
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – The Stark County 
School Board approved a 
$263,000 roof replacement project 
for the junior high at its June 20 
meeting. 
   The lone bid for the project was 
from the Peoria-based Kreiling 
Roofing Company. 
   The board also passed a number 
of routine agenda items and held 
an amended budget public hearing 
immediately before the regular 
meeting. There was no public 
comment or attendance and the 
amended budget passed by unani-
mous vote. 
   Approved for a $16,855 total 
cost is the purchase of a driver’s 
education vehicle from Toulon’s 
Nelson’s Auto Sales. With the 
trade-in value the school receives 

a 2019 Kia Optima EX. 
   A $1,500 expenditure was ap-
proved to join the SCCI – Dis-
cover Peoria marketing campaign. 
SCCI has applied to become a 
501-C3 organization. The $1,500 
pays for the first year of a mem-
bership, that is designed to have 
Stark County promoted to the 
greater Peoria-area region. The 
school district joins Stark County 
and its communities in donating 
$1,500 each. 
   Legal counsel for 2023-24 will 
again be Miller, Hall & Triggs 
after the board approved per-hour 
legal fees of $275 for senior part-
ners, $250 for junior partners, 
$225 for senior associates and 
$190 for junior associates. 
   Also approved were bids for 
milk, trash pickup and printing 
and production of the Rebel Re-
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Galva to continue clean up efforts
By CAROL TOWNSEND 

For The Prairie News 
   GALVA  – Each Galva council 
member was given a sheet of 30 
homes in the city that do not meet 
city standards. 
   Council members were in-
structed to each drive around and 
check out all of the homes. Of the 
30 homes, 11 are on a list to be 
demolished.  
   The city is ready to demolish, 
14 SE First St., owned by Justin 
West, and 514 E. Division, 
owned by the late Loren Lam-
bert.  
   The city will also start proceed-
ings on the first three on the list 
which are 417 E. Division (Kurt 
Kempin owner), 410 E. Division 
(Mary and Mark Nordstrom 

owners) and 214 NW First Ave. 
(bank owned). 
   The council unanimously ap-
proved closing a railroad crossing 
near the Catholic Cemetery at 
County Road 2150 East. Galva 
will receive $150,000 to be put in 
their road fund for the closure. 
   Each council member was also 
given a proposed ordinance on 
abandon vehicles, recreational 
vehicles and farm vehicles in 
Galva. 
    “This is an attempt to clean up 
the town,” City Administrator 
David Dyer said.  
   An antique tractor can be 
parked on a property for five 
days before a parade and five 
days afterward in the proposed 
ordinance.  

   Zack Thompson was present 
and asked the City of Galva if it 
would be willing to let him put a 
crematory in the city owned 
building behind Subway and the 
OSF Clinic. The building is cur-
rently used for storing Christmas 
decorations and lawn mowers. 
   Thompson told the council that 
there is only one other crematory 
in Henry County, and it is located 
in Geneseo. Thompson said that 
he would only cremate humans 
and no animals. 
   Dyer said that he checked on 
material, labor and concrete for 
the city to build a new building 
and came up with a cost of 
$40,000 in material and $40,000 
in labor, plus concrete, to put up 

Continued on Page 2

DROUGHT DAYS

By RON DIETER 
For The Weekly Post 

   Watering the gardens and 
patio planters takes priority 
over all other projects these 
drought-stricken days. I feel 
like the watering wand has 
grafted to my hand. 
   As I water I make at least 
two passes, the first to wet the 
soil surface so it more readily 
absorbs water on the second 
and third pass. I use a water-
ing wand with a trigger han-
dle. With the wand I can put 

water right where I want it.  
   Watering perennials and an-
nuals, I place the nozzle at the 
base of the plant, taking care 
not to wet the foliage. 
   On shrubs and large plants, I 
apply the water not just at the 

plant’s base, but farther out 
over the root zone. If the area 
is protected by a heavy layer 
of mulch, I’ll put the nozzle 
down into the mulch to force 
the water underneath. 

Fewer 
beetles, 

more 
cherries

While Japanese beetles are back, their numbers seem to be lower. Ron Dieter 
says the drought could have a negative impact on them moving forward.

Continued on Page 5

DANCERS IN DAHINDA

Native American dancers joined the first Dahinda Days event last Satur-
day along the shores of the Spoon River. Photo by Robert Haugland.

Continued on Page 2



a new building for storage 
needs.  No action was 
taken. 
   Hometown Consulting 
was present and said 
things were going well. A 
survey of some businesses 
and residents showed sev-
eral things: Some people 
were upset with the dem-
olition of historic build-
ings; others mentioned 
salvage yards on the out-
skirts of town and in the 
downtown area; a need 
for family dining and pos-
sibly a bed and breakfast 
downtown; and having 
school children get in-
volved in downtown proj-

ects.  
   Some of the positive 
comments were in regard 
to the Backroad Music 
Festival, Levitt-AMP con-
certs, good parks and the 
neighborly attitude in 
Galva. 
   Terri Wigant, clerk of 
the village of Bishop Hill, 
was present and asked the 
council if Galva city 
workers could start dig-
ging graves in Bishop Hill 
Cemetery. Wigant said 
someone from Cambridge 
had been digging graves, 
but won’t be able to do it 
any longer. 
   Dyer gave Wigant a list 
of fees and said there 
would have to be some-
thing added on for taking 
equipment to Bishop Hill. 
   Wigant said normally 
there are only about five 
burials per year in the 
Bishop Hill Cemetery. 
   Police Chief Kraig 

Townsend told the council 
the new squad car was in 
and he is seeing a lot of 
swimming pools going up 
that do not have fences 
around them. He said 
pools with a depth of 24 
inches of water require a 
fence of four feet in 
height. 
   Third-ward Alderperson 
Jackie Clucas said she 
would like to see flags 
downtown stay up for a 
week for Memorial Day, 
July 4th and Veterans 
Day. She said that other 
towns leave them up 
longer than one day. 
   The council went into 
closed session to discuss 
real estate. Ward Three 
Alderman Dougie Ander-
son said he wanted Chief 
Townsend to issue several 
tickets to Bruce Palmer 
who is the owner of the 
business in the former 
Bixby Zimmer location. 

He wants Palmer to be 
ticketed for junk on the 
City easement and inoper-
able vehicles. He said to 
be sure it is enforced. 
   This correspondent 
asked what was going on 
with the halted demolition 
on Front Street and was 
told the administration is 
waiting for a report from 
the engineers. After that, a 
company will be called in 
to fix the wall that it not 
secure. This will all be at 
the city’s expense. 
   In regards to a building 
on Market Street that was 
to be demloshed by July 
4, Brown Excavating of 
Alpha was awarded the 
bid several months ago, 
but has been put on hold 
as Ameren has to move 
gas lines before the build-
ing can come down. 
   First-ward Alderman 
Jeff Olson was absent 
from the meeting.

