-
chase needed things,” Aquino said.  
   The bill also says retail establish-
ments can’t charge a higher price to 
customers paying with cash. SB 1979 

also exempts restaurants, gas stations 
and grocery stores from the require-
ment between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m. to 
protect against robbery.  
   “It goes directly into trying to keep 
people safe,” Aquino said of the time 
exemption. “Businesses are accept-
ing cash, we’re just trying to get 
ahead of the trend that looks like 
more locations are going for a non-
cash payment.” 
   Debate on the measure centered 
around the question of accessibility 
versus safety, with Republican oppo-
nents arguing that mandating busi-
nesses to accept cash was putting 
them at risk.  
   “What I’m concerned about is the 
small businessman who operates in 
an area that he’s worried about theft, 
or he’s worried about robbery, and he 
chooses how he runs his business to 
operate in a certain area,” said Sen. 
Jil Tracy, R-Quincy.   
   The bill also notes that retailers are 
not required to accept any denomi-
nation of currency larger than a $20 
bill. 
   A violation could result in a $50 
fine for the retail establishment, $100 
for a second offense in a 12-month 
period or $500 for a third offense 
during that period.  

Nuclear construction ban 
   Gov. JB Pritzker noted last week 
that he’s generally supportive of the 
concept of lifting the nuclear con-
struction ban, although he didn’t 
commit to signing the proposal con-
tained in Senate Bill 76, which 
passed on a 39-13 bipartisan roll call.  
   Pritzker said he is supportive of al-
lowing for the construction of small 
modular nuclear reactors, which are 
small-scale generators that could be 
used to power individual factories or 
for other uses.  
   He said he didn’t think doing so 
would be contradictory to the Cli-
mate and Equitable Jobs Act that he 
signed in 2021. Some environmental-
ists have opposed lifting the nuclear 
ban due to the dangers associated 
with nuclear waste.  
   SB 76, as written, would allow any 
type of nuclear construction, includ-
ing large-scale projects.  
   Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan news service covering state 
government. It is distributed to more than 
400 newspapers statewide, as well as hun-
dreds of radio and TV stations. It is 
funded primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.
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Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   4-4 - Gregory G. Whittaker, 81, 
Toulon, was arrested for driving on a 
suspended license, driving a vehicle 
without a front plate, driving with no 
insurance, and improper use of a reg-
istration. Whittaker was transported 
to the Stark County Jail and later re-
leased on a notice to appear in court.  
   4-5 - Gregory G. Whittaker, 81, 
Toulon, was arrested for driving 
while his license was suspended, fail-
ing to signal, driving without a valid 
registration, and driving with no in-
surance. He posted $250 cash bond 
and was released with a court date to 
appear.  
   4-5 - Todd R. Langlois, 43, Kewa-
nee, was arrested for driving while 
his license was suspended. He posted 
$250 cash bond and was released on 
April 7.  
   4-6 - Dennis L. Logue, 52, Peoria, 
was arrested for driving without a 
valid driver’s license and improper 
lane usage. Unable to post $250 cash 
bond he remains in custody at the 
Stark County Jail.  
   4-6 - Tyler A. Singleton, 37, Wyo-
ming, was cited for driving with no 
insurance and for driving on a sus-
pended registration. He was released 
with a notice to appear in court.  
   4-6 - Hunter M. Murray, 18, Tou-
lon, ticketed for operating an unin-
sured vehicle.  
   4-6 - Percy L. Payton, 48, Peoria, 
was cited for illegal transportation of 
alcohol. He was issued a court date 
to appear.  
   4-7 - Scott B. Green, 33, Gales-
burg, was arrested for improper lane 
usage, driving on suspended registra-
tion, and for driving while his license 
was suspended. He posted $250 cash 
bond and was released with a court 
date to appear.  
   4-7 - Virgil G. VanWynsberg, 43, 
Kewanee, was arrested for driving 
with no insurance, driving while his 
license was revoked, and for speed-
ing 68 mph in a 55 mph zone. He 
posted $250 cash bond and was re-
leased with a court dater. Also cited 
in the same traffic stop was Rachel L. 
Knott, 33, and Angela M. Thompson, 
42, both of Kewanee charged with il-
legal transportation of alcohol.  
   4-8 - A domestic problem was in-
vestigated in the 500 block of Madi-
son St. in LaFayette. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   4-3 - to the 100 block of SE 3rd St. 
for a complaint involving a subject 
burning cabinets and other prohibited 
items on a non-burn day. As the re-
sult, Rebecca Muckey, 33, Galva, 
was issued an administrative warning 
ticket. 
   4-3 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St., Carl 
Girkin, 59, LaFayette, was arrested 
for driving with license revoked and 
operating a vehicle with expired reg-
istration. He was released with a 
court date. 
   4-3 - to the 400 block of N. Center 
Ave. for an open door/trespassing 
complaint. Officer checked the res-
idence and didn’t locate anyone in-
side and nothing was missing. The 
door was secured. 
   4-3 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 500 block of SE 2 nd St., Larry 
Anderson, 71, Bradford, was arrested 
for possession of a firearm and am-
munition without a valid FOID card, 
operating a vehicle with suspended 

registration, operating an uninsured 
vehicle, and illegal transportation of 
alcohol by a driver. A passenger, Sa-
linda Moats, 52, Bradford, was cited 
for illegal transportation of alcohol 
by a passenger. They were both re-
leased with court dates. 
   4-3 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 700 block of N. Center Ave., 
Stephanie Mullins, 34, Kewanee, 
was arrested for driving while license 
suspended and operating a vehicle 
without a required BAIID device. 
She was released with a court date. 
   4-4 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St. 
for a verbal disturbance. The subjects 
were advised to keep it down. 
   4-4 - to the 300 block of Main St. 
for a 9-1-1 hang up call. It was deter-
mined to be a pocket dial. 
   4-4 - to meet with a subject at the 
Galva Police Department to gather 
information about a relative that was 
having a mental health crisis. 
   4-4 - to the 100 block of SE 3rd St. 
for a landlord-tenant dispute. 
   4-4 - to assist the Annawan Police 
Department locate a subject who lost 
a backpack in their jurisdiction. 
   4-4 - to the intersection of SW 3rd 
St. and SW 3 rd Ave. for a report of a 
male subject screaming. The subject 
went into a house and shut lights off. 
   4-5 - to the 500 block of Burlington 
Road for a 9-1-1 open line call. It 
was determined to be a pocket dial. 
   4-5 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St. 
for multiple 9-1-1 calls that plotted 
there. Officer located a subject who 
was having phone problems. 
   4-5 - to 115 SE 3rd St. for civil 
property disputes / and a civil stand 
by to retrieve property. 
   4-5 - to the 400 block of SE 7th 
Ave. for a 9-1-1 hang up call. It was 
determined to be an accidental mis-
dial. 
   4-5 - to assist Henry Co with a traf-
fic stop on Rte. 34 east of town. 
   4-6 - to assist Kewanee PD with at-
tempting to locate a vehicle and 
driver from a private property acci-
dent that occurred there. The subject 
was located and agreed to contact 
Kewanee PD for further instruction. 
   4-6 -  to the 400 block of W. Divi-
sion St. for a 9-1-1 hang up call. It 
was determined to be a pocket dial. 
   4-6 - to the 100 block of Market St. 
for a city ordinance violation. 
   4-6 - to speak to a resident by tele-
phone about a possible violation of 
an order of protection against a 
family member. 
   4-6 - to the 200 block of Exchange 
St. for a 9-1-1 hang up call. It was 
confirmed to be a misdial. 
   4-6 - to the 600 block of N. Center 
Ave. for a low speed vehicle inspec-
tion. 
   4-6 - to the 500 block of SW 3rd 
Street for a 9-1-1 hang up call. It was 
a misdial. 
   4-7 - to assist Stark County with a 
vehicle search using the K9 dog on 
Illinois Route 78 near the Route. 34 
junction east of town. 
   4-7 - Officer was notified about a 
large controlled burn taking place in 
the 300 block of NE 9th St. 

