
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – The Stark 
County School Board made 
committee assignments and 
voted on an annual insurance 
premium at its meeting on May 
15. 
   Committee assignments are:   
Building and Finance – Bruce 
West, Chair, Ann Orwig, Joseph 
Rediger and Dane Richards; Ne-

gotiation and Policy – Emily 
Leezer, Chair, Ann Orwig, Erin 
Price and Joseph Rediger; Edu-
cation and Extracurricular – Ann 
Orwig, Chair, Erin Price, Brian 
Rewerts, and Bruce West; 
Henry/Stark Special Education 
District Governing Board – 
Emily Leezer; Stark County 
Education Foundation – Brian 
Rewerts and Dane Richards. 
   Annual insurance premiums 

for the school district were pre-
sented by John Leezer of the 
Leezer Insurance Agency. The 
estimated premium approved by 
the board is $145,165. That is an 
increase of $8,550 over last 
year’s premium of $136,615. 
The board approved the pre-
mium unanimously. 
   An intergovernmental agree-
ment with the Bradford School 
District was approved that al-

lows Bradford Junior High 
School students the opportunity 
to compete in Stark County 
Schools’ athletics for next year. 
The Bradford School District 
approved this measure last 
month in April. 
   Also, an intergovernmental 
agreement with United Town-
ship was approved, which is for 
Career and Technical Education. 
Approved was auditing firm Go-

renz & Associates, LTD for 
audit services for the 2023 fiscal 
year. 
   Purchase of a John Deere trac-
tor mower for the Toulon cam-
puses was approved at a cost of 
$12,400. The board approved an 
$8,150 expenditure for athletic 
chairs for the team Junior and 
Senior High athletics. 
   Authorization was approved to 
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By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

    GALVA – The Galva 
school board on Monday ap-
proved ElectroCoat to repair 
and refurbish all the lockers 
in the Galva Junior/Senior 
High School.  
   Cost for the high school 
lockers to be refurbished is 
$20,686, while the junior 
high lockers will cost 
$13,440. The estimated cost 
to replace lockers was about 
$150,000, not including in-
stallation. The lockers are be-
lieved to be original from 
when the school was built in 
1966-67. 
   Several board members 
said this issue has been dis-
cussed for a long time and 
they are happy to update the 
lockers. 
   A bid for $67,987 was ac-
cepted from Garaventa Lift 
Illinois for a new chair lift in 
the elementary school. 

   The board approved Go-
rentz and Associates to con-
tinue doing their annual 
budget. 
   In other business, the board 
discussed summer school that 
will be available in June for 
students to make up classes. 
   The board set June 12 for 
its regular June board meet-
ing at 7 p.m. and a special 
meeting on June 27 at 6 p.m. 
for an amended budget hear-
ing. 
   The 2023-24 school fees 
will be passed at the June 
board meeting. The high 
school yearbook will have an 
anticipated increase from the 
$50 now charged. 
   Lunch fees will increase 
due to state requirements: 
elementary $2.50 daily and 
$50 monthly; Jr.-Sr. high 
$3.10 per lunch and $62 
monthly; breakfast is $1.50 
or $30 a month. Adult lunch 

Galva to refurbish  
high school lockers 

Lunch fees to increase for 2023-24

Continued on Page 2

AID FOR REFUGEES
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Stark School board assigns committees, approves insurance

Families 
find refuge 
in Kewanee 

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   KEWANEE – Refugees from 
Afghanistan and Ukraine have 
been benefitting from the vision 
of a Kewanee woman. 
   Bobi Thonebury started Kewa-
nee Welcomes in 2022, a local 
organization designed to aid refu-
gees from other countries that are 
in turmoil.  
   “Kewanee Welcomes is a group 
of volunteers who help refugees 
resettle into the United States. It’s 
basically where the next crisis 
is,” representative Brandon 
Simpson said in describing the 
group.  
   He said there are similar organ-
izations elsewhere, but most are 
in larger cities  such as the Quad 
Cities and Peoria. 
   “Refugee families from other 
countries are matched with res-
cue organizations through efforts 

by the United States government, 
which acts as sort of a middle-
man for people looking for help 
and people looking to help,” 

Simpson said. 
   Kewanee Welcomes is funded 
solely through donations, volun-

Pictured above is the Borutski family who recently came from the Ukraine to set-
tle in the Kewanee area. They were aided by the organization "Kewanee Wel-
comes.. Submitted photo.

Continued on Page 2



teers and fundraisers. The 
group has a Facebook page 
and can be reached via 
email at kewaneewel-
comes@gmail.com. 
   Approximately 30 Kewa-
nee volunteers serve on the 
transportation team, doc-
umentation team, a reset-
tlement team and an 
employment team.  
   “We have a small army 
of volunteers to assist with 
setting up a refuge family,” 
Simpson said. “We have a 
housing team, which se-

cures places for them to 
stay mostly in Kewanee. 
The people are free, so 
once they feel comfortable, 
they can move on without 
being subsidized by Kewa-
nee Welcomes.” 
   Local landlords, the Mur-
ray Brothers, have been in-
strumental in securing 
local housing for the refu-
gee families. “They’re 
pretty easy to work with,” 
Simpson said. 
   Sometimes there is a lan-
guage barrier, but Simpson 
says that usually there is a 
person in the families who 
speaks English. For exam-
ple, the Borutski family 
have both a father and 
mother who speak English. 
Kewanee Welcomes uti-
lizes this fact to have the 

Borutskis act as inter-
preters for new families 
from Ukraine. 
   So far, Kewanee Wel-
comes has helped three 
Afghan and three Ukrain-
ian families set up new 
roots in Kewanee. Simp-
son speculates future fam-
ilies may be coming to the 
area from Cuba and Haiti. 
   Families are screened 
and informed that Kewa-
nee Welcomes is based in a 
rural area, since many for-
eign families believe the 
U.S. is made up of large 
cities, such as Chicago and 
San Francisco. Their con-

cept of the U.S. is skewed 
toward larger cities, Simp-
son said. 
   “The goal is for these 
families to become inde-
pendent. The family 
members are not looking 
for free things. They want 
to get back up on their own 
feet,” Simpson. “They are 
very proud and the fact 
they’re in this vulnerable 
situation doesn’t set right 
with them.”  
   He said Kewanee Wel-
comes exists to help these 
families transition from de-
pendent to independent cit-
izens of the United States. 
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GALVA BOARD: New facilities garner praise

STARK BOARD: Bids sought for junior high roof
let bids for the upcoming school year 
for bread, milk, Rebel Reporter and 
trash pickup. These bids will be 
opened and contracts awarded at the 
June 20 board meeting. 
   Monday, July 17, was set for the 
board’s Annual Summer Board Re-
treat. The morning meeting is from 8 

a.m. until noon followed by a 1:30 
p.m. board meeting. 
   Bids will be let for the Junior High 
School roof replacement. The win-
ning bid will be announced at the 
June board meeting. 
   After executive session, the board 
approved Colby Wall as bass fishing 
coach, Amy Wise as Junior High 

head softball coach and Kelsey 
Berchtold as elementary summer 
tutor. A two-year contract extension 
was approved through 2025-26 for 
Technology Services Director Mike 
Bunch. Lori Grinnell’s resignation as 
Title 1 aide/Rtl interventionist was 
accepted. Finally, pay increases were 
approved for non-certified personnel.

