
By JEFF LAMPE 
and JOHN BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – A Wednesday morning 
fire gutted a Toulon home at 315 W. Jef-
ferson St. whose previous owner was 
detained by the Stark County Sheriff’s 
Office. 
   The Toulon Fire Department re-
sponded to a fire call about the house at 
7:39 a.m., but upon arrival discovered 
that a nearby fire hydrant was not oper-
ating. That prompted calls seeking 
tanker trucks from neighboring fire de-
partments in Bradford, Galva/Bishop 
Hill, LaFayette, rural Kewanee and Wy-
oming. The City of Kewanee Fire De-
partment also responded later with a 
tower ladder truck. 
   “Our initial crew made entry into the 

By CAROL TOWNSEND 

For The Prairie News 
   GALVA – The Galva School 
Board on Monday approved 
raises for school administrators 
and for non-certified staff. 
   Administrators received a 5% 
pay increase while non-certified 
staff get a raise of $1 per hour if 
they have been employed for 
fewer than 10 years and $1.50 for 
those with more than 10 years of 
experience.  
   The board held an amended 
budget hearing that drew no com-
ments. The amended budget was 
unanimously passed and included 
a change in the education fund. 
   Superintendent Joe Becker re-
ported he will be applying for a 
federal Community Eligibility 
Provision grant so that all stu-
dents in the district, regardless of 
income, would receive free break-
fast and lunch. 
   It was reported that a parent, 
Greg Jurgensen, has interest in 
starting a bass fishing team as an 

activity for students in the Galva 
district. The board will have this 
item on a future agenda. 
   Bass fishing is an IHSA activ-
ity. Boats are supplied by parents 
or community members and must 
have an adult and two students 
per boat. 
   Principal Adam Norway said 
based on a recent meeting for 
new kindergarten students and 
parents that the school should 
have 36 or 37 kindergartners for 
the 2024-25 school year. 
   The board also approved a cal-
endar of meetings for 2024-25, 
school fees and various providers: 
Hathaways for bread, Enyeart Continued on Page 2
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A fire Wednesday morning gutted this Toulon house located at 315 W. 
Jefferson St.

By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   PEORIA – Law-enforcement 
authorities in Peoria have been 
silent, for the most part, regard-
ing a traffic accident in May that 
killed a Princeville-area woman. 
   A lawsuit filed Monday in 
Peoria County Circuit Court has 
led to more information becom-
ing public. 
   The lawsuit alleges a Stark 
County man was negligent when 
his vehicle collided head-on 
with Nevaeh Mitchell’s vehicle 
about 11:30 p.m. May 4 in the 

8400 block of Orange Prairie 
Rd.  
   Levi B. Dietz, 25, of Wyoming 
was driving a 2012 Ford Fusion 
south in the left northbound 
lane. That was the same lane in 
which 18-year-old Mitchell was 
driving north in a 2012 Nissan 
Versa, according to authorities.  
   Mitchell, who was on her way 
home from her job at a Peoria 
movie theater, was pronounced 
dead at the scene. An ambulance 
transported Dietz to OSF Saint 
Francis Medical Center, where 
he underwent surgery to repair 

severe injuries. 
   In each direction in the acci-
dent area, Orange Prairie Road 
is two lanes. A concrete-and-
grass median separates each 
pair. 
   The civil lawsuit in which Mit-
chell’s parents, Matthew Mit-
chell and Danielle Courteau, are 
plaintiffs accuses Dietz of guilt 
for driving in the wrong direc-
tion, failure to look out for other 
vehicles and failure to stop to 
avoid a collision. 
   “He should have seen that it 
was impending and (he) had 

ample time and opportunity to 
avoid it,” the lawsuit stated. 
   Authorities have not charged 
Dietz with any crimes. Toxicol-
ogy results are pending. 
   No dollar amount regarding 
damages was requested in the 
lawsuit, filed by the Peoria law 
firm of Cusack & Gilfillan. The 
lawsuit lists Courteau and Mat-
thew Mitchell as administrators 
of Nevaeh Mitchell’s estate. 
   The plaintiffs requested a jury 
trial. A management conference 
was scheduled for 9:30 a.m. 
Nov. 22. 

   Details about the accident are 
likely to be discussed in court, 
as attorneys gather evidence and 
present it. Those details have not 
yet been forthcoming from the 
Peoria Police Department.  
   In response to an Illinois Free-
dom of Information Act request 
from The Weekly Post and The 
Prairie News, the police depart-
ment released a basic report 
about the accident.  
   But supplemental reports, 
which might shed more light on 
the investigation, were redacted 
almost entirely.