   4-7 -  to the 200 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a 9-1-1 open line call. It was 
a pocket dial. 
   4-7 - to the 200 block of NW 7th 
Ave. for a domestic disturbance. 
   4-7 - to the railroad tracks on SW 
4th Ave. for a report involving chil-
dren playing near the tracks. They 
were spoken to and advised of the 
dangers. 
   4-7 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 500 block of S. Center Ave., 
Randall Barlow, 74, Galva, was cited  
for operating a vehicle with sus-
pended registration. He was released 
with a required court date. 
   4-7 - to the 600 block of SW 4th St. 
for a loose-dog complaint. 
   4-7 - to the 400 block of N. Center 
Ave. for a suspicious-vehicle com-
plaint. 
   4-8 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 100 block of NE 2nd Ave, Nic-
ole Palmer, 40, Galva, was arrested 
for driving under the influence of al-
cohol, DUI over +.08%, operating an 
uninsured vehicle and no rear regis-
tration plate light. She was taken to 
the Henry County jail. 
   4-8 - to the 200 block of NE 8th 
Ave. for a property line dispute. 
   4-8 - to the 500 block of NW 5th 
Ave. for a loud noise complaint. 
   4-9 -  to assist Kewanee PD with 
reports of several stolen vehicles and 
a burglary complaint. 
   4-9 -  to the 500 block of NE 5th 
St. to retrieve a lost cell phone. It was 
returned to it’s owner. 
   4-9 - to the 200 block of Exchange 
St. for two loose dogs that had been 
contained. The owner arrived and 
took the dogs back home. 
   4-3 - Brandi Nolan, 47, Orion, was 
issued a citation for speeding in the 
900 block of SE 2nd St. 
   4-4 - Kendra Clark, 25, Kewanee, 
was issued citations for speeding and 
operating an uninsured vehicle in the 
1100 block of SE 2nd St. 
   4-8 - Michael McCann, 29, Altona, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1200 block of SE 2nd St. 
   4-9 - Mary Thomas, 19, Worth, Ill., 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1000 block of SE 2 nd Street. 
 Peoria County Report 
   • EDELSTEIN – Caleb A. Deck, 
46, of Edelstein was arrested about 
10 a.m. April 9 and accused of driv-
ing on a revoked license, according 
to the Peoria County Sheriff’s Office. 
   • GALVA – Donald J. Shaw, 24, of 
Galva was arrested at 7:45 p.m. 
April 3 and was being held for 
another law-enforcement agency, ac-
cording to the Peoria County Sher-
iff’s Office. 
   • PRINCEVILLE – A driver from 
Wyoming said her vehicle was rear-
ended at a Princeville intersection. 
   At 2:30 p.m. March 27, Linda L. 
Eddy was driving a 2022 Chevrolet 
Equinox south on Santa Fe Ave. and 
stopped at Spring St. when an un-
identified vehicle struck it, she told a 
Peoria County Sheriff’s Office dep-
uty. 
   Eddy thought the driver of that ve-
hicle might have been trying to 
avoid being hit by a semi-trailer 
truck that was turning from west-
bound Spring Street to northbound 
Santa Fe Ave. Eddy couldn’t provide 
the make and model of the vehicle 
that rear-ended hers, nor the name of 
the driver. 
   The deputy reported damage of at 
least $1,500 to the trunk of Eddy’s 
sport-utility vehicle, according to a 
sheriff’s-office report. 
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   Late one Sunday afternoon, AJ and 
I drove to the Other Place to check 
on the cows there and to dump some 
brush in the gully along the pasture. 
It was still over a week before the 
main herd was due to start calving.     
   Three cows had been placed in the 
little house pasture with the bulls due 
to space constraints and the need to 
provide them with extra feed 
(“They’re nursing twins. There’s no 
way they’ll get bred.”) and were all 
nuzzling their now nearly two-week-
old calves just in-
side the gate. 
   It was crisp and 
breezy and, after 
being overcast 
most of the day, 
the sun was 
emerging from 
behind the clouds 
just in time to set, 
casting long 
shadows across the pasture. The 
cows, other than the three early 
calvers, were poking around in the 
timber we call the frog pond. We 
pushed the brush out then drove to 
the far end of the  pasture. 
   “Can you drive along the fence?” I 
asked.  
   I always like the timber, especially 
in early spring. And for some reason, 
I felt especially keen to see it now. 
   He obliged and drove slowly along 
the rickety fenceline. With my win-
dow down I had a good view and 
could see cows looking for blades of 
early grass on the far side of the 
bowl-shaped timber. Then I saw 
something else.  
   “Stop!” I flung my door open and 
bailed out. “There’s a calf!” 
   Curled up in a big bramble patch 
was a tiny black calf. There was no 
cow anywhere nearby. AJ hmmmed a 
little and we drove slowly on.  
   “Stop! There’s another calf!”  
   Now he got out of the truck with 
me, looking in every direction for the 
mamas to these babies, perhaps mo-
mentarily ruing his decision not to 
haul the cows home for another few 
days. This calf was tucked out of the 
wind next to a fallen tree. It was 
bigger than the first, but clearly these 
calves had been birthed within the 
last few hours. 
   We drove on to the gate and opted 
to walk back into the timber to ap-
proach the sleeping calves in the 
hope their moms would see us and 
come claim them. Both calves were 
sparkling clean and well cared for 
and both seemed content.  
   Mama cows have strong instincts. 
They will not divulge the location of 
their babies until they feel they must 
go protect them. They are good at 
stashing them, as these two were, in 
safe, sheltered spots. We were just a 
few feet from the bigger calf when 
we saw a big black cow striding pur-
posefully in our direction. Oh, good. 

Here comes one mom.  
   I moved on to the smaller calf, still 
tucked deep in the brambles. Once 
the cow arrived, AJ stepped aside and 
she nuzzled the snoozing calf.  
   We moved as close to the little calf 
as we dared without causing it to 
jump up and bolt. By now the entire 
herd had arrived to offer assistance. 
Cows quickly join forces to protect 
any baby from a predator, and these 
girls were on stand-by. We were cer-
tain the second mom would soon 
show up to claim her calf.  
   I wriggled ungracefully under the 
sagging barbed wire of the fence 
while AJ eased through a gap in the 
wires. We stepped a few paces away 
and waited. Sensing no real threat, 
the cows milled around, nibbling rare 
sprigs of green they could find. One 
pretty yellow cow nosed around the 
little calf but was interested only in 
grass and soon moved away. None 
paid any attention to the little critter.  
   The sun was rapidly sinking, as 
were our spirits. Walking back to the 
truck, we mulled our two choices. 
Neither was good. We could leave 
the little calf alone and hope it sur-
vived the night, or we could take the 
calf and risk the cow panicking about 
not being able to find the calf before 
finally no claiming it. 
   By the time we drove back to baby-
land, the big black cow had her calf 
up and was grooming it vigorously. 
We reviewed our options. Then the 
bramble patch calf bleated. Ah. That 
should bring Mom #2 on the run. We 
watched. Nope. It bleated again. Still 
no movement. A third, more insistent 
bleat finally elicited a reaction ... 
from the cow with the other calf. She 
looked at the bleating calf with a 
mixture of surprise and annoyance. 
We looked at each other. Of course. 
These were twins.  
   Momcow slowly approached the 
bramble-patch calf. We were still 
conflicted about what to do. Then she 
mooed softly to the calf and nuzzled 
it to its feet. We sighed in relief. This 
was an older, experienced cow. She 
had proven she cared for both twins. 
The rest of the herd was nearby and 
settling in for the night. We would 
leave them alone. 
   The next morning, AJ and Matt 
hauled the trio home. They put them 
in the little house pasture with two 
young Horsely bulls we’d recently 
purchased. The frisky bulls initially 
chased the calves around the pasture, 
but by afternoon they had all settled 
down. Now the calves snuggle up to 
them in the sun, with only their red 
ear tags discernible against the vel-
vety black bellies of the bulls. In the 
evening the two twin bulls race ac-
ross the pasture with the Horsely 
bulls running and bucking behind 
them while the cow just shakes her 
head at their antics. And no, of 
course she won’t be having a calf in 

