
   I’ve been scanning the public 
notices in The Weekly Post for 
the past few months watching 
for any notices regarding the 
construction of an in-
dustrial wind farm here 
in northwest Peoria 
County.      
   Three meteorological 
towers installed in the 
area have been gather-
ing data since late 
2021. Assuming the 
data is favorable, it’s 
just a matter of time 
before those of us living nearby 
will be dodging cement trucks 
and tractor-trailers hauling mas-
sive cranes and turbine compo-
nents. 
   The U.S. government main-
tains a wind-turbine database 
that shows the location, height, 
size and other data of every tur-
bine in the nation. It’s easily ac-
cessed online.      
   According to the database, 
there are 73,352 wind turbines 

in the U.S.  Texas has the great-
est number, 18,552. Illinois 
ranks sixth with 3,622 towers 
overlooking our prairie state.           

   Construction of new 
wind farms slowed to a 
trickle in the past couple 
of years.  Wind-farm de-
velopers in the U.S. 
were stifled by the head-
winds of skyrocketing 
inflation and interest 
rates.  Those factors plus 
the government’s phase-
out of federal tax credits 

left new projects on the drawing 
board and brought new con-
struction to a halt.  Funny how 
when the federal dollars dried 
up, construction stopped dead in 
its tracks, but I digress. 
     Thanks to the generosity of 
President Biden’s Inflation Re-
duction Act, your tax dollars are 
putting new wind in developers’ 
sails. It has taken a couple of 
years for the industry to figure 
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Toulon streets discussed, sewer project to start next week
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – The Toulon City 
Council approved a plan to re-
furbish Elm Street during its 
monthly meeting on Feb. 12. 
   Justin Reeise, the city engi-
neer from Giffin Engineering, 
said that Motor Fuel Tax funds 
would pay for the refurbishment 
of Elm Street, which is in poor 
condition. The estimated cost is 
$70,000 to reconstruct the 
street.  
   The council approved spend-

ing up to $80,000 for this proj-
ect. 
   The council also heard that 
the East Turner Avenue sewer 
project will start next week, ac-
cording to city employees. This 
project, which involves moving 
and replacing a sewer line, has 
been scheduled for months and 
preliminary steps have already 
been completed. 
   The city will put out for bid 
the garbage collection contract 
that expires this April. Ads will 
be placed for contractors to bid 

on. The recycling contract with 
Eagle Enterprises expires in 
April also. Eagle has indicated 
that it wants to extend the con-
tract by one year. Mayor Larry 
Hollis said that he would con-
tact the company to discuss the 
extension. 
   Only one bid was received to 
mow the cemetery this year. 
That was from Bock’s Lawn 
Care for $29,897. The council 
approved this bid. 
   The city has received a permit 
regarding the construction of a 

new water tower storage tank. 
The new tower will be built 
north of the current water tower 
storage tank on North Franklin 
Street.  
   The new tank will increase 
the city’s storage capacity to 
200,000 gallons of water. The 
present tank holds 60,000 gal-
lons of water. 
   Hometown Consulting repre-
sented by Cole McDaniel and 
Matt Fick presented a prelimi-
nary strategy to economically 
build up Toulon. The consult-

ants discussed baseline data and 
a future vision for Toulon. They 
also said they would like for 
economic development commit-
tees to be formed.  
   Hometown representatives 
will return in April to provide 
another presentation. 
   Mitch Hulsey submitted a bid 
of $17,000 to construct a metal 
railing of 200 feet for the city’s 
baseball diamonds, which was 
approved by the council. 
   The council also voted to ap-

Continued on Page 2

HEGWOOD FUNDRAISER

   Students and staff members in the Stark 
County schools and members from through-
out the community have banded together in 
recent months to raise money for and send 
encouragement to teacher Katina Hegwood, 
who is battling leukemia. The culmination of 
the school’s “Hairy for Hegwood” fundraiser 
came at halftime of the boys basketball sen-
ior night game on Feb. 9. Fans took to the 
floor to cheer for Hegwood (above) and her 
family members were presented a check for 
more than $21,000 (right). 
   For more details on the fundraiser, turn to 
Page 3 of the Rebel Reporter inside this 
edition. Continued on Page 2

Wind-farm worries 
New incentives filling developers’ sails

Ron 
DIETER



out how to navigate the complex 
regulations in the IRA to make the 
most of the new tax credits. Now 
they’ve got the wind at their back 
and projects that were on hold are 
on the launching pad.   
     While developers enjoy the 
windfall, some folks in the shadow 
of proposed wind farms are no big 
fans of the big fans.  They feel an ill 
wind blowing and worry about their 
property values.  A study published 
in “Energy Policy” may ease their 
minds.  It found that the value of 
properties located within a one-mile 
radius of a proposed wind farm 
dropped an average of eleven per-
cent compared to properties three to 
five miles further away. 
     But not to worry.  That differ-
ence in values disappears a few 
years after the wind project is up 
and running, researchers say.  Some 
folks might quibble with that, ask-
ing themselves if a home with a 
wind turbine a mile away would be 
worth more if the turbine wasn’t 
there.   
     Environmentalists have their 

own concerns about wind farms.  
They worry about the effect of wind 
turbines on wildlife, especially 
birds.  According to Germany’s Na-
ture and Biodiversity Conservation 
Union, wind farms knock more than 
100,000 birds out of the sky each 
year.  That sounds like a lot, but 
Germany has more than 28,000 tur-
bines spinning in the breeze.  The 
NBCU also points out that for every 
little bird battered by turbine 
blades, more than six hundred are 
devoured by Germany’s domestic 
cats.  That’s right.  Sixty million 
birds a year fall prey to Germany’s 
cats. 
     Although property values and 
wildlife safety are a big concern, 
the biggest headwind facing the in-
dustry is recycling.  Most parts of a 
wind turbine are recyclable.  The 
tower is steel and the components 
behind the blades- copper, elec-
tronics and gearing- are all recycla-
ble.  The problem is the blades. 
     Turbine blades are made of a 
blend of fiberglass and resins.  It 
would be great if worn-out blades 
could be recycled into new ones, 

but with these materials it’s not 
chemically possible.  Instead, some 
recyclers grind up the worn-out 
blades and incorporate them into 
cement, an expensive process.  Cur-
rently, the least expensive way to 
dispose of used blades is to haul 
them to a landfill for burial or to 
burn them. 
     Landfill operators are reluctant 
to accept turbine blades because 
they take up an enormous amount 
of landfill volume.  To save space, a 
landfill operator in the state of Wy-
oming cuts them into thirds and in-
serts the sections inside each other 
before burying them. 
     Soon, blades made of special ep-
oxies and fiberglass will be avail-
able that can be recycled and used 
to make new blades.  Such technol-
ogy will come just in time.  A great 
number of turbines in the US are 
reaching the end of their useful life.  
Researchers tell us we’ll have over 
700,000 tons of blades to deal with 
over the next 20 years.

