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Billtown fully plugged into e-bus era
By NICK VLAHOS 

For The Weekly Post 
  WILLIAMSFIELD – Plugging in 
an electric school bus for a recharge 
might not be much different than 
plugging in a cellphone, as Jeremy 
King is discovering. He just has to 
make sure he does it. 
   “Driving a diesel for so many 
years, you come in, you shut it off 
and you’re done for the day,” said a 
smiling King, a Williamsfield 
School District driver. “With these, 
you’ve got to remember there’s one 
more step – I’ve got to plug it in. 
I’ve been guilty of not plugging 

them in.” 
   With its progression to electric 
buses almost 100% complete, Wil-
liamsfield is more plugged in with 
the new technology than probably 
99% of its peers. 
   Electric buses 
have been operat-
ing on Williams-
field 
student-transpor-
tation routes for 
about a month, 
but their official launch was Dec. 8. 
U.S. Rep. Eric Sorensen joined dis-
trict and environmental leaders and 

others to celebrate something eight 
years in the making, based on a 
classroom project. 
   “I don’t know if anybody realizes 
it, but we’re living in the future. 
This is the future,” Sorensen, a 
Democrat from Moline, told about 
50 people in the Billtown bus barn. 
“Williamsfield, Illinois, is the 
model for what’s going to happen 
across the entire country? That’s 
huge.” 
   Among more than 13,000 school 
districts nationally, only 463 are 
using electric buses, according to 

Rate increase likely 
Elmwood may raise water rate 4.5%

By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Weekly Post 

   ELMWOOD – A second 
consecutive 4.5% annual 
increase in Elmwood water 
and sewer rates appears 
likely. 
   During a City Council 
meeting Dec. 5, Alderman 
Nathan Brunnelson sug-
gested city water and 
sewer expenses remained 
out of balance with reve-
nues, given the rising costs 
of chemicals and labor, 
among other things. 
   “Last year, inflation was 
high, but we tried to mini-
mize the rate increase,” 
said Brunnelson, who 
helps oversee city water 
and sewer operations. 
“We’re still not quite 
where we need to be. 
   “I’d like to stay at 4.5% 
for another year and help 
catch up with some of the 
negative cash flows we’ve 

had the past few months. 
Four-point-five percent, 
that’s a big number. But 
it’s still less than current 
inflation rates, or around 
current inflation rates.” 
   The new proposed 
monthly rate for use of 
1,000 gallons of water or 
less is $18.71, an increase 
from the current $17.90. 
Between 1,001 and 3,000 
gallons would rise from an 
additional $4.66 per thou-
sand to $4.87. From 3,001 
to 6,000 gallons would in-
crease from $4.42 per 
thousand to $4.62.  
   From 6,001 to 11,000 
gallons, the per-thousand 
rate would be $4.36, a 19-
cent increase. Between 
11,001 and 20,000 gallons 
would cost $3.61 per thou-
sand, up from $3.45.    
Above 20,000 gallons, the 
new per-thousand rate 

Continued on Page 2

CHRISTMAS TRADITION

By MOLLY RICHESON 
For The Weekly Post 

   TRIVOLI – In a big white church, 
in the middle of a tiny town, sits an 
even tinier village all ready for the 
Christmas season. Jo Ann Smith of 
Elmwood has spent the last 31 
years creating this little town one 
building and one citizen at a time, 
and it sits proudly on display in the 
Trivoli United Methodist Church.  
   Smith’s Christmas display all 
started with a miniature school-
house she saw at Aldi while shop-
ping 31 years ago. She immediately 
thought of her mother, who taught 
in a one-room schoolhouse in the 
1920s.  
   “She taught all eight grades, and 
she had to stoke the fire, give plays, 
go out and clean the outhouse, and 

do all those menial things like keep-
ing it clean and swept,” Smith said. 
“And she received about $33 per 
month.” 
   With that vivid memory of her 
mother, a tiny little schoolhouse and 
one $9 purchase, Smith’s passion to 
visualize her memories was born.  
   As your eyes travel across her 
much expanded Christmas town, Jo 
Ann shares the story of her life with 
you – and every experience shared 
is tied to a miniature on display.  
   Pause to admire tiny stables with 

their horses and you can hear a 
story about how Jo Ann’s family 
showed Tennessee walking horses 
or how her husband, Paul, showed 
the high-point horse of Illinois back 
in the 1960s.  
   A band performing in a gazebo 
brings back memories of Smith’s 
school band in Farmington, which 
always played in the gazebo. If you 
look closely, you’ll see a single 
drummer off a little to the side of 
the gazebo. Smith played the drums 

Jo Ann Smith of Elmwood has her collection of Christmas villages on display at Trivoli 
United Methodist Church. Photo by Molly Richeson.

Continued on Page 7 Continued on Page 9

Village of 
memories 

Smith’s final Xmas 
display at Trivoli UMC
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U.S. Rep. Eric Sorensen cuts a ribbon at the dedication of the Williams-
field  School District’s new electric-bus fleet. Also pictured are (left to 
right) Talan Hull, Lori Secrist, Gina Strom, Alexis Hosna, Susan Mudd, 
Tony Maietta, Tim Farquer, Sorensen, Tim Sprout and Jeremy Placher. 
Photo by Nick Vlahos.
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WILLIAMSFIELD: Total cost so far over $3 million
the World Research Insti-
tute, a global not-for-
profit organization.      
Fewer than 10 of about 
850 Illinois school dis-
tricts are using them. 
   Williamsfield still has 
one diesel-fueled bus – 
primarily for long, sports-
related trips. But it has six 
buses built by Lion Elec-
tric Co., a Canadian firm 
that has a manufacturing 
facility near Joliet.    
Another Lion bus is to be 
delivered this week, ac-
cording to Williamsfield 
Transportation Director 
Adam Doubet. 
   “There were a couple of 
bugs at first, but the last 
three weeks to a month, 
we haven’t had any trou-
ble,” he said. “Everything 

seems to be working good 
so far.” 
   Total cost so far, includ-
ing installation of charg-
ing equipment, has been 
$3,040,810, according to 
Williamsfield Superinten-
dent Tim Farquer. Most 
has been paid through 
federal grants, including 
those designed to promote 
electric-bus use. 
   At full strength, the Wil-
liamsfield electric fleet is 

to be eight buses. The dis-
trict is poised to save 
about $6,000 per bus an-
nually in fuel, Farquer 
said. In November, about 
$700 in per-bus fuel sav-
ings was achieved, a 93% 
overall decrease com-
pared to diesel. 
   The new buses have a 
range of about 120 miles, 
although terrain and 
weather can reduce that.    
Of the five routes Wil-

liamsfield operates each 
school day, the longest is 
about 40 miles. Farquer 
said most of the buses 
have about 80% of their 
charge remaining when 
they arrive back at school. 
   Excess energy from the 
batteries of idle buses will 
be available for offloading 
to help power the Wil-
liamsfield campus, among 
other uses, according to 
Farquer.  
   “We’ve turned our big 
yellow school buses from 
energy consumers to 
energy assets,” he said. 
   King said those assets 
handle well on the road 
and tend to be more pow-
erful than diesel buses 
when it comes to acceler-
ation. The new buses’ in-
terior aisles are wider.  
   The buses also are qui-
eter, so much so that King 
said he can hear the radio 
without turning the vol-
ume to 11. 
   But aside from aes-
thetics, King appears to 
believe the electric buses 
are a worthwhile invest-
ment. Even when not 
fully charged, perhaps.  
   “I think that it really is a 
benefit to not only the 
school but the commu-
nity,” King said. “I was a 
little skeptic at first, but 
honestly, I’m all aboard. I 
think it’s a good thing.”

Continued from Page 1 The console 
of one of Wil-
liamsfield’s 
electric buses 
includes a 
screen with 
details on 
how much 
charge is left 
in the vehicle. 
Photo by Nick 
Vlahos.
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THE WEEK AHEAD
This Week’s Hot Picks  

   • Free Movie – Elmwood Kiwanis offers free show-
ing of  “Happy Feet” on Dec. 16 at 2 p.m. at The Pal-
ace Theatre in Elmwood. Free small popcorn or soda. 
Santa will be in attendance at 1 p.m.  
   • Cookie Walk – Union Church in Brimfield, located 
at Galena and Clay streets, has a Cookie Walk on Dec. 
16 from 8:30-11 a.m.  
   • Santa Bounce – A Children’s Christmas Festival 
Santa Bounce will be held Dec. 16 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Farmington YMCA. Admission is a canned 
good or cash donation.

This Week’s Events   
   • Open House – Celebrate Pastor Tim Ca-
vallo’s retirement at an open house on 
Sunday, Dec. 17, 2-4 p.m. at Crossroads 
Assembly of God Church in Elmwood. 
   • Yoga – Yoga classes Thursdays, 6 
p.m. in Brimfield Library Activity 
Room. $4. Classes also on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. at 
Princeville’s Lillie M. Evans Library. 

 Future Events  
   • Harvest Home – Harvest Home Festival 
fundraiser dinner Dec. 21 at Yates City 
Community Center, 4:30-7 p.m. Country 

fried steak, mashed potatoes and gravy, 
vegetable, roll, dessert and drink. Cost $13. 
   • Meals on Wheels – Meals on Wheels 
delivered in Elmwood and Yates City 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. $5 
per meal. Call Gerri at (309) 742-3303 or 
251-7006. 
  • Food Pantry – Christ Alive Church in 
Kickapoo opens its food pantry the first 
and third Monday each month, 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 
   • Food Pantry – Free food boxes given 
out the last Friday each month at Elm-
wood United Methodist Church, 10-11 
a.m.  

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING! 
 •  Aluminum cans     • Shredder material  
 •  Unprepared Iron  • Copper 
 •  Prepared Iron • Copper Wire 

WE BUY SCRAP METAL!

Located on Illinois Route 78, 1.5 miles south of Canton  •  Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am - 4 p.m.  •  (309) 668-3217 • hitchcockscrapyard.com 
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   Driving in the dark through north-
ern Iowa last week, our senses were 
still under constant assault.  
   Most obvious on the landscape 
were blinking red lights for miles in 
all directions. 
Those flashing 
lights mark are in-
dicators of wind-
turbine fields that 
since 1983 have 
spread steadily 
across Iowa. 
   The lights are 
noteworthy, but 
not as intrusive as 
the smells. All the 
way across U.S. Route 20, our noses 
were buffeted by the scent of animals 
living in confined buildings: hogs, 
dairy cattle, chickens and turkeys, 
stinky all of them.  
   My youngest son was with me for 
the drive west to our annual Lampe 
pheasant hunt, some of which takes 
place on farmland that has been in 
the family well over 100 years. 
   Many stories are told of pheasant 
hunts of old and forays into the gold-
red prairies of fall and winter. But 
blinking lights and stinky hogs are 
not a part of those tales about the 
pastoral joys of farm country. 
   So it goes in an Iowa landscape 
that bares little resemblance to the 
one I once knew. Gone are so many 
of the old farmsteads. In their place, 

confinement buildings keep spread-
ing. A 2020 EPA study showed Iowa 
led the country in concentrated ani-
mal feeding operations with 3,896 
permitted CAFOs – 18 percent of all 
such facilities in the U.S. Iowa’s lead 
remains safe, as the total today is 
well over 4,000 such facilities. 
   Yes, I know: The pervasive stink of 
hogs is the smell of money. Many 
rural Iowans rely on CAFOs to keep 
farming operations running and to 
stay on the farm.  
   But allowing CAFOs comes with a 
cost, as the Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources outlined last month 
with a new cost-benefit analysis on 
CAFOs. Thanks to runoff waste from 
all those confined critters, also called 
nitrate pollution, the DNR report pre-
dicts Iowans will spend up to $333 
million on nitrogen removal in drink-
ing-water systems over the next five 
years. 
   Worse still, the Iowa Cancer Regis-
try’s 2023 report found that the state 
ranks second in the nation for overall 
cancer incidence, behind only Ken-
tucky. And Iowa is the only state 
where cancer rates are still increas-
ing.  
   Nitrate exposure is linked to some 
of those cancers, as well as to several 
other health problems ranging from 
asthma to birth defects. 
   Wind power is another Iowa claim 
to fame. The state ranks second only 

to Texas in the U.S. in terms of net 
generation of electricity from the 
wind. More impressive still is that 
the Hawkeye State ranks first in the 
country by deriving 62 percent of its 
electricity from windmills. 
   Criticism of wind power is less 
prevalent and focuses mostly on the 
impacts on aesthetics and property 
values caused by giant turbines and 
their flickering blades. 
   But wind power does share some-
thing very basic in common with 
CAFOs. The biggest support for 
huge energy-generating towers 
comes from people who do not have 
to live next to them. 
   What strikes me in Iowa is how 
much of the infrastructure investment 
comes from elsewhere. Industry gi-
ants in the meat-packing and energy 
markets are happy to use Iowa’s 
open space for the gain of corpora-
tions and investors who live thou-
sands of miles away.  
   Maybe that’s one reason Iowans, 
like Illinoisans, were not particularly 
eager to invite CO2 pipelines into 
their state.  
   Maybe, like me, they remember an 
Iowa where you saw more stars at 
night than flashing red lights and 
could drive through the countryside 
without wrinkling your nose every 
few miles. 
     Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040 
or jeff@wklypost.com  

