
For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – The Stark County 
Health Department will open its 
new First Choice Healthcare Clinic 
in Toulon on Monday, Dec. 11.   
   The Health Department has en-
tered into a partnership with the 
State Bank of Toulon, First Choice 
Healthcare and OneroRx Inc.-
Local Health, Inc., to bring this 
new multi-service facility to Stark 
County.   
   The clinic is located in the 
former Aunt Martha’s-Great River 
Community Health Center location 
at 120 E. Court St. Clinic hours 
will be Monday through Friday 

from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
   “This new healthcare center will 
offer Stark County and area res-
idents public health, primary care, 
mental health, tele-psych, Women, 
Infants & Children Food Supple-
mental Program and pharmacy 
services all under one roof,” said  

Duane Stevens, health department 
public health administrator. “The 
pharmacy location will be open to 
anyone wanting to utilize their 
services and will accept prescrip-
tions from surrounding medical of-
fices.” 

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Matthew 
R. Shipp faces further 
evaluation in his child 
pornography case. 
   Shipp, 19, of Toulon, 
was transported 
from the Henry 
County Jail in 
Cambridge to the 
Stark County 
courtroom, in 
Toulon, for a 
scheduling con-
ference hearing 
on Dec. 1. He 
appeared in Cir-
cuit Court with his Stark 
County Public Defender 
Robert M. McBride. The 
State’s Attorney’s Office 
Special Prosecutor Shanti 

Kulkarni was also present 
in the courtroom. 
   McBride had filed a 
motion on Nov. 27 for 
“the defendant’s pre-trial 
release” from custody. 
Judge James A. Mack did 

not rule on this 
motion during the 
hearing after 
McBride agreed 
not to proceed 
with the motion. 
   McBride then 
requested that 
Shipp undergo a 
sex-offender eval-

uation by Bryan DeNure, 
of Midwest Counseling 
in Pekin, if DeNure is 
available, according to 

By RON DIETER 
For The Weekly Post 

   Last month the USDA released a new 
version of its Plant Hardiness Zone Map. 
The new map is more precise than a 
2012 version. 
   The old map was based on data col-
lected by 7,980 weather stations from 
1976-2005. The new map is a compila-
tion of data gathered by 13,412 stations 
from 1991-2020. Zonal boundaries in 
the new map are more detailed, thanks to 
tinkering by algorithms adjusting for the 
temperature effects of altitude, bodies of 
water, and urban heat islands. 
   To create the map, researchers col-
lected the very coldest temperature for 
each of the 30 years from 1991 to 2020, 
added them up and divided the total by 

30. Thus the numbers on the map are 
averages, not the very lowest tempera-
ture recorded. That’s an important point 
for gardeners who like to test the limits 
with borderline hardy plants.  
   Climatologists caution that a particular 
location will likely experience tempera-
tures below the map’s zonal minimum 
several times over a 30-year period. 
   Roughly half the United States has 
drifted up into a warmer zone, according 
to the USDA. The Chicken Littles of the 
climate brigade, however, shouldn’t get 
too excited. The USDA cautions that 
temperature changes in the new map are-
n’t evidence of climate change, but 
rather the result of more accurate data 
collection by many more weather sta-
tions and more sophisticated mapping 

techniques. They point out that hardiness 
zones are based on 30-year averages of 
extreme temperatures whereas climate 
change estimates are based on average 
annual temperatures over 50-100 years. 
   A nice feature on the USDA website 
(planthardiness.ars.usda.gov) is a zip-
code search for the new map. Just enter 
your zip code and your hardiness zone 
magically appears.  
   Trent Ford, Illinois State Climatolo-
gist, notes that the boundary between 
zones 5b and 6a, representing an average 
annual extreme minimum temperature of 
-10°F, moved nearly 70 miles northward, 
from Springfield in the 2012 map to 
Peoria in the 2023 version. According to 
the map, Canton and Peoria are now 
zone 6a (-10 to -5 degrees), while Gales-

burg, Elmwood and Princeville remain 
in zone 5b (-15 to -10 degrees).  
   Although it goes without saying, I 
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CLINIC FOR STARK COUNTY

New clinic 
opens Dec. 11 

in Toulon

Pictured above is the new Stark County Health Department’s First Choice Healthcare Clinic 
in Toulon, which will open it’s doors on Dec. 11. The clinic exists thanks to a partnership 
with the State Bank of Toulon, First Choice Healthcare and Onero Rx, Inc. - Local Health 
Inc.  The facility is located at 120 E. Court St. in Toulon. Photo by John A. Ballentine.
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court documentation. 
Shipp’s next court appear-
ance is scheduled for Dec. 
15, at 11 a.m. for a review 
and possible motion hear-
ing. 
   Shipp is charged with 

five counts of Class X fel-
ony child pornography/re-
produce/victim(s) under 
13-years-old. He was ar-
rested Nov. 15 at his rural 
Toulon residence by the Il-
linois Internet Crimes 
Against Children task 

force after they received 
three tips about child por-
nography being distributed 
from Stark County. Class 
X felonies are punishable 
by up to 30 years in prison 
for each felony charge.

can’t help myself. Even though a 
perennial plant is listed as hardy to 
zone 5b, that’s no guarantee it will 
do well in your garden. There’s har-
diness and then there’s heartiness. 
Some plants are just finicky. Maybe 
the soil’s a little too dry or the 
summers too warm or the humidity 
too high. If conditions are not ex-
actly right, the little prima donnas 
just sit there and pout and even-
tually wither away. Such plants are 
not hearty, even though they may be 
hardy temperature-wise.  
   For me variegated garden phlox 
and lavender are such plants. On the 

other hand, hearty plants are robust 
with a strong will to live, tolerant of 
conditions less than ideal. Think 
daylilies, peonies and dandelions. 
   You may be lucky enough to have 
a warm microclimate somewhere 
on your property giving you the 
chance to try a plant or two out of 
your zone. The ground along a 
south-facing brick or concrete wall 
can provide a warm spot for out-of-
zone plants. In fact your whole yard 
may be a microclimate, a zone 
warmer or cooler, if it’s sheltered or 
exposed. Your powers of observa-
tion will serve you better than any 
zone map.  

   Also keep in mind that many pe-
rennials gradually build up cold 
hardiness in autumn’s shorter and 
cooler days. Winter hardiness grad-
ually decreases when spring arrives 
with longer and warmer days. A 
sudden extreme cold spell during 
these transition periods could injure 
plants even though the temperature 
stays above the zone’s average lo-
west temperature.  
   If you’re a gardener, you’ll find 
the USDA website interesting. 
Along with the map and zone 
search, there’s additional informa-
tion and instructional videos. 