February. She’s nursing twins. 
BEEF STICKY BUNS 

   A twist on cinnamon buns, these 
savory buns get a protein boost from 
homemade beef breakfast sausage 
and plenty of veggies. 
INGREDIENTS: 
• 2 cups beef breakfast sausage 
(recipe follows) 
• 1 cup sliced button mushrooms 
• 3/4 cup diced onion 
• 3 cups fresh baby spinach 
• 1/2 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
• 1 package (13.8 ounces) refriger-
ated pizza dough 
• 1/2 cup jalapeño pepper jelly, 
warmed (optional) or cream cheese 
“frosting” (optional, recipe follows) 
COOKING: 
   Prepare breakfast sausage. Set 
aside 2 cups sausage mixture in large 
bowl; reserve remaining sausage for 
another use. Add mushrooms and 
onions to same skillet sprayed with 
cooking spray over medium heat; 
cook 5-7 minutes or until vegetables 
are tender, stirring occasionally. Add 
spinach to skillet; stir to wilt. Add 
vegetable mixture to beef; set aside 
20-25 minutes or until mixture is 
cooled completely, stirring occa-
sionally. Stir in cheese. 
   Beef Breakfast Sausage: Combine 
1 pound ground Beef (93% lean or 
leaner), 2 teaspoons chopped fresh 
sage or 1/2 teaspoon rubbed sage, 1 
teaspoon garlic powder, 1 teaspoon 
onion powder, 1/2 teaspoon salt and 
1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon crushed red 
pepper in large bowl, mixing lightly 
but thoroughly. Heat large nonstick 
skillet over medium high heat until 
hot. Add sausage mixture; cook 8-10 
minutes, breaking into 1/2-inch 
crumbles and stirring occasionally. 
   Preheat oven to 425°F. Unroll pizza 
dough on flat surface; pat or roll 
evenly to 14x10-inch rectangle, 
pinching together any tears. Spread 
sausage mixture on dough, leaving 
1/2-inch border on short side furthest 
from you. Starting at closest short 
end, roll up jelly-roll style, pinching 
to close. Slice dough into 8 pieces 
using careful sawing motion; place 
cut-side-up on greased baking sheet. 
   Bake in 425°F oven 18-20 minutes 
or until golden brown. Remove buns 
to cooling rack. While still warm, 
drizzle with melted jalapeño pepper 
jelly, if desired.   
   Warm jelly in 1-cup glass measure. 
Microwave, uncovered, on HIGH 
45-60 seconds or until melted, stir-
ring once. Let stand 30 seconds. 
   Cream Cheese “Frosting”: Com-
bine 1/4 cup softened cream cheese 
and 1 tablespoon milk in small bowl, 
stirring until smooth. Drizzle over 
warmed beef buns. 
   Jeanne Harland is a cow-calf producer in 
Knox County where she and her husband, 
AJ, also raise corn, soybeans, oats and 
turnips.

Well-hidden calves provide a spring surprise

Jeanne 
HARLAND
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Galva Cleanup Day  
to be held this Saturday 
   GALVA – Saturday is clean-up day 
in Galva, with volunteers welcome to 
help clean up litter along the road-
ways.  
   Anyone who can help is invited to 
come to City Hall on Saturday at 9 
a.m. Bags and gloves will be pro-
vided.  
   The event is sponsored by the 
Galva: Ready to Grow committee. 

– Carol Townsend 
Pipeline risks to be  
discussed in Bishop Hill 
   BISHOP HILL – The Coalition to 
Stop CO2 Pipelines is hosting a free 
program Sunday, April 16, at 1 p.m., 
at 309 N. Bishop Hill St. in Bishop 
Hill to provide information about the 
proposed CO2 Wolf Carbon Solu-
tions/ADM Mt. Simon Hub pipeline.  
   The Mt. Simon Hub is a pipeline 
proposed for construction in Illinois. 
It would carry high pressure CO2 
from Cedar Rapids, Iowa, toward 
Peoria and on to Macon County. It is 
the second CO2 pipeline to make its 
way to Illinois. If approved, both 
CO2 pipelines would pass through 
Henry and Knox counties. 
   The coalition will explain how 
CO2 pipelines differ from oil and gas 
pipelines. Members will discuss the 
dangers of CO2 pipeline ruptures. Il-
linois farmers will share how pipe-
lines permanently damage soil, sever 
tiles and reduce crop production. 
Mercer County 4-H 
holding swine clinic 
   ALEDO – Mercer County 4-H is 
teaming up with Show-Rite Feeds, 
Sure-Champ and VitaCharge to hold 
a free swine clinic on Sunday, April 

23, at 2 p.m. at the Mercer County 
fairgrounds.  
   The clinic will feature a one-hour 
overview and product demonstration 
on the essential products, feed and 
everyday animal care and best prac-
tices that are crucial to keeping your 
animal in the best position to find 
success this summer. The clinic is 
open to all area youth seeking guid-
ance in project management and 
show day best practices.  
   Sign up by April 17 to participate at 
go.illinois.edu/SwineClinic2023 or 
call the Illinois Extension office at 
(309) 756-9978. If you need a rea-
sonable accommodation to partici-
pate, contact Mercer County 4-H 
program coordinator Tracy Fowler 
Pestle at (309) 513-3100. 
Better Banks contest 
   PEORIA – Better Banks has an-
nounced a new contest for high 
school seniors who plan to continue 
their education in the fall. The Dorm 
Room Makeover Contest encourages 
students to earn entries by managing 
their bank accounts using digital 

banking from Better Banks. 
   Winners will be selected in a ran-
dom drawing for $1,000 and another 
for $500 from all entries collected 
from April 10 to July 31. 
   To learn more, visit www.better-
banks.com. 
IHSA reducing license 
fees for game officials 
   BLOOMINGTON – The Illinois 
High School Association approved 
two changes to its officials licensing 
process geared toward trying to re-
cruit more new officials and to retain 
officials who are currently licensed. 
   Previously, the IHSA charged $70 
for a license in a single sport, $20 
for a license in a second sport, and 
$15 for any additional sport li-
censes. For 2023-24, an individual 
can register for up to two licenses 
for $70, and additional license(s) 
are $10 each. 
  The second action is to attract 
more out-of-state officials to work 
contests in Illinois by lowering the 
cost for their officiating licenses. 

BRIEFS

Stark County Sheriff Steven Sloan (left) poses with Paige Rewerts (center) and Matthew 
McCauley, the two Stark County winners of this year’s Illinois Sheriffs’ Association scholar-
ship. Rewerts and McCauley are both seniors at Stark County High School and each earned 
$500 scholarships. Submitted photo.
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HAY: No words to express the thanks
Service Agency executive director. Know-
ing the devastating impact of wildfires and 
drought in other states, the farmer hoped 
Sweatman could coordinate a donation to 
a farm in need. 
   And the connections began. 
   Sweatman, through the cattle circuit, 
knew of Randy Allgood, a Texas cattle-
man and nationally known cattle judge. 
With Allgood’s involvement in cattle 
showing, he knew of the Halls, well 
known for being big sponsors and sup-
porters of youth cattle programs. 
   The wheels were also turning in Illinois. 
In a quest to find transportation, Sweat-
man reached out to farmer Chris Schick in 
Clinton, who has employed truck driver 
Darrell White of Peoria for the past seven 
years. White said it was a no-brainer when 
his boss asked him to make the trip. 
   Fulton County Farm Bureau Manager 
Elaine Stone also solicited donations for 
fuel, raising $1,400 in an hour, thanks to 
the FCFB Board and individual directors, 
West Central FS, and Compeer/Macomb. 
   With the round bales loaded, White set 
out on the 14-hour drive Tuesday after-
noon, March 21, and delivered the hay 

Wednesday. 
   “They are just beautiful people,” White 
said of the Texas couple. The Halls invited 
White to spend the night at their house 
and made him dinner. “We talked and 
(John) told me some of the stories about 
what he does for the kids with the show 
cows. ...It was a good visit.” 
   Faced with either fixing their home’s 
furnace this past winter or buying feed for 
the cattle, they chose to feed their animals, 
Allgood added. 
   John, 63, and Loretta, 74, said the dona-
tion will buy them some valuable time, 
especially if they receive rain within the 
next month. 
   “There’s just not any words to tell (the 
donor) how grateful we are,” Loretta said. 
“How do you say thank you for somebody 
that’s just given you a new lease on your 
breeding program that you’re not going to 
have to sell, that you’ve been working on 
for 30 years?” 
   This story was distributed through a cooper-
ative project between Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Press Association. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.

Continued from Page 1



• • • 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT STARK 

COUNTY - PROBATE DIVISION 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
RODGER LEE HILL, Deceased. 