prove a $250 donation to 
the Stark County 4H 
Equine Speed Show and a 
bid of $1,932 from Moore 

Tires was accepted to re-
place two tires on the 
city’s backhoe. 
   Ordinance Number 755 
was again tabled by the 

council to be acted on 
next month. The ordi-
nance details how much 
Toulon’s secretary and 
treasurer are paid. Cur-
rently these positions are 
paid $66.67 per council 
meeting and the mayor 
wants that raised to $75 
per meeting. 
   The council held a 
closed executive session 
meeting after the regular 
meeting to discuss em-
ployee personnel.
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WIND PROJECT: Turbine blades create issues 
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PUBLIC RECORD

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   1-13 - A two-vehicle accident that 
also involved injury to a pedestrian 
occurred on Route 40 and 800N. 
The vehicle drivers involved were 
identified as Bruce Swan, 63, Ke-
wanee and Ryan P. Somers, 31, of 
Freeport.  
   According to the accident report, 
from the Stark County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, the road conditions were icy 
and snowy with nearly white-out 
weather conditions at the time of 
the crash.  
   Swan was reportedly traveling 
north on Route 40 when he struck 
Somers vehicle which caused the 
chain reaction and struck a pedes-
trian identified as Jesse D. Plantter, 
25, of Tremont. Both vehicles came 
to rest in the ditch. It was further 
noted that a semi-truck was also 
identified as stopped in the road. 
Neither vehicle driver was injured 
but Plantter did sustain injuries and 
was transported by ambulance to 
the hospital.  
   2-8 - A 44-year-old Toulon man 
reported that he had been the victim 
of a battery incident. The Stark 
County Sheriff’s Office investi-
gated the incident and arrested 
Charles D. Slightom Jr., 41, Toulon, 
and charged him with battery. 
Slightom was later released with a 
court date to appear.  
   2-9 - A battery complaint was re-
ceived from a Henry resident from 
the 200 block of South Henderson 
Street in Toulon. Authorities took 
statements from the complainants 
involved and the incident remains 
under investigation.  
   2-10 - Andrew W. Szparkowski, 
32, Toulon, was arrested for crim-
inal trespass. He was cited and re-
leased with a court date to appear. 

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   2-5 - to the 300 block of SW 6th 
Ave. for a complaint involving a 
dog bite to a child. The injury was 
considered very minor.  
   2-5 – to meet with a resident at 
the Galva Police Department to dis-
cuss options for a child who has 
been acting out at home.  
   2-5 - to the 100 block of NE 7th 
St. to make contact for Knox 
County in reference to a hit-and-run 
accident that occurred earlier in Ga-
lesburg. Contact was made. 
   2-5 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a verbal domestic dispute. As 
a result, Bryan Folker, 64, Galva, 
was arrested on a Warren County 
warrant for failing to appear on traf-
fic charges. He was released with a 

required court date.  
   2-5 - to check the welfare of a 
motorist who was stopped in the 
300 block of NW 6th Ave. 
   2-6 - to the 200 block of SE 7th 
Ave. for a battery complaint after 
resident was reportedly attacked in-
side his residence overnight. This 
remains under investigation.  
   2-6 - to meet with a resident at the 
Galva Police Department who re-
quested complaint forms and free-
dom of information request forms. 
   2-6 - to the 00 block of NE 4th St. 
for dozens of phone complaints in-
volving a variety of complaints. As 
the result, John Kurzeja, 43, Galva, 
was arrested for disorderly conduct-
false reporting to a public service 
agency. He was taken to the Henry 
County Jail.  
   2-6 - to the 00 block of SE 6th St. 
for a 911 hangup call. It was deter-
mined to be a child playing with the 
phone.  
   2-7 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd 
St. to remove an unwanted subject. 
   2-7 - to the 200 block of Front St. 
for a property exchange. 
   2-8 - to the 100 block of SW 7th 
St. for a 911 open line call that 
plotted there. The officer was not 
able to locate anyone needing assis-
tance.  
   2-8 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a welfare check. The subject 
was fine.  
   2-8 - Officer spoke to a resident 
by telephone about a harassment 
issue with family members.  
   2-8 - Officer was notified about a 
vehicle repossession that was taking 
place in the 600 block of NW 5th 
Ave.   
   2-9 - to the east edge of town for 
a reckless-driving complaint. The 
officer spoke to the driver and ad-
vised him of the complaint. No 
signs of impairment were detected.  
   2-9 - to meet with a resident at the 
Galva Police Department to answer 
questions about a neighborhood 
concern.   
   2-9 - to the 00 block of NE 4th 
Ave. for a civil standby to retrieve 

property.  
   2-9 - to the 100 block of NE 9th 
St. for a loose and aggressive dog. 
Officer was not able to locate the 
dog.  
   2-9 - to the 800 block of NW 3rd 
Ave. for a battery complaint.  
   2-10 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 1100 block of SE 2nd 
St., Leroy Broussard, 23, Hender-
son, Ill., was cited for operating a 
vehicle when registration was sus-
pended for no insurance and operat-
ing an uninsured vehicle. He was 
released with a required court date.  
   2-10 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 300 block of SW 1st 
Ave., Madelin DeJesus, 48, Galva, 
was arrested for improper use of 
registration and operating an unin-
sured vehicle. She was released 
with a required court date.  
   2-10 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a report of a female yelling 
for help. Officer was not able to lo-
cate.  
   2-10 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a suicidal subject. The sub-
ject was taken by ambulance for 
evaluation/treatment.  
   2-11 - to the 800 block of NW 3rd 
Ave. for a complaint involving a 
dog bite.   
   2-11 - to the 300 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a loose dog complaint.   
   2-11 - along with the Galva Fire 
Department several miles west of 
town for a report involving power 
lines arcing.   
   2-11 - to a residence on NE 3rd 
St. for a welfare check on a child.   
   2-11 - to the 1100 block of SE 
2nd St. for a traffic complaint in-
volving a car swerving. Officer was 
not able to locate.  
   2-11 - Hailey Castenada, 26, Ke-
wanee, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 1100 block of SE 
2nd St. 

