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BACK ON THE JOB
After taking a 
few months off 
to focus on 
fishing, includ-
ing this 
stringer caught 
last week in 
the Spoon 
River by Dan-
ielle Robine 
(right), Danny 
Blakey of Tou-
lon (left) is 
back delivering 
The Prairie 
News. Wel-
come back.

BUSY AS A FARRIER

William Jones of Farmington works on a hoof of Boo, a pony owned by 
Rachel Landau of rural Brimfield. Photo by Jeff Lampe.

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Weekly Post  

  FARMINGTON – Wil-
liam Jones is a rarity. One 
notable way is that he owes 
his career to his mother-in-
law – and admits 
that fact. 
  Then, too, 
there’s the matter 
of Jones working 
as a farrier, mak-
ing him one of 
about 25,000 
people in the U.S. 
who earn a living 
caring for the feet 
of horses. 
   For the past 17 years, 
Jones has traveled central 
Illinois trimming and shoe-
ing horse hooves. He en-
joys the work and does 
plenty of it, having had to 

establish a policy of not 
taking on new customers. 
But it’s not a career he 
planned for growing up.  
   “The honest truth is, I 
was standing around one 

day waiting for one 
of the farriers to 
come do our horses 
and my mother-in-
law (Kate Beckman) 
said that’s something 
you ought to do,” 
said Jones, who at the 
time had a job fram-
ing houses. “She 

printed a bunch of paper-
work on all the horseshoe-
ing schools in the U.S. for 
me.” 
   At first, Jones tossed the 
papers onto the floorboard 
of his truck. But curiosity 

Shoeing for a living 
Farmington man has enjoyed  
career of working with horses

Continued on Page 2

Jones

OB desert 
Stark among Illinois counties 

with limited maternal care
By TAMMIE SLOUP 

FarmWeek 
   Stark County residents had the sixth-long-
est drive in the state to receive care at a birth-
ing hospital according to a recent report by 
the March of Dimes. 
   The average drive for Stark County res-
idents to receive maternal care was 38.7 
miles according to the March of Dimes. 
That’s not unsual in rural areas across Illi-
nois, where 35.5% of women live over 30 
minutes from a birthing hospital compared to 
3.5% of women living in urban areas. 
   And in 21 counties, pregnant women must 
travel 28.4 miles or more to the closest birth-
ing hospital. 
   The data comes from a new March of 
Dimes report that takes a deep dive into ma-
ternal care with a state-by-state analysis. The 
Aug. 1 report, ”Where You Live Matters: 
Maternity Care Deserts and the Crisis of Ac-
cess and Equity,” is a new collection of re-
ports that shows more than 5.6 million 
women live in counties with no or limited ac-
cess to maternity care services.  
   The research shows that for millions of 

By Illinois Cooperative Extension 
   URBANA – Using feedback re-
ceived from farmers and other agri-
cultural stakeholders through a 
2022 survey, the University of Illi-
nois Extension is currently imple-
menting changes and staffing 
additions. 
   Throughout 2022, Extension’s As-
sistant Dean and Agriculture and 
Agribusiness Program Leader Tra-
vis Burke and a team of Extension 
educators initiated a statewide sur-
vey on agricultural needs to gain in-
sights on the current and expected 

programming, educational and 
training needs across agricultural 
topics. More than 300 survey re-
spondents shared 
priorities for re-
search and educa-
tion along with 
their preferences 
for programming 
format, timing and 
content.  
   “We heard loud 
and clear that agri-
cultural stakeholders throughout Il-
linois would like a greater presence 

from Illinois Extension, and so we 
have hired seven new commercial 
agriculture and local foods and 
small farms systems educators, with 
plans to fill at least 10 positions by 
the end of the 2023-24 fiscal year,” 
Burke said. 
   Among those seven new hires is 
Rachel Curry, who will work in 
Henry, Mercer, Rock Island and 
Stark counties and focus on com-
mercial agriculture. 
   Curry was part of a field day held 
Wednesday in Galva noon at the 

U of I Extension responding to ag survey

Continued on Page 2
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Brian Corkill Farm. Curry 
shared insights into the 
role of cover crops in nu-
trient loss and in the Illi-
nois Nutrient Loss 

Reduction Strategy. Dennis 
Bowman, an Extension 
specialist in digital agricul-
ture, was also scheduled to 
seed a field with cover 
crops by drone and robot. 
   Beyond hiring, Extension 
educators are now devel-
oping programs based on 

the responses to last year’s 
survey, particularly with 
respect to row crops, spe-
cialty crops and livestock 
management.     
   “Soil health and quality 
emerged as a top outreach 
priority for both row crop 
and specialty crop pro-

ducers,” said Talon Becker, 
commercial agriculture 
educator.  
   A field day is planned for 
this fall and work is being 
done to provide an update 
on research being done at 
the U of I on estimating 
and measuring carbon se-
questration. 
   Local Foods Educator 
Bronwyn Aly has incorpo-
rated specialty crop pro-
ducer needs into upcoming 
education and research.  
   “Our research and educa-
tion will continue to focus 
on identified priority areas 
such as plant nutrition 
needs, pest identification, 
biological controls and 
cover crops,” she said.

took over and he eventually enrolled 
for three months of training at Mid-
west Horseshoeing School in Ma-
comb. While such schooling is not 
required, Jones said most horse-
shoers have at least worked as an ap-
prentice. 
   “If nothing else, I figured I could 
shoe my own horses,” said Jones, 
who worked part time as a farrier for 
two years. “It got to where I was 
working every night and every week-
end and it was either quit taking 
shoeing work and keep framing, or 
quit framing and go to work for my-
self.” 
   Jones chose the latter because he 
enjoys working with horses and with 
metal. At first, he would travel all 
over Illinois to visit stables. Now he 
limits his range to about a 40-mile 
radius of his house south of Farming-
ton, where he lives with wife Kayla, 
two children and five horses. 
   “There’s not a shortage of horses, 
there’s a shortage of horseshoers,” he 
said. 
   Why? 
   “For one thing, physically it’s 
pretty taxing,” Jones said. “It’s hot in 
the summer and cold in the winter 
and you are bent over the whole 
time. You are trying to work with a 
foot between your legs – it’s not the 
easiest thing to do.” 

   That’s also why shoeing is not a ca-
reer one typically works at until re-
tirement age. With that future in 
mind, Jones also runs a snowplow 
business, owns rental houses and is 
considering taking his mobile coffee 
shop off the road in Bartonville and 
into a building somewhere. 
   But for now, he’s content to keep 
trimming and shoeing. Trimming is 
the first step in hoof care and in-
volves using various knives, nippers 
and rasps to get a hoof into proper 
form. 
   “We’re looking at the balance of 
the foot, the angle of the foot and toe 
lengths,” Jones said. “The difference 
between a farrier and a horseshoer is 
that a farrier has a bit more vet-type 
experience.” 
   Some equine clients require only a 
trim. Others also need new shoes. 
   “If you are riding on rocks or up 
and down a road, (horseshoes) are a 
protection thing,” Jones said. “For 
barrel racing and roping, the shoes 
give them traction.” 
   Jones charges $40 for a trim and 
$130 for four shoes. Shoeing is done 
every four to six weeks and trimming 
can be pushed to eight weeks if the 
horse has not been shod. 
   Jones previously made his own 
shoes but found it was not cost-effec-
tive. Now he buys steel or aluminum 
shoes from Anvil Brand, a nationally 

known hoofcare store located in Lex-
ington. 
   Jones said it takes about an hour 
and a half to shoe most horses. A full 
day of work, he said, entails shoeing 
four horses or trimming 10-12. 
   “It doesn’t matter to me if it’s a 
$50 horse or a $50,000 horse,” 
Jones said. “The job I do is the 
same for all of them. These horses 
have to be on their feet when you 
are done with them and I just feel 
like taking a little extra time is the 
right way to do it.” 
   Jones has been around horses all 
his life and said he is very comfort-
able with them. Even so, he is often 
asked if horses kick while being 
shod. 
   “That’s what everybody thinks, but 
that’s the last thing on a (horse’s) 
mind,” he said. “The first thing on 
their mind is just to get away if they 
are afraid.” 
   The key, he says, is to keep horses 
calm. 
   “Horses can read your body lan-
guage. If you’re rushing around they 
get kind of nervous,” he said. “If they 
start getting nervous, just rub them 
and talk to them. A lot of times if you 
just talk to them you can calm them 
down.” 
    Besides, who doesn’t like getting a 
new pair of shoes?   
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FARRIER: Horseshoes changed every 4-6 weeks
Continued from Page 1

