
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – A March 4 
trial date was vacated for 
Matthew R. Shipp, 19, of 
rural Toulon during an ap-
pearance in Stark County 
Circuit Court on 
Feb. 2. 
   Shipp’s attorney 
requested that the 
March 4 date be 
vacated. No trial 
date has been re-
scheduled. 
   Shipp’s attorney, 
Mark Johnson, of 
Bloomington, and the 
state’s prosecutor, Shanti 
Kulkarni, both appeared 
before Circuit Judge Paul 
E. Bauer by Zoom for the 
motion hearing and 
scheduling conference. 
   A petition for Shipp’s 
release from custody was 
not acted upon in court at 
the defense counselor’s 

request. Shipp has been in 
custody since his arrest on 
Nov. 15, 2023.  
   The state requested at 
that time that Shipp not be 
released and that request 
was granted. 

   It was also stated 
in court that Shipp 
has completed a 
court-ordered sex-
offender’s eval-
uation. 
   Shipp’s defense 
learned during this 
court appearance 
that the state has 

more information associ-
ated with his case. That 
information was not dis-
cussed during this court 
date. The defense and 
prosecuting parties will 
have ongoing negotiations 
and discovery exchanges 
regarding the new infor-
mation. 
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Wyoming raises sewer rates for work at wastewater plant
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
    WYOMING – Sewer rates 
will increase by $6 for Wyoming 
residents. 
   The City Council approved 
raising the current $16.50 
monthly charge for its sewer rate 
by $6 to $22.50 per month. The 
Wyoming City Council approved 
the increase Tuesday at a meet-
ing that was rescheduled from 
January. 
   The council voted unanimously 
for the resolution increase to pay 
for expenses associated with the 

operation and maintenance of the 
wastewater treatment plant. Al-
derperson Jim Mercer was ab-
sent, but Dan Hardman, Steve 
Hansard, Dave Rumbold, Dave 
Lindahl and Ginger Carlyle 
voted “yes.”  
   The sewer rate was last in-
creased two years ago according 
to the council. 
   Also passed was an ordinance 
that approved a sewage dumping 
license and setting of fees plus 
regulations.  
   “We should get $50 per (com-
mercial dump) and $25 for per-

sonal dumping,” Mayor Pat 
Maher said.  
   The $50 would be charged to 
commercial contractors to dump 
their sewage into Wyoming’s 
wastewater treatment plant. The 
$25 would be charges for motor 
homes to dump sewage. Hours 
are from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
   “Violation of this ordinance 
shall be punishable by fine only, 
not to exceed $750 per incident 
in addition to civil damages and 
revocation of the license,” ac-
cording to the ordinance. 
   In addition, two resolutions 

concerning the wastewater treat-
ment plant passed. One author-
ized an Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency loan disburse-
ment for $26,050 to Leander 
Construction and the Farnsworth 
Group LLC for work performed 
to refurbish the plant. 
   Also passed was a change order 
adding an additional float to the 
RAS pump station at the waste-
water treatment plant, a $1,292 
charge by Leander Construction. 
The float will prevent flooding of 
the wet well. 
   The council then passed a res-

olution to purchase new replace-
ment filters for the reverse osmo-
sis system at Wyoming’s city 
water plant for $135,112. These 
will be purchased from Harn R/O 
Systems. Inc. of Venice, Fla. 
   According to water/sewer con-
tractor Kurt Downie, the filters 
are 13 years old and in serious 
condition that warrants their re-
placement to provide clean, 
drinkable water. It could take up 
to 14 weeks to receive the filters 
after the order is received, a Harn 
representative wrote. 

Continued on Page 2

WELCOME WETNESS

By RHIANNON BRANCH 
FarmWeek 

   Welcomed precipitation across 
most of the state in late January 
contributed to what has been a slow 
journey to recovery from the 2023 
drought. 
   Illinois received an average of 
4.25 inches of precipitation Jan. 1-
29, which was 2.53 inches above 
normal, the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) Illinois 
field office reported. The active pat-
tern created some flooding issues 
and extremely muddy conditions. 
   “We made up some serious 
ground in drought relief over the 
last few weeks in southern Illinois,” 
State Climatologist Trent Ford told 
FarmWeek. “Deep-layer soil and 

water table levels are still much 
below average, but they’re improv-
ing.” 
   Looking back on a rollercoaster 
crop season, a dry start to summer 
pushed the entire state into drought 
by late June and while timely 
summer rains limited significant 
row crop impacts, a dry fall re-
ignited the drought causing low 

water levels on the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers. 
   The tables turned again in Janu-
ary. 
   Ford said levels on the Missis-
sippi River between Cairo and 
Memphis, Tennessee, have in-
creased 10 to 15 feet in some areas 
over the past couple of weeks.      

Continued on Page 2

Wet January 
aids recovery 
from drought 

Many fields across Illinois, such as this one in Mason County, received above-average pre-
cipitation last month, which created some flooding issues. Photo by Catrina Rawson.

Continued on Page 2

Shipp trial vacated 
No date set to replace March 4 trial

Shipp
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WET WEATHER: Topsoil moisture better

WYOMING: Ribbon-cutting on Saturday
   During his report, Eco-
nomic Development Direc-
tor Denny Rewerts said 
four businesses will be lo-
cated in the attorney’s of-
fice building on West 
Williams Street.  
   Those businesses are 
Yellow Dog Spa, an Illi-
nois Department of Trans-
portation office (for one 
year), Attorney Michael 
Evans and “Society 
Groups” – a non-profit 

entity that was not ex-
plained at the meeting. 
   There will be a ribbon-
cutting ceremony for The 
Vintage Rose, a new bou-
tique business in Wyo-
ming, Saturday at 10 a.m. 
Also, the city will hold a 
retreat meeting on March 
2 from 8 a.m. to noon to 
discuss Wyoming’s future. 
   Finally, the city council 
approved a $1,000 dona-
tion to the Stark County 
Elementary School Par-
ents’ Club for its March 9 
auction to help raise funds 

for a playground equip-
ment project. The auction 
will be held at Orwig’s 
Auction and Event 
Center, east of Toulon on 
Grain Bin Road. 
   A $500 donation was 
approved for the sixth An-
nual Stark County 4H 
Equine Speed Show July 

26-27 at the Stark County 
Fairgrounds in Wyoming. 
The event will feature 
horse barrel racing and 
other competitive events. 
   Wyoming Police Chief 
Jim Tiller reported there 
were three reports, two 
warrants and 17 calls to 
the police department. 

   April 12 was set for 
Shipp’s next court appear-
ance for a status hearing. 
Attorneys were again 

given permission to ap-
pear by Zoom by Judge 
Bauer. Shipp remains in 
custody at the Henry 
County Jail in Cambridge. 
   Shipp was initially 
charged in November 
2023 with five counts of 
distributing child pornog-
raphy. In December 2023, 
he was charged by the 
state with five additional 
Class X counts of distrib-
uting child pornography.  
   Each Class X felony 
count is punishable by up 
to 30 years in prison.