Property Transfers 
   2-5 - Michael C. Compton to Pa-
tricia G. Compton - Pts Plus Ease. 
Sect 35-12-5 NE and SE - Consid-
eration = $0. 
   2-5 - Brittani and Cyle Davis to 
Tori Robertson - Original Town of 
Wyoming - Block 10 Lots 5 and 6 - 
200 W. Smith St., Wyoming - Con-
sideration = $85,000. 
   2-7 - Alfredo R. and Rita S. Perez 
to Roselene Loritan - Foster's Add'n 
- Block C Lot 11 - 120 1st St., 
Bradford - Consideration = $7,000.



Page 4 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS •  February 16, 2024

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except July 21 and 
Dec. 29) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elmwood, 
IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad and Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - Angie 
Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tuesdays 
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3 
p.m. The Prairie News encourages 
readers to submit news for publi-
cation. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an error 
occured. The Prairie News is an Il-
linois Press Association member.

GUEST VOICES

Newspaper industry may force retirement
   Recently, a retired friend asked if 
I planned to retire anytime soon. It 
was the right question. While I have 
considered retirement, I explained, I 
have no real plans – soon or other-
wise – to do so. 
   But, I added, “The choice may not 
be up to me because I’m in a pro-
fession that might retire on me.” 
   It’s no joke. In the last year alone, 
two newspapers that had long pub-
lished this 
weekly effort 
closed and two 
others quit print-
ing it – after 
nearly 25 years – 
due to bone-deep 
budget cuts. 
   That’s just the 
state of today’s 
newspapers. Ac-
cording to re-
search at Northwestern University’s 
Medill School of Journalism, 360 
U.S. newspapers closed from the 
start of the COVID 19 pandemic 
through mid-2022. 
   If that shutdown rate continued 
through this January, roughly 
another 150 have closed since. 
Which means nearly 3,000 news-
papers, one-fourth of all U.S. news-
papers, have closed since 2005. 
   That clobbering has made print 
journalists nearly as rare as coal 
miners. According to the Pew Re-
search Center, the number of people 
employed by U.S. newspapers 
dropped from 71,000 in 2008 to 
31,000 in 2020. That freefall was 
just slightly better than coal mining 
that, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, lost 46,000 jobs 
since 2012. 
   We inky wretches aren’t the only 

word shakers quaking. Digital and 
print magazine editors are keeping 
their heads low in their office cu-
bicles, too. 
   For example, wrote Ezra Klein in 
the Jan. 21 New York Times, in the 
last few months “Sports Illustrated 
has just laid off most of its staff,” 
and web news giants BuzzFeed and 
Jezebel closed while HuffPo, Vice 
and FiveThirtyEight pared back 
staff and reach. 
   And all continue to lose readers, 
advertising and revenue. The only 
thing all forms of journalism seems 
good at nowadays is bleeding 
money. Ideas to stem the flow are 
many, varied and cheap; actual so-
lutions are rare, hard and costly. 
   A decade ago the best one ap-
peared to be white-knight billion-
aires wanting to own  trophy pieces 
of American journalism. Amazon 
founder Jeff  Bezos (Washington 
Post), biotech investor Dr. Patrick 
Soon-Shiong (Los Angeles Times) 
and software mogul Marc Benioff 
(Time) spent a collective $940 mil-
lion to acquire their shiny jewels. 
   By mid-January 2024, though, 
those Midases were taking a past-
ing, too. According to the Times, 
the three had poured hundreds of 
millions more into their inky rat-
holes before putting their check-
books back into their pockets. 
   Even newspaper royalty isn’t im-
mune. On Feb. 1, Rupert Murdoch’s 
Wall Street Journal laid off 20 jour-
nalists in its Washington, D.C., bu-
reau. 
   “Wealth doesn’t insulate an owner 
from the serious challenges plagu-
ing many media companies,” one 
long-time observer told the Times, 
“and it turns out being a billionaire 

isn’t a predictor for solving those 
problems.” 
   The problem is particularly acute 
in rural America, noted Northwest-
ern’s Nov. 16, 2023 “The State of 
Local News” Report. 
   “Residents in more than half of 
U.S. counties have no, or very lim-
ited, access to a reliable local news 
source – either print, digital or 
broadcast,” it explained. Moreover, 
“There are 204 counties without 
any local news outlet and 1,562 
counties served with only one re-
maining local news source, invari-
ably a weekly newspaper.” 
   And new digital alternatives – re-
gardless of professionalism or ear-
nestness – aren’t a universal 
solution because “many digital 
start-ups have trouble gaining 
enough subscribers and funding to 
achieve long-term sustainability,” 
the report adds. 
   That doesn’t mean newspapers 
can’t make the move to digital; 
many have and more are headed 
that way. A year ago, the report 
noted, “42 of the largest 100 news-
papers (delivered) a print edition six 
or fewer times a week” and 11 of 
those “largest dailies publish in 
printed form only one or two times 
a week.” 
   That future – less ink, more elec-
trons, and fewer journalists – ap-
pears as irreversible as my age. 
     © 2024 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT
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Trenton Cemetery deserves a nod from Masters
   Edgar Lee Masters has got some 
nerve. I believe that, due to his 
“Spoon River Anthology,” a good 
many people are under the mistaken 
impression that the Spoon River 
Valley exists only in Fulton County, 
Illinois. 
   Quite the contrary. The Spoon 
River also flows through the pasto-
ral lands of 
Knox County. I 
can testify to 
that fact, be-
cause my 
mother’s 
people, and I, 
were born and 
raised there. 
   We have a 
cemetery on a 
hill as well – 
known as Spoon River Hill to the 
locals, since it overlooks The 
Mighty Spoon.  
   It’s actually called Trenton Ceme-
tery, after the nearby-but-no-longer-
existing settlement of Trenton 
Corners. 
   Among the souls who lie sleeping 
in this serene location are personal-
ities just as colorful as those de-
scribed by Masters in his 1915 
collection of poems. 