No. 2023PR3 
NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Rodger Lee Hill on February 27, 
2023, and that Letters of Executor 
were issued March 21, 2023, to 
Molly Ann French, 311 W. Williams 
Street, Wyoming, Illinois 61491, 
whose attorney is William C. 
Wombacher, 416 Main Street, Suite 
700, Peoria, Illinois 61602. 
   Claims may be filed on or before 
the 1st day of October, 2023, or six 
months 
   from the date of the first 
publication of this Notice of Claim 
Date, whichever is later, and any 

claim not filed on or before that date 
is barred. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Stark County 
Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both. Within 
10 days after a claimant files its 
claim with the Court, the claimant 
must mail or deliver a copy of the 
claim to the representative and to its 
attorney of record and file with the 
Court proof of mailing or delivery of 
said copies. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service
-providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-
filing, visit 

http://www.illinoiscourt.gov/FAQ/get
help.asp. 
   DATED: 3/23/2023 
Molly A. French, Executor 
by her attorney 
WILLIAM C. WOMBACHER 
8061-931428 
756-233277 
Published 3/31, 4/7, 4/14/23 

• • • 
STATE OF ILLINOIS  

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT STARK 

COUNTY - PROBATE DIVISION  
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  
RODGER LEE HILL, Deceased.  
No. 2023PR3  

PUBLICATION NOTICE  
   Notice is given to Amanda 
Christine Hill and any persons who 
are unknown who are heirs or 
legatees in the above proceeding to 
probate a will and whose name or 
address is not stated in the petition 

to admit the will to probate, that an 
order was entered by the Court on 
March 17, 2023, admitting the will 
to probate.  
   Within 42 days after the effective 
date of the original order of 
admission you may file a petition 
with the Court to require proof of the 
will by testimony of the witnesses to 
the will in open Court or other 
evidence, as provided in section 6-
21 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21).  
   You also have the right under 
section 8.1 of the Probate Act (7 5 5 
ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the validity of 
the will by filing a petition with the 
Court within 6 months after 
admission of the will to probate.  
   That the names of the heirs-at-law 
of the said decedent and the 
legatees and devisees named in said 
admitted Last Will and Testament of 
the said decedent are as follows:  
   Molly Ann French, heir and legatee 
Amanda Christine Hill, heir  
   Dated at Peoria, Illinois, this 24th 
day of March, 2023 
8061-931431 
Published 3/31, 4/7, 4/14/23 

• • • 
ASSUMED NAME  

PUBLICATION NOTICE  
   Public notice is hereby given that 
on Wednesday, March 22, 2023, a 
certificate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of STARK 
COUNTY, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post-office addresses of 
all of the persons owning, 
conducting, and transacting the 
business known as: 

CERAMICS BY SAMANTHA 
108 N. 7TH STREET, WYOMING, IL 

61491 
   Dated this 22nd day of March, 
2023. 
                  /S/ Heather L. Hollis 
                        County Clerk 
Published 3/31, 4/7, 4/14/23 

• • • 
NOTICE OF PROPOSAL TO SELL 

REAL ESTATE 
   Notice is hereby given that the 
Village of Woodhull, Illinois 
proposes to sell the following 
described real estate: 
   Parcel Identification Number: 22-
19-382-008 
   Common Address: 240 W 4th 
Avenue, Woodhull, Illinois 61490 
   All of Lot Ten (10) and the West 
Half of Lot Eleven (11) in Block Two 
(2) of Russell’s Addition to the 
Town, now Village of Woodhull. 
   The property is currently a vacant 
lot.   
   The Village of Woodhull, Illinois is 
seeking sealed purchase proposals 
(“bids”) from anyone interested in 
purchase the above-described 
property. Sealed bids will be 
accepted until 12:00 p.m. on May 
8th, 2023. Bids submitted may also 
be withdrawn until that time. Bids 
should be submitted to the Village at 
Village Hall, 150 N. Division St. 
Woodhull, IL 61490, in a sealed 
envelope marked “240 W. 4th 
Avenue Bid” along with the 
interested party’s name.  
   In accordance with 65 ILCS 5/11-
76-2, the Village will open and 
consider all bids submitted at the 
regular Village Board Meeting on 

May 8th, 2023 at 7:00 P.M. at the 
Village Hall, 150 N. Division St. 
Woodhull, IL 61490. The corporate 
authorities may accept the high bid 
or any other bid determined to be in 
the best interest of the Village. 
Published 3/31, 4/7, 4/14/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF:  
NORMAN L. MCFAIL,  

 No. 2023PR21 
Deceased. 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Norman L. McFail. Letters of Office 
were issued on April 3, 2023, to 
Rebecca L. Ramesdale as 
Independent Executor whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, or 
both on or before September 5, 
2023.  
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you  
must first create an account with an 
e-filing provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/serviceprovid
ers.htm to learn more and to select 
a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have  
trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethel
p.asp. Or talk with your local circuit  
clerk’s office. 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for Executor  
P.O. Box 165  
Galva, IL 61434  
(309) 932-2001  
everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 4/7, 4/14, 4/21/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

LOANCARE, LLC, 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
ASHLEY J HAFFNER; DOUGLAS S 
HAFFNER; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
DEFENDANTS. 
NO. 22 FC 5 
211 WEST WILLIAMS STREET 
WYOMING, IL 61491 

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered by 
the Court in the above entitled cause 
on March 31, 2023, Sheriff of Stark 
County will on 05/24/2023, in THE 
FRONT DOOR OF THE COURT 
HOUSE, 130 W. Main St., Toulon, IL 
61483, at 10:00 AM, sell at public 
auction and sale to the highest 
bidder for cash, all and singular, the 
following described real estate 

mentioned in said Judgment, 
situated in the County of Stark, State 
of Illinois, or so much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy said 
Judgment: 
   THE WEST FORTY-NINE (49) 
FEET OF LOT FOUR (4) AND LOT 
FIVE (5) IN BLOCK SEVEN (7) IN 
THE ORIGINAL TOWN, NOW CITY, 
OF WYOMING, STARK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. 
TAX NO. 07-02-205-001 
   COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 211 
West Williams Street 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
   Description of Improvements: The 
property is a single family. 
   The Judgment amount was 
$122,056.53. 
   Sale Terms: This is an "AS IS" sale 
for "CASH". The successful bidder 
must deposit 10% down by certified 
funds; balance, by certified funds, 
within 24 hours. NO REFUNDS. 
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse 
to plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court. 
   Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall receive 
a Certificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a Deed to 
the real estate after confirmation of 
the sale. 
   The property will NOT be open for 
inspection. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file 
to verify all information. 
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession 
of the subject premises. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees 
required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) 
and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
 For Information: Visit our website at 
http://ilforeclosuresales.mrpllc.com. 
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff's Attorneys, 1 N. Dearborn 
St., Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 60602. 
Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. Please 
refer to file# 22-10555IL 
   PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, THE 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE. 
   Plaintiff's attorney is not required 
to provide additional information 
other than that set forth in this 
notice of sale. 
I3217336 
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LEGAL ADS

WALNUT GROVE TOWNSHIP 
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PUBLICATION 