EXTENSION: Soil health and quality a priority
Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violation 
   8-29 - Corey A. O’Laughlin - 
Driving 15-20 mph above limit. 
   8-30 - Martin Martinez - Driving 
11-14 mph above limit. 
   8-30 - Chelsea L. Nelson - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
Incidents & Accidents 
   8-28 - Lori and John Nelson, 
Bradford, reported the theft of a 
homemade trailer from a rural farm 
address along East Osceola Road.  
   8-29 - Edward L. Hufnagel, 55, 
Toulon, was arrested for driving 
while his license was revoked. He 
posted $250 cash bond and was re-
leased with a court date to appear.  
   8-29 - Meliton Mercado-Men-
chaca, 45, Peoria, was cited for 
driving without a valid driver’s li-
cense, speeding 63 mph in a 55 
zone, and operating an uninsured 
vehicle. He was issued a court date.  
   8-31 - Tommy Stoecker Jr., 27, of 
Wyoming, reported he had been the 
victim of a hit-and-run accident 
when his vehicle was side-swiped 
by an unidentified driver at the cor-
ner of Jackson and Timber streets in 
LaFayette.  
   9-1 - Patricia A. Fritz, 43, Her-
nando, Fla., was cited for improper 
lane usage.  
   9-2 - Serena J. Brenning-Scott, 
20, Peoria, was cited for speeding 
84 mph in a 55 zone, driving on a 
suspended registration and driving 
with no vehicle insurance. She was 
issued a notice to appear.  
   9-3 - Michael C. Dougherty Jr., 
29, Toulon, was ticketed for driving 
on an expired registration, driving 
on a revoked driver’s license and 
improper lane usage. He was issued 
notices to appear.  
   9-3 - Skylar M. Sauer, 19, Galva, 
was cited for driving without ve-
hicle insurance.  
   9-3 - Rebecca J. Sutton, 40, of 
Russiaville, Ind., was issued notice 
to appear for driving an uninsured 
vehicle.  
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   8-28 - to the 300 block of SE 1st 
St. to assist the Galva Street Depart-
ment get a vehicle moved from the 
edge of the roadway for road re-
pairs.  
   8-28 - to the 100 block of NW 3rd 
St. for a possible water-main break. 
It was determined to be a water 
service line to a residence. The 
Galva Water Department was con-
tacted to shut the water off.  
   8-28 - to a residence on Swank 
Street to follow up on a social 
media complaint involving a juve-
nile. 
   8-28 - to the 300 block of SW 1st 
Ave. for a disabled electric wheel-
chair in the roadway. Officer was 
able to push the subject back to the 
Lincoln House to recharge the 
wheelchair.  
   8-29 - Officer spoke to a subject 
by telephone about a social security 
scam reported last week.  
   8-29 - to the 1000 block of NW 
7th Ave. for a complaint involving 
an aggressive dog that got loose a 
few days earlier and ran after a 
neighbor. The dog owner was 
warned about the Illinois leash law.  
   8-29 - to the 500 block of SE 5th 
Ave. for an abandoned bicycle com-
plaint. The bike was in very poor 
condition and was disposed of.  
   8-29 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 

St. to remove an unwanted subject.   
   8-29 - to the 00 block of Wallace 
St. for a loose-dog complaint. The 
owner was looking for the dog in 
the area. It was returned to her. 
   8-30 - to the 00 block of NW 2nd 
St. for a 911 hang-up call. It was 
determined to be a misdial.  
   8-30 - to the 300 block of Market 
St. for a possible theft complaint.  
Upon further investigation, the item 
in question had been given to the 
subject and was not stolen.  
   8-30 - to the 500 block of NW 7th 
St. for a city ordinance violation for 
burning on a non-burn day. The 
small fire was put out. 
   8-30 - to meet a subject at the 
Galva Police Department to report a 
two-vehicle accident with damage 
only that occurred about three 
weeks earlier. The subjects were not 
able to work out payment arrange-
ments between themselves and 
needed a crash report for insurance 
purposes.  
   8-30 - to the 1000 block of SE 
2nd St. for an audible panic alarm. 
It was a false alarm.  
   8-31 - to the 00 block of NW 4th 
Ave. for a complaint involving a 
neglected dog. The dog appeared 
healthy. 
   8-31 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd 
St. in reference to threats and ha-
rassing phone calls and text mes-
sages.  
   9-1 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 600 block of SE 2nd St., 
Katherine Bricker, 47, Galva, was 
cited for operating a vehicle when 
registration was suspended for no 
insurance and operating an unin-
sured vehicle. She was released 
with a required court date.  
   9-1 - to the 500 block of NE 2nd 
St. for a 911 misdial call. A resident 
was having phone problems.  
   9-1 - Officer was flagged down 
by a subject in the 1100 block of 
NW 3rd Ave. in reference to a juve-
nile refusing to return home with a 
parent. Crisis intervention was con-
tacted and responded to find a res-
olution.  
   9-1 - to the 700 block of NW 2nd 
St. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance.   
   9-1 - Officer assisted Henry 
County with a single-vehicle roll-
over accident with injuries about 
two miles east of town on Route 34.  
   9-1 - Officer checked on a suspi-
cious vehicle that was parked in the 
00 block of NW 3rd St.  The subject 
was having car problems.  
   9-2 - to the 1100 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a 911 hang up call.  It was 
determined to be a misdial.  
   9-2 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 400 block of W. Division St., 
Aaron Aultman, 24, of Washington, 
Ill., was arrested for possession of 
adult-use cannabis in a motor ve-
hicle. A passenger, Rafael Hernan-

dez-Ramirez, 23, also of Washing-
ton, was arrested for possession of 
adult-use cannabis in a motor ve-
hicle and illegal transportation of 
alcohol by a passenger. Both sub-
jects were released with required 
court dates.  
   9-2 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a loose-dog complaint. Of-
ficer located the owner nearby and 
the dog was returned.   
   9-2 - to the Galva Cemetery for a 
suspicious vehicle complaint. The 
subject was visiting a gravesite.  
   9-2 - to the 300 block of NW 2nd 
St. for a complaint involving a dog 
that bit a subject walking past. 
   9-3 - to the 400 block of SE 1st 
St. for a domestic disturbance and 
child-custody dispute. The children 
were exchanged without further in-
cident.  
   9-3 - to the 100 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a theft complaint.  
   9-3 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St., 
Tonya Rose, 55, Galesburg, was ar-
rested for speeding 26-35 mph over 
the posted limit. She was released 
with a court date.    
   9-3 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a traffic complaint involving 
open alcohol and drugs being seen. 
Officer was not able to locate the 
suspect vehicle. 
   9-3 - to the 100 block of NW 7th 
Ave. to check a vacant residence 
that had lights on. Officer checked 
the residence, not finding anyone. 
The officer secured the doors.  
   9-2 - Lindsey Marshall, 40, Vic-
toria, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 1100 block of SE 
2nd St.  
   9-2 - Tiana Calhoun, 44, Gales-
burg, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 1100 block of SE 
2nd St.  
   9-2 - Rebecca Heaton, 85, LaFay-
ette, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1000 block of SE 2nd St.  
   9-2 - Cornelius Stanley, 53, Ga-
lesburg, was issued a citation for 
not having valid registration in the 
1000 block of SW 2nd St. 
Peoria County Report 
   8-25 – An Edelstein-area man re-
quired hospital attention after a riding 
mower fell on him. The accident hap-
pened about 7 p.m. at a farm in the 
4600 block of W. Illinois Route 90, 
according to a Peoria County Sher-
iff’s Office report. The 64-year-old 
victim was aboard the mower when it 
slid alongside a creek. Someone at-
tached a chain to a field tractor to 
pull out the mower. 
   When the tractor accelerated, the 
mower rolled and the victim fell off 
it, the report stated. The mower’s roll 
bar landed across one of his hips. The 
victim said he didn’t feel severe pain, 
but an ambulance transported him to 
Carle Health Methodist Hospital in 
Peoria as a precaution. 
Property Transfers 
   8-29 - Troy C. Wall to Jacob A. 
Steward - Pt Lt 5 sect 24-14-7 SW - 
137 N. Peoria St., Bradford - Con-
sideration = $83,000. 
   8-30 - Ernest W. and Ernie Jr. 
Toutant to Brent Barding - Pts sect 
17-12-6 SE - 7661 Sharkey High-
way, Wyoming - Consideration = 
$145,500. 
Marriage 
   9-1 - Brittney Lynn Harris and 
Thomas Brady Harper, both of Wy-
oming.
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GUEST VOICES