porter. There was no bid for bread. 
One bid for milk was received from 
Prairie Farms for 32 cents for white 
milk and 35 cents for chocolate and 
strawberry milk; one bid for trash 
pickup by Green For Life, which has 
Area Waste Management as a subsid-
iary, for $980 per month; and one bid 

for Rebel Reporter from Lampe Pub-
lications for $1,650 per issue. 
   After closed session, the board ap-
proved hiring Sarah Nowlan as high 
school cheer coach, Cole Hartley as 
head junior high baseball coach, 
Preston Parrish as junior/senior high 
agriculture/shop teacher, Lisa 
Snyder as pre-school paraprofes-

sional and Karen Morrissey as 
kitchen staff. 
   Resignations approved were from 
Karen Morrissey (lunch supervi-
sor/copy aide), Brooke Lancaster 
(teacher/club sponsor) and Jacob 
Siekmann (elementary PE) plus all 
supervisor and coaching positions 
were announced. 
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Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   6-21 - Korrie L. Marty-Stapel - 
Driving 15-20 mph above limit. 
   6-21 - James D. Bruketta - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   6-21 - Efrain Corral Rocha - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   6-21 - Daryan D. Konhorst - Driv-
ing 11-14 mph above limit. 
   6-21 - Henry G. Vassar - Driving 
21-25 mph above  limit. 
Incidents & Accidents 
   6-15 - A single-vehicle accident oc-
curred on Route 91 near the intersec-
tion of 300N. The driver involved 
was Darien M. Kalley, 26, of Nor-
mal, who reportedly was traveling 
south when the Chevrolet cargo van 
left the roadway and struck a utility 
pole. No injuries were reported but 
Kalley was cited for unlawful use of 
a cell phone and failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident.  
   6-20 - Dylan G. Garza, 30, Buda, 
was cited for driving on a suspended 
registration for mandatory vehicle in-
surance. He was issued a notice to 
appear in court.  
   6-21 - Kevin W. Baumann, Wyo-
ming, reported the theft of a list of 
items he discovered missing. The in-
cident remains under investigation.  
   6-21 - A theft of several farm 
equipment items was reported from 
Nutrien Ag Solutions of rural Prince-
ville. Investigation continues.  
   6-21 – A theft of several items was 
reported from the Spoon River Valley 
Farms of rural Princeville. The inci-
dent remains under investigation.  
   6-24 - Ellexis R. Lucas, 25, Kewa-
nee, was extradited from the Kewa-
nee Police Department where she 
was taken into custody on a Stark 
County warrant for failure to appear 
for unlawful transportation of canna-
bis. She posted $175 cash bond and 
was released with a court date.  
   6-25 - Dustin R. Gorden, 39, 
Galva, was arrested for driving on an 
expired registration, driving without 
vehicle insurance, driving while his 
license was suspended and improper 
use of a vehicle registration sticker. 
He posted $250 cash bond and was 
released with a court date. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   6-19 - to the 100 block of Main St. 
for a loud-music complaint. Resident 
agreed to turn it down.  
   6-19 - to the 500 block of SW 6th 
Ave. for an illegal-burning com-
plaint, which was also a city ordi-
nance violation. The subject took a 
hose and put the fire out.  
   6-19 - to the 600 block of N. Center 
Ave. for a fireworks complaint.   
   6-20 - Officer was advised of a re-
possession taking place in the 400 
block of E. Division St.  
   6-20 - to the area of SE 6th St. and 
SE 3rd Ave. for a parking complaint.  
   6-20 - to the 300 block of SE 7th 
Ave. for a utility complaint involving 
water coming into a basement. The 

Galva Water Department was con-
tacted and responded.  
   6-21 - to the 100 block of NE 6th 
St. for a disorderly conduct com-
plaint after a subject was reportedly 
following another subject in a car for 
a period of time. Officer located the 
suspect and conducted a traffic stop. 
The suspect was advised to go home.  
   6-21 - to meet with a complainant 
at City Hall in reference to issues 
with a tenant trying to sell items that 
belonged to the landlord.   
   6-21 - While patrolling, officer lo-
cated a loose dog running in the 500 
block of SW 4th Ave. The owner was 
located and the dog was returned.  
   6-21 - to 300 block of Main St. for 
a complaint involving possible child 
abuse. DCFS was also contacted.  
   6-21 - to check a residence in the 
300 block of N. Center Ave. after an 
open door was discovered. Nobody 
was found inside. 
   6-22 - to the 100 block of Ex-
change St. for a two-vehicle accident 
with damage only.  
   6-22 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a theft report involving two bi-
cycles being stolen. Case remains 
under investigation.  
   6-22 - to the 100 block of NW 6th 
Ave. for a domestic disturbance.  
   6-22 - to the 900 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a theft over $500 complaint. 
Case remains under investigation.  
   6-23 - to the 300 block of Commer-
cial St. for a complaint involving an 
elderly subject running over a ladder 
and paint. The subjects spoke and 
agreed to work out payment for dam-
age between themselves.  
   6-23 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd 
St. for a complaint involving juve-
niles throwing apples and running 
into traffic. The juveniles were ad-
vised to move along.  
   6-23 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 100 block of SE 1st Ave., Jona-
than Specht, 36, Hooppole, was ar-
rested for driving while license 
suspended and operating an unin-
sured vehicle. He was released with a 
required court date.  
   6-23 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a complaint involving a sub-
ject being attacked. This complaint 
was unfounded. The caller was suf-
fering from a mental-health crisis.  
   6-23 - to a residence on NW 8th 
Ave. for a suicidal subject. The sub-
ject left in a vehicle. Officer made 
phone contact but did not locate sub-
ject.  
   6-23 - to the 100 block of NW 6th 
Ave. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance.  
   6-24 - to Washington Park for a 

subject walking around with a metal 
fence post. Subject appeared to be 
having a mental-health crisis.  
   6-24 – to check on a suspicious ve-
hicle running in the 200 block of SW 
2nd Ave.   
   6-24 - to check on a parked vehicle 
with open door in 00 block of NW 
4th Ave. Owner forgot to shut door.   
   6-24 - While patrolling, officer 
heard screaming from a residence on 
NW 7th Ave. Officer learned subject 
had been attempting suicide by hang-
ing and was combative. Subject was 
transported by ambulance for treat-
ment/evaluation.  
   6-25 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a 9-1-1 hang-up call. It was a 
subject having a mental-health crisis.  
   6-25 - to the 500 block of SW 3rd 
St. multiple times during the day for 
a subject trespassing onto other’s 
properties and screaming. The sub-
ject was located and released to a 
family member.  
   6-19 - Paul Porter, 47, Kewanee, 
was issued a citation for speeding in 
the 1100 block of SE 2nd St.  
   6-21 - Delores Garza, 29, Kewa-
nee, was cited in the 400 block of W. 
Division St. for not having a valid 
driver’s license.   
   6-22 - Dustin Brock, 34, Kewanee, 
was issued a citation for not having a 
valid driver’s license in the 1200 
block of SE 2nd St.  
   6-25 - Michael Rittenhouse, 56, 
Pekin, was issued a citation for fai-
lure to use a turn signal at least 100 
feet before intersection in the 600 
block of SE 2nd St.  
Property Transfers 
   6-12 - Edward L. and Marie E. 
Smith to Misty L. Turnbull - Culbert-
son's Western Add’n Block 1 lot 5 - 
501 N. Ogle St., Toulon - Considera-
tion = $16,121. 
   6-14 - Terry L. Sherbeyn to Jeffrey 
L. O’Bryant - Vg of LaFayette Pt 20 
lots 2,3,4 - Consideration = $10,000. 
   6-14 - Kara and Philip Dean Stubbs 
to Darin Hart and Ashley Kunzle - 
Original town of Wyoming block 9 
lot 9 - 106 W. Smith St., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $102,000. 
   6-16 - Cindi Stone Horrie to Jesse 
Happ and Christina Moran - Pt Sect 
31-12-6 NW and SW - 392 Twp Rd 
600 E Toulon - Consideration = 
$285,000. 
   6-16 - Sharon K. McCann to One 
Schott Properties, LLC - Original 
Town of Toulon Pt 1 lots 8 and 9 - 
206 North Miller Toulon - Consider-
ation = $32,000. 
   6-16 - Mark C. and Maureen T. 
Chitty to Mark C. and Maureen T. 
Chitty, Trust - Pt Sect 36-13-6 SW - 
404 N. Madison Ave., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $0. 
   6-20 - Sean A. O’Brien to Robert 
Boatman - Henderson and Whitaker's 
Add'n - 223 E. Greenwood St., Tou-
lon - Consideration = $0. 
   6-22 - Brandon D. Burwell to 
Brandon D. Burwell and Kimberly J. 
Sherpinskas - Pt Und. 1/2 Int 33-14-7 
NW - Consideration = $0.
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   Deadlines - News due Tuesdays 
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   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an error 
occured. The Prairie News is an Il-
linois Press Association member.