   There are, for instance, my mater-
nal grandma, Ethel Smith Brooks 
Harmison Daniel. And Grandpa 
Cleve Brooks. I’ve written about 
Grandma and Grandpa Brooks in 
my first book, “My Guardian Angel 
and Beating the Reaper with Songs 
and Stories of Forgottonia.”  
   Grandma was a fierce woman 
who buried two husbands and 
chased one off for womanizing. In 
her 70s. She raised five children 
during the Great Depression, dug 
coal out of a hillside to heat her 
home and delivered her second 
child at home, with only her 2-year-
old as midwife. 
   Her mother was Swedish, so she 
had some Viking in her. My mother 
used to say “She was a redhead,” so 
you can infer her temperament. 
More to the point, the stories I 
wrote about Grandma were titled 
“Grandma Wields Her Axe” and 
“Grandma Grabs The Shotgun and 
Men Scatter.” 
   Grandma only had a fifth-grade 
education, but she had a clear un-
derstanding of dramatic visual im-
agery. And her approach to conflict 
resolution may have been extreme, 
but when you’re raising five chil-
dren during the Great Depression 

and your husband is a hunter, 
trapper and bootlegger with a fond-
ness for drink and a sketchy bunch 
of friends, you have to keep him fo-
cused. 
   There are other fascinating figures 
in our Knox County cemetery on a 
hill, including Grandma and 
Grandpa’s youngest child and only 
boy, my uncle Gale, also a hunter, 
trapper and fisherman, and World 
War II hero and POW at the age of 
18.  
   And of course, Trenton is now 
home to one of the most legendary 
of Knox County Spoon River fig-
ures – an outdoorsman extraordi-
naire, dean of the deer room, the 
Catfish King; spinner of yarns; 
master of the green felt, 52-card 
deck and smoke-filled room; Bill-
town baseball hall-of-famer, whose 
sweet wife is his (and my) Wil-
liamsfield classmate: Terry “T-
Bone” Farquer.  
   I hope to have the opportunity to 
share more of these extraordinary 
lives with you in a future issue. 
   Randy Sollenberger is a self-published 
author who lives in Macomb but was born 
and raised around Williamsfield.

Randy 
SOLLENBERGER

    Rambling through central Illi-
nois, pondering how Usher sold 75 
million records.  

•  •  • 
   Recent warm weather sure has 
been nice after that frigid snap, but 
it’s also cause for concern. My indi-
cator plant for early flowering is a 
big star magnolia bush on the west 
side of our house. Gauging by the 
magnolia’s slightly opened buds, 
there will be some flower damage, 
but it doesn’t look too bad, yet. If 
we get many more 60-degree days 
followed by the 
inevitable frosts 
to come, there 
could be real im-
pact on early 
spring bloomers. 
... Many parents 
dream of chil-
dren someday 
earning Division 
I scholarships for 
sports. In all but 
a very few cases, those are pipe 
dreams. Stark County grad Lindley 
Johnston is one such athlete, having 
taken her abundant track skills to 
Murray State. And Brimfield pole 
vaulter Mya Strahm is another of 
those rare elite athletes – a junior 
who has already earned an Illinois 
state title and runner-up medal and 
has committed to attend the Univer-

sity of Tennessee to compete in 
track and field. What’s it take to go 
D-1? A few months ago during an 
indoor practice, Strahm cleared 13 
feet, 7 inches – a state record for Il-
linois girls prep track. 

•  •  • 
   As another basketball season 
nears an end, I’m left with one un-
answered question: What happened 
to mopping the court during breaks 
in the game? Do players no longer 
sweat? Did COVID eliminate the 
need for floor-cleaning? Is there a 
new magic floor wax that dissolves 
dust and hair, two of the many slip-
inducing substances found on the 
hardwood? Seriously, when is the 
last time you saw somebody mop a 
floor at a prep game, even after 
blood, sweat or tears dripped onto 
the surface? ... Don’t get me wrong 
about the Super Bowl halftime 
show. Usher is a skilled roller skater 
and dancer. And maybe it was just 
the sound quality that was poor. But 
Usher is no Prince.  

•  •  • 
   Given that Super Bowls have 
been more painful than enjoyable of 
late, I’ve sought other ways to pass 
Super Sunday. That’s how Acorn 
Sunday was born. Actually, the tim-
ing is right to take acorns out of the 
refrigerator, place them in a south-
facing window and get a jumpstart 

on spring. So last Sunday was spent 
filling 90 pots with peat moss and 
perlite to accomodate a much-re-
duced crop (when not cursing the 
Chiefs). The acorn cutback is due to 
a carryover of 90 trees from last 
year. When bringing acorns out of 
the fridge, you never know what 
you’ll encounter. But with 29 of 31 
chestnuts showing roots and plenty 
of oak acorns ready to hatch, I was 
pleased ... right until overtime 
ended. 

•  •  • 
   Read somewhere that about 1 in 
10 fathers experience depression 
after their baby’s birth. Well, speak-
ing from experience, I can tell you 
that number soars to 10 in 10 before 
the child is full grown. ... Things I’d 
like to see: a beer-drinking contest 
in heaven between Andre the Giant 
and Bill Rucks, the first 7-footer in 
University of Illinois basketball his-
tory. Those big men drank beer out 
of pitchers, not glasses. And don’t 
quote me a German song about no 
beer in heaven. No way God would 
allow that. ... Parting shot: Remind 
me to share the story of a Chicago-
based associate who catches mon-
ster rats with a fishing rod, treble 
hook and peanut-butter-filled 
doughballs. 
    Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040 
or jeff@wklypost.com  

Jeff 
LAMPE

Of early blooms, pole vaults & floor mops



Bradford youth earns 
rank as Eagle Scout 
   BRADFORD – Connor Scott, son 
of Tim and Andrea Scott of Brad-
ford was celebrated at an Eagle 
Scout ceremony held at Bunker Hill 
Church in Buda on Jan. 21.  
   Connor, who attends Bureau Val-
ley High School, earned the rank of 
Eagle Scout after many years of 
scouting, camping and hiking. He 
logged many community hours 
along the way and part of that was 
his final project as a Scout.  
   Connor’s chosen project was to 
develop and build a collection box 
for retired American flags to be 
kept at the Bradford American Le-
gion. He had to develop a plan for 
building the collection box, get ap-
proval from Scout Council and 
American Legion Post 445, and 
gather supplies to build and paint it.  
   He also raised funds to cover 
costs of the box and lead members 
of his Troop in completing the task. 
Connor asked for donations to com-
plete his project and any funds 
raised above his costs were donated 
to the Legion to fund part of their 
remodel project. 
   To make the flag drop off more 
convenient, the red, white, and blue 
collection box will be located just 
outside of the west door of the 
Bradford Legion, except during the 
winter months. 
   At the Eagle Scout ceremony, 
Scoutmaster Ron Scott, Assistant 
Scoutmaster Debi Johnson, and 
former Scoutmaster Tom Ashby all 
spoke in front of the crowd telling 
of Connor’s leadership, and how he 
always conducts himself as a Scout 
should. 

