
By JOHN A. BALENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Circuit 
Court Judge Paul E. 
Bauser heard several Stark 
County cases last Friday, 
with charges ranging from 
a traffic violation to a fel-
ony aggravated assault. 
   Shawn L. Hall, 51, of 
Toulon, is charged with a 
Class 4 felony aggravated 
assault for an incident on 
Dec. 16, 2023. It is alleged 
that Hall “attempted to 
kick Toulon police officer 
Ashley Karpel when she 
was performing her law 
enforcement duties.” 
   Hall, through his legal 
counsel Maureen Wil-
liams, of Peoria, has filed 
a speedy trial request. 
Bauer set Hall’s trial for 
Aug. 5 and expects com-
pletion in  two days. Hall’s 
next court appearance is 
July 12 for a scheduling 
conference. 

   Charles D. Slightom Jr., 
41, of Toulon, had two 
cases set for review and a 
first appearance on a third 
2024 case. Slightom was 
arrested on July 15, 2020, 
on 450E at 700N for driv-
ing on a suspended li-
cense. 
   He is also charged with a 
criminal misdemeanor do-
mestic violence count on 
Nov. 1, 2023, for domestic 
battery. Court documents 
say Slightom “made phys-
ical contact of an insulting 
or provoking nature with 
Mariliel Slightom (his 
wife), a family member or 
household member of the 
defendant, in that he struck 
her while at 220 E. Com-
mercial St., Toulon.” 
   Slightom Jr. has also 
been charged in the March 
1 Knox County fatal crash, 
that killed his wife, Maril-
iel. Slightom was cited at 
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BUSY DAYS AT SCHOOL
   May is a busy time at our 
local schools, with concerts, 
graduation, honor assemblies 

and sport-
ing events 
jammed 
into a few 
weeks. 
Please see 
our Salute 
to the Grad-
uates sec-

tion inside. And here are a few 
photos from this busy month.

Stark Co. court hears 
several cases Friday

The Bradford Schools’ K-8 spring concert drew a crowd. Photo by Becki Hoffert.

Seniors honored May 
5 at the Galva Rotary 
honors program for at 
least a 3.5 gpa for the 
first semester were, 
Back row (left to 
right): John Gravitt, 
Ava Gunn, Mia Mer-
kel, Jared O’Brien 
and Summit Ouart. 
Front row (l to r): 
Ilaria Belloni, Kendall 
Rogers, Ava Strom 
and Kyrsten Hill. 
Photo by Carol Town-
send.

Toulon Lions Club scholarship recipients honored during the 
Stark County senior awards assembly on May 7 were (left to 
right) Morgan Brooks, Olivia Orwig and Annissia Rucker. A 
complete list of scholarship winners will be printed next week.

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   BISHOP HILL – Peeling paint is 
among the first things you notice 
when visiting the Colony Church, a 
landmark that dates back to 1848 and 
is a centerpiece of this historic site. 
   The exterior detracts from a fasci-
nating interior that tells much of the 
story of Bishop Hill, one of the earli-
est settlements of Swedish immi-
grants in the U.S. and a utopian 
religious community founded by Eric 
Janson and his followers in 1846. 

   No wonder then that Landmarks Il-
linois has listed the Colony Church 
as one of its 2024 most endangered 
historic places in Illinois. Illinois 
Landmarks is a nonprofit historic 
preservation organization that, since 
1995, has annually asked preserva-
tionists, community leaders and cit-
izens of Illinois to provide input for a 
list of 10 culturally and architec-
turally significant sites across the 
state that are in need of preservation.  
   Once a property is included on the 
most endangered list, Landmarks Illi-

nois says it remains committed to 
preservation efforts, continuing com-
munication and relationships with 
local advocates and elected officials.  
   Bishop Hill is a unique historic 
area, as many of the village’s original 
buildings have survived, including 
Colony Church, Ox Boys’ Dormitory 
(built in 1850) and Bjorklund Hotel 
(late 1850s). The area is a National 
Historic Landmark and is also desig-
nated as a State Historic site, admin-
istered by the Illinois Department of 

Bishop Hill Colony Church ‘endangered’

Peeling paint is among the issues facing the Bishop Hill Colony Church, 
listed as one of 10 of the most endangered historic places in Illinois by Illi-
nois Landmarks. Photo courtesy of the Bishop Hill Heritage Association.

SEE BACK PAGE  
FOR DETAILS
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the hospital for disobeying a traffic 
control device, driving while his li-
cense is suspended, driving under 
the influence, operating an uninsured 
vehicle and failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident. 
   Finally, Slightom was charged Fri-
day with a criminal misdemeanor in 
a case where he is alleged to have 
struck Joshua Petty while at 315 W. 
Jefferson St. in Toulon. Slightom’s 
next court appearance is with Stark 
County public defender Robert M. 
McBride and scheduled for May 31.  
   Slightom has an extensive criminal 
history that dates back to 2000, in-
cluding serving time in prison in 

2013. Most recently, on Oct. 4, 
2023, he was arrested in Stark 
County for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle and disregarding a 
stop sign. 
   In another case heard last Friday, 
Andrew W. Szparkowski, 33, of 
Toulon, had three criminal misde-
meanor cases continued. Those cases 
involved two for criminal trespass at 
the Toulon Public Library on Jan. 5 
and at the Toulon Dollar General 
store on Feb. 10. He was previously 
warned not to enter either establish-
ment. In addition, Szparkowski is 
charged with a criminal misde-
meanor drug paraphernalia posses-
sion count, on Jan. 26. 

   Leslie D. Troutwine, 62, of Tou-
lon, was in court with his legal coun-
selor, Stark County Public Defender 
Robert M. McBride. McBride said 
he is working with Stark County 
State’s Attorney Austin King on a 
plea agreement. Troutwine is 
charged with two counts of criminal 
misdemeanors. He allegedly entered 
and trespassed at the Toulon Meth-
odist Global Church when he was 
previously warned not to enter the 
building. Plus, Troutwine is charged 
with theft for allegedly stealing a 
container of coffee, valued at less 
than $500. He is scheduled for a 
June 14 court appearance.

BISHOP HILL: Church 
repairs are most dire
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COURT: More court appearances scheduled
Continued from Page 1

Natural Resources. 
   Illinois Landmarks says 
previous Illinois leadership 
did not allocate enough 
money to address ongoing 
maintenance needs. As a 
result, deferred mainte-
nance has created needed 
repairs, some of which are 
urgent.  
   According to Illinois 
Landmarks, all of the 
buildings in the state histo-
ric site need attention, but 
the Colony Church is in 
the most dire need.  
   Repairs needed at the 
church include a new roof, 
siding replacement, paint 

stripping and new paint, 
foundation work, replace-
ment of rotting wood, new 
gutters and plaster repair. 
   The Illinois Landmarks 
designation follows on the 
heels of a March 6 press 
conference during which 
State Rep. Travis Weaver 
and State Sen. Neil Ander-
son urged the General As-
sembly and Gov. JB 
Pritzker to set aside funds 
for repairs at Bishop Hill. 
   “Governor (JB) Pritzker 
should be embarrassed by 
his agency’s ability to care 
for historic buildings,” 
Weaver said. “Several dec-
ades ago, the state decided 
to take ownership of 
the Bishop Hill historic 
properties in order to pre-
serve them; however, since 
then, they have allowed 
these buildings to nearly 
fall into total disrepair.”  

Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations  
   5-3 - Noah G. Thornton - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   5-3 - Shylynn N. Cain - Electronic 
communications device (cellphone). 
   5-3 - Scot J. Mincey - Driving 15-
20 mph above limit - two counts. 
   5-3 - Austin K. Dozard - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   5-4 - Hannah L. Konhorst - No 
valid registration. 
   5-4 - Angela M. Smith - Driving 
21-25 mph above limit. 
   5-4 - Kailey A. Smith - Disregard 
stop sign. 
   5-4 - Jonathan L. Kincaid - Driving 
11-14 mph above limit and driving 
restriction time on graduated driver’s 
license. 
   5-4 - Justin A. Pettitt - Driving 11-
14 mph above limit. 
   5-4 - Javes A. Velazquez - Disre-
gard stop sign. 
   5-4 - Liam J. Singleton - Unlawful 
possession of cannabis. 
   5-5 - Yvonne M. Rutledge - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 
   5-5 - Joshua G. Wells - Driving 21-
25 mph above limit. 

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   4-28 - Corey M. Reese, 46, Wyo-
ming, arrested for obstructing and re-
sisting a peace officer. He was later 
extradited to the Henry County Jail 
on a pending warrant.  
   4-28 - Norman D. Black, rural Tou-
lon, reported a theft from his storage 
shed. Investigation continues.  
   4-29 -Patrick E. Sherbeyn, LaFay-
ette, reported criminal damage to 
property after discovering a broken 
window of his backhoe. The incident 
is under investigation.  
   4-30 - A complaint of a dog biting a 
7-year-old girl was reported to au-
thorities by a Toulon resident. The 
canine was placed under a 10-day 
quarantine and the youngster was 
transported for medical attention.  

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched:  
   4-29 – to meet with a group of sub-
jects seeking a solicitor’s permit. 
They were able to provide a permit.  
   4-29 - to the 500 block of NE 3rd 
Street for a loose-dog complaint. The 
dog was returned to its owner.  
   4-29 - to the 300 block of NE 5th 
Street for a threat complaint involv-
ing juveniles.   
   4-29 - to the 700 block of NW 4th 
Ave. for a telephone harassment 

complaint.   
   4-29 - to speak with a subject about 
a welfare check request for an adult 
daughter in Galva. 
   4-29 - to the 300 block of NE 6th 
St. for a disorderly conduct com-
plaint.   
   4-30 - to the 200 block of S. Ex-
change St. for a semi-truck that had a 
small fire in the rear brakes. The fire 
department also responded.   
   4-30 - Officer was flagged down in 
the 900 block of N. Center Ave. by a 
citizen who found a small amount of 
cannabis in a child’s possession. The 
item was taken for destruction.  
   4-30 - Officer was flagged down by 
a citizen in the 900 block of North 
Center Ave in reference to a cat that 
ran away as they arrived at the vet 
clinic. The cat was not located.  
   4-30 - to the 200 block of NW 7th 
Ave. for a domestic disturbance.  
   4-30 - to the 200 block of NE 5th 
St. for a downed utility wire com-
plaint. Mediacom was notified.  
   4-30 - to speak with a resident in 
the 500 block of SE 3rd Ave. who 
was blowing grass into the roadway. 
They were advised that it was against 
city ordinance and state law.   
   4-30 - to the 500 block of SE 4th 
St. for a complaint about a dog. 
   4-30 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 600 block of S. Center Ave., 
Allen Shoen, 33, Galva, was arrested 
for driving while license suspended 
and operating an uninsured vehicle. 
He was released with a court date.  
   5-1 - to a residence on SW 2nd 
Ave. for a suicidal subject. 
   5-1 - to the 300 block of NE 5th St. 
for a flag down complaint.   
   5-1 - to the 800 block of NE 2nd 
St. for a solicitor complaint. The sub-
ject had a valid permit.  
   5-2 -to the 600 block of W. Divi-
sion St. for a traffic complaint. Of-
ficer located the offender and a report 
was sent to the state’s attorney’s of-
fice for consideration.  
   5-2 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a 911 hangup complaint. Of-
ficer responded and spoke to a res-
ident who appeared to be suffering 
from a mental-health crisis.  
   5-2 - to the 00 block of Wallace St. 
to collect several debit cards found 
along the roadway. Officer walked 
the same route and found several 
more items. The owner was con-
tacted and the items were returned.  
   5-2 - to the 700 block of NW 4th 
St. for a civil complaint involving a 
subject cutting down a tree that 
landed on a house, causing damage.  
   5-2 - to the 00 block of SE 2nd 

Ave. to assist Knox County with a 
trash-dumping complaint.   
   5-2 - to the storage units in the 900 
block of SE 2nd St. for a burglary 
complaint. Several padlocks were cut 
off and destroyed.   
   5-2 - to the 100 block of NE 9th St. 
for a theft complaint.   
   5-2 - to a residence on NW 2nd 
Ave. for a suicidal subject. Several 
loaded handguns were removed and 
the subject was taken by ambulance 
for treatment/evaluation. 
   5-3 - to the 200 block of NW 4th 
Ave. for a domestic battery report. 
   5-3 - to assist Henry County with a 
fatal car vs. bicycle accident several 
miles south of Kewanee.   
   5-4 - to a medical emergency on 
SW 8th Ave. for an intoxicated sub-
ject who kept falling.   
   5-4 - Officer provided traffic con-
trol for a few minutes as the Abate 
Motorcycle Awareness Ride passed 
through town.  
   5-4 - to a residence on NW 2nd 
Ave for a welfare check.  
   5-4 - to the 200 block of NW 1st 
Ave for a disturbance complaint.  
   5-4 - While patrolling, officer lo-
cated a small child falling out of a 
window at Sentry Estates. Officer 
contacted a parent. 
   5-4 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St., Va-
nessa Chavez, 30, Galesburg, was ar-
rested for two counts of possession 
of a controlled substance with intent 
to deliver, possession of a controlled 
substance, possession of adult use 
cannabis in a motor vehicle, driving 
while license suspended and illegal 
transportation of alcohol by a driver. 
She was released with a court date.  
   5-5 - to the 1000 block of West Di-
vision Street for a loose dog com-
plaint. Officer was not able to locate.  

Property Transfers 
   5-1 - Nancy C. Buchert to Julia 
Brittes and Trace Tuthill - Lt 1 Assr’s 
Sub - Sect 24-13-5 SE - 503 N. 
Fuller St., Toulon - Consideration = 
$258,000. 
   5-2 - Joseph P. and Bonnie J. Mag-
nussen to Bonnie J. and Joseph P. 
Magnussen, Trustees - Pts Sect. 3-12-
6 NE and NW, Sect. 18-12-6 SE, 
Sect. 25-13-6 SW, Sect. 26-13-6 NE, 
SW, and SE, Sect. 29-13-6 SW, and 
Sect. 35-13-6 NE - Consideration = 
$0. 
   5-3 - Helen Marie Cope to Carl R. 
Girkin - Vg of LaFayette - Block 22 
Lots 1 and 2 - 610 Hodgson St., La-
Fayette - Consideration = $20,000.
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except July 21 and 
Dec. 29) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elmwood, 
IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad and Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - Angie 
Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tuesdays 
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3 
p.m. The Prairie News encourages 
readers to submit news for publi-
cation. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an error 
occured. The Prairie News is an Il-
linois Press Association member.