GUEST VOICES

The curious case of Cow 6111, Part 1
   Calving season 2023 ended on May 
15, two days short of three months 
after it had begun, with the birth of a 
beautiful silver-and-white heifer. It is 
always a relief to be able to get a full 
night’s sleep after checking cows at 
all hours for so many weeks. We were 
scheduled to vaccinate cows and 
calves the next two days, so this was 
a particularly timely birth.  
   To be honest, we did have an older 
Angus cow who had not yet calved, 
despite having been declared bred 
when we pregnancy checked the herd 
at the end of November. It is not un-
common for a cow to suffer a miscar-
riage, however, and we are seldom 
aware of it when it does happen. We 
all agreed that 6111 did not look preg-
nant, but we would have the vet 
check her when she went through the 
chute to receive her annual vaccina-
tions, just to be sure. 
   On the day we worked the cattle 
here at home we identified the pretty 
little silver heifer as the last calf when 
Dr. Iliff commented on her newness. 
Soon Matt brought 6111 into the 
chute and said, “We need to preg-
check this one. We don’t think she’s 
going to have a 
calf.”  
   Dr. Iliff looked 
her over, gave a 
half-shake of his 
head as he 
hmmmed in a not-
hopeful tone and 
then sang his 
trademark jingle 
for open cows: 
“Two all-beef patties, special sauce…”   
   The examination had barely begun 
when the song ended abruptly. Dr. 
Iliff looked at Matt with a surprised 
expression.  
   “She’s nine months and holding,” 
he said somewhat incredulously.  
   And just like that, we were no 
longer done with calving. After our 
very brief respite, the watching and 
waiting would resume. 
   The last possible day this cow could 
have a calf was the first day of June, 
based on the day AJ and Matt had 
pulled the bulls. We proceeded to 
monitor her excessively. To some de-
gree we had all three lost confidence 
in our ability to predict an impending 
birth. Even knowing the cow was 
pregnant, we didn’t think she looked 
it. 
   The weather had turned unusually 
hot, so 6111 spent her days in the cool 
gloom of the east barn, eating as 

much hay as she could get Matt to 
give her. Collectively we must have 
looked at her dozens of times each 
day. We convinced ourselves that she 
was beginning to look a bit like a cow 
that might actually have a calf some-
day. Then on Memorial Day after-
noon Matt noticed some discharge. 
We went to a family gathering, ex-
pecting to come home to a new calf.  
   We were only gone a few hours, 
and Matt had looked in on her, but 
when we arrived home and went im-
mediately to the barn, we saw… 
nothing. Well, we saw the cow eating 
hay, but nothing to indicate she was 
trying to have a calf.  
   By the next day we were beginning 
to get concerned. Experience has 
taught us that if a calf is in breach po-
sition, labor does not progress. AJ de-
cided to check her. I had just returned 
home from an appointment and was 
checking email when I noticed what I 
thought was one of our Angus bulls 
running down the driveway toward 
the road.  
   By the time I hit the door AJ went 
flying by it in the RTV, got it turned 
around and headed back toward the 
barns. As the animal trotted by me I 
realized it was not a bull but our 6111 
cow. As I flanked her to keep her 
from running into the north field, I 
saw the working chute lying on its 
side several yards from the barn. 
None of this made sense.  
   Once we got 6111 back into the lot, 
I got the story. AJ had put her into the 
chute to check her, but evidently had 
not closed the little side door. Instead 
of sticking her head into the catch, 
she had reversed direction and then 
tried to exit through the little door. 
She didn’t quite fit, however, and 
panicked. The end result was her 
dragging the chute until she pulled 
free, toppling it in the process. I ad-
monished AJ for not waiting for 
someone to help him get the cow in, 
but this was met with … well, let’s 
just say we were all stressed by this 
situation. None of it made any sense. 
   When I went out at first light on 
Wednesday, 6111 was behind the 
barn. She had been mooing since be-
fore daybreak.  I walked out to get a 
close look at her. She walked pur-
posefully right up to me and stood ex-
pectantly. Or not expectantly at all. 
She really, really did not look preg-
nant. This did not make sense.  
   Matt came to chore and then hauled 
a couple cows to the Other Place. AJ 
came back in the house to reheat his 

abandoned coffee, then stuck his head 
around the corner to where I was 
doing bookwork at the old roll-top 
desk.  
   “Did you see the new calf?” he 
asked nonchalantly. It was a rhetori-
cal question. He knew I had not.  
   (To be continued next week.) 

GRILLED STEAK FLATBREAD 
Ingredients: 
• 1 beef strip steak, boneless (about 1 
pound) 
• 1 8 oz. refrigerated pizza dough 
• 1 white onion, sliced 
• 1-1/2 tablespoon olive oil 
• 1/2 cup roasted red peppers, sliced 
• 1/2 cup blue cheese, crumbled 
•1/2 cup arugula leaves 
• 1 tablespoon balsamic syrup 
• 1 teaspoon kosher salt 
• 1 teaspoon freshly ground black 
pepper 
 
   1. Pre-heat a small skillet over me-
dium heat; add 1/2 tablespoon olive 
oil and onions to the pan. Cook for 8 
to 10 minutes or until onions are cara-
melized; Remove from skillet and set 
aside.  
   2. On a greased sheet pan, take the 
pizza dough and form it to the size of 
the sheet pan. Brush both sides of the 
dough with a half tablespoon of olive 
oil. Place pizza dough on grid over 
medium heat. Grill the dough for 30 
seconds to 1 minute on each side 
being careful not to burn it. Remove 
the dough and place it back on the 
sheet pan. Top the flatbread with 
roasted red peppers and a quarter cup 
of blue cheese. Bake in the oven at 
375°F for 10 minutes; once the 
cheese is melted slightly remove from 
oven and set aside. 
   3. Season both sides of the steak 
with salt and pepper. Place steak on 
grid over medium, ash-covered coals 
or over medium heat on preheated 
gas grill. Grill according to the chart 
for medium rare (145°F) to medium 
(160°F) doneness, turning occa-
sionally. Remove steak and let rest for 
five minutes. Slice into half-inch 
strips and set aside. 
   4. Take the flatbread and top with 
the caramelized onions, arugula, 
sliced steak, remaining blue cheese 
and drizzle the balsamic syrup on top. 
Cut into six even-sized squares and 
serve.  
   Jeanne Harland is a cow-calf producer in 
Knox County where she and her husband, 
AJ, also raise corn, soybeans, oats and 
turnips.