Continued from Page 1

will be $3.50 and extra milk is 
$0.25. 
   The board approved both the ele-
mentary and junior-senior high 
school handbooks for 2023-24. 
   Board President Andrew Larson 
said that during a large track meet 
held in Galva recently, there were a 
lot of compliments on new rest-
rooms and some calling the conces-

sion stand the best around. 
   “I am very proud, we have top-
notch facilities,” Larson said. 
   In personnel matters, the board ap-
proved: Ashton Cramer and Jett 
Olson as summer maintenance em-
ployees; Brynn Patty as 7th grade 
volleyball coach for the 2023-24 
season; Darcy Swanson as JV girls 
basketball coach for the 2023-24 
season.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Pictured above are recent winners of the 
Wildcat Pride Award. From left to right 
are; Braelyn Macklin, Macie Engstrom, 
Eli Woods, and Emma Woods. Photo by 
Carol Townsend.

REFUGEES: Murray Brothers secure housing

   WYOMING – In the 
May 5, 2023, edition of 
The Prairie News, it was 
reported that Wyoming 

resident John Carroll said 
his property “is being 
flooded with water” due to 
the construction of the new 
Family Dollar store.  
   Carroll addressed the city 
council and said, “A drain 
tube that is approximately 
three feet from my prop-
erty line so the water that 
will run off there goes right 
on me…” and “…there 
seems to be a better solu-
tion out there than just 
pouring water across the 
top of everybody’s prop-
erty.” 
   Carroll’s property has not 
been flooded, though he 
anticipates such with the 
way drainage at the site is 
currently set up. 

Clarifying ‘flooding’ in Wyoming



Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   5-2 - Mark R. Hammerich - Failure 
to reduce speed. 
   5-11 - James F. Burt - Driving 15-
20 mph above limit. 
   5-9 - Ashley N. Bankes - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   5-14 - Candy A. Taylor - Operating 
an uninsured vehicle. 
   5-14 - Serena M. Black - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   5-15 - Alexander W. Clawson - Op-
erating an uninsured vehicle. 
   5-14 - Kayla M. Damer - Operating 
an uninsured vehicle. 
   5-15 - Cristal Morales-Garcia - Op-
erating an uninsured vehicle. 
   5-6 - Christie L. Smick - Speeding 
35+ mph over limit. 
   5-13 - Chrysten D. Richardson - 
Unlawful use of cannabis and trans-
port/carry alcoholic liquor. 
   5-12 - Carl B. Brush - Speeding 
35+ mph over limit. 
   5-14 - Freddie P. Walker - Unlaw-
ful use of cannabis and 
transport/carry alcoholic liquor. 
Misdemeanors &  
Felonies 
   5-10 - Criminal misdemeanor - Mi-
chael J. Cooper - Unlawful posses-
sion of cannabis. 
   5-10 - Criminal felony - Harlan L. 
Grant, Jr. - Two counts of aggravated 
battery and resisting arrest. 
   5-12 - Criminal felony - Jonathan P. 
Knoblauch - Aggravated DUI/3. 
   5-12 - Criminal felony - Andrew J. 
Eagelston - Two counts aid/abet/pos-
session/sell a stolen vehicle. 
   5-15 - Criminal felony - James D. 
Swanson - Aggravated battery/use 
deadly weapon. 
Incidents & Accidents 
   5-4 - A deer-related accident oc-
curred on Route 91 north of intersec-
tion 500N. The driver involved was 
identified as Allen J. Chrostowski, 
46, of Peoria. No injuries were re-
ported but the vehicle sustained over 
$1,500 in estimated damages.  
   5-9 - Barbara S. Kolditz, Toulon, 
reported the burglary of a lawn 
mower, leaf blower and a weed 
trimmer from a rental storage unit lo-
cated on the east side of Toulon. The 
incident remains under investigation 
by the Stark County Sheriff’s Office.  
   5-10 - Harlan L. Grant Jr., 48, Wy-
oming, was arrested for battery, re-
sisting or obstructing a peace officer, 
obstructing a peace officer and dis-
orderly conduct. His cash bond was 
set at $500. Unable to post bond, he 
remains in custody at the Stark 
County Jail.  
   5-10 - Mason D. Johnson, 18, Wy-
oming, reported that his 1997 Chevy 
1500 truck was stolen from a res-
idence located in the 200 block of W. 
Williams St. in Wyoming. The ve-
hicle was later located at the Wyo-
ming Monument business. The 
incident remains under investigation 
by the Stark County Sheriff’s Office.  
   5-10 - Two vehicles were reported 
stolen from the 100 block of Fourth 
St. in Wyoming. Taken was a 2015 
Buick Sedan owned by Shannon 
Krause and a 2002 GMC pickup 
truck owned by Gary Krause, of 
Princeville. 
   The truck was later located in the 
area of West Agard and Seventh 
Street in Wyoming. The Buick Sedan 
was found parked at the Wyoming 
Monument business.  
   A 15-year-old Toulon juvenile was 

charged with theft of a vehicle, leav-
ing the accident of an accident, fai-
lure to report an accident and failure 
to reduce speed to avoid an accident. 
He was released to a parent with a 
notice to appear.  
   Also arrested in conjunction with 
the vehicle thefts was Andrew J. Ea-
gelston, 18, Wyoming, charged with 
two counts of theft of a vehicle, leav-
ing the scene of an accident, failure 
to report an accident and criminal 
damage to property. His cash bond 
was set at $2,000. Unable to post 
bond he remains in custody at the 
Stark County Jail.  
   5-11 - Tyler Q. Eberle, 31, Spar-
land, was issued a notice to appear 
for aggravated speeding and for 
speeding more than 35 mph over the 
speed limit. Eberle was ticketed for 
speeding 93 mph in a 55 zone.  
   5-13 - James D. Swanson, 20, 
Wyanet, was arrested for aggravated 
battery with a vehicle. He was taken 
into custody and transported to the 
Stark County Jail. No bond has been 
set.  
   5-14 - Jashae J. Zollicoffer, 23, 
Peoria, was cited for speeding 88 
mph in a 55 zone. He was also found 
wanted on a pending Peoria County 
warrant. Zollicoffer was taken into 
custody and then later posted $150 
cash bond in Stark County and $300 
cash bond on the pending Peoria 
County warrant. He was released 
with court dates to appear. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   5-8 - to the 300 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. 
   5-8 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. to remove an unwanted subject.  
   5-8 - to the 500 block of E. Divi-
sion St. for a theft complaint.  
   5-9 - to the 100 block of NW 6th 
Ave. for a theft and criminal trespass-
ing complaint.  
   5-9 - Officer was notified there was 
a crossing arm malfunction at the NE 
2nd St. railroad crossing. BNSF was 
contacted for repairs.  
   5-10 - to assist Stark County Medic 
with a medical emergency involving 
a subject collapsed on the ground on 
NE 4th Ave.  
   5-10 - to the 500 block of E. Divi-
sion St. for a complaint involving an 
unknown subject knocking on doors. 
Officer was unable to locate anyone.  
   5-11 - to the 1100 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a complaint involving a group 
of juveniles trespassing on property.  
   5-11 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 1000 block of SW 2nd St., 
Maelee Walton, 40, Galesburg, was 
arrested for driving while license sus-
pended. She was released with a re-
quired court date.  
   5-11 - to the 300 block of NE 8th 
Ave. for an unoccupied vehicle 
parked at a stop sign. Officer con-
tacted the owner and learned the car 
was out of gas. It was removed a 
short time later.  
   5-11 - Officer was notified about a 
telephone harassment complaint that 
was occurring south of Galva. They 