Galva spring concerts 
scheduled for May 16 
   KEWANEE – The Galva Elemen-
tary School will hold its spring vocal 
music concert May 16 starting at 9 
a.m. at Galva’s Wiley Park stage. 
Grades K-6 will perform. 
   In the evening, Galva will hold a 
“Picnic in the Park Music Concert” 
beginning at 6 p.m. Groups perform-
ing will be the high school band, jun-
ior and senior High choir, junior high 
band and fifth and sixth grade band 
and chorus. 
   The public is welcome. Bring 
chairs. Top That food truck and Spe-
cial Kneads Bakery will also be on 
hand. 
Galva resident Streeter 
Achiever of the Month 
   KEWANEE – Lilly Streeter has 
been recognized as 
Achiever of the 
Month for April at 
Abilities Plus. She 
is nominated for 
consistently attend-
ing her classes and 
helping out with 
kitchen jobs at Abil-
ities Plus. Her fa-
vorite class is 
working on arts and crafts. Lilly en-

joys learning about history and ge-
ography. Her knowledge of the state 
capitals is very impressive. She re-
sides with her family in rural Galva. 

College honors 
   Several local students were in-
ducted into Black Hawk College 
Honor Societies recently. 
   Names to Psi Beta were Sarah 
Hansard and Emily Hurst of Tou-
lon. Named to Sigma Kappa Delta 
was Sarah Hansard of Toulon.  
First Baptist holding 
Mother’s Day breakfast 
   GALVA – The First Baptist Church 
of Galva has a free Mother’s Day 
Breakfast Sunday, May 12, at 9 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.   
   Breakfast casseroles, pastries and 
fruit will be served. There will be 
games and prizes for mothers and a 
gift for every woman attending. The 
church will also show a video of 
Awana youth members talking about 
their moms before the Mother’s Day 
worship service  at 10:30 a.m.   

Vasa National Archive 
hosts Finnish Field Day 
   BISHOP HILL– The Vasa Na-
tional Archive will host a fun, non-
competitive hobby horse event on 
May 25 from 1-4 p.m. Participants 

can try out jumps, barrel racing, 
joust targets and races.  
   Drinks will be provided for par-
ticipants. This is free and open to 
the public of all ages. Participants 
can bring their own hobby horse or 
make one for $10 each.  
   Supplies are limited and reserva-
tions are suggested. This event is 
sponsored by McConnell Heating 
and Cooling of Toulon and Gales-
burg. Call (309) 927-3898 or email 
VasaArchivist@gmail.com for more 
information. 

BRIEFS

Diana Whitney of 16 NW 5th Street was 
chosen as the May Property Pride Award 
from the Galva: Ready to Grow Committee. 
Diana has lived in her home since 1998. 
She said the home was 100 years old in 
2023. She likes her flowers and plants and 
especially the hostas and sunflowers. 
Diana came to Galva as a small child in 
1953 and has called it her home even after 
living  in other places through the years. 
Photo by Carol Townsend.

Streeter



   IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF PATRICIA J. 
WILAMOSKI, Deceased                     
No. 2024 PR 32 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Patricia J. Wilamoski. Letters of 
Office were issued on April 22, 
2024, to Peter Wilamoski as 
Independent Representative whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or before 
October 31, 2024. Any claim not 
filed by that date is barred. Copies of 
a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.  
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts. 
gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/g
ethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
 Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executor     
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 4/26, 5/3, 5/10/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF KENT E. GRIFFIN, 
Deceased 
No. 2024 PR 347 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of Kent 
E. Griffin. Letters of Office were 
issued on April 26, 2024, to Timothy 
R. Griffin as Independent 
Representative whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or before 
November 4, 2024. Any claim not 
filed by that date is barred. Copies of 
a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.       
    E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider.  
 Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ 
service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/g
ethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executor     
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 5/3, 5/10, 5/17/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF:MILDRED I. NELSON,    

No. 2024PR49 
Deceased                                            

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Mildred I. Nelson. Letters of Office 
were issued on April 30, 2024, to 
Steven R. Nelson and Bonita D. 
Nelson as Independent Executors 
whose attorneys are Barash & 
Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, or 
both on or before November 2, 
2024.                  
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after it 
has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
provider. Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov 
/service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethel
p.asp. Or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office. 
Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executors                                      
P.O. Box 165                  
Galva, IL  61434                          
(309) 932-2001             
everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 5/3, 5/10, 5/17/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF: JOHN T. REDMOND,       
Deceased. 
No. 2024PR48 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
John T. Redmond. Letters of Office 
were issued on May 2, 2024, to 
Melissa L. Dobbels as Independent 
Executor whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, or 
both on or before November 9, 
2024.                  
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after it 
has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-
filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gove 
/FAQ/gethelp.asp. Or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s office. 
Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executor 
P.O. Box 165 
Galva, IL  61434 
(309) 932-2001 
everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 5/10, 5/17, 5/24/24 

• • • 
ORDINANCE NO. 462 

THIRD AMNENDMENT TO 
ORDINANCE NO. 416 

. WHEREAS, in the judgement of the 
President of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village of LaFayette, it is 
necessary to amend the water rate 
ordinance (Ordinance No. 4 16) to 
increase monthly flat rates for use of 
water from the Village of LaFayette 
Water System. 
   NOW, THEREFORE, RE IT 
ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT 
AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
THE VILLAGE OF LAFAYETTE AS 
FOLLOWS: 
   SECTION I : Section 7 of 
Ordinance 4 16 shall be Amended to 
read as follows: 
   "SECTION 7. Rate Schedule. 
The following shall be the rates for 
water supplied by the Village: 
The monthly bill shall be computed 
on the following flat rate schedule: 
   For the period commencing the 
month of May, 2024, through April, 
2025, the basic flat rate per 
residence is Fifty Dollars ($50.00), 
commencing May, 2025, through 
April, 2026, the basic flat rate per 
residence is Fifty-Five Dollars 
($55.00). commencing May, 2026, 
the flat rate per resiclence is Sixty 
Dollars ($60.00) with the 
following additional costs based on 
the residency of each household: 
   • Three Dollars and Fifty Cents 
($3.50) shall be added for each 
person residing in the household. 
   • Fifiy Dollars ($50.00) per yeale 
flat rate fos each s\.vimming pool 
over 20 gallons. 
   For the period commencing the 
month of May, 2024, through April, 
2025, the basic flat rate for business 
establishments is Fifty Dollars 
($50.00). commencing May, 2025, 
through April, 2026. the basic flat 
rate for business establishments is 
Fifty-Five Dollars ($55.00), 
commencing May, 2026, the flat 
rate for business establishments is 
Sixty Dollars ($60.00). 
   Added to the monthly bill shall be 
a separate charge of Fifteen Dollars 
and Fifty Cents ($15.50) for 
trash/garbage collection services." 
   SECTION 2: Except to the extent 
inconsistent with this Ordinance No. 
462, Ordinance No. 416 is hereby 
ratified and confirmed as it existed 
prior to passage of this Second 
Amendment to Ordinance No. 416. 
   SECTION 3: EFFECTIVE DATE: 
This ordinance shall become 
effective as of the date of its 
passage and approval, and the Clerk 
shall publish this Ordinance in a 
public communication and a 
pamphlet form. 
   UPON A MOTION duly made by 
Leslie Peterson, and seconded by 
Sonny Preston, there were cast 
4 votes for the Ordinance, 0 votes 
cast against the Ordinance, 0 votes 
were abstained, 1 member was 
absent, and there was a quorum 
present to conduct business on this 
6th day of May, 2024. 

