
By STEVE STEIN 
Shaw Local News Network 

   Just in time for Veterans 
Day, Illinois Joining 
Forces is launching an ef-
fort to connect veterans 
with services they may 
need. 
   The effort is called Oper-
ation Connect a Vet. 
  People are asked to con-
tact IJF through the end of 
the year to request a well-
ness check – either a sin-
gle check-in or on an 
ongoing basis – for a vet-
eran, service member or 
member of their family. 
   The wellness checks will 
be made by veterans who 
help fellow veterans for a 
living. One is Michael 
Pedroza, a U.S. Navy vet-
eran who served from 
1989 to 1993. He’s a vet-
eran care coordinator spe-
cialist for IJF. 
   “Veterans we’ll be cal-
ling doesn’t necessarily 

have to be experiencing a 
crisis,” Pedroza said. “At 
the very least, we want to 
let them know there’s 
someone to talk to, another 
veteran, and they’re not 
alone.” 
   Most calls Pedroza takes 
from veterans do uncover 
a crisis. And that crisis is 
usually financial, he said. 
   A recent report by the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture noted that 
11% of working-age vet-
erans live in a food-inse-
cure household. 
   There are a multitude of 
financial problems vet-
erans face, Pedroza said. 
   “Rent. Mortgage. Life is-
sues, like deciding be-
tween fixing a 
broken-down vehicle or 
getting meds,” he said. 
“We’re not going to give 
veterans a hand out, but a 
hand up. We want to meet 

By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Officials 
at the Illinois State Police 
said Tuesday they are work-
ing to finalize rules for regis-
tering assault weapons and 
other items that are now 
tightly regulated under the 
state’s new assault weapons 
ban as a Jan. 1 compliance 
deadline approaches. 
   ISP attorney Suzanne Bond 
told the Joint Committee on 

Administrative Rules, a bi-
partisan panel that oversees 
administrative rulemaking, 
that the agency just com-
pleted another round of pub-
lic hearings this week and is 
now in the process of trying 
to answer all the questions it 
received from the public. 
   “They were well-attended 
by the public and various or-
ganizations,” she said of the 
hearings. “Those groups 
have committed to sending 

us their questions in writing. 
To the extent possible, if we 
had answers, we did provide 
them. We pointed them to 
relevant FAQs on our web-
site, which have been up-
dated.” 
   The registration require-
ment is part of the state’s 
new assault weapons ban, 
known as the Protect Illinois 
Communities Act, which 
lawmakers passed in Janu-
ary. It bans the sale, pur-

chase, possession, and distri-
bution of a long list of fire-
arms defined as “assault 
weapons” as well as various 
firearm attachments, large-
capacity magazines, and cer-
tain kinds of ammunition. 
   The law also states that 
people who owned those 
items before it took effect 
can keep them, as long as 
they register them with the 
Illinois State Police before 
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   The lyrics to “Autumn Leaves” 
were written on the back of an en-
velope by Johnny Mercer as he 
waited for a ride to the train station. 

Sigh. It takes 
me hours to 
write a simple 
article for the 
paper. 
   The autumn 
colors this year 
have been mag-
nificent. It was 
difficult for me 
to keep my eyes 
on the road as I 

drove through the countryside. I’ve 
probably taken 100 pictures.  
   But now the red, gold, orange 
and yellow autumn leaves drifting 
by my window have turned to tan 
and brown. “And soon we’ll hear 

old winter’s song,” as the lyrics go. 
   One outstanding example of au-
tumn color this fall was the com-
mon spicebush, Lindera bezoin. In 
our garden we have a specimen 
that turned a brilliant lemon yellow 
in early October. The shrub is prob-
ably 10 or 12 years old now and 

has grown to 8 feet tall and 6 feet 
wide. 
   Spicebush is native to the Mid-
west and can be found growing in 
moist locations in woodlands and 
along streams. I can attest, ho-
wever, that it tolerates dry soils too, 

Help for veterans 
Program helps navigate resources

Confusion remains about gun registration

Pictured above is the common spicebush showing its colorful autumn foliage. Photo 
by Ron Dieter.

Illinois State Police Capt. Jeffrey Yenchko, left, and special 
counsel Suzanne Bond answer questions about rules for 
registering assault weapons. Photo by Peter Hancock.
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Spicebush has brilliant 
lemon-yellow leaves
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their needs using a holistic 
approach.” 
   Veterans’ financial issues 
often are caused by the 
difficulties of resuming 
civilian life after serving in 
the military, Pedroza said. 
   There could be a job loss 
because of a breakdown, 
episodes, survivor’s guilt 
or invisible injuries, he 
said. 
   Veterans are often reti-

cent about asking for help, 
Pedroza said. 
   “That’s because of the 
military culture,” he said. 
“You learn to be self-suffi-
cient, to improvise, to 
adapt to overcome wha-
tever problem you’re fac-
ing. Veterans are just too 
humble to reach out. 
   “I tell them I want to 
work with them to get 
them and their family, if 
they have one, in a better 
place,” he said. “Once that 
self-sufficient roadblock 
comes down, they usually 
can’t thank me enough.” 
   In addition to providing 
help with finances, Ped-
roza can guide veterans 
and their families to find 

help with housing, food, 
employment, health care 
and other needs. 
   Illinois Joining Forces is 
a nonprofit organization 
launched in 2012 through 
an agreement between the 
Illinois Departments of 
Veterans’ Affairs and Mili-
tary Affairs. 
   It’s a statewide 
public/private network of 
military and veterans-serv-
ing organizations that 
work together to improve 
services for veterans, serv-
ice members, and their 
families. 
   According to its website, 
IJF helps veterans, service 
members and their fam-
ilies navigate the “sea of 

goodwill” to find the sup-
port they need when they 
need it. 
   “No one organization 
can do it all, but veterans 
shouldn’t have to wander 
from office to office – or 
website to website – to de-
termine who does what 
and (who) can best meet 
their needs,” the IJF web-
site statement reads. 
   To Connect a Vet 
Requests can be made cal-
ling the IJF Care Coordi-
nation Center at (833) 
463-6453, sending an 
email to callcenter@illi-
noisjoiningforces.org, or 
filling out Connect a Vet 
form on the IJF website, il-
linoisjoiningforces.org.

such as ours. In March and April, 
clusters of fragrant little yellow 
flowers, reminiscent of those of 
witch hazel, appear along the 
branches before the foliage comes 
forth.  
   The species is dioecious, which 
means there are separate male and fe-
male plants. Male plants produce 
larger and showier flowers than those 
of the females, but only the female 
plants produce the bright red half-
inch drupes, fruits with a fleshy outer 
part surrounding a hard shell with a 
seed inside. Think cherry, plum or 
peach. The drupes are attractive but 
may go unnoticed until the leaves fall 
away. Songbirds consider the drupes 
a valuable energy source during their 
fall migration. Deer will munch on 
the twigs. 
   It takes two to tango, as they say, 
and there must be a male spicebush 

nearby in order for the female to bear 
the colorful drupes. Unfortunately, if 
you find a spicebush for sale at a 
nursery in springtime, its sex will be 
a mystery. If the shrubs are in flower, 
you might be able to distinguish the 
boys from the girls, since the males’ 
flowers are larger. 
   Whether male or female, a spice-
bush in your garden is a good idea 
because the caterpillar of the spice-
bush swallowtail butterfly feeds on 
the leaves. The caterpillar is green 
with two ferocious eyespots. The 
graceful butterfly is black with a row 
of white dots along the edges and a 
splash of sky blue near the rear of the 
wings. 
   Spicebush shrubs are sometimes 
mistaken for the invasive bush hon-
eysuckle but you can tell them apart 
by the leaf arrangement on the stems. 
Spicebush leaves are arranged alter-
nately along the branch while bush 

honeysuckle leaves are arranged op-
posite each other. And true to its 
name, spicebush leaves have a pleas-
ant spice aroma when crushed. 
   Native Americans used parts of 
spicebush shrubs to combat internal 
parasites and drank a tea made from 
boiled twigs for relief from fever, 
colds, coughs and even measles. 
During the Civil War, troops drank 
spicebush tea when coffee was in 
short supply. 
   Spicebush is a versatile ornamental 
shrub forming a multi-stemmed bush 
that will grow in sun or shade, 
equally at home in a woodland gar-
den or sunny border. Keep in mind 
its flowers and drupes will be larger 
when grown in full sun. 
   Gardeners seeking a shrub satisfy-
ing the senses of smell and sight 
should select spicebush to “spice up” 
the scenery.
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Traffic citations and 
Ordinance violation 
   10-27 - Leonard L. Livengood - 
Speeding 26-34 mph over limit. 
   10-27 - Sandeep Bajaj - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   10-29 - Margarita Duarte - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   10-30 - Myca J. Steffen - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   10-30 - Crystal L. Jones - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   10-30 - David S. Scott - Driving 
11-14 mph above limit. 
   10-30 - Alexi J. Strandberg - 
Driving 15-20 mph above limit. 
   10-30 - Bailey S. Pierson - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   11-3 - Ryan D. Burt - Seat belt re-
quired. 
   11-3 - Christopher R. Hillyer - 
Expired registartion. 
   11-3 - Dustin M. Volguardson - 
Driving 15-20 mph above limit. 
   11-3 - Kayleen L. McGann - 
Driving 15-20 mph above limit. 
   11-3 - Cassel O. R. Taylor - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit, unin-
sured vehicle and carry/display 
license/permit. 
   11-4 - Arthur E. Wagoner - No 
valid registration and uninsured ve-
hicle. 
   11-4 - Nicole R. Reeps - Driving 
11-14 mph above limit, uninsured 
vehicle and carry/dispaly 
license/permmit. 
   11-4 - Robert J. Forbes -Driving 
11-14 mph above limit. 
   11-4 - Andrew T. Witten - Driving 
11-14 mph above limit. 
   11-4 - Robert R. Grinslade - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   11-4 - Brent D. Barding - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   11-4 - Manuel Cano - Driving 21-
25 mph above limit. 
   11-5 - Donald L. Schwartz - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit, unli-
censed and unlawful possession of 
cannabis. 
   11-5 - Dawson E. Steele - Unin-
sured vehicle, seat belt required and 
suspended registration. 
   11-5 - Paul C. Barker - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   11-5 - Tiffany M. Roberts - Disre-
gard stop sign. 
   11-5 - Amanda M.  Mitchell - Dis-
regard stop sign. 
   11-6 - Carolyn E. German - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit and un-
insured vehicle. 