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

SHIPP: Court date April 12

   While significant rainfall is encour-
aging, it will take a lot more to reach 
normal river levels due to the inten-
sity of drought experienced across 
the entire Midwest last year. 
   Meanwhile, some bodies of water, 
including the Illinois and Rock 
rivers, reached or surpassed flood 
stage last week. Ice jams also con-
tributed to flooding issues in places. 
   A similar story can be told for soil 
moisture levels across the state. Ford 
said there has been significant pro-
gress replenishing moisture, but 
especially in southern and western Il-
linois, two years of drought have 
dried up deeper level soils. 
   “For example, our well at the water 
survey site in Belleville, the water 

tables are still 10 feet deeper than 
what we typically expect this time of 
year,” he said. 
   Topsoil moisture supply ranked 
57% adequate, 39% surplus and just 
4% short statewide as of Jan. 28, ac-
cording to NASS. 
   February is usually the driest 
month of the year, so Ford is not ex-
pecting much help in the near term.     
   “The biggest determinant for crop 
impacts from drought is how much 
rain falls in spring and summer,” 
Ford said. “So even if we come in 
with fairly dry soils in the spring, if 
we get enough rain this summer, 
there won’t be that many impacts.” 
   On the flip side, if there is a dry 
pattern in the spring and summer, 
Ford said Illinois remains in a vulner-

able state for drought, but that does 
not mean a repeat of 2023 is certain. 
   “Because there isn’t a strong signal 
pointing to drought in spring and 
summer, I’m not overly concerned at 
this time,” he said. “The 2023 
drought was not predicted very well 
more than a few weeks out, so we’ll 
have to wait and see what weather 
we get come April and May.” 
   At the end of January, the U.S. 
Drought Monitor showed parts of 
western Illinois and the entire south-
ern third of the state were experienc-
ing abnormally dry conditions with 
18% in moderate drought. 
   This story was distributed through a co-
operative project between Illinois Farm Bu-
reau and the Illinois Press Association. For 
more food and farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com. 

Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic Citations & 
Ordinance Violations 
   1-24 - Cole N. Cook - Driving 15-
20 mph above limit. 
   1-25 - Susan L. Hendricks - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   1-25 - Jeremy M. Andrzejewski - 
Unlicensed. 
   1-29 - Shelli J. Trone - Driving 15-
20 mph above limit. 

Misdemeanors  
& Felonies 
   1-26 - Criminal misdemeanor - An-
drew W. Szparkowski - Possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 
   2-1 - Criminal misdemeanor - An-
drew W. Szparkowski - Criminal 
trespass to a building (Toulon Public 
Library). 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   1-13 - A Victoria man reported no 
injuries after his vehicle struck a 
snowplow west of LaFayette. Shortly 
after 2:30 p.m., 52-year-old Gregory 
M. Jurgensen was driving a 2018 
Ram 1500 pickup truck south in the 
2400 block of Illinois Route 180 and 
noticed snowdrifts in his lane. Jur-
gensen then began to drive south in 
the northbound lane, according to a 
Knox County Sheriff’s Office report. 
   As his vehicle crested a hill, Jur-
gensen saw a northbound Illinois De-
partment of Transportation plow 
driven by Scott A. Hopping, 51, of 
Galesburg. Jurgensen tried to return 
to the southbound lane, but lost con-
trol of his vehicle, which spun and 
struck the plow. 
   The pickup truck sustained damage 
to its rear driver’s-side bumper and 
taillight. Both vehicles were driven 
from the scene. 
   1-17 - A deer-related vehicle acci-
dent occurred on Wallace Highway 
north of Toulon. The driver was 
Robin R. Nowlan, 65, of Toulon. No 
injuries were reported but the 2019 
Chevrolet pickup truck sustained 
damage over $1,500.  
   1-27 -A deer-related vehicle acci-
dent occurred on Route 17 approx-
imately one-half mile east of 450E. 
Driver was Armando R. Gonzoles, 
33, of Toulon. No injuries were re-
ported but the 2011 Nissan vehicle 
sustained damage over $1,500.  
   1-29 - A possible harassment and or 
threat complaint was received from a 
Toulon resident in the 500 block of 
W. Main St.. Authorities reported the 
incident was a civil complaint.  
   1-30 - A traffic stop netted charges 
on two individuals including Kristin 
R. Chapman, 27, Peoria, on an out-
standing Tazewell County warrant. 
She was taken into custody and 
transported to Tazewell County Jail. 
Also cited was Cory L. Ford Jr., 32, 
of Peoria, for driving on a suspended 
registration, driving a vehicle with no 
insurance, speeding and illegal trans-
portation of adult-use cannabis in a 
motor vehicle. He was issued a no-
tice to appear in court.  
   1-30 - James A. Graves, of rural 
Wyoming, reported criminal damage 
to property after finding damage to 
his fence by an unknown vehicle.  
   1-31 – Zachary D. Beintema, 39, 
Brimfield, cited for speeding 66 mph 
in a 55 zone, driving on expired reg-
istration and illegal transportation of 
adult-use cannabis in a vehicle.  
   1-31 – A Toulon resident in the 900 
block of W. Clinton St. reported 
computer harassment and or threats. 
   2-3 - At 5:30 p.m., Lindsey M. 

Mackie, 33, of Galva was driving a 
northbound 2015 Chevrolet Tahoe in 
the 1800 block of Knox Highway 28 
north of Williamsfield when the ve-
hicle struck a deer. The vehicle sus-
tained damage to its driver’s-side 
fender and bumper but was drivable. 

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   1-29 - to the 100 block of SW 4th 
St. for a loose-dog complaint. Officer 
was not able to capture the dog, 
which returned to a porch in the 300 
block of SW 3rd St.  
   1-29 - to the 300 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. It 
was returned to its owner, who was 
advised of the Illinois leash laws.  
   1-29 - to a business in the 00 block 
of SW 2nd St. to recover contraband 
found at this location. This remains 
under investigation. 
   1-29 - Scott Ford, 47, Media, cited 
for speeding in the 1100 block of SE 
2nd St. 
   1-30 - to 100 block of N. Exchange 
St. to remove an unwanted subject 
after a verbal disturbance.  
   1-30 - to 00 block of NE 4th St. for 
a subject having a mental-health cri-
sis and calling Henry County dis-
patch repeatedly.  
   1-30 - Nicole Barry, 40, Galesburg, 
was issued citations for failure to se-
cure new registration upon transfer of 
ownership and having expired regis-
tration in the 900 block of SE 2nd St.  
   1-31 - to 300 block of Front St. to 
check on a suspicious vehicle that 
was occupied and had been parked 
there for a few hours. The subject 
was tired and pulled over for a nap.  
   1-31 - After a semi-tractor trailer 
got stuck in the shoulder of the road 
in the 1000 block of SE 2nd St., 
Randy Isaman, 57, of Burlington, 
Iowa, was arrested for improper op-
eration of a commercial motor ve-
hicle for not having a valid CDL. He 
was released with a court date.   
   1-31 - to the 200 block of SW 5th 
St. for a physical altercation and to 
remove an unwanted subject. A re-
port was forwarded to the state’s at-
torney for review of charges.  
   2-1 - along with the fire depart-
ment, Stark County Medic and the 
Henry County Sheriff’s Office to a 
semi-tanker truck rollover accident 
on Route 34 near 2400 E. The driver 
was flown by helicopter to a Peoria 
area hospital for treatment.  
   2-1 - to the 800 block of NE 3rd 
Ave. for a wild-animal complaint in-
volving a sick or injured raccoon. 
The animal was relocated.  
   2-1 - to the 00 block of NE 4th St. 
after multiple death threats were re-
ceived by Henry County dispatch. 
The suspect was detained and trans-
ported to Robert Young Mental 
Health Center in Moline.  
   2-1 - Henry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice was dispatched to 00 block of 
NE 4th Ave. for an altercation. As a 
result, Justin Slichenmyer, 34, and 
Bryce Shores, 27, both of Galva, 
were arrested for aggravated battery 
and transported to Henry County jail.  
   2-2 - along with Stark County 
Medic and the fire department to 
Route 34 west of town for a single-
vehicle accident with unresponsive 
driver. The subject was transported 
by ambulance for treatment.  
   2-3 - While patrolling, an officer 
went to the 100 block of NE 9th St. 
after locating an unlicensed vehicle. 
Donald Ensley, 37, Galva, was issued 
an administrative warning ticket for 
violating the city’s vehicle ordinance. 