Katelyn A. Rumbold 
Village Clerk 

   UPON A MOTION duly made, 
seconded and approved by a 
majority of those voting. I, the 
Village President of the Village of 
LaFayette, do hereby approve the 
foregoing Ordinance and do by 
these presents affix my hand to this 
document this 6th day of May, 
2024. 

Name Illegible 
President of the Board of Trustees 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
ss 
COUNTY OF STARK ) 
   I, the undersigned, Village Clerk of 
the Village of LaFayette, Illinois, do 
hereby certify that the above and 
foregoing is a true and correct copy 

of the Ordinance, such Ordinance 
being passed by the Village Board 
on the 6 day of May, 2024. 

 Katelyn A. Rumbold 
Village Clerk 

   Subscribed and affirmed before 
the undersigned Notary Public this 
6th day of May, 2024. 

Lori Ann Shambaugh 
Notary Public State of Illinois 

My Commision Expires 6/22/2027 
Published 5/10/24 

• • • 
Village of LaFayette 

P.O. Box 116, LaFayette, IL 61449 
Water Department Account 

May 1, 2023 thru April 30, 2024 
 

Beginning Balance May 1,2023 
$7,486.06 
Receipts: 
Water: $62,692.30 
Trash: 12,890.00 
Interest: 9.91 
Total Cash to Account: $75,592.21 
Disbursements:  
Salaries: $10,695.61 
Electricity: $6,700.29 
Insurance:  
Supplies &: Chemicals: $8,391.11 
Equip. Repairs: $13,757.46 
Office Supplies: $1,481.61 
Legal Fees: $0.00 
Water Tower: $1,200 
Depreciation: $5,400.00 
FICA: $0.00 
Medicare: $0.00 
Unemployment: $88.22 
Federal W/Holding: $2,209.68 
State W/Holding: $346.08 
Misc.: $657.84 
Trash: $14,094.00 
Water Analysis: $1,386.10 
Improvements: $0.00 
Bank Loan - Hydrants: $2,877.16 
Total Disbursements from Cash: 
$69,825.16 
Ending Balance April 30,2024 
$13,253.11 
                            Nora Williams,       
                            Treasurer 

 
Village of LaFayette 

General Funds Pool/Special  
Project Account 

May 1, 2023 thru April 30, 2024 
 

Beginning Balance May 1,2023  
$18.665.20 
Interest: $20.55 
Receipts:$160.00 
Transfers: $3,000.00 
Total Cash to Account: $3,180.55 
Disbursements: $0.00 
Ending Balance April 30,2024 
 $21,845.75 
                            Nora Williams 
                            Treasurer 

 
Village of LaFayette 

Bond Interest and Reserve Account 
May 1, 2023 thru April 30, 2024 

 
Beginning Balance May 1,2023 
$1,780.48 
Transfers: $0.00 
Interest: $1.80 
Total Cash to Account: $1.80 
Disbursements: $0.00 
Ending Balance April 30,2024 
$1,782.28 
                            Nora Williams 
                            Treasurer 

 
Village of LaFayette 
Motor Fuel Tax Fund 

May 1, 2023 thru April 30, 2024 
 

Beginning Balance May 1,2023 
$37,999.22 
Receipts: $ 7,020.17 
State of Illinois 
Interest: $ 42.02 
Total Cash to Account: $7,062.19 

Disbursements: $0.00 
Ending Balance April 30,2024 
$45,061.41 

Nora Williams, Treasurer 
 

Village of LaFayette 
Depreciation Account 

May 1, 2023 thru April 30, 2024 
 

Beginning Balance May 1, 2023  
$ 9,692.11 
Transfers: $5,400.00 
Interest: $12.70 
Total Cash to Account: $5,412.70 
Disbursements: $0.00 
Ending Balance April 30, 2024 
$15,104.81 

Nora Williams, Treasurer 
 

Village of LaFayette 
General Funds Account 

May 1, 2023 thru April 30, 2024 
 

Beginning Balance May 1,2023 
$95,366.35 
Receipts:  
Insurance, Audit, State Income Tax, 
PPRT, Real Estate, Sales, Use, 
Road and Bridge, and 
Corporate Tax: 62,042.13 
Interest: 85.94 
Total Cash to Account: $ 62,328.07 
Disbursements: 
Street Lights: $ 3,618.12 
Insurance: 8,390.00 
Salaries: 8,235.00 
Office Supplies: 2,856.78 
Legal Fees: 0.00 
Advertising: 416.00 
Street Repairs: 1,104.73 
Park Expenses: 9,499.90 
FICA: 396.54 
Bldg. Maintenance: 14,401.01 
Water Tower: 19,957.13 
Misc.: 18,976.69 
Audit: 4,300.00 
Snow Removal: 500.00 
Library: 1,438.55 
Equipment Repairs: 0.00 
TrucK/Plow Expenses: 469.69 
Tree/Brush Removal: 0.00 
Ditch/Culvert Repair: 0.00 
Total Disbursements from Cash:  
 $94,560.14 
Ending Balance April 30,2024 
$63,134.28 

Nora Williams, Treasurer 
 

Village of LaFayette 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I, the undersigned, Nora Williams, 
Treasurer of the Village of LaFayette, 
Illinois, hereby certify that the 
foregoing Treasurer's Report is a 
true and accurate report of the 
receipts and disbursements relating 
to General Funds of the Village of 
LaFayette, Motor Fuel Tax Funds, 
Water Collection Account, 
Depreciation Account and Bond 
Interest & Reserve Account and 
Special Project Account for 
the fiscal period beginning May 1, 
2023 thru April 30,2024. 
Date: May 6, 2024 

Nora Williams, Village Treasurer 
Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 6th day of May, 2024 

Lori Ann Shambaugh 
Notary Public State of Illinois 

 
Village of LaFayette 

AFFIDAVIT 
 

Statc of Illinois ) 
SS 
County of Stark ) 
   I,. Katelyn Rumbold am the Village 
Clerk of the Village of LaFayette, 
Illinois. and on oath after being duly 
sworn state as follows: 
   1. Attached is a true and correct 
copy of the Village Treasurer's 

Report - Annual Account which was 
filed with me. 
   3. That the Treasurer's Report - 
Annual Account was published in 
The Prairie News on May 10th, 2024 
as provided by 65 ILCS 5/3-10-5.1. 
                            Katelyn Rumbold 
                            Village Clerk 
   Subscribed and aftirmed this 6th 
day of May, 2024 
                        Lori Ann Shambaugh 
                                     Notary Public 
Published 5/10/24 