Page 2 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS • December 8, 2023

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

SHIPP: Next court date is Dec. 15
Continued from Page 1

ZONING: Microclimates have final say on hardiness
Continued from Page 1

   Patrons should note that the phar-
macy will not open with the rest of 
the clinic on Dec. 11. An announce-
ment about the opening of the phar-
macy is expected soon. OneroRx of 
Des Moines, Iowa, bills itself as “an 
integrated pharmacy for under-
served markets.” 
   “The Health Department and First 
Choice Healthcare along with our 
other partners in this project are so 

excited that this new healthcare lo-
cation will bring much-needed pub-
lic health, clinical, mental health 
and pharmacy services to the res-
idents of Stark County, who would 
otherwise have to travel consider-
able distances to surrounding com-
munities for such services,” Stevens 
said. “All involved are so excited 
about this local healthcare clinic 
and are looking forward to being 

able to better serve the residents of 
Stark County in a more centralized, 
accessible and customer friendly lo-
cation.” 
   For more information on programs 
and services available from the Henry 
and Stark County Health Depart-
ments and First Choice Healthcare 
call (309) 852-3115, visit the website 
www.henrystarkhealth.com or find 
the group on Facebook at Henry and 
Stark County Health departments. 

TOULON HEALTH: Pharmacy to open at later date
Continued from Page 1



Traffic Citations & 
Ordinance Violations 
   11-22 - Ronald L. Roach - Disre-
gard stop sign. 
   12-2 - Jorge Luis Sosa Mora - Elec-
tronic communication device.  

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   11-26 - A single-vehicle occurred 
on Route 40 at the intersection of 
1150N located south of Bradford. 
The driver was Robert J. Forbes, 70, 
Bradford. The driver reportedly was 
traveling south on Route 40 when he 
went off the west shoulder of the 
road and crashed into the ditch. The 
vehicle rolled over and landed on its 
side. No tickets were issued but 
Forbes was transported by ambu-
lance to the hospital. The vehicle sus-
tained over $1,500 in damages. 
   11-27 - A northbound vehicle on Il-
linois Route 78 driven by Samuel 
Gleichman, 21, lost control and en-
tered the southbound lane at about 
2:55 p.m., striking a Stark County 
school bus, driven by Helen J. Mur-
ray. Icy conditions were cited as a 
cause for the collision. One bus pas-
senger was taken to the hospital for 
minor injuries. 
   11-27 - An incident report noted a 
single-vehicle accident on Illinois 
Route 78 and 650N. A truck re-
portedly rolled over onto its side. The 
driver was Jorge L. Barrera, 54, Ke-
wanee. No injuries were reported to 
the driver or additional passengers, 
but the vehicle was estimated as a 
total loss.  
   11-29 - A single-vehicle rollover 
accident occurred on Township Road 
650E. According to an incident re-
port, the accident was discovered by 
a passing motorist. Nobody was lo-
cated with the vehicle at the time it 
was reported to authorities. The 
driver was later identified as Chris-
topher D. Turner, 29, of Toulon. No 
tickets were issued but the vehicle 
was estimated at a total loss.  
   12-1 - A single-vehicle accident oc-
curred on 700N and Route 17 east of 
Wyoming. The driver was Mercedes 
Strong, 23, of Wyoming. According 
to the accident report, Strong was 
traveling southwest when her vehicle 
crossed over into the opposite lane of 
traffic and left the roadway before 
crashing into the ditch. No injuries 
were reported and no tickets were is-
sued, but the vehicle sustained over 
$1,500 in estimated damages. 
   12-5  Andrew J. Eagelston, 18, of 
Wyoming was arrested about 2:15 
p.m. and accused of unlawful posses-
sion of a stolen motor vehicle, ac-
cording to the Peoria County 
Sheriff's Office. 

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 

   11-27 - to the 1100 block of SE 2nd 
St. to assist the ambulance with a 
medical emergency.  
   11-27 - As a result of a traffic stop 
in the 200 block of Morgan Rd., 
Kelly Smithson, 46, Galva, was cited 
for not having a valid drivers license.  
She was released with a required 
court date.  
   11-28 - to the 100 block of Market 
St. for a suspicious vehicle complaint 
after closing hours. Officer deter-
mined that a motorist was looking for 
a gas station. Directions were given.   
   11-28 - to Route 34 about two 
miles west of town to investigate a 
report of heavy smoke in the area. It 
was a controlled burn.  
   11-28 - to assist Illinois DCFS with 
a verbal disturbance in the 400 block 
of S. Center Ave. 
   11-28 - Melvin Byler, 18, of Down-
ing, Mo., was issued a citation in the 
200 block of SE 7th Ave. for not hav-
ing valid registration.  
   11-30 - to the 100 block of S. 
Center Ave. in reference to a report 
involving a vehicle that was bor-
rowed with permission but had not 
been returned for several days.  The 
other party was contacted and the ve-
hicle was returned to Galva.  
   11-30 - to the 1000 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a report involving criminal 
damage to a vehicle.   
   11-30 - While patrolling, the officer 
noticed all of the Galva railroad 
crossing arms were activated with no 
trains present. Officer directed traffic 
for about an hour on Exchange Street 
until a BNSF employee was able to 
make repairs.  
   11-30 - to speak with a subject by 
telephone regarding questions about 
trespassing laws.  
   11-30 - to the 400 block of NW 5th 
St. for a loose and aggressive dog 
running around. A relative was con-
tacted and was able to get the dog 
back into the house.  
   11-30 - to the 800 block of NE 3rd 
Ave. for a complaint involving a util-
ity wire being pulled away from a 
residence. Mediacom was notified.  
   11-30 - to the 100 block of SW 5th 
St. for a complaint involving harass-
ment through electronic communica-
tions involving juveniles.   
   11-30 - to a residence on NE 3rd 
Street to check the welfare of a child. 

DCFS was contacted.  
   11-30 - the 700 block of NW 5th 
Ave. to pick up a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request form.  
   12-1 - to assist the ambulance on 
NW 1st Ave. 
   12-1 - to a residence on SW 4th St. 
to locate a subject who had made sui-
cidal comments by text message. The 
officer made phone contact with the 
suspect, who was out of the area.  
   12-1 - to the 00 block of NE 9th St. 
for a theft complaint.   
   12-1 - to a residence on NW 8th 
Ave. for a welfare check. The com-
plainant was encouraged to contact 
the DCFS hotline.  
   12-1 - to assist a motorist with a 
flat tire in the 00 block of SW 2nd St.  
   12-1 - Rachel Rawlings, 38, of 
Galva, was issued an administrative 
warning ticket for accumulation of 
trash on her property in the 900 block 
of W. Division St.  
   12-2 - to the 700 block of NW 5th 
Ave. to pick up two Freedom of In-
formation Act forms.  
   12-2 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St., Van-
nessa Sturm, 38, Galesburg, was 
cited for operating a vehicle when 
registration suspended for no insur-
ance and operating an uninsured ve-
hicle. She was released with a 
required court date. 
   12-2 - to the 700 block of NW 1st 
Ave for a verbal domestic dispute.  
   12-2 - to the Galva Police Depart-
ment to meet a citizen who wanted to 
turn in FOIA requests.  
   12-2 - to the 1000 block of SE 2nd 
St. to remove an unwanted and in-
toxicated customer. The subject was 
taken home.  
   12-2 - Paul Bosnich, 36, Williams-
field, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St. 
   12-3 - to the Exchange Street and 
Market Street railroad tracks for a 
crossing arm malfunctions. BNSF 
was contacted for repairs.  

