
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – In addition to 
swearing in new members, the 
Wyoming City Council on 
Tuesday approved a new rate of 
pay for city employees 
   The rate of compensation for 
city employees was discussed in 
closed session. In open session 
the council did not discuss the 
new rates of cost-of-living ad-

justments and no information 
on this agenda item was forth-
coming. The Prairie News will 
submit a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act petition for the new 
pay rates, which are effective 
retroactively to May 1, 2023. 
   The council also approved 
two other resolutions. One au-
thorized a ninth disbursement of 
$13,641 to Leander Construc-
tion for work performed at the 

wastewater treatment plant. The 
other approved a $17,720 
change order request for  in-
creasing the conductor size to 
the aerator control panel along 
with piping and fittings for the 
wastewater project. 
   Jon Knoblauch, Spoon River 
Days representative, requested 
approval from the council for a 
proposed parade route. The 
parade would start at Thomas 

Park and proceed to Routes 
17/91 to the north, turn right to 
reach Seventh Street, turn right 
again to head south on a return 
to Thomas Park during the June 
10 celebration. Knoblauch told 
the council it is his intention to 
bring a carnival to Spoon River 
Days next year. 
   Newly reelected council 
members Jim Mercer, Steve 
Hansard and Dave Lindahl were 

sworn into office and seated by 
city attorney Justin Raver. 
Kathy Hardy chose not to run 
for reelection to Wyoming’s 
city council. Mayor Pat Maher 
has 60 days to appoint a new 
member to the city council re-
placing Hardy. 
   Wyoming resident and prop-
erty owner John Carroll told the 
council that since the onset of 
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Bradford school board seats new members 
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   BRADFORD – The Bradford 
School Board seated newly ree-
lected board members Tanya 
Walker and Brian Knobloch at its 
April 27 meeting.  
   A third candidate for the school 
board was not seated due to a con-
flict involving too many represen-

tatives from one area of the district. 
As a result, an appointment to the 
school board seat will occur in the 
near future. 
   Walker and Knobloch are joined 
by Reyna Barto-Colvin, Sherri 
Code, Brad Kieser and Jessica Pe-
terson to form the board of educa-
tion from the Bradford School 
District. Walker and Knobloch 

were elected to four-year terms on 
the board.  
   Elected and approved to two-year 
board terms were Walker as pres-
ident, Sherri Code as vice president 
and Jessica Peterson as secretary.  
   John Murphy did not seek reelec-
tion after serving for 10 years on 
the board. He was thanked and pre-

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

    BRADFORD – Colby 
James Stotler was awarded 
his Eagle Scout merit badge 
April 23 at the Leet United 
Methodist Church, which 
was witnessed by approx-
imately 75 people.  
   Colby is the son of James 
and Jodi Stotler of Bradford. 
He is a member of Scout 
Troop 1851.  
   Eagle Scout is the top 
achievement of the Boy 
Scouts of America program. 
It is estimated that approx-
imately 4-7 percent of Scouts 
earn this rank.  
   The presentation of Stot-
ler’s badge tops his participa-
tion in the Scouts.  
   Stotler earned Scout rank 
on Jan. 15, 2017, and pro-
gressed through the program 
earning 28 merit badges that 
were from various activities 
and fields from First Aid to 
electronics to lifesaving. 
   Stotler chose to refurbish 
the American Legion Post 
445 facilities located on State 

Route 93. He spent 115 serv-
ice hours beautifying the 
grounds by installing flower 
beds, refinishing picnic 
tables, relining parking col-
umn spaces and installing 
new signs. He also walked 
Route 93 picking up trash, 
placed wreaths on veterans’ 
graves and volunteered at the 
Legion’s fish fries. 
   Stotler joins more than 12 
million Boy Scouts who 
have become Eagle Scouts 
since 1912. He will attend 
the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville this fall and plans 
to play football. 

Eagle Scout 
Bradford’s Stotler earns top honor 

Continued on Page 2

WRECK ON 78

Continued on Page 2

Wyoming council swears in new members; raises staff pay

Pictured above is the accident that occurred May 2 on Illinois Route 78. Toulon, LaFayette and Kewanee fire departments re-
sponded to the scene, as well as Stark County Ambulance and Lifeflight. Submitted photo.

Pictured above, Jodi Stotler pins her 
son's Eagle Scout merit badge onto 
Colby Stotler’s uniform during his 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor. Photo by 
John A. Ballentine.
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sented with a plaque. 
   The board established the 
meeting dates as the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 
Bradford Grade School. 
   Superintendent Chad 
Gripp reported that the 
Junior High School gym 
floor was resurfaced April 
3, three trees were planted 
for a tree project at the 

Bradford schools in con-
junction with the Village of 
Bradford.  
   Gripp said May 19 at 7 
p.m. is 8th grade promo-
tion. Sixteen of 18 eighth 
graders will attend Stark 
County High School. 
   Gripp said a 2023 ten-
tative amended budget 
hearing is to be June 27 at 
7 p.m. at the grade school. 
A budget update shows 
revenues at $4,514,917 
with expenditures at 
$2,718,998. 
   The board approved a 
two-year extension of the 
joint cooperative athletic 
agreement providing stu-
dents in junior high a 
chance to play sports not 
offered in Bradford. 
   Approved was an exten-
sion to Bradford School’s 
bus lease. Three current 
buses will remain on lease 

for the next two years.  
   After executive session, 
the board approved the res-
ignation of Krystal Padilla 
as cheerleading coach and 
Jennifer Hardee as teacher. 
The board hired: April At-
kins as paraprofessional, 
Julie Pierce as 1st grade 
teacher and Tom Miller as 

music teacher. A contract 
amendment was OK’d for 
Padilla. 
   Highlights from past 
meetings include boiler 
room pipes requiring re-
pair, approval of a 2023-24 
school calendar and rehir-
ing of non-certified staff.  
   The board also accepted 
resignations from: Mr. Se-
pich as math teacher, Cait-
lyn Meaker as music 
teacher, Tosca Krider as 
scholastic bowl coach and 
Mrs. Kazubowski. 

BRADFORD 16 of 18 8th graders to attend Stark Co.

WYOMING: Flooding a problem for one resident

Continued from Page 1

construction of a Family 
Dollar store on South 
Seventh Street, his adja-
cent property is being 
flooded with water. Car-
roll said this is of major 
concern and a problem. 
   Superintendent Joe Kin-
sella reported his depart-
ment has hired Blake 
Orwig as summer help 
starting May 22.  
   Police Chief Jim Tiller 
said he will be on duty for 
today’s Cinco De Mayo 
celebration scheduled by 
1-11 Tacos’ owner Javier 
Samano. 

   The council heard re-
ports from Farnsworth 
Group representative 
Bridget Barry concerning 

Motor Fuel Tax plans to 
resurface Wyoming’s 
streets. Denny Rewerts 
also gave updates on new 

businesses and Greg 
McCauley reported on up-
dates at the water and 
sewer plants. 