Jeanne 
HARLAND



   I pay special attention to newly 
planted shrubs and trees. No 
drought tolerant plant is drought tol-
erant until it is established. A plant 
is considered established when its 
root system has grown out from the 
nursery root ball into the surround-
ing earth. For shrubs and trees that’s 
about two years. For perennials it’s 
a year.  
   One benefit of hand-watering is 
that you look over the gardens more 
closely. As I was watering our gar-
den plots and pots, I spied the first 
Japanese beetle of the season, 
tucked inside the flower of a white 
canna. A closer inspection revealed 
the presence of three more. I glee-
fully crushed them with my bare 
fingers. Now my better half and I 
have at the ready two cottage cheese 
containers filled halfway with soapy 
water. 
   Japanese beetles are late sleepers. 
They’re lethargic and slow moving 
until the sun warms the air. Drowsy 
beetles are easy to knock off leaves 
and flowers into the soapy water in 
the early morning. 
   I like to take a cup of coffee with 

me as I check out the gardens in the 
morning, but I give up that luxury to 
have both hands free- one holding 
the container and the other flicking 
the bugs into the water. 
   So far the beetle yield has been 
low but the season is just beginning. 
I’m not expecting a large beetle crop 
this year. Their numbers were low at 
our place last year, fewer beetles 
laying eggs. This year’s dry weather 
and low humidity could put a 
damper on their numbers for next 
year.  
   If you find Japanese beetles at 
your place, resist the idea of buying 
beetle traps. Those traps contain a 
pheromone that attracts the beetles 
from great distances. You don’t 
want to create a mass migration to 
your treasured plants. 
   They say that every dark cloud has 
a silver lining. One benefit of the 
current lack of rain and low humid-
ity is less plant disease problems. 
Most foliar diseases need moist leaf 
surfaces to grow and multiply. Such 
diseases begin to take hold in late 
spring and become a bigger problem 
as the growing seasons progresses. 
   This year’s dry spring with low 

humidity and no morning dew has 
prevented most foliar diseases from 
getting started. That’s a little bit of 
good news for area crop producers 
who would otherwise need to apply 
costly fungicides. It’s bad news for 
aerial applicators – unless they serve 
farmers who use overhead irriga-
tion.  
   Our cherry crop this year is one of 
the best we’ve ever had and it’s due 
to the dry weather. We usually lose a 
significant portion of the crop to 
brown rot. But this year I’ve been 
able to pick beautiful cherries by the 
handful.  
   Brown rot is a fungal disease that 
affects not only cherries, but also 
peaches, plums, apricots, and al-
monds. The disease overwinters on 
any mummified fruits remaining on 
the tree. Warm spring weather and 
rains cause the spores to grow and 
spread. I’ve seen first-hand how 
brown rot spreads like wildfire once 
it appears. 
   So for the next week or so, I’ll be 
harvesting both cherries and Japa-
nese beetles. Hopefully I’ll get a 
nice homemade pie. Cherry, of 
course.
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Troutman due back in 
Princeville on July 4 
   PRINCEVILLE – Dean Troutman 
was passing through Prophetstown 
on Monday and is expected back 
home in Princeville by July 4 after 
completing his latest fundraiser 
walk. 
   Troutman, 92, set off on a 400-
mile walk for St. Jude on May 21. 
He walked to Monroe, Wis., and 
has been making his way back to Il-
linois for the past few weeks. 
   Troutman walked 700 miles in 
2014 for his first fundraiser and 
raised more than $70,000 for the 
park he established in memory of 
his late wife, Dorothy.  
   Since then, his subsequent treks 
have raised more than $80,000 for 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal.  
   To learn more about his journey, 
visit his Troutman’s Trek page on 
Facebook. 
Galva Avenue of Flags 
volunteers needed 
   GALVA – The Avenue of Flags 
will be put up July 4 at the Galva 
Cemetery. Volunteers are needed to 
be at the Legion building on Wal-
lace Street at 6 a.m. to load the 
flags.  
   Volunteers are needed again at 4 
p.m. at the Galva Cemetery to help 
take down the flags and to transport  
them back to the Legion Building. 
Flemish-American club 
hosts Galva HS reunion 
   GALVA – The Galva High School 
50 Plus Reunion will be held on 
Galva Days weekend which is Sun-
day, Aug. 6, at the Flemish-Ameri-
can Club a 313 N. Burr Blvd. 
   The reunion starts at 11 a.m. with 
lunch at 12:30 and you may stay 
until 4 p.m. 
   There is a hot buffet, drinks and 
cake which includes tax, rent and 
gratuity for $15. Please send your 

check to your class representative 
by July 25. There are no reserva-
tions or payment at the door. 
   All classes up to and including the 
class of 1972 are invited. Each class 
has a representative and will either 
mail or email each member an invi-
tation. 
   Pictures will be available of each 
class for $12 for a 5-by-7 and $15 
for an 8-by-10. You must pay that 
day for the picture if you want one. 
Hunter’s safety class 
set for Princeville 
   PRINCEVILLE – A free hunter’s 
safety class will be held at St. Mary 
of the Woods on July 28 and July 
29 from 5-10 p.m. each night. You 
must attend both nights.   
   Dinner will be provided both 
nights. The class is open to ages 9 
and up, meaning students must be 
turning 9 years old by the end of 
2023.  
   To register, contact Mike Aldrich 
at (309) 229-4090. 
College honors 
   • Several local students made the 

Dean’s list (3.5 gpa or better) at 
Carl Sandburg College for the 
spring 2023 semester: Chase Wil-
liams of Princeville; Angelina 
Adam of LaFayette (part-time); 
Chandler Colgan and Samantha 
Weir of Toulon (part-time).  
Et cetera 
   • BISHOP HILL – A presentation 
on Civilian Conservation Corps in 
Henry County will be given by 
Steve Kastorff on Saturday, July 15, 
at 1 p.m. at the Henry County His-
torical Museum at 202 Park St. in 
Bishop Hill. 
   • GALESBURG – The 2023 Carl 
Sandburg Songbag Concert Series 
continues on Sunday, July 9, with a 
performance by Carol Jean & Jera 
who combine country and bluegrass 
with rock and pop music. Concert 
begins at 2 p.m. at Carl Sandburg 
State Historic Site, 313 E. Third St. 
Galesburg. Suggested donation is 
$5 per person.   
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   Pictured above, K-Kid Jacob Boston 
(right)  received the Laura Hanson Memo-
rial Leadership Award, given by Doris  
“Butch” Hanso (left). 
   Jacob showed outstanding leadership 
and received a medallion and his name on 
the plaque. The Galva Kiwanis Club spon-
sors the K-Kids who are in grades 4th 
through 6th grades. Jacob is a 4th grader 
and the son of Mike and Brittany Boston of 
Galva. Photo by Carol Townsend. 

Dean Troutman took time to pose for a picture 
outside Prophetstown on Monday. He is ex-
pected back in Princeville on July 4. Photo by 
Rebecca Cook.
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Centenarian still farming in Mercer County
By DANIEL GRANT 

FarmWeek 
   It’s been quite an amaz-
ing career in agriculture for 
Donnie Peterson, 101, 
whose earliest memories 
include farming with 
horses through the Great 
Depression in the 1930s in 
western Illinois. 
   What’s maybe even more 
amazing is he’s not ready 
to hang up his work boots 
just yet. In fact, when 
people ask this humble 
centenarian who farms near 
Aledo (Mercer County) 
when he’s going to retire, 
he has a simple, yet 
straightforward, answer. 
   “All I’ve ever done is 
farm. I don’t know of any 
other occupation,” Peter-
son, who also spent some 
time in the service, told the 
RFD Radio Network dur-
ing an on-farm interview 
just before Memorial Day. 
   “I don’t have hobbies; 
therefore, I’m still doing 
it,” he continued of his ca-
reer in farming, which 
spans 11 decades counting 
his childhood on his fam-
ily’s farm in Henderson 
County. “But I couldn’t do 
it without help.” 
   Peterson was born in 
1921 when Woodrow Wil-
son was president and the 
price of corn averaged 98 
cents per bushel that year, 
according to USDA. 
   Since that time, Peterson 
grew up in ag and operated 

his own farm under 18 ad-
ditional U.S. presidents, 
from Warren G. Harding to 
Joe Biden. 
   Corn prices throughout 
the veteran farmer’s life in-
creased slowly but surely 
from $1.05 in 1922, $2.38 
in the post-World War II 
boom in 1947, $3.67 in 
1974, $4.58 in 1996, $7.58 
in 2008 and more recently 
to $7.81 in May 2022 – 
with many peaks and val-
leys in between. 
   Meanwhile, corn yield 
averages, stagnant in the 
20- to 35-bushel range in 
the age of open-air polli-
nated crops from 1866 to 
1930, began to improve in 
the late-1930s with the 
adoption of hybrid corn. 
   “It was quite a different 
method for putting the 
crops in – we had horses 
back then,” Peterson said. 