   In the bitterly divided, highly par-
tisan world of Washington, D.C., 
few institutions are more divided 
and more partisan than today’s Su-
preme Court. 
   The court showcased that split 
again this spring when it signifi-
cantly narrowed the federal govern-
ment’s authority to protect wetlands 
under the 51-year-old Clean Water 
Act (CWA) in Sackett v. Environ-
mental Protection Agency. The 5-4 
decision was as groundbreaking as 
it will be water-polluting, say envi-
ronmental advocates. 
   The facts of the case are clear: In 
2007, an Idaho couple, the Sacketts, 
planned to build a home near a lake. 
As construction 
began, EPA or-
dered it halted 
“because their lot 
contain(ed) wet-
lands protected 
by the CWA, 
which bars the 
discharge of pol-
lutants, including 
rocks and sand, 
into ‘navigable waters,’” explained 
the independent, peer-reviewed 
SCOTUSblog. 
   The Sacketts didn’t file suit over 
the fact that a wetland was on their 
property; everyone agreed that there 
was. Instead, the fight ensued over 
whether the wetland drained into a 
“navigable water” as defined under 
the Clean Water Act. 
   EPA ruled it did; the Sacketts dis-
agreed, noting that the wetland first 
drained into an unnavigable creek 
before it drained into the indispu-
tably “navigable” lake. Despite 
court loss after court loss, the cou-
ple pursued the case until it rose, 
appeal after appeal, to the high 
court. 
   The court, unsurprisingly, ac-
cepted the case because previous 
Supreme Court rulings in Clean 
Water Act cases seemed to muddy 

the complicated law “as property 
owners and the federal government 
wrestled with how far to extend its 
protections against polluting the 
navigable waters of the country,” 
Roll Call recently explained. 
   Farm and ranch groups joined the 
Sacketts in the fight. After decades 
of tiptoeing through legal and legis-
lative fights over what constitutes a 
“navigable water,” everyone – even 
environmental groups – wanted 
someone, be it Congress, the courts, 
or the White House, to arrive at a 
clear, workable clean water rule. 
   Previous attempts centered around 
WOTUS, or the broadly interpreted, 
EPA-empowering Waters of the 
United States rule. 
   To most farmers, WOTUS was a 
“I-can’t-tell-you-what-it-is-until-I-
see-it” EPA trap that had not kept 
up with agriculture’s rapid indus-
trialization under the aging Clean 
Water Act. The courts agreed and, 
as such, WOTUS went through sev-
eral updates and revisions under 
succeeding administrations. 
   The May 25 Sackett decision, ho-
wever, ended that bitter, decades-
long fight by starting another bitter, 
probably decades-long fight. 
   Justice Samuel Alito (he of recent 
Alaskan water fame) wrote that the 
Sacketts had been right from the 
get-go: “In sum, we hold that the 
CWA extends to only those ‘wet-
lands with a continuous surface 
connection to bodies that are 
‘waters of the United States’ in their 
own right’...” 
   In fact, Alito added, “...they are 
‘indistinguishable’ from those 
waters.” 
   The decision, joined by Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts, Justice Clarence 
Thomas, Justice Amy Coney Bar-
rett, and Justice Neil Gorsuch, “sig-
nificantly shrank the reach of the 
federal clean water protections, 
dealing a major blow to President 
Joe Biden’s efforts to restore pro-

tections to millions of acres of wet-
lands and delivering a victory to 
multiple powerful industries,” re-
ported Politico. 
   That’s an understatement; most 
land developers, farmers, and 
ranchers were elated after the razor-
thin decision was handed down. 
   Also understated are the ruling’s 
long-term consequences, notes De-
mocracyNow, a  left-leaning news 
organization. The court’s action 
“ends protections for about half of 
all wetlands in the contiguous 
United States, jeopardizing access 
to safe drinking water for millions.” 
   In a curious twist, the court’s 
other four justices agreed that the 
Sacketts had been right from the 
start but strongly disagreed with 
their colleagues’ solution: knee-cap-
ping the Clean Water Act by ap-
pointing themselves “as the national 
decision-maker on environmental 
policy.” That was Congress’s job 
and, in fact, it had done that job 
when it “drafted the CWA.” 
   Justice Brett Kavanaugh went 
further in his dissent. Writing for 
his three colleagues, Kavanaugh, a 
Trump appointee, noted that the 
“court’s new [WOTUS] test is ‘suf-
ficiently novel and vague’ and that 
it will create precisely the kind of 
regulatory uncertainty that the ma-
jority criticized.” 
   In short, the split decision only 
further muddies the law and rural 
America’s increasingly dirty 
waters–navigable or unnavigable. 
     © 2023 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Court ruling makes Clean Water murky

Alan 
GUEBERT



women in the United States, it’s more 
difficult to access maternity care. 
One of the largest analyses on mater-
nity care access, the report offers in-
sight into factors that impact 
pregnancies. 
   “A person’s ability to have a 
healthy pregnancy and healthy birth 
should not be dictated by where they 
live and their ability to access consis-
tent, quality care but these reports 
show that, today, these factors make 
it dangerous to be pregnant and give 
birth for millions of women in the 
United States,” said Dr. Elizabeth 
Cherot, March of Dimes president 
and chief executive officer. “Our re-
search shows maternity care is 
simply not a priority in our health-
care system and steps must be taken 
to ensure all moms receive the care 
they need and deserve to have 
healthy pregnancies and strong 
babies.” 
   Hospital closures and a shortage of 
providers are driving changes in ma-
ternity-care access, especially within 
rural areas. Data shows that in Illi-
nois, 34.3% of counties are defined 
as maternity-care deserts. 
   Care deserts are defined as counties 
without any obstetric providers or a 
hospital or birth center that offers ob-
stetric care. Across the country, 6% 

of counties have less access to mater-
nity care than they had in 2018, the 
first year March of Dimes issued a 
report on maternity care. 
   Mapping software calculated the 
average distance to the closest birth-
ing hospital throughout Illinois to 
help identify areas where resources 
are needed to improve access to care. 
Overall in the U.S., women travel 9.7 
miles to their nearest birthing hospi-
tal, with Illinois women traveling an 
average of 6.8 miles. However, 
women living in counties with the 
highest travel times could travel up to 
47.8 miles and 59 minutes, on aver-
age, to reach their nearest birthing 
hospital, and 4.6% of women in Illi-
nois had no birthing hospital within 
30 minutes. 
   Of the 21 counties where women 
must travel 28.4 miles or more to the 
closest birthing hospital, Hardin 
County in southeast Illinois (the least 
populous county in the state) had the 
highest mileage at 47.8 miles. 
   The report also looked at availabil-
ity of family planning services, dis-
parities in prenatal care, chronic 
health conditions and preterm birth, 
and policy solutions and actions. 
   Other nationwide findings include:     
   • The loss of obstetric units in hos-
pitals was responsible for decreased 
maternity care access in 369 counties 

since the 2018 report. 
   • Seventy additional counties have 
been classified as maternity care de-
serts due to a loss of obstetric pro-
viders and obstetric units in hospitals, 
since the initial report in 2018. 
   • More than 32 million reproduc-
tive-age women are vulnerable to 
poor health outcomes due to a lack of 
access to reproductive healthcare 
services. 
   • States with the highest rates of 
maternity care deserts include 
Alaska, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma and South Dakota. 
   The report comes during a critical 
time for hospitals struggling with 
maternity unit closures, recruitment 
and staffing. 
   Even before the pandemic, hospi-
tals started closing maternity units 
because of low birth volume and ris-
ing costs. According to the American 
Hospital Association, more than 50% 
of births in maternity care deserts are 
reimbursed by Medicaid, which have 
lower reimbursement rates – forcing 
hospitals to make cuts that leave pa-
tients without access to care.  
   In addition, the American College 
of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
has reported obstetrics to have one of 
the highest burnout rates across med-
ical specialties, making it difficult to 
recruit and retain providers.

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY 

TOULON ILLINOIS 
Bank of America, N.A. 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
Jimmie D. Boatright; Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants 
Defendants. 
Case No. 2023FC2 
526 North Oak Street, Toulon, IL 
61483 
Judge James A. Mack 

NOTICE OF SALE 
   PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered in the 
above entitled cause on August 4, 
2023, Steven V. Sloan will on Oc-
tober 4, 2023, at the hour of 
10:00AM at the Stark County Sher-
iff's Office, Stark County Court-
house, 130 West Main Street, 
Toulon, IL 61483, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following de-
scribed mortgaged real estate: 
Commonly known as 526 North Oak 
Street, Toulon, IL 61483 
Parcel Number(s): 03-24-400-007 
   The real estate is improved with a 
Single Family Residence. 
Sale terms: Bidders must present, at 
the time of sale, a cashier's or certi-

fied check for 10% of the successful 
bid amount. The balance of the suc-
cessful bid shall be paid within 24 
hours, by similar funds. The subject 
property is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. 
The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the Court. The property 
will NOT be open for inspection. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than the 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required by 
the Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For information call Plaintiff's At-
torney, Manley Deas Kochalski LLC, 
One East Wacker, Suite 1250, Chi-
cago, IL 60601. Phone number: 
312-651-6700. Attorney file 
number: 22-004727. 
I3227378  
Published 8/25, 9/1, 9/8/23 

• • •
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ADVERTISE!  
CALL (309) 286-2185

AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE SALES

Continued from Page 1

OB CARE: Maternity units closing nationwide



Landscape, garden day 
at ICC this weekend 
   EAST PEORIA – The Illinois Cen-
tral College Horticulture program 
will host its 42nd Annual Landscape 
and Garden Day Saturday, Sept. 9, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the ICC Hor-
ticulture Land Lab on the East Peoria 
Campus.  
   This free event is open to the pub-
lic. For students interested in a career 
in horticulture, there will be admis-
sions staff available to assist. 
This year’s event is themed “A 
Whimsical Garden” and features 
seminars with topics of interest to the 
novice or experienced gardeners.  
   The newest plants to win as All-
America Selections will be show-
cased, featuring the best and 
brightest flowers and vegetables 
available for next year’s home gar-
dens. 
   “Landscape and Garden Day at 
ICC is one of my favorite events of 
the year,” said ICC Horticulture Pro-
gram Director Corinne Brown. “As a 
horticulture program and public gar-
den, the event lets us showcase the 
beautiful grounds our students and 
volunteers have worked to establish 
and maintain.” 
   Tours of the facility and green-
house will be provided, as well as 
family-friendly activities. There will 
be a plant sale featuring perennials 
and various interior plants grown by 
students in the ICC Horticulture pro-
gram. Visitors can also enjoy dis-
plays by local garden clubs, nurseries 
and landscapers. 

