
By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva City 
Council on Monday passed a 
new ordinance regarding park-
ing and storage of vehicles, farm 
equipment and construction 
equipment in the city. 
   The ordinance goes into effect 
on April 1 and governs where 
residents can park abandoned 
vehicles, farm and construction 
equipment, recreational ve-
hicles, utility trailers, lawn 
mowers and more. 
   Third ward alderman Dougie 
Anderson said that residents 
need to use the month of March 
getting their properties free of 
these vehicles because, on April 
1, the new law will start being 
enforced. Galva authorities will 
send letters with 15 days for 
clean up, or action with fines 
and  towing will begin. 
   “We have dealt with this for 

too many years,” Anderson said. 
“There are no more second 
chances.” 
   It was suggested that residents 
who have trailers, campers and 
lawn mowers sitting in their 
yard might want to pick up a 
copy of the new ordinance at 
City Hall. 
   For instance, a camper in a 
yard may not be used for living, 
sleeping or housekeeping pur-
poses for a period exceeding 48 
hours or connected to gas, 
water, or sanitary sewer for 
more than 48 hours. 
   And no more than two mowers 
in working condition may be 
parking on a property. 
   First Ward Alderman Jeff 
Olson said, “I would not want to 
live by some residences as they 
spoil it for everyone else.” 
   Mayor Rich Volkert reminded 
residents they should not put 
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Galva School Board approves $323k bid for new gym roof
By CAROL TOWNSEND 

For The Prairie News 
   GALVA – The Galva School 
board unanimously approved 
the low bidder of Oldeen Roof-
ing of Kewanee for $323,252 
for the Jr/Sr High School gym 
roof Bid.  The alternative bid of 
$7,843 was also accepted for re-
placing six skylights. Galva 
schools will have a $50,000 
grant to apply to the roof. 
   The board had two other bids 
of $378,205 and $424,300.00 
which were rejected. The sky-

lights that were not chosen were 
$9,295 and $13,600. 
   The board approved Superin-
tendent Jerry Becker’s contract 
until June 30 of 2027. Becker 
will retire as Galva’s Superin-
tendent at that time. 
   The board approved the 2024-
2025 school calendar with 
opening day, August 16, 2024. 
This is the first time, that stu-
dents get election day, Tuesday, 
November 5 off. 
   The board approved a track 
use intergovernmental agree-

ment with Stark County to use 
the Galva track facilities. This 
will be the last agreement as 
Stark County is getting a new 
track. 
   Board members Jill Pankau 
and Kaleena Conrad will serve 
on the bargaining team. 
   Eric Bates of the transporta-
tion team reported that the dis-
trict might have to get a new 
bus as the handicapped bus is 
getting some age on it. 
It will have to be replaced with 
a handicapped available bus. 

   The district is looking into a 
getting a mental health coun-
selor next year through a pro-
gram from the Henry County 
Health Department. More de-
tails will be coming. 
   The board will take action on 
the weight room renovations 
which were addressed by parent 
Mike Yepsen. He had Chrissie 
VanDeVelde of Kewanee give 
her opinions of updates. The 
plans are for just cosmetic 
changes that will make the fa-

Continued on Page 2

ON TRACK

Work is well underway on Stark County’s 
new all-weather track at the Toulon High 
School campus. Concrete work has been 
completed and the track surface is sched-
uled to be put down this spring. Workers 
have recently been installing a rock founda-
tion as a base. Below right, construction 
workers assemble a new grandstand, which 
is scheduled to be completed this week. The 
entire project is scheduled to be finished by 
early this summer and is being funded by 
$6.6 million in bonds that will also pay for 
construction of a new gymnasium. 

Continued on Page 2

Galva council passes 
new parking ordinance 

Noah Gonzalez-Carlino was awarded 
the Wildcat Pride Award at Monday 
nights Galva school board meeting. He 
exhibits  the values of respect, honesty,  
responsibility, positivity, and a commit-
ment to success the Wildcat Way. Sub-
mitted  photo.



their garbage container in 
the streets. Containers 
should be placed on the 
edge of your terrace. 
   Police Chief Kraig 
Townsend said Galva of-
ficers were in three alter-
cations over the past 

weekend. 
   “Somebody is going to 
get hurt,” Townsend said. 
   Sarah Bamba introduced 
herself at the council 
meeting, as she is with the 
Bi-State Regional Com-
mission and can help city 
staff with zoning ordi-

nances, salary schedules 
in the area and grants. 
   Also present was Grace 
Clucas, who is presently 
working for the Illinois 
Broadband Lab. She said 
she would like to bring a 
form of The Galva News 
back to residents. Clucas 
is asking high school stu-
dents to report on sports 
teams, community events 
and a community calen-
dar. She said students will 
travel to games and take 
action shots and cover 
events. She wants to start 
as a monthly newsletter 
and asked the city and 
school district for mone-
tary support.  
   The council discussed a 
proposed amendment to 
the liquor ordinance for 
class A, B F and G class 
holders. The change 
would require cameras in 
these establishments.  
   The council accepted 

Tom Wilson’s bid of $405 
for a vacant lot at  706 SW 
4th St. It was the lone bid.  
Those voting “yes” were 
Anderson, Jeff Olson and 
Jackie Clucas with Jim 
Hartman casting a “no” 
vote. 
   The city had a vacant 
house taken down on the 
property last summer. 
   Anyone interested in a 
tree from the Henry 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District  
should contact city hall for 
the list. The city will pay 
half and plant the tree on 
your terrace or you can 
pay the full price and plant 
the tree on your property. 
Orders are due on March 
22. 
   Water Superintendent 
Greg Thomson reported 
his department will be in-
stalling more water meters 
inside of houses.

cility more inviting to use. 
   Josh Morris, the track 
coach reported there are 
11 boys and 18 girls out 
for track this year. The 
first home junior meet is 
April 3 and the first high 
school home meet is April 
10. 
   Elementary Principal 

Adam Norway was happy 
to announce that the vari-
ance for the chair lift in 
the Elementary building 
finally came through. 
   This will help for handi-
capped people who want 
to attend an event at the 
school. 
  The following personnel 
items were approved: 
  • Kyle Schipper as 
JH/HS Track volunteer 
  • Holly Wangein as 5th 
grade teacher for the 
2024-25 school year 
  • the resignation of Josh 
Harris as 8th grade boys 
basketball coach.
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SCHOOL: 29 out for track
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COUNCIL: Police involved in 3 altercations 
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   1-19  - Charles D. Slightom Sr.- 
Maintaining a nuisance.    
   1-29 - Jasmine L. Gleason - Ex-
pired registration and uninsured ve-
hicle. 
   1-30 - Jacqueline M. Frisby - Driv-
ing 1-10 mph above limit and unin-
sured vehicle. 
   1-30 - Corey L. Ford - Suspended 
registration, uninsured vehicle, and 
driving 11-14 mph above limit. 
   2-7 - Nicholas J. Ingle - Suspended 
license and driving 21-25 mph above 
limit. 
   2-16 - Thomas C. Bashuse - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-17 - Steven S. Armstrong - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-17 - Matthew J. Garland - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-17 - Blake A. Roedell - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-18 - Felipe Dejesus Alvarado Ar-
reola - Driving 15-20 mph above 
limit. 
   2-19 - Randie M. Kocher - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   2-20 - Payton Petty - Driving 15-20 
mph above limit. 
   2-23 - Riley A. Hamilton - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 

Misdemeanors &  
Felonies 
   2-8 - Criminal misdemeanor - 
Charles D. Slightom Jr. - Battery, 
makes physical contact. 
   2-16 - Criminal misdemeanor - 
Jared C. Dougherty - Criminal tres-
pass to a building (Toulon R-Bar). 
   2-23 - Criminal felony - Travis E. 
D. Cline - Criminal trespass to a res-
idence/persons present. 