“Then we graduated up to 
tractors. But it’s basically 
the same principle putting 
the crops in. 
   “Now, with all the equip-
ment we use, the informa-
tion available and the seed 
is much better.” 
   Other advancements that 
pushed yields over the 
years include improve-
ments in genetics, stress 
tolerance and the increased 
adoption of nitrogen fertil-
izer in the 1950s to the in-
troduction of hybrids with 
insect and herbicide resist-
ance in the mid-1990s. 
   Farmers have also refined 
and improved practices. 
   “We did a lot more tillage 
on the ground when I 
started than we do now,” 
Peterson said. “And the 
size of the units has 
changed. It takes less time 
(for fieldwork) now.” 
   Just last year, Illinois 
farmers set new state yield 
records of 214 bushels per 
acre for corn and 79 
bushels for wheat. In 
Mercer County, farmers 
averaged a whopping 226.6 
bushels per acre for corn 
and 65 bushels for soy-
beans in 2022. 
   Looking back, Peterson 
has fond memories of rais-
ing sheep and training 
horses when he was in 4-H. 
   But his formative years 
were some of his most dif-
ficult, as he lived through 
the Great Depression.  
   “Living on a farm we had 

things – foodwise,” Peter-
son said of the Great De-
pression. “It was difficult to 
have money to do any-
thing, so we stayed home 
most of the time. It was 
pretty tough getting 
through that period.” 
   Peterson encourages 
other farmers to embrace 
new technology and farm-
ing methods, but to re-
search the best ideas for 
each individual farm.  
   “I like to read a lot,” he 
said. “There’s always 
something new coming 
along.” 
   He also owns his own 
cellphone but comes from a 
generation in which he 
prefers doing business with 
a handshake. 
   “I don’t like to do busi-
ness on the phone,” he said. 
   Peterson joined the 
Mercer County Farm Bu-
reau in 1972 which, along 
with Illinois Farm Bureau, 
was founded in 1916. 
   As for advice or tips for a 
long life, Peterson said 
there are no magic bullets. 
He just tries to give his best 
each day and hopes for a 
little luck along the way. 
   “Live your life as you can 
and go along,” he added. 
“You don’t know what will 
happen.” 
   This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.

Donnie Peterson, 101, poses on 
his Mercer County Farm. Photo by 
Denise Hampton, Mercer County 
Farm Bureau.



By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – A new 
state fiscal year will begin 
July 1, ushering in the re-
instatement of a 1 percent 
tax on groceries and a sec-
ond increase to the state’s 
motor fuel tax in 2023. 
   Amid record-high infla-
tion last spring, the Gen-
eral Assembly temporarily 
waived Illinois’ grocery 

tax for the coming fiscal 
year and delayed the an-
nual increase in the state’s 
motor fuel tax for six 
months. Democrats intro-
duced both measures as 
part of a larger tax relief 
package that drew criti-
cisms for its proximity to 
the November general 
election.  
   The Pritzker administra-
tion estimated the pause on 
the grocery tax would cost 
the state $400 million. 
Most grocery tax revenues 
are distributed to local 
governments, so last year 
lawmakers directed state 
general revenue funds to 
reimburse local govern-
ments.  
   The motor fuel tax on 
gasoline, gasohol and com-
pressed natural gas, mean-
while, will increase by 3.1 
cents on July 1, to 45.4 
cents per gallon. The tax 
rate for diesel fuel will also 
increase by 3.1 cents, to 
52.9 cents per gallon. 

By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   LAURA – No injuries 
were reported in a house 
fire north of Laura, but the 
blaze’s origin appears in 
question. 
   The Office of the Illinois 
State Fire Marshal was in-
vestigating the incident at 
22908 N. Illinois Route 
78, which was reported 
about 6:30 p.m. June 20. 
The location is just south 
of the Peoria-Stark county 
border. 
   Brimfield Community 
Fire Protection District of-

ficials requested state help 
because they were unsure 
if the blaze was set on pur-
pose, according to a Peo-
ria County Sheriff’s 
Office report. By about 7 
p.m., when a deputy ar-
rived, the fire was extin-
guished. 
   The front porch was 
charred and there was ex-
tensive damage to the 
house exterior near the 
front door and to the front 
entryway, according to a 
sheriff’s-office report. 
Flames burned a large hole 
in the door. Pools of water 

covered the first floor and 
seeped into the basement. 
   Nobody was home when 
the fire started, although 
two dogs were inside the 
house. One ran away and 
the other was unharmed, 
according to the report.  
   The homeowner said she 
left about 4:30 p.m., fol-
lowed a few minutes later 
by a friend who helps 
maintain the property. Se-
curity-camera footage 

taken about 90 minutes 
after that revealed a small 
flame at the base of an end 
table directly in front of 
the front door, the report 
stated.  
   Firefighters from the 
Akron-Princeville, Elm-
wood, Logan-Trivoli and 
Williamsfield departments 
joined Brimfield col-
leagues in response. No 
damage estimate was 
available. 

Cause of fire in Laura under investigation

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Toulon’s City Coun-
cil held a special meeting June 26 to 
approve spending up to $120,000 of 
Motor Fuel Tax money on street 
paving and sealcoating of some of 
Toulon’s streets.  
   One area of concentration will be 
around the Historical Society’s 
property on West Jefferson Street. 

This $120,000 merely increases the 
amount to be spent by $20,000 over 
the original amount approved. 
   The council also approved 
$6,288, without the sales tax added, 
in order to purchase from Slavish 
two manholes that are to be located 
at Turner Avenue. 
   In conjunction with the previous 
action was approval of up to $8,000 
for purchasing material to have the 

Turner Avenue sewer project near 
Mark Swank’s property completed. 
   The council plans to accept Court 
Money as its collection agency for 
fines, court costs, etc. People may 
pay online with a credit card with 
this service. That item was tabled 
during the June 26 meeting, but the 
council is expected to vote on this 
during July’s monthly meeting.

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CASE NO.  2023TX5 
   To: Chris Babb; Spouse of Chris 
Babb; Ameriquest Mortgage 
Company; Julius Crowe II; Aisha 
Crowe; State of Illinois Dept of 
Revenue; State of Illinois, Kwame 
Raoul, Attorney General; City of 
Wyoming; Heather Hollis, Stark 
County Clerk; Persons in 
occupancy or actual possession of 
said property, unknown owners or 
parties claiming any right, interest 
or title in the described real estate: 
 
Property located at:                         
204 N Main, Wyoming, IL 
Property Index No.                          
04-36-315-006 
Tax Sale Certificate No.                   
201900046 
   This property was sold on 
October 27, 2020 for delinquent 
general taxes for the year of 2019.  
A Petition for Tax Deed for this 

property was filed on April 13, 
2023. 
   Your right to redeem the 
property from the sale will expire 
on October 12, 2023.  If you fail to 
redeem by that date, the court may 
enter a judgment granting 
petitioner a tax deed. 
   This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this county in 
Toulon, Illinois on October 27, 
2023 at 9 AM before Judge Mack 
via Zoom (Meeting ID: 742 2211 
3998; Passcode wVEqx8), or 
whomever may be sitting in his or 
her stead. 
             JICTB, Inc., Petitioner 
Angela L. Tucker, Esq. 
JICTB, Inc. 
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100 
Champaign, IL  61821 
Published 6/16/, 6/23, 6/30/23 