   2-3 - to assist Kewanee Police De-
partment locate a suicidal subject in 
the Galva area. The subject was ulti-
mately located in Geneseo.  
   2-3 - Officer and K9 partner as-
sisted Henry County with several 
traffic stops near Galva.  
   2-4 - to the Exchange St. railroad 
tracks for a crossing-arm malfunc-
tion. BNSF was contacted.  
   2-4 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 00 block of SE 3rd St., Alex 
Muller, 38, Galesburg, was arrested 
for driving while license suspended 
and operating an uninsured vehicle. 
He was transported to the police de-
partment for processing and released 
with a court date.  
   2-4 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St. 
for a theft report.  
   2-4 - Patrick Hammons, 67, Galva, 
cited for expired registration in the 
800 block of SE 2nd St. 

Property Transfers 
   1-26 - Donna L. Lee, Diane S. 
Pearson, David A. Price, David A. 
Price, Succ. Trustee and Denise J. 
Turnbull to Diane S.and Thomas L. 
Pearson - Pts 26-13-5 SE - Consider-
ation = $0. 
   1-26 - Donna L. Lee, Diane S. 
Pearson, David A. Price, David A. 
Price, Succ. Trustee and Denise J. 
Turnbull to Donna L. Lee - Pt 24-13-
5 NW and Pt 26-13-5 NE - Consider-
ation = $0. 
   1-26 - Donna L. Lee, Diane S. 
Pearson, David A. Price, David A. 
Price, Succ. Trustee and Denise J. 
Turnbull to Denise J. and Donald C. 
Turnbull - Pt Sect. 34-13-5 NW - 
Consideration = $0. 
   1-26 - Donna L. Lee, Diane S. 
Pearson, David A. Price, David A. 
Price, Succ. Trustee and Denise J. 
Turnbull to David A. and Debra J. 
Price, Trustees - Pts 26-13-5 NE and 
Pt 27-13-5 SW - Consideration = $0. 
   1-29 - Simpson Schott Properties 
LLC to First Schott Estates LLC - 
Original Town of Toulon - Pt Block 6 
Lots 6,7,10 - 213 W. Main St. and 
221 W. Main St., Toulon - Considera-
tion = $7,000. 
   1-29 - Stephanie L. and Thomas L. 
Hatch to Stephanie L. and Thomas L. 
Hatch - Pts Sect 34-12-7 SE - 15887 
Twp Rd. 00 N. Speer - Consideration 
= $0. 
   1-30 - Danny E. Fidler, Co-Exec., 
Marian L. Fidler Estate, and Peggy I. 
Piper, Co-Exec. to John W. and Nata-
lie B. Carroll - Pts Assr’s Sub Sect 1-
12-6 NW - Giles C. Dana’s Add’n Pt 
Block 11 Lot 1 - 311 W. Smith St., 
Wyoming - Consideration = $90,000. 
   1-30 - Holly L. Gillam to Chad E. 
Gillam - Original Town of Wyoming 
- Pt Block 5 Lots 2and3 - Considera-
tion = $0. 
   1-30 - Terri Sue Sipes to Jayce D. 
and Sarah B. Miller - Original Town 
of Toulon - Pt Block 4 Lots 2and3 - 
219 N. Henderson St., Toulon - Con-
sideration = $84,000. 
   1-31 - Denise A. and Philip L. 
Schaffer, Trustees to Denise A. and 
Philip L. Schaffer, Trustees - Pt Sect. 
17-12-7 SW and Pt Plus Easements 
Sect. 32-13-6 SE - Consideration = 
$0. 
   1-31 - Grace R. Swearingen, 
Trustee to Clara and Thomas J. 
Swearingen - John H. Drawyer’s 
Add’n - Pts Lot 13 - 119 Silver St., 
Bradford - Consideration = $70,000. 
   1-31 - Bethany Baptist Church of 
Peoria to Charles E. and Karen E. 
Curry - Pt Lt 5 Assr’s Sub Sect. 2-12-
6 NE - 406 S. Sixth St., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $0.
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GUEST VOICES

America’s love-hate relationship with China
     There’s a joke about my fellow 
Baby Boomers making the rounds 
that goes something like this: In the 
1960s, Boomers didn’t trust anyone 
over 30 but as soon as they reached 
their 60s, they didn’t trust anyone 
under 30. 
   American farmers and ranchers 
have nearly the same dynamic with 
China: As long as its people and 
companies buy our soybeans, beef, 
pork and corn, 
we love each 
and every one of 
them and their 
dollar-stuffed 
wallets. 
   When Chinese 
companies or 
citizens start 
buying our farm-
land, technology 
and businesses, 
however, our farm leaders and pol-
iticians call them every name under 
the sun except “customer” or “in-
vestor.” 
   American farmers and ranchers 
aren’t alone in their sometimes-
sunny, oftentimes-dark view of 
China and its political – and pos-
sibly nefarious – role in interna-
tional markets.  
   New York University business 
professor and popular podcaster 
Scott Galloway sees TikTok, the 
popular, China-based social media 
platform used by nearly 145 million 
Americans, as “the ultimate propa-
ganda tool.” 
   Galloway, who has often de-
scribed TikTok as the most add-
ictive social media platform he’s 
ever seen, adds that China “would 
be dumb ‘not to put their finger on 
the scales’” to make “the West look 

bad.” 
   Over 30 U.S. states have that 
same concern; 10 have banned state 
employees from loading the app on 
state-owned electronic devices and 
20-plus (the number keeps growing) 
are considering legislation to do so. 
India, the world’s most populous 
country, banned TikTok after its 
user numbers nationwide hit 190 
million. 
   Many in U.S. agriculture see 
China’s growing presence in our 
business and political arenas as 
even more sinister. For example, in 
2023, 10 states enacted “restrictions 
on the ability of land purchases by 
foreign nationals,” according to 
MultiState, a lobbying firm that op-
erates throughout the U.S. 
   While only one of those states, Al-
abama, enacted its law against 
China specifically, five other states 
did direct their new laws against 
American “adversaries such as 
China, North Korea, Russia and 
Iran.”  
   Presently, 19 states have intro-
duced some form of foreign land-
ownership ban in their statehouses. 
   While all this worrying and ban-
ning has been going on, China spent 
most of 2023 learning one of cap-
italism’s biggest lessons: Economic 
growth isn’t an endless ride upward. 
Even though the Chinese economy 
did, in fact, grow last year, its rise 
was the smallest since 1990, noted 
The Wall Street Journal. 
   Leading the slowdown was real 
estate. Sales as measured by square 
footage were down a calamitous 
23% in 2023.  
   Worse, in mid-January a Chinese 
court ordered Evergrande, one of 
China’s largest real estate devel-

opers, to liquidate its crumbling 
$300 billion “debt mountain.” 
   Additionally, more signs of com-
ing weakness – deflation, falling 
stock markets (as U.S. stock indices 
hit record highs) and flagging con-
sumer spending – suggest China is 
well on the path to becoming the 
next Japan, a global powerhouse 
that’s about to stumble for years as 
it juggles too much debt, a declin-
ing population and flagging ex-
ports. 
   While those deepening signs of 
trouble suggest Xi Jinping, China’s 
70 year-old president, will surely 
spend more time on domestic pol-
itics to maintain power and order, 
other experienced China watchers 
think Xi will work even harder to 
lower tensions between his nation 
and the U.S. 
   In fact, noted The Washington 
Post, relations between the world’s 
two superpowers have taken a de-
cidedly positive turn – probably be-
cause of China’s worsening 
economic outlook. 
    “Much of the shift … stems from 
Beijing’s recognition that its own 
economy has been foundering while 
the United States’ is booming,” the 
Post reported Jan. 27. 
   That only proves the age-old 
axiom that there’s nothing like a 
good customer – China for our ag 
exports and America for China’s 
manufactured and digital goods – to 
move people from pounding their 
fists at the negotiating table to pick-
ing up forks at the dinner table. 
     © 2024 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents, and 
contact information are posted at far-
mandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT



SERVICES 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. 
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call 
today (309) 565-4300. 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: 
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including 
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting 
and electrical, by Denny Miller. 
Over 25 years of experience. We 
also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs wel-
come! Call me at (309) 995-
3364.