• • •• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF HARRIET K. OBLAK, 
Deceased 
No. 2024PR51 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Harriet K. Oblak. Letters of Office 
were issued on May 3, 2024, to 
Tyler Glaser as Independent 
Administrator whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or before 
November 13, 2024. Any claim not 
filed by that date is barred. Copies of 
a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.  
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov 
/service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  http://www. 
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, 
or talk with your local circuit clerk’s 
office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executor     
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 5/10, 5/17, 5/24/24 

• • • 
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OBITUARIES
Mary L. Kitterman 

     PRINCEVILLE – Mary Louise 
Kitterman, 89, of Princeville, passed 
away at 9:10 a.m. Sunday, May 5, 
2024, at OSF Richard L. Owens 
Hospice Home in 
Peoria.  
   Mary was born 
on June 21, 1934, 
in Stark County to 
Dwain and Edna 
(Price) Hegwood. 
She married Ray 
Kitterman on June 
21, 1952, in Wyo-
ming. He pre-
ceded her in death on Feb. 10, 2018.  
   Surviving are one son, Mickey 
(Dan) Kitterman of St. Louis; one 
daughter, Michelle (Denny) McGinn 
of Princeville; daughter-in-law, 
Robin Kitterman of Toulon; one 
brother, Bill J. (Doris) Hegwood of 
Camp Grove; one brother-in-law 
Keith Murray of Plano, Texas; seven 
grandchildren, Sean (Rachel), Chad, 
Corey (Nikki), Lisa (Chad), Dru 
(Stephanie), Amber and Ashley; 13 
great-grandchildren; former daugh-
ter-in-law Liz Shane of Florida; and 
several nieces and nephews.  
   Mary was also preceded in death 
by her parents; one son, Anthony 
“Tony” Kitterman; and one sister, 
Shirley A. Murray.  
   She had a love of gardening 
(flowers and vegetables) and cook-
ing. She enjoyed watching all sport-
ing, dancing and theater that 
involved her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. She was an 
avid Chicago Cubs and Bears fan.  
    She and Ray spent their later years 
line dancing, camping at Allendale 
and spending winters on South Padre 
Island, where many new friendships 
were made. She was always up for a 
political conversation and advocated 
for everyone to vote. 
   She had made the decision early on 
to donate her body to science, when 
she realized that there was a need. 
She also felt everyone should own a 
good pair of gold shoes.  
   Her memorial service will be at 6 
p.m. Monday, May 13, 2024, at Has-
kell Funeral and Cremation Services 

in Princeville. Funeral Celebrant Nic-
ole Reed, alongside Mary’s family, 
will officiate. Visitation will be from 
4-6 p.m., also on Monday at the fu-
neral home. A burial will be in Wyo-
ming Cemetery at a later date.  
    Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Akron-Princeville Am-
bulance Service or the Wy-Hi Center 
in Wyoming. Condolences may be 
left for Mary’s family on her tribute 
wall at www.haskellfuneral.com.  

Gail R. Ripka 
   GALVA – Gail Rosenow Ripka, 
74, a voracious reader and avid gar-
dener, died in Peoria, Ill., on May 4, 
2024, at the Richard L. Owens Hos-
pice Home, sur-
rounded by her 
family. 
   Born in Morri-
son, Ill., on Nov. 
10, 1949, the 
daughter of Clar-
ence Rosenow 
and Jana (Clem-
entz) Rosenow, 
Gail grew up in 
Galva, Ill. She graduated from Galva 
High School in 1967, and then went 
on to earn her LPN at Black Hawk 
East College, an associates degree in 
Nursing at Sauk Valley College, BSN 
at the University of Illinois and 
master’s degree in health administra-
tion from the University of St. Fran-
cis.  
   She was a nurse and lived a life full 
of serving others as she developed 
and managed the Kewanee Hospital 
Healthcare program during her time 
as vice president of Kewanee Hospi-
tal. She was also executive director 
of the Henry County Health Depart-
ment until her retirement in 2014. 
   Throughout her life, Gail gave back 
to her community in many ways in-
cluding serving on the Henry County 
708 Mental Health Board, Freedom 
House Board, ABCD Board, Kewa-
nee Food Pantry Board, Abilities 
Plus Human Rights Committee, Ke-
wanee Friends of the Library Board 
and the Henry County Mental Health 
Alliance Board.   
   She was awarded the Helen Heyr-
man Award for Outstanding Leader-

ship by the Illinois Homecare and 
Hospice Council. Gail was very in-
terested in genealogy, and she was a 
member of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and The May-
flower Society. 
   Gail singlehandedly kept every 
local library in business and won 
many prizes in library summer-
reading programs. She loved her 
yoga pals and her “old nurses” co-
hort who remained a constant com-
fort until her last breath. Gail loved 
the tranquility of her vast garden and 
patio sanctuary. She found joy in 
both feathered friends and the wild 
creatures who danced through her 
yard, epitomizing a life of under-
stated richness. 
   But most of all, Gail loved spend-
ing time with her family. She is sur-
vived by her son, Christopher 
(Deidre) Ripka and her three grand-
children, Miranda, Isabella and An-
derson Ripka.  She was 
affectionately known as “Grandy” to 
them and could always be counted 
on for book recommendations, gifts 
of office supplies and Legos, amaz-
ing trays of Christmas cookies and 
Barnes and Noble gift cards for 
every special occasion.  
   “Auntie Gail” is also survived by 
her very special nieces and nephews, 
Sarah (Mike Trippiedi) Cardiff, Amy 
(Gary) DeFauw, Ben (Angie) Car-
diff, and Nolan Rosenow, along with 
many great-nieces and nephews. 
    Meeting her in heaven are her par-
ents, her longtime partner Jim Jones, 
and several dogs who crossed over 
the rainbow bridge before her. She 
will also be greeted by her sister, 
Marilee Cardiff, and brother, Robert 
Rosenow. 
   Funeral services will be held at 11 
a.m., Friday, May 10, at Rux Funeral 
Home in Kewanee with Pastor 
Haley Hausman officiating. Visita-
tion will be held one hour prior to 
the services at the funeral home. Me-
morials may be made to the Richard 
L. Owens Hospice Home or the 
Galva Library. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com.

  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
Galva Congregational Church 

 Pastor Marshall Jones 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 

New Preacher! Bryan Griem 
(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

309-695-4523 leave message 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

 Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113 
309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 

newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 

 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Ripka

Card of Thanks 
The Doe Family 

  Thank you to everyone who showed such amazing acts of 
kindness to our family during our difficult time. Special thank 
you to Reverend Art Blegen and the Elmira United Presbyterian 
Church for such a wonderful service and meal, and to the 
Richard L. Owens Hospice Home for their care of Diane. 

The Doe Family 

Kitterman

HELP WANTED 
• Kinsella Porta Potties is looking 
for someone to work. Call for de-
tails (309) 238-7684. 

FOR SALE 
• 2022 Chevy Traverse, <2,000 
miles, wheelchair transport (309) 
363-4583. 

FOR RENT 
• GALVA:  Retired Electrician, 60 yr. 
old looking to rent the upper half of 
home, $350 per month, everything in-
cluded, non-smoker, lady preferred. 
Gone a lot, but would like someone 
here while I'm gone. Call 309-502-
2126. 
• WYOMING: For Rent Wyoming 
104 East Elm, 2 bedroom apartment, 
no stairs. $500 per month plus util-
ities. No smoking, no pets. Work and 
landlord references required. Call 
(612) 940-5208. 