– Angie Stange 

College honors 
   • Abigail Jones of Galva was 

named to the St. Ambrose Univer-
sity fall 2023 Dean’s list (3.5 gpa or 
better). 
Galva Freedom Fest 
holding soup supper 
   GALVA – Galva Freedom Fest 
will hold their 6th annual soup and 
chili supper on Sunday, March 3, 
from 4-6:30 p.m. at the Galva 

American Legion. 
   The menu includes freedom fest 
chili, chicken noodle and cheesy 
potato bacon soups, choice of pie 
and a drink. Call to order for pick-
up during the event at (309) 932-
3520. 
   The cost is a donation which goes 
to put on the July 4 fireworks each 
year in Galva.  

– Carol Townsend
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Pictured above is Connor Scott of Bradford, who recently earned his rank of Eagle Scout.  
Also pictured is the flag retirement drop-off box he completed as a community service proj-
ect, which has been installed at the Bradford American Legion Post 445. 

Pictured above, Tenth Circuit Court Chief 
Judge Kate Gorman (at left) is shown swear-
ing in new Stark County Circuit Court Judge 
Caroline Borden Campion (at right) Tuesday 
morning Feb. 13, 2024 at the Stark County 
Courthouse. The ceremony was witnessed by 
approximately 20 to 25 judges active and re-
tired, plus many witnesses. 

Pictured above, Borden Campion spoke after 
her swearing in and thanked everyone who 
has been a part of her legal career. 



By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The Stark 
County Board met Tues-
day for its scheduled 
monthly meeting and 
passed a resolution to re-
appoint Dale Jackson and 
Jim Robison to three-year 
terms to the county plan-
ning commission. 
   Also passed was a res-
olution concerning past 
closed session meeting 
minutes of the county 
board. The board voted to 
keep these minutes 
closed. 
   An ordinance and res-
olution were passed that 
provides a public trans-
portation agreement be-
tween Marshall and Stark 
Counties. The agreement 
is utilized primarily for 
transporting senior cit-
izens to grocery stores 
and to medical appoint-
ments. 
   The county highway de-
partment report was pre-
sented by road/bridge 
committee member Robin 
Nowlan. County engineer 
Judd Giffin was absent. 
Nowlan said the county’s 
new road grader has had 
problems, but that those 
were resolved, as were 
problems with county 
highway trucks. 

   A special meeting was 
to be scheduled to pass 
this year’s Motor Fuel Tax 
resolution for the county 
and for local townships. 
The special meeting was 
originally posted on the 
Stark County website 
(www. starkcountyilli-
nois.gov) for Feb. 15, but 
is being rescheduled for 
next week. 
   A finance report was 
discussed that was sub-
mitted by County Treas-
urer Paula Leezer. Board 
Chair Kari Bush ex-
pressed concern to Sheriff 
Steven Sloan about more 
than 100 hours of over-
time paid for jail dis-
patchers. Sloan said the 
overtime was due to 
“people being sick.”  
   In his report, Sheriff 
Sloan said that the new 
E911 building is looking 
good and progressing to-
ward a completion date 

this spring. The new radio 
tower is scheduled to be 
built and put in place 
soon. 
   Discussion was held 
about Stark County being 
a non-sanctuary county to 
deter illegal aliens from 
moving into the county. 
Office of Emergency 
Management Chief Dep-
uty Director Ryan Cam-
eron encouraged the 
board not to pass a resolu-
tion banning illegal aliens 
from being bussed into 
the county, because it 
could hinder the county 
from receiving state fund-
ing. 
   Cameron said that if il-
legal aliens are dropped 
off in the county, lawen-
forcement officials should 
be notified. He said those 
officials will contact the 
Office of Emergency 
Management to deal with 
any illegal personnel.  

   The board decided at 
this time that it would not 
develop and pass a resolu-
tion designating Stark 
County as a non-sanctu-
ary county.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF ROGER D. JACOBSON, 
Deceased                                         
No. 2024 PR 13 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Roger D. Jacobson. Letters of 
Office were issued on January 29, 
2024, to Steven D. Jacobson as 
Independent Representative whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, 
LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before August 8, 2024. Any claim 
not filed by that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/ service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
 
Barash & Everett, LLC  

Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 2/2, 2/9, 2/16/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF: SANDRA E. VERDICK,  
Deceased 

No. 2024PR16 
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Sandra E. Verdick. Letters of Office 
were issued on February 1, 2024, 
to Douglas Livingston as 
Independent Executor whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, 
LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, 
or both on or before August 9, 
2024.                  
Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after 
it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 

trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
lp.asp. Or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office. 
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor                                     
P.O. Box 165                                   
Galva, IL  61434                                            
Phone (309) 932-2001                    
everettr@barashlaw.com  
Published 2/9, 2/16, 2/23/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
    HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF: KAREN REDMAN,        
Deceased)                    
No. 2024PR17 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Karen Redman. Letters of Office 
were issued on February 6, 2024, 
to Darci Montoya as Independent 
Executor whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, 
or both on or before August 9, 
2024. 
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after 
it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 

an e-filing provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
lp.asp. Or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office. 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24  

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

COMMUNITY STATE BANK, 
Plaintiff, IN CHANCERY 
    vs.                                               
Case No. 2023 FC 47 
TIMOTHY M. MANNON, FRANK C.  
MANNON, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 
OF     HEALTHCARE AND FAMILY 
SERVICES, UNKNOWN OWNERS 

AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,    
Defendants.                                     