Jeff 
LAMPE

Of windmills, CAFOs and the cost of progress
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GUEST VOICES

   The old maxim “The more things 
change, the more things stay the 
same” might ring true for some fac-
ets of our lives, but it’s not true for 
climate change. In fact, when it 
comes to our now fast-changing cli-
mate, the more things change, the 
more everything changes. 
   That’s especially true in agriculture, 
as almost every farmer and rancher – 
as well as every taxpayer and food 
buyer – knows. Moreover, we see it 
daily in global food and commodity 
markets. 
   But we haven’t seen the worst of it 
yet, according to two reports on the 
ag impacts of cli-
mate change. The 
first, by the 
Center for Strate-
gic & Interna-
tional Studies 
(CSIS), examines 
what U.S. farmers 
will experience in 
the coming gener-
ation. The second, 
by the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations, offers a 
global analysis. 
   Both studies are eye-opening and 
heart-stopping. 
   For example, the CSIS report opens 
with this jolt: “In 2021, agriculture 
and food-related industries contrib-
uted 5.4% of U.S. GDP and provided 
10.5% of U.S. employment. World-
wide, almost 45% of the population 
lives in households where agricul-
tural activities represent the primary 
source of employment.” 
   So, yes, “If agriculture can make 
global prosperity, it can also break 
it.” That’s especially so with the U.S. 
because it “is the largest exporter of 

agricultural commodities in the 
world: foreign markets absorb about 
one-fifth of U.S. agricultural produc-
tion.” 
   What makes the CSIS report so re-
vealing is its detailed look at how cli-
mate change will impact individual 
state crops. For example, it notes that 
all Iowa counties’ corn yields will 
likely drop 5% by 2030 and “over 
half of the (state’s per-county) yields 
will experience burdens of more than 
10%.” 
   The good news, it goes on to re-
port, is that Iowa’s “wheat yields are 
projected to see an increase of 17% 
in this time period as (wheat’s) grow-
ing range is expanded due to higher 
temperatures.” 
   Well, it’s good news if you have the 
machinery, skill, and local markets to 
bring wheat back into your genera-
tions-long crop rotation that’s in-
cluded little more than corn and 
soybeans since Grandpa plowed with 
the old Johnny popper. 
   The CSIS report takes similar looks 
at dairy, wheat, soybeans and corn 
and then examines how climate 
change will affect today’s conserva-
tion policies and Farm Bill legisla-
tion. That data reinforces the plain 
fact that almost no one on either the 
political or production side of Ameri-
can agriculture is preparing for the 
immense change farmers and eaters 
face with climate change. 
   A big share of that responsibility 
lies with Congress where “the current 
debate around the farm bill seems to 
be focused on redirecting climate-re-
lated funding” – ag’s portion of the 
green-as-spinach Inflation Reduction 
Act – “rather than enhancing it.” 
   There will be a future price to pay 

for that present short-sightedness. In 
fact, we’re already witnessing that 
growing cost, according to the FAO’s 
deep dive into the impact of weather 
disasters on global agriculture and 
“food security.” 
   The “increasing severity and 
frequency (of weather disasters), 
from 100 per year in the 1970s to 
around 400 events per year in the 
past 20 years, affect agrifood systems 
across multiple dimensions, compro-
mising food security and under-
mining the sustainability of the 
agriculture sector.” 
   That impact, “an average loss of 
USD ($)123 billion per year,” esti-
mates the FAO, hits everyone in the 
global food chain but its “highest rel-
ative losses (are) on lower- and 
lower-middle-income countries.” 
   War and crises “such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic” hammer both 
sides of the food equation – food 
growers “as well as input and output 
markets” that “result in negative ef-
fects on the wider agrifood system 
...” to bring more instability to an al-
ready wobbling international food 
market. 
   Both reports all but beg for imme-
diate international action to reduce 
climate risk while developing “more 
scalable farm-level” solutions to ad-
dress the looming food crisis. 
   What neither analyzes, however, is 
if anyone is listening. 
© 2023 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at farmand-
foodfile.com.

The more things change, the more they change

Alan 
GUEBERT
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   NOTE: Charges are merely an accusation. 
All suspects are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Police reports        
   • FARMINGTON – An em-
ployee of a Farmington laundromat-
bar admitted to stealing more than 
$500 in cash and goods from it. 
   The thefts attributed to Carrie A. 
Denniston, 50, of Gilson took place 
between Sept. 18 and Nov. 29 at 
Spin City Laundromat, 217 S. Main 
St., according to a Farmington Po-
lice Department report.  
   Security footage showed Dennis-
ton taking money from the cash 
register and inserting it into video-
gambling machines while she 
worked, Spin City owners reported. 
Video also revealed Denniston ab-
sconding with pizzas, toilet paper 
and air freshener, among other 
items. Total value was $522.37.  
   Denniston told police she has a 
problem and wants help, the report 
stated. She was charged with theft 
of more than $500 and is to appear 
Dec. 26 in Fulton County Circuit 
Court in Lewistown. 
   • YATES CITY – As of late last 
week, police were searching for 
suspects in two vehicle break-ins in 
Yates City. The incidents were re-
ported early Dec. 5 – one on North 
Kellogg Street, one on West Ames 
Street, according to Yates City Po-
lice Chief Randy Benson. Clothing 
items were among minor amounts 
of property taken. 
   An investigation was ongoing, 
Benson said. He reminded Yates 
City residents to lock their vehicles. 
   • YATES CITY – A Yates City 
woman declined medical attention 
after her vehicle slid off an ice-cov-
ered road and struck a utility pole 
south of her hometown. 
   Bobbi J. Clark, 18, was driving a 
southbound 2008 Toyota Tacoma 
shortly after 8 a.m. Dec. 5 in the 
400 block of Illinois Route 78, 
which was covered with black ice, 
per a Knox County Sheriff’s Office 
report. The Tacoma spun off the 
northbound lane, struck the pole 
and came to rest in a ditch. 
   The vehicle sustained minor dam-
age and was towed. 
   • ELMWOOD – An Elmwood 
woman was accused of battery after 
she and another woman exchanged 
punches outside a local residence. 
   The fight happened before 12:45 
a.m. Dec. 4 in the 300 block of N. 
Walnut St. According to a Peoria 
County Sheriff’s Office report, 24-
year-old Allyssa R. Cole drove to 
the residence and honked her ve-
hicle’s horn until the 33-year-old 
victim emerged. A verbal dispute 
regarding social media then turned 
physical. 
   Cole admitted hitting the woman 
but also said the woman hit her. 
Cole then fled in her vehicle. Both 
women declined medical attention. 

Cole received a notice to appear 
Jan. 17 in Peoria County Circuit 
Court. 
   • FARMINGTON – A Canton 
woman was accused of backing her 
vehicle into a utility pole, which re-
sulted in a power outage in Farm-
ington. 
   Cassandra M. Harper, 56, was im-
plicated in the incident, which hap-
pened about 9 p.m. Nov. 30 at 
Spoon River Home Health Services, 
48 N. East St. Harper said she could 
not see the pole as she was backing 
the 2015 Nissan Sentra. Parts of a 
transformer attached to the pole fell 
upon impact. 
   A witness said Harper was a 
Spoon River Home Health em-
ployee, a Farmington police report 
stated. Harper said a worker there 
told her she could leave after the ac-
cident and the company would han-
dle the situation. 
   The vehicle sustained damage to 
its left-rear taillight, parts of which 
were found near the utility pole. 
Part of the transformer was found 
on the vehicle. Harper was cited for 
leaving the scene of an accident 
with property damage. She is to ap-
pear Dec. 29 in Fulton County Cir-
cuit Court in Lewistown. 
   • KNOXVILLE – A Brimfield 
man backed a farm tractor-trailer 
into a vehicle stopped behind it on a 
road east of Knoxville, according to 
authorities. 
   Myles G. Spring, 20, was piloting 
a Case FE tractor at 3 p.m. Nov. 30 
on northbound Steakhouse Road at 
U.S. Route 150 when he backed to 
make room in the intersection for a 
turning vehicle. His trailer hit the 
front of a 2023 Toyota RAV4 driven 
by Marcia A. Heitz, 68, of Cuba. 
She had one passenger, a Cuba 
man. 
   The front bumper, grille and hood 
of the RAV4 were damaged, and it 
was towed, a Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office report stated. Spring 
was able to drive away the tractor.    
No injuries were reported.  
   • EAST GALESBURG – A Da-
hinda woman blamed a panic attack 
for a single-vehicle accident in East 
Galesburg. Randi J. Johnson, 37, 
was driving a westbound 2021 
Honda CR-V shortly after 8 a.m. 
Nov. 28 in the 600 block of W. 
Main St. when the vehicle left the 
roadway to the south and struck a 
tree, according to a Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office report.  
   Johnson refused medical treat-
ment. Her vehicle sustained dis-
abling front-end damage and was 
towed. 
   • FARMINGTON – A Farming-
ton man admitted to breaking a 
window and bending an awning at 
his former girlfriend’s residence. 
   Trent L. Johnson, 24, said he vis-
ited the residence in the 300 block 
of S. Ciardi St. about 11:30 p.m. 
Nov. 23 and became upset when he 

saw the 21-year-old victim there 
with a man, a Farmington police re-
port stated. Johnson said he didn’t 
intend to break the window when 
he knocked on it. 
   Damage was estimated at $480. 
Johnson was accused of disorderly 
conduct and criminal damage to 
property. He was scheduled to ap-
pear earlier this week in Fulton 
County Circuit Court in Lewistown. 
   • WILLIAMSFIELD – Jermaine 
Davis, 50, of Silvis was arrested on 
an outstanding Knox County war-
rant about 8 p.m. Nov. 19 following 
a traffic stop on westbound Inter-
state 74 south of Williamsfield. The 
rear registration lamp wasn’t illumi-
nated on the vehicle Davis was 
driving, a 2012 silver Chevrolet.    
Davis was wanted for failure to ap-
pear in court regarding a traffic of-
fense in a construction zone, 
according to a Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office report. He was trans-
ported to the Knox County Jail.  
   • PRINCEVILLE – Shortly be-
fore 11:30 a.m. Dec. 3, Zachary J.    
Bischler of Chillicothe was driving 
a 2012 Toyota Camry east on Le-
gion Hall Road about one-quarter 
mile west of Mendenhall Road 
south of Princeville when the ve-
hicle struck a deer. Bischler was un-
injured, according to a Peoria 
County Sheriff's Office report. The 
vehicle sustained front-end damage 
and was towed. A deputy dis-
patched the deer. 
   • EDELSTEIN – Krystopher R. 
Williams, 32, of Edelstein was ar-
rested about 9:15 p.m. Dec. 4 and 
accused of aggravated assault/use 
of a deadly weapon, according to 
the Peoria County Sheriff’s Office. 
   • ELMWOOD – Chief Aaron 
Bean reported the following Elm-
wood Police Department activity 
for November: four stops, four 
warnings, 13 reports. 
   • WILLIAMSFIELD – Chief 
James Robertson reported the fol-
lowing Williamsfield Police Depart-
ment activity for November: one 
sex-offender verification and one 
threats complaint. 
   • GALESBURG – These were 
among calls to which the Knox 
County Sheriff's Office responded 
between Nov. 26-Dec. 2: prowler, 
Oak Run; attempt to locate, Wil-
liamsfield; barking dog, Douglas; 
burglary, Dahinda; domestic distur-
bance, Oak Run. 