Deadly Peoria crash leads to lawsuit, but no charges filed yet
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GALVA: Superintendent to retire June 30, 
Distributing for milk and Kohl 
Wholesale for food service. 
   Also approved was a retirement 
contract for Superintendent Joe 
Becker, who plans to retire on June 
30, 2027. 
   The board also approved several 
personnel items for the 2024-25 
school year (unless otherwise indi-
cated): 
   • Brooke Jackson retroactive for 
2023-24 as assistant softball coach 
   • Linda Norman as an elementary 
school aide. 
   • Kelly DeWitte as a junior-senior 

high school English and literature 
teacher. 
   • Brandon Owens as assistant golf 
coach. 
   • Brandon Gerleman as an assistant 
football coach. 
   • Heather Anderson as JV volley-
ball coach. 
   • David Platt as 7th grade basket-
ball coach. 
   • Brad Jackson as varsity softball 
coach. 
   • Josh Harris and Taylor McMee-
kan as junior high track coaches. 
   • Van White as high school baseball 
coach. 

   • Brooke Jackson as assistant soft-
ball coach. 
   • Mark Jeffrey as high school truck 
coach. 
   • Tim Foley as high school track 
assistant coach. 
   • Joe Conner and Jeff Burke as vol-
unteer high school trap shooting 
coaches. 
   • Amanda Norway as high school 
scholastic bowl coach. 
   • Toni Pickard as junior high scho-
lastic bowl coach. 
   • Jullian Rodseth as play director. 
   • Joe Angelo as assistant play direc-
tor.

Continued from Page 1

house and encountered 
heavy fire, and within a 
few minutes, our pump op-
erator signaled for emer-
gency evacuation,” Toulon 
Fire Chief Andy Colgan 
said, noting that crews 
could tell the roof was 
going to collapse. 
   Colgan said the fire was 
under control within 45 
minutes. While an investi-
gation is still ongoing, Col-
gan said the house is a total 
loss.  
   “Once an investigation is 
complete, the (City of Tou-
lon) will likely move ahead 

with emergency demolition 
to secure the property for 
the safety of neighbors,” 
said Colgan, adding that 
his department has been 
called several times to the 
same ad-
dress. 
   Wednes-
day’s fire 
also dam-
aged a 
neighbor-
ing house 
at 311 W. 
Jefferson 
St., buckling siding and 
breaking a window there. 
   The house where the fire 
apparently started was pre-
viously owned by Andrew 
Szparkowski, 33, though it 
has been sold for unpaid 
back taxes, according to 
Stark County property tax 
records. 
   Szparkowski was re-
moved from the residence 
last year by the Stark 
County Sheriff’s Office. At 
that time authorities said 
there was no running water 
in the house, which had its 

windows and doors 
boarded up and power shut 
off.  
   Szparkowski had since 
returned to the house and 
was on the scene Wednes-
day watching the fire. He 
was eventually detained by 
Stark County Sheriff’s Ser-
geant Matt Shipp.  
   During firefighting ef-
forts, Colgan summoned 
Illinois State Fire Marshal 
Eric Duckworth, who ar-
rived while the fire was 
being put out. Duckworth 
remained in Toulon to help 
question Szparkowski, ac-
cording to Stark County 
Chief Deputy Chuck 
Demetreon. 
   “(Szparkowski) was just 
detained, there’s not going 
to be an arrest at this time,” 
Demetreon said. “We’re 
seeking a medical eval-
uation.” 
   Demetreon said Duck-
worth is expected to return 
soon to complete his inves-
tigation. 
   Szparkowski has a crim-
inal history that dates back 

to 2016 in Stark County 
and includes three recent 
arrests this year, on Feb. 10 
for criminal trespass to 
Toulon’s Dollar General 
Store and Toulon Public 
Library and on Jan. 26 for 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. 
   Szparkowski also served 
time at the Illinois River 
Correctional Center as a 
result of Class 2 felony 
burglary charges in Bureau 
and Stark counties.  
   Stark County felony bur-
glary charges stemmed 
from a robbery at the Tou-
lon United Methodist 
Church. In Bureau County, 
Szparkowski was caught 
on video taking items from 
a Walmart in Princeton 
without paying. 
   On Dec. 21, 2019, Szpar-
kowski attempted to elude 
Stark County Deputy Gary 
Bent, who signaled Szpar-
kowski to stop for a traffic 
violation. Szparkowski 
sped through three Stark 
County townships before 
coming to a stop. 