Property Transfers 
   11-28 - Charles R. and Heather S. 
Demetreon to Kevin Baumann - Pt 
36-14-6 NE - 12770 N. Modena Rd., 
Bradford - Consideration = $50,000. 
   11-28 - Franklin Lee Hager to 
Franklin Lee Hager, Trustee - Pt 27-
12-7 SE & Pts 33-12-7 SW NW & 
NE - Consideration = $0. 
   12-1 - Larry D. Wang to Josephine 
and Ty Pullen - Pts 30-13-6 NW - 
307 S. Franklin St., Toulon - Consid-
eration = $115,000.  

Divorce 
   12-1 - Chelsea Deanne Streitmatter 
and Jacob Gale Streitmatter - both of 
Toulon.
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except July 21 and 
Dec. 29) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elmwood, 
IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad and Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - Angie 
Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tuesdays 
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3 
p.m. The Prairie News encourages 
readers to submit news for publi-
cation. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an error 
occured. The Prairie News is an Il-
linois Press Association member.

GUEST VOICES

   After a five-year run that featured 
a costly trade war and an even cost-
lier deadly pandemic, the biggest 
players in the global soybean mar-
ket – the United States, Brazil and 
China – are positioning themselves 
for a big, bruising 2023-24 market-
ing year. 
   Of the three, Brazil remains 
planted in the driver’s seat. The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) fore-
casts that Brazil’s 
mostly planted 
2023-24 crop 
will yield an ex-
port-hogging 6 
billion bushels, 
5% more than 
last year’s record 
production and 
an astonishing 
16% larger than the 2020-21 crop. 
   Two factors favor that outlook. 
First, after three consecutive years 
of dry, hot La Nina weather, this 
year’s El Nino should bring more 
moisture and less crop stress. Sec-
ond, for the first time in memory, 
soy production costs are falling, en-
couraging Brazilian farmers to do 
what farmers anywhere would do: 
swap costly corn acres for cheaper 
bean acres. 
   If the projected, record 113 mil-
lion soybean acres are planted and 
the better weather forecast comes to 
pass, USDA expects Brazil to ex-
port a record 103 million metric 
tons (mmt) of soybeans in its 2023-
24 marketing year. That’s 6 mmt 
more than last year’s 97 mmt. 
   Just how many bushels are in 103 
mmt of soybeans? A staggering 
3.75 billion. 
   At that level, Brazil’s projected 

2023-24 soy exports will – brace 
yourself – equal 91 percent of this 
year’s entire U.S. soybean crop of 
4.1 billion bushels. 
   That hard-to-believe comparison 
isn’t the only hard-to-swallow ex-
port news for U.S. soybean farmers 
this year. The really bad news is 
that 2023-24 U.S. soybean exports, 
projected at 1.8 billion bushels, 
marks the third consecutive year of 
falling soybean exports. 
   According to USDA data, the cur-
rent marketing year’s soy exports 
will be a stunning 491 million 
bushels, or 21%, under the 2020-21 
marketing year’s total of 2.3 billion 
bushels 
   The worldwide winner in this 
flooded global soybean market is 
the world’s biggest importer, China, 
that buys “more than 60% of the 
oilseed shipped worldwide to crush 
into meal for animal feed and oil 
for cooking,” reported Reuters a 
month ago. 
   Typically, China’s fourth quarter 
purchases are made in the U.S. mar-
ket to take advantage of the price-
flattening effects of the American 
harvest glut. Early November re-
ports indicate China did buy 
600,000 metric tons (22 million 
bushels) during harvest. Still, mar-
ket watchers claim China will im-
port 26 mmt of soybeans during the 
fourth quarter with “45% of the vol-
umes arriving from Brazil…” 
   Given those estimates, China is 
on its way to import a record 105 
mmt of soy in 2023, a figure nearly 
– and eerily – equal to Brazil’s pro-
jected soy exports for the coming 
year. 
   In years past, that almost insatia-
ble Chinese need for soybeans 

would be good news for farmers ev-
erywhere, especially in the U.S. But 
markets, like countries, evolve and 
change and the global soybean mar-
ket has changed rapidly in the last 
decade, wrote DTN Lead Analyst 
Todd Hultman in late October. 
   First “and more important,” he 
explained, Brazil is outracing ev-
eryone in almost every market as-
pect – especially production and 
exporting – and no one, especially 
the U.S., “has ever seen this level of 
competition for export sales.” 
   A second worry, noted Hultman, 
is the “larger market environment”: 
“two wars (Russia-Ukraine and Is-
rael/Hamas) plus pressure on the 
Federal Reserve to keep raising in-
terest rates, already at their highest 
level in 16 years.” 
   Neither condition – let alone both 
– creates the “kind of atmosphere 
that encourages traders to invest in 
the market,” he explained. 
   Still, U.S. carryover stocks, at 
about 5%, are tight so soybean 
“prices should stay supported above 
$13 for the remainder of 2023 and 
any opportunity near $14 (per bu.) 
should be considered a good sale.” 
   After New Year’s, however, Hult-
man warned, “the risk of lower soy-
beans prices increases, depending 
largely on the conditions of South 
American crops.” 
   But you already knew that. 
     © 2023 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT

Big soybean producers facing bruising year

Card of Thanks 
FAMILY OF LAURA C. ENGLAND 

  Our sincere gratitude. Whether you kept us in your 
thoughts and prayers, sent a lovely arrangement or card, 
gave a memorial donation, or helped in anyway, your love, 
heartfelt condolences, expressions of concern, and 
kindness brought us great comfort and will always be 
remembered. A special thank you to Haskell Funeral and 
Pastor Stephen. Whatever you did to console our hearts, we 
deeply appreciated and thank you for your kind expression 
of sympathy in our time of great sorrow. Thank you for 
keeping us in your thoughts and prayers. Love all whom you 
hold dear. Precious is the time you share. Do not wait until 
tomorrow. For tomorrow may not be… 
~ With love and appreciation, the family of Laura C. England
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   PHOENIX, Ariz. – Taylor Wilkin-
son, agricultural educator at Stark 
County High School in Illinois, is 
one of six agricultural educators na-
tionwide who received the 2023 
National Association of Agricultural 
Educators Ideas Unlimited award, 
presented during the 2023 NAAE 
Convention, held Nov. 28 through 
Dec. 2, in Phoenix. 
   The NAAE Ideas Unlimited 
award is presented to NAAE 
members to recognize them for 
their innovative ideas that optimize 
student success and development. 
The Ideas Unlimited Award is spon-
sored by National Geographic 
Learning’s career and technical 
education branch. 
   To help her students better under-
stand the process of propagating 
plants through grafting, Wilkinson 
has found that using foam pool 
noodles, tape and permanent 
markers helped students not only 
understand, but master the process. 
Grafting is a complex and expen-
sive skill that can be difficult for 
students to understand. Wilkinson 
said using pool noodles provides 
students with a larger surface area 
to practice on while allowing them 
to engage in the full experience.  