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CASE NO.  2023TX2 
   To: Kelly Mannon; Spouse of 

Kelly Mannon; Frank Charles 
Mannon; Leonard Clancy; Alice 
Clancy; Heather Hollis, Stark 
County Clerk; Persons in 
occupancy or actual possession of 
said property, unknown owners or 
parties claiming any right, interest 
or title in the described real estate: 
 
Property located at:                         
10715 Township Road 1658 N, 
Neponset, IL 
Property Index No.                          
01-11-200-018 
Tax Sale Certificate No.                   
201900001 
   This property was sold on 
October 27, 2020 for delinquent 
general taxes for the year of 2019.  
A Petition for Tax Deed for this 
property was filed on April 13, 
2023. 
   Your right to redeem the 
property from the sale will expire 
on October 12, 2023.  If you fail to 
redeem by that date, the court may 
enter a judgment granting 
petitioner a tax deed. 
  This matter is set for hearing in 

the Circuit Court of this county in 
Toulon, Illinois on October 27, 
2023 at 9 AM before Judge Mack 
via Zoom (Meeting ID: 742 2211 
3998; Passcode wVEqx8), or 
whomever may be sitting in his or 
her stead. 
           JICTB, Inc., Petitioner 
Angela L. Tucker, Esq. 
JICTB, Inc. 
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100 
Champaign, IL  61821 
Published 6/16, 6/23, 6/30/23 

• • • 
LEGAL NOTICE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
On Annual Budget and 

Appropriation Ordinance 
of Galva Public Library District 

 
    Notice is hereby given to the 
Public that on August 8, 2023, at 
the hour of 7:00 P.M. at the Galva 
Public Library, 120 NW Third 
Avenue, Galva, Illinois, a public 
hearing will be held on the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Galva 
PublicLibrary District for the fiscal 

year beginning July 1, 2023 and 
ending June 30, 2024. Any person 
interested in said budget and 
ordinance may be present at said 
time and place and may be heard 
in regard to the budget and 
ordinance. The tentative budget is 
now on file with the Secretary of 
the Board of Trustees, Galva Public 
Library District, at the Library 
office and may be reviewed upon 
request prior to said hearing by the 
Public.  
    Secretary, Board of Trustees       
    Galva Public Library District 
    120 NW Third Avenue 
    Galva, IL 61434 
Published 6/30 

• • • 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   Notice is hereby given that a 
tentative Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for The Galva Park 
District of Henry County, Illinois, 
for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 
2023, and ending April 30, 2024, 
will be on file and conveniently 
available to public inspection at the 
office of Barash & Everett, LLC, 

Lawyers, 110 Exchange Street, 
Galva, Illinois, from and after July 
6, 2023. 
   Notice is further given that a 
public hearing on said budget and 
appropriation ordinance will be 
held at 5:00 o'clock P.M., August 
9, 2023, at the Galva City Hall, 311 
NW 4th Ave., Galva, IL 61434, and 
that final action on said ordinance 
will be taken by the Board of 
Commissioners of The Galva Park 
District, Henry County, Illinois, at a 
meeting to be held at the Galva City 
Hall, 311 NW 4th Ave., Galva, IL 
61434, at 5:15 o'clock P.M., 
August 9, 2023. 
   By order of the Board of 
Commissioners of said District. 
Dated this 27th day of June A.D. 
2023. 
    The Galva Park District 
    Henry County, Illinois 
    By: /S/ Peter VanDeVelde 
    Peter VanDeVelde, President 
Published 6/30/23 

• • •
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Toulon city approves MFT paving project

Grocery tax to resume
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By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Gov. JB 
Pritzker signed legislation Tuesday 
that will dramatically alter the 
health insurance market in Illinois.  
   The measures establish a state-
based exchange for policies sold 
under the Affordable Care Act and 
give the Illinois Department of In-
surance the authority to modify or 
reject proposed rate increases. 
   Under the Affordable Care Act, 
people who are not eligible for 
Medicaid but who do not have ac-
cess to affordable health insurance 
through their employer can buy 
subsidized policies through an on-
line exchange operated by either the 
federal government or their state 
government.  
   Illinois, however, was among the 
states that chose not to set up its 
own exchange. Instead, it pays an 
annual fee so Illinois residents can 
use the federal exchange. 
   That will change under House Bill 
579, which calls on the Department 
of Insurance to set up a state-based 
exchange that will be fully opera-
tional by 2026. 
   Dana Popish Severinghaus, direc-
tor of the Insurance Department, 
said during an interview after the 
bill signing that having a state-
based exchange ultimately will 
make it easier for Illinois con-
sumers to shop for insurance. 
   Pritzker said on Tuesday having a 

state-based exchange will give Illi-
nois the flexibility to offer more en-
rollment periods during the year 
than the federal exchange offers and 
to coordinate with nonprofit organi-
zations that help people navigate 
the marketplace.  
   But perhaps more importantly, 
Pritzker said, it will protect Illinois 
consumers from any potential 
changes in federal policy.  During 
the Trump administration, funding 
for advertising and nonprofit groups 
to help people sign up for insurance 
were slashed and the yearly number 
of enrollment days was cut roughly 
in half. 
   Pritzker also signed House Bill 
2296, which, for the first time, 
gives Illinois insurance regulators 
authority to review health insurance 
rate changes and, if necessary, mod-
ify or reject those proposed changes 
– authority that regulators in 41 
other states already have. 
   Beginning in 2025, companies 
that offer individual and small 
group health insurance policies will 
have to submit their proposed rates 
for the following year to the Insur-
ance Department, which will post 
those flings on its website. After a 
30-day public comment period, the 
department will either approve, 
modify or reject the proposed rate 
changes. 
   The bill also calls on the depart-
ment to publish an annual report on 
health insurance coverage, afford-

ability and cost trends in Illinois, in-
cluding such things as cost trends 
by major service category, includ-
ing prescription drugs; utilization 
patterns by major service category; 
the impact of benefit changes; en-
rollment trends; and demographic 
shifts. 
   State Sen. Laura Fine, D-Glen-
view, said during a separate inter-
view before the bill signing that 
those changes will make the pricing 
of health insurance more transpar-
ent to consumers and give regu-
lators the ability to determine 
whether consumers are being over-
charged. 
   “The insurance industry, they file 
their plans with the Department of 
Insurance, and although the depart-
ment goes through the actuarial pro-
cess, they can't reject a rate,” she 
said.  
   Under the new law, she said, reg-
ulators will be able to reject rates 
that are unreasonably high as well 
as rates that are so low that they 
could put the insurance company in 
financial risk. 
   Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan news service covering state 
government. It is distributed to hundreds 
of print and broadcast outlets statewide. 
It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation, along with major contrib-
utions from the Illinois Broadcasters 
Foundation and Southern Illinois Edito-
rial Association.

State-based health insurance bill signed

Answers on Page 3



Sandra K. Tooley 
   MORTON– Sandra K. Tooley 
(Cecil), 75, of Morton, Ill., passed 
away peacefully on Friday, June 9, 
2023, at Carle 
Health Methodist 
Medical Center in 
Peoria. 
   She was born on 
April 19, 1948, in 
Peoria, the daugh-
ter of William Ha-
rold and 
Catherine Ely 
Cecil. She married Curtis W. Tooley 
Aug. 3, 1994, and he passed away on 
April 19, 2013. She was also pre-
ceded in death by one brother Wil-
liam Don Cecil. 
   She is survived by one niece Deb-
bie Koelling of Kewanee, Ill.; three 
nephews William Cecil of Rockwall, 
Patrick Cecil of Rowlett, both of 
Texas and Michael Cecil of Kewa-
nee; along with a host of great-
nieces, nephews and cousins. 
   Sandra spent her professional life 
working in Human Resources at Cat-
erpillar Inc. in Peoria. Her strong 
work ethic and commitment to her 
colleagues made her a valuable asset 
to the company. 
   She was a big animal lover espe-
cially of cats and horses. 
   Cremation rites have been accorded 
and no service will be held. Inurn-
ment will be in Indiantown Gap Na-
tional Cemetery in Annville, Pa. 
Affordable Funeral & Cremation 
Services, Peoria is assisting the 
family with arrangements.  
   To share a memory or send a con-
dolence to her family, visit www.peo-
riafuneral.com. 