were referred to Knox County. 
   5-11 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd 
St. to assist a motorist who lost keys.   
   5-12 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a disturbance involving sev-
eral subjects screaming and yelling. 
As the result, Jason Pugliano, 46, 
Galva, was arrested on a Henry 
County warrant for charges of do-
mestic battery and unlawful restraint.   
He was taken to Henry County Jail.  
   5-12 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. to remove an unwanted subject.  
   5-13 - to the Galva Park District for 
a complaint involving damage to 
playground equipment. Park District 
maintenance was notified for repairs.  
   5-13 - Officer noticed a train had 
stopped and was blocking all Galva 
railroad crossings. BNSF was con-
tacted and the train moved along.  
   5-13 - to 400 block of SE 7th Ave. 
for a verbal domestic disturbance.  
   5-14 - to the 500 block of E. Divi-
sion St. for a theft complaint. This 
complaint was unfounded.  
   5-14 - to assist Stark County Medic 
with a medical emergency on SE 1st 
St.  
   5-14 - to the 500 block of W. Divi-
sion St. for a reckless-driving com-
plaint. Officer was not able to locate 
the suspect vehicle.  
   5-14 - to the 100 block of NW 2nd 
Ave. for an abandoned bicycle.   
   5-14 - to the 00 block of NE 4th 
Ave. for a welfare check.  
   5-9 - Michael McCormick, 33, 
Peoria, was issued a citation for oper-
ating an uninsured vehicle in the 900 
block of SE 2nd St.  
   5-13 - Jerry Lally, 59, Aurora, was 
issued a citation for speeding in the 
1100 block of SE 2nd St.  
   5-13 - William Vaughn, 37, Prince-
ville, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St. 
Property Transfers 
   5-8 - John L. Nowlan to Kyle D. 
and Renee L. Wallace - Culbertson's 
Westernn Add’n - Pt 24-13-5 NE and 
Pt block 6 lot 3 - Consideration = $0. 
   5-10 - R. Lynn and Sharon K. 
Keller to R. Lynn and Sharon K. 
Keller, Trustees - John Culbertson’s 
Eastern Add’n Pt Lot 10 and Wm. F. 
Thomas Add’n - 611 and 611.5 and 
613 and 613.5  E. Jefferson St.,Tou-
lon and 110 W. Williams St., Wyo-
ming - Consideration = $0. 
   5-11 - Linda M. Asbury to James 
and Rebecca Woith - Vg of LaFay-
ette block 18 lots 1, 2, 3 - 302 Madi-
son St., LaFayette - Consideration = 
$20,000. 
   5-12 - Margaret J. Stanton, Dec’d 
by Exec to Daniel J. Stanton, Sr., 
Succ Trustee - Sect 29-13-7 SE - 
Consideration = $0. 
   5-12 - Ivan L. Nelson, by Co-Ex-
ecutor to Jeff and Zachary Nelson - 
Bryton Subdivsion - Pt 19-13-6 SE - 
700 Downend St., Toulon - Consider-
ation = $0. 
   5-12 - Ivan L. Nelson by Co-execu-
tors to Jennifer Eberle, Lee Ann Huf-
nagel, Jeff, Marlene, and Zachary 
Nelson - Pt 11-13-5 NW - Considera-
tion = $0. 
   5-12 - Ivan L. Nelson by Co-execu-
tors to Marlene Nelson - Kings Sub-
division of Blk 3 of Culb. Western 
Add’n - Sect 3-13-5 SE NW Lot 9 - 
Consideration = $0. 
Marriages 
   5-12 - Jordan Leighanne Sparks, 
Wyoming and Daniel Lewis Kall-
brier, Macomb. 
   5-12 - Lindsay Nicole Martinez 
and Zackery Loren Brumley, both of 
Toulon.
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GUEST VOICES

Pride before the fall – with walking after
   Long before the arrival of ATVs, 
UTVs and even color TVs, the most 
used implement on the southern Il-
linois dairy farm of my youth was 
our own two feet.  
   Everyone from 
my parents to 
Uncle Honey to 
the hired men 
walked every-
where every day 
without com-
plaint or, as often 
was the case for 
my brothers and 
me, shoes. 
   My mother walked more than any 
of us. For decades, she was on her 
feet from before dawn until well 
after dark cleaning, cooking, can-
ning, baking and doing laundry. 
You name it, Mom did it on her feet 
and in a hurried, keep-up! pace. 
   Dad probably walked as much but 
his stride was less urgent. His day 
began with a starlit, 300-yard walk 
to the milking parlor and, after two 
hours of back-and-forth shuffling 
between cows (alongside the farm’s 
born shuffler, herdsman Howard) 
Dad walked home for breakfast. 
   After that it was work, work, 
work and walk, walk, walk. 
   Noon dinner and a brief nap broke 
Dad and Mom’s on-their-feet rou-
tine. 
   Then, right at 1 p.m., an afternoon 
of more working and more walking 
ensued until 4, when Dad would 
walk back to the house for a 
“lunch.” Ten minutes later he was 
walking to the dairy barn for two 
more hours of the milking parlor 
shuffle with ever-shuffling Howard. 
   Finally, around 7 p.m., Dad would 
make another quiet, alone walk 

home to another quiet, alone supper. 
   Those walks ended in the late 
1960s when, after nearly 20 years 
of farming, Dad bought a used Ford 
pick-up truck. It had two purposes: 
to carry an equally-used pick-up 
camper a couple of times a year and 
to carry Dad to and from the dairy 
barn daily. 
   It was a mid-1960s plowhorse, 
not a 2020s bejeweled showhorse. 
It had a bent tailgate, a clattering, 
six-cylinder engine and a three-
speed-on-the-tree transmission. Its 
air conditioning was two hand-
cranked windows, its power steer-
ing was your two arms, and its 
spring-filled bench seat sported the 
finest, cracked blue vinyl Detroit 
ever sold. 
   My brothers and I followed Dad’s 
cue. As we approached our mid-
teen years, each of us traded our 
growing feet for rubber tires, gaso-
line engines, and the rush of wind 
through our crew-cut hair. 
   Oldest brother Rich acquired a 
high-mileage Cushman motor 
scooter. It was fat-tired, primer 
gray, and almost impossible to start. 
Still, when running, it was a dream 
machine to any farm boy. 
   Shortly thereafter, second oldest 
David purchased a solidly built, 
homemade go-kart. It sat about four 
inches off the ground, a real hazard 
on our crowned rock road, but its 
baby Briggs & Stratton engine 
pushed it past 20 miles per hour. 
   That inspired me to weld together 
a short-lived duplicate; short-lived 
because Dad preferred his garden 
tiller engine on his garden tiller. 
   I soon out-machined everyone, 
though. Through an advertisement 
in Boys’ Life magazine, I bought –