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   2-18 - Dulce M. Contreras, 27, Ke-
wanee, ticketed for driving while li-
cense was suspended and for 
operation of an uninsured vehicle. 
Ticketed in the same traffic stop was 
passenger Jose L. Contreras, 27, also 
of Kewanee, cited for possession of 
adult use cannabis in a vehicle.  
   2-20 - Travis G. Riddle, 31, Wyo-
ming, ticketed for unlawful posses-
sion of adult-use cannabis in a 
vehicle and disobeying a stop sign.  
   2-20 - Kewan D. Hudson, 25, Peo-
ria, was arrested on an outstanding 
warrant from the city of Galesburg 
for failure to appear on a traffic re-
lated violation. He was also charged 
with possession of adult use cannabis 
in a vehicle. Hudson was transported 
directly to the Knox County Jail. 
Also cited was the driver Hannah M. 
Dozard, 19, Bradford, for speeding 
80 mph in a 55 zone.  
   2-21 - Bryce W. Glisan, 33, Galva, 
was cited for driving on a suspended 
registration due to mandatory insur-
ance, loud exhaust and illegal posses-
sion of adult use cannabis.  
   2-22 - Keith Strong, 35, Peoria, 
cited for driving on an expired regis-
tration.  
   2-24 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred at 8:44 a.m. at the intersection 
of Illinois Route 40 and Castleton 
Road (Western Avenue). Drivers in-
volved were Michael A. Hamilton, 
63, Toulon, and Hobart M. Stutt, 47, 
of Clinton, Iowa.  
   According to the accident report 
Stutt was traveling south on Route 40 
and Hamilton was driving west on 
Western Ave. when he entered the in-

tersection and was struck by the on-
coming truck. Hamilton was trans-
ported by Stark County Ambulance 
to OSF St. Francis Hospital, and a 
passenger from the same vehicle 
Helen D. Sammons-Hamilton, 64, 
Toulon, was life-flighted from the 
scene and taken to the same hospital. 
Hamilton was cited for failure to 
yield at the stop intersection. 

Peoria County Report  
   2-23 - Kyra D. Comer, 26, of Tou-
lon was arrested about 3:45 p.m. and 
accused of failure to appear in court, 
according to the Peoria County Sher-
iff’s Office. 
   2-26 - Troy L. Bowen, 53, of Edel-
stein was arrested shortly before 9 
a.m. and accused of burglary, posses-
sion of burglary tools, unlawful pos-
session of methamphetamine and 
unlawful possession of drug para-
phernalia, according to the Peoria 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Galva Report 
   2-7 - A Galva-area man reported 
the radio inside his minivan was 
stolen, but no evidence of forced 
entry was found. A Knox County 
Sheriff’s Office deputy was dis-
patched about 6:15 p.m. Feb. 7 to the 
2800 block of Illinois Route 17, 
where he found the 65-year-old res-
ident in his driveway. Dogs were 
plentiful on the property, according 
to a report. 
   The deputy noted the area around 
which the radio was missing from the 
1994 Plymouth Voyager was covered 
in dust and dog hair. The owner said 
the incident happened within the pre-
vious few days. The deputy re-
quested additional patrols in the area.  
Officer dispatched: 
   2-19 - to a residence on NW 3rd 
Ave. to assist the ambulance with a 
patient having an altered mental 
status. The subject was transported 
for treatment.  
   2-19 - to the 100 block of SW 6th 
St. assist with a civil standby to re-
trieve property. 
   2-19 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 700 block of W. Division St., 
Linda Gaard, 53, Altona, was cited 
for operating a vehicle when registra-
tion was suspended for no insurance. 
She was released with a court date.  
   2-19 - Officer was dispatched to the 
200 block of NE 5th St. for a child 
custody dispute.  
   2-19 - Lacey Hughes, 31, Gales-
burg, was issued a citation for speed-
ing in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St.  
   2-19 - to the 500 block of SW 3rd 
Ave. to remove an unwanted subject. 
   2-20 - to the 700 block of NW 5th 
Ave. for a loose dog complaint. The 
dog returned home before it was 
found by the police.   
   2-21 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a reported fight in progress. 
Officer determined the caller was 
having a mental-health crisis. 
   2-21 - to the 300 block of Front St. 
to assist a business ban a subject who 
caused issues. The subject was 
served with a banning letter.  
   2-21 - to City Hall to retrieve a 
check found and turned in. Officer 
took the check to its rightful owner.  
   2-21 - along with the fire depart-
ment, Stark County Medic, Life 
Flight helicopter, Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office, Office of Emer-
gency Management, were dispatched 
to the Galva Big River Resources 
Ethanol Plant for a subject who re-
ceived severe burns. The patient was 
airlifted to Iowa City for treatment.  

   2-21 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a subject having a mental-
health crisis.   
   2-21 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd 
St. to remove an unwanted subject. 
After a brief altercation, Jeffrey 
McBride, 28, Wyoming, was arrested 
for disorderly conduct and resisting 
or obstructing a police officer. He 
was released with a court date.  
   2-22 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 200 block of SW 2nd Ave, 
Angelo D’Andrea, 86, Galva, was ar-
rested for operating a vehicle with a 
cancelled driver’s license. He was re-
leased with a court date.  
   2-22 - to the 800 block of SE 2nd 
St. for two loose dogs. They were lo-
cated and impounded.  
   2-23 - to the 200 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a loose-dog complaint. The 
dog owner was able to catch the dog.  
   2-23 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 600 block of SE Industrial 
Ave., Kyle Leverette, 26, LaFayette, 
was issued a citation for no lights 
when required. A passenger, Kayla 
Snider, 34, Kewanee, got into a phys-
ical altercation with the officer when 
he attempted to arrest her on a Henry 
County warrant for failing to appear 
on the charge of driving under the in-
fluence of drugs. She was taken into 
custody and charged with resisting or 
obstructing a police officer as well as 
the warrant. She was taken to the 
Henry County Jail.  
   2-23 - to the 300 block of SE 3rd 
St. for a child-custody dispute. 
   2-23 - Cody Jenkins, 32, Victoria, 
cited for having expired registration 
in the 100 block of SE 2nd St.  
   2-23 - Nichole Gillespie, 46, Gales-
burg, cited for not having registration 
and operating an uninsured vehicle in 
the 500 block of W. Division St.  
   2-24 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 500 block of NW 5th Ave., Re-
becca Muckey, 35, Galva, became in-
volved in a physical altercation with 
an officer. After a lengthy struggle, 
she was arrested for resisting a police 
officer, possession of adult-use can-
nabis in a motor vehicle, operating a 
vehicle when registration suspended 
for no insurance and operating an un-
insured vehicle. She was released 
with a court date.  
   2-24 - to the 300 block of Main St. 
for a two-vehicle accident with dam-
age only.   
   2-24 - to the 700 block of NE 2nd 
St. to remove an unwanted subject 
and hand out a banning letter.  
   2-24 - to the 300 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a loose and aggressive dog. As 
the result, Paige Davis, 27, Galva, 
was issued a notice to appear in court 
for violating the Illinois leash law.  
   2-24 - to the 200 block of NW 4th 
Ave. for a utility complaint involving 
lines down. It was determined to be a 
cable line. Mediacom was notified.  
   2-25 - to the 600 block of NW 1st 
St. for a verbal dispute. The subjects 
agreed to stay separated. 

Property Transfers 
   2-21 - Ann R. and Steven R. Jack-
son to Marian Kristine and Ruel 
Lynn Iliff - Pt 12-12-6 SW - 4014 
and 4012 State Rte. 91, Wyoming - 
Consideration = $350,000. 
   2-23 - Melanie McCullough and 
Jennifer L. Slichenmyer to Melanie 
McCullough - Pt 26-14-7 NE - 111 
W. Main St., Bradford - Considera-
tion = $0.
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GUEST VOICES

‘And the Lord said to Peter ...’
   While my father milked cows and 
farmed for almost 50 years, I never 
heard him say he loved – or, for that 
matter, even liked – either cows or 
farming. 
   I did know he loved to fish and it 
may have been that great passion that 
gave him the quiet patience to endure 
the days and decades of machinery 
breakdowns, sick Holsteins, six chil-
dren, and his not-always-helpful 
Uncle Honey. 
   I knew this because it didn’t take 
much to get him 
to talk about his 
fish-centered 
youth: vacations 
with neighbor-
hood friends to 
northern Minne-
sota in the 1930s; 
creekside camp-
ing and fishing 
under the stars 
with high school pals in the early 
1940s; his 1950 honeymoon on Mis-
souri’s Lake of the Ozarks so he, 
well, could fish. 
   Later, fishing kept those carefree, 
cow-free days alive. Most times it 
was just a couple of hours on slow, 
lazy Sunday afternoons with me and 
a couple of my brothers when, after 
his post-dinner, noon nap, Dad would 
ask,“Who wants to go to the river” – 
meaning the just-over-the-levee Kas-
kaskia River – “to see what’s bitin’?” 
   Usually it was the slow nibbles of 
toothy alligator gars or the slamming 
hits of a fish we called drum. Dad 
wanted neither so we usually went 