By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   WILLIAMSFIELD – Galva City 
Administrator Dave Dyer spoke on 
behalf of Bow Renewables at Mon-
day’s meeting of the Williamsfield 
Village Board. 
   Florida-based Bow has been con-
tacted about a solar-energy installa-
tion proposed for 20 acres of 
village-owned land at the north edge 
of Billtown. Bow wants to develop at 
a cost of about $7 million. A lease of 
up to 40 years would pay the village 
at least $40,000 annually. The pro-
posed site is south of Park Road and 
west of Illinois Route 180. 
    Village President Robert Johnson 
appears to favor solar. So does Dyer, 
who addressed the board Monday. 
Joining him was Mike Musso, a Bow 
associate developer. Bow is oversee-
ing three solar-farm developments on 
city-owned land in Galva. 
   “We want to work with you guys 
as much as possible and be there for 
every step, not just sign a lease and 

we disappear,” Musso said. 
   Galva officials are delighted with 
Bow, Dyer said. He cited the com-
pany’s dealings with the Illinois En-
vironmental Protection Agency on 
the city’s behalf, among other things. 
   “We did our due diligence,” Dyer 
said. “I think what you really want to 
know is what our relationship has 
been like with Bow, and it’s just been 
superb.” 
    Johnson said he’s contacted at 
least two other solar firms, but none 
expressed interest in a Williamsfield 
project because it’s too small. The 
village attorney is to review a pro-
posed lease with Bow. 
   One person who spoke against the 
project Monday was Williamsfield 
resident Rick Smith, who said a solar 
installation might be an improper use 
of the property. 
   Smith said the property was part of 
a 70-acre bequeathment that stipu-
lated it be used for parks eventually, 
save 15 acres that were subdivided 
for housing. Doubet-Benjamin Park 

was established in the 1990s on 16 
acres. Most of the rest has been 
farmed. 
   “Corn and beans is what it was in 
for 100-some years,” Smith said fol-
lowing the meeting. “That was to be 
left there until they transitioned to 
park. To transition to (solar) and say 
‘We’re just continuing the thing,’ 
that’s disingenuous.” 
   Smith, who has planted trees and 
established a butterfly garden in the 
park, believes an apple orchard can 
be as lucrative as a solar installation. 
He bases that on information from 
University of Illinois Extension. 
Smith also believes an orchard would 
be true to the bequeathment.  
   “A park is a park,” Smith said. 
“I’ve seen a lot of parks. I’ve never 
seen one that’s covered with solar ar-
rays. ... If you understand wills and 
estates and probate, you’re not left 
with a choice here.” 
   Smith intends to make a more-de-
tailed presentation to the board dur-
ing its meeting March 4.  
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By ANGIE STANGE 
For The Prairie News 

   BRADFORD – A bingo Fundraiser 
for Katina Hewitt Hegwood on Feb. 
3, sponsored by the Bradford Better-
ment Committee, raised $1,375.00  
to help the 
Hegwood family with expenses in-
curred during Katina’s illness.  
   In all, 70 people joined in bingo for 
Katina with one person travelling 
from Michigan to show their support. 

   Special thanks go to Becky Cade, 
My Place and K&R Stump Grinding, 
Bradford Public Library, Diana 
Foley, Deb Grunloh, Tanya Walker 
and Kate and Jim Hewitt who do-
nated prizes, in addition to the prizes 
provided by the BBC.  
   The BBC will host its next regular 
Bingo at the American Legion on 
Saturday, March 2. 
   Upon requests from community 
members, the BBC will hold Family 

Bingo on Feb. 17 at the Bradford 
Fire House Community Room from 
2-4 p.m. Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult. There is a suggested 
donation of $5 for 2 Bingo cards. 
Bring your own snacks. Water and 
lemonade will be provided by the 
BBC. 
   Proceeds from bingo are used to 
provide for various needs and events 
of the Bradford community.

Bingo fundraiser raised $1,375 for Hegwood

CLASSIFIEDS

Galva official speaks on behalf of Bow

ADVERTISE (309) 286-2185



Kewanee nursing home 
placed in receivership 
   KEWANEE – Courtyard Estates in 
Kewanee is one of eight senior-living 
facilities owned by Petersen Health 
Care that has been placed in receiver-
ship by the U.S. District Court in 
Rockford. 
   The Peoria-based Petersen group 
faces foreclosure for allegedly owing 
more than $51 million to lenders. 
   Petersen Health Care owns 17 fa-
cilities and eight were placed in re-
ceivership at the end of January. 
Petersen also owns facilities in Galva 
and Toulon and several other Kewa-
nee properties that have not been 
placed in receivership. 
   According to the Kewanee Voice, a 
Peterseon company spokesman said 
in a statement, “No other Petersen 
Health Care locations in Kewanee, or 
outside those eight facilities, are af-
fected by this action.” 

Galva Pre-K sign-up 
scheduled Feb. 12–16 
   GALVA – Galva Elementary 
School 2024-2025 Pre-K sign-up 
will be Feb. 12-16 from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at the Galva Elementary 
School Foyer. 
   Parents may pick up paperwork in 
the elementary foyer and return it 
there upon completion. 
   Children signing up for Pre-K must 
be at least 3 years old before Sept. 1. 
Current Pre-K students returning to 
Pre-K for next year will be automati-
cally registered for the 2024-25 
school year. 
   Due to limited enrollment, each 
child will be screened in March to 
determine who will be eligible to at-
tend. You will be contacted to sched-
ule a screening time. 
   Please call Heather Nance, Pre-K 
coordinator at (309) 932-2420 with 
questions. 

College honors 
   • Paige Rewerts of Wyoming was 
named to the Elmhurst University’s 
fall 2023 Dean’s list (3.75 gpa or 
better). 

Vasa hosts game night 
held every Tuesday 
   BISHOP HILL –  The Vasa Na-

tional Archive will be hosting game 
nights on Tuesday evenings from 6-8 
p.m., weather permitting. The public 
is welcomed to bring their board 
games, card games or come by them-
selves to enjoy the fun.  
   Participants can also bring their 
own snacks or beverages. Game 
nights continue through March 26 
and are held on the archive’s second 
floor, which is accessible through the 
main entrance. Lift chairs are avail-
able for people with mobility issues. 
   The Vasa National Archives is lo-
cated at the corner of Knox St. and S. 
Bishop Hill St.  
HSCHD to hold blood 
drive on March 5 
   KEWANEE – The Henry and Stark 
County Health Department and the 
Henry County Office of Emergency 
Management have a blood drive on 
March 5, from 11a.m.  to 2 p.m. at 
the Health Department’s Kewanee 
Office, 110 N. Burr Blvd.  
   Appointments are preferred by cal-
ling (309) 852-0197 or by emailing 
nvandesampel@henrystarkhealth.org.
Walk-ins are also welcome. 
   Participants are instructed to eat be-
fore donating and bring a photo ID.  
Stark Co. input sought 
on broadband access 
   There is still time to help shape 
North Central Illinois’ broadband fu-
ture. Between now and Feb. 11, share 
Stark County residents are asked to 
share their insights through a 5-mi-
nute survey accessible online at go.il-
linois.edu/ConnectNorthCentralIL.  