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – The Stark County 
School Board held a special meeting 
April 26 to reorganize and to swear 
in recently elected board members.  
   Bruce West was reelected to the 
board and Joe Rediger and Dane 
Richards are new members who re-
place Dave Stewart and Matt Na-
gode, who did not run in the April 4 
election. 
   Office holders nominated and 
elected are Ann Orwig, president; 
Bruce West, vice president; and 
Emily Leezer, secretary. Rebecca 
Lane was approved as treasurer and 
recording secretary. 
   Office positions are two-year 

terms, while board members are 
elected to four-year terms. 
   The board established the third 
Monday of the month as its meeting 
date at 6 p.m. at the Stark County 

Elementary School cafeteria. The ex-
ception is Sept. 25.  
   The board meets next on May 15. 
Committee assignments will be made 
in the near future.

Pictured above are Stark County School board members being sworn into office. From left to 
right are Joe Rediger, Dane Richards and Bruce West. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

Stark Co. swears in school board members

Continued from Page 1

Wyoming City Attorney Justin Raver gives the oath of office to reelected council members (left to right) 
Steve Hansard, Dave Lindahl and Jim Mercer. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

John Murphy received a plaque 
April 27 for 10 years of service 
to the Bradford School Board. 
Photo by John A. Ballentine. Correction  

   Eagle Enterprises picks 
up large items in Galva 
on the first Wednesday of 
each month, not once a 
month. A $10 large-item 
sticker is needed. An 
April 28 article included 
incorrect information. 
The newspaper erred. 



Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   4-19 - Aracely E. Ramos - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   4-28 - Wesley J. Cozad - Driving 
11-14 mph above limit. 
Misdemeanors &  
Felonies 
   4-18 - Misdemeanor - Andrew S. 
McCarter - Bad checks/obtain con-
trol of property. 
Incidents & Accidents 
   4-18 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred on 350N at the intersection of 
50E. The drivers involved were Carl 
P. Ryan, 58, of Wyoming, and Jen-
nifer J. Bantz, 69, of Williamsfield. 
No injuries were reported, and no ci-
tations were issued. Both vehicles 
sustained estimated damages, over 
$1,500.  
   4-29 - A single-vehicle accident oc-
curred on 1600E north of 300N. The 
driver involved was identified as a 
16-year-old female from Peoria. The 
juvenile reportedly was traveling 
north on 1600E when she lost control 
traveling through the intersection on 
a gravel roadway and went into the 
ditch. No injuries were reported, and 
no citations were issued. The vehicle 
sustained over $1,500 in estimated 
damages.  
   4-22 - Stefanie C. Hartnett, 23, 
Chillicothe, was cited for driving 
with no vehicle registration and for 
driving with no insurance. She was 
released with a notice to appear.  
   4-24 - Holman J. Chavarria Bena-
videz, 26, Peoria, was arrested for 
driving without a driver’s license and 
for speeding 78 mph in a 55 zone. He 
posted $250 cash bond and was re-
leased with a court date to appear.  
   4-25 - Rebecca N. Barnes, 25, Tou-
lon, was arrested for resisting and or 
obstructing a peace officer. She was 
also found wanted on a warrant is-
sued by the Galesburg Police Depart-
ment. She posted $250 cash bond on 
the Stark County charge and $150 
cash bond on the pending Knox 
County warrant. She was released 
with pending court dates.  
   4-25 - Nikki L. Jeanguenat, 28, Ke-
wanee, was arrested for driving while 
her license was suspended and for 
disobeying a stop sign. She posted 
$250 cash bond and was released 
with a court date.  
   4-29 - Jacob D. Tramutolo, 22, 
Bradford, was arrested for driving an 
uninsured vehicle, illegal transporta-
tion of cannabis, and possession of 
cannabis over 30-grams. He posted 
$250 cash bond and was released 
with a court date to appear.  
   4-30 - Jennifer L. Moody, of Brad-
ford reported a possible burglary 
after telling authorities an unidenti-
fied individual had been in her ve-
hicle. No items were reported 
missing.  
   4-30 - Fabian Savala-Manzo, 20, 
Peoria, was arrested for illegal trans-
portation of adult use cannabis in a 
vehicle, driving without a valid 
driver’s license, speeding 70 mph in 
a 55 zone and possession of a con-
trolled substance listed as cocaine. 
He posted $250 cash bond and was 
released with a court date to appear. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   4-24 - While patrolling, officer lo-
cated a vehicle in the 900 block of W. 
Division St. that was parked but had 
headlights on and dome light on late 
at night. Nobody was around. Officer 

secured the car.  
   4-24 - to the 00 block of NE 3rd St. 
for a loose-dog complaint. Officer 
recognized the dog and returned it to 
its owner in the 400 block of N. 
Center Ave.  
   4-24 - to assist Knox County with 
transporting a transient who was 
walking from California to Germany.  
Subject was transported several miles 
north of Galva, as he wanted to go 
toward Interstate 80 on his journey. 
   4-24 - to the 00 block of NE 4th 
Ave. for a civil complaint involving a 
subject refusing to pay for services 
rendered.  
   4-25 - to Lincoln House for a park-
ing violation in a handicapped spot. 
Subject had permission from a tenant 
to park there for a few minutes to 
load an item.  
   4-25 - to the 600 block of NW 1st 
St. for a battery complaint. A group 
of juveniles had reportedly battered 
another juvenile at Wiley Park. Of-
ficer was unable to find the suspects.  
   4-26 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. to check the welfare of a subject 
laying on the porch. The subject was 
fine.  
   4-26 - to the 100 block of NE 2nd 
St. for a theft/civil property dispute.  
   4-26 - to the 00 block of NW 4th 
Ave. for a verbal domestic dispute.  
   4-27 - to the 200 block of NW 1st 
Ave. for a theft complaint. 
   4-27 - to the 00 block of NW 5th 
St. for a loose-dog complaint. The 
dog was returned to its owner.  
   4-27 - to the 300 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a loose-dog complaint. The 
dog was returned to its owner.  
   4-28 - to a residence on NW 4th St. 
for a disoriented subject walking 
around and talking incoherently. Sub-
ject was transported to the hospital 
by a family member.  
   4-28 - Officer was flagged down by 
a citizen who had a complaint in the 
900 block of SE 2nd St. Officer was 
able to assist the subject.  
   4-28 - to the 200 block of S. Ex-
change St. for a domestic disturbance 
that occurred elsewhere. This re-
mains under investigation.   
   4-28 - to the 200 block of NW 6th 
Ave. for a neighbor dispute. 
   4-29 - to a two-vehicle accident 
with damage only at the intersection 
of Main Street and NW 2nd Avenue.  
A crash report was completed.  
   4-29 - to the 100 block of NW 6th 
Ave. for a landlord/tenant dispute.   
   4-30 - to the 200 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a physical disturbance involv-
ing juveniles with weapons. This re-
mains under investigation.   
   4-25 - Melissa McGwire, 36, 
Galva, was issued an administrative 
warning ticket for accumulation of 
junk in the 400 block of S. Center 
Ave.   
   4-25 - Timothy Rumbold, 55, 
Galva, was issued citations for dis-
obeying a stop sign and operating an 
uninsured vehicle in the 400 block of 
SE 2nd St.  
   4-26 - Lerin Mallery, 33, Galva, 
was issued an administrative warning 
ticket for failure to maintain property 