for only $69! – a sparkling blue, 
factory-made minibike. The pur-
chase included a frame, wheels, 
handlebars, hand throttle, chain, 
centrifugal clutch and the promise 
of unparalleled freedom. 
   Mom was furious that I had pur-
chased a “death-trap” without her 
permission. For days, she predicted 
I would break my arm or neck – 
“Or both!” – the first time I rode it.  
   I assured her that nothing of the 
sort would ever happen. 
   Then, on my maiden voyage ac-
ross a frozen soybean stubble field, 
I crashed. Hard. 
   My arms and neck were fine; my 
pride and the minibike’s right han-
dlebar were in pieces. Somehow I 
got the broken machine back to the 
farm shop without Mom’s notice. 
There, David, a better welder than 
me, tacked the death-trap back to-
gether. 
   That minibike, again as good as 
new, ended my farm walking days 
forever. Better yet, I explored every 
back road, field road and road 
shoulder – all without a license for 
the minibike or myself – within 15 
miles of the farm. 
   Two years ago, my speedy, two-
wheeling days ended for good with 
a crash on my bicycle to make me, 
again, a full-time walker. 
   Pride, it’s said, comes before a 
fall. True enough, and it’s usually 
feet that come after it. 
     © 2023 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT
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By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   PRINCEVILLE – Dean Troutman 
is on the verge of another trek. And 
why not? 
   “It’s better than sitting in a damn 
house staring at a wall, or in a nursing 
home waiting for someone to change 
your diaper,” the 92-year-old Prince-
ville resident said last week. “Get out 
and do something. 
   “There’s a million things I can’t do, 
but by golly, I can walk.” 
   Can he ever. 
   Sunday morning at the Princeville 
Heritage Museum, Troutman is to 
begin an on-foot trip of more than 

350 miles. It would be the fifth long-
distance walk Troutman has at-
tempted with not-for-profit 
fundraising in mind. 
   This Troutman’s Trek is to head 
north -– across the state line to as far 
as Monroe, Wis. That’s about 125 
miles one way in a straight line from 
Princeville, but Troutman’s route is to 
take some twists and turns. Troutman 
expects to return home July 3. He 
plans to walk rain or shine. 
   As has been true for several of 
Troutman’s trips, this one benefits St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. In 
2016, Troutman walked 600 miles to 
the St. Jude base in Memphis, Tenn. 

The following year, he started but 
didn’t complete a walk from Texas to 
Princeville for St. Jude. 
   Troutman’s first long-distance voy-
age, in 2015, was a 700-mile loop 
around Illinois to raise money for his 
eponymous park in Princeville. It’s a 
memorial he built to his late wife, 
Peggy. 
   Troutman called this walk kind of 
short, relatively speaking.  
   According to granddaughter Carrie 
Christ, Troutman is to walk 6 to 10 
miles most days. Christ is to update 
the Troutman’s Trek Facebook page 
with his progress. Fundraising links 
are to be embedded on the page. 

Princeville’s Troutman starting another trek
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BRIEFS
Black Hawk honors 
Founders’ Scholars 
   GALVA – Black Hawk College 
recently honored 15 East Campus 
students for their academic excel-
lence with the 39th Annual 
Founders’ Scholars Awards. Local 
students included Carl Wright of 
Bradford and Laura Endress of 
Galva. They achieved a 3.80 cumu-
lative gpa at the end of the fall se-
mester; completed 30 credit hours 
at Black Hawk College with at least 
12 credit hours at the East Campus; 
completed an Associate in Arts or 
Associate in Science (transfer) de-
gree as the declared program per 
the grad app and applied for gradu-
ation by March 17, 2023. 
Galva library summer 
reading begins May 22 
   GALVA – Registration starts on 
May 22 for the Galva Library’s 
summer reading program. This 
years theme is “Find Your Voice-
Read!” 
   Each child will receive a calendar 
listing all special events when they 
register. Points and book bucks will 
not begin to be awarded until June 
2. 
   All participants will need to return 
all overdue books before participat-
ing. The program is free of charge. 

– Carol Townsend 

Bradford students help 
library lift fundraiser 
   BRADFORD – Bradford grade 
schoolers and junior high students 
have helped raise money for a new 
lift that is being installed in Bradford 

Public Library. 
   Each classroom had a donation jar 
to bring in loose change and dollars 
to put towards the project. The stu-
dents raised a total of $670.82. The 
two classes that raised the most 
money – the second and sixth graders 
– enjoyed ice cream from the Brad-
ford Snack Shack.    
Bradford Auxiliary 
readying for poppy sale 
   BRADFORD – Bradford Auxiliary 
Unit #445 will sell poppies on May 
27, from 8-11 a.m. The red poppies 
are to honor and memorialize fallen 

soldiers, as well as serving as a fund-
raiser to support veterans.  
   The Auxiliary will also participate 
in Memorial Day services on Mon-
day, May 29. Mary McCullough, a 
Gold Star Mother and member of the 
local auxiliary, will lay the wreath at 
the Bradford Cemetery. 
   Following services at the cemetery, 
the auxiliary will assist in a lunch at 
the Legion. Bring a covered dish to 
share. Barbecues will be provided. 
To prepare for the luncheon, 
members are asked to help clean on 
May 23 at 9 a.m.  

– Angie Stange 

At right, the Toulon Lions Club recently 
announced winners of their three $750 
scholarships for graduating seniors 
from Stark County High School during 
the Senior Awards Day. The recipients 
are, from left to right, Mark Wagner - 
Lion Ted Webster Memorial Scholar-
ship; Blair Snyder - Roger Hawk Me-
morial Scholarship; and Holly Winans - 
Swank Brothers Memorial Scholarship. 
Submitted photo.