Continued from Page 1

Szparkowski
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PUBLIC RECORD
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   6-12 - Starkisha L. Crowe, 24, Ke-
wanee, was cited for speeding 75 
mph in a 55 zone and for driving 
without vehicle insurance. She was 
released with a court date.  
   6-13 - Devan L. Roach, 24, Camp 
Grove, was ticketed after being in-
volved in a two-vehicle crash on 
1600E and 800N. Roach was cited 
for failure to yield, driving without 
vehicle insurance and driving with-
out a valid registration. 
   6-13 - Philip L. Schaffer, 69, Wyo-
ming, cited for failure to notify police 
of an accident, leaving the scene of 
an accident and improper lane usage. 
He was issued a court date.  
   6-14 - Stark County Deputy Gary 
Bent responded to a single-vehicle 
accident that was reported by a pass-
ing motorist on 1775N and 850E. 
The vehicle reportedly had struck a 
tree and was occupied by driver Pa-
tricia A. Brugger, 71, of Bradford. 
Brugger was ticketed for driving on 
an expired driver’s license.  
   6-16 - Erica M. Goodman-Werner, 
30, Belleville, cited for driving on a 
suspended driver’s license and driv-
ing without vehicle insurance. She 
was released with a notice to appear.  
   6-16 - Rodrigo Morales-Garcia, 30, 
Silvis, cited for driving with a sus-
pended registration, driving without a 
valid drivers license and driving 
without vehicle insurance.  
   6-16 - Chad M. Johnson, 40, St. 
David, ticketed for driving with an 
expired vehicle registration. He was 
issued a court date.  
Misdemeanors & 
Felonies 
   6-12 - Carrie J. McIntyre, 52, of 
Galesburg, was arrested for posses-
sion of methamphetamine, driving on 
a suspended registration, driving 
without vehicle insurance, and un-
lawful use of an electronic communi-
cation device. She was later released 
with a court date to appear.  
   6-15 - James E. Rogers, 56, Wyo-
ming, was arrested for violation of an 
order of protection. He was taken 
into custody and extradited to the Bu-
reau County Jail.   
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched:  
   6-10 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
Ave. for a two-vehicle accident with 
damage only.  
   6-10 -to Wiley Park for an article of 
drug paraphernalia found in the 
grass. It was taken to be destroyed.  
   6-10 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a two-vehicle accident with 
damage only.  
   6-10 - Officer flagged down about 
a loose dog in the 100 block of SE 
1st Ave. Officer located the dog, ho-
wever, was not able to capture it.   
   6-10 - to the 300 block of SE 2nd 
Ave. for a civil standby to retrieve 
property.  
   6-10 - Officer assisted the ambu-

lance with a medical call involving a 
2-year-old child ingesting ant bait.  
   6-10 - to the wooden viaduct west 
of town for a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint. Several subjects were located 
and told to move along.  
   6-10 - to the 500 block of NW 2nd 
St. for a loud-noise complaint involv-
ing a roofing crew. The subjects ad-
vised they were getting ready to 
leave for the day.  
   6-11 - to the 1100 block of SE 2nd 
St. for an open 911 call that plotted 
there. Officer spoke to many sub-
jects, but could not locate anyone 
needing assistance.  
   6-11 - to the 500 block of SW 6th 
St. for a suspicious-vehicle com-
plaint. It was a solicitor.  
   6-11 - to Wiley Park to assist the 
ambulance with an elderly subject 
who fell and struck their head after a 
dog they had on a leash pulled them 
down.  
   6-11 - Officer was advised of a 
controlled burn taking place near the 
north water treatment plant on NE 
9th St.  
   6-11 - to the 500 block of NW 2nd 
St. for a loud-noise complaint. Of-
ficer spoke to a roofing company, 
which was cleaning up for the even-
ing.  
   6-12 - to the 100 block of NE 2nd 
Street for a burglary/theft complaint. 
   6-12 - to the 400 block of NE 3rd 
St. for a domestic disturbance. Both 
parties reported it was a verbal dis-
agreement. 
   6-13 - to the 200 block of SW 4th 
St. for a loose-dog complaint. A res-
ident approached the officer, said it 
was their dog and took it inside.  
   6-13 - Officer spoke to a resident 
by telephone about a freedom of in-
formation act request they had sub-
mitted.  A copy of a report was 
placed in the mail for them.  
   6-13 - to the 800 block of NW 3rd 
Ave. for a debit card located on their 
property. It was placed in the lost-
and-found at the Galva Police De-
partment. 
   6-13 - to the 100 block of Market 
St. for a two-vehicle accident with 
damage only.   
   6-13 - to the 600 block of SW 2nd 
Ave. for an illegal-burning com-
plaint. Subject put the fire out and 
was advised of the burning ordi-
nance.  
   6-13 - to the 900 block of W. Divi-
sion St. for a disturbance after a 
neighbor heard glass breaking. The 
residents denied any knowledge of a 
disturbance.  
   6-13 - to the 500 block of SW 5th 