in the 200 block of NE 6th St. 
   4-26 - Bryce Glisan, 32, Galva, 
was issued an administrative warning 
ticket for failure to maintain property 
in the 200 block of NE 6th St.  
   4-28 - Anna Bamburova, 63, Chi-
cago, issued a citation for speeding in 
the 600 block of W. Division St.  
   4-28 - Megan Sturtevant, 33, 
Galva, was issued a citation for oper-
ating a motor vehicle when registra-
tion was suspended for no insurance.  
She was released with a court date.  
   4-29 - David Girdler, 75, Rio, was 
issued a citation for speeding in the 
1200 block of SE 2nd St. 
   4-29 - Patricia Diaz, 42, Kewanee, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1000 block of SE 2nd St. 
   4-29 - Daren Sall, 76, Cambridge, 
was issued a citation for operating an 
uninsured vehicle in the 500 block of 
SE 6th St.  
   4-29 - Susann Kuthan, 71, Kewa-
nee, was issued a citation for operat-
ing an uninsured vehicle in the 1200 
block of SE 2nd St.  
   4-29 - Michelle Barringer, 49, Tis-
kilwa, was issued a citation for 
speeding in 1200 block of SE 2nd St.  
   4-29 - Janet Rouse, 49, Bradford, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1100 block of SE 2nd St. 
   4-29 - Degan Dozard, 18, Peoria, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1100 block of SE 2nd St. 
Peoria County Report 
   KICK  APOO -  A Toulon woman 
backed her vehicle into another as 
she was leaving a Kickapoo gasoline 
station, authorities stated. 
   Valerie L. Daum’s 2011 Chevrolet 
Malibu struck a 2006 Chrysler 300 
parked about 3 p.m. April 18 outside 
the Shell station at 7116 N. Kicka-
poo-Edwards Rd., according to a 
Peoria County Sheriff’s Office re-
port. A Peoria woman was listed as 
owner of the Chrysler. 
   No injuries were reported, but the 
Chrysler sustained a large dent near 
the driver’s-side rear door. 
   MAPLETON – Shortly after 6 
a.m. April 18, Lea Marie Delabar of 
Toulon was driving a Ford Edge 
south in the 8900 block of Cameron 
Ln. near Mapleton when the vehicle 
hit a deer that entered the roadway 
from the east. Delabar and her pas-
senger reported no injuries, accord-
ing to a Peoria County Sheriff’s 
Office report. The vehicle sustained 
disabling front-end damage and was 
towed. The deer was found dead in a 
west-side ditch. 
   BRADFORD – Raven Grinslade, 
31, of Bradford was arrested shortly 
before 3:30 a.m. April 30 and was 
being held for another law-enforce-
ment agency, according to the Peoria 
County Sheriff's Office. 
Property Transfers 
   4-24 - Robert Dean Huffman to Be-
thany Baptist Church of Peoria - Pt 
Lt 5 Assrs Sub Sect 2-12-6 NE - 406 
S. Sixth St., Wyoming - Considera-
tion = $0. 
   4-24 - Kevin W. and Taylor J. Frye 
to Anthony T. and Elissa R. Potter - 
Turner's Add’n block 2 lot 4 - 309 S. 
Miller St., Toulon - Consideration = 
$177,500. 
   4-26 - Bradley J. and Valerie Bark-
ley to James W. and Lauri M. Young 
- Pt 4-14-7 SE - Consideration = 
$495,000. 
   4-27 - Jerry Wilson to Sharon Hunt 
and Christopher Lease - VG of La-
Fayette Pt block 3 - 101 W. Washing-
ton St., LaFayette - Consideration = 
$15,000.
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

GUEST VOICES

   There haven’t been milk cows on 
this farm since the early 1960s, but 
lately our cows seem to have been 
channeling their behavior. AJ re-
members, not fondly, the docile 
fawn-and-white guernseys with their 
rich yellow milk, milked by hand 
twice a day.  
   The milk was separated and the 
cream sold to the creamery in Galva 
to be made into butter. The skimmed 
milk was mostly fed to the hogs, also 
not fondly remembered. In the later 
years, whole milk was sold to the 
Kraft cheese plant in Toulon and 
picked up by Paul 
Hamilton.  
   There were 
never more than 
eight or nine milk 
cows at any time, 
typical for small 
farms of those 
days. They lived 
in the little pas-
ture, while the 
two dozen or so 
beef cows had the big pasture. 
   Now we have three times that 
many cows, and they are the love of 
AJ’s life. Unlike the dairy cows, ho-
wever, few of ours have names. Pet 
is one who does. She earned her 
name by expecting … demanding … 
to be petted any time there is some-
one near her. In fact, if AJ and Matt 
go to the pasture to feed hay or corn, 
Pet will quickly position herself in 
front of AJ and will … not … move 
until he pets her. 
   As we entered the home stretch of 
calving season, Pet was one of a 
dozen or so cows left to calve. At 8 
years old, she has learned the rou-
tines of the calving lot well. Each 
evening, AJ and Matt bring the cows 
most likely to calve up onto the plat-
form and give them a little corn in 
the feed bunks there. While the cows 
eat, the men walk through them, 
carefully studying the tail end and 
udder of each to detect any changes 
that would indicate they are close to 
giving birth.  
   Pet doesn’t immediately eat corn, 
though. She has to have her pets 
first. She will usually just sidle up to 
the closest human and slowly lean 
into them until she gets her back 
scratched. It’s hard to ignore a 
1,400-pound cow. 
   Matt constructed two pens in the 