NOTICE OF COURT SALE 
[Code Civ. Proc. §15-1507] 

    PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to a judgment of 
foreclosure entered by the court in 
the above entitled cause, the 
property hereinafter-described, or 
so much thereof as shall be 
sufficient to satisfy said judgment, 
will be sold to the highest bidder. 
 
   1.The name, address, and 
telephone number of the person to 
contact for information regarding 
the real estate is:   
 
    Ben Nelson, Vice President 
    Community State Bank  

    409 Tenney Street 
    P.O. Box 549 
    Kewanee, IL. 61443 
    309-853-8182 
   2. The common address is:  
3815 Elmwood Avenue, Kewanee, 
IL 61443 
   3.The legal description of the real 
estate is: Lot Number Nine (9) of 
Block Number Three (3), in 
Elmwood Addition to the City of 
Kewanee, in the County of Henry 
and State of Illinois       
   4. Description of Improvements: 
None 
   5. The real estate may not be 
inspected prior to sale unless 
arrangements are made. 
   6. The date and time of the sale 
is:  5March 19, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.  
   7. The sale will be conducted by 
the Henry County Sheriff at: 
The first floor of the old wing of 
the Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, IL  
   8. The terms of the sale are: This 
is an “as is” sale for “cash”. The 
successful bidder must deposit 
10% down by certified funds at 
time of sale with balance to be 
paid, by certified funds, in full 
within 24 hours from the time of 
sale upon delivery of possession 
and warranty deed. The subject 
property is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court. Real estate taxes to be 
prorated to date of closing. Any 
statements made at time of sale 
will supersede any previously 
advertised or announced. 
   9. Title will be conveyed subject 
to all general real estate taxes 
which are a lien upon the real 
estate, but have not yet become 
due and payable, and special 
assessments, if any, and 
easements and restrictions of 
record. 
   Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.  
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession 
of the subject premises.  
   If you are the mortgagor 
(homeowner), you have the right 
to remain in possession for 30 
days after entry of an order of 
possession, in accordance with 
Section 15-1701(c) of the Illinois 
Mortgage Foreclosure Law. 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24  

• • • 
ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 

NOTICE 
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
on Friday, February 9, 2024, a 

certificate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of Stark County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post-office addresses of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as HK TRUCKING AND 
EXCAVATING located at 332 
Enterprise Dr. Bradford, IL 61421 
   Dated this 9th day of February 
2024. 
                       /S/ Heather Hollis     
                             County Clerk 
No. 2023ASN-11745 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of CHERYL K. BINGAMAN, 
deceased 
No. 2024PR3 
   Notice is given of the death of 
CHERYL K. BINGAMAN. Letters of 
Office-Independent Executor were 
issued on January 8,2024 to 
Edward R. Fliege, of 406 N. Vail 
Street, Geneseo IL 61254, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Michael E. Massie, of 
Massie & Quick, 1 15 NW 3rd 
Avenue, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or with 
the representatives, or both, within 
six months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. Massie & 
Quick, LLC Attorneys for Estate 
1 15 Northwest Third Avenue 
Galva, IL 61434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24 

• • • 
ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 

NOTICE 
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
on Friday, February 9, 2024, a 
certificate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of Stark County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post-office addresses of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as FLETCHER’S HARD 
TARGET GUN AND AMMUNITION 
SUPPLY located at 10345 
TOWNSHIP RD 71 N. 
PRINCEVILLE, IL 61559. 
   Dated this 9th day of February 
2024. 
                       /S/ Heather Hollis     
                             County Clerk 
No. 2023ASN-11746 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24 
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By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – In a 
long-expected move, na-
tional gun rights organiza-
tions are asking the U.S. 
Supreme Court to over-
turn Illinois’ ban on as-
sault weapons and large 
capacity magazines. 
   In separate petitions 
filed Monday, the Col-
orado-based National As-
sociation for Gun Rights 
and the Nevada-based 
Firearms Policy Coalition 
asked the nation’s high 
court to reverse a decision 
of the 7th Circuit Court of 
Appeals.  
   That court ruled 2-1 in 
November not to issue a 
temporary injunction 
against the law, finding 
that rights guaranteed 
under the Second Amend-
ment of the U.S. Constitu-
tion are not absolute. 
   The gun rights groups 
were among the lead 
plaintiffs in two of the 
many federal lawsuits that 
have been filed beginning 
almost immediately after 
state lawmakers passed 
the ban in January 2023. 
   The ban came in reac-
tion to numerous mass 
shootings around the 
country in which gunmen 
used high-power, rapid-
fire rifles with large ca-
pacity magazines.  
   Among those was a 
2022 mass shooting at a 
Fourth of July parade in 
Highland Park that left 
seven people dead and 
dozens more injured and 

traumatized. 
   The National Associa-
tion for Gun Rights 
backed a suit originally 
filed in the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois challeng-
ing both the statewide ban 
and a local assault 
weapons ban enacted by 
the city of Naperville.  
   In February 2023, a fed-
eral judge in that case re-
fused to grant a 
preliminary injunction 
blocking enforcement of 
the law pending the out-
come of a trial in the case. 
   The Firearms Policy 
Coalition backed a sep-
arate suit in the Southern 
District of Illinois that 
also had support from the 
Illinois State Rifle Associ-
ation and the Second 
Amendment Foundation.  
   A judge there granted a 
preliminary injunction to 

block enforcement of the 
law, saying the ban likely 
violated the Second 
Amendment. 
   Both of those cases, 
along with others, were 
part of a consolidated ap-
peal before a three-judge 
panel of the 7th Circuit, 
which ruled 2-1 in No-
vember not to block en-
forcement of the law.  
   Another petition seeking 
to overturn an assault 
weapons ban in Maryland 
was filed Feb, 9. The 
court has not yet an-
nounced whether it will 
hear any of the appeals. 
   Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment. It is distributed to hun-
dreds of newspapers, radio and 
TV stations statewide. It is 
funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Rob-
ert R. McCormick Foundation. 