home empty handed.  
   “Ah,” he’d say, “it’s more about 
gettin’ the fever down anyway.” 
   In the late 1960s Dad bought a V-
hull, 16-foot aluminum boat with a 
40-horsepower Scott-Atwater out-
board motor. It “needed work” of 
course, so my brothers and I were re-
cruited to replace dozens of leaky 
rivets, fiberglass its exterior ribs and 
bow and sand it smooth and bare for 
a recoat of snappy azure blue and 
bright white. 
   A couple of years later, I was in that 
refurbished boat one summer morn-
ing with my father and a longtime 
camping friend, our congregation’s 
pastor, crappie fishing on Kentucky 
Lake. When the morning heat built, 
however, the crappie bites cooled.  
   My patient father, who had never 
had a bad day fishing no matter the 
results, kept his feathery jig dancing 
and the conversion moving. 
   Pastor Holstein – I kid you not – 
wasn’t entertained by either and soon 
he, who insisted Dad call him “Bob” 
when not in church, launched into a 
no-fish dirge that sounded like a 
reading from the bitter book of Lam-
entations. 
   When he finished, Dad looked at 
him and said in a firm voice, “Well, 
Bob, remember your Bible: ‘And the 
Lord said to Peter, “Peter, you 
dummy! Cast out on the other side!’” 
   I didn’t know whether to laugh out 
loud or jump into the lake to keep 
from laughing out loud. Pastor, ho-
wever, guffawed so hard it shook the 
boat but he quickly followed the 

Lord’s advice. 
   As my brothers and I got older and 
more able to take over the milking 
and fieldwork, Dad traded his “alu-
matub” for a quieter, better equipped, 
fiberglass boat.  
   Soon he and Mom, an avid fisher, 
too, would spend weekends fishing 
and camping at state parks and local 
lakes. 
   Then, after the cows went in the 
late 1980s, Dad acquired a new, 18-
footer that had more conveniences 
and luxuries than any house he and 
Mom ever lived in.  
   “There’s no law that says you can’t 
be comfortable having fun,” he said 
by way of explanation. 
   The last time I fished with Dad was 
in that comfortable boat. Always 
wanting to get to any fish first, Dad 
claimed the bow seat, I was in the 
stern, and my two older brothers – in 
a 40-year-old replay of those sultry 
Sunday afternoons on the Kaskaskia 
– were parked in the swivel seats in 
between. 
   It was an achingly beautiful spring 
afternoon and we were fishing on a 
small, private, spring-fed lake hidden 
in the southern Illinois hills. The fish 
were hitting, the beer was cold, and 
the love was honest and unmentioned 
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By TAMMIE SLOUP 
FarmWeek 

   The number of farms 
and farmland in the U.S. 
continues to fall, as the 
average age of farmers 
ticks higher. 
  USDA’s 2022 Census of 
Agriculture released Feb. 
13 serves as a “wake-up 
call” to policymakers, 
said USDA Secretary Tom 
Vilsack, noting the 
number of farms plum-
meted by 142,000 from 
2017 to 2022, and the 
country lost 20 million 
acres of farmland during 
that same period. 
   “This survey is essen-
tially asking the critical 
question of whether as a 
country, are we OK with 
losing that many farms? 
And are we OK with los-
ing that much farmland?” 
Vilsack said during a 
news conference. 
   Nationally, there were 
1.9 million farms and 
ranches (down 7% from 
2017) with an average 
size of 463 acres (up 5%) 
on 880 million acres of 
farmland (down 2%). 
That is 39% of all U.S. 
land. 
   The data-rich report, 
produced by USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statis-
tics Service, spans more 
than 6 million data points 
about America’s farms 
and ranches and the 
people who operate them 
down to the county level. 
The census dates back to 
1840 and is conducted 
every five years. 
   American Farm Bureau 
Federation President 
Zippy Duvall said the new 
census data shows an 
alarming loss of family 
farms. 
   “The latest census 
numbers put in black and 
white the warnings our 
members have been ex-
pressing for years,” Du-
vall said. “Increased 
regulations, rising supply 
costs, lack of available 
labor and weather dis-
asters have all squeezed 
farmers to the point that 
many of them find it im-
possible to remain eco-
nomically sustainable.” 
   The data also contained 
bright spots, including a 
rise in the number of new 
and beginning (operating 
10 or fewer years on any 
farm) as well as young 
(under 35) farmers. 

   Young farmers made up 
9% of all producers, with 
the 221,233 farms with 
young farmers making 
decisions tending to be 
larger than average in 
both acres and sales. 
   In fact, 33% of all farms 
in 2022 had a new or be-
ginning producer, NASS 
Statistician Virginia Har-
ris highlighted during 
USDA’s Ag Outlook 
Forum on Feb. 15. 
   While the number of 
producers between the 
ages of 35 and 64 de-
clined 9%, the number of 
producers 65 and over in-
creased 12% outpacing 
the 3.9% increase of 
young farmers. However, 
more than 1 million be-
ginning producers were 
counted. 
   Illinois also is in line 
with a decrease in farms 
and farmland, as well as 
an aging farmer demo-
graphic. The number of 
farms decreased 2.1% to 
71,123 (the fifth highest 
number of farms in the 
U.S.), with farmland acres 
falling from 27 million to 
26.29 million.  
   The average age of an 
Illinois farmer rose to 
58.6, slightly higher than 
the national average of 
58.1. 
   Of the 121,342 Illinois 
farmers, 10,632 are under 

the age of 35, and 32,538 
are new and beginning 
farmers — an increase 
from 2017 of 11%. 
   New census questions 
dealt with hemp, precision 
agriculture and internet 
access. Farms with inter-
net access continued to 
rise from 75% in 2017 to 
79% in 2022. In Illinois, 
farms with internet access 
increased slightly from 
77% of all farms to 79%. 
   The census also 
showed: 
   • Family-owned and op-
erated farms accounted 
for 95% of all U.S. farms 
and operated 84% of land 
in farms. 
   • U.S. farms and 
ranches produced $543 
billion in agricultural pro-
ducts, up from $389 bil-
lion in 2017. With farm 
production expenses of 
$424 billion, U.S. farms 
had net cash income of 
$152 billion. Average 
farm income rose to 
$79,790 and 43% of 
farms had positive net 
cash farm income in 
2022. 
   • The total value of crops 
in 2022 was $281 billion, 
up 45% from 2017. For 
livestock, the value was 
$262 billion, up 35%. 
   • A total of 153,101 
farms and ranches used 
renewable energy produc-

ing systems, a 15% in-
crease from 2017. The 
majority of farms (76%) 
with renewable energy 
systems reported using 
solar panels. 
   • In 2022, 116,617 
farms sold products di-
rectly to consumers, with 
sales of $3.3 billion. 
Value of sales increased 
16% from 2017. 
   • The 105,384 farms 
with sales of $1 million or 
more were 6% of U.S. 
farms and 31% of farm-
land; they sold more than 
three-fourths of agricul-
tural products. The 1.4 
million farms with sales 
of $50,000 or less ac-
counted for 74% of farms, 
25% of farmland and 2% 
of sales. 
   • Nearly three-fourths of 
farmland was used by 
farms specializing in two 
commodity categories: oil-
seed and grain production 
(32%) and beef cattle pro-
duction (40%). 
   • In 2022, 1.2 million fe-
male farmers accounted for 
36% of all producers. 
Fifty-eight percent of all 
farms had at least one fe-
male decision maker. 
   This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com. 

Latest ag census serves as wake-up call



Bradford School Board 
OKs roof replacement 
   BRADFORD– The Bradford 
School Board on Tuesday approved 
a $246,662 roof replacement project 
for the Junior High School. 
   Kreiling Roofing Co. of Peoria 
submitted the low bid for phase 
three of the roofing project. 
   Superintendent Chad Gripp re-
ported to the board that the building 
and grounds committee has decided 
to proceed with several projects: 
flooring in the junior high locker 
room, a scoreboard in the junior 
high gym and concrete for the pre-
K playground. 
   The board also approved: 
   • Hiring Abigail Stevenson as 
Scholastic Bowl coach. 
   • Using the school grounds for a 
senior recognition event in April, a 
ceremony that has been held an-
nually since Bradford High School 
closed. 
   • A policy for bullying prevention, 
which is a new requirement of 
school districts for 2024. 
   • A consolidated district plan, a 
yearly action item that certifies state 
grants. 

Galva Senior Center 
reopens March 1 
   GALVA – The Galva Senior Cit-
izen Center will have its re-opening 
today, March 1, from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Everyone is invited to come 
and meet the new director, Carlin 
Follis. The Center has been closed 
since Dec. 31. 
   As part of today’s grand reopen-
ing, Bingo will be played at 1 p.m. 