Marriage licenses 
   • Ashten Leigh Coen and John 
Oliver Bohna, both of Farmington. 
   • McKayla Lynn Martin and Mark 
Ansel Deckard II, both of Prince-
ville.

PUBLIC RECORD
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in school and that is incor-
porated into the village in 
several other places as 
well. 
   Her tiny car is parked 
next to the Barn Dance,  
where she and her hus-
band would square dance. 
There’s a tiny version of 
Smith and her husband 
leaving one of the three 
churches in the village in 
wedding clothes in honor 
of their Dec. 22 wedding. 
Her husband also stands in 
uniform near the train 
after coming home from 
the Navy.  
   In some of Jo Ann’s 
stories, the train is also the 
one that took her to Cali-
fornia to visit her husband 
while he was stationed 
there. You can see Paul 
driving a John Deere that 
he loved to use to mow 
the grass and Jo Ann’s 
mother standing outside 
the schoolhouse with an 
apple in her hand, the out-
house she was responsible 
for cleaning nearby.  
   Her late father Gerald’s 
business, a gas station and 
Chevrolet dealership that 
operated in Trivoli, is still 
serving its customers in 
this stationary memory, 
cars driving away down 
the streets of her village. 
She even modified the 
name of the little dealer-
ship building to “Huff-
man’s Sales and Service” 
in honor of her father.  
   A mother of five chil-
dren, Smith’s three sons 
and two daughters can all 
be found in the village if 
you know where to look. 
One son’s log home is 
there, the wood he is al-
ways cutting and splitting 
neatly stacked nearby.     
   Another son’s semi truck 
is driving away from the 
gas station. Her remaining 
son spends his time in the 
fire station, just like his 
real-life counterpart who 
volunteers in Trivoli and 
won awards as a fireman 
in Canton.  
   Her daughters? Well, 

they are both in the hospi-
tal taking care of patients, 
just like in reality.  
   “It just has such mean-
ing to your heart,” Jo Ann 
says. “And my children 
have become connected 
with it through the years, 
and they know how much 
it means to me.” 
   You can figure out some 
of Smith’s favorite 
hobbies too, if you pay at-
tention. There’s a movie 
theater where she and her 
husband would go watch 
Westerns as well as the 
flagpole just outside the 
high school where they 
would meet after school. 
Her favorite places to 
shop are represented by 
the bookstore, the cobbler 
and the tiny old-fashioned 
Walmart.  
   “I take mega pictures. I 
mean, I’m a crazy person 
about pictures. I’m pic-
ture-poor,” she laughs as 
she points to the camera 
shop with tiny paintings 
actually displayed inside 
the little shop window.        
   A bakery represents her 
short career as a cake dec-
orator at a grocery store as 
well as the dozens of 
cakes she has decorated 
for her children and 
grandchildren. Most im-
portantly to Jo Ann, there 
are churches and nativity 
scenes.  
   “Church life has been 
very important all my life. 

I’ve never not attended 
church. Churches are very 
important to me, so it’s a 
good thing my village has 
three of them,” she said. 
   The hospital has a sec-
ond extra-special story be-
hind it, though. Jo Ann 
had been searching for a 
reasonably priced minia-
ture hospital for about 10 
years. She found a few 
that ranged up to $1,000, 
but she was not looking to 
spend that kind of money.  
   Then, husband Paul 
passed away in January 
2007 and she did not have 
the heart to put her village 
out that year.  
   The next year, in Oc-
tober, Jo Ann was shop-
ping at Menards and, in 
her own words, “Lo and 
behold, there was a beauti-
ful village hospital, and to 
top it all off, it was named 
the Smith Memorial Hos-
pital. I believe and always 
will that God and my hus-
band, Paul, sent me that 
village hospital to finish 
my village.”  
   The hospital became the 
final piece in her town of 
memories. 
   Jo Ann said this is the 
last year she will display 
her Christmas villages. At 
88 years old and with 15 
tote boxes comprising the 
collection, she said it is 
becoming too difficult to 
put together and take apart 
each year. But don’t 
worry, the village will be 
well taken care of.  
   “I will happily give each 
piece to one of my five 
children, 10 grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchil-
dren,” she said. 
   If you, too, would like to 
see Jo Ann’s villages, she 
will be displaying them at 
Trivoli United Methodist 
Church Dec. 22-23 and 
Dec. 29-30 from 3-5 p.m. 
She does hope you will 
come join her.      
   “I guess because you 
love it so much you want 
to share it,” she said. “And 
that’s what I’m doing.”

VILLAGES: Final year for display
Continued from Page 1

Jo Ann Smith poses with a por-
tion of her Christmas villages at 
Trivoli United Methodist Church. 
Photo by Molly Richeson.
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By RON DIETER 
For The Weekly Post 

   Seeing all the fresh Christmas trees 
offered for sale at big-box stores and 
other retailers, you might think that 
nearly every home enjoys a real tree 
at Christmastime. But you’d be dead 
wrong. In fact, close to 80% of 
Christmas trees displayed in U.S. 
homes are fake, mere polyvinyl im-
postors. 
   To be sure, artificial trees have 
come a long way since they first ap-
peared in the 1800s in Germany. 
Those trees were obviously fake, 
being made out of wood and 
feathers. It took more than 150 years 
for artificial trees to get prettied up 
enough that folks would display one 
in plain sight. 
   In the 1950s Americans developed 
an appetite for shiny aluminum trees. 
My grandmother bought one of those 
monstrosities and proudly displayed 
it in the picture window of her living 
room for all the world to see, much 
to the dismay of her children and 
grandchildren.  
   To make matters worse, she illumi-
nated the tree using a floodlight 
aimed through a rotating color wheel 
so that the shiny tree slowly changed 
colors from red to blue to yellow to 
green. In a futile attempt to make the 
tree more palatable to the family, she 
had it flocked, coating the aluminum 
needles with fluffy white artificial 
snow. It was a slight improvement.  
   For ornamentation, she hung a cou-
ple dozen red satin apples from the 
branches, each the size of a baseball. 
By the way, those color wheels are 

on sale right now at Kohl’s for 
$67.99. 
   During the arboreal aluminum 
craze, a struggling American Brush 
Company in New York decided to 
make artificial trees using green plas-
tic bristles to simulate conifer 
needles. As the aluminum-tree craze 
mercifully died down, the brush 
company’s trees began to take hold. 
   While those first trees looked more 
like toilet brush displays than ever-
green trees, today’s artificial trees are 
pretty convincing. You have to get up 
close to know for sure. If they have a 
fault, it’s that they look too perfect. 
Search Amazon and you’ll see what I 
mean. Their pyramidal shape is too 
pyramidal. 
   Artificial trees take the hassle out 
of Christmas, their purveyors tell us. 
No scrambling to the tree farm, 
traipsing around to find just the right 
tree, tying it to the car, getting it into 
the stand, keeping it watered, sweep-
ing up needles and disposing of the 
thing.  
   Instead, just take the fake tree out 
of the box and set it up, simple as 
that. There’s even a contraption 
called a Flip Tree that almost sets it-
self up. Only $1,500, lights included. 
   I look at it another way. I’ve al-
ways enjoyed the pleasure and ex-
citement of a family activity on a 
bright chilly day, the thrill of the hunt 
for the perfect tree, the smell of fresh 
evergreens and the making of mem-
ories. I’m a traditionalist and I’m not 
alone, judging by the crowded park-
ing lot at the tree farm near me. 
   According to a survey by the 

Christmas Tree Promotion Board, 
folks who purchase a real tree place a 
higher value on Christmas traditions 
when compared to the buyers of arti-
ficial trees. Participants said the ex-
pedition to get a real Christmas tree 
was one of their favorite holiday tra-
ditions while they were growing up 
and one they enjoy sharing with their 
children. 
   The Nature Conservancy tells us 
real Christmas trees are better for the 
environment than their artificial 
counterparts. Christmas trees se-
quester carbon as they grow, keeping 
it out of the atmosphere. Christmas-
tree farmers plant as many as three 
seedlings for every tree harvested, 
further increasing carbon capture.     
   Most folks recycle their trees, 
either through a community recy-
cling program or by using them in 
their backyards as mulch, another en-
vironmental benefit.  
   On the other hand, artificial trees 
are not recyclable or biodegradable 
and eventually end up in a landfill. 
There they remain entombed for cen-
turies. Consider also that most artifi-
cial trees are made in China and 
shipped to the U.S. and elsewhere, 
resulting in even more carbon emis-
sions. 
   When you buy a real Christmas 
tree at a local tree farm, you’re not 
just enjoying a happy experience 
with your family. You’re also provid-
ing vital support to your local com-
munity.

About 20% of U.S. Christmas trees are real
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BRIEFS
IHSFCA names Hollis 
to 2024 hall of fame 
   ELMWOOD – Elmwood-Brim-
field football coach Todd Hollis has 
been named to the 2024 Illinois High 
School Football Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame class. 
   Hollis will be honored with fellow 
inductees on March 23 at the I Hotel 
and Illinois Conference Center in 
Champaign. 
   Hollis has a record of 150-94 in 25 
seasons as head coach for E-B. 
   • In other football news, Farming-
ton linebacker Jack Wheelwright 
will play in the 2024 Shrine Bowl 
all-star game on June 15 at Illinois 
Wesleyan University.  

College graduate 
  • Anthony Le of Hanna City has 
earned a master of science in com-
puter science from the Georgia In-

stitute of Technology in Atlanta. 

Elmwood student wins 
VFW speech event 
   ELMWOOD – Riley Malone of 
Elmwood was the winner in the Dis-
trict #9 competition for the annual 
VFW Voice of Democracy contest. 
Malone will now advance to the Illi-
nois finals for the annual audio-essay 
contest. 
   Other Elmwood students compet-
ing at the district competition were 
Killian Madeley and Lauren Feller. 

Firearm deer hunters 
shot 76,232 deer 
   SPRINGFIELD – Hunters in Illi-
nois shot a preliminary total of 
76,232 deer during the seven-day Illi-
nois firearm deer season that con-
cluded Dec. 3. Comparatively, 
hunters harvested 76,854 deer during 

the 2022 firearm season. 
   Preliminary harvest for second fire-
arm season was 22,884, compared 
with 24,500 deer harvested in 2022. 
   Preliminary harvest for the first 
firearm season was 53,348 deer.  
   Randolph County led Illinois with 
a 2,174 deer shot during firearm sea-
son. Hunters in Fulton County shot 
1,296 first season, 529 second season 
and 1,825 total. Other local county 
totals were: Henry 321-138 – 459; 
Knox 821-357 – 1,178; Peoria 581-
267 – 848 and Stark 150-45 – 195. 
   Remaining deer hunting opportuni-
ties in Illinois include: 
   • Late-winter antlerless-only and 
chronic wasting disease season, in 
designated counties only, Dec. 28-31 
and Jan. 12-14. Fulton and Knox 
counties are open to the late-winter 
firearm deer season. 
   • Archery hunting through Jan. 14. 