   Because the survey includes a 
speed-test component, participants 
are asked to take the survey while 
connected to the wi-fi at the site they 
are answering questions about. Re-
sponses will be instrumental in iden-
tifying areas with limited access and 
pinpointing opportunities for im-
provement. 
   Reliable, high-speed internet fuels 
education, empowers businesses, en-
ables access to healthcare and con-
nects communities. The North 
Central Illinois Council of Govern-
ments is developing a Broadband 
Strategic Plan in partnership with 
TPMA and BHC to improve broad-
band connectivity in the region of 
Bureau, Grundy, LaSalle, Livingston, 
Marshall, Putnam and Stark 
Counties. 
  Contact Kevin Lindeman at 
info@ncicg.org or (309) 433-5830. 
Extension has farm A.I. 
event on March 5 
   WOODHULL – University of Illi-
nois Extension invites farmers and ag 
professionals to an A.I. and Your 
Farm event and luncheon on March 5 
at Woodhull Community Center, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
   Sponsored by Goldstar-Cambridge, 
Big River Resources and River Val-
ley Cooperative, the event will fea-
ture speakers discussing integration 
of A.I. in agriculture. Lunch is pro-
vided by Henn House BBQ. Regis-
tration is $5 per person and 
pre-registration is required at go.illi-
nois.edu/Alfarm or by calling the ex-
tension office at (309) 756-9978. 
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Wyoming native Austin King was sworn in on Feb. 2 by Circuit Judge Paul E. Bauer as the in-
terim Stark County State's Attorney. King will be interim state's attorney through Nov. 30. 
Photo by John A. Ballentine.



By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Weekly Post 

   PRINCEVILLE – The 
definition of a small town 
might be relative, but it 
appears Adam Bickett 
knows his way around 
them. 
   He grew up in one. He 
has worked in them. And 
now, Bickett is working in 
one again. 
   Bickett is the new Peo-
ria County Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputy assigned to 
Princeville. The 33-year-
old succeeded Vince Cog-
dal, who after about a 
year on duty in Princeville 
resigned from the force in 
late December. Bickett 
was one of two applicants 
for the open position, ac-
cording to Sheriff Chris 
Watkins. 
   “They really liked 
Vince,” he said about 
Princeville village offi-
cials. “It’s unfortunate to 
see him leave. But I think 
Adam will be the same. 
It’ll be good.” 
   Bickett is dedicated to 
patrol Princeville 40 
hours a week, in keeping 
with the sheriff’s-office 
contract with the village. 
   In the 17 or so months 
he’s been with the sher-
iff’s office, Bickett has 
specialized in pursuing 
and curbing illegal drugs 
and guns, mostly in Peo-
ria. He had the same task 
when he was a deputy in 
Massac County, at the    
southern tip of Illinois. 
   But most of Bickett’s 
policing background lies 
in less-violent pursuits in 
much-smaller jurisdic-
tions. 
   A Princeton native, 
Bickett has worked for 
law-enforcement agencies 
in communities even 
smaller than his home-

town, which has about 
8,000 residents.   He has 
been a police officer in 
Sheffield, Walnut and 
Wyanet.   Those places 
are comparable in size to 
Princeville, population 
about 1,650. 
   “Going to Princeville is 
kind of getting back to my 
roots,” Bickett said. 
“Those small commu-
nities really grew me into 
the police officer that I 
am. Those days of hang-
ing out with people and 
talking to them on the 
curb – you don’t get that 
anywhere in Peoria. I’m 
excited to come back to 
that.” 
   Bickett also was an of-
ficer in Creve Coeur and 

Peoria Heights, although 
police work wasn’t al-
ways his calling. He stud-
ied theater engineering – 
sound systems, scenery, 
lighting – at Northern Illi-
nois University and 
worked in that field. He 
also worked in construc-
tion and retail sales. 
   Personal tragedies 
helped change Bickett’s 
path. Younger brother 
Noah Bickett was a heart-
transplant recipient who 
died at 24. Older brother 
Brandon Bickett com-
mitted suicide. 
   “Brandon passes away, 
and it was like this light 
turned on,” Adam Bickett 
said. “I was tired of feel-
ing helpless. I was feeling 
like I couldn’t help 
people. Funny thing was I 
probably needed the most 
help of all.” 
   Bickett received help 
from Todd Marquez, the 
Wyanet police chief, who 
hired him for free on a 
trial basis. Bickett never 
returned to the stage. 
   So far, things on the 
Princeville beat have gone 
well, according to Bickett, 
who is married and has 
four children. Bickett said 
he seeks open communi-
cation with residents. That 

doesn’t surprise the sher-
iff. 
   “He’s not somebody 
that’s just going to sit in a 
corner all night,” Watkins 
said. “He’ll be out stop-
ping cars and interacting 
with people in a positive 
way.” 
   Bickett appears positive 
his return to small-town 
life will be beneficial – 
for him and for the people 
he’s pledged to serve and 
protect. 
   “When I hear about 
Princeville, I always hear 
a sense of community,” 
Bickett said. “I always 
hear they’ve got each 
other’s backs. I always 
hear they’re looking out 
for one another, always 
willing to help another 
neighbor out. 
   “If all of those things 
are true, I’m proud to be 
part of any of it.” 
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New deputy returning to small-town roots

Adam Bickett is the new Peoria 
County Sheriff’s deputy assigned 
to patrol Princeville.



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
UNION FEDERAL SAVINGS & 
LOAN ASSOCIATION (F/K/A FIRST 
FEDERALSAVINGS & LOAN 
ASSOCIATION OF KEWANEE), 
Plaintiff,  
                       IN CHANCERY 
                      Case No. 2024CH1 
v. CHARLENE F. REBHOLZ; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS; AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants. 

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE  
BY PUBLICATION  

   The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, all 
Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants, Defendants in the 
above-captioned cause, that the 
above-captioned 
mortgage foreclosure action was 
filed on January 16, 2024, and is 
now pending. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case 
Number are identified above. 
   2. The name of the titleholder of 
record is: CHARLENE F. REBHOLZ 
   3. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as 
follows: 
   The North Half (N ½) of Lot 
Twelve (12) in Block Two (2) of 
Hoffrichter’s Addition to the City of 
Kewanee, Henry County, Illinois. 
PIN: 20-32-482-009 

   4. A common address or 
description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows: 
828 Franklin St., Kewanee IL 
61443. 
   5. An identification of the 
Mortgage sought to be foreclosed 
is as follows: 
   a. Name of Mortgagor: 
CHARLENE F. REBHOLZ 
   b. Name of Mortgagee: Union 
Federal Savings & Loan 
Association 
(f/k/a First Federal Savings & Loan 
Association of Kewanee) 
   c. Date of Mortgage: July 18, 
2014 
   d. Date of Recording: July 21, 
2014 
   e. County Where Recorded: 
Henry     County, Illinois 
   f. Recording Document 
Identification: 20-1403892 
   NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants, Defendants, file 
your answer to the Complaint for 
Foreclosure in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the Circuit Court of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Henry 
County, Illinois, Henry County 
Courthouse, Cambridge, Illinois, 
on or before February 23, 2024, 
default may be entered against you 
and each of you at any time after 
that day and a Judgment for 
Foreclosure may be entered in 
accordance with the prayer of the 
Complaint for Foreclosure. 

/S/ Terilyn A. Motley 
 Circuit Clerk   

Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee IL 61443 
Phone: 309/852-5555 
justin@barashlaw.com 
Published 1/26, 2/2, 2/9/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF  
CHARLOTTE J. CURRIER, 
Deceased                                                                      
No. 2024 PR 9 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Charlotte J. Currier. Letters of 
Office were issued on January 19, 
2024, to Tamara J. Currier, as 
Independent Representative whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, 
LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before July 26, 2024. Any claim 
not filed by that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions.    
To e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/ service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
 
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 1/26, 2/2, 2/9/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF ROGER D. JACOBSON, 
Deceased                                         
No. 2024 PR 13 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Roger D. Jacobson. Letters of 
Office were issued on January 29, 
2024, to Steven D. Jacobson as 
Independent Representative whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, 
LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before August 8, 2024. Any claim 
not filed by that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 

been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/ service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
 