lean-to of the west barn, leaving an 
alleyway along the south wall so we 
can walk cows into the three stalls in 
the main part of the barn. There is a 
door from the lean-to into the cow 
stanchions where the milking was 
done in the past, and that area has 
been made into a pen as well.  
   The rest of the lean-to is bedded 
and can be used to calve if the pens 
are full. Most evenings, AJ and Matt 
confer to decide who goes where. 
During the day, however, they swing 
the long gate across the doorway and 
pull the big sliding door shut so the 
cows stay on the cement or go into 
the lean-tos of the east barn. 
   Pet had been in this cohort of 
ladies in waiting for a week or more, 
so she was accustomed to being ush-
ered in to one of the two pens in the 
lean-to. Then one day AJ went out to 
check on them just before lunch. He 
saw most of the cows in the east 
barn and a couple on the cement, but 
he didn’t see Pet anywhere. He no-
ticed the door to the west barn was 
open, but knew the gate had been 
closed, so where was Pet?  
   As it turned out, she had taken 
matters into her own … hooves. 
When she felt the onset of labor, she 
instinctively sought out a safe, some-
what secluded space to give birth. 
She knew where she was supposed 
to go.  
   First, she had to open the sliding 
door and must have pushed it with 
her head. She opened it enough to 
get in, but did not shove it so far that 
the rollers went off the track. She 
must have been annoyed to then find 
the gate shut and chained, but again, 
she used her head, this time to rub 
the chain out of the slot on the gate. 
She couldn’t figure out how to get 
into the pen where she had spent the 
past several nights, but the end of the 
lean-to was well bedded and that is 
where she had her baby. 
   As the weather got milder it was 
less critical to assure that any cow 
likely to have a calf spent the night 
in a barn. And some nights there 
wasn’t anyone who looked particu-
larly like she was about to calve. 
One such night five selected cows 
were given the run of the barns.   
They ate their corn and when AJ and 
Matt finished chores they were just 
tooling around on the cement, chew-
ing cud.  

   When AJ went out just before mid-
night to check them, he was some-
what surprised to find that they had 
all put themselves in the barn and 
two had let themselves into pens, 
which this time had been left open. 
One heifer had even shut her own 
gate! 
   Even though the milk cows are 
long gone, cows will be cows, and 
ours are happy to be well organized, 
with or without our guidance. 

Salad Shakers 
• 1 pound Ground Beef (95% lean) 
• 2 teaspoons minced garlic 
• 1/4 cup water 
• 2 tablespoons chili powder 
• 2 teaspoons ground cumin 
• 1 package (10 to 12 ounces) ice-
berg or romaine salad mix (lettuce, 
red cabbage, carrots) 
• 1 cup diced tomato 
• 1/2 cup canned black beans, rinsed, 
drained 
• 1/2 cup frozen corn, defrosted, 
drained 
• 1/2 cup shredded Cheddar cheese, 
(optional) 
• 1/2 cup prepared ranch dressing 
• 1/4 to 1/3 cup Crunchy Tortilla 
Strips (recipe follows) or crushed 
baked tortilla chips (optional) 
Directions: 
   1. Brown ground beef with garlic 
in large nonstick skillet over medium 
heat 8-10 minutes, breaking beef up 
into 1/2-inch crumbles.    
   Pour off drippings, if necessary. 
Stir in water, chili powder and 
cumin; cook and stir 1 minute to 
blend flavors. Cool slightly. 
   2. Place salad mix, beef, tomato, 
beans, corn and cheese, if desired, in 
large bowl with lid. Top with dress-
ing; close lid securely or cover bowl 
tightly with plastic wrap. Shake 
gently to combine. Top with tortilla 
strips, if desired. 
   Crunchy Tortilla Strips: Cut two 
corn tortillas in half, then crosswise 
into ¼-inch-wide strips. Place strips 
in single layer on baking sheet. 
Spray tortilla strips lightly with non-
stick cooking spray. Bake 4-8 mi-
nutes at 400ºF or until crisp. 
   Cook’s Tip: You can substitute your 
favorite dressing for ranch dressing. 
 Jeanne Harland is a cow-calf producer in 
Knox County where she and her husband, 
AJ, also raise corn, soybeans, oats and 
turnips.

Current cows raise memories of milkers of old

Jeanne 
HARLAND
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   The Henry and Stark 
County Health Depart-
ments and First Choice 
Healthcare remind res-
idents they are once again 
offering monthly CPR 
certification classes. 
   Heart disease is the 
leading cause of death for 
men and women in the 
United States.  
   CPR training will teach 
participants to recognize 
and care for breathing and 
cardiac emergencies in in-
fants, children and adults.  
Instruction will also be 
given on how to recognize 
emergencies and actions 
to take, and understanding 
the role of Automated Ex-
ternal Defibrillators in the 
Cardiac Chain of Sur-

vival. 
   CPR classes are held the 
fourth Tuesday monthly.  
The class will be held at 
the Health Department of-
fices, 110 N. Burr Blvd., 

Kewanee.    
   Classes run from 4-6 
pm. Cost is $45. Anyone 
interested should call the 
health department at (309) 
852-0197. 

Health depts. offer free CPR classes
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BRIEFS
Stark FFA advances to 
State Envirothon 
   TOULON –Students from Taylor 
Wilkinson’s Stark County High 
School FFA program advanced to the 
State Level Envirothon Competition 
after winning local Land Use Coun-
cil 2 Envirothon. 
   The 27th Illinois Envirothon was in 
Monticello on May 3-4. Stark 
County was represented by Garrett 
Bruecks, Logan Goerks, Katelynn 
Allen, Colby Stotler and Chelsey 
Stotler. Stark County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD), 
along with other local Illinois Con-
servation Districts, runs the annual 
competition. 

Smith earns Fairfield 
Memorial Scholarship 
   WYOMING – Kailey Smith, of 
Stark County High School, is the 
2023 recipient of the Stacey Fairfield 
Memorial Scholarship. Smith is the 
daughter of Nicole Bent of Wyoming 
and is a senior at Stark County High 
School where she is a member of the 
National Honor Society and partici-

pates in many FFA activities. 
   Smith plans to earn her associate’s 
of science degree at Black Hawk 
College. After that, she plans to 
transfer to either Bradley University 
or Purdue in pursuit of a bachelors in 
biology. Smith then intends to apply 
to the veterinary medicine program at 
the University of Illinois. Upon re-
ceiving her Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine, she plans to work for a 
few years, then go back to school to 
specialize in her favorite field.  
Galva church offers free 
Mother’s Day breakfast 
   GALVA – The First Baptist Church 
at 211 NW 4th Ave., Galva, will host 

a free breakfast on Sunday, May 14 
from 9-10 a.m. There will be a gift 
basket for the person bringing the 
most family and gifts for every 
mother. For more information call 
the church at (309) 932-2713. 

College graduates 
   • Several local students completed 
their respective program require-
ments at Black Hawk College - East 
Campus during the spring 2023 se-
mester. They are: Carli Wright of 
Bradford; Thomas Conner, Laura 
Endress, Holly Hoenig, Gillian 
Jurgensen, Cal Larson, Aidan 
Moore, all of Galva; Sierra Force 
and Aleah Wykert of Princeville; 
Nicole Dolieslager, Tristan Gerber, 
Ashley Giesenhagen, Kaitlynn Irv-
ing, and Te'a Olmsted, all of Toulon. 