Misdemeanors and  
Felonies 
   11-1 - Domestic Violence - 
Charles D. Slightom Jr. - Domestic 
battery/physical contact. 

Incidents and Accidents 
Stark County  
   10-20 – A rural LaFayette man 
claimed the front license plate of his 
vehicle was stolen, but he later found 
it alongside a road. 
   A Knox County Sheriff’s Office 
deputy was dispatched about 11 a.m. 
Oct. 30 to the 2600 block of  Illinois 
Route 180. There, the 70-year-old 
man said the front plate of his 2012 
Ford F-150 pickup truck was missing 
and last seen Oct. 28. The man 
couldn’t find the plate initially but 
searched again Oct. 31 and found it, 
the report stated. 
   10-29 – A 15-year-old Wyoming 
teen was arrested for domestic bat-
tery and obstructing and or resisting 
arrest. He was released with a no-
tice to appear.  

   10-30 – Manolo B. Lopez, 27, In-
dianapolis, IN was cited for speed-
ing 60 mph in a 35 zone, driving 
without a valid driver’s license, and 
for driving without vehicle insur-
ance.  
   10-31 – Ronald L. Hallbick, 60, 
Galesburg, was cited for disobeying 
a stop sign.  
   10-31 – Caleb A. Deck, 46, Wyo-
ming, was arrested for failure to 
signal when required, disobeying a 
stop sign, failure to wear a seat belt, 
driving while his license was re-
voked, fleeing to elude an officer, 
and driving with unsafe equipment 
noted as a defective windshield. He 
was later released with a notice to 
appear.  
   11-1 – Michael S. Avery, 63, Wy-
oming, was cited for driving on a 
suspended registration.  
   11-1 – Phillip D. Adams, 23, Tou-
lon, was cited for failure to wear a 
seatbelt. Also ticketed in the same 
traffic stop was Samantha Ross, 27, 
of Toulon, for failure to wear a seat-
belt.  
   11-1 – Charles D. Slightom Jr., 
40, Toulon, was arrested and 
charged with domestic battery. He 
remains in custody at the Stark 
County Jail.  
   11-1 – Julian A. Samuels, 21, An-
nawan, was cited for speeding 67 
mph in a 55 zone, driving without 
vehicle insurance, and failure to 
wear a seatbelt.  
   11-3 – Jeremy B. Welsh, 34, Ke-
wanee, was ticketed for driving 
without vehicle insurance and for 
driving on an expired registration.  
   11-3 – Amie L. Stutler, 36, Kewa-
nee, was cited for speeding 66 mph 
in a 55 zone.  

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   10-30 - to the 00 block of James 
B Young Road for a burglary com-
plaint from a storage unit.   
   10-30 - to the 100 block of SW 
5th St. for a disorderly conduct 
complaint involving harassment 
through electronic communications.   
   10-30 - James Ball, 38, Oak For-
est, cited for having expired regis-
tration in the 600 block of W. 
Division St.  
   10-30 - Esther Cozadd, 45, Ger-
law, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St.  
   10-31 - to the 00 block of NW 4th 
Ave. to remove an unwanted sub-
ject.   
   10-31 - Makenna Schwab, 22, 
Knoxville, cited for speeding in the 
1200 block of SE 2nd St.  
   10-31 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 1300 block of SE 2nd 
St., James Lasenby, 22, Hobart, 
Ind., was arrested for illegal posses-
sion of adult use cannabis in a 
motor vehicle.  He was released 
with a court date.  
   11-1 - While patrolling, officer 
recognized a subject that he be-
lieved may have warrants. After 
verifying, a traffic stop was con-
ducted in the 300 block of NW 1st 

St. As the result, Carl Porter, 46, 
Wyoming, was arrested on a no-
bond warrant from Henry County 
for possession of meth and home-
repair fraud. He was taken to the 
Henry County Jail.  
   11-1 - to a physical domestic dis-
pute on NE 3rd Ave. involving a 
mother and daughter.   
   11-2 - to the 100 block of NE 2nd 
Street for a dog-bite complaint. The 
dog was current on vaccines.  
   11-3 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 200 block of SW 3rd St., 
Logan McCoy, 36, Galva, was cited 
for operating a vehicle when regis-
tration is suspended for no insur-
ance and operating an uninsured 
vehicle.  He was released with a 
court date.  
   11-4 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 200 block of SE 2nd St., 
William Bradley, 75, Roseville, was 
cited for suspended registration for 
no insurance and operating an unin-
sured vehicle. He was released with 
a court date.  
   11-5 - to the 800 block of SE 1st 
St. for a domestic disturbance in-
volving two adult brothers.   
   11-5 - Mia Stone, 23, Port Byron, 
cited for speeding and operating an 
uninsured vehicle in the 1200 block 
of SE 2nd St.  
   11-5 - Anthony Dill, 31, Lincoln, 
Mo., cited for speeding in the 1100 
block of SE 2nd St.  
   11-5 - Michael Younes, 21, Gales-
burg, cited for speeding in the 300 
block of SE 2nd St.  

Property Transfers 
   10-30 - Bert L., Jr. and Veronica 
M. Haskell to Bert L., Jr, and Ve-
ronica M. Haskell, Trustees - Giles 
C. Dana’s Add’n - Block 8 lots 1 
and 2 - 101 S. Galena Ave., Wyo-
ming - Consideration = $0. 
   10-30 - Champaign Investment, 
LLC to Gregory L. Brown - Origi-
nal Town of Wyoming - Pt block 4 
lot 10 - 500 W. Elm St., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $32,500. 
   10-31 - Nancy K. Martin to Kodi 
R. and Taylour Cade - Vg of Brad-
ford - Pt blocks 23 and 24 - 305 
Arbor St., Bradford - Consideration 
= $110,000. 
   11-1 - Mark A., Mark A. Trustee, 
Stephanie L., Stephanie L. Rum-
bold, Trustee to Mark A. and Step-
hanie L. Rumbold, Trustees - Pt 
1-12-7 NW, Pt 21-12-7 NW and 
NE, Pt 26-13-6 NE and NW - Con-
sideration = $0. 
   11-1 - Kristin M. and Michael 
Smice to Kristin M. and Michael 
Smice - Pt 36-12-6 NE - 575 State 
Rte. 91, Princeville - Consideration 
= $0. 

Divorce 
   11-3 - Jason Weinberg, Bradford 
and Ashley Newman, Galesburg. 
   11-2 - Ruth D. Coats, Lynville M. 
and Ruth D. Eberle to Monique Su-
zanne and Zachary Michael Bay-
nard - Pt 28-12-6 NW and Pt 
29-12-6 NE - 1823 Township Rd., 
800 E., Wyoming - Consideration = 
$818,975. 
   11-3 - Shirley A. Gustafson, Es-
tate to Julie Bral - Pt 6-13-5 NE - 
884 Township Rd., 1200 N. Galva - 
Consideration = $299,000. 
   11-3 - Daniel E., Jr. and Trisha J. 
Berchtold to Daniel E. III, and 
Uriah C. Berchtold - Original Town 
of Wyoming - Pt block 15 lot 3 - 
305 W. Smith St., Wyoming, Con-
sideration = $0
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except July 21 and 
Dec. 29) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elmwood, 
IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad and Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - Angie 
Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tuesdays 
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3 
p.m. The Prairie News encourages 
readers to submit news for publi-
cation. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an error 
occured. The Prairie News is an Il-
linois Press Association member.

GUEST VOICES

Harvest has changed, but joys still remain
   The hardest work I’ve ever done 
was helping to pick ear corn. Our 
neighbor Earl Curry ran a two-row, 
pull-type picker. I hauled in corn with 
the Farmall 656 tractor and elevated it 
into the corn crib.  
   When the wagon was full, Earl 
would pull the pin and drive ahead so 
I could bring the empty wagon to 
him, then I’d back up to the full load. 
I’d jump off, drop the pin into his 
wagon, hope I’d positioned my trac-
tor correctly to drop the pin into its 
drawbar, and take off down, then up 
the steep hills to 
the barnyard at 
our Other Place. 
   Once I’d 
parked the 
wagon in what I 
hoped was the 
correct spot, I 
would disembark 
again, hook up 
the hydraulic 
hose that raised 
the wagon, tug down the hopper of 
the elevator, start the H (which pow-
ered the elevator,) engage the power 
takeoff and then lift the bar to raise 
the wagon tailgate to allow ears of 
corn to drop noisily into the hopper.  
   I then went back to the 656 to grad-
ually raise the angle of the box so all 
the corn could slowly slide out, but 
not all at once, which would clog the 
elevator and bring the whole process 
to a crashing halt.  
   From time to time, I clambered up 
the ladder inside the old corn crib and 
stepped carefully across the beams 
spanning the bay to reposition the el-
evator spout. Then it was back down 
to do everything in reverse, being 
sure to undo the hydraulic hose.  
   The goal was to get back to the field 
before Earl filled the next wagon so 
he didn’t have to wait. I didn’t always 
make it. Sometimes I made it only 
because the picker was plugged. This 
was not fun. We would have to pain-
stakingly pull stalks out one by one 
until the whole wad was loose 
enough that we could finally ease it 
out in one big, scratchy armful.  
   But Earl was never impatient or ill-
tempered about it. He would just 
point out that, like many problems, 
this one could best be solved by re-
moving one small piece at a time. 