The Galva Junior High Scholastic Bowl team finished with a 10-3 record and won the Lincoln 
Trail Conference. The team was awarded the Wildcat Pride Award at Monday’s night school 
board meeting by Junior Senior High School Principal Kurtis Smyth. Pictured from left to 
right, in the front row are: Mya Collins, Randal Engels, Danielle Wigant, Cayden Gustafson, 
Ethan Simoneaux, Angie McArthur and Kinsley Gale. In back, from left to right are: Megan 
Thuline, Abi Sellers, Brielle Jeffrey, Mason Williams, Eli West, Max Winter, Drake Hartman, 
Jace Sterling, Jayden Kamphaus and Coach Toni Pickard. Photo by Carol Townsend. 
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Congratulations to the 8th graders from . . .
BRADFORD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

 Nicolas Calderon  Joann Dozard  Shelby Bruecks  McKynna Gonzalez 

 Emma Howell  Mekaela Krohn  Colin Lambert  Olivia McDermott  Aiden Painter  Ryan Paton  Carter Peterson 

 Mason Thieben  Julius Tyus  Lilly Westfall

 Michelle Atchley 

Bradford Jr. High 
8th grade promotion  
Friday, May 19, 7 p.m.  

at the Bradford Jr. High School

Carlyn Fernetti

Gracie Rupp

Donavin Hoffmann
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TRIBUTE 
A TRIBUTE TO MIKE TARLETON 

   Mike and Dennie picked up a great trade from their Dad, 
Bill, in the service station business. So after the passing of 
Bill in 1986, the boys took over Tarleton’s Service Station. 
   Mike was a great mechanic working tirelessly each day 
on customers’ cars and trucks. They would even come and 
get your car, service it and bring it back to you with a smile. 
You don’t find that kind of service these days. Mike 
experienced an accident when he was a young man that left 
him with bad  legs and lots of pain. But he worked 6 days a 
week throughout it all for 35 years. Mike was a super great 
football player before the accident, and was inducted into 
the Galva Hall of Fame. His granddaughter, Ally, is following 
her Grandpa in the sports world. He would be so proud of 
her. 
   Mike loved Hook & Bullet, and was a great support and 
volunteer of it. But I’m hoping he got a little fishing in, too. 
Mike was a quiet, laid back man, and never wanted any 
attention. 
  Unfornately, Mike didn’t get a change to enjoy his 
retirement of only 2 years as health issues took over. But 
he had great caregivers in Deb, Meg and Shawn. 
God took him way too soon. We love you, Mike. 

Aunt Babe Nelson & Family 

By ANDREW ADAMS  
& HANNAH MEISEL 

Capitol News Illinois  
   SPRINGFIELD – As the General 
Assembly prepares to wrap up its 
spring legislative session this week, 
Democratic lawmakers are advancing 
a bill that would mandate job postings 
to include a salary range in a move 
they say would promote equity within 
the workplace. 
   Democrats in the Illinois Senate last 
week approved a measure that would 
require employers to list a pay scale 
and expected benefits for any position 
listed on a job posting. It would also 
create a regulatory structure for the 
Department of Labor to investigate 
violations of the proposed law.  
   House Bill 3129 passed with a 35-
19 vote. Because it was amended in 

the Senate, it now goes back to the 
House for consideration.  
   The bill would require expected pay 
disclosures from employers with 15 
or more employees in the state and 
would apply to things such as job 
board listings, newspaper ads and 
postings made by a third-party on be-
half of an employer.  
   If the bill becomes law, Illinois 
would join a growing number of 
states considering ways to make com-
pensation more transparent in the job 
application process. New York passed 
a law last year that requires all job 
postings include a minimum and 
maximum salary or wage.  
   Colorado passed a similar law that 
requires disclosing pay range and a 
general description of benefits in 
2019.  

   The salary transparency bill follows 
similar efforts in recent years aimed 
at making hiring practices more equi-
table, including a 2019 law that made 
it illegal for employers to ask about 
an applicant’s salary history as part of 
the interview process. 
   Under another bill soon to be sent 
to Pritzker’s desk, community college 
students in Illinois would be assured 
that class credits related to their 
chosen major in certain fields of 
study will be transferable to all public 
colleges and universities in the state. 
   Senate Bill 2288 passed the House 
on a unanimous vote last week.  
   Under current state law, four-year 
colleges and universities in Illinois 
can decide whether to accept commu-
nity college course credits as direct 
equivalents. 

Lawmakers pass job-posting bill requirement
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• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF                                      
ELAINE D. TUNNEY, Deceased        

No. 2023PR28 
AMENDED CLAIM NOTICE 

(Publication) 
   Notice is given of the death of 
Elaine D. Tunney. Letters of Office 
were issued on April 14, 2023, to 
Kathleen Tunney as Independent 
Representative whose attorneys 
are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before October 24, 2023. Any 
claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 5/12, 5/19, 5/26/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STARK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.., Plaintiff, 
v. JIMMIE D. BOATRIGHT; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants, 
Case No. 2023FC2 
   The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given you, Jimmie 
D. Boatright, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, that the 
said suit has been commenced in 

the Circuit Court of the Tenth 
Judicial Circuit, Stark County, 
Illinois by the said plaintiff against 
you and other defendants, praying 
for the foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the premises 
described as follows, to-wit: 
   Part of Lot Seven (7) of Block 
Three (3) in John Culbertson's 
Western Addition to the Town of 
Toulon, bounded and described as 
follows: Commencing at a gas pipe 
at the Northwest corner of said Lot 
Seven (7), said Block Three (3); 
thence in an Easterly direction, 
along the line between Lot Seven 
(7) and Eight (8), said Block Three 
(3), 151.95 feet to a gas pipe; 
thence in a Southerly direction, 
70.0 feet to a gas pipe; thence in a 
Westerly direction 151.95 feet to 
the Easterly line of Oak Street; 
thence in a Northerly direction 
along the Easterly line of Oak 
Street 70.0 feet to the place of 
beginning; situated in the County 
of Stark and State of Illinois. 
   526 North Oak Street, Toulon, IL    
61483 
   03-24-400-007 
   Now, therefore, unless you, 
Jimmie D. Boatright, Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants, and the said above 
named defendants, file your 
answer to the complaint in said 
suit or otherwise make your 
appearance therein, in the office of 
the Clerk of the Tenth Judicial 
Circuit, Stark County, Illinois, on or 
before July 1, 2023, default may be 
entered against you at any time 
after that day and a Judgment 
entered in accordance with the 
prayer of said Complaint. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/servic
e-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/faq/g
ethelp.asp or contact the Clerk of 
this Court. 
Andrew K. Weiss (6284233) 

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
One East Wacker, Suite 1250, 
Chicago, IL 60601 
Phone: 312-651-6700; Fax:  614-
220-5613   
Email: sef-
akweiss@manleydeas.com 
One of Plaintiff's Attorneys 
Published 5/19, 5/26, 6/2/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
OLIVER D JOHNSON, deceased 

No. 2023PR35 
   Notice is given of the death of  
OLIVER D JOHNSON.  Letters of 
Office were issued on May 8, 2023 
to MICHAEL J QUAGLIANO as In-
dependent Executor, whose attor-
ney is Michael E. Massie, of Massie 
& Quick, 115 NW 3rd Avenue, 
Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the 
representatives, or both, within six 
months from the date of first publi-
cation, the BAR DATE, and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten days after it 
has been filed. 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
115 Northwest Third Avenue 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 5/19, 5/26, 6/2/23 