Et cetera 
   • LaFAYETTE – Alexander Welch 
of LaFayette will serve as one of five 
marshals at the WIU-QC combined 
graduate and undergraduate com-
mencement at 1 p.m., on Sunday, 
May 14, at the Vibrant Arena at The 
Mark in Moline.

Pictured are the five Stark County High 
School FFA students who advanced to the 
state Envirothon. From left to right are: Gar-
rett Bruecks, Logan Goerks, Katelynn Allen, 
Colby Stotler and Chelsey Stotler. 
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For The Prairie News 
   BRADFORD – The 
Bradford Community 
Scholarship Fund held its 
Senior Recognition Cere-
mony for Bradford gradu-
ating seniors. These 
students may attend two 
different high schools, but 
they are the responsibility 
of BCUSD #1 and remain 
in the minds and hearts of 
their community.  
   The seniors were re-
united one last time as sev-
eral awards and 
scholarships were pre-
sented, along with awards 

that were previously pre-
sented at the Bradford 
High School graduation 
ceremonies. 
   Awards are as follows: 
   •American Legion Post 
445 Awards: Colby Stot-
ler and Lily Atteberry. 
   • Stark County Masonic 
Lodge Award, the Marga-
ret K. Poe Scholarship, 
and the Bradford Alumni 
Award: Colby Stotler. 
   • Mark Verstraete Lead-
ership Award: Sam Rouse 
and Colby Stotler. 
   • Duane Stewart Music 
Award: Lily Atteberry, 

Violet Krider, and Colby 
Stotler. 
   • Michael Mootz Ath-
letics Award: Sam Rouse 
and Colby Stotler. 
   • Douglas Tucker Busi-
ness Award: Sam Rouse. 
   • Sally Vanzant Math-
ematics Award: Violet 

Krider, Jordan McCau-
ley, and Sam Rouse. 
   • Francis Clark Agricul-
ture Award: Charlie 
Rouse and Colby Stotler. 
   • Bradford Community 
Scholarship Fund Awards: 
Lily Atteberry, Violet 
Krider, and Sam Rouse.

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
MARY VANDEMORE KRISTAN, 

deceased 
No. 2023PR24 

   Notice is given of the death of 
MARY VANDEMORE KRISTAN.  
Letters of Office were issued on 
April 13, 2023 to LINDA I. PONT, 
as Independent Executor whose 
attorney is Michael E. Massie, of 
Massie & Quick, 115 NW 3rd 
Avenue, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the 
representatives, or both, within six 
months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
115 Northwest Third Avenue 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 4/21, 4/28, 5/5/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF:  
SHARON L. DEAHL, 

No. 2023-PR-27 
Deceased  

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Sharon L. Deahl. Letters of Office 
were issued on April 13, 2023  
to Janelle L. Ouart and Jill L. 

Bullock, as Independent Executors 
whose attorneys are Barash &  
Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County,  
Cambridge, Illinois or with the 
representative, or both on or 
before October 20, 2023.  
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed  
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within l0 days 
after it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you  
must first create an account with 
an e-filing provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/serviceprovi
ders.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
lp.asp. Or talk with your local 
circuit  
clerk’s office. 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for Executor  
P.O. Box 165  
Galva, IL 61434  
(309) 932-2001  
everettr@barashlaw.com  
Published 4/21, 4/28, 5/5/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
HELEN L. HAGY, deceased 

No. 2023PR23 
   Notice is given of the death of 
Helen L. Hagy.  Letters of Office 
were issued on April 10, 2023 to 
Laura E. Ensley, as Independent 
Executor whose attorney is Michael 
E. Massie, of Massie & Quick, 115 

NW 3rd Avenue, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the 
representatives, or both, within six 
months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
115 Northwest Third Avenue 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 4/21, 4/28, 5/5/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF                                       
ELAINE D. TUNNEY, Deceased        

No. 2023PR28 
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Elaine D. Tunney. Letters of Office 
were issued on April 14, 2023, to 
Omar Favela as Independent 
Representative whose attorneys 
are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before October 24, 2023. Any 
claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 

e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 4/21, 4/28, 5/5/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF                                       
ELAINE D. TUNNEY, Deceased        

No. 2023PR28 
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Elaine D. Tunney. Letters of Office 
were issued on April 14, 2023, to 
Omar Favela as Independent 
Representative whose attorneys 
are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before October 24, 2023. Any 
claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  

   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 4/21, 4/28, 5/5/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
BRANDON PERRY KERG, 

deceased 
No. 2023PR30 

   Notice is given of the death of  
BRANDON PERRY KERG.  Letters 
of Office were issued on April 21, 
2023 to BRUCE A. PALMER, JR., 
as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Michael E. 
Massie, of Massie & Quick, 115 
NW 3rd Avenue, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the 
representatives, or both, within six 
months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
    Massie & Quick, LLC 
    Attorneys for Estate 
    115 Northwest Third Avenue 
    Galva, IL 6l434 
    Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 4/28, 5/5, 5/12/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF:  
DWAIN D. WARNER, No. 
2023PR32 
Deceased  

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Dwain D. Warner. Letters of Office 
were issued on April 25, 2023, to 
Elaine F. Warner as Executor of the 
Will of Dwain D. Warner, deceased, 
whose attorneys are Barash & 
Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, 
or both on or before October 31, 
2023.  
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after 
it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/serviceprovi
ders.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
lp.asp. Or talk with your local 
circuit  
clerk’s office. 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for Executor  
P.O. Box 165  
Galva, IL 61434  
(309) 932-2001  
everettr@barashlaw.com  
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LEGAL ADS

Seniors recognized at Bradford ceremony

Pictured are the Bradford seniors honored at the senior recognition 
ceremony. Photo by Becki Hoffert.
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Judge blocks Illinois assault weapon ban
By PETER HANCOCK 

Capitol News Illinois 
  SPRINGFIELD – A fed-
eral judge in East St. 
Louis issued an order last 
week blocking enforce-
ment of Illinois’ ban on 
assault weapons and high-
capacity magazines until a 
lawsuit challenging the 
law is resolved. 
   Judge Stephen P. 
McGlynn, of the Southern 
District of Illinois, said the 
law known as the Protect 
Illinois Communities Act, 
or PICA, is likely to be 
found unconstitutional 
when the case goes to trial 
and the plaintiffs in the 
consolidated cases will 
suffer harms without a 
preliminary injunction to 
block its enforcement. 