   This would have been almost 40 
years ago. I couldn’t do it now. I 
could barely do it then. 
   I do still get to help with harvest, 
though. Sometimes I haul in corn and 
unload it. That’s where the similarity 
ends. Now I sit in an air-conditioned 
cab and, if all goes well, seldom need 
to get out. My biggest challenge now 
is figuring out where Joyce will be 
with the combine when I get back to 
the field. She is also infinitely patient 
and thanks to text messaging, she can 
usually coach me into a section of the 
field where I can spot her silver 
Gleaner, brimful with bright yellow 
corn.  
   In late October, just before the rains 
came, she was combining The Big 
Hill. This is a challenging field to 
navigate. She had just finished the ac-
tual Big Hill and was moving to the 
adjacent Field Behind the Big Hill, 
which is a little bottom along Walnut 
Creek. Like most creek bottoms, the 
field is ringed with trees, which 
makes it a scenic haven for wildlife, 
but can pose problems for a combine 
with an eight-row head.  
   I was perched up on The Big Hill, 
watching her dance along the edges 
to open a space to work, nosing the 
huge machine into the corn, then ex-
pertly backing up to carve out enough 
space to turn around. She can men-
tally calculate on the fly how much 
corn is in the hopper and how far she 
can go before it is chock full. She also 
makes sure that point is accessible to 
my limited abilities as an auger cart 
driver.  
    I had just surmised she was going 
to try to make it past a copse of trees 
to an open area near the path to the 
exit from the field. I had just shifted 
out of neutral when I saw her back 
up, move over, back up, then stop. 
My phone rang. 
   “I was going to make it to the other 
end, but there’s a tree down and now 
I’m full,” she said. “You’ll have to 
come down here. I’ll pick you out.”  
  She was laughing a bit, knowing my 
insecurities in getting my rig into a 
situation that might require backing 
out. But down the hill I went, the 
empty cart bumping loudly. 
   Joyce positioned the Gleaner in 
such a way that I could pull under the 
spout without much trouble. Once she 

was empty, she went on picking.  
   I left to unload and all was well. 
There was more corn, already shelled, 
in that auger cart than Earl and I 
could have picked in a full day with 
the picker. It is so different. And yet 
there is that same sense of accom-
plishment in bringing in a crop and 
joy in working with good neighbors. I 
hope that part never changes. 

AUTUMN HARVEST  
BRAISED BEEF BRISKET 

Ingredients 
• 1 beef brisket flat half boneless (2-
1/2 to 3-1/2 pounds) 
• 2 tablespoons ground cumin 
• 2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
• 2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
• salt and pepper 
• 2 tablespoons minced garlic 
• 1 cup cran-apple, cranberry or apple 
juice, divided 
• 3-4 medium red apples, cored, cut 
into 16 wedges (about 1-1/4 pounds) 
• 3/4 cup dried sweetened cranberries 
• 2 tablespoons cornstarch 
Directions 
   1. Combine cumin and cinnamon; 
rub over beef brisket. Heat oil in 
stockpot over medium heat until hot. 
brown brisket; season beef with salt 
and pepper, as desired. 
   2. Add 3/4 cup juice and garlic to 
stockpot; bring liquid to a boil. Re-
duce heat; cover tightly and simmer 
2-3/4 to 3-1/4 hours. Add apples and 
cranberries to stockpot. Bring to a 
boil. Reduce heat, cover and simmer 
20-25 minutes or until brisket and ap-
ples are fork-tender, stirring and rear-
ranging apples once during cooking. 
   3. Remove brisket, keep warm. 
Combine remaining 1/4 cup juice and 
cornstarch; stir cornstarch mixture 
into apple mixture. Bring to a boil, 
stirring constantly. Boil 1-2 minutes 
or until mixture has thickened. 
   4. Trim fat from brisket. Carve di-
agonally across the grain into thin 
slices. Season with salt and pepper. 
Serve beef with apple mixture.  
     Jeanne Harland is a cow-calf producer in 
Knox County where she and her husband, AJ, 
also raise corn, soybeans, oats and turnips.

Jeanne 
HARLAND
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CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED 

• Full or part time help wanted. 
Working cattle operation southwest 
of Toulon. Must have the ability to 
operate farm equipment. Cattle ex-
perience preferred but not required. 
Need valid drivers license. No crim-
inal background. Competitive pay 
based on experience/ability. (309) 
995-3013. 

FOR SALE 
• KING SIZE Sleigh bed frame and 
pillowtop king size mattress, $500. 
Call (309) 883-1463 Kewanee. 
• MUSHROOM COMPOST: for gar-
dens, flower beds and lawns. Black 
dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag for drive-
ways and landscapes, 1-3" rejects. 
Delivery is available. Kevin Eberle 
(309) 253-3462, Ron Eberle (309) 
253-5881, Kurt Eberle (309) 253-
7652. 

• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 
• COUCH: L-Shaped couch (5x7) , 
maroon/red color, $150. (309) 368-
5000. 
• MOBILE HOME: 14’x80’, 828 E. 
Fort St., Lot 20, Farmington, Batter-
ton Mobile Home Park, 3 BR, 2BA, 
large living room and kitchen, at-
tached garage and attached storage 
shed. (309) 338-8099. 

SERVICES 
• MEDICARE ELIGIBLES Annual 
Election Period Oct15th till Dec 7. 
Call Insurance agent Greg Wages 
for help with new 2024 plans. (309) 
695-2244. 
• BAYSINGAR’S SHOP is always 
buying and selling used and wood 
furniture. Also buying architure 

items, wood trim, doors, registers 
etc. Check out Baysingar’s Face-
book, call 309-883-0164,1135 Rail-
road Ave. (Rt. 34 East) in Kewanee 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. Call 
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certi-
fied OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
26% Tax Credit.  Prices start as low 
as $9,525! Call today (309) 565-
4300. 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of ex1perience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call me 
at (309) 995-3364, LaFayette. 
• Lawn Aeration and Seeding: Fall 
Core Lawn Aeration and Seeding 
and fall post emergent crabgrass 
control. Call Exceptional Turf Serv-
ices at (309)883-0187.

GUEST VOICES

   Insurance. Insurance. The most 
important product you wish you 
didn’t need to bother with – until 
you can’t get it, or the price is out 
Aof sight. 
   That is what is happening in the 
insurance business: companies are 
backing out of many markets; and 
where they will still write policies, 
companies are 
being forced to 
increase prices 
sky high to cover 
unprecedented 
claims and costs. 
   What can you 
do about it? Here 
is a background, 
with a few sug-
gestions about 
how to cope.  
   The insurance industry has been 
going through a crisis for over three 
years. The effects of inflation, 
storms, labor and supply shortages 
as well as increased litigation have 
contributed to the insurance indus-
try’s poor loss experience.  
   Large global reinsurance com-
panies have been hit with massive 
claims. Insurance companies pur-
chase reinsurance which can be 
called insurance for insurance com-
panies. Most of the reinsurers are 

located overseas.  
   One of our insurance industry 
publications has reported that US 
property reinsurance rates rose by 
as much as 50% on July 1. In the 40 
years I have been in the insurance 
business, this is the worst hard mar-
ket I have ever seen.  
   What things are driving changes 
in the insurance industry? 
   Hurricanes, tornadoes, and dere-
chos have been prominent in the 
past three years. Major storms like 
Hurricane Ian, totaling about $100 
billion in damages, are largely paid 
for by global reinsurance com-
panies.  
   Illinois leads the nation in the 
most tornadoes, with 125 recorded 
so far this year. 
   Approximately 20% of reinsurers 
capital has exited the insurance 
market. As of September 2023, we 
know of 17 Illinois insurance com-
panies that do not have a reinsur-
ance contract for 2024. 
   Inflation and labor shortages have 
pushed repair costs for homes, and 
autos to levels significantly above 
the average inflation reported by the 
government 
   Litigation and jury awards have 
escalated to levels never seen be-
fore.  

   There seems to be a perception 
that if insurance is paying the bill, it 
is ok to inflate it.  
   What is happening with insurance 
companies?  
   There are 12 Illinois insurance 
companies no longer accepting new 
business, and some others are get-
ting out of certain lines of business 
such as rental properties. 
   We know of two insurance com-
panies with policies in Illinois that 
have become insolvent in 2023. 
   Nearly all insurance companies 
are taking double-digit rate in-
creases, tightening underwriting, 
and raising deductibles. 
   Four of the biggest names in the 
national property-casualty insur-
ance marketplace have been impos-
ing massive premium increases, 
cutting coverage options and even 
ending certain types of coverage al-
together.  
   The states most affected are Cali-
fornia and Florida, but Louisiana 
and Alabama look to be following 
suit. In Colorado and Oregon, wild-
fire threats are contributing to big 
premium jumps. And the trend is 
happening not only in states where 
weather and fire risks are signifi-
cant, but throughout the industry.