• Residential/Commercial • Custom Built Homes
• Renovations/Additions • Roofing/Garages
• Retaining Walls & Fencing • Decks/Pavilions
• Light Excavation & Final Grading

General Contractor • Commercial/Residential

Bob Koelling-Owner
BlackhawkBMCconstruction@yahoo.com

Blackhawk-BMC.com

LLC

309-208-3469

ELMWOOD: City levy will increase by $14,966
would be 10 cents higher than the 
current $2.22. 
   The new sewer basic monthly rate 
would rise from $15.87 to $16.59 up 
to 1,000 gallons of water used. The 
new fee for each 1,000 gallons bey-
ond that would be $3.04, up from 
$2.91. 
   Water and sewer hikes typically 
were around 3% annually in recent 
years until this one, Brunnelson said 
when the 2023 increase was ap-
proved. New rates for 2024 would 
take effect Feb. 15 if the council ap-
proves. A decision is possible Jan. 4. 

   Among items the council approved 
last week were the property-tax levy 
for the fiscal year that began July 1. 
As was proposed last month, the final 
levy is $315,700, an increase of 
$14,966. That’s $72 short of an in-
crease that would trigger a state-re-
quired Truth in Taxation hearing. 
   The new tax rate is 1.165%, a de-
crease from 1.19% the previous year. 
That’s attributable to about a $2 mil-
lion increase in property valuation.  
   “Even though the rate’s lower, 
you’re still going to be paying more 
tax,” City Attorney Bob Potts said. 
   A vote was anticipated Nov. 21, 

but it required affirmation from at 
least three-fourths of the six council 
members. Mayer JD Hulslander and 
Aldermen Walt Avery and Adam 
Duvall were absent from that meet-
ing. Duvall was absent again last 
week. 
   The council also authorized about 
$149,000 in state motor-fuel-tax 
money for fog-coating and sealcoat-
ing. Parts of Lakeview Avenue and 
Ash, Harrison, Lynn, Magnolia, 
Main, Poplar and Rose streets are to 
be included. Hulslander said road 
work probably will take place some-
time in the summer.

Continued from Page 1
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

Ralph W. Bacher 
   ELMWOOD – Ralph W. Bacher, 
91, of Elmwood, a lifetime resident, 
passed away on Tuesday, Dec. 5, 
2023, at Red Oak Estates in Canton. 
He was born Aug. 12, 1932, in Elm-
wood, to Ralph and Vivian 
(Masters) Bacher. They both have 
preceded him in death.  
   Ralph is survived by three chil-
dren, William (Michele) Bacher of 
Minnesota, Kevin (Barbara) Jag-
gard of Cass Lake, Minn., and Peg 
(the late Tom) Evans of Elmwood; 
one sister, Vivian “Joan” (the late 
Francis) Barton; and many grand-
children, great-grandchildren; and 
great-great-grandchildren. 
   Ralph served in the Army during 
the Korean War from 1952-54. 
Then he farmed and worked at 
Shissler’s Seed Company. He also 
was a laborer at Gates Rubber 
Company in Galesburg, where he 
retired from after 25 years.  
   Cremation rites have been ac-
corded. A graveside service with 
military rites will be held at 11 a.m., 
on Friday, Dec. 15, 2023, at Elm-
wood Township Cemetery. 
   In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made to B.Y.E. Ambulance. 
   To leave online condolences, 
please visit www.oakshinesfuneral-
home.com. 
   Oaks-Hines Funeral Home and 
Crematory in Elmwood is in charge 
of arrangements.  

James L. Forney 
   BRIMFIELD – James L. Forney, 
86, of Brimfield, passed away at 
8:45 a.m. Monday, Dec. 11, 2023, 
at his home.  
   James was born on July 17, 1937, 
in Peoria to parents Maynard and 
Gayle (McKown) Forney. He mar-
ried Evelyn Fae Broadfield on Sept. 

25, 1959. She recently preceded 
him in death on Sept. 23, 2023. 
   Surviving are two daughters, 
Jamma Brannan of Kickapoo and 
Jerri (Dennis) Rhoads of Sheridan; 
one son, Jeffrey 
(Lily) Forney of 
Chandler, Ariz.; 
seven grandchil-
dren; and eight 
great-grandchil-
dren.  
   He was also 
preceded in death 
by his parents; 
granddaughter, 
Lauren Forney; and two brothers, 
Kenneth and Clif Forney. 
   James was a pipefitter for the 
former CILCO, gas service divi-
sion, retiring after 35 years of serv-
ice in 1992. He enjoyed showing 
Hampshire sheep at various fairs 
over the years. In retirement he and 
Evelyn loved to travel to Florida, 
participating in many flea markets 
during their time down south.  
   There will be no public services 
and memorial contributions may be 
made to BYE Ambulance Service 
or the Alzheimer’s Association. 
Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Princeville is assisting the 
family. Condolences may be left on 
his tribute wall at www.haskellfun-
eral.com. 

Joyce M. Hevland 
   DUNLAP – Joyce M. Hevland, 
75, of Dunlap, passed away on Fri-
day, Dec. 8, 2023, at her home. 
   Joyce was born on July 9, 1948, 
in Galesburg, Ill., to Gale C. and 
Gladys M. (Morgan) Weir. She mar-
ried Paul W. Hevland on Feb. 17, 
1968, in Yates City, Ill. He preceded 
her in death on December 10, 2018.   
   Also preceding her in death were 
her parents; her brother, Dale Weir; 

and her infant sister, Janice Weir. 
   Surviving are her son, Paul C. 
Hevland of Galesburg; her daughter 
Kristina (Joe) Elias of Dunlap; six 
grandchildren; six great-grandchil-
dren; her sister, 
Karen (Duane) 
Siegel of Mis-
souri; and her 
nieces and 
nephews. 
   Joyce was an 
avid reader and 
she loved spend-
ing time with her 
family, especially her grandbabies. 
   Cremation rites will be accorded 
and a celebration of life will be held 
on Saturday, Dec. 16, 2023, from 1-
4 p.m. at her home, 310 Copperfield 
Drive in Dunlap.   
   Memorials in her name may be 
made to OSF Home Healthcare 
Services. Arrangements are under 
the care of Weber-Hurd Funeral 
Home in Chillicothe. 

Benjamin P. Johnson 
   PEORIA – Benjamin P. Johnson, 
37, of Peoria, a 2005 Elmwood 
High School graduate, passed away 
at 6:51 a.m. on Dec. 6, 2023. He 
was born Nov. 4, 1986, in Peoria to 
Phil and Cathy 
(Novotny) 
Johnson.  
   He is survived 
by his parents; 
two sisters, Jes-
sica (Brady) 
Sammis and Ka-
trina (Nick) 
Craven; one 
brother, Bobby 
Johnson; and five nieces, Elyse, 
Anika and Vera Craven, LucyAna 
and Ophelea Sammis. 
   Benjamin worked as a paraprofes-
sional. He was a huge sports fan. 

OBITUARIES

Donna Brewer Local Representative (309) 742-4661

11 month1  13 month1 
4.30APY2 4.80APY2 

Forney Hevland

Johnson

 ADVERTISE!  Call (309) 741-9790
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OBITUARIES

BRIMFIELD 
Baptist Church of Brimfield 

Pastor Doug Seeley 
321 S. Jefferson St. Brimfield 

(309) 678-2208 
Sun. School: 9:30 a.m. 

Sun. Worship: 10:40 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study: 7 p.m. 

St. Joseph 
Catholic Church 

Father John Verrier 
314 W. Clay Brimfield 

(309) 446-3275 
stjosephbrimfield.org 

Sat. Confession: 3:30-4:45 pm 
Sat. Mass: 5 p.m. 

Sun. Mass: 10:30 a.m. (10 a.m. 
in the summer) 

Daily Mass: Tues.-Fri. 8 a.m. 
St. Paul’s. Lutheran Church 

The Lutheran Church -. Missouri 
Synod 

“Preaching Christ Crucified” 
“Liturgical & Reverential” 
204 W. Clay St. Brimfield 

(309) 446-3233 
Sun. Divine Service: 11:30 a.m. 

Brimfield E-Free Church 
Pastor Donald Blasing 

11724 Maher Road 
Brimfield IL 61517 

(309) 446-3571 
brimfieldefree.org 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. 

AWANA: Wed. 6:15 p.m. ages 3-12 
Brimfield United 
Methodist Church 

Reverend James Pernell Sr. 
135 S. Galena St. Brimfield 

(662) 394-5880 
Sun. Worship: 8:30 a.m. 
Sun. School: 8:30 a.m. 

Union Church at Brimfield 
United Church of Christ 
Pastor Stephen Barch 

105 W. Clay Street Brimfield 
(309) 446-3811 

brimfieldunionchurch.org 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Tuesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm 
• First Sunday each month is 
Communion Sunday (gluten-

free communion offered) 
• Grief & Loss Group meets 

Tuesday afternoons 3-4:30 p.m. 
until further notice. 

DAHINDA 
Dahinda United Methodist 

Church 
Pastor Zoila Marty 

1739 Victoria St. P.O. Box 14 
Dahinda IL 61428 

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School during worship 

service 
Church: (309) 639-2768  . Pas-

tor’s Office: (309) 639-2389 
Email: williamsfielddahin-

daumc@yahoo.com 
DOUGLAS 

Douglas United Methodist 
Church 

Pastor Kristine McMillan 
484 3rd St. 

Yates City IL 61572 

(NOTE: Church is in Douglas) 
Sunday Worship: 8 a.m. 

(Maquon worship: 11 a.m.) 
Facebook Live is 11 a.m. at 
Maquon UM Church page 

EDWARDS 
Bethany Baptist Church 

7422 N. Heinz Ln. Edwards 
(309) 692-1755 

bethanycentral.org 
Sun. Worship: 9 & 10:30 a.m. 

In person and livestream 
(Coffee pastries 8:30-10:30 am) 
Wed: 6:15 pm AWANA & youth 

group 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
Father James Pankiewicz 

9910 W. Knox St. Edwards 
(309) 691-2030 

stmaryskickapoo.org 
Sat. Confession: 3-3:45 p.m. 

Sat. Mass: 4 p.m. 
Sun. Masses: 7 & 11:00 a.m. 

Daily Masses (Mon. Wed. 
Thurs. Fri.): 8 a.m. 

ELMWOOD 
Crossroads Assembly of God 

Pastor Tim Cavallo 
615 E. Ash St. Elmwood 

(309) 830-4259 
crossroadselmwood.org 
Wed. Worship: 7 p.m. 

Sun. Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Elmwood Baptist Church 
Pastor Bill Cole 

701 W. Dearborn St. Elmwood 
(309) 742-7631 642-3278 

Sun Worship: 10:00 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. 

Wed. Prayer Meeting: 7 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church 

of Elmwood 
Reverend Marla B. Bauler 

201 W. Evergreen Elmwood 
(309) 742-2631 

firstpresbyterianofelmwood.org 
Sun. Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Sun. School: 9:30 a.m. 
St. Patrick’s 

Catholic Church 
Father James Pankiewicz 
802 W. Main St. Elmwood 

(309) 742-4921 
Sat. Mass: 5:30 p.m. 
Sun. Mass: 9 a.m. 
Tues. Mass: 8 a.m. 

Tues. Confession: After mass.  
United Methodist Church 

 of Elmwood 
Pastor James Pernell Sr. 

821 W. Main St. Elmwood 
(309) 742-7221 

elmwoodumc.org 
Sat. Worship: 5 p.m. 

Sun. Worship: 10 a.m. 
Youth Sun. School: 9 a.m. 
Adult Sun. School: 8 a.m. 

FARMINGTON 
Farmington Bible Church 

Pastor Tony Severine 
497 N. Elmwood Rd. 

Farmington 
(309) 245-9870 

Sunday School: 9:30 
Worship Service: 10:30 

Farmington Methodist Church 
Pastor Rick Atchley 
187 W. Fulton St. 