Groups seek court review of gun ban



Benjamin R. Howes 
   BETTENDORF – Benjamin R. 
Howes, 32, of Bettendorf, Iowa, 
died Friday, Feb. 2, 2024, at his 
home. 
   Benjamin was born Feb. 5, 1991, 
in Princeton, the 
son of Bob and 
Carol (Jacobs) 
Howes. He mar-
ried Sarah Can-
non on Feb. 9, 
2019, in Betten-
dorf.  
   Benjamin was a 
2014 graduate of 
St. Ambrose University and was 
employed at John Deere. He loved 
music, dirt bikes, playing the drums 
and watching the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and Los Angeles Lakers. 
He also loved spending time at his 
family cabin in Wisconsin. 
   He is survived by his wife, Sarah 
Howes, of Bettendorf; his parents, 
Bob and Carol Howes, of Walnut; 
two sisters, Abbey (Jeramy VanLan-
duit) Howes of Tampico and Sarah 
Howes of Wyanet; one brother, 
Beau (Nicole) Howes of Holly 
Ridge, N.C.; maternal grandmother, 
Marjorie Jacobs of Walnut; and his 
paternal grandparents, Doug (Mary) 
Hansen of Walnut and Tom Howes 
of Bradford. 
   He was preceded in death by his 
maternal grandfather, Albert Jacobs; 
his aunt, Ruth Howes-Palacios; and 
his good friend, Johnny Pogliano. 
   A visitation was to be held on 
Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024, from 5– 7 
p.m. at the Garland Funeral Home 
in Walnut.  A graveside service was 
to be on Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024, at 
10 a.m. at Walnut Cemetery with 
Reverend Philip Fischaber officiat-
ing. 
   A memorial has been established. 
   Online condolences may be sent 
to www.garlandfuneralhomes.com. 

Patricia A. Robbins 
   DUNLAP – Patricia Ann Rob-
bins, 86, of Dunlap, passed away on 
Monday, Feb. 12, 2024.  
   She was born on Aug. 6, 1937, in 
Peoria, to the late Ivan and Marga-
ret (Hargadine) 
Ruse. On Dec. 7, 
1957, she mar-
ried Lloyd Wen-
dell Robbins in 
Peoria. He pre-
ceded her in 
death on July 20, 
2003. 
    Survivors in-
clude three children, Jill Robbins 
Rosen of Broad Run, Va., Jacque-
line (Richard) Deibner of Wyo-
ming, Ill., and James (Julie) 
Robbins of Great Mills, Md.; nine 
grandchildren, Brian Arthur (Chris-
tianna) Coss, Daniel Lee Coss, 
Christaan Lloyd Deibner, Lindsey 
Edwin (Kristi) Deibner, Travis 
McKensie (Brittney) Deibner, Wes-
leyan Richard (Nola) Deibner, 
Katherine Margaret (Alex) Moss, 
Jacob Lloyd Robbins and Joshua 
James Robbins; and 15 great-grand-
children. 
   Pat graduated in 1955 from Wyo-
ming Community High School. She 
was active in the FHA, Drama and 
Wy-Hi Booster Clubs. She was the 
art editor and played clarinet in the 
band.   
   Patricia worked as a secretary for 
Rennick Law Offices before marry-
ing her high-school sweetheart in 
1957. Following marriage, she ded-
icated herself to caring for her 
family and managing the family 
farm she inherited from her late par-
ents. Together, she and Lloyd en-
joyed traveling and being part of 
their communities in both Texas 
and Tennessee where they were ac-
tive in the HOAs and the establish-
ment of the volunteer fire 

department.   
   After Lloyd’s death, she moved to 
Dunlap, Ill., to be near family. She 
enjoyed being involved with others, 
visiting her family and was active 
as the vice president of the Fields of 
Hickory Grove Condo Association 
for many years.  
   Her funeral service will be at 1 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 19, 2024, at 
Haskell Funeral and Cremation 
Services in Wyoming. Visitation 
will be one hour prior to the service 
at the funeral home. Rev. Glenn 
Corbly will officiate. Burial will 
follow at Pleasant Valley Cemetery 
in rural Wyoming.  
   Memorial contributions can be 
made to the Penn Township Ceme-
tery Fund.  
   Condolences may be left for Pa-
tricia’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Nancy A. Puskar 
   KEWANEE – Nancy Ann Puskar, 
74, of Kewanee, died Feb. 8, 2024, 
at OSF St. Francis Medical Center 
in Peoria.  
   She was born on Aug. 25, 1949, 
in Springfield. She married Leo 
“Sonny” Puskar Jr. on Dec. 19, 
1969, in Toulon and he preceded 
her in death on Aug. 1, 2007.  
   She is survived by two sons, Leo 
Puskar III and James (Valerie) Pus-
kar, both of Kewanee; two daugh-
ters, Sherry (Reuben) Israel of 
Rockford and Michelle Puskar of 
Kewanee; four grandchildren; and a 
great-granddaughter on the way. 
   Nancy was a graduate of Toulon 
High School and Black Hawk East. 
She had worked at Excel Leather 
Factory and was also a homemaker.    
   Cremation will be accorded and 
graveside services will be held at 
Pleasant View Cemetery at a later 
date.  
   Rux Funeral Home is assisting the 
family with arrangements.  

Howes Robbins
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Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
Galva Congregational Church 

 Pastor Marshall Jones 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

309-695-4523 leave message 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113 
309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 

newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 

 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 



   The Illinois High School Associa-
tion announced Wednesday that girls 
flag gootball will be the latest sport 
to debut an IHSA State Series. 
   The IHSA will conduct its inaugu-
ral postseason this fall, culminating 
with girls flag football state finals 
Oct. 11-12. 
   So far, more than 100 schools have 
committed to participate in the inau-
gural season of girls flag football. 
The IHSA says nearly 40 other 
schools have said they anticipate 
fielding a team in 2025.  
   “The addition of girls flag football 
furthers the IHSA mission of creating 
participation opportunities for high 
school students in Illinois,” said 
IHSA Executive Director Craig An-
derson. “The sport has experienced 
significant growth in a short amount 
of time, and our member schools are 
excited to see it become an IHSA 
sport.  
   “The Chicago Public Schools Ath-
letic Administration and the Chicago 
Bears both deserve significant praise 
for their grassroots efforts in shep-
herding and supporting the growth of 
girls flag football in Illinois.” 
   The IHSA Board of Directors ap-
proved the girls flag football state 

series during its regularly scheduled 
meeting on Feb. 4. The IHSA will 
offer a State Series in 40 total sports 
and activities in 2024-25, in addition 
to its Wheelchair Basketball Tourna-
ment, Unified games via its partner-
ship with Special Olympics, and 
Athletes with Disabilities divisions in 
multiple sports. 
   “It is important for the IHSA to 
continue to adapt to the interests of 
our students and schools,” said Dan 
Tully, the principal at Notre Dame 
College Prep in Niles and president 
of the IHSA board. “Girls flag foot-
ball is somewhat unprecedented in 
terms of its growth and timeline for 