Lois A. Weinzerl 
   INDIANAPOLIS – Lois Ann 
Weinzerl, 74, of Indianapolis, passed 
away early Friday morning, June 16, 
2023, at her brother’s residence sur-
rounded by her pet cats, Binx and 
Baxter.     
   She was born on 
Jan. 7, 1949, in 
Peoria, the daugh-
ter of Herbert and 
Anna “Eileen” 
(Gilles) Weinzerl.  
   Surviving are 
her brother, Tom 
Weinzerl of Indi-
anapolis; sister-in-law, Tracy (Brian) 
Weinzerl of Wyoming, Ill.; two 
nephews, Tyler (Jessica Roberts) 
Weinzerl of Peoria, and Trey Wein-
zerl of Pekin; and one niece, Brianna 
(Jamie) Romanowicz of Peoria. Her 
brother, Brian passed away on June 
17, 2023, one day after Lois. She was 
also preceded in death by her par-
ents; one brother, Kevin Weinzerl; 
and one great-nephew, Maxwell.  
   Lois retired in 2011 after many 
years of employment in the banking 
industry. As a young girl, Lois was in 
the Girls Scouts and 4-H. She learned 
how to tat lace from her dad’s oldest 
sister. She enjoyed watching old, 

scary movies, reading daily and col-
lecting all types of jewelry. Her 
hobbies included making rosaries, 
growing different types of orchids 
and succulents. She was a cat mom 
to Binx and Baxter and loved giving 
them treats before going to bed. 
   Her funeral mass will be at 11:30 
a.m. Friday, June 30, 2023, at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Kicka-
poo. Fr. Jim Pankiewicz will offici-
ate. Visitation will be from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Friday, June 30, 2023, at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Burial 
will be in St. Patrick’s Cemetery in 
Kickapoo. Haskell Funeral & Crema-
tion Services in Wyoming is assisting 
the family with arrangements.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to a charity of the donor’s 
choice or St. Jude Childrens Re-
search Hospital.  
   Online condolences may be left on 
Lois’ tribute wall at  
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Dorothy Wilson 
   KEWANEE – Dorothy Wilson, 88 
of Kewanee, formerly of North Palm 
Beach Fla., Cambridge, and Galva, 
Ill., was met at the gates of Heaven 
by her parents and siblings on June 
20, 2023, at 11:09 a.m. 
   Dorothy was born March 8, 1935, 
in Kewanee to Arthur and Martha 
(Riggen) Tonn of Galva. Dorothy 
was reared and educated in Galva, 
having graduated 
as co-salutatorian 
of the class of 
1952 after barely 
turning 17. 
   During high 
school, Dorothy 
was determined to 
“reform the 
world,” which led 
her to several years of public speak-
ing at various clubs and organiza-
tions within the community. She 
gained employment during this 
period at the Candy Shop in Galva, 
which gave her the opportunity to 
buy her first car (which was a rarity 
at that age and time for a high 
schooler). After graduation Dorothy 
proudly became employed for city 
attorney Bill Curtis, and later with 
First National Bank. 
   Dorothy married Ralph Anderson 
in 1954, with whom she had three 
children. Together they farmed in 
rural Galva for nearly 15 years be-
fore selling the farm and moving the 
family to Cambridge where they de-
veloped a successful Amway busi-
ness. Dorothy was also employed for 
many years at WHBF and had an on-
air talk show called “Viewpoint” that 
aired four to six times a day in which 
she tackled many subjects of interest.   
   During the 1980s, she joined the 
Corn Belt Running club and com-
pleted several 5K races, but her prou-
dest race was running in the Bix 7 
and completing it while in her 50s.  
   Nearly two decades later a divorce 
led Dorothy to new adventures in 

South Florida. She became licensed 
in insurance, securities and mortgage 
insurance. Dorothy also purchased a 
lucrative private cleaning business 
and was a personal assistant for the 
father of a wonderful family. She was 
very proud to have worked hard to 
take the trip of a lifetime, backpack-
ing throughout the European coun-
tries. Her favorite destination of all 
was Rome. 
   In 1995, Dorothy married her part-
ner in adventure, Frank Wilson.  To-
gether they enjoyed taking many 
cruises and trips to different destina-
tions together, cleared land and built 
a home in Live Oak, later returning 
to South Florida where they con-
tinued trips and especially enjoyed 
their time with Franks’ boys and their 
families. As Dorothy stated in a 
recording of her life that she made 
for her kids, “It’s a good life.” 
   Dorothy is survived by her chil-
dren, Alan Anderson, Sheri Burgoyne 
and Cyndi (Don) Cook; bonus sons, 
Keith (Sylvia), John (Ann) and Bruce 
(Kelli) Wilson; 19 grandchildren; 33 
great-grandchildren; four great-great-
grandchildren and her beloved kitty 
Jinx. 
   Dorothy was preceded in death by 
her parents Art and Martha Tonn, her 
husband Frank and bonus son David; 
siblings Bud (Shirley) Tonn, Betty 
(Dick) Palmer and Vicky (Francis) 
Sellers; niece and nephews, Karen 
Tonn, Michael and Richard Palmer. 
   Per her wishes, cremation rites 
were accorded and a family casting 
ceremony will take place at a later 
date. The family would like the won-
derful staff at Royal Oaks and Com-
passus to know how appreciated they 
are for the special care they have 
given to Dorothy and how much they 
are loved.  
   Rux Funeral Home in Kewanee is 
in charge of arrangements.   

Kevin D. Wyant 
   CHILLICOTHE – After a full and 
joyful life shared with his beloved 
family and friends, Kevin “Red Dog” 
Duane Wyant, 62, of Chillicothe, 
died peacefully surrounded by loved 
ones while at OSF Saint Francis 
Medical Center in Peoria on Sunday 
June 18, 2023, at 9:11 p.m.   
   Born in Pleasanton, Kan., on Sept. 
6, 1960, he was the ninth and young-
est child of Calvin Chloe and Delores 
Mable Wyant (Gillespie). 
   Preceded by 
him in death are 
his mother and 
father, and 
siblings Kathi 
Wyant, Joyce 
Crowe (Wyant), 
Doug Wyant, 
Mike Wyant and 
Jon Wyant.  
   Kevin is survived by his siblings 
Joe Wyant, Bill Wyant and Tim 
Wyant; children Samuel (Amanda) 
Wyant, Logan Wyant and Skyelin 
Wyant; grandchildren Jude, Harrison, 
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Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey 
United Methodist Church 

  Rev. Leon D. Pomeroy 
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 

(812) 698-9294 
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday  

(Pastor), 2nd & 4th Sunday (Lay Speaker); 
West Jersey 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday (Lay Speaker), 2nd & 4th 
Sunday (Pastor); Toulon Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @ Toulon United Methodist Church 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 
 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
Wyoming Nazarene Church 

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
Toulon First Baptist Church 

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 

threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 
Wyoming United Methodist Church 