– Carol Townsend 

Man airlifted following    
accident at Galva plant 
   GALVA – A man was airlifted 
from the Big River Resources etha-
nol plant on Feb. 21 at about 3:35 
p.m. following an accident. 
   According to the Henry County 
Office of Emergency Management, 
a contractor at Big River Resources 
was using a power tool in an area 
“thought to be free of ethanol” 
when residual ethanol ignited. The 
man suffered significant thermal 
burns. Employees and contractors 
then extinguished the fire. No other 
injuries were reported.   
   First responders said they arrived 
on scene and began pre-hospital life 
support measures while the Galva 
Fire Department established a land-
ing zone for an OSF medical heli-

copter. 
   The victim was transported a 
short distance by Stark County Am-
bulance to the awaiting helicopter. 
There are no updates on the vic-
tim’s condition. 
   Also responding were Bishop Hill 
Fire District, Galva police and the 
Henry County sheriff’s department. 
Et cetera 
   • GALVA – Wynonna Judd will 
headline the Aug. 10 Back Road 
Music Festival in Galva. Other artists 

slated for the event include Collin 
Raye and Tracy Byrd, who will open 
for Judd. 
   • KEWANEE – Entry forms are 
available today, March 1, for the June 
18 Henry County Fair Queen Pag-
eant. Forms can be found on the 
Henry County Fair Queen Face-
book page or Instagram account or 
can be emailed or texted directly 
upon request. For questions or in-
formation, contact Kelli Patton at 
henrycopageant@gmail.com or 
(309) 944-7743.

Page 6 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS • March 1, 2024

We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

BRIEFS

The Bradford Junior High Chess team participated in the IESA State Chess meet for the first 
time on Feb. 23-24. The following students attended the meet: Aidan Parrish, Kevin Williams, 
Bailey McDermott, Schuylar Garlisch, Erik Knobloch, Easton Blake, Deaken Alexander, Silas 
Smith, Nick Miller, Ian Cresto, Derek Alexander and Jackson Smith. They were accompanied 
by Coach Brown and Assistant Coach Switzer. 

The 2024 National Junior Honor Society induction ceremony was held on Feb, 26 on the 
stage at Bradford Junior High. The ceremony was led by the current members and NJHS Di-
rector Becki Hoffert. Pictured above (from left to right) are inductees Molly Wellman, Kevin 
Williams, Schuylar Garlisch, Madison Kiewser, Bailey McDermott, Deaken Alexander, Caden 
Chapai, Erik Knobloch, Alyssa Cauthon, Creighton Stah and Dawson Alexander. 

The Galva: Ready to Grow committee recently presented the City of Galva with a check for 
$4,000 to purchase a wheelchair swing for Wiley Park. The cost of the swing is $25,000. 
Pictured are (from left to right) Shirley Crisco, Mayor Rich Volkert and Pat Raley. Anyone 
who would like to contribute to the wheelchair swing can take donations to City Hall. Photo 
by Carol Townsend. 



By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitolr News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker last week pro-
posed growing state spend-
ing by over $2 billion in 
the upcoming fiscal year 
while making a handful of 
corporate, sports wagering 
and other tax changes to 
pay for the increase.  
   Pritzker’s plan, laid out 
to lawmakers during his 
annual budget address on 
Feb. 21, does not alter or 
increase state income tax 
rates. But it would more 
than double the tax rate 
paid by sportsbooks on 
gross revenues and extend 
an existing cap on operat-
ing losses businesses can 
claim on taxes.  
   Those two changes 
would raise about $726 
million in revenue, erasing 
much of what had been 
projected as an $891 mil-
lion deficit for the upcom-
ing fiscal year.  
   In total, Pritzker’s budget 
anticipates $52.9 billion in 
general revenue and $52.7 
billion in spending for the 
state’s main discretionary 
spending account in the 
fiscal year that begins July 
1. The proposal now goes 
to lawmakers, beginning 
the annual negotiating pro-
cess that generally con-
cludes in May. 
   The governor’s budget 
office is also projecting 
current-year revenues will 
come in $199 million 

above previous estimates. 
The state expects the cur-
rent fiscal year to end with 
$52.2 billion in total reve-
nues.  
   When including a pro-
posed $1.2 billion supple-
mental spending plan for 
the current year, next 
year’s budget proposal 
would spend about $750 
million more than the cur-
rent year.  
   Pritzker’s spending plan 
calls for a total of about $1 
billion in revenue he pro-
poses generating in the up-
coming fiscal year through 
changes in the tax code or 
state operations. 
   That includes $526 mil-
lion by extending a cap on 
the amount of net operat-
ing losses that corporations 
can claim on taxes. Law-
makers created a $100,000 
cap on such deductions in 
2020, but it was set to ex-
pire in the 2025 tax year.  
   The proposal seeks to ex-
tend it while expanding the 
claimable losses to 
$500,000.  
   Another major change 
would increase the sports 
gambling tax to 35 percent 
from 15 percent. That tax 
is applied to the profits col-
lected by sportsbooks and 
will bring in about $200 
million, according to the 
governor’s office.  
   Other revenue changes 
include raising $101 mil-
lion by capping a sales tax 
credit retailers are allowed 

to claim. The change 
would also generate $85 
million for local govern-
ments.  
   As in previous years, 
Pritzker called for sizeable 
increases in education 
funding. For Pre-K-12 
education, Pritzker pro-
posed a roughly $450 mil-
lion increase as well as a 
$350 million increase in 
Evidence-Based Funding. 
His plan also includes an 
additional $150 million to 
fund his “Smart Start Illi-
nois” initiative to expand 
access to early childhood 
education and an ad-
ditional $10 million for ca-
reer and technical 
education programs, as 
well as $13 million to fund 
a new state agency for 

early childhood depart-
ment.  
   Pritzker is asking law-
makers to dedicate $182 
million to address the in-
flux of migrants from bor-
der states.  The spending 
plan includes fully fund-
ing the state’s $10.1 bil-
lion required pension 
payment in the upcoming 
fiscal year. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
    HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF: KAREN REDMAN,        
Deceased                      
No. 2024PR17 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Karen Redman. Letters of Office 
were issued on February 6, 2024, 
to Darci Montoya as Independent 
Executor whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, 
or both on or before August 9, 
2024. 
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after 
it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
lp.asp. Or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office. 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24  

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

COMMUNITY STATE BANK, 
Plaintiff, IN CHANCERY 
    vs.                                               
Case No. 2023 FC 47 
TIMOTHY M. MANNON, FRANK C.  
MANNON, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 
OF     HEALTHCARE AND FAMILY 
SERVICES, UNKNOWN OWNERS 

AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,    
Defendants.                                     

NOTICE OF COURT SALE 
[Code Civ. Proc. §15-1507] 

    PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to a judgment of 
foreclosure entered by the court in 
the above entitled cause, the 
property hereinafter-described, or 
so much thereof as shall be 
sufficient to satisfy said judgment, 
will be sold to the highest bidder. 
   1.The name, address, and 
telephone number of the person to 
contact for information regarding 
the real estate is:   
 
    Ben Nelson, Vice President 
    Community State Bank  
    409 Tenney Street 
    P.O. Box 549 
    Kewanee, IL. 61443 
    309-853-8182 
   2. The common address is:  
3815 Elmwood Avenue, Kewanee, 
IL 61443 
   3.The legal description of the real 
estate is: Lot Number Nine (9) of 
Block Number Three (3), in 
Elmwood Addition to the City of 
Kewanee, in the County of Henry 
and State of Illinois       
   4. Description of Improvements: 
None 
   5. The real estate may not be 
inspected prior to sale unless 
arrangements are made. 
   6. The date and time of the sale 
is:  5March 19, 2024 at 9:00 a.m.  
   7. The sale will be conducted by 
the Henry County Sheriff at: 
The first floor of the old wing of 
the Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, IL  
   8. The terms of the sale are: This 
is an “as is” sale for “cash”. The 
successful bidder must deposit 
10% down by certified funds at 
time of sale with balance to be 
paid, by certified funds, in full 
within 24 hours from the time of 
sale upon delivery of possession 
and warranty deed. The subject 
property is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court. Real estate taxes to be 
prorated to date of closing. Any 
statements made at time of sale 
will supersede any previously 
advertised or announced. 
   9. Title will be conveyed subject 
to all general real estate taxes 
which are a lien upon the real 
estate, but have not yet become 
due and payable, and special 
assessments, if any, and 
easements and restrictions of 
record. 
   Upon payment in full of the bid 

amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.  
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession 
of the subject premises.  
   If you are the mortgagor 
(homeowner), you have the right 
to remain in possession for 30 
days after entry of an order of 
possession, in accordance with 
Section 15-1701(c) of the Illinois 
Mortgage Foreclosure Law. 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24  