   Free parking is available with shut-
tle service from Lots A2 and B2. Ac-
cessible parking is in Lot G. 
   Learn more at go.icc.edu/lawngar-
den or call (309) 694-5599. 
Pheasants Forever 
sets family trap shoot 
   PRINCEVILLE – Pheasants 
Forever has scheduled its annual 
family trap shoot for Sept. 30 and 
Oct. 1 at Gilles Family Farms, 22025 
N. Maher Road, located west of 
Princeville. 
   Please call ahead to book a one-
hour time slot starting at 8 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Guns and two boxes of shells 
will be provided, or you can bring 
your own. 
   To register, call Mike Aldrich at 
(309) 229-4090. 
Honor Flight benefit  
returns to Bishop Hill 
   BISHOP HILL – The 14th annual 
Honor Flight Benefit returns to 
Bishop Hill on Sunday, Sept. 17, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Colony 
School. All proceeds from the day’s 
events will be donated to Honor 

Flight of the Quad Cities. The Bishop 
Hill Honor Flight Committee is or-
ganizing this benefit. To volunteer, or 
for more, contact Linda Spring at 
(309) 507-3801. 
   The benefit begins with a lunch at 
the Colony School, located at 405 
West Main Street, Bishop Hill. 
Lunch will be by free will donation. 
Bluegrass music will be provided by 
the Tap Root Wranglers. A live auc-
tion and raffle will also take place at 
the Colony School at 2 p.m. . 
   Since the start of this benefit, the 
community has raised more than 
$120,000 for the Quad Cities Chapter 
of the Honor Flight Network. Area 
veterans will be provided with a free 
trip to Washington, D.C. to visit their 
memorial.  
   Monetary donations and donations 
for the raffle and auction are cur-
rently being accepted. To make a do-
nation or for more information, call 
(309) 507-3801 or (309) 854-1531 or 
(309) 854-2918.  
   Auction/raffle item donations can 
be dropped off at the Prairie Arts 
Center in Bishop Hill, or at County 
Financial in Kewanee. 
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BRIEFS

A “No Dangerous CO2 Pipelines” sign was flown behind an airplane over the Farm Pro-
gress Show in Decatur for three days last week, for six hours each day. Photo courtesy 
of Jim Alwill.
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Pictured above is Boyds Grove Methodist Church’s winning float in the Bradford Labor Day Parade. 
This year’s theme was faith, family and farming. Photo by John A. Ballentine. 

Pictured are parade Grand Marshals Tony 
and Tanya Walker of Bradford. Photo by 
John A. Ballentine. 

Pictured above is the winning entry in the Bradford Labor Day car show, a 1955 Chevrolet Bel Air, 
owned by Rick Barto of Bradford. Photo by John A. Ballentine. 

Pictured above are Valerie Jensen of Tiskilwa, owner 
and rider of horse Bella, and Denise Stout of Henry, 
owner and rider of horse Whisper. Photo by John A. 
Ballentine. 



• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY 

TOULON ILLINOIS 
Bank of America, N.A. 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
Jimmie D. Boatright; Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants 
Defendants. 
Case No. 2023FC2 
526 North Oak Street, Toulon, IL 
61483 
Judge James A. Mack 

NOTICE OF SALE 
   PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered in the 
above entitled cause on August 4, 
2023, Steven V. Sloan will on 
October 4, 2023, at the hour of 
10:00AM at the Stark County 
Sheriff's Office, Stark County 
Courthouse, 130 West Main Street, 
Toulon, IL 61483, sell to the 
highest bidder for cash, the 
following described mortgaged real 
estate: 
   Part of Lot Seven (7) of Block 
Three (3) in John Culbertson's 
Western Addition to the Town of 
Toulon, bounded and described as 
follows: Commencing at a gas pipe 
at the Northwest corner of said Lot 
Seven (7), said Block Three (3); 
thence in an Easterly direction, 
along the line between Lot Seven 
(7) and Eight (8), said Block Three 
(3), 151.95 feet to a gas pipe; 
thence in a Southerly direction, 
70.0 feet to a gas pipe; thence in a 
Westerly direction 151.95 feet to 
the Easterly line of Oak Street; 
thence in a Northerly direction 
along the Easterly line of Oak Street 
70.0 feet to the place of beginning; 
situated in the County of Stark and 
State of Illinois. 
   Commonly known as 526 North 
Oak Street, Toulon, IL 61483 
   Parcel Number(s): 03-24-400-
007 
   The real estate is improved with a 
Single Family Residence. 
Sale terms: Bidders must present, 
at the time of sale, a cashier's or 
certified check for 10% of the 
successful bid amount. The balance 
of the successful bid shall be paid 
within 24 hours, by similar funds. 
The subject property is offered for 
sale without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and in 
"AS IS" condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the Court. The property will NOT be 
open for inspection. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than the 
mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees 
required by the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) 
and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For information call Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Manley Deas Kochalski 
LLC, One East Wacker, Suite 1250, 
Chicago, IL 60601. Phone number: 
312-651-6700. Attorney file 
number: 22-004727. 
I3227378  
Published 8/25, 9/1, 9/8/23 

• • • 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

FOR THE CITY OF GALVA 
2014 Ford Taurus For Sale 

   2014 Ford Taurus Police 
Interceptor with APPROXIMATELY 
118,955 miles and 17,489 hours. 
3.5L V6, dual overhead cams. Front 
Wheel Drive, 6-speed automatic.  
Pwr window, locks, AM/FM/CD, 
A/C, cruise, electric mirrors, and 
more. Police specific equipment, 
including decals, have been 
removed. Vehicle is currently road 
worthy and will be sold AS-IS, 
WHERE IS, with NO WARRANTY 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. 
   Bidders may schedule an 
inspection of the vehicle by 
contacting the Galva Police 
Department during normal working 
hours at (309) 932 – 2555.  

Inspections must be made prior to 
22 September, 2023, during 
normal working hours. 
   1. Each bid shall be submitted in 
figures and words.  In case of any 
discrepancy in the amount bid, the 
prices expressed in written words 
shall govern. 
   2. The bid must be delivered to 
the City Clerk, City of Galva, 311 
N.W 4th Street, Galva, IL, on or 
before 4:00 PM, prevailing time, 25 
September, 2023. Proposals 
received after this time will not be 
considered. 
   3. Bids will be publicly opened at 
the regularly scheduled meeting of 
the Galva City Council to be held at 
6:00 PM on 25 September, 2023 in 
the Council Meeting Room located 
at 311 NW 4th Avenue, Galva, IL 
61434.   
   4. The proposal shall be 
submitted in an opaque, sealed 
envelope on or before the time 
stated and shall bear the name of 
the individual, firm, or corporation 
submitting the bid. 
   5. By submitting a bid, the bidder 
understands and agrees that if that 
proposal is accepted and the bidder 
fails to enter into a contract 
forthwith, the bidder shall be liable 
to the Owner for any damages the 
Owner may thereby suffer. 
   6. Bids may not be modified after 
submittal.  Bidders may withdraw 
proposals either personally or by 
written request at any time before 
the hour set for the bid opening, 
but may not resubmit them.  No 
proposal may be withdrawn or 
modified after the bid opening 
except if the award of contract has 
been delayed for a period of more 
than 45 days. 
   7. The City of Galva reserves the 
right to waive any informality in or 
to reject any or all bids and to 
accept any bid deemed most 
favorable and in the best interest of 
the City after all bids have been 
examined and tabulated. 