SERVICES 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 

also doing total farm clean up. Call 
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 
and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364. 
• BAYSINGER’S ANTIQUES: Al-
ways wanting to buy older wood 
furniture, any condition.  Check 
out Baysinger’s Antiques on Face-
book.  1135 Railroad Ave., Rt 34 
in Kewanee. (309) 883-0164.

CLASSIFIEDS

Card of Thanks 
Forstrom 

  Thank you to everyone that helped me celebrate my 85th 
Birthday. It was a wonderful day. 

Mary Forstrom 
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Stark Co. boys, girls win IESA track sectional

SPORTS: Galva at Stark Co. in regional BB opener
1A regional action on Mon-
day at Stark County. 
   Softball – For the second 
time this season, Stark 
County softball eked out a 
victory against Galva. 
   Kenna Newton stole 
home plate in the bottom of 
the 10th inning Monday to 
give host Stark County a 9-
8 victory. Newton walked 
with one out, stole second 
base and advanced to third 
on a wild pitch.  
   The wild ending capped a 
game in which Stark 
County (3-21) led 7-2 after 
four innings but Galva (5-
18) led 8-7 in the eighth. 
Kaylyn Gale’s RBI single 
with two outs in that inning 
put the Wildcats ahead. But 
Newton tied it in the bot-
tom of the inning by scor-
ing from third on a dropped 
third strike. 
   Addy Yepson’s two-run 
double was the big hit in a 
four-run Galva sixth. Mad-
die Bates also had two RBI 
for Galva, and Yepson was 
3-for-5. Emily Demetreon 
had two RBI for Stark 
County, and teammate So-
phie Finnegan was 3-for-5 
and drove in one. Stark 
County stole 17 bases. 
   Stark County defeated 
Galva 8-7 on April 15.  

   Earlier Monday, Abing-
don-Avon beat Stark 
County 16-3. The Rebels 
are to travel Saturday to 
Monmouth United, then 
begin postseason play at 
4:30 p.m. May 13 at home 
against Peoria Heights in a 
Class 1A Amboy Regional 
first-round game. 
   Stark County is seeded 
eighth in its Williamsfield 
sub-sectional. Heights is 
seeded ninth.  
   Galva is seeded eighth in 
the other Williamsfield 
sub-sectional and also be-
gins regional play at 4:30 
p.m. May 13, at No. 7 
Princeville. The winner of 
that Woodull Regional 
first-round game plays at 
4:30 p.m. May 14 at Al-
Wood Elementary School 
in Alpha against top-seeded 
Ridgewood. 
   On Tuesday, Galva lost 3-
1 at Knoxville. The Wild-
cats tied it 1-1 on Amber 
Plummer’s RBI groundout. 
Mercer County swept 
Galva in a doubleheader 
May 4, 14-1 and 12-0. 
   Earlier in the week, 
Galva won on back-to-back 
days. Wigant’s two-run 
double May 2 propelled the 
Wildcats to a 5-1 victory 
over Annawan-Wethers-
field.  

   On May 1, an RBI walk 
by Ava Anderson followed 
by Karsten Jones’ two-run 
single broke a fifth-inning 
tie in a 12-7 victory over 
Peoria Richwoods. Galva 
scored six more in the 
sixth. Gale’s bases-clearing 
single was the big blow. 
Gale and Jones each had 
three RBI, and Anderson 
and Yepson each had two. 
   The regular-season Galva 
schedule is to end Saturday, 
with a doubleheader at 
Princeville. 
   SC track – The Stark 
County girls were fourth 
and the boys were sixth last 
Friday at the Lincoln Trail 
Conference meet at Mon-
mouth United. 
   Nolan Orwig had a big 
day, posting two personal 
record, one while winning 
the 110-meter hurdles in 
16.36 seconds. He also 
won the 300 hurdles 
(42.66) and was third in the 
200 (PR, 23.08). 
   Matthew Bowser won in 
the triple jump (41-6.75). 
   Chelsey Stotler took first 
in shot put with a PR throw 

of 38 feet, 8.25 inches and 
teammate Lauren Orwig 
was second (35-11.5). 
Orwig also had a PR throw 
of 105-6 to place third in 
discus. Claire Bowser was 
second in high jump (4-11). 
   The Lady Rebels also 
placed second in the 4x200 
relay (1:51.83) with 
Paul’yna Barnwell, Kimora 
Barnwell, Haylie Moodie 
and Riley Hamilton. 
   At the Pam Foley Memo-
rial Invite Monday in 
Galva, Nolan Orwig won 
the 200 (23.54).  
   The SC boys team com-
petes in the Farmington 
Class 1A Sectional on May 
15, as does Galva.  
   Galva track – Reid Harris 
was second at the LTC 
meet in high jump (5-8.75) 
and Ian Pacheco was third 
in the 3,200 (PR, 11:16.41). 
   At the Pam Foley Memo-
rial Invite Monday Pacheco 
was second in the 3,200 
(11:18.66) and Bryant Jef-
frey was third (PR, 
11:18.91), while Reese 
Sumner won the girls long 
jump (PR, 14-11).

Continued from Page 8

   Stark County track and field athletes 
had a banner day Saturday, as both the 
boys and girls eighth-grade teams won 
IESA 2A sectional titles at Putnam 
County High School and several 
Rebels advanced to the state meet. 
   Stark County’s girls scored 70 points 
and the boys tallied 49. Next up is a 
trip to the IESA State Track Meet 
today and Saturday (May 10-11) at the 
Eastside Centre in East Peoria. 
   Eighth-grader Braxxten Gibson qual-
ified in three individual events for 
Stark County and was part of a qualify-
ing relay. Gibson won the 100-meter 
race with a personal record of 12.32 
seconds and won the 200 with another 
PR of 24.88, which broke Thorin 

Hicks’ school record of 25.0 set in 
2011. Gibson was second in the 400 
(56.95) and was also part of SC’s win-
ning 4x100 relay (50.85) that also in-
cluded Bently Gibson, Jack Knoblauch 
and Louis O’Bryant. 
   Other Rebels qualifiers are: 
   • Norah Rorem 7th grade 800 (3rd, 
PR, 2:40.76) and 1,600 (2nd, PR, 
5:39.25) 
   • Coley Johnston, 8th, high jump 
(3rd, 4-6.75) and shot put (1st, 27-6.25) 
   • Gia Swearingen, 7th, 100 (1st, 
14.17) 
   • Hallie Newton, 8th, 100 hurdles 
(1st, PR, 18.56) 
   • Jack Knoblauch, 8th, 110 hurdles 
(1st, PR, 18.2) 

   • Eighth-grade girls 4x100 relay 
(55.25) Swearingen, Taylor Price, 
Johnston and Newton. 
   1A Sectional – Bradford and Galva 
athletes fared well at the IESA 1A 
sectional at Hall High School. 
   Bradford 8th-grader Evan Kno-
bloch won the 800 (PR, 2:13.67) and 
1,600 (PR, 4:48.66). Bradford 7th 
grader Bailey McDermott also qual-
ified in shot put, (3rd, PR, 26-8) 
   Galva won the 8th grade 4x200 
relay (1:53.01) with Randal Engels, 
Landon Rodseth, Eli Ingles and 
Thomas Funke. Other qualifiers were 
Ben Burris in 8th grade shot put (1st, 
38-9.25) and discus (2nd, PR, 115-
5.5).
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By NICK VLAHOS,  
PHIL JOHNSON and 

JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   The postseason has ar-
rived for spring sports, with 
girls track and field athletes 
already competing in their 
sectional on May 9 at We-
thersfield and playoff 
games starting Monday for 
softball and baseball. 
   Here’s what happened in 
the past week leading up to 
the postseason. 
   SC baseball – Stark 
County (13-14) split a dou-
bleheader last Saturday at 
ROWVA-Williamsfield, 
losing 6-1 and winning the 
nightcap 11-1. Hits were as 
sparse as runs in the opener 
for the visitors.  
   In the second game, a 
seven-run seventh inning 
was plenty to get SCHS in 
the win column. Connor 
Daum hit a home run, 
Charley Holstrom doubled 
and had an RBI and Dillon 
Steelman doubled and had 
an RBI. Daum pitched a 
complete game, striking 
out seven while yielding 
two hits and one walk. 
   The Rebels shut out Peo-
ria Central 11-0 on the road 
May 2. Daum pitched 2.2 
frames, giving up one hit 
and one walk while striking 

out five. Steelman threw 
3.1 innings and gave up 
two hits while recording 
eight strikeouts. Charley 
Holstrom hit a two-run 
home run, Steelman drove 
in three and Snider went 3-
for-3.  
   Stark County struck for 
seven runs in the second in-
ning and it held up in an 8-
6 win May 1 at Brimfield. 
SCHS had seven hits, all 
singles. Will Rumbold had 
two RBI and Connor 
Daum, Blair Daum and 
Lindley each drove in one 
run. Ben Browning pitched 
all the way, giving up six 
hits with one strikeout. 
   “Ben Browning did a 
great job on the mound of 
keeping Brimfield hitters 
off balance. When he threw 
strike one, he usually won 
the at-bat,” Rebels Coach 
Scott Paxson said. “Short-
stop Blair Daum had a par-
ticularly strong game, 
making several difficult 
plays look routine.    
   “This season our pitch-
ing, defense and baserun-
ning have been very good. 
When we hit, we usually 
win.” 
   Stark County opens play 
in the Kewanee Wethers-
field Class 1A regional 
with a 4:30 p.m. home 

game against Galva, the 
No. 10 seed. The Rebels 
are seeded sixth. 
    Galva baseball – The 
Wildcats (5-14) lost a pair 
of 10-0 games Saturday at 
home vs. Ridgewood. In 
the opener, M.J. Louck, Ty 
Dowell-Keup, Braxton 
Hulstrom and Alex Davis 
each hit a single.  
   GHS topped Galesburg 
Christian 16-7 on the road 
May 9. The Cougars 
knocked 14 hits as Dowell-
Keup drove in three scores,  
Louck tripled and doubled 
with two RBI, Cyrus Hurd 
drove in two and hit a dou-
ble and Sloan also doubled 
and collected two RBI.  
   The Wildcats begin Class 

The Prairie News Sports

Continued on Page 7

Evan Knobloch and Bailey 
McDermott of Bradford are two 
of several local track and field 
athletes who qualified for the 
IESA State Track meet this 
weekend. Details Page 7.

Spring sports reach climax
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Salute to the
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 GALVA • STARK COUNTY • BRADFORD
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE LOCAL SPONSORS

A Few of My Favorite Things 
110 S. 7th St., Wyoming 

(309) 695-9966 
 

Bell Trucking 
303 S.E. 8th St., Galva • (309) 932-2021 

 
Berger Accounting & Tax Service 

(309) 286-0054 
West Creek Creations - (309) 303-0243 

 
Better Banks 

An Employee Owned Community Bank 
betterbanks.com • (309) 272-1000 

 
Bill’s Autobody 

115. E. College St., Kewanee 
 (309) 853-5672 

 
Birkeys 

 1350 Western Ave., Henry  
 (309) 364-2336 

 
BOCK’S Equipment & Repair 

1230 SE 2nd St., Galva  
(309) 932-2309 

 
Bradford Banking Center of  

People’s National Bank 
Bradford • (309) 897-7201 

 
Charlie’s Cycle Supply 

3521 IL-78 Toulon  
(309) 995-3319 

 
City of Galva 

Galva • (309) 932-2555 
 

Clean Get Away Car Wash 
Princeville 

Clean Get Away Car Wash  
& Laundromat 

Wyoming 
 

Country Financial 
Erin Spivey   

 Kewanee • (309) 852-2121  
 

Cover Law Group LLP 
Peoria • (309) 673-8227   
 Toulon • (309) 645-1632 

 
Curry’s Pizza 

614 S. 7th St., Wyoming  
 (309) 695-5112 

 
Dan’s TV 

104 E. Williams St., Wyoming  
 (309) 695-6114  

 

 Ed Morse Automotive Group 
1511 S. Railroad Ave., Kewanee  

 (309) 853-4336  
 

Elmira Mutual Insurance Company 
Toulon • (309) 286-2221 

 
Galva Family Dentistry 

217 Market St. 
Galva (309) 932-2000 

 
Galva Pharmacy 

120 Exchange St. Galva • (309) 932-3440 
 

J.H. Best Manufacturing 
Galva • (800) 344-BEST 

 
J Mac Metals 

Galva • (309) 932-3001 
 

Leezer Insurance Agency Inc. 
Toulon • (309) 286-2221 

 
Macon Construction 
201 Bonita Ave., Bradford 

(309) 897-8216 
 

Michlig Energy LTD 
Manlius • Bradford • Cambridge 

(815) 445-6921 
 

Morrissey Appliance 
109 W. Williams • Wyoming 

(309) 695-3721 
 

Nelson Auto Sales 
201 E. Main St. • Toulon IL 61483 • 1-(309) 286-3121 

nelsonauto4047@gmail.com • nelsonautosales.com 
 

Nutrien Ag Solutions 
1051 Midland Rd., Galva • (309) 932-2100 

 
Orwig Auction & Event Center 
7642 Grain Bin Rd., Toulon • (309) 361-0397 

 
Pelz Insurance Agency 
Bradford • (309) 897-4301 

 
PM Performance Cycle 

229 S. Main S., Kewanee  
 (309) 540-5146 

 
Princeville Prints 

132 E. Main St., Princeville  
(309) 643-8159 

 
 

Red Apple 
607 N. Main St., Kewanee  

(309) 856-8020 
 

Rennick Law Firm P.C. 
Toulon • (309) 286-5921 

www. rennicklawfirm.com 
 

Rumbold & Kuhn Elevators 
Duncan • Wyoming • Putnam • Speer • 
Princeville • Valley • Toulon • Kewanee 

1-800-322-5433 or (309) 695-5151 
 

Special Kneads Bakery 
326 Front St., Galva  

(309) 540-8753 
 

Speer Community Bank 
A Division of Morton Community Bank 
Member FDIC • Speer • (309) 249-2141 

 
Sunflower Boutique 
115 N. 7th St, Wyoming  

 
State Bank of Toulon 
Toulon - Kewanee - Galva 

www.statebankoftoulon.com 
 

Sreitmatter Land Improvement 
Wyoming • (309) 695-2800 

& (309)696-6891 
 

Tarleton Towing 
Galva • (309) 932-2050 

 
The Rambling Rose 
Galva • (309) 781-7902 

 
The Glass Guy 

118 E. College St., Kewanee 
 (309) 852-0029 

 
Total Home Services 
Toulon • 102 N. Franklin St.  