• • • 
ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 

NOTICE 
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
on Friday, February 9, 2024, a 
certificate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of Stark County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post-office addresses of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as HK TRUCKING AND 
EXCAVATING located at 332 
Enterprise Dr. Bradford, IL 61421 
   Dated this 9th day of February 
2024. 
                       /S/ Heather Hollis     
                             County Clerk 
No. 2023ASN-11745 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of CHERYL K. BINGAMAN, 
deceased 
No. 2024PR3 
   Notice is given of the death of 
CHERYL K. BINGAMAN. Letters of 
Office-Independent Executor were 
issued on January 8,2024 to 
Edward R. Fliege, of 406 N. Vail 
Street, Geneseo IL 61254, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Michael E. Massie, of 
Massie & Quick, 1 15 NW 3rd 
Avenue, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or with 
the representatives, or both, within 
six months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. Massie & 
Quick, LLC Attorneys for Estate 
1 15 Northwest Third Avenue 
Galva, IL 61434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24 

• • • 
ASSUMED NAME  

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
   Public Notice is hereby given that 
on Friday, February 9, 2024, a 
certificate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of Stark County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post-office addresses of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as FLETCHER’S HARD 
TARGET GUN AND AMMUNITION 
SUPPLY located at 10345 
TOWNSHIP RD 71 N. 
PRINCEVILLE, IL 61559. 
   Dated this 9th day of February 
2024. 
                       /S/ Heather Hollis     
                             County Clerk 
No. 2023ASN-11746 
Published 2/16, 2/23, 3/1/24 

• • • 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 

SECURITY 
 

FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

 
Proposed Flood Hazard 

Determinations for Stark County, 
Illinois and Incorporated Areas 

   The Department of Homeland 
Security’s Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has issued a 
preliminary Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM), and where applicable, 
Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report, 
reflecting proposed flood hazard 
determinations within Stark 
County, Illinois and Incorporated 
Areas.  These flood hazard 
determinations may include the 
addition or modification of Base 
Flood Elevations, base flood 
depths, Special Flood Hazard Area 

boundaries or zone designations, 
or the regulatory floodway. 
Technical information or 
comments are solicited on the 
proposed flood hazard 
determinations shown on the 
preliminary FIRM and/or FIS report 
for Stark County, Illinois and 
Incorporated Areas.  These flood 
hazard determinations are the 
basis for the floodplain 
management measures that your 
community is required to either 
adopt or show evidence of being 
already in effect in order to qualify 
or remain qualified for participation 
in the National Flood Insurance 
Program.  However, before these 
determinations are effective for 
floodplain management purposes, 
you will be provided an opportunity 
to appeal the proposed 
information.  For information on 
the statutory 90-day period 
provided for appeals, as well as a 
complete listing of the 
communities affected and the 
locations where copies of the FIRM 
are available for review, please visit 
FEMA’s website at 
https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/f
hm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp or 
call the FEMA Mapping and 
Insurance eXchange (FMIX)  
toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP  
(1-877-336-2627). 
Published 2/23, 3/1/24 

 • • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
    HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF: STEVEN LLOYD 
ANDERSON,                                    
Deceased 
No. 2024PR20 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Steven Lloyd Anderson.  Letters of 
Office were issued on February 15, 
2024, to Mary Jane Anderson as 
Independent Executor whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, 
LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, 
or both on or before August 15, 
2024.  
    Any claim not filed by that date 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after 
it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
lp.asp. Or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office. 
Name   Barash & Everett, LLC         
Attorney for Executor                                     
Address P.O. Box 165  
City   Galva, IL  61434                                   
Phone (309) 932-2001                    
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com  
Published 2/23, 3/1, 3/8/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

    
UNION FEDERAL SAVINGS & 
LOAN 
ASSOCIATION (F/K/A FIRST 
FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN 
ASSOCIATION OF KEWANEE),        
Plaintiff, IN CHANCERY 
    v.                                                 
Case No. 2024FC11 
MANDY M. MOORE; MARINER 
FINANCE, LLC; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS; AND  
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,            
Defendants.                                     
                                                        

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE BY 
PUBLICATION 

    The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, all 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants, Defendants in the 
above-captioned cause, that the 
above-captioned mortgage 
foreclosure action was filed on 
February 22, 2024, and is now 
pending. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are 
identified above. 

   2. The name of the titleholder of 
record is: Mandy M. Moore 
   3. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:  
    Lot Two (2) in Block Three (3) 
of Burlington View Addition to the 
City of Kewanee, Henry County, 
Illinois 
    PIN: 20-32-230-008 
   4. A common address or 
description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows:  
343 North Rice St., Kewanee IL 
61443. 
   5. An identification of the 
Mortgage sought to be foreclosed 
is as follows:  
   a. Names of Mortgagor:  Mandy 
M. Moore 
   b. Name of Mortgagee:   Union 
Federal Savings & Loan 
Association 
   (f/k/a First Federal Savings & 
Loan Association of Kewanee)         
   c. Date of Mortgage: March 1, 
2013 
   d. Date of Recording: March 4, 
2013  
   e. County Where Recorded:  
Henry County, Illinois  
   f. Recording Document 
Identification:  20-1301439  
    NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants, Defendants, file 
your answer to the Complaint for 
Foreclosure in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the Circuit Court of the 
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Henry 
County, Illinois, Henry County 
Courthouse, Cambridge, Illinois, 
on or before April 2, 2024, default 
may be entered against you and 
each of you at any time after that 
day and a Judgment for 
Foreclosure may be entered in 
accordance with the prayer of the 
Complaint for Foreclosure.  
_/s/ Terilyn A. Motley___________

Circuit Clerk 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee IL 61443  
Phone:  309/852-5555 
justin@barashlaw.com  

Published 3/1, 3/8, 3/15/24 
• • • 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
CITY OF KEWANEE, ILLINOIS, an 
Illinois Municipal corporation, 
Plaintiff IN CHANCERY 
Case No. 23-MR-39K 
    vs.                                               
MAURICIO BARRAGAN TELLO; 
JICTB INC 
Defendants 
 

NOTICE OF DEMOLITION BY 
PUBLICATION 

 
The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, 
Mauricio Barragan Tello and JICTB, 
Inc., all Non-Record Claimants, 
and all Unknown Owners, 
Defendants in the above-entitled 
cause, that the above-entitled 
action was filed and is now 
pending. 
    1.The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are 
identified above. 
    2.The name of the titleholder of 
record: Mauricio Barragan Tello 
    3. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows: 
Lot Four (4) of Executor’s 
Subdivision of Lot One (1) of 
Little’s Subdivision of Lot Twenty-
one (21) of Elliott’s Addition to the 
City of Kewanee, subject to a 
common driveway easement over 
the South four (4) feet of Lot Four 
(4) and over the North four (4) feet 
of Lot Three (3), and dated 
September 4, 1971, and recorded 
September 10, 1971 as Document 
71R3472 in the Office of the 
Recorder, Henry County, Illinois, 
all lying, being and situated in the 
County of Henry, State of Illinois. 
    4. A common address or 
description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows: 614 S. 
Chestnut Street., Kewanee, IL 
61443.  
    NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Defendants, Non-Record 
Claimants, and Unknown Owners, 
file your answer to the Petition for 
Property Clean-Up and Lien in this 
cause or otherwise make your 

appearance therein, with the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, 401 E 3rd St, 
Kewanee, IL 61443, on or before 
30 days after the date of this 
publication, or a default may be 
entered. 
                        /s/ Terilyn A. Motley 

Circuit Clerk 
 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W 2nd St 
Kewanee, IL 61443  
309/852-5555 
Published 3/1, 3/8, 3/15/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CITY OF KEWANEE, ILLINOIS, an 
Illinois Municipal corporation,         
Plaintiff IN CHANCERY 
Case No. 23-MR-37K 
    vs.                                               
BARBARA BURMEISTER; FIRST 
MIDWEST BANK n/k/a OLD 
NATIONAL BANK, and MS               
INVESTMENT GROUP, INC.             
Defendants 
 

NOTICE OF DEMOLITION BY 
PUBLICATION 

    The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, 
Barbara Burmeister, First Midwest 
Bank n/k/a Old National Bank, and 
MS Investment Group, Inc., all 
Non-Record Claimants, and all 
Unknown Owners, Defendants in 
the above-entitled cause, that the 
above-entitled action was filed and 
is now pending. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are 
identified above. 
   2. The name of the titleholder of 
record: Barbara Burmeister 
   3.  A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows: 
Lots 7 and 8 in Block 2 of 
Ackerman Subdivision of Lots 8 
and 21 of the Original Town of 
Wethersfield, now a part of the City 
of Kewanee, excepting therefrom 
the North 50 feet of said Lots 7 
and 8; situated in the County of 
Henry, in the State of Illinois. 
   4. A common address or 
description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows: 144 
Tenney Street., Kewanee, IL 
61443.  
   NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Defendants, Non-Record 
Claimants, and Unknown Owners, 
file your answer to the Petition for 
Property Clean-Up and Lien in this 
cause or otherwise make your 
appearance therein, with the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, 401 E 3rd St, 
Kewanee, IL 61443, on or before 
30 days after the date of this 
publication, or a default may be 
entered. 