• • • 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   Notice is hereby given that a ten-
tative budget and appropriation or-
dinance for the Clover Township 
Fire Protection District of Henry 
County, Illinois, for the fiscal year 
beginning May 1, 2023, and ending 
April 30, 2024, will be on file with 
the Secretary of the District and 
conveniently available to public in-
spection at Woodhull Village Hall, 
150 N. Division Street, Woodhull, 
Illinois, in said Fire Protection Dis-
trict, from and after the 25th day of 

May, 2023. 
   Notice is further given that a 
public hearing on said budget and 
appropriation ordinance will be 
held at 6:45 o'clock P.M., on the 
27th day of June, 2023, at the Fire 
Station, Woodhull, Illinois, and that 
final action on said ordinance will 
be taken by the Board of Trustees 
of the Clover Township Fire Protec-
tion District in Henry County, Illi-
nois, at a meeting to be held at the 
Fire Station, Woodhull, Illinois on 
said 27th day of June, 2023, at 
7:00 o'clock P.M. 
   By order of the Board of Trustees 
of said District. 
   Dated this 15th day of May, A.D. 
2023. 
            Clover Township Fire 
            Protection District 
            /s/ Larry Goff                       
            Larry Goff, Secretary  
Published 5/19/23 

• • • 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   Notice is hereby given that a ten-
tative budget and appropriation or-
dinance for the Galva Community 
Fire Protection District of Henry 
County and Knox County, Illinois, 
for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 
2023 and ending April 30, 2024, 
will be on file and conveniently 
available to public inspection at the 
residence of Mike Werkheiser, 
Treasurer, 4295 County Highway 
5, Galva, Illinois, from and after the 
25th day of May, 2023. 
   Notice is further given that a 
public hearing on said budget and 
appropriation ordinance will be 

held at 8:00 o'clock P.M., June 27, 
2023, at the Galva Fire Department 
- Police Station, 210 Front Street, 
Galva, Illinois, and that final action 
on said ordinance will be taken by 
the Board of Trustees of the Galva 
Community Fire Protection District 
of Henry County and Knox County, 
Illinois, at a meeting to be held at 
the Galva Fire Department - Police 
Station, 210 Front Street, Galva, Il-
linois, at 8:15 o'clock P.M., June 
27, 2023. 
   By order of the Board of Trustees 
of said District. 
   Dated this 11th day of May, 
2023. 
            Galva Community Fire  
            Protection District of  
            Henry County and Knox 
            County, Illinois. 
            /s/  Josh Hopping      
            Josh Hopping, Secretary 
Published 5/19/23 

• • • 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   Notice is hereby given that a ten-
tative budget and appropriation or-
dinance for the Bishop Hill 
Community Fire Protection District 
of Henry County, Illinois, for the 
fiscal year beginning May 1, 2023, 
and ending April 30, 2024, will be 
on file and conveniently available 
to public inspection at the Fire Sta-
tion of the Bishop Hill Community 
Fire Protection District in Bishop 
Hill, Henry County, Illinois, in said 
Fire Protection District, from and 
after the 25th day of May, 2023. 
   Notice is further given that a 
public hearing on said budget and 

appropriation ordinance will be 
held at 7:30 o'clock P.M., on the 
27th day of June, 2023, at the Fire 
Station in said Fire Protection Dis-
trict, and that final action on said 
ordinance will be taken by the 
Board of Trustees of the Bishop 
Hill Community Fire Protection 
District in Henry County, Illinois, at 
a meeting to be held at the Fire 
Station in the Village of Bishop Hill, 
in the Township of Weller, Henry 
County, Illinois on said 27th day of 
June, 2023, at 7:45 o'clock P.M. 
   By order of the Board of Trustees 
of said District. 
   Dated this 9th day of May, 2023. 
           Bishop Hill Community  
           Fire Protection District 
           By: /s/ Kent Youngstrom                        
           Kent Youngstrom, Secre-
tary 
Published 5/19/23 

• • • 
ASSUMED NAME  

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
on Friday, May 12, 2023, a certifi-
cate was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of STARK COUNTY, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post-office addresses of all the 
persons owning, conducting, and 
transacting the business known as: 
B FRAMED PHOTOGRAPHY, 162 
N. PEORIA STREET, BRADFORD, 
IL 61421. 
   Dated this 12th day of May, 
2023. 

/S/ Heather L. Hollis 
   County Clerk 

Published 5/19, 5/26, 6/2/23 

LEGAL ADS

Card of Thanks 
KUCUKAS 

I wish to extend a very heartfelt thank you to all the people who sent me birthday 
cards for my March 21st birthday. All the many cards I received really touched 
my heart. I appreciated the love and support that was sent in each card. Every 
one of them was a gift from God and they’ll be saved forever. Each card evoked 
precious memories that I am thankful to God for in both West Jersey and Toulon. 
God worked through each one of you to provide me with so much joy! Mere 
words cannot properly express my deep gratitude.   

Love & Blessings to all! 
Diane (Hotchkiss) Kucukas 
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Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey 
United Methodist Church 

  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday  

(Pastor), 2nd & 4th Sunday (Lay Speaker); 
West Jersey 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday (Lay Speaker), 2nd & 4th 
Sunday (Pastor); Toulon Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @ Toulon United Methodist Church 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 
 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
Wyoming Nazarene Church 

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
Toulon First Baptist Church 

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 

threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 
Wyoming United Methodist Church 

Pastor Rebecca Klemm 
302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   

309-606-9027 
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 

Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 
 

The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

OBITUARIES
  Ernestine Yerly 

   WYOMING – Former Wyoming, 
Ill., resident and business owner, 
Ernestine “Ernie” Yerly passed 
away willingly and peacefully in 
her sleep on May 13, 2023, at the 
age of 95.  
   Ernie was born on Jan.17, 1928, 
in Spring Valley.  
   She attended 
Logan Grade 
School and Hall 
High School, 
where she was an 
honor-roll student 
and graduate. She 
married Sebastian 
Yerly and proudly raised two sons, 
John Sebastian and Alan Kent, 
while working in the accounting de-
partment for the Moews Seed Com-
pany. In the early 1970s, the couple 
purchased the Riggs Greenhouse in 
Wyoming, which they then operated 
as the Yerly Greenhouse, until Sub’s 

death in 2002.  
   She enjoyed gardening, playing 
cards and traveling with her girl-
friends, taking bus trips to various 
destinations. Not a fan of the cold, 
Ernie would fly to Florida every 
winter to visit her youngest son and 
his family. She enjoyed her soli-
tude, but often opened her home to 
visits from her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, until she 
moved to Crystal Lake, Ill. to be 
closer to family.  
   After a few years living with her 
granddaughter, Ernie’s needs re-
quired that she move a few blocks 
away to Bickford Assisted Living. 
She lived the last of her years, en-
joying on-call staff, weekly in-
house hairdresser visits and 
mani-pedi lunch outings with her 
granddaughter.  
   Ernestine was preceded in death 
by her husband, her parents and 
eight siblings. Surviving are her 

two sons, John (Dolores [Dolly] 
VanVlerah) and Alan (Bud) (Anita 
Kay Arndt), five grandchildren and 
eight great-grandchildren.  
   Ever the pragmatist, Ernie was 
often heard to say, “I lived a full 
life, it’s time to go.”  
   Her visitation will be at the Has-
kell Funeral & Cremation Services 
in Wyoming on Sunday, May 21, 
2023, from 2-4 p.m. Her funeral 
mass will be at St. Dominic’s Cath-
olic Church at 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
May 22, 2023. Burial will follow in 
St. Dominic’s Cemetery.  
   Memorials contributions may be 
to St. Dominic’s Catholic Church in 
Wyoming.  
   Condolences may be left for 
Ernie’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com.