Published 9/1, 9/8, 9/15/23 
• • • 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Invitation To Bid for The Cash 
Rent Lease of Farm Ground 

   PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT the 
corporate authorities of the City of 
Galva will receive sealed bids for 
the cash rent lease of the following 
real property: 
   Parcel Identification Number:  
24-34-176-001 
   A tract of land located in a part of 
vacated Wiley, Fleming & Davis 
Addition to the City of Galva, a part 
of Outlot 3, and a part of Outlots 1 
and 2 in the Subdivision of a part 
of the Northwest Quarter (NW 1/4) 
of Section Thirty-four (34), 
Township Fourteen (14) North, 
Range Four (4) East of the Fourth 
Principal Meridian; Henry County, 
Illinois.  More particularly bounded 
and described as follows: 
   Commencing at the Southwest 
corner of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW 1/4) of said Section 34; 
thence in an Easterly direction, 
along the South line of the 
Northwest Quarter (NW 1/4) of 
said Section 34, a distance of 
1103.4 feet to an iron rod at the 
Southeast corner of the Galva Park 
District; thence in a Northerly 
direction, along the East line of 
said tract, 1247.7 feet to an iron 
rod on the South line of SE 6th 
Street in said City; thence in an 
Easterly direction, along said South 
line, 989 feet, more or less, to the 
East line of SE 6th Avenue; thence 
in a Northerly direction, along said 
East line, 30 feet, more or less to 
the South line of said SE 6th 
Street; thence in an Easterly 
direction, along said South line, 
535 feet, more or less to the West 
line of SE 8th Avenue; thence in a 
Southerly direction, along said 
West line, 1290 feet, more or less, 
to the South line of the Northwest 
Quarter (NW 1/4) of said Section 
34; thence in a Westerly direction, 
along said South line, 1500 feet, 
more or less, to the Place of 
Beginning. 
   Said parcel includes 44.43 acres, 
more or less. 
   Bids for the cash rent lease of 
the parcel identified above are 
hereby invited and will be received 
by the City Clerk at 311 N. W. 4th 
Avenue, Galva, Illinois, between the 
hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM 
until 25 September, 2023.  Said 
proposals shall be contained within 
an opaque envelope addressed to: 

Mayor and City Council 
City of Galva 
c/o City Clerk 

311 N. W. 4th Avenue 

Galva, IL 61434 
and shall bear the legend: Cash 
Lease Rent. 
   The parcel identified above will 
be cash leased for three (3) years 
and the City reserves the right to 
enter into a contract with the 
successful bidder that includes an 
option for two (2) one year 
extensions.  Bids should take the 
form of “I am bidding for the cash 
lease of farm ground in the amount 
of $XXX.XX PER ACRE for a total 
of $XXX.XX over three years.   
   All bids received will be publicly 
opened and read aloud at the 
regular meeting of the corporate 
authorities of the City of Galva to 
be held at 6:00 p.m. on 25 
September, 2023. 
   A THREE YEAR CONTRACT may 
be awarded to the highest, most 
responsible bidder whose bid is 
found to be in the best interests of 
the City of Galva, said contract 
taking the form of a cash lease 
agreement for three years, 
beginning the 1st day of March, 
2024 and ending the last day of 
February, 2027.  The corporate 
authorities reserve the right to 
reject any and all bids and to waive 
any informalities or irregularities in 
the bidding.  The corporate 
authorities further reserve the right 
to review and study any and all 
bids and to make a contract award 
within 45 days after the bids have 
been opened and publicly read 
should they so choose. 

Published 9/1, 9/8, 9/15/23 
• • • 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STARK COUNTY 
TOULON ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF                                        
Linda D. Brown, Deceased               
No. 2023PR72 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Linda D. Brown. Letters of Office 
were issued on August 31, 2023, to 
Timothy Boswell as Independent 
Representative whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before March 11, 2024.  Any claim 
not filed by that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
Visit:http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/s
ervice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/g
ethelp.asp, or talk with your local 

circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 

Published 9/8, 9/15, 9/22/23 
• • • 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF                   
Dusty A. Drawyer, Deceased 
No. 2023PR61 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Dusty A. Drawyer. Letters of Office 
were issued on August 4, 2023, to 
Tracy A. Draywer as Independent 
Executor whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before February 29, 2024.  Any 
claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
Visit: 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/servic
e-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 

Published 9/8, 9/15, 9/22/23 
• • • 

LEGAL NOTICE 
   The Stark County C.U.S.D. #100 
Board of Education directed its 
superintendent to prepare a budget 
for the 2023-2024 school year.  
This action was taken at a regular 
meeting on June 20, 2023.  This 
budget will be on display beginning 
Tuesday, August 22, 2023 in the 
Office of the Superintendent, 300 
W. Van Buren, Wyoming, Illinois. 
   The Public Hearing on this 
Budget will be held Monday, 
September 25, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Stark County Elementary 
Cafeteria, 300 W. Van Buren, 
Wyoming, Illinois. 
    Emily Leezer, Secretary 
    Board of Education 
    Stark County CUSD #100 
Published 9/8/23 

• • • 
STATE OF ILLINOIS) 
COUNTY OF STARK)    SS. 

CERTIFICATE 
   I, Hollie Scott do hereby certify 
that I am the duly appointed, 
qualified and now acting Secretary 

of the Bradford Public Library 
District in the Counties of Stark, 
Marshall and Bureau and the State 
of Illinois; that attached hereto is a 
true and correct copy of the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance No. 23-3 for the fiscal 
year July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024. 
   I further certify that the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance was duly passed by the 
Board of Trustees of said Library 
District at a meeting thereof held 
on the 21st day of August 2023; 
that said Ordinance was duly 
passed by yea and nay vote thereon 
with at least a majority of all the 
Board of Trustees having voted yea 
on the adoption and passage 
thereof and approved in 
accordance with the laws of the 
State of Illinois pursuant to the 
notice and publication thereof as 
required by law. 
   I further certify that said Annual 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance, contains an estimate of 
revenues, by sources, anticipated 
to be received by the Bradford 
Public Library in the fiscal year. 
   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
signed my name in my official 
capacity as the Secretary of the 
Board of Trustees of the Bradford 
Public Library, at Bradford, Illinois, 

this 21st day of August 2023. 
      Hollie Scott 
      Secretary  
      Bradford Public Library District 
Published 9/8/23 

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 

Certificate # 43 
   TO: Douglas Johnson any 
spouse; any unknown occupants 
all unknown interested parties; 
   A Petition for a Tax Deed on the 
premises described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court of  
Stark County,Toulon Illinois as     
   Case # 2023 TX 6 
   The real estate is described as: 
524 N. Galena; CASTLES AD-
DITION, CITY OF WYOMING  
PART BLOCK 11 155 X 49.5 
PARCEL#(s) 04-36-301-004 
   Said property was sold on 
10/27/2020, for the general taxes 
for the year of 2019. The period of 
redemption will expire on 
10/27/2023. On November 17, 
2023 the petitioner will make appli-
cation to such court in said county 
for an order for a Tax Deed should 
the real estate not be redeemed by 
10/27/2023. 
JEREMY BENSON PARTNER FOR 
MB TAX PARTNERS 
Petitioner 
Published 9/8/23 

• • •
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LEGAL ADS
OSCEOLA TOWNSHIP 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Fiscal Year Ending  

March 31, 2023 
Town Fund 
Cash Receipts 
Property tax $70,153, state replacement tax $7,596, interest $206, TOIRMA 
refund $1,008, and miscellaneous income $1. Total cash receipts $78,964. 
Cash Disbursements 
Internal Revenue Service $8,116, TOIRMA $6,769, transfers out $32,000, 
Compensation under $25,000 (R. Moodie, K. Logsdon, M. Chamberlain, J. 
Ellis, C. Joos, S. Ehnle, W Ringger) $20,514, cash disbursements under 
$2,500: $13,559. Total cash disbursements $80,958. 
                                             Town         General        Cemetery         
                                             Fund          Assistance   Fund               TOTAL 
Balance March 31, 2022      $52,402    $45,129       $10,646         $108,177 
Cash Receipts                      68,768      7,554           2,642             78,964 
Cash Disbursements           (77,439)    (1.990)        (1,529)          (80,958) 
Balance March 31, 2023      $43,731    $50,693       $11,759         $106,183 
Road & Bridge District 
Cash Receipts 
Property tax $58,049, state replacement tax $8,992, interest income $573, 
transfers in $32,000, other income $500. Total cash receipts $100,114. 
Cash Disbursements 
Ameren $2,794, Purtscher Oil $5,988, Compensation under $25,000 (A. 
Koelling, D. Ehnle) $309, cash disbursements under $2,500: $13,715. Total 
cash disbursements $22,806. 
                                           Road &          Building &   Bridge            
                                           Bridge Fund   Equipment   Construction TOTAL 
Balance March 31,2022     $86,129        $18,631      $164,516      $269,276 
    Cash Receipts                57,377           4,372           38,365           100,114 
    Cash Disbursements     (17,911)        (4,895)                              (22,806) 
Balance March 31, 2023    $125,595      $18,108      $202,881      $346,584 
  Subscribed and sworn to this 30th day of August 2023, I, Martha 
Chamberlain, Supervisor of Osceola Township, County of Stark, State of 
Illinois, do certify that the above is a true copy of the annual treasurer's 
report for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2023. 
                                                                     Martha Chamberlain, Supervisor  