/s/ Terilyn A. Motley 
Circuit Clerk 

 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W 2nd St 
Kewanee, IL 61443  
309/852-5555 
Published 3/1, 3/8, 3/15/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF NANCY A. PUSKAR, 
Deceased                                         
No.   2024 PR 24 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Nancy A. Puskar. Letters of Office 
were issued on February 22, 2024, 
to Leo Puskar III as Independent 
Administrator whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
    Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before August 30, 2024. Any claim 
not filed by that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 

provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/g
ethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor    
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 

Published 3/1, 3/8, 3/15/24 
• • • 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
   The regular scheduled meetings 
of Valley Township Board of 
Trustees to conduct regular 
business of the township, to 
inspect and pay bills, and any such 
matters that shall come before the 
board for the fiscal year 2024-
2025, will be held on the second 
Thursday of each month. Meetings 
will be held at the Valley Township 
Town Hall, Wyoming, Illinois 
beginning at 7:00 PM. 
   Dated March 1, 2024 
                                    Jodi Dienst 
    Valley Township Clerk 
Published 3/1/24 

 • • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 0F 

THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, STATE 0F 

ILLINOIS 
 

IN THE MATTER 0F THE ESTATE 
OF 
EVELYN I. SIEGMUND, 
Deceased. 
 
Case No. 2024-PR-4 
 
WILL NOTICE AND CLAIM NOTICE 
- INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION 
 
   Notice is given of the death of 
EVELYN I. SIEGMUND Of Rural 
Route #1, Bradford, Stark County, 
minois, 61421. Letters of Office 
were issued on February 23, 2024 
to RONALD G. SEFRIED as 
Independent Representative, whose 
attorney is The Rennick Law Firm, 
P.C., Box 430, Toulon, IL 61483. 
   Notice is given to all interested 
parties, heirs or legatees who are 
named in a petition filed in the 
above proceeding to probate a will 
and whose names or addresses are 
not stated in the petition to admit 
the will to probate, including, but 
not limited to, the uknown heirs at 
law, if any, of the deceased in the 
above named estate proceeding, 
that an order was entered by the 
court on February 23, 2024, 
admitting the will to probate. Within 
42 days after the effective date of 
the original order of admission you 
may file a petition with the court to 
require proof of the 
will by testimony of the witnesses 
to the will in open court or other 
evidence, as provided in Section 6-
21 of the Probate Act to contest the 
validity of the will by filing a petition 
with the court within 6 months after 
admission of the will to probate. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Stark 
County Circuit Clerk, Stark County 
Courthouse, 130 West Main, Box 
426, Toulon, IL 61483, or with the 
representative, on or before the 
later of 6 months from the first date 
of publication in this estate, to wit: 
September 1, 2024, or 3 months 
from the date of mailing or delivery 
of notice of death and the names 
and addresses of the representative 
and the attorney of record and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed. 
   The estate will be administered 
without court supervision, unless 
under Section 28-4 of the Probate 
Act of 1975 (IL Rev. Stat., Ch 755 
ILCS 5/28-4) any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time by 
mailing or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the clerk. You may 
obtain a copy of a Petition to 
Terminate Independent 
Administration form from the Clerk 
of Court at the above address. 
   Dated this 23rd day of February, 
2024. 
 
THE RENNICK LAW FIRM, P.C. 
P.O. Box 430 
Toulon, Illinois 61483 
Telephone: (309) 286-5921 
Facsimile: (309) 286-5000 
 
RONALD G. SEFRIED 
(Independent Representative) 
By: Robert H. Rennick, Sr. 
Published 3/1, 3/8, 3/15/24 
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By KEVIN BESSLER 
The Center Square 

   Illinois corn farmers 
stand to benefit from the 
recent decision by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency to allow year 
round sales of E15 fuel.  
   In 2022, the governors of 
Illinois and several other 
Midwest states requested 
year-round E15 sales in an 
effort to lower gas prices. 
E15 is a 15% blend of eth-
anol to petroleum fuel and 
is also known as Unleaded 
88.   
   Mike Shane with the Illi-
nois Corn Growers Associ-
ation said the ruling will 
give a huge boost in the 
use of ethanol.  
   “It’s a 50% increase for 
us which is a pretty large 
increase for the usage of 
corn,” said Shane. “It 
should increase the de-
mand for corn and help al-
leviate the extra supplies of 
corn right now.”   
   Despite E15 having a 

lower Reid vapor pressure 
than most fuel on the mar-
ket, the ICGA said out-
dated regulations excluded 
it from being sold during 
summer months 
   The use of E15 was ap-
proved by the EPA in 2011 
for all 2001 and newer ve-
hicles, accounting for more 
than 96% of vehicles on 
the road today.  
   Shane said Illinoisans 
will save money.  
   “E15 is a cheaper pro-
duct than straight gasoline 

so the consumer is going to 
drive the demand wanting 
cheaper gasoline at the 
pump,” said Shane.  
   Some oil refiners have 
argued that allowing E15 
in just select states instead 
of nationwide could lead to 
fuel price spikes and 
supply issues.  
   The ruling goes into ef-
fect in April of next year. It 
is not known if the EPA 
will grant waivers to states 
for the use of E15 this 
summer.  

Expansion of E15 fuel aids farmers

LEGALS

Answers on Page 3

Answers on Page 3

• • • 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
   Notice is hereby given to the legal 
voters, residents of the Town of 
Valley in the County of Stark and 
State of Illinois, that the Annual 
Town Meeting of said Town will take 
place on Tuesday April 9, 2024, at 
the Valley Township Town Hall, 
Wyoming, Illinois at the hour of 6:00 
o'clock PM for the transaction of 
miscellaneous business of Valley 
Township; and after a Moderator 
having been elected, will proceed to 
hear and consider reports of 
officers, and decide on such 
measures as may, in pursuance of 
law come before the meeting. 
   Dated: March 1, 2024 
    Jodi Dienst 
    Valley Township Clerk 

Published 3/1/24 
 • • • 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
on Road District Budget  
and Township Budget 

   Notice is hereby given that 
Tentative Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance meetings for Road 
Purposes of Valley Township, in the 
County of Stark, State of Illinois, and 
also for Town of Valley in said 
county, for the fiscal year beginning 
April 1, 2024, and ending March 31, 
2025, will both be on file and 
conveniently available to public 
inspection at Valley Town Hall, 
15003 Township Road 300N, 
Wyoming, IL 61491, after March 14, 
2024, by appointment only. 
   Notice is further given that public 
hearings on said Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinances will be 

held at 6:15 PM and 6:30 PM 
respectively, Tuesday, April 9, 2024 
at the Valley Township Town Hall, 
Wyoming, Illinois and that action on 
these ordinances will take place 
immediately following. 
   The 7:00 PM regularly scheduled 
April 11th, 2024 monthly meeting of 
Valley Township Board of Trustees 
to discuss regular business will be 
rescheduled to take place April 9, 
2024 immediately following the 
budget hearings. 
   Dated: March 1, 2024. 
    Jodi Dienst 
    Valley Township Clerk 
309-230-8953 
Published 3/1/24 

 • • •
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OBITUARIES

Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
Galva Congregational Church 

 Pastor Marshall Jones 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

309-695-4523 leave message 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational  
Church of Christ 