PH (309) 286-7220 • CELL (309) 678-1831  
 

TriCo Equestrian 
734 E. 2350 St., Kewanee  

(309) 507-8492 
 

Tucker Equipment Sales 
9933 State Hwy. 78 • LaFayette  

(309) 286-3241 
 

Wulf’s Detailing 
LaFayette • (309) 238-0888 

 
Wyoming Monument Co. 

Wyoming • (309) 695-2981

Salute to the
2024 Graduates
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The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

Congratulations to the Class of 2024 from . . .

Hannah Allen 

STARK COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

 Baptiste Robineau  Kimora    Barnwell  Johnathan Becker  Rachel Bishop  Matthew Bowser  Morgan Brooks 

 Madison Bumbalough  Viviana Calderon  Logan Cantwell  Lennon Colwell Crystabelle Crotts  Dameian Decker  Emma Down 

 Alivia Fritz  Adrian Manzano-Garcia * Shawn Gerard Avery Gerber  Owen Gibler  Timothy Giesenhagen  Kylie Gillespie 

 Logan Goerks  Riley Hamilton  Tori Hawley  Alexa Hewitt  Payten Hillier  Novalee Hoffmann  Charley Holmstrom 

GRADUATION CEREMONY - Sunday May 12 at 1 p.m. - Gary Johnson Field Wyoming

*2023-2024 Exchange Student 
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The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

 Abigail Ince  Lane Joos  Lex Lee  Kaiden Libby  Andrew Liggett  Braden Lindley  Taylor Masters 

 Micheal McCullough  Volks Meglothlin Cole Merriman  Olivia Orwig Krishna Patel  Abigail Perrine  Katelynn Perrine 

 Tanner Price  Isabelle Regan  Luke Rewerts  Lily Robinson  Melvin Rodriguez Espinoza  Anissia Rucker  Will Rumbold 

 Madeline Ryan  Whitley Ryan 

Sveva Ubodi *  Colton Wagenbach 

 Connor Wagenbach 
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The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

Congratulations to the Class of 2024 from . . .
GALVA HIGH SCHOOL

*Valedictorian     

Ava Grace Anderson John Edward Bersell  Michael Cory Blakley Hiilani Bradley Grayson Jay Burke Katielynn Elizabeth Clemons 

Karlie Rose Dailey Carter Christopher DeVenney Payton Michael Dulla John Michael Gravitt Ava Renee Gunn Trinity Madison Gunning Vegas Hazel Harm 

* Kyrsten Elizabeth Hill Keira Marie Hudson * Mia Rae Merkel Andrew Fredrick Lenard Mille Jared Lucas O'Brien Summit Steven Ouart  Caden James Rachel 

Kendall Sophia Rogers Chloe Ran Ruhl Braxton Lee Rylander Jaydan Jessi-Marie Sallee Jennaca Mae Serres Ava Lorraine Strom Spencer Keller Sumner 

Camrie Nichole Underwood 

Illaria Belloni  
2023-2024 Exchange Student

Galva High School Graduation Sunday, May 19, 2 p.m.  
   High School Gym 
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We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

The Prairie News 
wished to congratulate all area graduates and reminds seniors to send their accomplishments to the newspaper while away at college!

Congratulations to the 8th graders from . . .
STARK COUNTY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Dawson Ales Donald Appenheimer Beau  Clayton David Cortes Madison Ensey Braxxten Gibson Sarah Grinnell 

Jeshua Hamilton Kayden Hart Audrey Hemminger Ethan Hess Preston Hillier Peyton Himegarner Cambri Holmstrom 

Lilah  Jackson Coley  Johnston Kevin  Keske Alyvia Keyes Cash  Kinsella Kooper Kitterman Jackson Knoblauch 

Darilis Knobloch Julia  Kronner Laikyn LaCorte Isaac  Macke Addyson McGee Kypton McFarland Maximus Medina 

Chloe  Mercer Jacob Meyers Oliver Morgan Aubriana Nanninga Anna Newby Hallie Newton Louis OBryant 

Makayla Perrine Natalia Pinacho Taylor Price Lennon Ramsay Gracie Rowell Skylee Simmons Robert Slightom 

Payton Smith Kaedon Steelman Tristen Taylor Annalynn Terwilliger Logan Tinsman Khaiden Turnbull Kamiyah Webster

Stark County Junior High Promotion Wednesday, May 15, 6 p.m. Stark County High School Gym



Congratulations to the 8th graders from . . .

Rylee Bowen Alyssa Cauthon Caden Chapai Isaac Cresto Jacey Endress Aaliyah Heathcoat 

Avery Johnston Blake Kieser Evan Knobloch Collin Paton Jake Primo Kaiden Rhodes Landon Schmitt 

Grace Atteberry 

BRADFORD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion
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Please support the businesses that help make  
this special section possible! 

Congratulations to the Class of 2024 from . . .
BUREAU VALLEY HIGH SCHOOLBUREAU VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Connor Scott

Graduation Ceremony Sunday, May 19 @ 1:30 in the High School Storm Cellar

Bradford Junior High Promotion Friday, May 17, 7 p.m. Bradford JH Gymnasium
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Fisher Appell Brose Blaidan   Dante Blakley  Ben Burris  Alison Bussell  James Clark  Rylee Dooley 

 Abbygayle Edwards  Randal Engels  Jayana Favela  Thomas Funke  Blake Haga  TJ Hudson  Eli Ingels 

 Tristan Jaco  Miah Kelly  Tucker McDonald  KellyAnn Mensen  Jayden Petty  Lucas Piester  Arabella Porsche 

 Layla Rawlings  Landon Rodseth  Niya Roman  Olivia Schnepple  Abigail Sellers  Gage Simoneaux  Jace Sterling 

 Megan Thulne  Tessa Wilson 

 Landon Yelm 

GALVA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Congratulations to the 8th graders from . . .

Galva Junior High Promotion Ceremony Thursday, May 23, 6 p.m. High School Gym
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I had a mother who read to me 
Sagas of pirates who scoured the sea, 
Cutlasses clenched in their yellow teeth, 
“Blackbirds” stowed in the hold beneath 
 
I had a Mother who read me lays 
Of ancient and gallant and golden days; 
Stories of Marmion and Ivanhoe, 
Which every boy has a right to know. 
 

I had a Mother who read me tales 
Of Celert the hound of the hills of Wales, 
True to his trust till his tragic death, 
Faithfulness blent with his final breath. 
 
I had a Mother who read me the things 
That wholesome life to the boy heart brings- 
Stories that stir with an upward touch, 
Oh, that each mother of boys were such. 
 

You may have tangible wealth untold; 
Caskets of jewels and coffers of gold. 
Richer than I you can never be — 
I had a Mother who read to me. 
 
  ~  Strickland Gillilan (1869-1954) 
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Answers on Page 3

The Reading Mother
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