Farmington 
(309) 245-4310 

farmingtonmethodist61531@ 
gmail.com 

Sunday School 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
First Presbyterian Church 

of Farmington 
Pastor Cindy Bean 

83 N. Cone Street Farmington 
(309) 245-2914 

firstpresfarmington.com 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 

Worship: 10:30 a.m. 
Live on Facebook also 
Fellowship: 11:30 a.m. 
New Hope Fellowship 

Assembly of God 
Pastor Tom Wright 

1102 N. Illinois Route 78 
Farmington 

(309) 231-8076 
Sun. Worship: 10 a.m. 
Wed. Worship: 7 p.m. 

PRINCEVILLE 
Princeville United. Methodist 

Church 
Pastor David Pyell 

420 E. Woertz Princeville 
(309) 385-4487 

princevilleumc@mediacombb.net 
Sun. Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
St. Mary of the Woods 

Catholic Church 
Father Corey Krengiel 

119 Saint Mary St. Princeville 
(309) 385-2578 

Sat. Confession: 3-3:45 p.m. 
Sat. Mass: 4 p.m. 

Sun. Confession: 8-8:45 a.m. 
Sun. Mass: 9 a.m. 

Tues. Thurs. Sat. daily Mass: 8 
a.m. 

TRIVOLI 
Brunswick Community Church 
4027 S. Stone School Rd Trivoli 

Pastor Terry England 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Worship: 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday Evening: 6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Prayer Meeting: 7:00 p.m. 
(309) 403-4626 

WILLIAMSFIELD 
St. James 

Catholic Church 
Father John Verrier 

Legion Road Knox Road 1450 N 
Williamsfield 

(309) 446-3275 
stjameswilliamsfield.org 

Sun. Confession: 7:30-8 a.m. 
Sun. Mass: 8 am (8:30 a.m. in 

the summer) 
Williamsfield United 

Methodist Church 
Pastor Zoila Marty 

430 N. Chicago Ave. 
Williamsfield 

(309) 639-2389 
Sun. School: during worship 
Hospitality (coffee & finger 

foods): 10:30 a.m. 
Sun. Worship: 11 a.m. 

YATES CITY 
Faith United Presbyterian 

Church 
Reverend Marla B. Bauler 

107 W. Bishop St. Yates City 
(309) 358-1170 
Worship: 9 a.m. 

Sun. School: 10:15 a.m. 
Thurs. Choir: 7 p.m    .

BIBLE TRIVIA 
By Wilson Casey 

1. Is the book of Bethlehem (KJV) in the Old 
or New Testament or neither? 
2. Where did the angel Gabriel appear to 
Mary saying, "Blessed art thou among 
women"? Nazareth, Tyre, Ninevah, Gazi 
3. With perhaps two different biblical 
answers, who was the father of Joseph? 
Jacob/Heli, Gideon/Ishmael, 
Solomon/Nahum, Samuel/Pilate 
4. Which Old Testament prophet predicted 

Jesus would be born in Bethlehem? Amos, 
Obadiah, Micah, Nahum 
5. For the journey to Bethlehem, how did 
Mary and Joseph travel? Bible not specific, 
Cart, Rode donkey, Small raft  
6. Which of these wasn't a gift from the wise 
men (Magi)? Silver, Myrrh, Gold, 
Frankincense 
 ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Nazareth, 3) 
Jacob/Heli (Matthew 1:16, Luke 3:23), 4) 
Micah, 5) Bible not specific, 6) Silver 
(c) 2023 King Features Synd. Inc.

AREA CHURCHES

Peoria Co. plat books on sale 
   PEORIA – The Peoria 
County Farm Bureau is 
selling a new 2024 Peoria 
County Plat Book. 
   The soft-covered color 
plat book is 8½ inches by 
11 inches, is spiral bound 
and has 124 pages. 
   The book details names 
of landowners and amount 
of acreage owned in each 
of the 19 townships en-
compassing Peoria County. 
The last plat book spon-
sored by the Peoria County 
Farm Bureau was in 2018.     

   Cost is $25 for Farm Bu-
reau members and $35 for 
non-members.  
   A unique addition to this 
book are vintage 1923 plat 
maps of the 19 townships 
that illustrate the names of 
landowners of 100 years 
ago. 
   Plat books are sold at the 
farm bureau building lo-
cated at 1716 N. University 
St. in Peoria.  
   Office hours are 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

He was an avid Boston Red Sox, 
New England Patriots, Boston 
Bruins and Boston Celtics fan. He 
enjoyed playing football at Elm-
wood High School, along with 
baseball and hockey in high school 
and as an adult.  
   He was also a huge Led Zeppelin 
and Pink Floyd fan. In addition, Ben 
was a huge history buff, and loved to 
chat with his dad about all things his-
tory. He loved watching Adam Sand-
ler and Kevin James movies, in 
which he memorized most of the 
lines. Benjamin was very protective 
of his family and friends. He was 
fiercely loyal in all respects to his 
teammates. He loved helping people. 
He really loved his nieces and his 
dogs. 
   Private services were held to cele-

brate Benjamin’s life. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials may be made to 
the Epilepsy Advocacy Network. 
   To view Benjamin’s DVD or to 
leave an online condolence, you 
may go to www.sedgwickfuneral-
homes.com. 

Gerald L. Fabish 
   EDWARDS – Gerald Leon “Jerry” 
Fabish, 71, of Edwards, passed away 
on Dec. 5, 2023, at his home. He was 
born on March 22, 1952, in Peoria, a 
son of Edmund Fabish and Irene L. 
(Jackson) Fabish. Jerry married Beth 
Ann Koehl on Aug. 18, 1973, in Ed-
wards. She survives. 
   He is also survived by 10 children, 
Rachel (Nick) Hausam of Washing-
ton, Joshua (Erin) Fabish of Orlando, 
Fla., Elizabeth (Rey) Sanchez of San 
Antonio, Jacob (Hannah) Fabish of 

Louisville, Ky., Benjamin (Rachel) 
Fabish of Louisville, Ky., Jesse 
(Samm) Fabish of Phoenix, Abigail 
Fabish of Peoria, George (Lyla) Fa-
bish of Shelbyville, Daniel (Alexis) 
Fabish of Phoenix, and Michael 
(Olivia) Fabish of Mesa, Ariz.; 20 
grandchildren; one brother, Charles 
(Pam) Fabish of Edwards; one sister, 
Patty Chockley of Lewistown; and 
one sister-in-law, Ann Fabish of Fair-
view. 
   A private service will take place at 
Apostolic Christian Church Ceme-
tery in Edwards. Jerry’s memorial 
visitation will be from 1-4 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 16 at Davison-Ful-
ton-Woolsey-Wilton Funeral Home 
in Peoria. 
   Condolences can be left online at 
www.Woolsey-Wilton.com. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION, 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
WESLEY KING; BRITTNEY KING; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
DEFENDANTS. 
NO. 23 FC 0000071 
1612 NORTH KNOLLWOOD COURT 
PEORIA, IL 61604 

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered by 
the Court in the above entitled 
cause on September 20, 2023, 
Sheriff of Peoria County will on 
01/08/2024, in ROOM 203 OF THE 
COURTHOUSE, 324 MAIN STREET, 
PEORIA, IL 61602, at 8:30 AM, sell 
at public auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and sin-
gular, the following described real 
estate mentioned in said Judgment, 
situated in the County of Peoria, 
State of Illinois, or so much thereof 
as shall be sufficient to satisfy said 
Judgment: 
   LOT 112 IN ENCHANTED FOREST 
SECTION THREE, AS SHOWN BY 
THE PLAT OF SAID SUBDIVISION 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK "Y", 
PAGE 119, SITUATED IN PART OF 
THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 8 NORTH, 
RANGE 7 EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, LIME-
STONE TOWNSHIP, SITUATED IN 
PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
   TAX NO. 17-02-253-004 
   COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1612 
North Knollwood Court 
   Peoria, IL 61604 
   Description of Improvements: 
The property is a single family. 
   The Judgment amount was 
$153,105.38. 
   Sale Terms: This is an "AS IS" 
sale for "CASH". The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by certified 
funds, within 24 hours. NO RE-
FUNDS. 
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without re-
course to plaintiff. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court. 
Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall receive 
a Certificate of Sale, which will enti-
tle the purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after confirmation of the 
sale. 
The property will NOT be open for 
inspection. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file 
to verify all information. 
The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of evict-
ing any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the sub-
ject premises. 
If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
For Information: Visit our website 
at http://ilforeclosuresales. 
mrpllc.com. 
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLC, Plaintiff's Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, Chicago, 
IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. 
Please refer to file# 23-14546IL 
   PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE. 
   Plaintiff's attorney is not required 

to provide additional information 
other than that set forth in this no-
tice of sale. 
I3230282 
Published 11/30, 12/7, 12/14/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC, 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
STEPHEN H JONES; EILEEN K 
JONES A/K/A EILEEN K MILLER; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
DEFENDANTS. 
NO. 22 FC 0000255 6404 NORTH 
GREENMONT ROAD PEORIA, IL 
61614  

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered by 
the Court in the above entitled 
cause on November 8, 2023, Sher-
iff of Peoria County will on 
01/08/2024, in ROOM 203 OF THE 
COURTHOUSE, 324 MAIN STREET, 
PEORIA, IL 61602, at 8:30 AM, sell 
at public auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and sin-
gular, the following described real 
estate mentioned in said Judgment, 
situated in the County of Peoria, 
State of Illinois, or so much thereof 
as shall be sufficient to satisfy said 
Judgment: 
   LOT 156 IN IDYLLBROOK FOUR, 
A SUBDIVISION OF A PART OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 18, TOWNSHIP 9 NORTH, 
RANGE 8 EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED JUNE 30, 1959 IN 
PLAT BOOK, "Y", PAGES 20 AND 
21, SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN 
THE COUNTY OF PEORIA, AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
   TAX NO. 14-18-127-009 
   COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 6404 
North Greenmont Road 
   Peoria, IL 61614 
   Description of Improvements:    
The property is a single family. The 
property has a two car garage. The 
garage is attached. The exterior is 
brick. The color is white. I am un-
able to verify that the gas is on or 
off. I am unable to verify that the 
water is on or off. The property has 
a fence. The property is vacant. 
   The Judgment amount was 
$156,686.58. 
   Sale Terms: This is an "AS IS" 
sale for "CASH". The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by certified 
funds, within 24 hours. NO RE-
FUNDS. 
   The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without re-
course to plaintiff. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court. 
   Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall receive 
a Certificate of Sale, which will enti-
tle the purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after confirmation of the 
sale. 
   The property will NOT be open for 
inspection. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file 
to verify all information. 
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of evict-
ing any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the sub-
ject premises. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For Information: Visit our website 
at http://ilforeclosuresales. 
mrpllc.com. 
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 

LLC, Plaintiff's Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, Chicago, 
IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. 
Please refer to file# 22-10099IL 
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE. 
Plaintiff's attorney is not required 
to provide additional information 
other than that set forth in this no-
tice of sale. 
I3232760 
Published 11/30, 12/7, 12/14/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT FOR 

PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
CHANCERY DIVISION 

CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERV-
ICES, LLC, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
CORY J. BROWN; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants. 
Case No.: 2023-FC-0000238 
Property Address: 
5315 W SUMMIT AVENUE, PEO-
RIA, IL 61607 