   In a 29-page opinion, 
McGlynn acknowledged 
that the law was passed in 
the wake of a mass shoot-
ing at an Independence 
Day parade in Highland 
Park last year. But he said 
the “senseless crimes of a 
relative few” cannot be 
used to justify abridging 
the constitutional rights of 
law-abiding citizens. 
   Citing a U.S. Supreme 
Court case that was de-
cided less than two weeks 
before the Highland Park 
shooting, New York State 
Rifle and Pistol Associa-
tion v. Bruen, he said the 
Constitution guarantees an 
individual right to keep 
and bear arms for self-de-
fense. 
   “More specifically, can 

PICA be harmonized with 
the Second Amendment of 
the United States Consti-
tution and with Bruen?” 
McGlynn asked rhetori-
cally in the opinion. “That 
is the issue before this 
Court. The simple answer 
at this stage in the pro-
ceedings is ‘likely no.’” 
   McGlynn’s decision 
came less than a week 
after another federal 
judge, Lindsay Jenkins, of 
the Northern District of Il-
linois, reached an opposite 
conclusion and denied a 
motion to halt enforce-

ment of the law. Plaintiffs 
in that case have indicated 
they intend to appeal to 
the Seventh Circuit Court 
of Appeals. 
   Based on other recent 
U.S. Supreme Court cases, 
McGlynn said the state 
needed to show that the 
items being banned are 
not in “common use” and 
that they are the types of 
firearms that have been 
regulated historically. 
   He also noted that last 
week’s ruling was not a 
final resolution of the 
case. 
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Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey 
United Methodist Church 

  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday  

(Pastor), 2nd & 4th Sunday (Lay Speaker); 
West Jersey 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday (Lay Speaker), 2nd & 4th 
Sunday (Pastor); Toulon Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @ Toulon United Methodist Church 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 
 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
Wyoming Nazarene Church 

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
Toulon First Baptist Church 

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 

threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 
Wyoming United Methodist Church 

Pastor Rebecca Klemm 
302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   

309-606-9027 
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 

Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 
 

The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

OBITUARIES
Donald L. Harlan 

   TOULON – Donald L. Harlan, 77, 
of Toulon, passed away at 5:05 a.m. 
Sunday, April 30, 2023, at OSF St. 
Francis Medical Center in Peoria.  
   Donald was 
born on April 21, 
1946, in Peoria to 
Wilbert W. and 
Lavonia Mae 
(Barrett) Harlan.  
   Surviving are 
three children, 
Daniel Harlan, 
Linda (James 
Lester) Harlan and James (Heather) 
Harlan all of Toulon; five grandchil-
dren, Kyle (Lea) Harlan, Adrieanah 
(Jalin) Harlan, Ariel (Joshua) Zuelly, 
Aveyon (Chris Drake) Harlan and 
Annastasia Harlan; seven great-
grandchildren, Kadence, Avery, 
Kiera, Chloe, Rhys, River and 
Raven; four siblings, Willard (Judy) 
Harlan of Princeville, Helen Harlan 
of Wyoming, Bob (Diane) Harlan of 
Chillicothe and Ralph Harlan of Wy-
oming; and many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins who loved him dearly.  
   He was preceded in death by one 
son, Donald Allen Harlan; one great-
granddaughter, Ryleigh; three 
siblings, Sally Taylor, Patsy Hocken-
bury and JoAnn Lempke; and three 
nephews, Andrew, Curt and Robbie.  
   Donald began his life-long career 
in farming at the age of 12, working 
for Smiths Farm in Wyoming. He 
was an extremely kind, hardworking, 
and strong man. He was a friend to 
everyone he met and had a great 
sense of humor. Donald’s go-to 
phrases were, “yeah, right” and rol-
ling his eyes while waving his hand 
over his head and saying, “woo-hoo” 
sarcastically.  
   A graveside service will be at 1 
p.m. Wednesday, May 10, 2023, at 
Princeville Township Cemetery. Rev. 
David Hamilton will officiate. Has-
kell Funeral & Cremation Services in 
Wyoming is in charge of arrange-
ments.  
   Condolences may be left for Don-
ald’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Karen S. Hepner 
   KEWANEE – “Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling” Karen Sue (Murphy) Hep-
ner, 72, of Kewanee, died peacefully 
at 12:05 a.m., Friday, April 28, 2023, 
at her home sur-
rounded by loved 
ones. 
   Visitation and 
Memorial Serv-
ices will be held 
on Saturday, May 
13, at Rux Funeral 
Home, in Kewa-
nee. The visitation will be held from 
noon until the time of the services at 
1:30 p.m. A celebration of Karen’s 
life will commence immediately fol-
lowing the services at the Flemish 
American Club, 313 N. Burr Blvd. in 

Kewanee. Karen’s remains will be 
held at Evergreen Memorial Gardens 
in rural Kewanee at a later time.  
   Memorials may be directed to the 
Henry County Humane Society, 
Henry County Senior Citizens 
Center, or to the family. 
   Karen (Murphy) Hepner was born 
March 20, 1951, in Kewanee, the 
daughter of Lawrence E. “Pat” and 
Leona (Johnson) Murphy. Karen 
graduated from Galva High School 
in 1969. She married Michael Stair-
walt with whom she had two chil-
dren Troy and Nikki Stairwalt. She 
and Michael divorced, and she later 
married Ronny Hepner on Aug. 19, 
1988. 
   Karen lived life to the fullest and 
savored every day. She never met a 
stranger and had an amazing way of 
making anyone who had the privi-
lege of knowing her feel like her best 
friend. She worked for several years 
at Excelled Sheepskin and Leather in 
Kewanee.  
   In her free time, Karen loved 
spending time with friends and 
family and could always be found 
singing and dancing with those 
around her. She cherished every holi-
day, especially St. Patrick’s Day, 
Christmas and any reason to get to-
gether with those she loved. In her 
later years, she found tremendous joy 
spending time at the Henry County 
Senior Citizens Center on Tuesday’s 
nights and going to the Silver 
Sneakers yoga classes at the YMCA 
in Kewanee. 
   She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, her husband Ronny Hepner, her 
former husband Michael Stairwalt 
and her brother-in-law Richard Rule. 
Survivors include her son Troy Stair-
walt; her daughter Nikki Stairwalt; 
her adopted daughter Jo Hodgett and 
husband Don Hodgett; a stepson 
Chris Ripka; a brother Robert Mur-
phy; two sisters, Mary Ann Rule and 
Helen Engstrom; six grandchildren, 
Anthony Frances, Rhonnie Stairwalt, 
Caden and Addyson Swift and Piper 
and Marley Hodgett; as well as sev-
eral nieces and nephews. She was 
also blessed with several cousins and 
friends she considered family. 
   With smiling eyes and an in-
credibly warm welcome, Karen 
(Murphy) Hepner made many life-
long friends and was cherished by 
her large extended family. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