   Wilkinson uses pool noodles to 
teach various methods of grafting 
including side-veneer, whip and 
tongue and t-bud, as well as to 
teach students about plant families 
and the difference between plant 
genus and species. 
   NAAE is the professional organi-
zation for agricultural educators 
with over 8,000 members nation-
wide. The organization advocates 
for agricultural education, provides 

advancement through professional 
development for agricultural edu-
cators, and works to recruit and re-
tain agricultural educators in the 
profession. NAAE offers a variety 
of programs and services to support 
this three-pronged mission. The 
mission of NAAE is “professionals 
providing agricultural education for 
the global community through vi-
sionary leadership, advocacy and 
service.”  

Wilkinson earns ag educator ideas award 35± ACRES OF PRIME  
KNOX COUNTY FARMLAND 

Known as the GOFF FAMILY FARM  
In Copley Township, Knox County, Illinois  

Charles T. Goff and Becky L. Kreppert are offering the 
tract of prime Knox County farmland located 1¼ mile 
West of Victoria on Route 167 generally described as:  

Part of the Northwest Quarter of Section Fourteen 
(14) in Copley Township, Knox County, Illinois, 
containing 35 acres, more or less; Parcel Identifi-
cation No.: 07-14-100-004;   

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE BID 
   Description of Real Estate: The entire farm contains 
35± acres of prime cropland. The primary soil types are 
Ipava, Sable and Osco Silt Loam. The average PI is 
141.8 for the 34.18± acres of the land in production. 
 
   Terms of Bidding: The farm will be offered for sale as 
one 35± acre parcel. Sealed written bids setting forth 
the total purchase price and the name and address of 
the bidder shall be delivered to Seller's Attorneys, 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD., P.O. Box 368, 118 West 
Main Street, Elmwood, Illinois 61529-0368, no later 
than 4:00 P.M., Friday, December 15, 2023, at which 
time and place the sealed bids will be opened and the 
highest bid announced. The bids must be in the posses-
sion of Sellers' Attorneys by the time and date above 
specified. The written bids are final and no further bids 
will be considered once the bids are opened at the 
above place and time. Sellers reserve the right to reject 
any or all bids. 
 
   Terms of Sale: The successful bidder will be obligated 
to enter into a Purchase Agreement and pay a deposit of 
10% of the purchase price within 48 hours after the 
bids are opened. The Purchase Agreement provides for 
a final closing on or before February 2, 2024, at which 
time a Warranty Deed and an Owner's Title Insurance 
Policy in the amount of the purchase price insuring 
merchantable title and possession of the farmland shall 
be delivered to the Purchaser in exchange for the bal-
ance of the purchase price. Sellers shall give Buyer a 
credit for the 2023 Real Estate Taxes. Sellers are retain-
ing the 2023 farm rent. A bid package, containing the 
bid form, purchase agreement, title commitment, and 
detailed information about the farm, may be obtained 
from the Attorneys for Sellers.  
ATTORNEYS FOR SELLERS           SELLERS 
ROBERT L. POTTS, ESQ.         CHARLES T. GOFF 
and 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD.             BECKY L. KREPPERT 
             P.O. Box 368 
    118 West Main Street 
Elmwood, Illinois 61529-0368 
Telephone: (309) 742-3611 
Email: cori@whitneyandpotts.com 
Website: www.whitneyandpotts.com

Pictured above, Stark County High School agriculture teacher Taylor Wilkinson received the 
2023 National Association of Agricultural Educators Ideas Unlimited award, presented during 
the 2023 NAAE Convention in Phoenix, Ariz., by two unnamed individuals. Submitted photo. 



By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – The Illi-
nois Supreme Court has 
ruled that people may obtain 
records about their own Fire-
arm Owners Identification 
cards, but they may not use 
the state’s Freedom of Infor-
mation Act to do so.  
   In a 7-0 ruling, the court 
said the Illinois State Police 
acted properly when it de-
nied FOIA requests from in-
dividuals who sought copies 
of letters explaining why 
their FOID cards had been 
denied or revoked. But the 
court also said those individ-
uals could have obtained 
those records through other 
means.  
   The case revolved around a 
2011 amendment to the 
Freedom of Information Act 
that exempts from public 
disclosure the names and in-
formation of people who 
have applied for or received 
FOID cards or concealed 
carry permits.  
   According to briefs filed 
with the court, state law-
makers passed that amend-
ment after the Associated 

Press filed a blanket FOIA 
request seeking the names of 
all FOID cardholders in the 
state, along with expiration 
dates of their cards.   
   The ruling involved two 
unrelated cases from Madi-
son County in which Sandra 
Hart and Kenneth Burgess 
Sr. sought copies of doc-
uments related to their FOID 
cards, including records of 
why their cards had been re-
voked.  
   Thomas Maag, an attorney 
who argued the cases at the 
Supreme Court, said both in-
dividuals claimed they had 
lost the original documents 
and that they sought copies 
so they could appeal the rev-
ocations.  
   In both cases, ISP denied 
the requests, citing the ex-
emption in the Freedom of 
Information Act. But in both 
cases, the Madison County 
Circuit Court sided with the 
applicants. In 2022, the 5th 
District Court of Appeals 
upheld those decisions, say-
ing the FOIA exemption was 
never intended to prevent in-
dividuals from obtaining 
records about themselves.  
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Stark holds special 
school board meeting  
   WYOMING – The Stark County 
School District board of education 
held a Special Board Meeting Thurs-
day, Nov. 30, for the purpose of dis-
cussing personnel employment. The 
board went into Closed Executive 
Session immediately and then recon-
vened in Open Session. 
   The board announced the following 
personnel employment/changes: 
   •  acob Best and Sawyer Nelson 
were approved as Stark County Ele-
mentary School custodians. 
    • Catherine Raine was approved as 
transportation driver for the Jackson-
ville route. 
   • John Forstrom was approved as 
bus driver. 
    • Donette Berchtold’s resignation 
as bus aide was accepted. 

~ John A. Ballentine 

Galva Congregational 
Church hosts Vespers  
   GALVA – The Galva Congrega-
tional Church will have their annual 
Vespers on Sunday, Dec. 17 at 5:30 
p.m.. The Kewanee Community 

Choir will perform. Everyone is in-
vited to this annual event. 