FOR FISCAL YEAR 04-01-22 TO 03-31-23 
 

TOWN FUND                                         
Beginning Balance 04-01-2022            $183,135.00  
Revenue                                                
Knox Co. Collector Property Tax           $92,653.00  
State of IL PPRT                                   $13,989.00  
Interest                                                 $472.00  
Total Revenue                                      $107,114.00  
Total Funds Available                            $290,249.00  
Expenditures                                         
Legal & Accounting                              $457.00  
Office Sup & Postage                           $317.00  
Publishing                                            $67.00  
Utilities                                                 $2,921.00  
FICA Expense                                       $3,864.00  
Trustees                                               $11,500.00  
Labor                                                    $38,999.00  
Misc.                                                    $51,676.00  
Total Expenditures                                $109,801.00  
Balance 03-31-23                                 $180,448.00  
Salaries Under $25,000 
Matt Johnson, Charles Decrace, Ruth Ann Andrews, 
Mitch Ekstedt, Keith Nelson, Kevin Main
$25,000-$49,000                                  
Jim Clifford, Tyler Stewart                     
Expenditures in Excess of $2,500         
The Galva Bank - $3,863 - PR Taxes     
ROAD & BRIDGE FUND                         
Beginning Balance 04-01-2022            $68,498.00  
Revenue                                                
Knox Co. Collector Property Tax           $61,395.00  
State of IL PPRT                                   $16,332.00  
Interest                                                 $169.00  
Misc.                                                    $51,470.00  
Total Revenue                                      $129,366.00  
Total Funds Available                            $197,864.00  
Expenditures                                         
Fuel                                                       $12,385.00  
Equipment Repairs                                $12,528.00  
Shop Supplies                                       $418.00  
Labor                                                     $1,230.00  
Misc.                                                     $666.00  
Road Maint                                            $12,969.00  
Culverts                                                 $3,939.00  
Trucking                                                $12,583.00  
Township Building                                 $610.00  
New Equipment                                     $51,000.00  
Total Expenditures                                 $108,328.00  
Balance 03-31-23                                  $89,536.00  
Salaries Under $25,000                         
Expenditures in Excess of $2,500         
AC McCartney - Tractor - $51,000        
Altona TBA - Repairs - $2,773               
West Central - Fuel - $2,553                  
Bell Trucking - Trucking - $24,100        
Mason Co. - Calcium - $10,800             
Triple Farms - Culverts - $3,939            
Michlig Energy - Fuel - $3,423              
Cenex - Fuel - $4,867                            
Tyler Stewart - Labor - $4,149              
CEMETERY FUND                                  
Revenue                                                
Beginning Balance 04-01-2022             $46,728.00  
Knox Co. Collector Property Tax            $18,454.00  
Misc.                                                     $600.00  
Interest                                                  $87.00  
Total Revenue                                       $19,141.00  
Total Funds Available                             $65,869.00  
Expenditures                                         
Mowing & Maint                                   $15,525.00  
Trustee                                                 $500.00  
Ground Maint                                       $1,100.00  
Total Expenditures                                $17,125.00  
Balance 03-31-23                                 $48,744.00  
Expenditures in Excess of $2,500         
Bock's Lawn Service - $15,225             
GENERAL ASSISTANCE FUND              
Beginning Balance 04-01-2022             $78,737.00  
Revenue                                                
Knox Co. Collector Property Tax            $3,940.00  
Interest                                                  $213.00  
Total Revenue                                       $4,153.00  
Total Funds Available                             $82,890.00  
Expenditures                                         
Insurance                                              $970.00  
Caseswork                                             $1,500.00  
Total Expenditures                                 $2,470.00  
Expenditures in Excess of $2,500         
Balance 03-31-23                                  $80,420.00  
INSURANCE FUND                                
Beginning Balance 04-01-2022             $19,361.00  
Revenue                                                
Knox Co. Collector Property Tax            $7,983.00  

Dividends                                              $1,154.00  
Interest                                                  $28.00  
Total Revenue                                       $9,165.00  
Total Funds Available                             $28,526.00  
Expenditures                                         
Insurance                                             $7,739.00  
Total Expenditures                                $7,739.00  
Balance 03-31-23                                 $20,787.00  
Expenditures in Excess of $2,500         
TOIRMA - Ins - $7,739                          
SPECIAL ROAD FUND                           
Beginning Balance 04-01-2022            $43,532.00  
Revenue                                                
Knox Co. Collector Property Tax           $34,911.00  
Interest                                                 $98.00  
Total Revenue                                      $35,009.00  
Total Funds Available                            $78,541.00  
Expenditures                                         
Trucking                                               $23,817.00  
Rock                                                     $1,174.00  
Road Material                                       $1,681.00  
Misc.                                                    $30.00  
Total Expenditures                                $26,702.00  
Balance 03-31-23                                 $51,839.00  
Expenditures in Excess of $2,500         
Bell Trucking - Trucking - $14,427        
Environmental - $7,934                         
SPECIAL BRIDGE                                  
Beginning Balance 04-01-2022            $47,110.00  
Revenue                                                
Knox Co. Collector Property Tax           $10,473.00  
Interest                                                 $133.00  
Total Revenue                                      $10,606.00  
Total Funds Available                            $57,716.00  
Expenditures                                         
Total Expenditures                                $-    
Balance 03-31-23                                  $47,110.00  
RANSOM PUBLIC LIBRARY                  
Beginning Balance 04-01-2022             $60,169.00  
Revenue                                                
Knox Co. Collector Property Tax           $34,080.00  
Interest on Savings                              $264.00  
Donations                                             $20,900.00  
St of IL Per Cap Grant                          $1,010.00  
Memorials                                            $1,846.00  
Historical Society Donations                $115,975.00  
St of IL PPRT                                       $1,714.00  
Total Revenue                                      $175,789.00  
Total Funds Available                            $235,958.00  
Expenditures                                         
Labor                                                    $16,360.00  
FICA Expense                                       $1,252.00  
Utilities                                                 $4,439.00  
Office Sup & Postage                           $535.00  
Advertising & Donations                      $70.00  
Books & Magazines & DVDs                $4,772.00  
Legal & Accounting                              $751.00  
Entertainment & Travel                         $60.00  
Special Program Supplies                    $1,057.00  
Supplies                                                $346.00  
Renovation Progect                              $18,057.00  
Historical Society Expense                   $50,226.00  
Rep & Maint                                         $226.00  
Insurance                                             $1,458.00  
Fees                                                      $1,845.00  
Sub-Contract                                        $543.00  
Telephone & Internet                            $828.00  
Misc.                                                    $74.00  
Seasonal Labor                                     $979.00  
Total Expenditures                                $103,878.00  
Balance 03-31-23                                 $132,080.00  
Salaries                                                 
Under $25,000                                      
Donna Naslund                                      
Expenditures in Excess of $2,500         
Terry Sherbeyn - Historical Society Expense - $5,296  
Swede's Plumbing - Historical Society Expense - $7,068
Swanson Elec - Historical Society Expense - $19,678
Cheryl Erickson - Historical Society Expense - $5,254
Ameren - Elec - $4,439                         
Ransom Lib - Renovation Project - $11,888
Office Spec - Renovation Project - $5,843
Johnson Construction - Renovation Project -$15,241
                                                             
CERTIFICATION:  I, RUTH ANN ANDREWS, 
SUPERVISOR OF WALNUT GROVE TOWNSHIP, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS A TRUE AND 
CORRECT COPY OF THE WALNUT GROVE 
TOWNSHIP ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE TOWNSHIP 
FUNDS FOR THE FISCALYEAR BEGINNING APRIL 1, 
2022 AND ENDING MARCH 31, 2023 DATED THIS 
10th DAY OF APRIL, 2023                     

RUTH ANN ANDREWS 
SUPERVISOR OF WALNUT GROVE TOWNSHIP 

Published 4/14/23 
• • •



By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Some 
Illinois lawmakers are cal-
ling for a review of one of 
the tests prospective 
teachers must pass in order 
to be licensed in Illinois. 
   The test is known as the 
Teacher Performance As-
sessment, or “edTPA,” and 
it is intended to determine 
whether a prospective 
teacher has the knowledge 
and skills necessary to be 

effective in the classroom. 
It has been a requirement 
for teacher licensing in Il-
linois since 2015. 
   State Sen. Tom Bennett, 
R-Gibson City, said he 
started hearing concerns 
about the test from people 
in his district, and he later 
learned that those concerns 
were shared by other law-
makers. 
   Bennett is the lead spon-
sor of Senate Bill 1488, 
which passed unanimously 

out of the Senate March 
30 and now awaits action 
in the House. It would 
continue the suspension of 
the edTPA through Aug. 
31, 2025.  
   It would also establish a 
task force to evaluate 
teacher performance as-
sessment systems and 
make recommendations to 
the State Board of Educa-
tion and the General As-
sembly by Aug. 1, 2024.
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FOR SALE 
• MUSHROOM COMPOST: for gar-
dens, flower beds and lawns. Black 
dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag for drive-
ways and landscapes, 1-3" rejects. 
Delivery is available. Kevin Eberle 
(309) 253-3462, Ron Eberle (309) 
253-5881, Kurt Eberle (309) 253-
7652. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: Available May 1, 1 bed-
room apartment, fully furnished, util-
ities paid. No pets, non-smoking. 
Possible work opportunity to offset 
the rent. Must have references and 
deposit. Indian Creek Vineyard (309) 
525-5302. 

.SERVICES 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, farm 
equipment, grain bins, and also 
doing total farm clean up. Call Doug 

Lofgren at Spoon River Salvage 
(309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 26% 
Tax Credit.  Prices start as low as 
$9,525! Call today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, thermo-
pane vinyl replacement windows, in-

terior painting and electrical, by 
Denny Miller. Over 25 years of ex-
perience. We also do kitchens, 
baths, decks, steps and more. Small 
jobs welcome! Call me at (309) 995-
3364, LaFayette. 