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 2/2, 2/9, 2/16/24 

• • • 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

   TREE TRIMMING ACTIVITIES IN 
Toulon & Unincorporated Stark 
County, IL AND NEARBY AREAS 
   TO THE PATRONS OF AMEREN 
ILLINOIS: 
   Please be advised that Ameren 
Illinois will trim trees and other 
vegetation in and around the 
town(s) of Toulon & Unincorp-
orated Stark County, Illinois. Our 
qualified utility arborists will trim 
trees and vegetation that could 
interfere with electric lines that run 
from pole to pole and elsewhere. 
This work is necessary in order to 
minimize the likelihood of outages 
and safety hazards. There is no 
charge to you for this service.  
   If you have any questions about 
this work, please call 1-800-755-
5000 or visit our website at 
MySafeTrees.com. You may 
address your concerns in the 
manner specified on our website. 
You may also call the Consumer 
Services Division of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission at 1-800-
524-0795. Maps have been 
provided to the mayors and the 
county board chairpersons of the 
affected areas. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ameren Illinois Forestry 
Department 
Published 2/9/24 

• • • 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

   Mid Century Telephone 
Cooperative is a quality 
telecommunications services 
provider who provides basic and 
enhanced services at reasonable 
rates within its service territory. 
Exchanges served by Mid Century 
are Altona, Bishop Hill, Ellisville, 
Fairview, Gilson, LaFayette, 
Maquon, Marietta, Smithfield, 
Summum, Table Grove, Victoria, 
Williamsfield, and Yates City. Basic 
services are offered at the 
following monthly rates: 
  Single Party  
  Residence Service*        $22.56 
  Single Party  
  Business Service*         $20.39 
  Federal Subscriber  
  Line Charge-Single Line  $6.50 
  Directory Assistance        $  .75  
  Touch Tone Service - Provided 

as part of local service rate.  
   Toll Blocking - Available at no 
charge for qualified low-income 
customers. 
   Emergency 911 Services - 
Charged according to government 
assessments. Access to operator 
services and interexchange 
services are available.  
  *Unlimited local minutes 
provided as part of the plan. 
   Lifeline is a program that helps 
qualified low-income Illinois 
residents with a discount on their 
telephone or broadband Internet 
service. Lifeline provides 
assistance to one person in a 
household, for one service 
(telephone or broadband Internet) 
and is not transferable. Link-Up is 
a program that helps qualified 
individuals with the one-time 
telephone installation charge. 
   Basic services are offered to all 
consumers in the Mid Century 
Telephone Cooperative service 
territories at the rates, terms, and 
conditions specified in the 
Cooperative’s assessments. If you 
have any questions regarding Mid 
Century Telephone Cooperative’s 
services, please call 309-778-8611 
or visit the business office at 285 
Mid Century Lane, Fairview, IL.     
   Mid Century Telephone 
Cooperative is an equal 
opportunity provider and 
employer. 
Published 2/9/24 

• • • 
STATEMENT OF 

NONDISCRIMINATION 
   Mid Century Telephone 
Cooperative is an equal 
opportunity provider and 
employer. 
Esta institución es un proveedor de 
servicios con igualdad de 
oportunidades. 
   In accordance with Federal civil 
rights law and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 
regulations and policies, the USDA, 
its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions 
participating in or administering 
USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, 
gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, 
disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance 
program, political beliefs, or 
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity, in any program or 
activity conducted or funded by 
USDA (not all bases apply to all 
programs). Remedies and 
complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident. 
   Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means of 
communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.) should contact the 
responsible Agency or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service 
at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 

program information may be made 
available in languages other than 
English. 
   To file a program discrimination 
complaint, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, AD-3027, found online at: 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complai
nt_filing_cust.html, or at any 
USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in 
the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a 
copy of the complaint form, call 
(866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA 
by: mail at U.S. Department of 
Agriculture; Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights; 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW; 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; by 
fax to (202) 690-7442; or by email 
at program.intake@usda.gov.  
   USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender. 
Published 2/9/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF: SANDRA E. VERDICK,  
Deceased 

No. 2024PR16 
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Sandra E. Verdick. Letters of Office 
were issued on February 1, 2024, 
to Douglas Livingston as 
Independent Executor whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, 
LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, 
or both on or before August 9, 
2024.                  
Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after 
it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
lp.asp. Or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office. 
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor                      
P.O. Box 165                                   
Galva, IL  61434                              
Phone (309) 932-2001                    
everettr@barashlaw.com  
Published 2/9, 2/16, 2/23/24
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Answers on Page 3

By GREG BISHOP 
The Center Square 

   SPRINGFIELD –Battle lines are being 
drawn at the Illinois statehouse over 
whether to get rid of a lower minimum 
wage for tipped workers statewide. 
   While some are advocating for tipped 
workers to get the minimum wage with 
tips on top, a legislator who also owns 
restaurants says such a move would be 
devastating to the economy. 
   Advocates from the group One Fair 
Wage organized a rally outside of the Il-
linois statehouse Tuesday as legislators 
were returning. State Rep. Elizabeth 
Hernandez, D-Cicero, explained why she 
supports the effort. 
   “Eliminating the sub-minimum wage 
is the right thing to do for workers, it’s 
the right thing to do for businesses and 
it’s the right thing to do for the state 
economy,” Hernandez said. 
   State Rep. Mike Coffey, R-Springfield, 
who owns several restaurants, said while 
there may be good intentions for such a 
move, if passed into law, it would hurt 
consumers, employers and employees 

across the board. 
   “It’ll create unemployment. It will be 
hazardous to the business community, 
especially the restaurant community 
where you’ll see many of them go out of 
business, so it’s just not good,” Coffey 
told The Center Square. 
   State Sen. Lakesia Collins, D-Chicago, 
advocated for getting rid of tipped 
wages. She said they did that in Chicago 
and such workers get tips on top of a 
minimum wage. 
   “And it’s time for Springfield to bring 
the economic security to workers across 
the state of Illinois and to send a mes-
sage that to do business in Illinois, you 
have to be able to pay your employees a 
living wage, period,” Collins said. 
   Coffey said removing the tipped wage 
would disincentivize quality service and 
could lead to such employees making 
less money than when they were tipped 
workers. He said while Chicago may 
have done just that, the idea is “cata-
strophic” for his and other communities 
across the state.

Battle brewing over tipped wage



Mildred Allen 
   WEST JERSEY – Mildred “Sue” 
Allen passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, Feb. 4, 2023, at her daugh-
ter’s home in Pennsylvania. Sue 
was the seventh 
of 11 children of 
Bert and Marie 
(Catton) Cham-
berlain. Nine 
brothers and 
sisters have pre-
ceded her in 
death.  
   Sue was mar-
ried to Clifford Allen on Feb. 17, 
1945, at Fort Hood, Texas. They 
were married 55 years when Clif-
ford passed away in 2000. They 
moved to West Jersey, Ill., in 1965 
to be near relatives. Sue moved to 
Pennsylvania to be with her daugh-
ters in 2022.   
   Sue is survived by three daugh-
ters: Nita (Richard) James and Rita 
Frail of Canonsburg, Pa. and Donna 
(David) Gunnison of Sanborn, N.Y. 
She had eight grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren. 
   Sue had 97 varied and interesting 
years, many of which she spent 
moving around the Midwest sup-
porting her husband during his 
pipeline-construction career. After 
moving to West Jersey and caring 
for her ailing father, she worked 
until retirement at the Alcoa factory 
in Princeville, Ill.   
   Sue was a member and supporter 
of the West Jersey United Method-
ist Church.  
   After retiring from Alcoa, she de-
voted her time to her garden, family 
and friends. Always ready for a 
rousing game of cards, she taught 
many a family member how to lose 
gracefully (ha, ha). She was an ex-
cellent cook (pie specialties) and 
passed on the skill to her children 
and grandchildren.  
   She also instilled in her children 
and grandchildren the importance 
of family. Her hugs and smiles will 
be sorely missed by family and 
friends. 
   Her funeral will be conducted on 
Saturday, Feb. 10, at 1 p.m. at Has-
kell Funeral and Cremation Serv-
ices in Wyoming. Burial will be for 
attendance of family only at the 
West Jersey Cemetery.   
   In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations to hospice in 
honor of the tender, loving care 
they provided to Sue in her final 
months of life, Send to Concordia 
Hospice of Washington, 10 Leet St., 
Washington, PA 15301, or your 
local hospice.  
   Condolences for Sue’s family 
may be left on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Steven L. Anderson 
   GALVA – Steven Lloyd Ander-
son, 60, of Galva, Ill., passed away 
on Sunday, Feb. 4, 2024. 
   Steven was born on May 17, 