~ Carol Townsend 

Applications accepted 
for youth goose hunt 
   SPRINGFIELD – Youths between 
the ages of 10-17 can apply now to 
participate in the annual Central Il-
linois Youth Goose Hunt held by 
the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources on Jan. 15. 
   Registration closes Dec. 31. 
Apply online at 
dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/waterfowl/y
outhgoosehunt. The hunt will be 
held at private waterfowl hunting 
clubs near Canton. 
   All applicants must possess a 
valid Illinois hunting or sportsman’s 
license, have a Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) registration number 
and have a 20-gauge or larger shot-
gun. Youth-hunt participants must 
be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian who must possess a valid 
firearm owner’s identification card.  
   To learn more, call (217) 785-
8060. 

Et cetera 
   • PRINCEVILLE – Ginny and 

Jackie Gilles of Princeville will be 
named to the Illinois Basketball 
Coaches Association’s 2023-24 Hall 
of Fame class. They will be honored 
as Friends of Basketball at the May 4 
induction at CEFCU Arena on the Il-
linois State University campus in 
Normal. Illini Bluffs Coach Clay 
Vass will also be part of the Hall of 
Fame class. 
   • KEWANEE – James Lindbom, of 
Kewanee, has been certified in inter-
nal medicine by the American Board 
of Internal Medicine .  
   Board certification from ABIM is 
the highest standard in internal medi-
cine and its subspecialties. It signifies 
that physicians have demonstrated to 
their peers and the public that they 
have the clinical judgment, skills and 
attitudes essential for excellent pa-
tient care. 
   Dr. Lindbom is an internal medi-
cine physician at OSF Medical 
Group in Kewanee. The office is lo-
cated within OSF HealthCare Saint 
Luke Medical Center, where Dr. 
Lindbom also cares for patients in 
the Emergency Department. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF: IRENE H. JOHNSON ,  
Deceased  
No. 2023PR95 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
IRENE H. JOHNSON. Letters of 
Office were issued on November 
27, 2023, to Kathleen A. Litwiler 
and Ronald L. Johnson, as 
executors, whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, or 
both on or before May 30, 2024. 
Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after it 
has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with an 
e-filing provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethel
p.asp. Or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office. 
 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for Executor 
P.O. Box 165 
Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2001 
everettr@barashlaw.com 

Published 12/1, 12/8, 12/15/23 
• • • 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF: JOAN E. ANDERSEN,  
Deceased  
No. 2023PR97 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
JOAN E. ANDERSEN. Letters of 
Office were issued on November 
27, 2023, to Reynolds M. Everett, 
Jr. as Independent Executor whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, 
LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, or 
both on or before May 30, 2024. 
Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 

delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after it 
has been filed. E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing provider. 
Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethel
p.asp. Or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office. 
 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for Executor 
P.O. Box 165 
Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2001 
everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 12/1, 12/8, 12/15/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY - ILLINOIS 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
OF COURT DATE 

FOR REQUEST FOR NAME CHANGE 
OF AN ADULT 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
Janelle LeAnna Novak 
CHANGE OF NAME TO: 
Janelle LeAnna Simpson 

Case No.: 23MR30 
   There will be a court date on my 
Request to change my name from 
Janelle LeAnna Novak to the new 
name of Janelle LeAnna Simpson. 
The court date will be held on 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 at 8:30 
a.m. at 307 W. Center St., 
Cambridge, IL in Henry County, in 
Courtroom #3. 

/S/ Janelle Novak 
Published 12/1, 12/8, 12/15/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE  

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 0F  

THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

IN RE: THE PETITION OF: 
BENJAMEN A. LEEZER and 
EMILY A. LEEZER, 
Petitioners, 
To adopt 
                                     2023-AD-2 
CHARLOTTE A. DOTY, A minor, and 
STANLEY D. DOTY, 
Respondent. 

NOTICE 0F PUBLICATION 
   Take notice that on September 
20th 2023 a Petition for Adoption 
was filed in the Circuit Court o£ 
Stark County, Illinois, for the 
adoption of a child named Charlotte 
A. Doty. Now, therefore, unless all 
whom it may concern, file your 
answer to the Petition in the action 

or otherwise file your appearance 
therein, in the said Circuit Court of 
Stark County, Stark County 
Courthouse, 130 W. Main St., 
Toulon, Illinois, 61483. On the 5th 
day of January 2023 at 11:00 a.m„ 
a default may be entered against 
you at any time after that day and a 
judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer of said Petition. 
Dated: 11-16-23 

/S/ Julie A. Kenney 
Stark County Circuit Clerk 

Robert H. Rennick, Jr. 
The Rennick Law Firm, P.C. 
117-119 West Court Street 
P.O. Box 430 
Toulon, Illinois 61483 
Telephone: (309) 286-5921 
ARDC #6227069 
robertrennickjr@rennicklawfirm.co
m 
Published 11/24, 12/1, 12/8/23 

• • • 
 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 ESTATE OF Ned S. Stuckey, 
Deceased                                           
No. 2023 PR 94 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of Ned 
S. Stuckey. Letters of Office were 
issued on November 17, 2023, to 
Phyllis Stuckey, as Independent 
Executor whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or before 
May 24, 2024. Any claim not filed 
by that date is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been 
filed.  E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with an 
e-filing service provider.  
Visit:http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/se
rvice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, 
visit:http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/F
AQ/gethelp.asp, or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s office.  
 
Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executor    
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 11/24, 12/1, 12/8/23 

• • • 
NOTICE OF SALE 

   IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, TENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STARK 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE NO. 
2023TX7 TO THE FOLLOWING 
NAMED PERSONS (AND IF 
DECEASED, TO THEIR UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND DEVISEES), AND TO 
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND TO 
ALL INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS 
AND AGENCIES THEREOF, 
INCLUDING AMONG OTHERS 
ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
ILLINOIS DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT 
SECURITY, ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SERVICES, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE, STATE OF ILLINOIS 
DEPT OF HEALTHCARE & FAMILY 
SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) GENERAL 
COUNSEL AND STARK COUNTY 
CLERK, STARK COUNTY 
TREASURER, CITY OF TOULON, 
STARK COUNTY STATE'S 
ATTORNEY, AND TO OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE 
PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:  

Parcel Number 
08-36-100-026 

Owners/Parties Interested 
HOFFMAN, DAVID A 

Cert Number 
202000032 

Street Or Common Address 
227 MCKINLEY ST. 

   TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVE 
SAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON 
OCTOBER 26, 2021, FOR 
GENERALTAXES FOR THE YEAR 
2020 AND PRIOR YEARS, AND 
THAT THE PERIOD OF 
REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE 
EXPIRES MAY 17, 2024. TAKE 
FURTHER NOTICE THAT A 
PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECTING 
ISSUANCE OF TAX DEEDS HAS 
BEEN FILED IN THE ABOVESAID 
CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
PARCELS BY STARK COUNTY, AS 
TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON JUNE 14, 
2024 AT 9:00 AM [COURTROOM 
1], SAID PETITIONER WILL APPLY 
FOR AN ORDER THAT A TAX DEED 
ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVESAID 
PARCEL NOT REDEEMED ON OR 
BEFORE MAY 17, 2024. /S/ STARK 
COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, 
PETITIONER.  
   FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK 
ADDRESS: 130 WEST MAIN, 
TOULON, IL 61483 TELEPHONE: 
(309) 286-5911 
Published 12/8, 12/15, 12/22/23 

• • • 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF AUDIT 

   TAKE NOTICE that the Board of 
Library Trustees of the Toulon 
Public Library District, Stark 
County, Illinois, as of December 11, 
2023 has available a copy of its 

audit report for the period of July 1, 
2022 through June 30, 2023. The 
audit was conducted by the firm of 
Douglas W. Irwin & Co., Ltd. and 
may be publicly inspected at the 
main office of the Library District at 
617 E. Jefferson St, Illinois, during 
normal business hours which are: 
Mondays and Fridays 9am-5pm; 
Tuesdays, Wednesday, and 
Thursdays, & 9am-8pm. 
   Toulon Public Library District 
By: Roberta Cinnamon 
   Secretary of the Board of Trustees 

Published 12/8/23 
• • • 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF BRADFORD 
COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NO. 1, STARK, BUREAU, AND 
MARSHALL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS, 

CONCERNING THE WAIVER OF 
SCHOOL CODE MANDATE 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Board of Education of Bradford 
Community Unit School District No. 
1, Stark, Bureau, and Marshall 
Counties, Illinois, will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, December 18, 
2023, at 7:00 p.m. The hearing will 
be held at Bradford Grade School, 
345 Silver Street, Bradford, IL 
61421. The purpose of the hearing 
will be to receive public testimony 
from educators, parents, and 
students on a proposal to seek a 
waiver of a School Code mandate. 
Following the conclusion of the 
hearing, the Board of Education 
may take action to approve the 
waiver application. 
   Approval of the proposal would 
seek a one-year waiver of School 
Code Section 17-1.5, which limits 
the increase in administrative 
expenditures for the current school 
year to not exceed 5% over the 
prior school year. Waivers may be 
granted due to circumstances 
beyond the control of the district 
where the district has exhausted all 
available and reasonable remedies 
to comply with the limitation. 
   DATED this 4th day of December, 
2023. 

Tanya Walker, 
President, Board of Education, 

Bradford Community Unit School 
District No. 1 

Published 12/8/23 
• • •  

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
CITY OF WYOMING, ILLINOIS, an 
Illinois Municipal corporation, Plaintiff,  
vs. Case No. 23-OV-10 
MARCUS WILSON Defendants. 

NOTICE OF PROPERTY CLEAN-UP 
AND LIEN BY PUBLICATION 

The requisite Affidavit for Publication 
having been filed, notice is hereby 
given you, Marcus Wilson, and all 
Non-Record Claimants, and all 
Unknown Owners, Defendants in the 
above- entitled cause, that the above-
entitled property clean-up and lien 
action was filed and is now 
pending. 
1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the Court 
in which this action was brought, and 
the Case Number are identified above. 
2. The name of the titleholder of 
record: Marcus Wilson 
3. A legal description of the real estate 
sufficient to identify it with reasonable 
certainty is as follows: A part of the 
southwest Quarter (SW ¼) of Section 
Thirty-six (36), Township Thirteen 
(13) North, Range Six (6) East of the 
Fourth Principal Meridian, Stark 
County, Illinois, described as follows: 
Commencing at a point fifty (50) links 
North and One Hundred Twenty-four 
(124) feet East of the Northwest corner 
of Section One (1), Township Twelve 
(12) North, Range Six (6) East of the 
Fourth Principal Meridian; running 
thence North Sixty-four (64) feet to the 
center of the brick wall on the East side 
thereof; thence West Seventeen and 
One-half (17 ½) feet; thence South 
Eleven (11) feet to the brick wall on the 
North end; thence West Three and 
One-half (3 ½) feet, or to the center of 
the brick wall on the West end thereof; 
thence South Fifty-three (53) feet; 
thence East Twenty-one (21) feet to 
the place of beginning, situated in the 
county of Stark in the State of Illinois. 
4. A common address or description of 
the location of the real estate is as 
follows: 104 E. Williams Street, 
Wyoming, Illinois. 
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, all 
Defendants, Non-Record Claimants, 
and Unknown Owners, must file your 
answer to the Petition for Property 
Clean-Up and Lien in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, with the Henry County Circuit 
Clerk, 401 E 3 rd St, Kewanee, IL 
61443, on or before 30 days after the 
date of this publication, or a default 
may beentered. 

/s/Julie Kenney, Circuit Clerk 
 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
211 W 2nd St 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
Phone: 309/852-5555 

Published 12/8, 12/15, 12/22/23 
• • •

By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Illinois families 
with infants and toddlers now have ac-
cess to free children’s books that can 
be sent directly to their home, regard-
less of their income. 
   Gov. JB Pritzker on Tuesday an-
nounced the official launch of the 
state’s partnership with Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library, a program 
founded by the country music legend 

in 1995.  
   Pritzker announced in June that the 
state had formed a partnership with the 
Dollywood Foundation, after Illinois 
lawmakers included $1.6 million in 
this year’s budget to fund the state’s 
share of the program. Other funding 
comes from the Dollywood Foundation 
and local, county-based organizations. 
   Since then, about 44 local programs 
have been operating in the state, serv-
ing roughly 4 percent of eligible chil-

dren. But Dollywood Foundation ex-
ecutive director Nora Briggs said the 
goal is to reach all of the estimated 
755,000 children under age 5 in Illi-
nois. 
   People interested in enrolling their 
child can find a local provider on the 
“check availability” tab at imagination-
library.com.  
   Once a child’s eligibility is approved, 
they will start receiving one book each 
month, addressed to them.

Program will send free books to children
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CLASSIFIEDS
• FREE AD: If you are a Toulon or 
Wyoming business that hasn’t 
placed an ad in any 2023 Prairie 
News, you can enter a drawing for a 
free black and white 2x2 ad to ap-
pear in an issue of your choice in 
January or February. (Value $25.) 
Email Lori Herold at theherolds1@ 
gmail.com by December 22. 

FOR SALE 
• MUSHROOM COMPOST: for gar-
dens, flower beds and lawns. Black 
dirt, white rock, 1-3" slag for drive-
ways and landscapes, 1-3" rejects. 
Delivery is available. Kevin Eberle 
(309) 253-3462, Ron Eberle (309) 
253-5881, Kurt Eberle (309) 253-
7652. 
• 2010 Ford F150, Lariat, 4x4, Crew 
Cab, Trailer Tow, 143,000 miles, 
$7000.  Call (309)853-7481, leave 

message. 
• TRUCK: 2003 Ford F250, 4x4, die-
sel, have $12,000 in it, lots of new 
parts, need to sell quick, $5,000. 
(309) 657-7155. 
• COUCH: L-Shaped couch (5x7) , 
maroon/red color, $150. (309) 368-
5000. 
• MOBILE HOME: 14’x80’, 828 E. 
Fort St., Lot 20, Farmington, Batter-
ton Mobile Home Park, 3 BR, 2BA, 
large living room and kitchen, at-
tached garage and attached storage 
shed. (309) 338-8099. 