Pastor Rebecca Klemm 
302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   

309-606-9027 
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 

Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 
 

The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

OBITUARIES

Tooley

Weinzerl

Wyant

Wilson
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FOR SALE 

• Two 2008 Yamaha VStar 650 mo-
torcycles with bags, windshields, 
and luggage racks. Both nice. 
$3,500 OBO at Charlie's Cycle 
Supply, Rt 78, West Jersey, 
(309)995-3319. 
• MUSHROOM COMPOST: for gar-
dens, flower beds and lawns. Black 
dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag for drive-
ways and landscapes, 1-3" rejects. 
Delivery is available. Kevin Eberle 
(309) 253-3462, Ron Eberle (309) 
253-5881, Kurt Eberle (309) 253-
7652. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 

FOR RENT 

• TOULON: For Rent Toulon 1 bed-
room upstairs apartment. Call for 
further information (309) 678-1831.  
• TOULON: For Rent Toulon 2 bed-
room duplex apartment, 304 N. 
Olive, $600 per month, all appli-
ances. Call (309) 678-1831. 
 TOULON: For Rent Toulon 3 bed-
room, 1 bath home, 308 E. Green-
wood, $750 per month, all 
appliances, central air. Call (309) 
678-1831. 
 TOULON: For Rent Toulon 1 bed-

room house, 214 E. Turner, all appli-
ances, $700 per month. Call (309) 
678-1831. 

SERVICES 

• ART’S PLASTERING: Plastering of 
all types.  Small work welcome for 
plaster and repair. Call Art at (309) 
361-3131.  
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, farm 
equipment, grain bins, and also 
doing total farm clean up. Call Doug 
Lofgren at Spoon River Salvage 
(309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 26% 
Tax Credit.  Prices start as low as 
$9,525! Call today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, thermo-

pane vinyl replacement windows, in-
terior painting and electrical, by 
Denny Miller. Over 25 years of 
ex1perience. We also do kitchens, 
baths, decks, steps and more. Small 
jobs welcome! Call me at (309) 995-
3364, LaFayette. 

HELP WANTED 

• FARM HELP: Spoon River Valley 
Farms 3 miles North of Princeville is 
looking for Full Time Farm Help. 
Duties include assisting with plant-
ing/harvesting crop, hauling grain, 
maintenance on equipment, and 
other various farm duties. Modern 
equipment and facilities. Class A 
CDL is preferred but not required. 
Farm experience is preferred but 
willing to train the right person. 
Call/Text Nick @ (309) 712-5468

CLASSIFIEDS

OBITUARIES
Everett, Izabelle and Rosie Marie; 
and mother of his children, Heather 
Huckaba (Sibley).  
   He leaves behind many nephews 
and nieces.  
   He grew up in LaFayette, where he 
was a volunteer firefighter for many 
years. He worked construction and 
planted prairie along many highways 
and at Waste Management sites in the 
Midwest as part of the Prairie Restor-
ation Department at LaFayette Home 
Nursery.   
   Kevin married Heather Sibley on 
July 1, 1989, at the Church of Naza-
rene and they share three children. 
   Kevin was so very proud when he 
became a father, and was especially 
devoted to his grandchildren. His 
death, having occurred on Father’s 
Day, suitably honors his selflessness 
and dedication to them.  
   He is regarded by all who knew 
him as someone who loved life and 
was determined to love and support 
the many people who loved and sup-
ported him.  
   Kevin requested a simple celebra-

tion of his life which will be held at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 12, 2023, at 
Valley Lakes, 13929 N. Ivy Lake Rd. 
in Chillicothe, Ill.  
   Cremation rites have been ac-
corded. Burial of his remains will be 
in LaFayette Cemetery next to his 
parents.   
   Remaining ashes will be given to 
his children, and scattered on the 
mountains of Colorado. Cards can be 
sent from and condolences left at il-
linicremation.com. 

David L. Anderson 
   GALVA – David L. “Dave” Ander-
son, 87, of Galva, died Wednesday, 
June 14, 2023 at his home. 
   Graveside services were June 19 at 
Galva Cemetery. Memorials may be 
directed to the Galva American Le-
gion or to a charity of the donor’s 
choice. Rux Funeral Home in Galva 
is in charge of arrangements. 
   He was born Aug. 31, 1935 in Ke-
wanee, the son of Donald and Beulah 
(Bolin) Anderson. He married Shir-
ley M. Watson on March 25, 1955, in 
Kewanee and she preceded him in 

death on Sept. 27, 2011. Survivors in-
clude his son, Brian Anderson of 
Galva; his daughter, Laurie (Mike) 
Schmidt of Galva; a brother, Jim 
(Janice) Anderson of Galva; eight 
grandchildren; several great-grand-
children; and four great-great-grand-
children, with one on the way.  
   He was also preceded in death by 
his parents, a son, Roy Lee Ander-
son, daughter, Kathy Brock, two 
sisters, Patricia Thomson and Susan 
Goodale, a brother, Douglas and a 
brother, Larry in infancy. 
   Dave graduated from Galva High 
School in 1953. He had worked as a 
police officer in Galva and Kewanee 
and had had also worked at the Wal-
worth Company and retired as a su-
pervisor from John Deere. He also 
had been road commissioner for 
Lynn Township and worked as a se-
curity guard at Oak Run.  
   He enjoyed driving around Galva 
in his truck and in his early years he 
enjoyed hunting and fishing. He 
never shied away from sharing his 
observations and opinions.
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Drought expanding 
All 102 Illinois counties now enguled in a drought

By DANIEL GRANT 
FarmWeek 

   The expanding drought and crop con-
dition ratings continue to trend in opposite 
directions as many farmers nervously 
await what should be the pivotal corn pol-
lination period. 
   As of June 22, all 102 counties in Illinois 
were now fully engulfed in drought and 
abnormally dry conditions, according to 
the latest U.S. Drought Monitor released 
Thursday. 
   Nearly one-third of the state is in severe 
drought, mostly from the Interstate 72 cor-
ridor to just north of Interstate 74 and 
along the eastern border of the state from 
northern Edgar to Lake County. And more 
than half the state (51 percent) is in mod-
erate drought. 
   “This is something we haven’t seen in a 
long time – really intense dryness,” Trent 
Ford, state climatologist with the Illinois 
State Water Survey, told FarmWeek. 
“We’re about 8 to 10 inches below normal 
(precipitation) in some parts of Illinois. 
We’re flirting with 1988 as far as precipi-
tation totals.” 
   In fact, average precipitation for the en-
tire state from April 1 to June 10 was the 
second lowest on record dating back to 
1951, according to the state climatologist. 
The only year it was drier in the past 72 
years was 1988. 
   “The one thing that’s been a saving 
grace is we had moisture in the ground be-
fore this drought started,” Ford said. “It’s 
been the one thing keeping things alive. 
The crops are just kind of hanging on in 

some places.” 
   But many farmers wonder just how 
much longer crops can hang on with no 
considerable moisture. The portion of 
crops rated good to excellent in Illinois as 
of June 20 plummeted to just 36 percent 
for corn (down 12 points from the pre-
vious week) and 33 percent for soybeans 
(down 14 points), the National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service Illinois field office 
reported. 
   Nationwide, just 55 percent of corn was 
rated good to excellent as of June 20, 
which is the lowest rating for the week 
since 1992. 
   “We’re heading to a catastrophe if it 
doesn’t rain soon,” said Gary Steward, 
FarmWeek CropWatcher from Stark 
County. “I’m more worried about corn 
than beans, because August rain may 
make a few beans.” 
   Early-planted corn that was able to tap 
into some of the soil moisture generally 
looks better than later-planted corn in 
many areas.  
   But growth of all crops has slowed in re-
cent weeks, regardless of planting date, 
according to Gabe Glotzbach, crop spe-
cialist with Heritage FS in Iroquois 
County. 
   This story was distributed through a cooper-
ative project between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.
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