Insurance industry in middle of a crisis

John 
LEEZER

ADVERTISE!  
CALL (309) 286-2185



Abilities Plus recognizes 
award winners 
   ANNAWAN – Approximately 180 
supporters of Abilities Plus gath-
ered on Oct. 25  at the Annawan 
Banquet Center to help the organi-
zation celebrate another successful 
year helping those in need at the 
agency’s annual awards dinner.  
   Individuals and organizations that 
have gone above and beyond to 
serve the needs of individuals with 
delays and disabilities in Henry and 
Stark Counties were recognized. 
The 2023 award winners are: 
   • Civic/Community Award – Ke-
wanee Knights of Columbus.     
   • Volunteer Award – Roberta Cin-
namon of Toulon. Roberta began 
volunteering at the Resale Shop in 
2015 and in 2017 sbecame an 
Agency board member.  
   • Gary German Memorial Award 
– Andrea Millner, Kewanee. 
   • Business Award – Big River Re-
sources, Galva.  
   • Achiever of the Year – John Sel-
man, Kewanee.  
   • Posthumous Award – Dale Dyk-
stra, Kewanee. 
   • Special Recognition Award – 
Kim Wolf, Annawan.  
   • Directors Award: Deb Kubinsky, 
Kewanee.  

Methodist church hosts 
Thanksgiving dinner  
   GALVA – Galva First United 
Methodist Church will be serving a 
Thanksgiving dinner for a free-will 
donation on Sunday, Nov. 19, from 
4-6:30 p.m. at the church. Dine in 
or delivery is available. 
   The meal consists of turkey, 
dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
green beans, roll and butter and des-
sert. Drinks served only for those 
who eat in. 
   For delivery, call (309) 932-2460 
by Nov. 17 at noon or call (309) 
932-3255 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 19. 
   This dinner is open to the entire 
community and surrounding area. 

all net proceeds from this annual 
event  go to World Hunger Mini-
stries. 

Toulon bank offers  
student essay contest  
   TOULON –The State Bank of 
Toulon announces a competition 
that enables Illinois high-school 
seniors to enter a statewide essay-
writing contest. It is all part of a 
program sponsored by lllinois com-
munity banks and the CBAl Foun-
dation for Community Banking to 
increase public awareness of locally 
owned banks and their contrib-
utions to the community. 
   A monetary award in the amount 
of $1,000 a year for up to four years 
of higher education will be given to 
the author of the best essay sub-
mitted to the CBAl Foundation by a 
participating Illinois high school 
senior. Up to 11 additional first-
place $1,000 awards and 12 second-
place $500 awards are available 
throughout the state.  
   An additional $500 will be 
awarded to the high school of the 
overall winner. 
   The State Bank of Toulon is also 
offering $1,500 (1st - $750, 2nd - 
$500, 3rd - $250) as a local award. 
The same essays sent to the state 
competition will be judged locally. 
   The bank is working with all local 
schools to invite seniors to 
submit a one-page essay on the 
theme: What is a community bank 
and how does it affect the econ-
omy?  
   Information on the contest is 
available at the bank and the 
school; essays must be submitted to 
the bank by March 1, 2024. The 
bank will then submit selected es-
says to the CBAl Foundation. 

Pheasants Forever  
offering free hunts 
   PRINCEVILLE – The Illinois 
Valley chapter of Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever will sponsor free 
pheasant hunts for youths, women 
and veterans this fall. 

   The pheasant hunts will be held 
the weekend following Thanksgiv-
ing Day, on Nov. 25 and 26 at the 
Gilles farm, located at 22512 N. 
Maher Road, north off of Illinois 
Route 90 and west of Princeville.   
   Men who have never hunted 
pheasants before are also welcome 
to sign up. No hunting license is re-
quired. 
   Each hunter will have the oppor-
tunity to shoot two pheasants, pro-
vided by Pheasants Forever. There 
will be three hunting groups with 
dogs, dog handlers and bird setters.      
   Hunters can use their own shot-
guns, though 12 gauge and 20 
gauge guns and ammunition will be 
available for no charge. 
   Youth ages 9-18 may attend the 
hunt, but they must have passed a 
hunter safety class. 
   All hunters are asked to wear or-
ange hunting attire. 
   One-hour time slots are available 
both days starting at 9 a.m. and end-
ing with a hunt beginning at 3 p.m. 
   To reserve your spot and hunting 
time, call Mike Aldrich at (309) 
229-4090. 

Et cetera 
   • Galva High school will again 
have a Veterans Day Program on 
Friday, Nov., 10 at 10 a.m. All area 
veterans and community members 
are invited to attend in the gym. 
   • The Galva American Legion will 
hold a service on Saturday, Nov. 11 
at Veterans Park at 11 a.m. Chili 
will be served  after the service at 
the Galva American Legion on Wal-
lace Street. 
   •  Mary’s Family Dining will have 
its annual chili cook-off on Sunday, 
Nov. 12. Those who are donating 
chili must have their chili there to 
be judged by 1 p.m. 
   Call to donate chili.There is a $5 
donation to eat. A live auction be-
gins at 2:30 p.m.  Gift baskets and 
items are welcome for the auction. 
   All proceeds go to the Galva Food 
Pantry.
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Jan. 1. 
   As that deadline ap-
proaches, however, ISP is 
still in the process of final-
izing administrative rules 
that will spell out exactly 
what items must be regis-
tered. 
   In September, ISP pub-
lished temporary rules 
spelling out a registration 
process, and the agency 
began accepting online 
registrations Oct. 1. But 
many people have com-
plained that those rules are 
not clear and that it’s diffi-
cult to tell what items must 
be registered and what 
items are exempt. 
   Interested parties have 
until Nov. 20 to submit 
written comments on the 
proposed rules. The email 
address for submitting 
those comments is 
ISP.Legal.PublicCom-
ments@illinois.gov. 
   As of Tuesday, according 
to ISP statistics, 2,906 indi-
viduals had submitted reg-

istrations under the tempo-
rary rules. Those registra-
tions covered 5,450 
firearms, 2,871 accessories 
and 58 sets of ammunition. 
   Still others have said 
they believe the require-
ment is unconstitutional 
and they don’t believe 
most gun owners will 
comply with it. 
   “Hundreds of thousands 
of people will absolutely 
not comply,” state Rep. 
Brad Halbrook, R-Shelby-
ville, said at a hearing in 
Springfield Nov. 2. “It is 
up to the governor and the 
legislature to truly decide 
if they’re prepared to de-
clare war on law abiding 
gun owners or not.” 
   JCAR co-chair Sen. Bill 
Cunningham, D-Chicago, 
told reporters after the 
meeting that he under-
stands some of the techni-
cal confusion over which 
items must be registered, 
but he said the law gives 
ISP authority to adapt its 
rules as time goes on. 

   Meanwhile, the Protect 
Illinois Communities Act 
remains under legal chal-
lenge in federal court. On 
Friday, a federal appeals 
court in Chicago decided 
on a 2-1 vote not to issue 
an injunction blocking en-
forcement of the law, say-
ing the plaintiffs who 
challenged it had not 
shown that they are likely 
to prevail in a constitu-
tional challenge. 
   Two of the plaintiffs in 
that case, the Illinois State 
Rifle Association and the 
National Association for 
Gun Rights, have said 
they plan to appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, 
which has been reluctant 
in recent years to approve 
of firearms regulations. 
   But Cunningham said 
the legal challenges won’t 
prevent the state from 

moving forward to imple-
ment the law, at least for 
now. 
   “We have a saying that 
every law is constitutional 
until a court tells you it's 
not,” he said. “So the State 
Police has to go along 
with the rulemaking as 
contemplated by the law.” 
   Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment. It is distributed to hun-
dreds of newspapers, radio 
and TV stations statewide. It is 
funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Rob-
ert R. McCormick Foundation, 
along with major contributions 
from the Illinois Broadcasters 
Foundation and Southern Illi-
nois Editorial Association.
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GUNS: Appeal to U.S. Supreme Court likely
Continued from Page 1

By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD –  Illinois received 
another credit upgrade Tuesday, the 
same day a legislative committee 
once again scrutinized Gov. JB 
Pritzker’s administration for its han-
dling of unemployment claims dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. 
   The upgrade came from Fitch Rat-
ings, the last remaining holdout of 
the nation’s three major credit report-
ing agencies to advance the state’s 
status to “A” grade. Collectively, 

Fitch, S&P Global Ratings and 
Moody’s Investors Service have 
given the state nine credit upgrades 
since 2021. 
   Credit upgrades generally make it 
cheaper for the state to borrow 
money. Fitch moved Illinois to an A-, 
up from the BBB+ rating it had given 
the state last year. Illinois’ ratings had 
been on a general downward trajec-
tory across administrations of both 
parties for the past two decades. 
   Fitch’s review of state finances 
drew similar conclusions to those 

that came before it: reserves are 
growing while long-term liabilities, 
including pension debt, remain “an 
elevated but still moderate burden.” 
   “Reserves have improved to his-
torically high levels for the state and 
provide an important fiscal cushion, 
but levels remain relatively modest 
versus other states,” Fitch said in its 
analysis. “Management has elimi-
nated many outstanding budgetary 
liabilities and established a sustain-
able pattern of smoother fiscal deci-
sion-making.” 