SERVICES 
• BAYSINGAR’S SHOP is always 
buying and selling used and wood 
furniture. Also buying architure 
items, wood trim, doors, registers 
etc. Check out Baysingar’s Face-
book, call 309-883-0164,1135 Rail-

road Ave. (Rt. 34 East) in Kewanee 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. Call 
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certi-
fied OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
26% Tax Credit.  Prices start as low 
as $9,525! Call today (309) 565-
4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call me 
at (309) 995-3364.
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Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
Galva Congregational Church 

 Pastor Marshall Jones 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

309-695-4523 leave message 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113 
309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
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OBITUARIES
Doris L. Bogner 

   BRADFORD – Doris Louise 
Bogner, 89, of Bradford, Ill. passed 
away on Sunday, Dec. 3, 2023, at her 
home in her family’s care surrounded 
by the love she 
deserved. 
   Doris was born 
on Aug. 9, 1934, 
in Wyoming, Ill., 
the daughter of 
Raymond and 
Ada (Driscoll) 
Kinsella. She 
married Donald 
“Bill” Bogner on June 30, 1956, in 
Camp Grove. He preceded her in 
death on May 26, 2007.  
   Doris attended nurse’s training at 
St. Francis Hospital in Peoria, where 
she continued to work for 40 years 
after her graduation. After her retire-
ment in 1995, she became the St. 
John’s Parish nurse for many years. 
Doris touched the lives of so many 
people and cared dearly for her pa-
tients that everyone she met was a 
friend.  
   Doris was very active in her com-
munity as an advocate for mental 
health. She was a member of the 
Stark and Henry County mental 
health board and the Community 
Health Clinics. Doris also was on the 
Library Board, a member of the 
Bradford Book Club and enjoyed 
taking yoga classes at the library.  
   She was a longtime member of St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church and 
a member of the altar and rosary so-

ciety at the church.  
   Doris was active with the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary in Bradford 
and cherished attending the fish fries 
and selling raffle ticket for their cake 
walk. She even won Bradford 
Women of the Year.  
   Doris and Bill also decided to pur-
chase a farm to raise black Angus 
cattle and hogs for fun in their free 
time prior to his passing.  
   Doris is survived by her six chil-
dren, Frank (Laurie) Bogner of 
Geneva, Mark (Shelly) Bogner of 
Hennepin, Amy (Chuck) Peterson of 
Island Lake, Andy Bogner of Brad-
ford, Dennis Bogner of Bradford and 
Lynne (John) Wright of Tiskilwa; 13 
grandchildren, Megan (Matt) Jacobs, 
Seth Bogner, Lauren (Brandon) 
Beggs, Alex (Uzma) Bogwani, Mor-
gan (Tom) McConnaughhay, Dallas 
(Jaime) Bogner, Sarah (Matt) Dres-
bach, Chase (Mary) Peterson, Chadd 
Peterson, Mary Cay Peterson, Logan 
Peterson, Bailey Wright and Jessica 
Wright; eight great-grandchildren; 
and one sister, Mary (Bob) Reincke 
of Libertyville.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents, brother, John Kinsella and 
her great-grandson, Braxton McCon-
naughhay.  
   Visitation will be held from 4-7 
p.m. with rosary service at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, at Grant- 
Johnson Funeral Home in Bradford. 
Funeral Mass will be 10 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 9, 2023, at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church, Bradford, 

with Father John Thieryoung, offici-
ating. Burial will immediately follow 
the services in St. John the Baptist 
Catholic Church Cemetery, Bradford.  
   In lieu of flowers memorial may be 
made to OSF Cancer Center in Peo-
ria or the Bradford Public Library.  
   Online condolences can be left at 
www.grant-johnsonfh.com   

Audrey M. Girven 
   GALVA – Audrey M. Girven, 94, 
of Galva, died on Monday, Dec. 4, 
2023, at OSF St. Luke Medical 
Center, Kewanee.  No services will 
be held. Crema-
tion rites will be 
accorded. Stack-
house-Moore Fu-
neral & 
Cremation Serv-
ices, Galva, is as-
sisting the family 
with the arrange-
ments. 
   Audrey Mary 
Mount was born April 6, 1929, to 
Vern and Agnes (Henderson) 
Mount. She graduated from Galva 
High School. She was united in 
marriage to John Girven on Sept. 
16, 1951, in Galva.  He died on Feb. 
14, 2011. 
   Survivors include son, Jay Girven, 
Galva; granddaughter, Nikole 
Girven, St. Louis, Mo.; step-sisters, 
Beverly, Callis and Cheryl Flynn; 
and step-brother, Robert (Nancy) 
Callis.  Her parents, husband, and 
sister, Verna Mae (Robert) Hayes 
preceded her in death.

Bogner

Girven



fensively,” he said about 
the Rebels. “Rewerts 
makes their team go. Even 
if he’s not scoring, he’s our 
focal point. He’s driving, 
he’s getting looks inside.” 
   Daum had good looks in-
side and out after he en-
tered the game for the first 
time, shortly after the sec-
ond half began.  
   Over the final two mi-
nutes of the third quarter, 
Daum scored five during 
an eight-point run that 
broke a 40-40 tie and gave 
the Rebels a lasting lead. 
   “I was just looking for 
one extra person to put the 
ball in the basket at that 
point,” Browning said. “He 
came in the game and he 
hit a 3 in about 30 seconds. 
He made some tough 
layups. Outstanding, 
really.” 
   Daum’s first extensive 
varsity playing time fol-
lowed his team-high 14 
points in a junior-varsity 
loss to Brimfield. 
   “I felt confident coming 
off that JV game,” Daum 
said. 
   Stark County held off 