NOTICE 
•  AA MEETINGS: Saturday morn-
ings at 8:30 a.m. at the St. Dominic 
Parish Hall located at 208 S. Galena 
in Wyoming.

CLASSIFIEDS

AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE SALES
• • • 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

LOANCARE, LLC, 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
ASHLEY J HAFFNER; DOUGLAS S 
HAFFNER; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
DEFENDANTS. 
NO. 22 FC 5 
211 WEST WILLIAMS STREET 
WYOMING, IL 61491 
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered by the Court in the above 
entitled cause on March 31, 2023, 
Sheriff of Stark County will on 
05/24/2023, in THE FRONT DOOR 
OF THE COURT HOUSE, 130 W. 
Main St., Toulon, IL 61483, at 
10:00 AM, sell at public auction 
and sale to the highest bidder for 
cash, all and singular, the following 
described real estate mentioned in 
said Judgment, situated in the 
County of Stark, State of Illinois, or 
so much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment: 
   TAX NO. 07-02-205-001 
   COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 211    
West Williams Street 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
   Description of Improvements: 
The property is a single family. 
   The Judgment amount was 
$122,056.53. 
   Sale Terms: This is an "AS IS" 
sale for "CASH". The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by certi-
fied funds, within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS. 
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes lev-
ied against said real estate, water 
bills, etc., and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and with-
out recourse to plaintiff. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court. 
Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale. 
   The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bidders 
are admonished to check the court 
file to verify all information. 
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other indi-
viduals presently in possession of 
the subject premises. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
 For Information: Visit our website 
at 
http://ilforeclosuresales.mrpllc.co
m. 
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLC, Plaintiff's Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, Chicago, 
IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. 
Please refer to file# 22-10555IL 
   PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE. 
   Plaintiff's attorney is not required 
to provide additional information 
other than that set forth in this no-
tice of sale. 
I3217336 

Published 4/7, 4/14, 4/21/23 
• • •

Card of Thanks 
FAMILY OF PHIL GRIEVE 

Thank you to all who sent kind expressions of 
sympathy for the loss of our brother, Phil. 

Sue, Sherri & Terri 
REINER 

Thank you for all the remembrances shared on my 
90th birthday.  

Fred Reiner 

Answers on Page 3



Teri Ann Albertson 
   PRINCEVILLE – Teri Ann Albert-
son, 76, of Princeville, formerly of 
Toulon, passed away at 12:15 p.m. 
Thursday, April 6, 2023, at her home. 
Teri was born Oct. 19, 1946, in West 
Jersey to Bruce R. 
and Fern G. (Bar-
ton) Fell. She mar-
ried her high 
school sweetheart 
Phillip Albertson 
on Dec. 11, 1965, 
in West Jersey; he 
survives.  
   Also surviving 
are one son, Darren Albertson of 
Princeville; one daughter, Heather 
(Brian Probst) Leighton of Edwards; 
one granddaughter, Noelle Leighton; 
one brother, Gary (Sandi) Fell of 
Morton; one brother-in-law, Brian 
(Carol) Lee of Mount Vernon; two 
sisters-in-law, Kim (Craig) Willis of 
Patoka and Kris (Steve) Scott of Jack-
sonville, Fla.; her mother-in-law, Cay 
Lee of Mount Vernon; and several 
close cousins. She was preceded in 
death by her parents;  and one daugh-
ter, Karren Albertson. 
   Teri graduated with her associate 
degree in accounting from Midstate 
College and worked as a secretary at 
the University of Illinois Extension 
and later at the Toulon Grade School 
for many years.  
   She was a member of the Prince-
ville United Methodist Church where 
she proudly devoted her time and 
served on various committees. Teri 
enjoyed traveling, visiting 47 of the 
48 contiguous United States with her 
husband. She loved her plants and 
pets, along with having a passion for 
birds, hummingbirds and horses.  
   Her funeral service was April 11, 
2023, at the Princeville United Meth-
odist Church. Rev. Zach Waldis offi-
ciated. Her visitation was Monday, 
April 10, 2023, also at the church. 
Burial was in Toulon Cemetery. Has-
kell Funeral & Cremation Services in 
Princeville is in charge of arrange-
ments.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to OSF Hospice or the Prince-
ville United Methodist Church, or a 
charity of the donor’s choice.  
   Condolences for Teri’s family may 
be left on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

James M. Baulch 
   GALVA – James M. “Jim” Baulch, 
49, of Galva, died Thursday, March 
30, 2023, in Houston, Texas, from in-
juries sustained in an automobile ac-
cident. 
   A funeral mass will be celebrated at 
10:30 a.m., Friday, 
April 14, at St. 
John Catholic 
Church in Galva 
where military 
rites will be ac-
corded by the 
Galva Fusiliers. 
Celebrant will be 
Fr. Christopher 
Magesa. Visitation was to be from 5-
7 p.m., Thursday, April 13, at Rux 
Funeral Home in Galva with recita-
tion of the rosary at 4:30 p.m. Crema-
tion will be accorded following the 
services.  
   In lieu of flowers memorials may 
be directed to the family or to the 
PTSD Foundation of America by vis-
iting www.ptsdusa.org. 
   James was born March 30, 1974, in 
Houston, Texas, the son of Don and 
Dorothy (Long) Baulch. He married 

Charity Stear on March 18, 2003, in 
Copperas Cove, Texas.  
   Survivors include his wife; children 
Trevor and Cole Baulch of Galva, 
Zach (Zoye) Bollinger of Cambridge, 
and Andrew Jones of Kentucky; and 
his two grandchildren, Luke and Mel-
onie Bollinger. Also surviving are his 
siblings, Terri Royer, TD (Marcia) 
Baulch, both of Houston, Angela 
(Zach) Braden of South Houston and 
Katy (John) Meyer of Magnolia, 
Texas; his mother-in-law, Barb Atkin-
son of Galva; sisters-in-law Deb 
Tompkins of Galesburg, Dawn 
(Kraig) Gale of Galva and Denise 
(Matt) Verway of Kewanee; nieces 
and nephews, Kim (William) Jones, 
Chris (Beth) Greiner, Josie and Na-
than Berry, Kalleigh Gale, Wes and 
Chloe Behnke, Lesley Braden, Wil-
liam Webb, Grant and Margeaux 
Baulch and Samantha Greiner; sev-
eral cousins; and his four-legged 
companion, Rosie.  
   Jim was preceded in death by his 
biological father Eddie Webb, brother 
Greg Dodge and his maternal and pa-
ternal grandparents. 
   Jim graduated from Clear Brook 
High School in Friendswood, Texas, 
in 1992. He enlisted in the U.S. Army 
in 1991 and medically retired in 2010 
after 19 years of service. While in the 
military he was stationed all over, in-
cluding South Korea, Fort Hood, Fort 
Sam Houston and Fort Bliss in Texas, 
Fork Polk in Louisiana, Red Stone 
Arsenal in Alabama and Tikrit, Iraq, 
where he served during the Iraq War 
from March of 2003 to March of 
2004.  
   During his career he held various 
jobs including 88M Transportation 
Specialist from 1992-95, 27 T 
Avenger Systems Repairer from 
1995-2005, 91 W Health Care/Com-
bat Medic and EMT Basic from 
2005-10 and a 91 W-N3 occupational 
therapy assistant working as COTA 
from 2006-13. 
   Jim was a member of St. John Cath-
olic Church in Galva where he was 
active in the Knights of Columbus. 
He was also a member of the Ameri-
can Legion and VFW and a lifetime 
member of the NRA. He served as an 
Assistant Scoutmaster for the local 
Boy Scout troop, coached t-ball, 
baseball, basketball, soccer, flag foot-
ball, JFL and, most recently, high 
school football.  
   Jim enjoyed volunteering in the 
community, whether that be helping 
with legion breakfasts or assisting 
with Tootsie Roll drives. He also en-
joyed his time spent with his neigh-
bor, John Holevoet.  
   Some of Jim’s personal hobbies in-
cluded playing Magic the Gathering 
and following his favorite sports 
teams the Texas Longhorns, Houston 
Astros and Houston Texans. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