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE 
FOLLOWING, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS 
defendants, that this case has been 
commenced in this Court against 
you and other defendants, asking 
for the foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the premises 
described as follows, to wit: 
   A PART OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 14, TOWN-
SHIP 7 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST OF 
THE FOURTH PRINCIPAL MERID-
IAN, PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 
FURTHER DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: BEGINNING AT AN IRON 
ROD MARKING THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF BLOCK "A" IN THE 
CITY OF ORCHARD MINES, BEING 
A SUBDIVISION OF PART OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 14 AND PART OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 15, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 7 
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST OF THE 
FOURTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS; 
THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 02' 
38'' EAST A DISTANCE OF 411.77 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD; THENCE 
NORTH 2 DEGREES 08' 37'' WEST 
A DISTANCE OF 209.66 FEET TO 
AN IRON ROD; THENCE NORTH 83 
DEGREES 14' 08'' WEST A DIS-
TANCE OF 227.67 FEET TO AN 
IRON ROD; THENCE SOUTH 9 DE-
GREES 56' 11'' WEST A DISTANCE 
OF 161.13 FEET TO AN IRON ROD; 
THENCE SOUTH 62 DEGREES 15' 
23'' EAST A DISTANCE OF 122.19 

FEET TO AN IRON ROD; THENCE 
SOUTH 82 DEGREES-18' 37'' EAST 
A DISTANCE OF 124.72 FEET TO 
AN IRON ROD; THENCE SOUTH 0 
DEGREES-02' 38'' SECONDS 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 438.66 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD; THENCE 
NORTH 52 DEGREES 44' 00'' EAST 
A DISTANCE OF 37.72 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, AS SET 
OUT IN PLAT RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK "11" AT PAGE 132 IN THE 
PEORIA COUNTY RECORDER'S 
OFFICE, SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF PEORIA. 
   Commonly known as: 5315 W 
SUMMIT AVENUE, PEORIA, IL 
61607 
   Names of the titleholders of 
record: CORY J. BROWN. 
   Date of the Mortgage: October 
28, 2009. 
   Name or names of the mortgag-
ors: CORY J. BROWN. 
   Name of the mortgagee: HERGET 
BANK, N.A.. 
   Date and place of recording: No-
vember 3, 2009; Office of the 
Recorder of the Deeds of Peoria 
County, Illinois. 
Identification of recording: Doc-
ument No. 2009033313. 
   NOW THEREFORE, unless you 
file your answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this case, on or 
before January 8, 2024, A JUDG-
MENT OR DECREE BY DEFAULT 
MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN THE COM-
PLAINT. 
   E-filing is now mandatory with 
limited exceptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with an 
e-filing service provider. Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit http://illinois-
courts.gov/self-help or talk with 
your local circuit clerk's office. If 
you cannot e-file, you may be able 
to get an exemption that allows you 
to file in-person or by mail. Ask 
your circuit clerk for more informa-
tion or visit 
www.illinoislegalaid.org. For infor-
mation about defending yourself in 
a court case (including filing an ap-
pearance or fee waiver), or to apply 
for free legal help, go to www.illi-
noislegalaid.org. You can also ask 
your local circuit clerk's office for a 
fee waiver application. 
   PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE. 
Lender Legal PLLC 
1800 Pembrook Drive, Suite 250 
Orlando, Florida 32810 
Tel: (407) 730-4644 
Service Emails: 

cwinters@lenderlegal.com 
EService@LenderLegal.com 
LLS12034-IL - BROWN 
_s/ Colin Winters, Esq.__ 
Colin Winters, Esq. 
Counsel of Record for Plaintiff 
ARDC # 6297980 
I3234065  
Published 12/7, 12/14, 12/21/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION 
Plaintiff, 
-v.- 
CHRISTOPHER LEISTIKOW 
Defendant 
2023 FC 0000135 

NOTICE OF SALE 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on October 2, 
2023 and amended on November 
20, 2023, an agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM 
on January 9, 2024, at the Peoria 
County Courthouse, 324 Main 
Street (South Door), PEORIA, IL, 
61602, sell at a public sale to the 
highest bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described real estate: 
   LOT 29 IN WOODALE FIRST EX-
TENSION, A SUBDIVISION OF 
PART OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 23, TOWN-
SHIP 8 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST OF 
THE FOURTH PRINCIPAL MERID-
IAN, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED JULY 16, 
1959 IN PLAT BOOK ''Y'', PAGE 
26, (EXCEPTING THEREFROM ALL 
COAL AND OTHER MINERALS UN-
DERLYING THE SURFACE 
THEREOF AND THE RIGHT TO 
MINE AND REMOVE THE SAME), 
IN PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
Commonly known as 1916 S 
GREENWOOD CT, PEORIA, IL 

61607 
Property Index No. 17-23-104-017 
The real estate is improved with a 
single family residence. 
   The judgment amount was 
$152,161.57. 
   Sale terms: 25% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the sale payable to The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation. No third 
party checks will be accepted. The 
balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours.    The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or spe-
cial taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality 
or quantity of title and without re-
course to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further sub-
ject to confirmation by the court. 
Upon payment in full of the amount 
bid, the purchaser will receive a 
Certificate of Sale that will entitle 
the purchaser to a deed to the real 
estate after confirmation of the 
sale. The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the court file to verify all informa-
tion. If this property is a condo-
minium unit, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee, shall pay the as-
sessments and the legal fees re-
quired by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) 
and (g)(4). If this property is a con-
dominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments required 
by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).IF YOU 
ARE    THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS - PEORIA COUNTY 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JULIA A. ANDREWS,           Case No. 2023-PR-0000313 
MICHAEL W. HIGH,  
Deceased.  

NOTICE OF CLAIM DATE AND 
NOTICE TO HEIRS, LEGATEES AND CLAIMANTS OF PROBATED 

WILL 
 TO: HEIRS AND DESCENTANTS, IF ANY, AND ALL OTHER UN-
KNOWN 
   HEIRS AND CLAIMANTS OF JULIA A. ANDREWS, DECEASED 
   Notice is given of the death of JULIA A. ANDREWS on October 
14, 2023. Letters of Office were issued to JESSICA M. STOVALL, 
Executor, 116 Highview Terrace, East Peoria, Illinois 61611, whose 
attorney is William R. Kelly, Attorney at Law, 7817 N. Knoxville Ave-
nue, Peoria, IL 61614. 
   Claims against the estate may be filed with the Clerk of Court of 
PEORIA County, or with the Representative, or both, on or before 
the 30th day of May, 2024, or if mailing or delivery of a notice from 
the Representative is required by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/18-3), the date stated in that notice. Filing with 
the Clerk is to be in accordance with Illinois Supreme Court Rule 9 
respecting electronic filing which was effective January 1, 2018, for 
proceedings in the Circuit Court. 
   Any claim not filed on or before the above-referenced date is 
barred. Within 10 days after filing a claim with the Clerk, the Claim-
ant must mail or deliver a copy of the claim to the Representative 
and to the Representative’s attorney of record and file with the Clerk 
a proof of mailing or delivery of said copy. 
   Dated: November 22, 2023. 

JESSICA M. STOVALL, Executor of the 
Estate of JULIA A. ANDREWS, Deceased 
William R. Kelly, Attorney at Law 
ARDC No. 1440144 
7817 N. Knoxville Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61614  
Telephone: (309) 685-9001 
Facsimile: (309) 685-9008 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS - PEORIA COUNTY 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
JULIA A. ANDREWS,        Case No. 2023-PR-0000313 
MICHAEL W. HIGH,  
Deceased.  

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS / HEIRS WITH NO POST OFFICE  
ADDRESSES – WILL ADMITTED 

   Notice is given to heirs, including unknown heirs, whose names or 
addresses are not stated in the Petition, of the death of JULIA A. AN-
DREWS on October 14, 2023, in the above proceeding to probate a 
will, and that an Order was entered by the Court on November 8, 
2023, admitting the Will to probate. 
   Within 42 days after the effective date of the original Order of admis-
sion, you may file a Petition with the Court to require proof of the Will 
by testimony of the witnesses to the Will in open court, or by other ev-
idence, as provided in Section 6-21 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/6-
21). 
   You also have the right under Section 8-1 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the validity of the Will by filing a Petition with 
the Court within six months after admission of the Will to probate. 
   A copy of the Petition to Admit Lost Will to Probate, and a copy of 
the Order opening the estate and appointing JESSICA M. STOVALL as 
Representative can be requested from the Peoria County Circuit Clerk 
or William R. Kelly’s law office at the addresses below: 
   Filings are to be made with:  
Peoria County Circuit Clerk 
Attn: Probate Division 
324 Main Street 
Peoria, IL 61602  
William R. Kelly (ARDC No. 1440144 
Attorney at Law 
7817 N. Knoxville Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61614  
Telephone: (309) 685-9001 
Facsimile: (309) 685-9008 
Email: billkellylaw@yahoo.com   
Dated: November 22, 2023.  

JESSICA M. STOVALL, Executor of the 
Estate of JULIA A. ANDREWS, Deceased 
William R. Kelly, Attorney at Law 
ARDC No. 1440144 
7817 N. Knoxville Avenue 
Peoria, IL 61614  
Telephone: (309) 685-9001 
Facsimile: (309) 685-9008 
Email: billkellylaw@yahoo.com  

Published 11/30, 12/7, 12/14/23

PRINCEVILLE ZONING BOARD MEETING   
   The Princeville Zoning Board will meet on Thursday, De-
cember 21, 2023 at 7pm at Princeville Village Hall, 206 N. 
Walnut Ave., Princeville, Illinois.  The Zoning Board will meet 
to discuss and vote on a Special Use Application for 500 W. 
North Street, to permit a 2MWac Ground Mounted Solar Farm. 
   Dated this 30th day of November, 2023. 

Dan Huss, Zoning Board Chairman 
 
Published 12/7, 12/14, 12/21/23

Continued on Page 13
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OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   You will need a photo identifica-
tion issued by a government 
agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our 
building and the foreclosure sale 
room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other 
county venues where The Judicial 
Sales Corporation conducts fore-
closure sales. 
   For information, contact CHAD 

LEWIS, ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ 
SCHNEID CRANE & PARTNERS, 
PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 205 N. 
MICHIGAN SUITE 810, CHICAGO, 
IL, 60601 (561) 241-6901. Please 
refer to file number 23-119719. 
   THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION 
   One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE 
   You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com 
for a 7 day status report of pending 
sales. 
CHAD LEWIS 
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID 
CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC 
205 N. MICHIGAN SUITE 810 

CHICAGO IL, 60601 
561-241-6901 
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM 
Attorney File No. 23-119719 
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439 
Case Number: 2023 FC 0000135 
TJSC#: 43-4385 
   NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act, you are 
advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used 
for that purpose. 
I3234289  
Published 12/7, 12/14, 12/21/23 

• • •

Continued from Page 12

Answers on Page 10

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which famous highway 
that stretches across the United States 
is sometimes known as the Will Rogers 
Highway? 
2. MUSIC: Which country did the pop 
group ABBA come from? 
3. TELEVISION: What article made 
Frosty the Snowman come to life in the 
popular TV special? 
4. FOOD & DRINK: What is colcannon? 
5. U.S. STATES: Which state is home to 
the Volcanoes National Park? 
6. MOVIES: What is the name of the 
acapella group that Anna Kendrick joins 
on "Pitch Perfect"? 
7. INVENTIONS: Who invented the 
Barbie doll in 1959? 
8. MATH: How many tablespoons are in 
1 cup? 
9. LITERATURE: What is the title of the 
sequel to "Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory" by Roald Dahl? 
10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which elected 
president is the only one to fail to gain 
his party's nomination for a second 
term?  
Answers 
1. Route 66. 
2. Sweden. 
3. A magic hat. 
4. Mashed potatoes and cabbage. 
5. Hawaii. 
6. The Barden Bellas. 
7. Ruth Handler. 
8. 16. 
9. "Charlie and the Great Glass El-
evator." 
10. Franklin Pierce. 

(c) 2023 King Features Synd. Inc.

Copy. 

FOR ANSWERS 
SEE PAGE 10

TOP 10 MOVIES
1. Renaissance: A Film by Beyoncé (NR)  
2. The Hunger Games: The Ballad of Song-
birds & Snakes (PG-13)  
3. Godzilla Minus One (PG-13)  
4. Trolls Band Together (PG)  
5. Wish (PG)  
6. Napoleon (R)  
7. Animal (NR)  
8. The Shift (PG-13)  
9. Silent Night (R)  
10. Thanksgiving (R)  
(c) 2023 King Features Synd. Inc.   