Illinois credit earns 9th upgrade since 2021
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF SIDNEY J. DOUGLAS, 
Deceased  
No. 2014P19  

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Sidney J. Douglas. Letters of Office 
were issued on October 19, 2023, 
to Laura Douglas as Independent 
Representative whose attorneys 
are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or be-
fore April 30, 2024. Any claim not 
filed by that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.  E-
filing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must 
first create an account with an e-fil-
ing service provider.  
Visit:http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/s
ervice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
 
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor  
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 10/27, 11/3, 11/10/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OFMARGARET L. BERLIN, 
Deceased 
No. 2023PR88 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Margaret L. Berlin. Letters of Office 
were issued on October 23, 2023, 
to Peggy S. Berlin and Thomas P. 
Berlin as Independent Co-Execu-
tors whose attorneys are Barash & 
Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or be-
fore May 3, 2024. Any claim not 
filed by that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.  E-
filing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must 
first create an account with an e-fil-
ing service provider.  
   
Visit:http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ 
service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service pro-
vider. If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, 
visit:http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp, or talk with your 

local circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor  
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 11/3, 11/10, 11/17/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF  

ILLINOIS STARK COUNTY 
CITIZENS EQUITY FIRST CREDIT 
UNION, an Illinois credit union a/k/a 
CEFCU, 
Plaintiff, 
v. 
JUDY A. EBERLE; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants. 
Case No. 2023FC6 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
   The requisite Affidavits for 
Service by Publication having been 
filed in the above-captioned cause 
NOTICE is hereby given to 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, defendants 
in the above-captioned cause, that 
the above-captioned mortgage 
foreclosure action is now pending 
in the Circuit Court of the Tenth 
Judicial Circuit of Illinois, Stark 
County, against you and other 
defendants praying for the 
foreclosure of the mortgage 
hereinafter described conveying 
the real estate legally described as 
follows: 
   LOT SIX (6) AND ALL OF LOT 
FIVE (5), EXCEPTING FROM SAID 
LOT FIVE (5) FIFTEEN (15) FEET 
OF EQUAL WIDTH OFF THE EAST 
SIDE THEREOF, IN BLOCK FIFTEEN 
(15) OF THE ORIGINAL TOWN OF 
WYOMING, SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF STARK AND STATE 
OF ILLINOIS; 
P.I.N. 07-02-215-001; 
   Commonly known as 311 W. 
Smith St., Wyoming, IL 61491. 
   The name of the title holder of 
record and an identification of the 
mortgage to be foreclosed is as 
follows: 
   (A) Name or names of present 
owner or owners of the premises: 
JUDY A. EBERLE; 
   (B) Date of Mortgage: October 9, 
2007; 
   (C) Names of Mortgagors: JUDY 
A. EBERLE and ROGER L. VAIL, 
DECEASED; 
   (D) Name of Mortgagee: 
CITIZENS EQUITY FIRST CREDIT 
UNION, an Illinois credit union 
a/k/a CEFCU; 
   (E) Date and place of recording: 
October 9, 2007, Stark County, 
Illinois, Office of Recorder of 
Deeds; 
   (F) Identification of recording: 
Document No. 2007-93362. 
And you are further notified that 
unless on or before December 4, 
2023, you shall answer and defend 
in said suit, default judgment may 
be entered against you on said date 
or thereafter. Dated: October 20, 
2023. 
   Thomas A. McConnaughay, 
Attorney of Record 
   Julie Kenney, Clerk of the Circuit 
Court Stark County 
   Thomas A. McConnaughay, Esq. 
   Westervelt, Johnson, Nicoll & 

Keller, LLC 
   411 Hamilton Boulevard, Suite 
1400 
Peoria, Illinois 61602 
(309) 672-3245 
ARDC No. 6211809 
Email: 
tmcconnaughay@wjnklaw.com 
8061-937114 

Published 11/3, 11/10, 11/17/23 
• • • 

GALVA COMMUNITY FIRE  
PROTECTION DISTRICT 

ANNUAL REPORT 
Statement of cash receipts and dis-
bursements for the year beginning 

May 1, 2022, through April 30, 
2023. 

SUMMARY OF CASH RECEIPTS 
AND DISBURSEMENTS 

Cash Balance,  
May 1, 2022                  $46,847.54 
Cash Receipts,  
Schedule I                     130,920.49 
Total                             $177,768.03 
 
Cash Disbursements,  
Schedule II                    $102,771.19 
Balance,  
April 30, 2022              $74,996.84 

SCHEDULE I 
General Taxes:       

Henry County                $91,535.54 
Knox County                 22,334.58 
Fire Tax                           889.26                     
State Comptroller- 
Replacement Tax          16,143.29  
Interest Income:      
Money Market Checking   17.82         
Total Receipts:              $130,920.49 
Cash Balance:  
Community State Bank,  
checking $74,996.84 

SCHEDULE II 
Alexis Fire Equipment- 
repairs maint $1,792.78 
Repairs/Maint 3,602.37 
Barash & Everett, LLC 1,333.25 

Cenex/CSB-Fuel 1,783.83 
City of Galva 13,741.96 
Dues 225.00 
Lampe Publications 256.00  
UFIS Insurance 2,158.00 
US Postal service- 
postage      118.00 
Stark County  
Ambulance 77,760.00 
Total Disbursements $102,771.19 
   Michael Werkheiser, Treasurer 
Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 24th day of May. 2023.  
Jacqeuline L. Salz, Notary Public 
Published 11/10/23 

• • • 

TOULON COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT   
ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-1 
AN ORDINANCE SETTING FORTH THE BUDGET AND MAKING APPROPRI-
ATIONS OF SUMS OF MONEY FOR ALL OF THE NECESSARY EXPENDI-
TURES OF THE TOULON COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS FOR CORPORATE FUND, AMBULANCE SERV-
ICE FUND AND INSURANCE FUND PURPOSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BE-
GINNING SEPTEMBER 1, 2023, AND ENDING AUGUST 31, 2024.  

Whereas, there has been prepared in tentative form a budget and appro-
priation ordinance for the Toulon Community Fire Protections District in 
Stark County, Illinois and the Secretary of said Fire Protection District has 
made the tentative budget and appropriation ordinance conveniently avail-
able to public inspection for at least thirty (30) days prior to final action 
thereupon;  

And whereas, a public hearing was held as to such budget and appropri-
ation ordinance on the 30th day of October, A.D., 2023, at 6:00 o’clock 
P.M., notice of which was given at least thirty (30) days prior thereto by 
publication in “The Prairie News”, a newspaper with general circulation 
within said Fire Protection District territory, and all other legal requirements 
have been complied with;  
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
THE TOULON COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF STARK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS:  

Section 1. That the fiscal year of this Fire Protection District be and the 
same hereby is fixed and declared to be from September 1, 2023 to August 
31, 2024.    

Section 2. That the following, containing an estimate of the receipts ex-
pected to be received by said Fire Protection District during such fiscal year 
from all sources, an estimate of the expenditures contemplated for such fis-
cal year, and a statement of the estimated cash expected to be on hand at 
the end of such year, be and the same is hereby adopted as the budget of 
the Fire Protection District for the said fiscal year and shall be in full force 
and effect from and after this date:  

Estimated Receipts and Expenditures 
1. Balance on hand at beginning of year                          $218,367.28 
2. Portion of taxes of levy voted in 2022 estimated to be received this fiscal 
year:  

Corporate                                                                     $137,000.00  
Ambulance                                                                   $142,000.00 
Insurance                                                                     $14,700.00 
Estimated Illinois replacement tax                               $12,000.00 
Estimated interest income and other revenues            $250.00  
Foreign Tax                                                                   $3,400.00 
Miscellaneous income                                                 $5,000.00 
Total estimated receipts                                               $532,717.28  
Total estimated expenditures:                                       
Corporate                                                                     $184,675.00 
Ambulance                                                                   $145,000.00 
Insurance                                                                     $12,000.00  
                                                                                     $341,675.00 

Estimated Balance on hand at end of fiscal year:         $191,042.28  
Section 3. That the following sums of money to be and the same are 

hereby appropriated for the corporate purposes of said Toulon Community 
Fire Protection District in Stark County, Illinois, herein specified, for the fis-
cal year ending August 31, 2024:  
1.ADMINISTRATION EXPENSE  FUND          Budget Appropriation 

(a)Attorney’s fee                                          $2,000.00 $2,600.00   
(b)Publication expense                                $700.00 $1,000.00       
(c) Supplies and expenses                           $200.00 $300.00               
(d)Software subscriptions and dues           $2,000.00 $1,200.00 
(e)Payment to Administrative Assistant      $1,200.00 $1,500.00 

2.FIRE EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES 
(a)Repairs and maintenance of  
firefighting equipment                                   $2,000.00 $10,000.00   
(b)Repairs and maintenance  
of fire trucks                                                 $6,000.00 $20,000.00  
(c)Turnout gear & clothing replacement     $6,000.00 $10,000.00 
(d) Fuel and Supplies                                   $800.00 $2,500.00    
(e)Contingency/Incidental Expenses             $2,000.00 $5,000.00      

3. FEE AND REIMBURSEMENT FUND 
(a)Trustees fees                                            $525.00 $975.00 

(b)Firefighter training                                    $750.00 $5,000.00   
(c)Firefighter clothing allowance                  $10,000.00 $15,000.00   

4.BUILDING FUND 
(a)Repairs and maintenance                         $10,000.00 $15,000.00        
(b)Telephone and 911 service fees              $3,000.00 $8,900.00 
(c)Utilities and hydrant rental                        $12,000.00 $15,000.00 

5. EQUIPMENT 
(a)Reserve for new equipment                   $65,000.00 $90,000.00 
(b)Lease payment for 2017- 
Alexis fire truck                                           $43,500.00 $46,000.00  

6. SUPPLEMENT FOR AMBULANCE  
SERVICE SUBSIDY                                     $17,000.00 $40,000.00 

Total Estimated Corporate Expenditures      $184,675.00 $289,975.00 
Section 4. That the following sums of money to be and the same or 

hereby appropriated for the purposes of provision of an ambulance service 
of said Toulon Community Fire Protection District in Stark County, Illinois, 
herein specified, for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2024:  
1. FUNDS FOR PROVISION OF AMBULANCE SERVICE
Total Estimated Ambulance Expenditures     $145,000.00 $165,000.00 

Section 5. That the following sums of money to be and the same or 
hereby appropriated for the purposes of provision of a liability insurance 
fund of said Toulon Community Fire Protection District in Stark County, Illi-
nois, herein specified, for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2024:  
1. LIABILITY INSURANCE FUND  
Total Estimated Insurance Expenditures        $ 12,000.00   $18,000.00 

Section 6.  That the unexpended balance of any item or items of any ap-
propriation made by this ordinance may be expended in making up any defi-
ciency in any item or items in the same general appropriation made by this 
ordinance.  