Pastor Ross Wyman 
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational UCC of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113 
309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 

newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 

 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Joel A. Brewster 
   GALVA – Joel A. “Joey” Brew-
ster, 51, of Galva, passed away at 
1:05 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 24, 
2024, at OSF Saint Francis Medical 
Center in Peoria, 
surrounded by 
loving family.  
   He was born on 
May 16, 1972, in 
Galesburg, the 
son of Lynda 
(Doss) and Gary 
Anderson.  
   Surviving Joel 
are his daughter, Tia Brewster of 
Yukon, Okla.; grandson, Damon 
Reese; adopted son, Dalton Brew-
ster; parents, Lynda and Gary An-
derson of Toulon; brother, James 
Brewster of Moline; nephew, Fran-
kie Doss; step-siblings, Ehrin and 
Shauna Anderson; and a step-niece, 
Harmony Stauth.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
stepfather, Joe Brewster, and a 
brother, John Doss. 
   Joey loved spending time with his 
family. He enjoyed motorcycles and 
having a beer with his buddies. He 
owned and operated his own handy-
man business, Brewsters N’ Stuff. 
His generosity will be remembered 
in the way he helped others through 
his work and through being an 
organ and tissue donor. 
   A celebration of life will take 
place at a later date. A memorial has 
been established at the State Bank 
of Toulon at the Toulon, Kewanee, 
and Galva locations, so he may 
have a park bench at the park dis-
trict in his memory. 
   Haskell Funeral and Cremation 
Services in Wyoming is assisting 
the family with arrangements.  
   Condolences for Joey’s family 
may be left on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Norma Brown 
   TOULON – Norma “Pat” Brown 
passed away on Feb. 18, 2024, on a 
sunny Sunday morning at home ex-
actly where she 
always wanted to 
be when she fi-
nally got to “go 
Home.”  
   She lived a 
long, fulfilling 
life giving so 
much to the 
world along the 
way. She was a strong independent 
woman who always wanted to do 
whatever she could to make this 
world a better place. 
   Norma Patricia Swanson was 
born on Aug. 17, 1927, in Kewanee, 
Ill., to Frederick and Lora (Nyberg) 
Swanson. They preceded her in 
death. Her little sister, Nancy Jane 
also preceded her in death.  
   She graduated from Galva High 
School and earned an associate de-
gree later in life.  

   She married Merle Streitmatter in 
1946. They had four children, Linda 
(Fred) DeCamp, Gary Streitmatter, 
Alan (Linda) Streitmatter and Amy 
(Greg) Milroy. She also had four 
grandchildren, Francine (Doug) 
McCartney, Scott DeCamp, Dave 
(Mackinsey) Milroy and Kyle Mil-
roy; and four great-grandchildren, 
Erica DeCamp and Alexis DeCamp 
and Quinn and Lincoln Milroy.  
   In 1987, she married the love of 
her life, Boyd Brown. She cher-
ished their four short years together 
and it brings so much comfort to 
her family to know that they are to-
gether once again. 
   Much of Pat’s life revolved 
around her son, Gary, born with 
Down Syndrome in 1951, at a time 
when there were virtually no serv-
ices for special needs children. Pat 
and Merle along with two other 
couples with special needs children 
worked diligently to create what has 
evolved into Kewanee’s Abilities 
Plus, which today serves hundreds 
of special needs residents.  
   She always viewed this as her 
most important gift to life. Gary 
passed away three months ago. One 
of Pat’s biggest hopes was to be 
there for Gary throughout his entire 
life but was content to live “just one 
day longer.” Not to diminish the 
love she had for the others in her 
family, but Gary’s death left a huge 
void in her life. These past months 
she was looking so forward to being 
reunited with her sweet boy. 
   She loved her family. Her home 
was always most important to Pat, 
but she also worked outside of the 
home at times. She did clerical 
work for Country Companies and 
she and Merle started a bus service 
to transport children to attend Pilot 
House (now Abilities Plus) before 
special education classes were 
available for them in the public 
school system. Pat eventually 
worked for Abilities Plus as Super-
visor for the Respite Program. 
   Pat was an accomplished pianist 
and organist. She played organ for 
the United Methodist Church for 
close to 60 years.  
   She loved to travel, especially to 
sunny places with beautiful 
beaches. She loved cooking and 
baking and loved to have people 
stop by. She was sad when “drop-
ping in on friends and neighbors” 
became a thing of the past. Her 
door was always open and loved it 
when people felt free to walk right 
in. 
   A celebration of life for Pat will 
be held at 1 p.m., Saturday, March 
2, at the Toulon United Methodist 
Church. Visitation will be held one 
hour prior to the services at the 
church. Following the services ev-
eryone is welcome to join the 
family in the church basement for 
food and fellowship. 

   Rux Funeral Home in Kewanee is 
in charge of arrangements. In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests me-
morials be directed to Abilities 
Plus. 

Roberta A. Green 
   CAMP GROVE – Roberta A. 
Green, 89, of Camp Grove, passed 
away at 2:08 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, 
2024, at OSF Richard L. Owens 
Hospice in Peo-
ria.  
   Roberta was 
born on March 
31, 1934, in Wy-
oming to Ray-
mond Leo and 
Emma Ann 
(Morrissey) 
Maher. She mar-
ried Thomas Green on Nov. 17, 
1956, at St. Dominic’s in Wyoming. 
He preceded her in death on Aug. 
28, 2011.  
   Surviving are two sons, Thomas 
(Denise) Green, of Pontiac, Ill., and 
John (Kimberly Holland) Green of 
Adel, Iowa; two daughters, Mary 
Green, of Peoria, Ill., and Kathleen 
(Christopher) Abel of Brownsburg, 
Ind.; one daughter-in-law, Marie 
Green, of Wyoming; nine grand-
children, Ann (Ryan) Boarman, 
Heather (Mitch) Mustard, Emily 
Green, Tommy (Katie) Green, 
Christopher (Tricia) Green, Sara, 
Jennifer, Connor and Samantha 
Abel; nine great-grandchildren, 
Charlie, John Patrick and Hattie 
Boarman, Max, Brooks, Isla and 
Cooper Mustard and Cade and 
Emma Green; and one sister, Chris-
tine (Ricky) Cooper, of Glencoe, Ill.  
   She was also preceded in death by 
her parents; one son, Timothy 
Green; and three brothers James, 
Robert (her twin) and John Maher.  
   Roberta received her teaching cer-
tificate in 1954 from Western Illi-
nois University and taught at 
Princeville and Camp Grove 
Schools. She was a member of St. 
Dominic’s Altar and Rosary Soci-
ety. 
   Her funeral mass will be at 10 
a.m. Friday, March 1, 2024, at St. 
Dominic Catholic Church in Wyo-
ming. Visitation was to be from 5 to 
7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, at 
Haskell Funeral and Cremation 
Services in Wyoming. The rosary 
service was to be at 4:30 p.m. on 
Thursday at the funeral home. 
Father Braden Maher was to offici-
ate. Burial will follow at St. Pat-
rick’s Cemetery in Camp Grove. 
Haskell Funeral and Cremation 
Services in Wyoming is in charge of 
arrangements.  
   Memorial contributions can be 
made to OSF Richard L. Owens 
Hospice Home or St. Dominic’s 
Altar and Rosary Society.  
   Condolences may be left for Rob-
erta’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com.

Brown

Brewster

Green



SERVICES 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. 
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call 

today (309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: 
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including 
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting 
and electrical, by Denny Miller. 
Over 25 years of experience. We 
also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs wel-
come! Call me at (309) 995-
3364.
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SPORTS: Galva falls to Annawan at the buzzer
all, you cannot ask for a 
better group of kids.” 
   Galva Boys – Annawan 
beat the buzzer to beat 
Galva 49-47 in a Wethers-
field Regional semifinal 
Feb. 21 at Kewanee. 
   Seeded ninth in their 
Hanover sub-sectional, the 
Wildcats (10-21) tied the 
game at 47 on a 3-pointer 
by Blake Stahl with nine 
seconds remaining. On the 
ensuing possession for sec-
ond-seeded Annawan, 
Gabe Sims missed a shot 
but got a long rebound and 
scored from about 10 feet 
as time expired. 
   Stahl finished with 17 
points and six rebounds 
against Annawan (24-9), 
which lost to Fulton in the 
regional final Feb. 23.  
   For the season, sopho-
more Stahl averaged 14.9 
points and 7.8 rebounds 
per game, both team highs. 
Senior Braxton Rylander 
averaged 12 points. Under-
classmen Cyrus Lilly and 
J.P. Sloan averaged 7.4 
points and 6.3 points, re-
spectively. Lilly also aver-
aged 6.8 rebounds. 
   “We have a lot of young 

players that played a lot of 
minutes for us,” Galva 
Coach Jake McClintic 
stated. “We went through 
some ups and downs this 
season but ended with a 
positive attitude. I enjoyed 
every minute of it.”  
   Princeville boys – Peoria 
Heights topped Princeville 
in the Brimfield Regional 
final, 59-54, meaning all 
three Lincoln Trail Confer-
ence boys teams in the fi-
nals were eliminated. 
   In four games against 
Peoria Heights this season, 
the Princeville boys basket-
ball team won three. Unfor-
tunately for the Princes, the 
loss came in the state tour-
nament. 
   The loss ended a stellar 
season for Princeville (28-
6), which tied a school 
record for wins. But 
Princeville players might 
wish for a do-over after this 
one, in which they strug-
gled with shooting. 
   “It didn’t end how we 
wanted it to,” senior guard 
Parker Melick said. 
   Camron Williams scored 
31 to lead Heights, which 
advanced to an Abingdon 
Sectional semifinal played 