Billtown school finances praised
By MOLLY RICHESON 

For The Weekly Post 
   WILLIAMSFIELD – The Williams-
field School Board reviewed this fiscal 
year’s financial profile rating at its Mon-
day meeting, and heard the school has 
received a perfect final score of 4.0.   
   Galva is the only other school in the 
area to receive a 4.0 rating.  
   Three findings from the audit report 
conducted by Gorenz and Associates of 
Peoria were discussed, including two re-
garding internal controls. The auditors 
made a recommendation that the district 
hire additional personnel in order to have 
an additional set of eyes on the district’s 
finances.  
   The third finding addressed negative 
balances currently carried by the munici-
pal retirement/social security and tort 
funds and the interfund loans required to 
fund them. However, the district has in-
stituted a strategic deficit-reduction plan 
in order to get those funds into the posi-
tive by 2027. 
   Williamsfield was also found to have 
the least amount of long-term debt of 

any school in the area with 90% of its 
longer-term debt margin remaining. The 
district also has the lowest tax rate in the 
area, coming in at 4.34%.   
   The board says it is highly likely to re-
main the lowest tax rate in 2023, al-
though in 2024, an increase of 7.99% is 
planned to solidify the Education Fund, 
making the tax rate for 2024 an antici-
pated 4.42%. This is the highest antici-
pated tax rate through 2027 with 
remaining years at a lesser rate than 
2024.  
   With this plan, the Bboard predicts 
more income than expenses in the educa-
tion fund by 2025 with an anticipated 
balance of $1.7 million by the end of 
2027 while maintaining the lowest tax 
rate in the area with no need to borrow. 
   The new electric school buses and 
charging stations are also already saving 
the district money. In November, the dis-
trict was able to reduce route fuel costs 
by 93% with its new fleet of electric 
buses.
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SERVICES 
• GIACOBAZZI’S INCOME TAX 
INC.: Est. 1990 In Person or Re-
mote Services (309) 685-8003 or 
email office@giacobazzitax.com. 
Office in Peoria or drop-off loca-
tion in Farmington. 
• More heat. Less wood. Classic 
Edge Titanium HDX EPA certified 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
26% Tax Credit. Prices start as 
low as $9,525. Call today (309) 
565-4300. 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos 
farm equipment grain bins and 
also doing total farm clean up. 
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 

FOR SALE 
• WET GRAIN BINS: Cone type 18 ft. 
Butler 5,000 bushels $5,000; 16 ft. 
Behlen 3,200 bushels $3,200. Ready 
to haul on trailer (309) 635-4575. 
• MISC. ITEMS: Outside Christmas 
ornaments, tons of lights, generator 
500 KW, electric dryer (220V), din-
ing table & 5 chairs, electric smoker, 
small dorm fridge, two seat baby 
stroller, baby swing,  stainless steel 
metal shelving (5x5), 24 ft. fiber-
glass ladder, power washer. Call 
(309) 360-2162. 
• STRAW BALES/CATTLE CHUTE: 
Round net wrapped bales, $50 each; 
Countyline Squeeze Chute, $2,500.  
(309) 224-2565. 

CLASSIFIED ADS

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION, 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
WESLEY KING; BRITTNEY KING; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
DEFENDANTS. 
NO. 23 FC 0000071 
1612 NORTH KNOLLWOOD COURT 
PEORIA, IL 61604 

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered by 
the Court in the above entitled cause 
on September 20, 2023, Sheriff of 
Peoria County will on 01/08/2024, in 
ROOM 203 OF THE COURTHOUSE, 
324 MAIN STREET, PEORIA, IL 
61602, at 8:30 AM, sell at public 
auction and sale to the highest bid-
der for cash, all and singular, the fol-
lowing described real estate 
mentioned in said Judgment, situ-
ated in the County of Peoria, State of 
Illinois, or so much thereof as shall 
be sufficient to satisfy said Judg-
ment: 
   TAX NO. 17-02-253-004 
   COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1612 
North Knollwood Court 
   Peoria, IL 61604 
   Description of Improvements: The 
property is a single family. 
   The Judgment amount was 
$153,105.38. 
   Sale Terms: This is an "AS IS" sale 
for "CASH". The successful bidder 
must deposit 10% down by certified 
funds; balance, by certified funds, 
within 24 hours. NO REFUNDS. 
   The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse 
to plaintiff. The sale is further sub-
ject to confirmation by the court. 
   Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall receive 
a Certificate of Sale, which will enti-
tle the purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after confirmation of the 
sale. 
   The property will NOT be open for 
inspection. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file 
to verify all information. 
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of evict-
ing any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the sub-
ject premises. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 

   For Information: Visit our website 
at http://ilforeclosuresales. 
mrpllc.com. 
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff's Attorneys, 1 N. Dearborn 
St., Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 60602. 
Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. Please 
refer to file# 23-14546IL 
   PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, THE 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE. 
   Plaintiff's attorney is not required 
to provide additional information 
other than that set forth in this no-
tice of sale. 
I3230282 
Published 11/30, 12/7, 12/14/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC, 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
STEPHEN H JONES; EILEEN K 
JONES A/K/A EILEEN K MILLER; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
DEFENDANTS. 
NO. 22 FC 0000255 6404 NORTH 
GREENMONT ROAD PEORIA, IL 
61614  

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered by 
the Court in the above entitled cause 
on November 8, 2023, Sheriff of 
Peoria County will on 01/08/2024, in 
ROOM 203 OF THE COURTHOUSE, 
324 MAIN STREET, PEORIA, IL 
61602, at 8:30 AM, sell at public 
auction and sale to the highest bid-
der for cash, all and singular, the fol-
lowing described real estate 
mentioned in said Judgment, situ-
ated in the County of Peoria, State of 
Illinois, or so much thereof as shall 
be sufficient to satisfy said Judg-
ment: 
   TAX NO. 14-18-127-009 
   COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 6404    
North Greenmont Road 
   Peoria, IL 61614 
   Description of Improvements: The 
property is a single family. The 
property has a two car garage. The 
garage is attached. The exterior is 
brick. The color is white. I am un-
able to verify that the gas is on or 
off. I am unable to verify that the 
water is on or off. The property has 
a fence. The property is vacant. 
   The Judgment amount was 
$156,686.58. 
   Sale Terms: This is an "AS IS" sale 
for "CASH". The successful bidder 
must deposit 10% down by certified 
funds; balance, by certified funds, 
within 24 hours. NO REFUNDS. 
   The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse 
to plaintiff. The sale is further sub-
ject to confirmation by the court. 

   Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall receive 
a Certificate of Sale, which will enti-
tle the purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after confirmation of the 
sale. 
   The property will NOT be open for 
inspection. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file 
to verify all information. 
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of evict-
ing any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the sub-
ject premises. 
If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For Information: Visit our website 
at http://ilforeclosuresales. 
mrpllc.com. 
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLC, Plaintiff's Attorneys, 1 N. Dear-
born St., Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 
60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. 
Please refer to file# 22-10099IL 
   PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, THE 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE. 
   Plaintiff's attorney is not required 
to provide additional information 
other than that set forth in this no-
tice of sale. 
I3232760 
Published 11/30, 12/7, 12/14/23 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
PEORIA COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORA-
TION 
Plaintiff, 
-v.- 
CHRISTOPHER LEISTIKOW 
Defendant 
2023 FC 0000135 

NOTICE OF SALE 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on October 2, 2023 
and amended on November 20, 
2023, an agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM 
on January 9, 2024, at the Peoria 
County Courthouse, 324 Main 
Street (South Door), PEORIA, IL, 
61602, sell at a public sale to the 
highest bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described real estate: 
   Commonly known as 1916 S 
GREENWOOD CT, PEORIA, IL 
61607 
   Property Index No. 17-23-104-
017 
   The real estate is improved with a 
single family residence. 
   The judgment amount was 
$152,161.57. 
   Sale terms: 25% down of the 

highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the sale payable to The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation. No third 
party checks will be accepted. The 
balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property is 
subject to general real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real estate 
and is offered for sale without any 
representation as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition.    
The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court. Upon payment 
in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the purchaser 
to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale. The prop-
erty will NOT be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no representa-
tion as to the condition of the prop-
erty.   Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file 
to verify all information. If this prop-
erty is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) 
and (g)(4). If this property is a con-
dominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments required 
by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).IF YOU    
ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 
30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   You will need a photo identifica-
tion issued by a government agency 
(driver's license, passport, etc.) in 
order to gain entry into our building 
and the foreclosure sale room in 
Cook County and the same identifi-
cation for sales held at other county 
venues where The Judicial Sales 
Corporation conducts foreclosure 
sales. 
   For information, contact CHAD 
LEWIS, ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ 
SCHNEID CRANE & PARTNERS, 
PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 205 N. 
MICHIGAN SUITE 810, CHICAGO, 
IL, 60601 (561) 241-6901. Please 
refer to file number 23-119719. 
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION 
One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE 
   You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.com 
for a 7 day status report of pending 
sales. 
CHAD LEWIS 
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID 
CRANE & PARTNERS, PLLC 
205 N. MICHIGAN SUITE 810 
CHICAGO IL, 60601 
561-241-6901 
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM 
Attorney File No. 23-119719 
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439 
Case Number: 2023 FC 0000135 
TJSC#: 43-4385 
   NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act, you are ad-

vised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used 

for that purpose. 
I3234289  
Published 11/30, 12/7, 12/14/23 

• • •

AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE SALES

35± ACRES OF PRIME  
KNOX COUNTY FARMLAND 

Known as the GOFF FAMILY FARM  
In Copley Township, Knox County, Illinois  

Charles T. Goff and Becky L. Kreppert are offering the 
tract of prime Knox County farmland located 1¼ mile 
West of Victoria on Route 167 generally described as:  

Part of the Northwest Quarter of Section Fourteen 
(14) in Copley Township, Knox County, Illinois, 
containing 35 acres, more or less; Parcel Identifi-
cation No.: 07-14-100-004;   

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE BID 
   Description of Real Estate: The entire farm contains 
35± acres of prime cropland. The primary soil types are 
Ipava, Sable and Osco Silt Loam. The average PI is 
141.8 for the 34.18± acres of the land in production.  
   Terms of Bidding: The farm will be offered for sale as 
one 35± acre parcel. Sealed written bids setting forth 
the total purchase price and the name and address of 
the bidder shall be delivered to Seller's Attorneys, 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD., P.O. Box 368, 118 West 
Main Street, Elmwood, Illinois 61529-0368, no later 
than 4:00 P.M., Friday, December 15, 2023, at which 
time and place the sealed bids will be opened and the 
highest bid announced. The bids must be in the posses-
sion of Sellers' Attorneys by the time and date above 
specified. The written bids are final and no further bids 
will be considered once the bids are opened at the 
above place and time. Sellers reserve the right to reject 
any or all bids.  
   Terms of Sale: The successful bidder will be obligated 
to enter into a Purchase Agreement and pay a deposit of 
10% of the purchase price within 48 hours after the 
bids are opened. The Purchase Agreement provides for 
a final closing on or before February 2, 2024, at which 
time a Warranty Deed and an Owner's Title Insurance 
Policy in the amount of the purchase price insuring 
merchantable title and possession of the farmland shall 
be delivered to the Purchaser in exchange for the bal-
ance of the purchase price. Sellers shall give Buyer a 
credit for the 2023 Real Estate Taxes. Sellers are retain-
ing the 2023 farm rent. A bid package, containing the 
bid form, purchase agreement, title commitment, and 
detailed information about the farm, may be obtained 
from the Attorneys for Sellers.  
ATTORNEYS FOR SELLERS                   SELLERS 
ROBERT L. POTTS, ESQ.         CHARLES T. GOFF 
and 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD.             BECKY L. KREPPERT 
             P.O. Box 368 
    118 West Main Street 
Elmwood, Illinois 61529-0368 
Telephone: (309) 742-3611 
Email: cori@whitneyandpotts.com 
Website: www.whitneyandpotts.com