achieving an IHSA State Series. We 
are enthusiastic about how much has 
been accomplished in such a short 
amount of time, and expect that par-
ticipation will continue to increase in 
the years ahead.” 
   Girls flag football joins a growing 
list of sports and activities that have 
recently conducted its inaugural 
IHSA state series, including girls 
wrestling (2022), Esports (2022), 
boys and girls lacrosse (2018) and 
competitive dance (2013).  
   The CPL conducted a postseason 
tourney in 2021, which was won by 
Back of the Yards High School. The 
CPL and Chicago Bears then joined 
together to host a state championship 
event at Halas Hall in 2022 and 
2023, with Willowbrook and Lane 
Tech high schools winning state 
championships, respectively.  
   An IHSA advisory committee has 
met twice previously and will look to 
finalize the rulebook and structure of 
the state series at upcoming meet-
ings. The IHSA will also create a 
request for proposals in order to find 
sites interested in hosting the state fi-
nals. Individuals interested in be-
coming officials can begin licensing 
on May 1, 2024. 
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IHSA adding girls flag football as sport in fall

SPORTS: Galva, Stark Co. girls lose in regionals
a home game at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 19 
against 10th-seeded Peru St. Bede. 
   Regional semifinals are Feb. 21 
and the title game is Feb. 23, all at 
Wethersfield. Lanark Eastland is the 
top seed in the sub-sectional. 
   Galva Girls – Galva (5-20) lost to 
Monmouth United on Feb. 10 in the 
first-round of postseason play. Play-
ing at United in the quarterfinals of 
the Class 1A Annawan Regional, 
Galva lost 40-20. 
   Prior to that, Galva had ended its 
regular season with a 38-37 over-
time win at home against Orion. 
   Ava Strom had five of her team-

high 25 points in overtime. Galva 
also got six points from Addison 
Yepsen. 
   Stark County Girls – The Lady 
Rebels (3-26) lost to Elmwood in 
the first-round of postseason play, 
54-18. The game was part of the 
Class 1A Princeville Regional, but 
was played at Elmwood. 
   Kenna Newton led Stark County 
with seven points, Payten Hillier 
added five and Sophie Finnegan 
scored four.  
   Elsewhere – LTC girls teams put 
on a strong showing in early rounds 
of regional action. 
   At Princeville on Monday, Kewa-

nee Wethersfield beat Elmwood, 
42-36. Elmwood was without three 
of its top seven players from earlier 
this year, when the Lady Trojans 
won 50-30 vs. Wethersfield on Nov. 
25. Huffman led Wethersfield with 
15 points, all on 3-pointers, and 
Kennady Anderson scored all 10 of 
her points in the fourth quarter, in-
cluding four key free throws to 
close out the win after Elmwood 
got to within 38-26 with 1:29 re-
maining. ... Also at Princeville, 
Abingdon-Avon upset top-seed 
West Central, 57-37. ... And Anna-
wan rolled through its semifinal at 
home, topping Ridgewood, 72-39.

Continued from Page 12

SERVICES 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. 
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call 
today (309) 565-4300. 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: 
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including 
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting 
and electrical, by Denny Miller. 
Over 25 years of experience. We 
also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs wel-
come! Call me at (309) 995-
3364.

CLASSIFIEDS

Lane Tech won a Chicago Public League flag 
football championship in 2023 at the Chi-
cago Bears’ Halas Hall. Photo courtesy of 
the IHSA.
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By NICK VLAHOS and JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   Stark County led to begin the fourth 
quarter Tuesday night, but host Abing-
don-Avon eked out a 43-42 Lincoln Trail 
Conference boys basketball victory. 
   The Rebels (18-11, 8-2 LTC) broke 
from a 23-23 halftime tie and were ahead 
32-29 after three quarters. But they wer-
en’t able to break open the game, accord-
ing to Stark County Coach Dusty 
Browning. His team missed a last-sec-
ond shot. 
   Ross Saner had 11 points for Stark 
County, and Matthew Bowser scored 10. 
   On Feb. 9, Stark County ended its reg-
ular-season home schedule on a more 
positive note all the way around.  
   The Rebels beat Monmouth United 57-
30 in the culmination of a fundraiser for 
Stark County teacher and coach Katina 
Hegwood, who is battling cancer. The ef-
fort raised more than $21,000, which 
was presented to Hegwood’s family in 
the form of an oversized check. 
   “There was a big crowd at the game on 
an already emotional night,” Browning 
stated. “I was worried that it was going 
to be an early factor, but we played very 
well from the start and the game was 
really never in doubt.” 
   Stark County led 33-11 at intermission 
of that LTC game. Luke Rewerts and 
Saner each had 11 points overall, and 
Connor Wagenbach scored 10. 
   United also is the Stark County oppo-
nent in its Class 1A regional opener, set 
for 6 p.m. Feb. 19 in Toulon. The Rebels 
are seeded fifth in their Abingdon sub-
sectional and are assigned to a regional 
at Williamsfield. United is the 11th seed. 

   Regional semifinals and the champion-
ship game are Feb. 21 and 23, respec-
tively, all at Billtown.  
   Stark County ended the regular season 
Thursday night with an LTC game at 
Princeville, which is the top seed in the 
sub-sectional. 
      Galva Boys – Heading into its regular-
season finale Thursday night at home 
against Kewanee Wethersfield, Galva 
lost its previous two LTC games. 
   Knoxville defeated Galva 56-45 on 
Tuesday night. The Wildcats (8-20, 1-9) 
also lost Feb. 9 to league-leading Mercer 
County, 63-35. Blake Stahl had 22 points 
for Galva. A nonconference game sched-
uled for Monday night at DePue was 
canceled. 
   Galva received the ninth seed in its 
Class 1A Hanover sub-sectional and was 
assigned to the Wethersfield Regional. 
The Wildcats open their postseason with 

Emotional evening 
Rebels win at culmination of Hegwood fundraiser

The Prairie News Sports

Continued on Page 11

Senior Luke Rewerts (left) poses with Stark 
County Coach Dusty Browning after topping the 
1,000-point mark for his basketball career during 
a Jan. 27 game.
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