Section 7.  That should any clause, sentence, paragraph or a part of this 
ordinance be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, 
such decision shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a who l or any 
part thereof other than the part so declared to be invalid.   

Section 8. This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance 2023-1. 
Section 9. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 

its passage, approval and publication, in accordance with the law.  
Ayes 3 Nays 0 
Passed: October 30, 2023.  
Published: November 10, 2023.  

Attest: Gary Steward, President 
William S. Foglesong, Secretary 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
) SS.  

COUNTY OF STARK ) 
 

I, William S. Foglesong, Secretary of the Toulon Community Fire Protec-
tion District of STARK County, Illinois do hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a true and correct copy of the annual budget and appropriation ordinance of 
said district passed October 30th 2023.  

William S. Foglesong, Secretary 
 

   Subscribed and sworn to before me this  30th day of October 2023.  
Keith A. Luymes, Notary Public 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
) SS.  

COUNTY OF STARK ) 
 

I, John Boarman, Treasurer of the Toulon Community Fire Protection 
District of Stark County, Illinois do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true 
and correct copy of the annual budget and appropriation ordinance of said 
district, passed October 30th, 2023, includes an estimate of revenues by 
source anticipated to be received by the taxing district in the following fiscal 
year.  

John Boarman, Treasurer 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of October 2023.  

Keith A. Luymes, Notary Public 
Published 11/10/23 

• • •

LEGALS

OBITUARIES
Raymond Code, Jr. 

   BRADFORD – Raymond “Luke” 
Code, Jr., 80, of Bradford, passed 
away on Thursday, Nov. 2, 2023, at 
OSF St. Luke Medical Center in 
Kewanee.  
   He was born on 
April 2, 1943, in 
Peoria, to parents, 
Raymond and 
Anne (Colgan) 
Code. On June 
27, 1964, he mar-
ried Patricia C. 
Muckey in Brad-
ford. She sur-
vives.  
   He is further survived by his chil-
dren, Karen (Bill) Morrissey and 
Brian (Sherri) Code; six grandchil-
dren, Matt Morrissey, Lauren 

(Logan) Twidell, Jim (Justine Ryan) 
Code, Katelyn (Tony) Gripp, Jacob 
(Megan Beutke) Code and Jared 
Code; and two great-grandchildren, 
Theo and Knox. He was preceded 
in death by a granddaughter, Jen-
nifer Morrissey.  
   Luke lived his life for three 
things; faith, family and farming. 
He was a lifelong farmer and 
member of St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church.  
   Visitation was Nov. 6 at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church in 
Bradford. A Mass of Christian Bu-
rial followed with Father Thie-
ryoung officiating. Burial was in St. 
John Cemetery.  
   Haskell Funeral and Cremation 
Services in Wyoming is responsible 
for arrangements.  

   Memorial contributions may be 
made to Abilities Plus. To leave 
condolences for Luke’s family, 
please visit his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Gerald D. Down 
   SOMERSET, Ky. – Gerald Dean 
Down, 81, of Somerset, Ky., passed 
away Monday, 
Oct. 30, 2023, at 
Deane Hill Place 
of Knoxville, 
Tenn.  
   Gerald was born 
Nov. 7, 1941, to 
the late Prescott 
and Dorothy 
(Durling) Down in 
Wyoming, Ill. He enjoyed hiking at 
Mt. LeConte, running races and mar-
athons, gardening and especially 

Code

Down
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Toulon, LaFayette & West Jersey 
United Methodist Church 

  Rev. Pablo Marty 
229 W. Main St., PO Box 538, Toulon, IL 61483 

(217)425-5707 
Sunday Worship: LaFayette - 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday  

(Pastor), 2nd & 4th Sunday (Lay Speaker); 
West Jersey 9 a.m. 1st & 3rd Sunday (Lay Speaker), 2nd & 4th 
Sunday (Pastor); Toulon Sunday School: 9:15 a.m., All Ages. 

Sunday. Worship: 10:30 am 
Check us out on Facebook @ Toulon United Methodist Church 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 
 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
 

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 
 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

 
Wyoming Nazarene Church 

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 
 

First Congregational  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

 
Toulon First Baptist Church 

110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 
(309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 

threesaints.org 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 
Galva First United Methodist Church 

Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 
214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 

(309) 932-2460 
preachinghope@gmail.com 

galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 
Wyoming United Methodist Church 

Pastor Rebecca Klemm 
302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   

309-606-9027 
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 

Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 
 

The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week,  
put your information in 7,000 newspapers every Friday.  

In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. 

    Please email information to: ads@prairie-news.com or mail it  
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC) to:  
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

OBITUARIES
loved having cattle. He attended 
Campground Baptist Church.  
   He is survived by three children, 
Susan and (Bill) Davis of Nancy, 
Ky., Jeff and (Deborah) Down of 
Great Falls, Mont., and Deborah and 
(Paul) Fedorchak of Mercer, Penn.; 
six grandchildren, Tracy and (Tim) 
Fields of Nancy, Ky., Jamie and 
(Logan) Harris of Somerset, Ky., 
Lauren and (Bryce) Marker of 
Mercer, Pa.,  Logan Fedorchak of 
Mercer, Jordan Down of Lubbock, 
Texas, and Zach and (Haley) McEn-
tive of Tyler, Texas; seven great-
grandchildren, Joseph Perry, Collin, 
Fields, Isabel Fields, Madison Harris, 
Connor Harris, Olivia Marker and 
Bradley Marker; two brothers, Sam 
and (Ginny) Down and Jim Down; 
two sisters, Anne and (Bill) Nolan 
and Diane Mugge; a sister-in-law, 
Maryanne Down; and a host of 
nieces and nephews.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents, a brother, David Down, and 
a brother-in-law, Michael Mugge.  
   A memorial service will be held in 
Illinois at a later date. Morris & His-
lope Funeral Home is honored to as-
sist the family with arrangements. 

Virginia M. Ford 
   WYOMING – Virginia M. Ford, 
89, passed away Thursday, Nov. 2, 
2023, at OSF Richard L. Owens 
Hospice Home in Peoria.  
   Virginia was born on Sept. 15, 
1934, in Stark County to parents Les-
lie R. and Ila F. (Catton) King. She 
married her high-school sweetheart, 
Allen D. Ford, on Dec. 28, 1952. He 
preceded her in 
death on May 29, 
2017. 
   Surviving are 
two daughters, 
Linda (Jack) 
Dukey of Prince-
ville and Susan 
(Joe) Adams of 
Chillicothe; four 
grandchildren, 
Kristl DeBord, Jonathan Dukey, 
Chris (Bonnie) Pyle and Corinne 
(Andy) Dart; five great-grandchil-
dren, Rylynn and Merrill Debord, 
Damon and Brendon Pyle, and 
Olivia Dart; two sisters-in-law, El-
vessa King and Judith Nowlan; and 
many nieces and nephews.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents; four brothers, Floyd (Jessie) 
Catton, Jerry (Zaz) King, Ralph 
(Ruth) King and Dorrance King; and 
one sister, Dena (Kenneth) Updyke. 
   Virginia graduated from Toulon 
High School in 1952, and was em-
ployed at Wyoming Bank and Trust 
for 35 years. She was a member of 
the Wyoming American Legion 
Women’s Auxiliary Post #91. She 
loved traveling all over the country 
with her husband. They especially 
enjoyed visiting St. George Island, 
Fla., with family.  
   Virginia enjoyed reading, garden-
ing,and spending time with her 
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren.  