John R. Herrmann 
   DUNLAP – John Robert “Bob” 
Herrmann, 85  formerly of Bradford, 
died at his home in Dunlap, Ill., on 
April 27, 2023. He was born on Nov. 
6, 1937, in Chicago, to parents, Ross 
Edward and Marie Estelle (O’Con-
nor) Herrmann. 
   On Feb. 7, 1959, Bob married the 
love of his life, Mary Louise Wall at 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

in Bradford. They spent 64 wonder-
ful years together.  
   Bob was a 1955 graduate of Brad-
ford High School and then attended 
barber school in Peoria. Bob enjoyed 
his barber career 
for many years, 
before joining 
Caterpillar and 
was a boiler room 
operator for a 
number of plants 
during his 30-year 
service to CAT. 
   Bob liked to 
play cards, loved having coffee up-
town with his friends and his family 
describes him as a people-person. 
Bob and Mary enjoyed traveling and 
his favorite trip was when their kids 
surprised them with a trip to Hawaii 
for their 50th wedding anniversary. 
   Bob is survived by his wife, Mary; 
their three children, Brian (Mary) 
Herrmann of Eagle Grove, Iowa, 
Melody Maurer of Clearwater, Fla. 
and Darin (Shelly) Herrmann of Peo-
ria. Bob is also survived by four 
grandchildren; four great-grandchil-
dren; nieces; nephews; and his great-
nieces and great-nephews.   
   Bob is preceded in death by his 
parents; his brother Ross; two brother 
in laws, Bob Brushwyler and Ron 
Wall; his sister-in-law, Blanche Wall; 
his son-in-law Joseph Maurer; and 
two great-nephews, Andrew and 
Kaden Wall. 
   Cremation rites will be accorded.  
There was to be a memorial mass at 
11 a.m. on Thursday, May 4, 2023, at 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
in Bradford. Burial was to be at St. 
John the Baptist Cemetery.  
   Memorials may be directed to the 
Illinois Cancer Center in Peoria or to 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
in Bradford. 

Gary W. Miller 
   KEWANEE – Colonel Gary W. 
Miller USMC (Ret.), 71, of Kewa-
nee, died at 9:16 p.m., Friday, April 
14, 2023, at OSF St. Francis Medical 
Center in Peoria. 
   A private cele-
bration of life 
with military rites 
will be held at a 
later date. Memo-
rials may be di-
rected to the 
Neponset Ameri-
can Legion Post #875 and can be 
sent c/o Lorene Decatur, 730 S. East 
St. Kewanee, IL 61443. Rux Funeral 
Home in Kewanee is assisting the 
family with arrangements. 
   “The Colonel” was born Oct. 6, 
1951, in Kewanee, the son of Gerald 
Wayne Miller and Elizabeth (Lind-
berg) Hackwith. He is survived by 
his significant other, Lorene Decatur; 
his mother, Elizabeth Hackwith; 
three sons, Jason, Eric and Alex;three 
grandchildren; his siblings Roger 
(Carol), Nancy and Steve (Janice); 

Miller

Hepner

Harlan Herrmann



and several nieces and nephews.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
father and a brother, Bobby. 
   He had attended schools in Toulon 
and Neponset and then Western Illi-
nois University. He enlisted into the 
U.S. Marine Corps in 1973 and rose 
to the rank of Colonel, retiring after 
29½ years. 
   To send flowers to the family or 
plant a tree in memory of Colonel 
Gary W. Miller USMC (Ret.), please 
visit our floral store. 

Seana M. Silvaggio 
   KEWANEE – Seana M. Silvaggio, 
46, of Kewanee, died at 11:31 p.m., 
Monday, April 24, 2023, at OSF 
Saint Luke Medical Center in Kewa-
nee. 
   Cremation will be accorded and 
private family services will be held. 
Memorials may be directed to the 
Children of Seana Silvaggio Memo-

rial Fund, 400 E. Court St., Cam-
bridge, IL 61238 c/o Community 
State Bank in Kewanee or Venmo 
@Michael_Silvaggio. Rux Funeral 
Home in Kewa-
nee is in charge of 
arrangements. 
   She was born 
Oct. 4, 1976, in 
Peoria, Ill., the 
daughter of Dean 
and Candi (Rig-
gins) Corn. She 
married Joseph 
Anthony Silvaggio IV on May 9, 
1998, in Las Vegas and he preceded 
her in death on March 11, 2021. Sur-
vivors include her parents of Kewa-
nee; her two sons, Michael Silvaggio 
and his girlfriend, Sydney Baughman 
of Cambridge and Dominic Silvag-
gio of Kewanee; daughter-in-law 
Kaitlyn Silvaggio of Pekin; two 
sisters, Somar (Russell) Bryson of 

Dixon and Sierra Hansen of Col-
orado; her special son, Christian Car-
der; two grandchildren, Mason and 
Victoria; her mother-in-law, Phyllis 
Silvaggio; and nieces and nephews; 
Tiana Bryson, Adrian, Veronica and 
Gabriel Rodriguez and Sydney and 
Morgan Hansen.  
   She was also preceded in death by 
her son, Army Specialist Joseph An-
thony “Tony” Silvaggio V on Feb. 6, 
2023. 
   Seana had worked as a teller at 
Community State Bank in Kewanee. 
She was an avid Pittsburgh Steelers 
fan and enjoyed watching football 
and the History Channel. Her great-
est passions were raising her family 
and following Kewanee Boilermaker 
football. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com.

   The JV girls had a dou-
ble winner in Lauren 
Orwig after she was first in 
shot put (35-8.75) and dis-
cus (87-8.75), got a victory 
in high jump from Bowser 
(4-9.75) and won the 
4x800 relay behind Hamil-
ton, Kraklow, Terwilliger 
and Smith in 11:092.79. 
   Winners for Stark 
County on Tuesday at the 
Brockman Invite in Kewa-
nee were Kieser in 300 
hurdles (44.0); the 4x200 
relay of Orwig, Luke Re-
werts, Avery Gerber and 
Mattew Bowser (1:37.68); 
Stotler in shot (46-4.75); 
and Lindley Johnston in 
high jump (5-3.75). 
   The Rebels are to com-
pete today at the Lincoln 
Trail Conference meet 
being held at Princeville 
and on Monday are at the 
Pam Foley Memorial Invi-
tational at Galva.  