Yerly



FOR SALE 

• MUSHROOM COMPOST: for gar-
dens, flower beds and lawns. Black 
dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag for drive-
ways and landscapes, 1-3" rejects. 
Delivery is available. Kevin Eberle 
(309) 253-3462, Ron Eberle (309) 
253-5881, Kurt Eberle (309) 253-
7652. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 
• REFRIGERATOR/STOVE: Used 
white Frigidaire refrigerator with ice-
maker, comes from smoke free 
home, works great, $100. Also used 
GE electric stove, white, self clean-
ing oven, works great, $100. Call 
815-303-8207.  

FOR RENT 

• WYOMING: Two bedroom apart-
ment, $500 per month includes heat 
and water. No smoking, no pets. 
References required. Call 612-940-
5208. 

.SERVICES 

• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, farm 
equipment, grain bins, and also 
doing total farm clean up. Call Doug 
Lofgren at Spoon River Salvage 
(309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 26% 
Tax Credit.  Prices start as low as 

$9,525! Call today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, thermo-
pane vinyl replacement windows, in-
terior painting and electrical, by 
Denny Miller. Over 25 years of ex-
perience. We also do kitchens, 
baths, decks, steps and more. Small 
jobs welcome! Call me at (309) 995-
3364, LaFayette.

   “I was a little upset. But I 
couldn’t be that upset. I ran 
a 57.81 and that’s a huge 
PR and you learn from 
your mistakes,” Johnston 
said. “You learn from what 
you did wrong in the race. 
And state is the race that 
really matters anyway.” 
   Prelims for state were 
Thursday and the Class 1A 
finals are Saturday at East-
ern Illinois University in 
Charleston. Johnston fig-
ures to add medals to her 
collection, which already 

includes a high jump 
championship as a sopho-
more (when she cleared 5-
4.25) and an eighth-place 
medal in the 400 (1:00.47) 
that same year. 
   “I want to say I’ve got 
what it takes in all of them.  
But my ultimate goal is 
just to place in them and 
I’ll be happy with that,” 
Johnstons said. 
   At the sectional she was 
happiest with her finish in 
the 200, the second-to-last 
event of the evening. 
   “I was tired after that 

(400) and my legs were 
feeling like dough. I was 
nervous for the 200,” she 
said. “I really proved I’ve 
got what it takes. Even 
with jello legs, I got 
through it.” 
   Said Terwilliger, “I’m 
excited to get down there 
to see what she can do.” 
   Johnston, who has signed 
to run and jump for Mur-
ray State next year, will be 
joined at state by five other 
Rebels teammates.  
   Stark County sophomore 
Lauren Orwig broke her 
own school record in the 
shot put by another cen-
timeter with a throw of 36 
feet, 3.5 inches. That put 
her second at sectional be-
hind Laney Lester of 
Henry-Senachwine, who is 
seeded first heading into 
state. Orwig is well within 
reach of a medal with her 
No. 9 seeding. 
   Also qualifying was the 

4x800 relay of senior Paige 
Rewerts, sophomores Kea-
gan Hamilton and Sarah 
Kraklow and freshman 
Cheyenh Smith. Their time 
of 10:16.94 was good for 
fifth in a very deep field 
that ended up sending 
seven teams to state. The 
Lady Rebels are seeded 
13th after sectionals. 
   “Our 4x800 is young 
other than our senior. They 
ran not their best time, but 
they’re down there,” Ter-
williger said. “And once 
you get down there, as ev-
erybody knows, it’s any-
body’s race.” 
    • Boys sectional – The 
Stark County boys track 
and field team heads into 
today’s Class 1A sectional 
at Kewanee Wethersfield 
with plenty of athletes 
holding lofty seedings. 
   Senior Daniel Kieser is 
seeded first in 300 hurdles 
with a time of 42.83 sec-

onds and is second in the 
110 hurdles at 16.48 sec-
onds. 
   Kieser also runs a leg on 
the Rebels’ second-seeded 
4x100 relay, which in-
cludes Nolan Orwig, Avery 
Gerber and Luke Rewerts 
and has a season-best 
clocking of 44.14. 
   Colby Stotler is the next-
best state qualifying candi-
date in throwing events. 
The senior ranks second in 
shot put (47-9.25) and dis-
cus (135-10.75) behind 
only ROWVA-Williams-
field senior Brody Bledsoe. 
   Junior Matthew Bowser 
is seeded fourth in triple 
jump with a season-best of 

39-9.5 and is sixth in long 
jump and ninth in high 
jump. 
   Field events start at 3 
p.m. at Wethersfield. 
   The Rebels tuned up for 
the sectionals with the El 
Paso-Gridley Last Chance 
Meet last Saturday. 
   Kieser was fourth in 300 
hurdles (43.82) and sev-
enth in 110 hurdles 
(18.52). The 4x200 relay 
of Orwig, Luke Rewerts, 
Riley Masters and Avery 
Gerber was second in 
1:38.58. Stotler was sec-
ond in shot put with a 
throw of 47-5 and Bowser 
was fourth in triple jump 
(37-8.75).
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The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

Galva softball, baseball lose regional games

CLASSIFIEDS

TRACK: Johnston rated first in 2 events; boys have top seeds for sectional
Continued from Page 12

3967 Duncan Rd., Toulon • May 26, 27, 28 
Huge Indoor Garage Sale - Fri., May 26, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. - Sat. May, 27 8 
a.m. - 6 p.m. - Sun. May 28, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.. Two miles South of West 
Jersey, Ill. on Rt. 78.  Turn left on Duncan Rd - one mile down on the left. 
Lots of nice clothing: girls, boys, junior, misses and men’s (many name 
brands), shoes, jewelry, authentic purses and wallets, new kid’s bed sets, 
lots of new toys, Barbies, Disney, Nickelodeon, NaNaNa Surprise, Marvel, 
etc.  Tupperware, Thirty-One, Home Decor, Lots Pioneer Woman, kitchen 
items, rugs, Bath & Body, Victoria Secrets, set of stools, knick knacks and 
much, much more.  Way too much to mention! Come check us out!!  Not 
responsible for accidents!