   Her funeral service will be at 11 
a.m. Monday, Nov. 13, 2023, at Has-
kell Funeral and Cremation Services 
in Wyoming. Nicole Reed, certified 
funeral celebrant, will officiate. Visi-
tation will be one hour prior to the 
service at the funeral home. Burial 
will be in Wyoming Cemetery.  
   The family would like to thank Vir-
ginia’s niece, Teri Hetzel, for her spe-
cial care for Virginia during these last 
several weeks. 
   Memorial contributions can be 
made to Wyoming American Legion 
Women’s Auxiliary Post #91 or to 
the OSF Richard L. Owens Hospice 
Home. Online condolences may be 
left for Virginia’s family on her trib-
ute wall at www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Michael L. Pyell 
   TOULON – Michael L. Pyell, 71, 
of Toulon, passed away Monday, 
Nov. 6, 2023, at Carle Health Proctor 
Hospital in Peoria. Michael was born 
on Sept. 6, 1952, in San Antonio, 
Texas, to the late Donald and Clara 
“Jeanne” (Bouton) Pyell. On May 
13, 1989, he married Linda Durbin at 
First Congregational Church in Tou-
lon. She survives.  
   Survivors also 
include two 
daughters, Susan 
Krans Taylor and 
Stefanie Krans 
Musselman; two 
grandsons, Johnel 
Taylor II and Zade 
Musselman; a 
sister, Christine 
(Joe) Campbell; and a brother, Dan 
Pyell.  
   Michael was a welder and retired 
from Komatsu. He was an avid 
Raiders fan and loved his Harley. 
   A graveside service will take place 
on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2023, at 
Toulon Cemetery at 11 a.m. Jim 
Graves will officiate. A Celebration 
of Life will follow at Nelson’s Farm 
Building, 905 E Main St., Toulon, IL 
61483. Haskell Funeral and Crema-
tion Services is handling arrange-
ments. To leave condolences for 
Michael’s family, please visit 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Gary Streitmatter 
   TOULON – Heaven is brighter and 
full of even more love since gaining 
Gary Streitmatter, a happy-go-lucky 
gentle spirit and a kind and loving 
soul. Gary, 72, passed away on Nov. 
4 while residing at Toulon Health 
Care Center.  
   Everyone who 
knew Gary knew 
that he was a lov-
ing person who 
was always 
happy. He knew 
how to make his 
family laugh 
without saying a 
word. He was their foundation and 
they have always felt that they were 
beyond fortunate to have been 
blessed with him in their family.  
   Gary loved to travel and was able 
to vacation from coast to coast and 

loved Hawaii. He loved attending 
church and loved music. He knew his 
favorite hymns by heart and was a 
true Lawrence Welk fan. 
   Gary was the second of four chil-
dren born May 3, 1951, to Merle 
Streitmatter and Norma Patricia 
“Pat” Streitmatter Brown. Gary was 
72 years old when he passed, far out-
living life expectations for someone 
born with Down Syndrome. Credit 
for his longevity and good health 
goes to his mom, Pat. She always felt 
that Gary was a gift from God and he 
was the center of her world. She 
went above and beyond to give him 
the best that life had to offer.  
   She survives as well as his oldest 
sister Linda DeCamp of Henry, 
brother Alan (Linda) Streitmatter of 
Metamora and younger sister Amy 
(Greg) Milroy of Toulon. His father 
Merle and loving stepfather Boyd 
Brown preceded him in death.  
   He is also survived by niece Fran-
cie (Doug) McCartney of Rome; 
nephews Scott (Lynda) DeCamp of 
Henry, Dave (MacKinsey) Milroy of 
Monmouth and Kyle Milroy of Peo-
ria. He also had three great-nieces, 
Erica and Alexis DeCamp of Peoria 
and Quinn Milroy of Monmouth; and 
one great-nephew Lincoln Milroy of 
Monmouth. 
   Special credit for his development 
also goes to Abilities Plus, a social 
services agency for those with dis-
abilities that began in 1957. Gary’s 
parents, Merle and Pat were two of 
the six founders of the agency. Gary 
was one of the original nine children 
at Abilities Plus in 1957 and was the 
last survivor of that original group. 
   A special thank you goes out to the 
Toulon Health Care Center for the 
wonderful care that Gary received. 
He was well cared for and seemed 
very content to be a resident there. 
   Another special thank you also 
goes out to Compassus from Gales-
burg for Gary’s hospice care. They 
did an outstanding job keeping Gary 
comfortable and making his passing 
less difficult for him and for his 
family. 
   A Celebration of Life will be held 
at the Toulon United Methodist 
Church on Saturday Nov. 11. Visita-
tion will begin at 1 p.m. with funeral 
to follow at 2 p.m. Following the 
services, everyone is welcome to join 
the family in the church basement for 
food and fellowship. Private burial 
will be held at a later date. 
   Rux Funeral Home in Kewanee is 
in charge of arrangements. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests memori-
als be given to Abilities Plus. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

Paul T. Walliker 
     GALVA – Paul Theodore Wal-
liker, 70, of Galva, died Nov. 4, 
2023. He was born on Aug. 26, 1953, 
in Peoria. A Celebration of Life to 
honor Paul Walliker will take place 
from 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 3 at 
the Galva American Legion. 

Pyell

Streitmatter

Ford
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XC: All 7 SC runners posted PRs
   Smith’s first season of 
distance running was last 
fall in 8th grade when she 
won the IESA 1A state 
race. Saturday’s showing 
at Detweiller was similarly 
impressive, as only three 
other freshman placed 
ahead of her – including 
state champion Isabella 
Keller of Effingham St. 
Anthony. Keller posted a 
time of 16:26.13 to follow 
in the strides of her older 
sister, Anna Sophia Keller, 
who won four straight ti-

tles from 2013-16. 
   While individual honors 
are satisfying, Smith said 
being part of a team made 
this cross country season 
even better.  
   “It’s pretty enjoyable to 
be a on team that goes to 
state,” Smith said. “I’ve 
never had that before.” 
   Her Lady Rebels team-
mates were all at their best 
on Saturday as Stark 
County matched the 19th-
place finish it posted when 
the team made state in 
2018. 

   “Everybody on the 
whole team ran their PR 
today. And not just by a lit-
tle, but by a lot,” Rennick 
said. “That’s the trick: last 
race, fast race. They had 
some faith and we put in 
the work and they did ex-
actly that.” 
   Other scoring runners for 
Stark County were sopho-
more Cheyenh Smith 
(134th, 20:09), junior 
Alexis Martinez (150th, 
20:19), junior Keagan 
Hamilton (182nd, 21:21) 
and sophomore Paytin Ter-
williger (188th, 21:28). 
Rounding out the team 
were Junior Sarah Krak-
low (208th, 21:26) and 
sophomore Haylie Moodie 
(245th, 23:33). 
   Rennick noted that in 
placing 19th, Stark County 
finished ahead of two 
teams that had been faster 
at the sectional: Seneca 
(20th) and Aurora Central 
Catholic (22nd). 
   “The only one from the 
sectional who beat us 
today was (13th-place) 
Winnebago,” Rennick 
said. 
   Tolono Unity won the 
girls title with 109 points. 
Stark County finished with 
481 but Rennick hopes to 
improve on that next fall. 
   “We’ve got everybody  
back next year,” Rennick 
said. “You never know 
about that sort of thing, but 
we’re looking to go up 
from (19th).  
   “We’ve got a great group 
of workers who work in 
the offseason.” 

Continued from Page 12



game, the Rebels recovered.  
   “You can’t do that so many times 
in a row,” Noard said. “It’s going to 
catch up with you sometime.” 
   This time, the R-W defense caught 
Stark County repeatedly. R-W held 
Stark County to 98 yards of total of-
fense. Junior running back Nolan 
Orwig, who ran for 253 yards 
against R-W in September, gained 
only 19 last week. 
   “I thought they were pretty con-
centrated to take Orwig away,” 
Noard said. “Somebody’s going to 
run for 250 on you, you’re going to 
make sure you have that taken care 
of. We had to make some plays else-
where, and we didn’t.” 
   The five interceptions, against 
three Stark County quarterbacks, 
matched what Dakota achieved 
against Annawan in a first-round 1A 
game Oct. 28, 2006.  
   R-W returned two interceptions for 
touchdowns. Jack Godsil’s pick-six 
to open the second quarter provided 
the game-winning points. Godsil and 
fellow senior Devonte Noel each had 
two interceptions.  
   “Our defense is playing really well 
right now,” R-W Coach Grant Gull-
strand said. “They’re flying to the 
ball. They believe in what they’re 
doing. There’s some good players 
on that (other) side of the ball, but 
we were able to make some plays 
today.”  
   An apparent left-hamstring injury 
to starting quarterback Luke Re-
werts didn’t help Stark County. The 
senior went down along the oppos-
ing sideline after a 7-yard gain with 
2:20 remaining in the first half. A 
trainer tended to Rewerts, who 
limped off the field and didn’t re-

turn.  
   The Rebels turned to senior Mat-
thew Bowser and junior Dillon 
Steelman, both little used at quarter-
back. Bowser was intercepted once, 
Steelman twice. 
   “I had to stay positive,” Bowser 
said regarding Rewerts’ departure. 
“It was super-detrimental to the 
team and how we played. I just tried 
to step up and do my best, but …” 

   Bowser and Steelman weren’t 
placed in ideal situations, Noard ac-
knowledged. 
   “They’re playing a position they 
haven’t gotten nearly the reps in, 
and you’re behind, so the other team 
can kind of tee off on you a little 
bit,” the coach said. “I thought they 
held their own and did exactly what 
we asked them to do, but it’s just 
that we were in kind of a hole al-
ready too much by then.”  
   Despite the ending, Bowser said 
this season was the most enjoyable 
one he’s had. It included a confer-
ence championship, and Orwig and 
junior running back Chris Barnwell 
help provide a good base for 2024.  
   “When you look back, obviously 
it’s a successful season,” Noard 
said. “When you’re 10-0, you want 
to keep going as long as we can. But 
we didn’t have it today, and they 
did. And when that happens in the 
playoffs, that ends it.” 
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REBELS: Rewerts injured in second quarter

SCOREBOARD

Card of Thanks 
WYOMING AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

American Education Week is Nov. 13-17, 2023. We 
thank the Stark County Unit School District #100 
teachers, support staff, administrators and school 
board for their dedication in providing a quality 
education and environment for our students. We 
also want to thank our bus drivers for doing such 
a great job. We are thankful too for all involved in 
the Rebel Reporter as it keeps us informed about 
the good things that continue to happen in our 
school district. 