Published 9/8/23 
• • • 
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The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

   INDIANAPOLIS – Par-
ticipation in high school 
sports eclipsed 7.8 million 
in the 2022-23 school 
year, reflecting a sharp in-
crease from the previous 
year, according to the Na-
tional Federation of State 
High School Associations. 
   A total of 7,857,969 par-
ticipants competed in high 
school sports in 2022-23, 
an increase of nearly 
240,000 and up more than 
3 percent from 2021-22. 
That includes 4,529,789 
boys and 3,328,180 girls, 
according to figures ob-
tained from 51 NFHS 
member state associations, 
including the District of 
Columbia. 
   This year’s total marks 
the first upward move-
ment in participation since 
the record of 7,980,886 in 
2017-18, which was fol-

lowed by the first decline 
in 30 years in 2018-19 and 
a two-year halt in data col-
lection due to the pan-
demic.  
   “Perhaps the most en-
couraging news with this 
year’s survey is that most 
every sport for boys and 
girls registered an increase 
from the previous year. 
Certainly, that is the goal 
of these programs – to 
meet the needs of as many 
students as possible. We 
salute coaches, adminis-
trators and everyone in-
volved in school-based 
sports the past few years 
for their efforts in keeping 
these programs alive,” 
said Dr. Karissa Niehoff, 
NFHS chief executive of-
ficer.  
   The top 10 sports re-
mained the same for both 
boys and girls. For boys, 

basketball is first in 
number of programs while 
football is tops in number 
of participants. Outdoor 
track and field is second in 
both categories. 
   For girls, basketball is 
tops in number of pro-
grams at schools and out-
door track leads in number 
of participants.    
   The top 10 sports re-
mained the same for both 
boys and girls, with boys 
tennis leapfrogging boys 
golf as the eighth-most 
popular sport, and girls 
basketball and girls com-
petitive spirit each mov-
ing up a spot on the girls 
side. On the boys side, 
eight of the top ten sports 
registered increases in 
participation, while nine 
of the top ten sports on 
the girls side added partic-
ipants.

High school sports participation up

Answers on Page 3

Answers on Page 3



The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

Page 10 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS • September 8, 2023

OBITUARIES

Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey 
United Methodist Church 

  Rev. Pablo Marty 
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 

(217)425-5707 
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday  

(Pastor), 2nd & 4th Sunday (Lay Speaker); 
West Jersey 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday (Lay Speaker), 2nd & 4th 
Sunday (Pastor); Toulon Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @ Toulon United Methodist Church 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 
 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
Wyoming Nazarene Church 

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational United  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
Toulon First Baptist Church 

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 

threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 
 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 
Wyoming United Methodist Church 

Pastor Rebecca Klemm 
302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   

309-606-9027 
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 

Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 
 

The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

FOR SALE 

• MUSHROOM COMPOST: for gar-
dens, flower beds and lawns. Black 
dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag for drive-
ways and landscapes, 1-3" rejects. 
Delivery is available. Kevin Eberle 
(309) 253-3462, Ron Eberle (309) 
253-5881, Kurt Eberle (309) 253-
7652. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 
• WET GRAIN BINS: Cone type, 18 
ft. Butler, 5,000 bushels $5,000; 16 
ft. Behlen 3,200 bushels $3,200. 
Ready to haul on trailer (309) 635-

4575.  
• COUCH: L-Shaped couch (5x7) , 
maroon/red color, $150. (309) 368-
5000. 
• ZERO-TURN MOWER: 2010 John 
Deere Z445 zero turn mower, 54-
inch mowing deck, Kawasaki motor, 
$900 OBO. (309) 231-6040. 
• MOBILE HOME: 14’x80’, 828 E. 
Fort St., Lot 20, Farmington, Batter-
ton Mobile Home Park, 3 BR, 2BA, 
large living room and kitchen, at-
tached garage and attached storage 
shed. (309) 338-8099. 

FOR RENT 

 TOULON: For Rent Upstairs 2 bed-
room apartment, 105 E. Main, Tou-

lon. (309) 678-1831 
TOULON: For Rent Toulon 1 bed-
room house, 214 E. Turner, all 
appliances, $700 per month. Call 
(309) 678-1831. 

SERVICES 

• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. Call 
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certi-
fied OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
26% Tax Credit.  Prices start as low 
as $9,525! Call today (309) 565-
4300. 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of ex1perience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call me 
at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette. 

HELP WANTED 

• Fall farm help wanted: experi-
enced individual to operate an auger 
wagon. Wyoming, Illinois. Call 
(309) 238-6148.

CLASSIFIEDS

Robert C. Brown 
   PRINCEVILLE – Robert C. “Bob” 
Brown, 79, of Princeville, formerly 
of Shabbona, peacefully passed away 
at 10:11 a.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 29, 
2023, at home 
surrounded by his 
loving family. 
   Born on Jan. 24, 
1944, in Sterling, 
he was the son of 
the late Gerald 
and Juanita 
(McDonald) 
Brown. On Aug. 
23, 1969, he married Mary Piat-
kowski in Streator; she survives. 
   Also surviving are a son, Robert C. 
(Michele) Brown, Jr.; grandson, 
Clark Brown; sister, Donna (Larry) 
Oncken; brother, Gerald Brown; and 
several nieces and nephews. He was 
also preceded in death by one sister, 
Sandy Marshall. 
   Robert was a corporal in the United 
States Marine Corps, working as a 
radio operator. He served from 1962-
66, and was deployed to Vietnam. He 
was later employed as an audio-
visual engineer at Northern Illinois 
University for 33 years, retiring in 
1999.  
   He enjoyed electronics, woodwork-
ing, and fishing. Bob had a great 
sense of humor, recently writing a 
note to his grandson, “Clark, I will be 
watching over you from heaven on 
your first home. If that doesn’t work 
out, I will be in the basement.”  
   His funeral with military honors 
will be on Friday, Sept. 8, 2023, at 11 
a.m. at Haskell Funeral & Cremation 
Services in Princeville. Visitation 
will be two hours prior, beginning at 
9 a.m. Burial will be at a later date.  

   In lieu of flowers and memorial 
gifts, contributions may be made to 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal.  
   To leave online condolences for 
Bob’s family please visit www.has-
kellfuneral.com. 

Lila Baker 
   PRINCEVILLE – Lila “Fern” 
Baker, 93, of Princeville, passed 
away peacefully at 9:45 a.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 31, 2023, at the Arc at 
Chillicothe.  
   Fern was born on May 4, 1930, in 
Calhoun County, Miss., to Richard 
and Iris (Clark) Mooneyham. She 
married Leland C. “Butch” Baker on 
June 14, 1953, in Starkville, Miss. 
He preceded her in death on Dec. 9, 
1982.  
   Survivors include one daughter, 
Leanna (Tom) Flanagan of Prince-
ville; two sons, Curtis (Renae) Baker 
of Orange City, Iowa, and Paul Baker 
of Morton; four grandchildren, Wes-
ton (Heidi) Wolven, Wyatt (Melissa) 
Wolven, Amanda (Gary) Leunsmann 
and Will (Katy) Baker; eight great-
grandchildren, Grayce, Ethan, Olivia, 
Mathias, Maxwell, Faith, Malachi 
and Jase; two sisters, Ruby Bell of 
Princeville and Sue Willingham of 
Murfreesboro, Tenn.; and many 
nieces and nephews.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents; one brother, Clark Mooney-
ham; and one sister, Nancy Potter.   
   Her funeral service was to be Tues-
day, Sept. 5, 2023, at Haskell Funeral 
& Cremation Services in Princeville. 
David Spillman was to officiate. Bu-
rial was to follow at Princeville Cem-
etery.   
   Memorial contributions may be 

made to Akron-Princeville Ambu-
lance Service or the Lillie M. Evans 
Library.  
   Condolences for Fern’s family may 
be left on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Lynda L. Oakes 
   LAURA – Lynda L. Oakes, 80, 
formerly of rural Laura passed away 
Aug. 29, 2023, at Seminary Manor 
Nursing Home in Galesburg, with 
her family by her side. 
   Lynda was born Dec. 30, 1942, in 
Johnson City, Tenn., the daughter of 
Jesse and Ruth (Presley) Sullivan. 
She married the love of her life, 
David H. Oakes, on Aug. 21, 1965, at 
the Smithville Bible Church in 
Hanna City. 
   She is survived by her husband of 
58 years, David; her children, Char-
lotte (David) Lindsey of Oneida, Ill., 
and Robert D. (Mary) Oakes of Chi-
cago; one sister, Mary Ann Hitch-
cock of Maylene, Ala.; and four 
grandchildren, Elizabeth (Taylor) 
Roberts, Timothy Lindsey, Zachary 
Oakes and Delaney Oakes.  
   She is preceded in death by her par-
ents and her twin sister, Wilma Mun-
son. 
   Lynda graduated from Limestone 
Community High School in 1960. 
After marrying David, she proudly 
took on her new position as a farm-
wife, helping in the field and with the 
livestock operation. Lynda was se-
lected as “Farmwife of the Year” in 
1980 by the Farm Bureau after being 
nominated by her husband, David.          
Funeral services were to be Tuesday, 
Sept. 5, 2023. Burial was to be in 
French Grove Cemetery.  