Brimfield in the fourth 
quarter thanks in part to 
eight points from 6-4 sen-
ior Will Rumbold, who was 
4-for-4 on free throws. 
Rumbold had 12 points. 
   The inside-outside com-
binations that worked 
against Brimfield have 
Browning optimistic. 
   “I think we’re dangerous 
and on a given night, if we 
shoot the ball, I think we 
can play with almost any 
team around,” he said. 
“We’ve just got to be more 
consistent about good play, 
good shooting, good de-
fense.” 
   Stark County was sched-
uled to play tonight (Dec. 
8) against Lowpoint-Wash-
burn, both at home. 
   Galva Boys – Blake Stahl 
had 16 points and 15 re-
bounds Dec. 1, but Galva 
(1-5) lost 60-41 to North 
Fulton. Carter DeVenney 
had 10 points for Galva. 
   The Wildcats were to 
play Saturday at Orion. 
   Galva Girls – The Lady 
Wildcats (1-6) lost to Mon-
mouth United on Monday, 
44-17. Ava Strom and Ken-
dall Rogers led with five 

points apiece. 
   “We are getting better 
every day. We have a 
young team that has made 
huge strides,” Coach Dan-
iel Russell said. “Our two 
starting seniors, Ava Strom 
and Kendall Rogers, have 
provided great leadership.” 
   Galva lost to West Cen-
tral (67-32) on Nov. 29 and 
to Midland (54-21) on Nov. 
28. Addisen Yepson scored 
nine vs. West Central and 
six against Midland. Strom 
scored eight vs. Midland. 
   Stark County Girls – Stark 
County (1-8) dropped its 
seventh straight Monday 
with a 56-26 loss at We-
thersfield.  
   The Lady Rebels had a 
solid first half Monday in a 
45-26 loss to Knoxville 
that featured the team’s 
best ball movement of the 
year, according to Coach 
Bob Bohm. 
   Payten Hillier led with 
eight points in a 48-16 loss 
to Kewanee on Dec. 2. She 
had seven in a Nov. 29 loss 
to Illini Bluffs. Hillier 
scored 16 in a Nov. 28 loss 
to Mercer County.

Page 11www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • December 8, 2023

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

SPORTS: Rewerts attracts attention

ANDERSON: Elite 8 appearance in 1997 was a highlight of 45-year career
20 against Galva. That game set 
Anderson’s coaching record at 
732-546, all in Billtown. 
   COVID caused Anderson to 
miss the ensuing six R-W games, 
the first absences of his career.  
   Anderson felt better Monday, 
when he returned to school in his 
part-time role as Williamsfield 
athletics director. But he also felt 
his players, assistant coaches and 
employers deserved more cer-
tainty and reliability regarding his 
coaching status. 
   “Nobody knows, including my-
self, kind of what’s going on – 
when I’m going to be back – and 
I’m thinking, ‘Those kids need to 
know who they’re going to have 

on the sidelines, who they’ll have 
in practice,’” Anderson said.    
“They need stability.”  
   Anderson said he made this 
decision on his own, with no ex-
ternal influences. He also said 
Farquer tried to talk him into fin-
ishing the season. 
   “But just looking at the situ-
ation, it looks to me like every-
body concerned would be better 
off, including myself, if I go 
ahead and do this thing,” said An-
derson, who said it wasn’t an 
easy call. “I struggled with that.” 
   Farquer struggled to compose 
himself Monday as he spoke 
about Anderson, for whom the 
1990 Billtown graduate played. 
   “It’s tough,” Farquer said. “I 

don’t know how to put it into 
words. He doesn’t throw words 
around. When he says something, 
he’s thought it through.  
   “You always know the time for 
everything is coming, but it’s 
tough when the time comes. All 
good things end, but the end 
never feels good. We’re ex-
tremely fortunate to have a guy 
like him around here for that 
length of time.” 
   A 1965 Williamsfield graduate 
and former all-America player at 
Western Illinois University, An-
derson became head coach in 
1979 at his high school alma 
mater. The co-op with Oneida-
based ROWVA began in 2015. 
   The pinnacle of Anderson’s 

coaching career might have been 
the 1996-97 Williamsfield team 
that reached the Class A Elite 
Eight and finished 28-3. Includ-
ing that one, Anderson-coached 
teams won five regional titles.  
   Motivation to win another 
championship this season follow-
ing a loss in February to Elm-
wood in a Class 1A regional final 
helped prompt Anderson to re-
turn, although during the off-sea-
son he pondered retirement. R-W 
returns most of its key players 
from 2022-23. 
   “I never recovered from losing 
that championship game in the 
regional last year,” Anderson said 
about a 35-33 defeat. “I carry it 
with me today. I said, ‘I can’t quit 

like this.’ I’ve got to give it 
another try, because I thought we 
had a ballclub that could get it 
done. And I think they can.” 
   If R-W does win a regional, it 
won’t be with Anderson on the 
bench. After he spent an emo-
tional weekend processing his 
decision, Anderson appeared at 
peace with it. He suggested it 
might be fate, considering how 
the team has played under Hart 
and assistant Jeff Hannam. 
   “Maybe this is telling me, ‘This 
is the time,’” Anderson said. “I’m 
ready now. I didn’t feel like I was 
doing my best job, and I always 
said if I don’t feel like I’m doing 
my best job, I’ve got to give it 
up.” 

Continued from Page 12
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Daum emerges to rally Rebels 
By NICK VLAHOS 

For The Prairie News 
   BRIMFIELD – Connor Daum picked a 
good time for his boys basketball coming-
out party. 
   The Stark County sophomore had 10 
points, including eight in the third quarter 
of a 64-57 victory Dec. 1 over Brimfield. 
Daum’s effort helped Stark County (4-2) 
survive a Brimfield comeback after the 
Rebels scored 12 in a row in the second 
quarter to erase a seven-point deficit. 
   Luke Rewerts (19 points overall) and 
Matthew Bowser (14) evenly split the 

scoring during that streak, after which 
Stark County did not trail.  
   “I thought we picked up the pace a little 
bit and sped the game up a little bit 
through that run … and we started shoot-
ing it well,” Stark County Coach Dusty 
Browning said. “I thought we weathered 
their storm.” 
   The Brimfield defense lost track of 6-
foot-2 Bowser and 6-3 Rewerts in the sec-
ond quarter and couldn’t recover fully, 
according to Brimfield Coach Scott Carl-
son. 
   “They answered everything we did de-

By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   WILLIAMSFIELD – 
The first game of Bob An-
derson’s 45th season as a 
high school boys basketball 
head coach in Williams-
field turned out to be his 
last. 
   Anderson has decided to 
retire, effective immedi-
ately, he told The Prairie 
News during an interview 
Monday. He informed Wil-
liamsfield School Superin-
tendent Tim Farquer late 
last week and planned to 
tell the ROWVA-Williams-
field players Monday after-

noon. 
  R-W assistant Ryan Hart 
will serve as interim coach 

for the rest of the season, 
according to Farquer. Hart, 
who teaches at Williams-
field, is Anderson’s stepson 
and is a former head coach 
at Galesburg.    The Cou-
gars were 5-2 heading into 
a home game Tuesday 
night against Brimfield.  
   Recent health issues, in-
cluding a bout with 
COVID-19, and their rami-
fications contributed to the 
76-year-old Anderson’s 
decision. Anderson said he 
began to feel ill the day 
after his team’s 74-44 sea-
son-opening victory Nov. 

Billtown Bob retires 
R-W Coach Anderson steps down after 45 season, 732 wins

Continued on Page 11
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ROWVA-Williamsfield Coach Bob 
Anderson retires with a 45-sea-
son record of 732-546.


	PN 12-8-23 Q22 1-4 web.pdf
	PN 12-8-23 Q22 5-8 web.pdf
	PN 12-8-23 Q22 9-12 web.pdf