1963, in Kewanee, Ill., to Lloyd and 
Donna (Downard) Anderson.  
   He is survived by his wife of 19 
years Mary Jane; son Steven Ander-
son Jr. of Galesburg; stepsons Tyler 
(Haley) Simo-
neaux and Jacob 
Simoneaux, all of 
Galva, Ill., and 
stepson Phillip 
Anderson of 
Geneseo; and his 
grandchildren, 
Gage and Grace-
lynn Simoneaux, 
Ethan and Kolten Simoneaux, 
Kaden and Jaxson Willer, all of 
Galva.  
   He is also survived by his parents, 
Lloyd and Donna Anderson of 
Galva; brother Mark (Lisa) Ander-
son of Altoona, Iowa; and several 
nieces and nephews. 
   Steven enlisted in the Army Na-
tional Guard his junior year of high 
school in 1980 and went on to basic 
training at Fort Sill, Okla. He grad-
uated from Galva High School in 
1981 and then completed his ATT 
training. He served in the Army Na-
tional Guard for 22 years, training 
in Norway, Honduras and several 
locations in the United States. 
   Steven worked at the Galva Ar-
mory for over 35 years in mainte-
nance and as groundskeeper and 
was proud to have the best kept ar-
mory in the state of Illinois.  
   Steven enjoyed camping and fish-
ing with his wife and family. He 
also liked helping his dad keep his 
John Deere tractors running and 
showing them off in parades. His 
favorite tractor was the 1947 Model 
A John Deere.  
   He was a member of the Ameri-
can Legion Post 45 as well as a 
member of Henry County 40 and 8. 
   Funeral services were to be held 
at 11 a.m., Thursday, Feb. 8, at Rux 
Funeral Home in Galva with Pastor 
Melinda Burns officiating. The visi-
tation was to be held from 5-7 p.m., 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, at the funeral 
home. Burial was to follow at Galva 
Cemetery, where military rites were 
to be accorded by the Galva Fusil-
iers.  
   Memorial contributions can be di-
rected to the family for a memorial 
to be established. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com. 

Cheri L. Cavanagh 
   GALVA – 
Cheri L. Cava-
nagh, 56, of 
Galva, died at 
4:26 a.m., Thurs-
day, Feb. 1, 2024, 
at OSF St. Fran-
cis Medical 
Center in Peoria. 
   She was born 
Oct. 10, 1967, in 
Galesburg, the daughter of David 

K. “Butch” and Victoria Ann 
“Vicki” (Mardock) Wexell.  
   She married James M. “Jim” Cav-
anagh on June 27, 1987, in Galva. 
He survives as does her mother, 
Vicki, her son, Mason Cavanagh, a 
brother, Chad Wexell, all of Galva, 
and several nieces and nephews.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
father and sister, Cathy VanWassen-
hove. 
   Cheri graduated from Galva High 
School in 1985 and attended Black 
Hawk College in Moline. She 
worked as a sales representative and 
technical advisor for an oil and gas 
company in the Denver, Colo., area 
from 1987-98. She also assisted her 
husband Jim with his work for an 
audio production company.  
   She attended the Bishop Hill 
Community United Methodist 
Church. Cheri was known for her 
sense of humor and infectious 
laughter.  
   She enjoyed horses and reading, 
but most of all she loved her family 
and cherished the time they spent 
together. 
   Funeral services were to be held 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, at Rux Funeral 
Home in Galva with Pastor Rebecca 
Gearhart officiating. A visitation 
was Monday, Feb. 5, at the funeral 
home. Cremation was to be ac-
corded following the services and 
private inurnment will be held at St. 
John’s Catholic Cemetery in Galva 
at a later date.  
   Memorials may be directed to the 
Multiple Sclerosis Foundation. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at 
www.ruxfuneralhome.com. 

Barbra J. Kraklow 
   TOULON – Barbra J. Kraklow, 
85, of Toulon, passed away at 10:38 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 5, 2024, at OSF 
St. Francis Medical Center.  
   Barbra was born on March 1, 
1938, in Aledo, 
Ill., the daughter 
of Harold and 
Opal (Neal) Rug-
gles. She married 
Allan Kraklow 
on May 17, 1959, 
at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Taylor 
Ridge. He pre-
ceded her in death on Oct. 27, 2022. 
   Surviving are her four children, 
Linda (Brian) Moran of Waterford, 
Wis., Karen Kraklow, Steven 
(Sheri) Kraklow, and Paula (Mi-
chael) Leezer ,all of Toulon; 13 
grandchildren, Paul (Stephanie), 
Kevin (Tess), Matthew (Leanne), 
Stephanie (Richard), Megan 
(Kevin), Shania, Jaclyn (Phil), 
Jamie (Cody), Joshua, Sarah, Nich-
olas (Allison), Jenny (Jeremy) and 
Lacey; 21 great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-grandchild; seven 
siblings, Billy (Janice) Ruggles, 
Bonnie Doss, Wanda (Pat Hynes) 
White, Martha (Dennis) Bedford, 
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Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
Galva Congregational Church 

 Pastor Marshall Jones 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

309-695-4523 leave message 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Saturday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113 
309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 

newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 

 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Cavanagh

Allen Anderson

Kraklow
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SPORTS: Mercer County wins LTC tournament
but rallied, taking advantage of a 3-
pointer by Lucas Collison (17 
points), a Princeville turnover and a 
basket by Jude Hofmann (16 points) 
to take the lead for good. 
   Mercer County has now won 13 
games in a row – including winning 
the LTC Tournament for the second 
straight season with a 56-44 win 
over Princeville in the title game at 
Aledo last Saturday. 
    The Princes (23-3) hadn’t lost 
since Illini Bluffs beat them Dec. 8.  
   Mercer County beat them by neu-
tralizing their strengths, according 

to Princeville Coach Tait Sennett. 
   “We wanted to get out and run,” 
he said. “We’re kind of a finesse-
style team, and we like to get up 
and down the court as quick as pos-
sible and pressure defense. They 
had basically turned that into a 
slugfest. They slowed us down on 
offense and defensively, their sets 
just ate us up.” 
   Lucas Collison had a game-high 
19 points for Mercer County, which 
never trailed. 
   Tayshaun Kieser had 17 points 
and Josh Hunt 11 for Princeville. 
   Galva Girls – Galva is seeded No. 

11 in its sub-sectional and opens 
Class 1A regional play Saturday at 
No. 8 Monmouth United at 3 p.m. 
The winner advances to face No. 3 
seed Brimfield on Monday, Feb. 12, 
at 7:30 p.m. in Annawan. 
   Galva (4-18) lost to Mercer 
County on Jan. 31, 46-33. 
   Stark County Girls – The Lady 
Rebels are seeded No. 12 in their 
sub-sectional and open Class 1A re-
gional play Saturday at No. 5 Elm-
wood at 1 p.m. Winner of that 
quarterfinal game advances to face 
No. 4 Kewanee Wethersfield at 
Princeville at 7:30 p.m.