Brown

By The Prairie News 
   The Galva volleyball team swept 
Peoria Manual 25-7, 25-4 on the 
road last Tuesday in a non-confer-
ence contest. 
   Ava Strom served huge on the 
night for Galva (2-5) with 14 aces 
to go with eight attacks, six assists 
and two digs. Addison Yepsen chal-
lenged Strom with 10 aces, eight at-
tacks, leading the team with 12 

assists and adding two digs. Addie 
Moore was the GHS kills leader 
with five, also recording seven at-
tacks. 
   The Lady Wildcats are home ver-
sus Lincoln Trail opponent Anna-
wan-Wethersfield on Monday for 
their next matchup. 
   • SC volleyball – Stark  County (0-
6) fell to Henry 25-13 and 25-15 
last Tuesday at home in non-confer-

ence play. 
   Kenna Newton battled with 11 
digs. Payten Hillier assisted on five 
scores. Hannah Allen, Emily Deme-
treon, and Carlyn Fernetti each con-
tributed three kills in the effort. 
   Next up for the Lady Rebels is a 
spot in the Midland Invitational at 
Varna on Saturday.      

– Phil Johnson

Galva volleyball sweeps past Peoria Manual
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FOOTBALL: Galva foe shows up one hour late

Stark County 21 
Annawan-Wethersfield 20 

Stark County 7 7 7 0 - 21 
Annawan-Weth 0 7 7 6 - 20 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

SC - Joos 46 pass from Rewerts (Joos 
kick) 

Second Quarter 
AW - Horrie 9 run (Sauer kick) 

Third Quarter 
SC - Gerber 6 run (Joos kick) 
AW - Covington 16 run (Sauer kick) 
SC - Joos 53 pass from Rewerts (Joos 
kick) 

Fourth Quarter 
AW - Horrie 7 run (run failed) 

Team Statistics 
SC AW 

First downs 12 16 
Rushes-Yds 31-117 33-156 
Yds per carry 3.8 4.7 
Comp-Att-Int 4-13-0 12-21-2 
Passing yds 122 194 
Fumbles-lost 2-2 0 

Individual Statistics 
  Rushing - SC: Orwig 9-17, Barnwell 
6-24, Rewerts 14-60, Bowser 1-10, 
Gerber 1-6. AW - Rashid 13-18, Horrie 
15-129, Covington 5-9. 
Passing - SC: Rewerts 4-13-0 122. 
AW: Horrie 12-21-2 194. 
Receiving - SC: Joos 2-99, Bowser 1-
11, Orwig 1-12. AW: Hornback 6-59, 
Rashid 2-51, Thurston 1-(-3), Sauer 2-
60, Gillespie 1-27. 
  Tackles - SC: Barnwell 6, Siebenthal 
5. AW: Rashid 11.   

Christian Life 36, Galva 0 
Christian Life 0 6 8 15 - 29 
Galva 6 8 0 6 - 20 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

RCL - 32 pass (conversion good) 
Second quarter 

RCL - 27 interception return (kick 
failed) 
RCL - 41 run (conversion good) 

RCL - 28 pass (conversion good) 
Third quarter 

RCL - 25 run (kick failed) 
Team Statistics 

RCL G 
Rushes-Yds 21-87 22-138 
Yds per carry 4.1 6.3 
Comp-Att-Int 8-20-1 0-7-1 
Passing yds 214 0 

Individual Statistics 
  Rushing – G: Hulstrom 11-80, Gustaf-
son 4-49, Mille 6-7, Rachel 1-2. 
   Passing – G: Mille 0-7-1-0. 
   Tackles – G: Baulch 7, Rachel 6. 
dle 2-14, Sams 4-13, Bertlshofer 1-9. 
Princeville 36, Havana 14 

Havana 0 6 0 8 - 14 
Princeville 24 6 6 0 - 36 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

P - Kieser 87 pass from Carruthers 
(Hunt pass from Carruthers) 
P - Kieser 48 run (Johnson pass from 
Carruthers) 
P - Carruthers 15 run (Williams pass 
from Carruthers) 

Second Quarter 
P - Kieser 69 pass from Carruthers 
(run failed) 
H - Nichols 3 fumble return (conver-
sion failed) 

Third Quarter 
P - Kieser 62 run (conversion failed) 

Fourth Quarter 
H - Foster 8 run (Green run) 

Team Statistics 
H P 

Rushes-Yds 37-180 23-225 
Yds per carry 4.9 9.8 
Comp-Att-Int 8-17-0 9-17-0 
Passing yds 115 210 

Individual Statistics 
  Rushing - H: Nichols 12-72, Barner 
10-53, Green 5-32, Boggs 3-4, Brooks 
4-3, Foster 3-16. P: Kieser 15-187, 
Carruthers 3-14, Primera 3-19, Wil-
liams 1-5, Geiger 1-0. 
  Passing - H: Barner 6-14-0 79, 
Brooks 3-4-0 36. P: Carruthers 8-9-0 

210, Williams 1-8-0 9. 
  Receiving - H: Green 2-42, Pethel 2-
30, Nichols 1-(-4), Brooks 1-35, 
Stuhmer 1-3, Boggs 1-3, Shaw 1-6. P: 
Kieser 3-165, Johnson 2-31, Williams 
2-8, Sarnes 1-12, Hunt 1-3. 
  Tackles - P: Cunningham 7, Hunt 7, 
Kieser 6, Carruthers 5.   

ROWVA-Williamsfield 47 
LVC 8 

LVC 0 0 8 0 - 8 
ROWVA-Williams20 20 0 7 - 47 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

R-W - Bertlshofer 47 run (Miller kick) 
R-W - Cordle 8 run (Miller kick) 
R-W - Brown 5 run (kick failed) 

Second Quarter 
R-W - Bertlshofer 7 run (kick failed) 
R-W - Brown 3 run (Miller kick) 
R-W - Bertlshofer 26 run (Miller kick) 

Third Quarter 
LVC - Fumble recovery (run good) 

Fourth Quarter 
R-W - DeJaynes 7 pass from 
Schroeder (Miller kick) 

Team Statistics 
LVC R-W 

Rushes-Yds - 26-310 
Yds per carry - 11.9 
Comp-Att-Int - 10-12-0 
Passing yds - 132 

Individual Statistics 
  Rushing – R-W: Bertlshofer 8-182, 
Hertz 5-61, Traphagan 6-37, Cordle 3-
19, Brown 2-8, Davis 3-3. 
   Passing – R-W: Danner 7-8-0-94, 
Schroeder 3-4-0-38. 
   Receiving – R-W: Hull 2-37, Bertls-
hofer 2-32, Miller 1-21, Brown 1-14, 
Sams 2-11, Powell 1-10, DeJaynes 1-7. 
   Tackles – R-W: Dennison 7, Mitchell 
6.

SCOREBOARD
LincolnLand - Large 

Overall  Conf 
W L W L 

Farmington 2 0 2 0 
Knoxville 2 0 2 0 
Illini West 1 1 1 1 
Macomb 1 1 1 1 
Mercer County 1 1 0 0 
Elmwood-Brim 0 2 0 1 
West Hancock 0 2 0 1 
LVC 0 2 0 2 

Last Week 
Illini West 34, Elmwood-Brimfield 14 
Farmington 45, West Hancock 20 
Knoxville 48, Macomb 30 
ROWVA-Williamsfield 47, LVC 8 
Mercer County 38, Peru St. Bede 13 

Friday, Sept. 8 
Elmwood-Brimfield at West Hancock  
Farmington at Tuscola 
Mercer County at LVC 
Illini West at Macomb 
Princeville at Knoxville 

LincolnLand - Small 
Overall  Conf 
W L W L 

Princeville 2 0 2 0 
Stark County 2 0 2 0 
ROWVA-Willmsfld 2 0 1 0 
United 2 0 1 0 
Annawan-Weth. 1 1 1 1 
South Fulton 1 1 1 1 
Abingdon-Avon 0 2 0 2 
Havana 0 2 0 2 
Rushville-Industry 0 2 0 2 

Last Week 
Princeville 36, Havana 14 
Stark County 21, Annawan-Weth. 20 
ROWVA-Williamsfield 47, LVC 8 
United 34, Rushville-Industry 22 
South Fulton 13, Abingdon-Avon 0 

Friday, Sept. 8 
Princeville at Knoxville 
ROWVA-Williamsfield at United 
Abingdon-Avon at Stark County 
Havana at South Fulton 
Annawan-Weth. at Rushville-Industry