Sharon L. Deahl 
   KEWANEE – Sharon L. Deahl, 77, 
of Kewanee, passed away on Thurs-
day, April 6, 2023, surrounded by 
family in her home. She was a resil-
ient person and a 21-year liver trans-
plant survivor. This blessing allowed 
her to extend her life and positively 
impact many other lives over the 
years. 
   Sharon was born July 2, 1945, the 
daughter of Lloyd Conner and Helen 
(Stewart) White in Kewanee. She 
graduated from Wethersfield High 
School in 1963, and attended Black 
Hawk East College, where she was a 

member of the National Honor Soci-
ety. Sharon was well known for her 
talent at cooking and was owner and 
operator of Shar’s Restaurant and 
Catering.  
   She was employed by Mechanical 
Insulation as a 
bookkeeper and 
retired from the 
First Presbyterian 
Church in 2020, 
where she was an 
administrative as-
sistant for 14 
years. 
   She was an ac-
tive member of the Business and Pro-
fessional Women (BPW) organization 
and served as president in 2004-05 
and was honored as Woman of the 
Year in 1991. She was a proud 
member of the League of Women 
Voters where she served as moderator 
for candidate forums and was a past 
president. Sharon’s community serv-
ice and charity donations were exten-
sive including teaching Junior 
Achievement at Central School for 21 
years and serving as sponsorship and 
silent auction chairperson for the 
Henry/Stark Relay for Life.  
   She was a 65-year member of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Kewa-
nee having served as treasurer for 19 
years and was a member of numerous 
committees including finance, Chris-
tian education and the mission com-
mittee. 
   Sharon was preceded in death by 
her husband, Charles “Chuck” W. 
Deahl. Chuck and Sharon were mar-
ried for 35 years and enjoyed travel-
ing and spending time with their 
family. They were avid Illini fans. 
Sharon is survived by three children, 
Janelle (Dwaine) Ouart, Jill (Andy) 
Bullock and Troy (Erin) Sheets; 
grandchildren, Brooks (Bobby), 
Blake, Blair (Michael Shaw) and Bri-
ley Bullock, Dylan (Viola) and Court-
ney (McCauley Johnston) Ouart and 
Nicholas, Lauren and Landon Sheets; 
and one great grandchild, Nolan 
Ouart. She was also preceded in death 
by her brother, James W. (Alice) 
Conner. 
   Per Sharon’s wishes cremation will 
be accorded followed by a private in-
urnment to be held at Parkview Cem-
etery in Peoria at a later date.  
   In lieu of flowers the family asks 
you to consider sending a memorial 
to the Black Hawk East College 
Foundation, 26230 Blackhawk Rd., 
Galva, IL 61434. Or memorials can 
be made to the Henry/Stark Relay for 
Life by mailing or dropping them off 
at State Bank of Toulon, 635 Tenney 
St., Kewanee, IL 61443 Attn: Ni-
chelle Morey. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

Beverly J. Harrell 
   KEWANEE – Beverly J. Harrell, 
90, of Kewanee, died Saturday, April 
8, 2023, at OSF Saint Luke’s Medical 
Center.  
   Beverly was born March 1, 1933, in 
La Harpe, Ill., the daughter of Ger-
vase “Cappie” R. and Vada F. (Alex-
ander) DeHaven. She attended La 
Harpe Schools for 11 years. She at-
tended Western High School in Ma-
comb her senior year, graduating with 
the class of 1951. She married Leon 
R. Harrell in Colchester, Ill., on June 
29, 1952; he preceded her in death on 
Dec. 5, 1980. 
   Beverly is survived by four chil-
dren, Rodney Harrell, Kewanee, 
Teresa “Terry” Craig, Galva, Roger 
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Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey 
United Methodist Church 

  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday  

(Pastor), 2nd & 4th Sunday (Lay Speaker); 
West Jersey 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday (Lay Speaker), 2nd & 4th 
Sunday (Pastor); Toulon Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @ Toulon United Methodist Church 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 
 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
Wyoming Nazarene Church 

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
Toulon First Baptist Church 

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 

threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 
Wyoming United Methodist Church 

Pastor Rebecca Klemm 
302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   

309-606-9027 
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 

Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 
 

The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 
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and Cameron Watson each hit a dou-
ble.   
   Hillan finished off the win from the 
mound in three innings of work with 
two strikeouts and no earned runs. 
   “We have started to put together a 
good combination of throwing strikes 
and playing defense, which has led to 
a more competitive effort,” Stark 
County coach Scott Paxson said. 
“Our hitting has remained fairly con-
sistent so far.” 
   SCHS downed Peoria Heights 6-1 
in non-conference action on April 4 
at home. The Rebels scored three in 
the fourth and three in the sixth. A 
pitching combination of Steelman, 
Giesenhagen, Hillan and Kieser 
pitched to just two hits, three walks 
and nine strikeouts. Watson recorded 
a double while Steelman, Kieser and 
Connor Wagenbach each had one hit 
in the win. 
   Stark County fell to Bushnell-Prai-
rie City on Tuesday, 12-2. 
   • Galva baseball – Galva (0-1) was 
defeated at home on Saturday by 
ROWVA-Williamsfield in a Lincoln 
Trail matchup. It was the first var-
sity game of the season for the 
Wildcats.  
   Baseball players for GHS are 

playing in a transitional and devel-
opmental season with six LTC var-
sity games. The remaining games 
are against junior-varsity competi-
tion. A junior-high team will begin 
to play a schedule this fall. 
   Freshman Cyrus Herr had to be 
called on to catch for the team, a po-
sition he had never played before. 
Jaxson Meier and John Bursell led a 
thin pitching staff. 
   The team put together some good 
at bats in a setback to Monmouth 
United’s JV. 
   “We have made progress, but 
there’s still a long way to go. We 
have a lot of inexperience taking the 
field, but the effort is good,” Galva 
Coach Van White said. “These up-
coming seasons, along with devel-
oping at the junior-high level should 
help us build the program upwards.”   
   Galva’s next varsity matchup is at 
LTC rival Princeville on Saturday. 
   • Galva softball – Henry scored six 
times in the first three innings Mon-
day and pulled away from Galva for 
a 14-3 five-inning victory. Libby 
Anderson’s fifth-inning triple drove 
in two Galva runs. 
   ROWVA-Williamsfield swept a 
doubleheader April 8 from Galva, 
20-0 in three innings and 10-9. In 

the second game, Galva led 9-8 after 
six innings. The Wildcats scored 
four in the fifth to lead 8-5.  
   Maddi Bates, Lilly Holleemback, 
Alexis Spivey and Lexi Stone had 
RBI in the game for Galva. Bates 
had the only Galva hit in the first 
game. 
    • Stark County softball – Shanna 
Peterson struck out nine Lowpoint-
Washburn batters Monday and went 
2-for-2 to lead Stark County to a 5-2 
victory.  
   Olivia Orwig scored twice. Anis-
sia Rucker had two RBI, including 
one on a fourth-inning triple that 
gave the Rebels a 4-1 lead. 
   West Central swept Stark County 
in a doubleheader April 6: 12-3 and 
16-3. Payten Hillier and Lauren 
West each had two hits and one RBI 
in the first game. Hayley Gillam and 
Shanna Peterson repeated that feat 
in the second game. 
   Annawan-Wethersfield scored 
seven times in the second inning 
April 8 to beat Stark County 15-0 in 
four innings. Orwig had both hits 
for the Rebels, who were to play 
Tuesday and Thursday against 
Abingdon-Avon. A doubleheader is 
set for Saturday against Knoxville.

Harrell, Kewanee, and Dave Harrell, 
Cottonwood, Ariz.; two grandchil-
dren, Lee Craig and Steve Craig; 
three great grandchildren, Dalton 
(Bella) Thrasher, Chris Craig and 
Milan Craig; one brother, Harry 
(Lola) DeHaven, 
Galesburg; and a 
brother-in-law, 
Gene Watson.  
   She was pre-
ceded in death by 
her parents, hus-
band, brother 
Howard DeHaven, 
sister Carol Wat-
son and son-in-law Melvin “Mel” 
Craig. 
   Beverly was a homemaker. She en-
joyed taking care of her children. She 
worked at Kresges Dime Store and 
the Kewanee Public Hospital part 
time.  
   Beverly a was member of the First 
Christian Church, Kewanee Histori-
cal Society and the La Harpe Histori-
cal Society. She loved her Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. She enjoyed 
country music, counted cross stitch 
and embroidery. During her older 
years, she volunteered to do nails at 
Toulon Rehabilitation and Courtyard 
Estates, Galva.  
   Visitation was to be from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Thursday, April 13, 2023, at 
First Christian Church. Funeral serv-
ices were to be at noon on Thursday, 
April 13, 2023, at the church. Pastor 
Brian Giese and Pastor Nate 
McCarter, First Christian Church, La 
Harpe were to officiate. Burial will be 
at Evergreen Memorial Gardens at a 
later date.  
   Memorials may be made to the First 
Christian Church, Kewanee Histori-
cal Society or to the La Harpe His-
torical Society.  
   Please leave an online condolence 
for Beverly’s family at www.golnick-
schuenemanfh.com. 