Continued from Page 12

OBITUARIES
Neal (Vicky) Ruggles, David Cris-
well and Mary Ruggles; and is 
further survived by many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
friends.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents; three grandchildren, Mark, 
Zachary and Samantha; one great-
grandchild, Taylor; and siblings, 
Carroll Powell, Burris (Gloria) 
Ruggles, Robert (Rita) Ruggles, 
Betty Criswell and Keith Ruggles.  
   Barbra graduated from Aledo 
High School in 1956 and was the 
last graduate when attendance 
centers were created.  
   She was a member of Sunbeam 
United Presbyterian Church before 
becoming a member of St. Paul Lu-
theran Church in Kewanee in 1960. 
Barbra was active in church as a 
Sunday school teacher, treasurer, fi-
nance committee, Women of Christ 
and Bible Study Circle.  
   Barbra owned The Corner Shop 
and worked at FBFM in Toulon. 
She was a 4H leader, Illinois Farm 
Bureau women’s committee 
member, Toulon-LaFayette School 
Board member and a charter 
member of the Stark County Gene-
alogy Society.  
   Barbra loved to host family reun-
ions, work in the yard and help on 
the farm. 
   Her funeral service will be at 10 
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 10, 2024, at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Kewa-
nee. Rev. Burnell Eckardt will offi-
ciate. Her visitation will be from 
5-7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 9, 2024, at 
Haskell Funeral and Cremation 
Services in Wyoming. Burial will 
be at Toulon Cemetery. 
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to the St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Kewanee, or Stark 
County Genealogy Society.  
   Condolences may be left for Bar-
bra’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com.  

Paul D. Whittaker 
   WEST JERSEY – Paul D. Whit-
taker, 77, of Kewanee, formerly of 
Osceola and West Jersey, passed 
away on Feb. 3, 2024. Paul was born 
on Dec. 12, 1946, in Kewanee to 
Robert E. and Hazel Whittaker. 
   Surviving are 
one brother, Eldon 
Whittaker of Wis-
consin; one sister-
in-law, Rosana 
Whittaker of 
Georgia; several 
nieces and 
nephews, Shawn, 
Julie, Susan and 
William; and his 
close cousin, James Fryer.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents; two brothers, Robert L. and 
Arthur Whittaker; and his nephew, 
Anthony. 
   Paul was active in scouting as a 
youth, rising from Cub Scout to 
Eagle Scout to adult leader within the 
same troop. His fondest memory was 
attending the 1964 New York 
World’s Fair as a scout.  
   He worked many rural jobs in his 
youth, including farming, lifeguard-
ing and mowing cemeteries. He was 
a graduate of Toulon High and went 
to college at Western Illinois, where 
he was a southpaw pitcher on the 
baseball team.  
   After college he worked at Ford in 
Michigan, Caterpillar in Peoria, as a 
heating and air-conditioning techni-
cian and as a service agent for Rut-
man Marketing in Peoria. His fondest 
and most difficult job was as a man-
ager of several Tractor Supply Com-
pany stores in Illinois, where he 
earned a reputation as a leader who 
could turn around struggling stores. 
   Paul often returned to the family 
farm near West Jersey, where he and 
his brother Bob cared for their 
mother. They visited her twice a day 
when she was in a nursing home for 
a decade before dying at 102. Paul 
bought a house in Osceola to be 

closer to her in Kewanee.  
   Paul later cared for his brother 
when his time came.  
   Paul will always be known for his 
kindness, humor and storytelling. He 
was generous to a fault, and always 
tried to help out those who needed it. 
He was an organ and tissue donor, so 
he continues to help those in need. 
   His funeral service will be at 11 
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, at Has-
kell Funeral and Cremation Services 
in Wyoming. Visitation will be one 
hour prior to the service at the fu-
neral home. Certified Funeral Cele-
brant Nicole Reed will officiate. 
Burial will follow at Evergreen Me-
morial Gardens in Kewanee. 
   Paul loved scouting and Girl Scout 
cookies. Memorial contributions can 
be made (and cookies purchased) 
with the Girl Scouts of Western Illi-
nois, www.girlscoutstoday.org. 

Betty Turner 
   GENESEO – Betty Turner, 91, of 
Geneseo, formerly of Galva, died at 
11:02 a.m., Friday, Jan. 26, 2024, at 
her home. She was born Sept. 29, 
1932, in Galva, the daughter of Har-
vey and Pearl (Lempke) Huffman.  
   She married John D. Turner on 
Nov. 18, 1951, and he preceded her 
in death on Nov. 8, 1980. Survivors 
include her children, David Turner of 
Florida, Kathy (Charlie) DeCrane of 
Galva, Rick (Nancy) Turner of Cam-
bridge, Denise Key (Jay Boulware) 
of Florida and Tammy (Hal) Clark of 
Geneseo; five grandchildren; and 
eight great-grandchildren. She was 
also preceded in death by her par-
ents; her three sisters, Dorothy Mae 
Huffman, Doris Harper and Mary 
Ann Haff; and a grandson, Brian De-
Crane. 
   Betty graduated from Galva High 
School in 1950.  
   Private graveside services were to 
be held at Galva Cemetery with Rev. 
Dr. Chris Ritter officiating.

Whittaker

ADVERTISE! CALL (309) 286-2185
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By NICK VLAHOS and JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

  Stark County began this week with two 
consecutive boys basketball victories 
and through Tuesday has won 10 of its 
last 12 contests. 
   The Rebels won a Lincoln Trail Con-
ference game 39-37 Tuesday night at 
Annawan. Luke Rewerts’ basket with 3 
seconds to play was the winning one for 
Stark County (17-10, 7-1) and gave him 
12 points in the game. 
   “We played very poised and deliberate 
throughout the game,” Stark County 
Coach Dusty Browning stated. 
   The previous night, Stark County trav-
eled to Henry and won 64-56 in double 
overtime. Henry made a buzzer-beating 
basket to tie it in regulation. In the first 
OT, Stark County missed a shot to win 
after Henry made a tying free throw with 
about 50 seconds to go. 
   But the Rebels hit some big baskets 
and made some big free throws in the 
second extra period, according to 
Browning. They were 9-for-10 from the 
line in the overtimes, and Matthew 
Bowser scored 10 of his 18. Rewerts had 
19 points and Ross Saner scored 11. 
   Stark County is host tonight (Feb. 9) to 
United in an LTC game. 
   Stark County finished sixth in the LTC 
tournament, which ended Feb. 3 in 
Aledo. Abingdon-Avon defeated Stark 
County in the fifth-place game, 39-28 in 
what Browning called a physical game. 
Rewerts had 12 points. 
   In LTC tourney play on Feb. 1 at Joy, 
Will Rumbold had 16 points as the 
Rebels beat Ridgewood 58-34. Connor 
Wagenbach had 12 points and Rewerts 

scored 10. 
   Galva Boys – A fourth-quarter come-
back Tuesday came up short for Galva, 
which lost an LTC home game 68-67 to 
ROWVA-Williamsfield. Lewis Sams’ 
free throw with 1.7 seconds left gave R-
W the victory. 
   Galva (8-18, 1-7) trailed 55-45 after 
three periods. But in the fourth, J.P. 
Sloan had eight points and Braxton Ry-
lander scored seven. Sloan finished with 
18 points, Rylander with 16 and Cyrus 
Lilly with 13.  
   On Monday, Ridgewood defeated 
Galva 62-53 in LTC play despite 19 
points and 14 rebounds from Blake 
Stahl. Rylander had 14 points and seven 
boards, and Sloan scored 10. 
   Galva travels tonight to Aledo to face 
Mercer County. 
   Galva finished ninth in the LTC tour-
ney, beating United 43-41 in the ninth-
place game behind 14 points from 
freshman M.J. Louck, whose 3-pointer 
with 9 seconds left set the final score. 
   The previous day, Galva defeated 
Knoxville 60-53 as Rylander had 19 
points and Stahl had 18. Stahl also had 
11 rebounds and four assists. 
   “We have been moving the ball more 
on offense and playing tighter on de-
fense,” Galva Coach Jake McClintic said 
of how his team ended the tournament. 
   Princeville Boys – Mercer County (22-
6, 8-0 LTC) took control of the confer-
ence race on Tuesday night, beating 
Princeville (23-4, 8-1 LTC), 58-57, in 
overtime. 
   The Golden Eagles trailed 57-53 with 
less than 40 seconds remaining in OT 

Rebels heating up 
Stark Co. has won 10 of last 12 as regionals near

The Prairie News Sports

Continued on Page 11
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