GARAGE SALE

By The Prairie News 
   The Galva softball and 
baseball teams lost their 
opening games in regional 
action this week. 
   North Fulton defeated 
Galva 11-2 in a Class 1A 
Williamsfield Regional 
opener Monday. Lily Wi-
gant had an RBI for the 
Wildcats, who finished 2-
22. To finish the regular 
season, the Lady Wildcats 
lost May 9 and May 11 to 
Knoxville (10-0 and 12-2) 
and they lost a double-
header May 13 to Prin-
cevlle, 9-1 and 10-2.  
   In baseball, Galva was 
defeated 15-0 in its re-
gional opener by Midland 
Monday on the road. Jax-
son Meier pitched well, 
giving the Wildcats a 
chance, keeping the team 
within 2-0 and striking out 
six through the third in-
ning. 
   Unfortunately, errors 
piled up, and hits didn’t 
happen, as the game ended 
in four.  

   The Galva baseball pro-
gram is looking to the fu-
ture with the development 
of younger players by way 
of a junior-high program 
beginning this August.    
   • Stark County BB – Stark 
County and Coach Scott 
Paxson, currently with a 9-
16-1 record, were to open 
regional play Thursday at 
home versus Henry-Se-
nachwine. 
   “To be successful we will 
have to throw strikes, 
which has been a plus for 
us. We will have to play 
solid defense, which has 
been steady to solid this 
season,” Paxson said. “Our 
biggest concern will be 
taking advantage of oppor-
tunities. We will need to 
get runners home when 
they’re in scoring posi-
tion.” 
   “We feel like, as an un-
derdog, we are close to 
playing at a high level.”  
   The Rebels were outhit 
10-4 on May 11 in the first 
game of a Lincoln Trail 

doubleheader at Annawan-
Wethersfield. Cameron 
Watson had two of the hits. 
   In the nightcap, SCHS 
was held to three hits in a 
5-0 setback. Connor Daub 
knocked a double. Charlie 
Holmstrom and Ryne Hil-
lan each collected a single. 
Dillon Steelman gave the 
Rebels a chance from the 
mound, giving up two 
earned runs, six hits and 
three walks while striking 
out four. 
   Stark County lost a tough 
one, 7-6, to Midland May 
10 at home. Down 7-2 the 
Rebels battled back with 
four scores in their last at-
bat.  
   Connor Wagenbach 
drove in two runs. Watson 
and Tim Giesenhagen each 
contributed one RBI. Gie-
senhagen, Owen Gibler, 
Hillan, Steelman, and 
Daub all pitched.    
    • Stark County SB – In a 
regular-season game May 
12, Stark County defeated 
Monmouth-Roseville 2-1. 

Pitcher Shanna Peterson 
allowed only one hit.  
   Stark County’s Class 1A 
Kewanee Regional opener 
was set for Wednesday 
against host Annawan-We-
thersfield. 

Answers on Page 3

IESA: Newton 2nd in discus
(58.45) and fifth in the 
100 (12.92) and long 
jump (15 feet, 1 inch). 
   Hallie Newton also 
grabbed a second-place 
medal for Stark County in 
the 7-2A discus competi-
tion, throwing 74-9. 

   Her 7th-grade teammate 
Darilis Knobloch placed 
seventh in the 1,600 with 
a time of 5:47.01. 
   In the 8-2A boys meet, 
Reid Harris of Galva 
brought home a fourth-
place medal after clearing 
5-3 in the high jump. 

Continued from Page 12
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By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   FARMINGTON – In the immedi-
ate aftermath of her 400-meter sec-
tional race on May 10, Lindley 
Johnston was unhappy. Frustrated. 
But not heartbroken.  

   No, that was last 
year when a foot in-
jury kept the Stark 
County track and 
field phenom from 
even trying to qual-
ify for the state meet. 
   “It absolutely 
broke her heart that 
the foot wouldn’t 

hold up for her last year,” Stark 
County Coach Clint Terwilliger said. 
“So this has been on her mind since 
last May. I can guarantee you that.” 
   Evidently when Johnston puts her 
mind to something, it happens. Be-
cause by the end of the Farmington 
Class 1A sectional, she was smiling 

broadly and posing for social media 
pictures after a stunning evening of 
redemption. 
   In addition to winning the 100, 200 
and high jump, the senior also qual-
ified for the IHSA state track and 
field meet in the 400 with that sec-
ond-place finish. 
   And Johnston didn’t just win, she 
won impressively, posting personal-
best times in all three races at argu-
ably the deepest girls sectional in 
Class 1A. Evidence of her dom-
inance shows in the statewide seed-
ings after sectionals. Johnston ranks 
first in the 200 (25.47 seconds), sec-

ond in the 100 (12.45) and 400 
(57.81) and third in the high jump (5 
feet, 3.75 inches). 
   “Realistically, this is what we were 
waiting for. We knew this was going 
to happen because we saw the com-
petition coming,” Terwilliger said. “I 
think she did phenomenal. She did 
exactly what she needed to do.” 
   With one exception. Johnston said 
she learned that she needs to attack 
the first 200 meters more after that 
frustrating 400 race, in which she fin-
ished second to Daniella Bumber of 
Henry-Senachwine by 0.31 seconds. 

Johnston

By The Prairie News 
   EAST PEORIA – Bra-
dord 8th grader Dusti 
Smith won an IESA state 
championship in the 400-
meter race last Saturday at 
the EastSide Centre. 
   State champion as a 7th 
grader, Smith won the 8-
1A 400 race easily with a 
time of 59.53 seconds in 
the finals – four seconds 
faster than the runnerup. 
   Smith also placed sec-
ond in the 800, coming a 
step short of Effingham 
St. Anthony’s Isabella 
Keller. Keller finished the 
race in 2:21.60 and Smith 
was second in 2:21.68. 
Smith also ran second to 
Keller in the 1,600 with a 
time of 5:19.65. 
   Teammate Michelle At-
chley finished fifth in the 
shot put with a throw of 
28 feet, 2 inches. 
   Those two athletes 
boosted Bradford to 
fourth overall with 30 
points in 8-1A. Palatine 
St. Theresa topped 51 
scoring teams at the meet 
with 43 points. 

   In the 7-1A boys meet, 
Bradford’s Evan Kno-
bloch was fifth in the 800 
(2:18.72) and 1,600 
(5:07.56). 
   Stark County also had a 
strong showing in the 7-
2A IESA meet, placing 
sixth overall thanks to 7th 
grader Braxxten Gibson. 
He was second in the 200 
(25.56), third in the 400 

Stark County senior Lindley Johnston won the high jump on May 10 at the Farmington Class 1A 
track and field sectional by clearing 5 feet, 3.75 inches. Photo by Collin Fairfield.

Bradford 8th grader Dusti Smith 
made the most of her time on the 
EastSide Centre track last week-
end, winning three individual 
medals. Photo courtesy of IESA.

Back to 
state in 

style 
Stark County’s Johnston 
qualifies in four events 
after missing last year

Bradford’s Smith wins 
IESA state 400 title

The Prairie News Sports
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