   The girls team will then 
compete in the Class 1A 
Farmington Sectional on 
May 10. 
   • Galva track – Junior 
Kyrsten Hill won the triple 
jump at the April 28 A and 
W Invite with a personal-
best leap of 31-5.5. Sopho-
more Maddie Bates was 
second in long jump (14-
1.25) and third in the 100 
(PR, 14.1). 
   Freshman Ian Pacheco 
led the boys team by plac-
ing second in the 3,200 
with a PR of 11:22.41. Pa-
checo was also third in the 
1,600 and had a PR of 
5:13.32. 
   • Galva baseball – Galva 
dropped a home twinbill 
against Stark County last 
Saturday. Jaxson Meier 
and Jay Smith each had 
one hit in the opener and 
Jared O’Brien, Alex Gus-
tafson, John Sloan and 
Josh Gravitt each hit a sin-

gle in the nightcap. 
    • Stark County SB – 
Payten Hillier was 4-for-4 
and drove in three runs to 
lead Stark County to a 12-
2 victory April 26 against 
Midland. Olivia Orwig’s 
first-inning two-run dou-
ble gave the Rebels (6-17) 
a lasting lead. She and 
Lauren West had two RBI 
each. 
   Sandwiched around that 
victory, Stark County lost 
to Mercer County, 3-1 on 
April 25 and 12-2 on April 
27. Mercer County scored 
twice in the third inning of 
the first game to erase a 1-
0 Stark County lead, 
earned when Hayley Gil-
lam homered in the sec-
ond.  
   The Rebels also lost a 
doubleheader April 29 at 
ROWVA-Williamsfield, 
6-5 and 6-0. Riley Smith’s 
two-run single in the bot-
tom of the seventh was the 

first-game winner. 
Orwig’s homer in the top 
of the inning broke a 4-4 
tie. 
   • Galva SB – West Cen-
tral swept two games from 
Galva (2-13), 12-2 on 
April 25 and 7-4 on April 
27. Stone was 2-for-3 in 
the first game. In the sec-
ond, Galva led 3-0 in the 
first inning after Sarah 
Kaiser and Ava Gunn had 
RBI hits. 
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FOR SALE 
• MUSHROOM COMPOST: for gar-
dens, flower beds and lawns. Black 
dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag for drive-
ways and landscapes, 1-3" rejects. 
Delivery is available. Kevin Eberle 
(309) 253-3462, Ron Eberle (309) 
253-5881, Kurt Eberle (309) 253-
7652. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 

.SERVICES 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, farm 
equipment, grain bins, and also 

doing total farm clean up. Call Doug 
Lofgren at Spoon River Salvage 
(309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 26% 
Tax Credit.  Prices start as low as 
$9,525! Call today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, thermo-
pane vinyl replacement windows, in-
terior painting and electrical, by 
Denny Miller. Over 25 years of ex-
perience. We also do kitchens, 
baths, decks, steps and more. Small 
jobs welcome! Call me at (309) 995-

3364, LaFayette. 

FOR RENT 
• WYOMING: Two bedroom apart-
ment, $500 per month includes heat 
and water. No smoking, no pets. 
References required. Call 612-940-
5208.

CLASSIFIEDS

SPORTS: Galva’s Hill wins triple jump at A and W Invite
Continued from Page 12

Answers on Page 3

Silvaggio

OBITUARIES
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   GALVA – The Stark County baseball 
team swept a doubleheader at Galva last 
Saturday.  
   The Rebels turned a 2-0 lead into a 10-0 
win in the opener with an eight-run fifth 
frame. Connor Daub hit 3-for-4 with a tri-
ple and three RBI for the Rebels (10-14-
1). Daniel Kieser hit a double and drove in 
three. Cameron Watson, Connor Wagen-
bach, Ryne Hillan and Braden Lindley 
each drove in one run. 
   Dillon Steelman pitched a complete 
game, striking out nine, giving up two hits 
and allowing no walks. 
   The Rebels started the nightcap with 14 
runs in the first inning. SCHS lashed out 
20 hits overall. Charley Holstrom drove in 
five, including a home run. Steelman 
knocked a triple and drove in three. 
Colten Wagenbach, Watson, Daub, and 
Hillan all collected three RBI each. 
   On April 28, Stark County dropped a 7-
4 decision at Henry in a non-conference 
meeting. The home team’s 5-0 lead was 
cut by one in the fourth, but that would be 
the end of visitor scoring for the game. 
   Four SCHS errors helped Henry score 
runs. Owen Gibler pitched four frames. 
He gave up four earned runs and four hits 
but eight walks. Charlie Rouse finished in 
relief. 
   Tim Giesenhagen had a double and an 
rbi. Connor Wagenbach, Hillan, and Hol-
strom drove in one run each for the 
Rebels. 
   • Stark County track – The Rebels posted 
a pair of second-place team finishes April 
28 at the A and W Titan Invite at Wethers-
field High School. Stark County also had 
plenty of strong individual finishes. 
   Wethersfield was the winner in both 
team races, nipping the Lady Rebels 157-
153 and beating the boys team 154-100. 
Seven teams competed overall. 
   Senior Lindley Johnston continued her 
season of excellence for Stark County 
with four victories. She topped freshman 
teammate Claire Bowser to win in high 
jump (5-feet-4 to 5-feet) and was first ac-

ross the line in the 100 (12.72 seconds), 
200 (26.45) and 400 (1:01.03). Bowser 
was second in the 200 with a person-
record time of 29.1 seconds. 
   With a throw of 35-7.5, Lauren Orwig 
narrowly topped sophomore teammate 
Chelsey Stotler in the shot put after Stotler 
had a PR throw of 35-7.25. The same pair 
flip-flopped finishes in the discus, with 
Stotler third after a PR of 100-2 and 
Orwig fourth (83-2.75). 
   The Lady Rebels were strong in the re-
lays, taking second in the 4x800 behind 
Paige Rewerts, Keagan Hamilton, Sarah 
Kraklow and Smith (10:14.89), and plac-
ing third in the 4x100 (55.01), 4x200 
(1:57.98) and 4x400 (4:23.21). 
   Other top girls finishers were Cheyenh 
Smith in the 800 (2nd, PR, 2:32.58), Kel-
sey Hawley in 300 hurdles( 2nd, PR, 
58.24), Paytin Terwilliger in the 800 (3rd, 
2:42.66) and Paige Rewerts in the 1,600 
(3rd, 5:50.95). 
   For the boys, Daniel Kieser was first in 
the 110 hurdles in 16.86 and placed sec-
ond in 300 hurdles (43.28), just .01 sec-
onds behind winner Enrique Escareno of 
Wethersfield, who posted a PR. Avery 
Gerber also had a PR of 19.64 in his third-
place finish in the 110 hurdles. 
   The boys team got plenty of points in 
the field events, with Colby Stotler second 
in shot put (45-7.75) and discus (119-
2.25), Nolan Snider third in shot (PR, 43-
11.5), Matthew Bowser second in high 
jump (5-7) and triple jump (37-5.25) and 
third in long jump (17-10.5) and Jonathan 
Becker third in high jump (5-5) and in tri-
ple jump (36-4.5). 
   At the LTC JV meet Monday at Knox-
ville, the Stark County girls tied for first 
and the boys were second. Nolan Orwig 
won the 300 hurdles (PR, 46.83) and ran 
the first leg of Stark County’s winning 
4x400 relay which also included Riley 
Masters, Cole Kinsella and Justin Warner 
(3:58,82). The Rebels also won the 4x800 
relay in 10:07.09 behind Chet Gillespie, 
Kinsella, Masters and Warner. 

Stark Co. baseball sweeps Galva

Continued on Page 11
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