Tuesday against second-
seeded Camp Point Cen-
tral. Princeville was top 
seed in its sub-sectional. 
Heights (19-13) was No. 4. 
   The Patriots’ regional vic-
tory atoned for losses to 
Princeville by nine, three 
and 27 points.  
   “The first two times we 
played were exactly like 
this game,” Princeville 
Coach Tait Sennett said. “It 
was a hard-nosed battle, 
and it was anybody’s ball-
game. We just came out on 
top. The third time we hit 
shots, and we hit shots, and 
we hit shots. And whatever 
they could do, we just 
countered it and hit shots. 
   “Tonight we didn’t hit 
shots, and it turned into one 
of those battles like the first 
two games, and they came 
out on top.” 
   For the game, Princeville 
made only two 3-point at-
tempts and missed at least a 
dozen. With 3:01 to play in 
the first quarter, Tucker 
Sennett made the initial 3-

pointer. With six seconds 
left in the game, Tayshaun 
Kieser made the second.    
The Princes also were 6-
for-16 on free throws.  
   Coach Sennett said it was 
among his team’s worst 
shooting performances of 
the season. In the fourth 
quarter, Princeville was 2-
for-6 from the line.  
   Princeville’s only two 
double-digit scorers – 
Kieser (17 points) and 
Zach Stalter (13) – worked 
mainly from inside. 
   Heights used a matchup-
zone defense against 
Princeville instead of the 
man-to-man defense de-
ployed previously.  
   This Princeville team 
joins the 1985 Class A Elite 
Eight qualifier and the 
2019-20 squad in the 28-
victory club.  
   Princeville reached the 
final by beating Midland 
66-54 in the semifinals on 
Feb. 21 behind 18 points 
from Jake Williams and 16 
from Kieser.  

Continued from Page 12
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Card of Thanks 
FAMILY OF BARBRA J KRAKLOW 

   The family of Barbra J Kraklow would like to thank all 
those who sent condolences, prayers, monetary donations 
(St Paul’s Lutheran Church / Stark County Genealogy 
Society) and meals since her passing. It is wonderful to hear 
how she touched so many lives during her lifetime. It is 
wonderful to live in a small community and have such 
compassionate family and friends. Thank you to Haskell 
Funeral Home for the kindness expressed during the funeral 
arrangements and services. 

God’s Blessing to All, 
Linda and Brian Moran and family 

Karen Kraklow and family 
Steven and Sheri Kraklow and family 
Paula and Michael Leezer and family

Margaret A. Turner 
   WYOMING – Margaret Ann 
“Maggie” Turner, 
75, of Wyoming, 
passed away at 
10:08 a.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 26, 
2024, at her 
home.  
   Maggie was 
born on Nov. 14, 
1948, in Kewa-
nee, to Herman 
and Hazel (Collett) Warken. She 
married Orville Turner on March 9, 
1968, in Neponset; he survives. 
    Also surviving are her daughter, 
Iva (Lenny) Schmitt of Boling-
brook; one son, Jeff (Traci) Turner 
of Wyoming; five grandchildren, 
Logan, Mason, Gavin, Natalie 
(Stephen) and Nathan (Skylar); 
seven great-grandchildren; and one 
brother, Richard Warken of Kewa-
nee.  

   She was preceded in death by her 
parents and seven siblings.  
   Maggie worked as an in-home 
daycare provider for 25 years. She 
adored her family, especially her 
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. She enjoyed going to all of 
their many activities.  
    Her celebration of life will be 
Saturday, March 16, 2024, with a 
gathering of family and friends 
from 1-4 p.m. at St. Dominic’s fel-
lowship hall.  
    Haskell Funeral and Cremation 
Services in Wyoming is assisting 
the family with arrangements.  
   Condolences for Maggie’s family 
may be left on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Margaret L. Camey 
   KEWANEE – Margaret L. 
Camey, 74, of Kewanee, died Feb. 
22, 2024, at the Kewanee Care 
Home. 
   She was born Feb. 1, 1950, in Ke-

wanee, the daughter of Dale and 
Dorothy (Nordstrom) Doye. She 
married Rik Camey in 1969.  
   Survivors include her two daugh-
ters, Kim (Mark) Tudder of Kewa-
nee and Danielle Camey of Galva; 
three brothers, David (Caroline) 
Doye of Florida, Mike Doye of Ke-
wanee and Dennis (Florence) Doye 
of Duncan; six grandchildren, Mal-
lery (Austin) Pettis, Katie and Ryan 
Tudder and Samantha, Jennifer and 
Kimber Schwigen; and 10 great-
grandchildren.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents. 
   Margaret graduated from Galva 
High School.  
   Services were Feb. 26. 

Patrick H. Williams 
   GALVA – Patrick H. Williams, 
70, of Galva, died Sunday, February 
18, 2024 at his home. 
   Cremation will be accorded and 
no services are planned at this time. 

Turner
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By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   Stark County had a boys basketball sea-
son worth celebrating. The Rebels won 19 
games, their highest total in more than a 
decade. 
   As satisfying as that might have been for 
Stark County Coach Dusty Browning, he 
can be forgiven for believing the job was 
only semi-completed. 
   For the third consecutive season, Stark 
County lost in the Class 1A regional semi-
finals. This time the winner was Abing-
don-Avon, 44-32 on Feb. 21 at the 
Williamsfield Regional. 
   “A heartbreaker,” Stark County senior 
Luke Rewerts called it. 
   Rewerts’ team-high 14 points weren’t 
enough to boost the Rebels (19-13), who 
were seeded fifth in their Abingdon sub-
sectional. Third-seeded A-Town (20-14) 
led 18-11 at halftime and 25-17 with three 
minutes left in the third quarter. 
   Carter Redfern then had the next 10 A-
Town points, including six in a row over-
all, on his way to a game-leading 23. 
Following two free throws by Asa Stegall, 
the Tornadoes led 37-21 with 5:38 left in 
the fourth period.  
   “They got that one-two-three baskets in 
a row here and there, and that’s how I 
thought they took control of the game,” 
Browning said. 
   The two six-point A-Town runs exacer-
bated Stark County offensive struggles. 
The Rebels had only three 3-pointers, all 
in the fourth quarter. That’s half as many 

as they had overall in a 43-42 Lincoln 
Trail Conference loss Feb. 13 to A-Town. 
   “To be honest, it was the exact same 
game, except we didn’t miss any 
bunnies,” Browning said in comparing 
that game and this one. “We made every 
easy basket we got. 
   “Seven points is a massive (deficit) 
when you’re struggling from the floor. All 
year long, we talked about stacking up 
baskets and stacking up shots. And it felt 
like we never got two stops in a row and 
two baskets in a row.” 
   Rewerts echoed his coach. 
   “It felt like we were playing down 20 
and we were only down seven,” he said. 
“Just trying to hurry too much and not 
really playing our game, and that’s where 
we went wrong.” 
   A-Town lost in the regional final Feb. 23 
to second-seeded Peoria Christian. 
   Rewerts averaged 13.8 points per game 
to lead Stark County this season. Senior 
teammates Matthew Bowser and Will 
Rumbold averaged 10.2 and 10.1, respec-
tively. Rumbold also averaged 5.5 re-
bounds. 
   Browning suggested the good times this 
season outweighed the bad, but the ending 
still stung. 
   “We’re stuck in this semifinal game,” he 
said. “Two years ago, we played United. 
Last year, we played Princeville and hit a 
buzzsaw, and this year, the same game 
again. In that regard, our goal was to make 
a step forward in the postseason. But over-

Rebels stuck in the semis 
Stark Co. boys lose in regional semis for 3rd year
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