   Rewerts also connected with Joos 
on a 53-yard scoring pass in the third 
quarter after Cole Kinsella of the 
Rebels blocked a field-goal attempt. 
   Joos, who scored his first varsity 
touchdown in last year’s playoff loss 
at ROWVA-Williamsfield, now has 
three TD receptions on the season. 
   And while Rewerts completed just 
4 of 13 passes, two went for scores 
and he managed 122 passing yards. 
   Stark County’s second score came 
on a 6-yard sweep around the right 
end by senior wideout Avery Gerber. 
But after grabbing a 14-7 lead and 
then stopping A-W, the Rebels fum-
bled a punt return and gave the Titans 
possession at the Stark County 27-
yard line. 
   “We felt like we were about ready 
to take control of the game, but we 
let them back in,” Noard said. 
   A-W scored a few plays later on a 
16-yard run by Tommy Covington. 
Both other Titans scores were on 
runs by Horrie, one a 9-yarder and 
the other from 7 yards in the fourth 
quarter. That last score set up the dra-
matic conversion attempt. 
   “I thought we did a good job on the 
interior all night and we made the 
stop when we needed to,” Noard 
said, singling out praise for defensive 
lineman Ben Siebenthal and Kin-
sella. “Our front seven as a group did 
a really good job of swarming to the 
football. Their running back and 
quarterback, there’s a lot of times one 
guy can’t bring them down. And we 
usually had a lot of guys there.” 
   Beyond that, Noard was pleased 
with how well his team responded to 
temporary setbacks in a game against 
an A-W team that was a preseason 
favorite in the small division. 
   “We’ve been in two down-to-the-
wire games and we had some situ-
ations where we could have quit. 
And we just kept battling and made 
big plays to win,” Noard said. “I 
thought we had a chance to do this. 
But I thought we would have to play 
more mistake-free than we did. That 

makes me feel good, too.” 
   Next up for the Rebels is a home 
game Friday against Abingdon-Avon 
(0-2, 0-2), which has been outscored 
43-13 so far this season.  

– Jeff Lampe 
Rockford Christian Life 36, Galva 0  

   GALVA – With low numbers in an 
8-man format, Galva Coach Mark 
Jeffrey has learned to roll with the 
punches. But he probably wasn’t ex-
pecting what happened before his 
team faced Rockford Christian Life. 
   Their game last Friday night began 
almost one hour late because of 
Christian Life tardiness, according to 
Jeffrey. He said the Christian Life 
contingent didn’t appear initially in 
Galva until about 6 p.m., the sched-
uled kickoff time.  
   “They thought it started at 7,” Jef-
frey said. “They didn’t take a bus. 
They drove separately. A couple of 
guys got there at 6, a couple got there 
at 6:10. It was crazy. Every day, 
something happens that makes you 
kind of reset and reorder everything. 
Just an exercise in fluidity. 
   “Our warmup was at an all-time 
high. The weather was perfect, ev-
erything was right. At 5:45, we went 
into the locker room and I was kind 
of thinking, ‘Where are these guys?’ 
I gave the pregame speech and we 
had to sit for 45 minutes.” 
   Once the game began, Christian 
Life showed little effects from the 
delay, nor from their 130-mile trip. 
Galva was breaking in a new quarter-
back, senior Andrew Mille, who 
never had played football, according 
to Jeffrey. Mille had five fumbles in 
the first half. 
   Mille’s travails weren’t decisive, in 
Jeffrey’s view. They’re part of a long 
learning curve for the Wildcats. 
   “We’re playing Detroit Lions ball,” 
the coach said. “We’re having sus-
tained drives and getting stops on de-
fense, but we get a stop and they pop 
a 48-yard pass. We’re getting first 
downs, and then we have a fumble.” 
   Freshman fullback Braxton Hul-
strom approached 100 yards rushing 

for the game, according to Jeffrey. 
He also cited good performances 
from lineman Cole Baulch and cor-
nerbacks Bryant Jeffrey and Jared 
O’Brien. 
   “They were gunslinging, and he 
broke up four or five deep plays to 
keep them from getting in scoring 
position,” Coach Jeffrey said about 
his son. 
   The Wildcats’ first road game of 
the season is Friday night at Bush-
nell-Prairie City. A game that was to 
be played at 7 p.m. Sept. 29 at Or-
angeville has been rescheduled to 1 
p.m. Sept. 30, according to Jeffrey. 
Kickoff time Oct. 14 at Martinsville 
is set for 1 p.m., two hours earlier 
than first planned. 

– Nick Vlahos 
Elsewhere 

   What should have been a sweet 
victory for Princeville developed a 
sour taste partway through the sec-
ond quarter. Ahead by 24 points 
against Havana and playing some of 
its best football in years, Princeville 
lost starting quarterback and defen-
sive back Logan Carruthers to a dis-
located shoulder in his throwing arm. 
While the Princes won 36-14 to tie 
for the lead in the LincolnLand Con-
ference small-division, Carruthers is 
out for at least a few weeks. ... 
Against Lewistown-based LVC, R-
W did most of its work in the first 
half. The Cougars scored six times 
before intermission and their starters 
rested afterward. Bryan Bertlshofer 
might have needed the break. He ran 
for three touchdowns and a game-
high 182 yards on only eight carries. 
... United continued its unexpected 
strong start by running over Rush-
ville-Industry, 34-22. United scored 
on five of seven possessions, with 
two halted only by the clock. United 
got 151 yards and two TDs from 
Jake McElwee and passed for 143 
yards and two scores. R-I had 239 
rushing yards on 43 carries. ... 
Abingdon-Avon had first-and-goal 
inside the 5 twice and did not score 
in a 13-0 loss to South Fulton.    

Continued from Page 12

GARAGE SALES
516 N. Main Ave., Wyoming • SEPTEMBER 15 & 16 

Garage Sale Friday, Sept. 15, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 16, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at 516 N. Main Ave., Wyoming. Tools, fishing items, children and adult 
books, glassware, some small furniture, jewelry, clothing, toys, etc., etc., etc. 
Something for everyone! 

205 N Galena Ave, Wyoming • SEPTEMBER 15  
Garage Sale: Multi-family garage sale Friday, Sept. 15; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 205 N. 
Galena Ave., Wyoming. 36" screen with fold up legs, complete crib set, vintage 

hankies, hat - ladies, sewing machine cabinet / table, and lots of misc. 
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By The Prairie News 
   KEWANEE – It’s not quite “Wake up 
the echoes” stuff. Not yet. 
   As Jade Noard said, “We’re a play or 
two from being 0-2.” 
   But after two weeks against traditionally 
strong football programs, Stark County 
has started 2-0 for a second straight year. 
And if the season-opening win over an 
unfamiliar foe didn’t wake some echoes, 
last Friday’s 21-20 defeat of Annawan-
Wethersfield did. This edition of the 
Rebels is different, more akin to teams of 
old than to recent squads that fell short of 
the playoffs. 
   The win over perennial power Anna-
wan-Wethersfield snapped a seven-game 
losing streak in the series and came de-
spite Stark County not playing a perfect 
game. The victory also stamped the 
Rebels as contenders for the title in the 
new LincolnLand Conference small divi-
sion with a 2-0 league mark. 
   “Our coaches remember when we had a 
nice run against (A-W). But our kids don’t 
remember that,” Noard said. “All they re-
member is the last seven. So getting this 
one was nice for the kids.” 
   Certainly there were chances for Stark 
County to fall short, right up to the last 
seconds. With 2:42 remaining, A-W 
scored on a 7-yard run by quarterback Dil-
lon Horrie to pull within 21-20. But after 
having a 27-yard field goal blocked earlier 
in the second half, A-W opted to go for 
the win instead of kicking for a tie.  

   But as they had been for most of the 
evening, the Rebels were ready for a 
handoff to A-W running back Zeb Rashid. 
Rashid was stopped well short on the con-
version, continuing a theme on a night 
when he gained just 18 yards on 13 carries 
and was tackled for a loss five times. 
   “Overall, I thought the biggest thing was 
we really kept Rashid in check,” Noard 
said. “Everybody knows he’s a ton, a 
really good running back. And he got a 
few yards, but I thought our defense did a 
really good job of not letting him hurt us.” 
   While A-W quarterback Dillon Horrie 
ran for 129 yards and passed for 194, the 
Rebels came up with two interceptions, 
including one by Braden Lindley in the 
closing seconds that cinched the win. 
   A-W had started deep in Rebels’ terri-
tory on that final drive thanks to a Stark 
County punt that went straight out of 
bounds. After getting one first down and 
one incompletion, A-W took a shot at the 
end zone that Lindley intercepted at the 2-
yard line to preserve the narrow win. 
   “It was so close down there we had to 
be very careful at the end of the game tak-
ing a knee,” Noard said. 
   Offensively, Stark County relied on a 
big-play attack that included a 46-yard 
scoring pass from Luke Rewerts to senior 
Lane Joos on the Rebels’ first offensive 
snap.  
   “He was wide open,” Noard said. “It 
was a good start.” 

Rebels upset A-W 
Defense makes big stop on late conversion attempt

Continued on Page 11
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