15 in the first quarter alone. 
   Schock finished 16-of-23 from 
the field.  
   The junior forward has stepped up 
considerably since 
Coach John Gross 
lamented a lack of 
secondary scoring 
at the Brimfield 
Thanksgiving tour-
nament. 
   “She shot 16 for 
23 and most of 
them were layups. 
They didn’t really stop her,” Gross 
said, noting that Knoxville did sag 
in on Brodie some. “We’re starting 
to play a lot better and passing the 
ball better so we’re getting a lot of 
easy shots right now.” 
   Brodie put up 18 points against 
Knoxville after having tallied 29 in 
three of the five previous contests. 
   Princeville is home against Lew-
istown today. 
   Brimfield – The Lady Indians (6-

4) head into a break with plenty of 
time to practice free throws after 
going 1-for-9 from the line in a 41-
31 road loss to Deer Creek-Macki-
naw on Dec. 9. 
   CJ Troxell and Olivia Kappes 
each had 12 points to lead Brim-
field, which was 1-for-6 on free 
throws in the final quarter while 
Dee-Mack (6-1) made 9-of-10 from 
the stripe. 
   Two days earlier, Brimfield had 
played very well in a 60-29 win at 
Midwest Central on Dec. 7. Ava 
Heinz had 27 points, 12 rebounds 
and five blocks in the win, while 
Kappes scored eight and Sawyer 
Drury added seven points. 
   “We played solid defense and of-
fensively we had 17 assists, so I 
was really pleased with our unself-
ishness and how we shared the 
ball,” Brimfield Coach Josh 
McKown said. 
   Brimfield is off until it faces Hey-
worth at that school’s tournament 
on Dec. 18 at 5:30 p.m. Other 

games are against Channahon Fam-
ilies of Faith Academy on Dec. 20 
at 5:30 and TBA on Dec. 22. 
   ROWVA-Williamsfield – The Lady 
Cougars (3-9) dropped a sixth 
straight game Monday at home vs. 
Kewanee Wethersfield, 79-31. 
   Prior to that, R-W had lost to An-
nawan on Dec. 6, 73-26. 
   “We’re going through a rough 
stretch right now,” R-W Coach Mi-
chael Weitekamp said. “We are re-
lying heavily on sophomores. 
Injuries and illness are forcing them 
to play significant varsity minutes.” 
   R-W was home vs. Macomb on 
Wednesday and plays Bushnell-
Prairie City on Saturday. 
   Farmington – The Lady Farmers 
lost a pair of games at the United 
Tournament on Saturday, falling 
first to Payson Seymour (38-32) 
and later in the day to Elmwood 
(56-34). 
   The Lady Farmers (1-8) were to 
play at the United Tournament on 
Tuesday and today.

GIRLS HOOPS: Brimfield struggles at line
Continued from Page 16

Schock
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BOYS HOOPS: Farmers win two
visitors defeated Abing-
don-Avon 60-56.  
   A-Town led by four in 
the fourth quarter, but Jack 
Gronewold’s 3-pointer 
midway through the period 
gave Farmington a lasting 
lead. Keauntrey Barnes 
finished with 19 points, 
Zac Taylor scored 14 and 
Gronewold scored 12. 
   Despite shooting only 8-
for-23 on free throws Dec. 
7, visiting Mercer County 
beat Farmington 66-62. 
Farmington had 24 points 
from Barnes, 12 from Rus-
sell Poor and 11 from Tay-
lor but lost despite making 
11 3-pointers and having a 
chance to tie with about 25 
seconds left, according to 
Lozier. 
   “We were just flat,” he 
stated. “Mercer County 
shot almost 70%. They had 
a great night. (They’re) the 
best team we’ve seen this 
year, in my opinion. Great 
athletes.” 
   Farmington came back 
from Macomb with a 57-
56 overtime victory Dec. 5. 
Previously undefeated Ma-
comb hit a 3-pointer with 1 
second left in regulation to 
force OT. Barnes made a 
put-back basket with 7 sec-
onds left in the extra 
period, then Taylor took a 
Macomb charge just before 
the buzzer sounded.  
   “Keauntrey came out of 
nowhere,” Lozier said. “I 
thought he was going to 
dunk it, but he laid it in. 
Zac was gutsy. We put ev-
erybody in, and everybody 
contributed.” 
   Gronewold finished with 
a team-high 19 points, in-
cluding three 3-pointers in 
the opening quarter. Barnes 
had 16 points and Taylor 
scored 10. 
   Farmington faces Sher-
rard at about 1:30 p.m. Sat-
urday in the Great Western 
Shootout at Abingdon. 
   Princeville – Tucker Sen-
nett had 15 points to lead 
three on his team in double 
figures as Princeville (6-2) 
rebounded from a loss 
Dec. 8 at Illini Bluffs with 

a 60-41 victory the follow-
ing evening over visiting 
Elmwood. Josh Hunt had 
11 points and Parker Me-
lick scored 10, including 
six in the first quarter.  
   Against Illini Bluffs, 
Princeville fell behind by 
five after a quarter and by 
10 after a half in a 51-40 
defeat. Only three Princes 
scored – Tayshaun Kieser 
(20 points), Sennett (13) 
and Hunt (seven). Hank 
Alvey had 13 points to 
lead a balanced IB attack. 
   Princeville began the 
week with a 64-49 victory 
Dec. 5 at Lowpoint-Wash-
burn behind 14 points from 
Sennett, 12 from Kieser 
and 11 from Hunt. Joey 
Bosch hit two 3-pointers in 
the fourth quarter and Jake 
Williams scored six as 
Princeville expanded a six-
point lead. 
   The Princes were at Mid-
land on Tuesday. Other 
road games are set for to-
night (Dec. 14) at Henry 

and Saturday at Delavan. 
   Elmwood – In a 60-41 
loss Dec. 9 at Princeville, 
sophomore Garrett Web-
ster had a team-high 11 
points for Elmwood (3-6), 
which trailed 30-22 at in-
termission.  
   Things were better for 
Elmwood offensively Dec. 
2, when they beat visiting 
Bushnell-Prairie City 67-
35. Sirus Nims, Jackson 
Magee and Webster made 
first-quarter 3s as Elm-
wood led 19-8. After that, 
Bo Windish had 13 of his 
game-high 15 points. 
Magee finished with 12 
points and Nims had 11. 
   Elmwood traveled Tues-
day to Abingdon-Avon and 
is host Friday night to Ha-
vana. 
   Brimfield – For the first 
time since the opening 
night of the season, Brim-
field won a game, 51-48 at 
home Dec. 8 over Havana.  
   Drew Kieser’s 3 with 11 
seconds left gave the In-
dians (2-7) a one-point 
lead. He set the final score 
on two free throws with 
less than a second remain-
ing. Kieser finished with a 
game-high 20 points, in-
cluding 12 in the fourth 
quarter.  
   Teammate Connor Doe 
scored 16, all in the first 
three periods. 
   Kieser also scored 20 on 
Dec. 5, but Brimfield lost 
54-43 to R-W at Billtown. 
Doe had 12 points, includ-
ing two of the Indians’ 
three in the fourth quarter, 
when the Cougars broke a 
40-40 tie. 
   Brimfield traveled Tues-
day night to Kewanee to 
face Wethersfield.  

Continued from Page 16

Farmington’s Jack Gronewold 
goes up for a layup against 
Mercer County. Photo by Dave 
Giagnoni.
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   Sometimes during a 
basketball season, you 
have to grit your way 
through some games. 
   So it went for the Elm-
wood girls team Saturday, 
as the Lady Trojans won 
two games at the Mon-
mouth United Holiday 
Tournament but did little 
to please Coach Gregg 
Meyers. 
   “We did not play very 
well Saturday,” Meyers 
said. 
   Elmwood (10-1) topped 
host United 38-34 in the 
first tourney game as Mae 
Herman scored 13 points 
and led Elmwood with six 
rebounds and four assists. 
Andrea Glenn added 11 
points. 
   Elmwood then in-
creased its win streak to 
10 games later that day 
with a 56-34 win over 
Farmington. The Lady 
Trojans used balanced 
scoring to oust Farming-
ton, as Herman led with 
13 points and five re-

bounds, Glenn scored 10 
and grabbed five re-
bounds, Tinley Lemmer-
man scored 11 points, 
Lauren Rushing tallied 
eight and Kaitlyn Noll 
had five assists and five 
rebounds. 
   On Dec. 7, Elmwood 
topped Bushnell-Prairie 
City 50-4 without Her-
man, who missed the 
game with an illness. 
Rushing scored 12 points, 
Raelyn McClain tallied 
eight and Kady Head had 
six points and six re-
bounds. 
   Elmwood was to face 
Payson Seymour on Tues-
day at United and has a 
game today (Dec. 14) in 
tournament play vs. a foe 
to be determined. 
   Princeville – The Lady 
Princes (9-3) won a sixth 
straight game Monday, 
topping Galva 56-18 at 
home. 
   Brianna Brodie led 
Princeville with 29 points 
on 11-for-19 shooting 
from the field and 7-for-
11 from the free-throw 

line. Brodie also grabbed 
13 rebounds. 
   Paisley Schock pro-
vided scoring support 
with 14 points on 7-for-13 
shooting. Kinley McGinn 
tallied seven points.  

   On Dec. 6, the Lady 
Princes won 62-35 at 
Knoxville. Schock had 
her best game of the sea-
son, leading Princeville 
with 35 points, including 

By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Weekly Post 

   The ROWVA-Williams-
field boys basketball pro-
gram “A.B.” – after 
longtime Coach Bob An-
derson retired – appears to 
be holding its own. 
   R-W received 11 points 
from Jaxson Strom and 10 
each from Riley Danner 
and Lewis Sams for a 59-
32 victory Dec. 9 in Wil-
liamsfield against Midland. 
Strom had three 3-pointers 
in the third quarter, when 
the Cougars (7-3) ex-
panded a three-point lead 
to 17. 
   The previous night, ho-
wever, was almost a rever-
sal. Aledo Mercer County 
rolled over R-W, 61-37 de-
spite 14 points from 
Danner and 10 from Sams. 
Mercer County led 25-15 
at intermission. 
   “They’re very physical 
and athletic, and they kept 
us from getting into our of-
fense,” R-W Assistant 
Coach Jeff Hannam stated. 
“We struggled from the 
perimeter and could never 
get anything going.” 

   R-W broke from a tie 
after three quarters Dec. 5 
at Billtown to defeat Brim-
field 54-43. The Cougars 
held the Indians to only 
three fourth-quarter points 
after the third ended 40-40. 
Danner had 13 points, Jack 
Godsil 11 and Talan Hull 
and Sams 10 each.  
   The Brimfield game was 
the first R-W played after 
Anderson announced his 
retirement the previous 
day. Anderson was begin-
ning his 45th season in 
Williamsfield before a bout 
with COVID-19 following 
his team’s first game 
helped convince him to 
step down. 
   R-W played Tuesday at 
North Fulton. This week-
end, the Cougars host 
games at two sites – Friday 
at Williamsfield against 
Peoria Heights and Satur-
day afternoon at Oneida 
against Annawan. 
   Farmington – The 
Farmers (5-3) sandwiched 
two victories around one 
loss last week. The second 
win came Dec. 8, when the 

Elmwood wins 10th 
Starts 2-0 at United girls tourney
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R-W enters A.B. era 
Cougars 2-1 since Anderson retirement
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Paige Stevens of Farmington goes up for a layup against Peoria 
Heights in a loss on Dec. 6. Photo by Dave Giagnoni.
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