Doris L. Roach 
   TOULON – Doris L. Roach 
(Swearingen), 74, of Toulon, died 
peacefully at 11:45 p.m., Wednesday, 
April 5, 2023, at her residence, sur-
rounded by her children and grand-

children. 
   Doris was born on Sept. 4, 1948, in 
Kewanee, the daughter of Woodrow 
W. and Virginia L. (McKinney) 
Swearingen. She married Dennis D. 
Roach Sr. on Dec. 8, 1967, in Gales-
burg and he pre-
ceded her in death 
on Jan. 14, 2019. 
   Surviving are six 
children, Denise 
Lundell (Ron) of 
Toulon, Debby 
(Wayne Clow) of 
Toulon, Dawn Fox 
of Pekin, Donna 
Eagan-Rossi (Mike Rossi) of Crete, 
Dennis D. “Bud” Roach Jr. of Toulon 
and Valarie Hacker of Garrett, Ind.; 
23 grandchildren, Ashley (Matt), Jus-
tin, Joey, Samantha (Jimmy), Jessika 
(Ron), Duke, Denny, Donald, Dean-
dra, Tiffany, Tommy (Sara), Ryan 
(Kimmy), Sarah (Connor), John (Tay-
lor), Kirstin, Morgan (Logan), Taylor 
(KJ), Jessip, Kari, Amber (Greg), Ma-
lissa (Steven), Andrew and Cody 
(Maria); a niece, Chelsey (Justin); 43 
great-grandchildren; brother Lonnie 
Swearingen; and four sisters, Sandy 
Heiman, Linda Pembroke, Carol 
Lange and Mary Cantwell.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband; three siblings, 
Sherman, Ruth Ann and Jack; sister-
in-law, Merriam, sister-in-law, Carol; 
and brother-in-law, Bill. 
   Doris was a kind-hearted woman 
who loved all and was loved by 
many. She cherished her time spent 
playing games with her family, taking 
a trip to the casino and shopping. She 
will be deeply missed. 
   Funeral services were to be held at 
11 a.m., Monday, April 10, at Rux 
Funeral Home in Kewanee with Rev. 
Rebecca Klemm officiating. Visita-
tion was from 9 a.m. until the time of 
services at the funeral home. Burial 
was to be at Evergreen Memorial 
Gardens in rural Kewanee.   
   Memorials may be directed to the 
family for a memorial to be estab-
lished. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-

funeralhome.com. 
Vickie Ann Ruzinski 

   GALVA – With the love of her 
family surrounding her in her home, 
Vickie Ann Ruzinski, 70, of Galva, 
Ill., passed away on Saturday, April 8, 
2023, at 12:10 
a.m. 
   She was born on 
March 24, 1953, 
in Galesburg, Ill., 
to John Russell 
Barlow and Helen 
Mae Lapan Bar-
low. Vickie gradu-
ated from Galva 
High School in 1971. 
   Survivors include her loving hus-
band of 37 years, Jim; her children, 
Rosanne Williams Wexell, Andrew 
Williams (Tonya), Jennifer Ulaszek 
(Jim) and Peter Ruzinski (Catharine); 
sister Linda Jo (Michael) O’Neal; and 
sister-in-law, Kay Barlow. She is also 
survived by her grandchildren, Emi-
lyann and Paige Wexell, Jake (Pa-
sence) and Isles McClintic, Cortnie 
(Jarod) and Sloane Ackerman, Me-
lissa (Dustin) Dingledine and family, 
Tim (Misty) Heady and family, 
Madeline and Grace Ulaszek and Ava 
and Zeb Ruzinski. Vickie is also sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews and 
extended family members.  
   Vickie was preceded in death by her 
parents; her infant son, Jonathon Ross 
Williams; and a brother, Timothy 
Barlow. 
   A funeral service was to be held 11 
a.m., Wednesday, April 12, at Rux 
Funeral Home in Galva, with Pastor 
Dan Wright officiating. Visitation was 
to begin one hour prior to the service 
at the funeral home. Burial was to be 
at Galva Cemetery, with a luncheon 
to follow at the Galva Congregational 
Church.  
   Memorials may be made to St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital. 
   The family wishes to send a special 
thank you to the staff of Trinity Hos-
pice and OSF Home Health for their 
care and compassion. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com.
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By The Prairie News 
   The Stark County girls track team is on 
a roll, racking up wins its last two track 
and field meets. 
    On Monday, the Lady Rebels were first 
at the Bureau Valley Invite, finishing with 
139 points – six ahead of the hosts. 
   Senior Lindley Johnston paced Stark 
County with three wins. Johnston took the 
100-meter dash in a personal record 12.66 
seconds, claimed the 200 in 26.28 and ran 
the 400 in 1:01.19 ahead of teammate 
Keagan Hamilton (PR, 1:03.21). 
   Stark County also got a pair of wins 
from sophomore thrower Lauren Orwig, 
who had a PR of 94 feet, 4 inches to win 
discus and also took first in shot put (32-
10), just ahead of teammate Chelsey Stot-
ler (PR, 32-9.75). 
   The Lady Rebels also won the 4x400 
relay behind Cheyenh Smith, Hamilton, 
Paytin Terwilliger and Paige Rewerts in a 
time of 4:27.72. Smith was also second in 
the 800 with a PR of 2:33.52. 
   On April 6, the Lady Rebels won the 
Dale Collis Invite at Galva with 126 
points – 11 ahead of Henry-Senachwine. 
   Johnston ran a PR of 25.99 to win the 
200 and a PR of 59.01 to easily claim the 
400. She won high jump by clearing 5-4. 
   Smith won the 1,600 in a PR of 5:57.99 
ahead of teammate Rewerts (PR, 5:58.14). 
Other second-place finishers included 
Hamilton in the 800 (PR, 2:36.12), Orwig 
in shot put (32-4.25) and the 4x800 relay 
(10:29.44). 
   The Stark County boys placed third at 
the Dale Collis Invite with 81.5 points, be-
hind winner ROWVA-Williamsfield (108) 
and Princeville (96). 
   Stark County winners were Daniel 
Kieser in 110 hurdles (17.89) and 300 hur-
dles (PR, 44.47), Colby Stotler in shot put 
(PR, 45-6.25), Luke Rewerts in triple 
jump (36-10) and the 4x100 relay of 
Nolan Orwig, Kieser, Avery Gerber and 
Luke Rewerts (45.38). 
   Stark County is at Knoxville’s Bullet In-

vite Monday for a 4 p.m. start. 
   • Galva track – Galva freshman Ian Pa-
checo won the 3,200 at the Dale Collis In-
vite with a PR of 11:49.01. The Galva 
girls team had two second-place finishers: 
Kyrsten Hill had a PR of 29-8 in triple 
jump and Maddie Bates posted a PR of 
14-2 in long jump for the Lady Wildcats. 
   • Stark County baseball – Stark County 
(3-8-1) fell 10-0 to Ridgewood last Satur-
day in the opener of a Lincoln Trail dou-
bleheader at home. Owen Gibler hit a 
double in the effort. 
   SCHS took the nightcap, 5-3. Four 
scores in the fourth inning were enough. 
Dillon Steelman drove in two of the runs 
and Daniel Kieser had three hits. 
   Tim Giesenhagen pitched the first six in-
nings. He gave up seven hits but walked 
only one, struck out seven and yielded no 
earned runs. Kieser closed out the win. 
   The Rebels topped LTC foe West Cen-
tral, 8-4, on the road on April 5. Ryne Hil-
lan had two doubles and two RBI, Charlie 
Rouse drove in two and Gibler, Steelman, 

Sophomore Lauren Orwig throws discus April 6 in the 
Dale Collis Invite at Galva. Orwig won both throwing 
events Monday at the Bureau Valley Invite. Photo by 
Collin Fairfield.
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