Wyoming American Legion Auxiliary Unit 91 

Continued from Page 12

Above: Stark County junior Nolan Orwig is ready to make a play on ROWVA-Williamsfield 
running back Bryan Bertlshofer. Below: Avery Gerber returns a kick for Stark County. Photos 
by Collin Fairfield.

ROWVA-Williamsfield 36 
Stark County 8 

Stark County 0 8 0 0 - 8 
ROWVA-Will. 8 8 20 0 - 36 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

R-W - Brown 3 run (Brown pass from  
   Danner) 

Second Quarter 
R-W - Godsil 30 interception return  
   (Brown pass from Danner) 
SC - Lindley 21 interception return  
   (Wagenbach pass from Rewerts) 

Third Quarter 
R-W - Brown 3 run (kick wide) 
R-W - Bertlshofer 9 run (Miller kick) 
R-W - Hull 74 interception return  
   (Miller kick) 

Team Statistics 
SC R-W

First Downs 22 28 
Rushes-Yds 22-51 45-230 
Yds per carry 2.3 5.1 
Comp-Att-Int 8-27-5 5-11-1 
Passing yds 47 64 
Fumbles-lost 2-1 1-1 
Penalties-yds 3-20 16-95 

Individual Statistics 
   Rushing - SC: Gerber 1-22, Orwig 7-
19, Bowser 2-6, Rewerts 7-4, Steelman 
3-0, Barnwell 1-0, Joos 1-0. R-W: 
Bertlshofer 19-128, Brown 12-64, Cor-
dle 5-37, Schroeder 2-14, Sams 1-9, 
Danner 6-(-22).  
   Passing - SC: Steelman 4-13-2-34, 
Rewerts 4-10-2-13, Bowser 0-4-1-0. 
   Receiving - SC: Bowser 4-29, Wagen-
bach 2-16, Orwig 2-2. R-W: Hull 1-22, 

Cordle 1-14, Bertlshofer 1-13, Sams 1-
13, Brown 1-2.    
   Tackles - SC: Kinsella 7.5, Barnwell 
6.5. R-W: Main 5.5, Godsil 5. 
Bloomington Cent. Cath. 27 

 Farmington 12 
Farmington 0 6 0 6 - 12 
Bloom. Cent. Cath. 3 10 7 7 - 27 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

BCC - Tomczak 28 field goal 
Second Quarter 

BCC - Hayes 44 run (Tomczak kick) 
BCC - Tomczak 24 field goal 
F - Gronewold 26 pass from  
   L.Wheelwright (kick blocked) 

Third Quarter  
BCC - Hayes 1 run (Tomzcak kick) 

Fourth Quarter  
BCC - Larson 51 pass from Hayes  
   (Tomczak kick) 
F - L.Wheelwright 6 run (pass failed) 

Team Statistics 
F BCC 

First Downs 12 19 
Rushes-Yds 35-154 42-266 
Yds per carry 4.4 6.3 
Comp-Att-Int 10-18-1 5-11-0 
Passing yds 78 107 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 0-0 
Penalties 3-15 8-100 

Individual Statistics 
   Rushing - F: L.Wheelwright 20-84, 
J.Wheelwright 7-51, Utt 6-13, Smith 1-
3, H.Darsham 1-3. BCC: Hayes 20-131, 
Adelman 16-74, Summers 4-14, 
Schnerlie 2-7. 

   Passing - F: L.Wheelwright 10-18-1 
78. BCC: Hayes 5-10-0 107, Rogucki 
0-1-0 0. 
   Receiving - F: Gronewold 2-35, 

Smith 4-19, Fauser 2-16, H.Darsham 
1-9, J.Wheelwright 1-(-1).  
   Tackles - F: J.Wheelwright 10, Lam-
bin 8.  

CLASS 1A 
Second Round 

   Lena-Winslow 46, Forreston 14 
   Annawan-Wethersfield 13, Morri-
son 6 
   ROWVA-Williamsfield 36, Stark 
County 8 
   Chicago Hope Academy 37, Aurora 
Christian 29 
   Camp Point Central 32, Hardin Cal-
houn 14 
   Belleville Althoff 56, LeRoy 20 
   Sesser-Valier 32, Catlin Salt Fork 8 
   Greenfield-Northwestern 16, Casey-
Westfield 14 

 Quarterfinals 
Saturday, Nov. 11 Games 

   Game 1 - Annawan-Wethersfield 
(10-1) at Lena-Winslow (11-0), 2 pm 
   Game 2 - Chicago Hope Academy 
(10-1) at ROWVA-Williamsfield (9-
2), 1 pm 
   Game 3 - Belleville Althoff (10-1) at 
Camp Point Central)(11-0), 2 pm 
   Game 4 - Greenfield-Northwestern 
(11-0) at Sesser-Valier (11-0), 2:30 pm 

Semifinals 
   Winner Game 1 vs. Winner Game 2 
   Winner Game 3 vs. Winner Game 4 

Championship 
   Semifinal Winners at Normal (Han-
cock Stadium), Fri., Nov. 24, 10 am 

CLASS 2A 
Second Round 

   Seneca 47, Rockridge 14 
   Wilmington 42, Downs Tri-Valley 
14 
   Maroa-Forsyth 42, Momence 6 
   Bloomington Central Catholic 27, 
Farmington 12 
   Nashville 27, Quincy Notre Dame 
18 
   Athens 34, Red Bud 13 
   Shelbyville 36, Vandalia 13 
   Breese Mater Dei 27, Johnston City 
18 

Quarterfinals 
Saturday, Nov. 11 Games 

   Game 1 - Wilmington (10-1) at 
Seneca (11-0), 2 pm 
   Game 2 - Bloomington Central 
Catholic (11-0) at Maroa (M.-Forsyth) 
(11-0), 2 pm 
   Game 3 - Athens (9-2) at Nashville 
(8-3), 1 pm 
   Game 4 - Breese Mater Dei (8-3) at 
Shelbyville (10-1), 3 pm 

Semifinals 
   Winner Game 1 vs. Winner Game 2 
   Winner Game 3 vs. Winner Game 4 

Championship 
  Semifinal Winners at Normal (Han-
cock Stadium), Fri., Nov. 24, 1 pm

IHSA FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS
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By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   ONEIDA – The Stark County 
football team finally dug a hole 
out of which it couldn’t climb.  
   That the ROWVA-Williams-
field defense kept dumping dirt 
on the Rebels didn’t help. 
   Stark County had no touch-
downs on offense, gained fewer 
than 100 yards overall and was 
intercepted five times in a 36-8 
Class 1A second-round playoffs 
defeat at Bill Adams Field. The 
second consecutive postseason 
loss to R-W (9-2) was the only 
defeat Stark County had in 11 
games. 
   “They were better than us 
today, pretty much everywhere – 
running the ball, passing the ball, 
blocking,” Stark County Coach 
Jade Noard said. “They were just 
better than us today.” 
   That might have been the case 
from the opening kickoff – al-
though in this rivalry between 
LincolnLand Conference small-
division teams, past hasn’t al-
ways been prologue.  
   R-W junior Talan Hull returned 
the first kick 85 yards, to the 
Stark County 8-yard line. Two 
plays later, Spencer Brown 

scored from 3 yards and R-W led 
8-0.  
   It almost was identical to what 
happened Sept. 29 in Oneida, 
when R-W led Stark County by 
seven points after two plays. In 
that game, Stark County (10-1) 
came back to win 24-14. In this 
game, Stark County never led.  
   The Rebels’ only score came 
on Braden Lindley’s interception 
return with 8:53 left in the first 

half.  
   Stark County couldn’t take 
first-quarter advantage of a fum-
ble recovery and four Cougars 
penalties, including three in a 
row on their second possession. 
   The Rebels also fell behind 
Princeville in two games this 
season, including in the first and 
third quarters of their playoffs 
opener. But like in the first R-W 

R-W defense stymies Rebels 
Injury, turnovers derail Stark County in Class 1A 2nd round

Continued on Page 11

The Prairie News Sports
All-State 
for Smith 

SC freshman 22nd, 
Lady Rebels 19th  
at state XC meet

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   PEORIA – Held back by a bad 
stomach ache for nearly 1 mile 
of the 3-mile girls Class 1A state 
cross country race at Detweiller 
Park last Saturday, Dusti Smith 
knew it was now or never as the 
finish neared. 
   And so, the Stark County 
freshman took off, sprinting past 
five or six other runners to claim 
an all-state medal by placing 
22nd with a personal best time 
of 18:03.82. She is the first 
Stark County runner to earn all-
state in cross country. 
   “I was getting really worried 
because my second mile was 
slower,” Smith said. “But at the 
end, my legs felt fine and I had 
enough left that I could sprint.” 
   As Coach Bob Rennick said, 
that was bad news for runners 
ahead of Smith. 
   “You want to get in a foot race 
with that girl, you are making a 

bad choice,” Rennick said. 
“When you can run a 58-second 
400, yeah, she can sprint.” 
   Indeed, that is most of what 
Smith has done in her still-de-
veloping running career. She 
didn’t start running cross coun-
try until her cousin Cadence 
Manning, who ran for ROWVA-
Williamsfield, suggested it two 
years ago. 
   “She told me cross country 
was really fun,” Smith said. “I 
like running, so I figured I might 
as well try it.” 

Stark County freshman Dusti Smith 
poses with her all-state medal after 
placing 22nd last Saturday at the Class 
1A girls state cross country meet. 
Photo by Jeff Lampe.

Continued on Page 10

ROWVA-Williamsfield’s Preston Schroeder hits Stark County quarterback Luke Re-
werts in Saturday’s Class 1A playoff game. Photo by Collin Fairfield.
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