St. for a juvenile complaint involving 
kids throwing rocks at a window. Of-
ficer was not able to locate.  
   6-13 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St.  
for a suspicious vehicle complaint.   
   6-14 - to a residence on NE 2nd 
Ave. for a welfare check. The subject 
reported a verbal dispute but said 
they were fine.  
   6-14 - to the 800 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a complaint of a subject 
slowly walking eastbound who ap-
peared confused. Officer made con-
tact with a subject who said they 
were walking to Milan, declined a 
ride and continued walking. 
   6-14 - to the 800 block of W. Divi-
sion St. for a loose-dog complaint.  
The dog was impounded and later re-
trieved by it’s owner.  
   6-15 - Officer was dispatched to the 
700 block of NW 4th St. for a trash 
complaint.   
   6-15 - to the 500 block of SE 1st St. 
for a utility wire complaint. This has 
previously been reported. Frontier 
was contacted for repairs.  
   6-15 - to the downtown area for a 
complaint involving a subject who 
was suffering from a mental health 
crisis and threw medication from a 
moving vehicle. A few pills were lo-
cated and disposed of.  
   6-15 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 500 block of W. Division St., 
Jed O’Dell, 18, Cambridge, was cited 
for driving with registration sus-
pended for mandatory insurance. He 
was released with a court date.  
   6-15 - to the 500 block of SW 5th 
Ave. for a complaint involving a sub-
ject reportedly looking through items 
at an unattended yard sale.   
   6-15 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 300 block of SW 1st Ave, 
Timothy Derry, 61, Galva, was cited 
for not having a valid driver’s license 
and operating an uninsured vehicle.  
He was released with a court date.  
   6-16 - to the 700 block of NW 3rd 
Ave for complaint involving a large 
tree limb that fell into the roadway.  
The Galva Street Department was 
contacted for removal.  

Property Transfers 
   6-10 - Theresa L. Snedden, Todd A. 
Snedden  to Theresa L. Snedden, 
Todd A. Snedden - Pt. Sect. 12-13-6 
SE and Pt Sect 7-13-7 SW - Consid-
eration - $.0. 
   6-12 - Cara F. Czarnecki, Christine 
M. Mathias to Amy E. Ringger, Dale 
G. Ringger - Pt. Sect. 35-13-6 SE - 
406 S. Sixth St., Wyoming, Ill. - 
Consideration = $62,500. 
   6-12 - Marjorie Joiner, Merle 
Joiner to Amber Brock - Kings Sub-
division, Lot 1 - 521 N. 6th St., Wyo-
ming, Ill. - Consideration = $80,000. 
   6-14 - James R. Plumer, Matthew J. 
Plumer to Andrew J. Plumer - Pt. 
Sect. 6-12-5 SE Consideration = 
$40,000.
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except July 5 and 
Dec. 27) by Lampe Publications 
LLC, 115 W. Main St., Elmwood, 
IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad and Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - Angie 
Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tuesdays 
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3 
p.m. The Prairie News encourages 
readers to submit news for publi-
cation. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an error 
occured. The Prairie News is an Il-
linois Press Association member.

Knee infection sidelines Prairie News writer
To The Editor: 
   A week prior to May 28, I was 
having severe pain in my right arti-
ficial knee. After some tests, I re-
ceived a phone call from the VA 
Iowa City Healthcare System or-
thopedics clinic insisting I come see 
them immediately. 
   I drove to the clinic on May 28 
and they withdrew, with a very long 
needle, infected fluid from my right 
knee. I was admitted into the VA 
hospital emergency room and the 
next day moved to the surgery prep-
aration and recovery floor.  
   On May 30, surgery on my right 
knee flushed or cleaned infection 

from the knee joint and a plastic 
part that fits between metal parts in 
the artificial knee was replaced. I 
spent a week in the hospital with an 
immobilizer on my right leg. 
   I was released on June 7 to return 
home, but not before a picc line was 
inserted into my left arm to my 

heart. I am treated with IV antibio-
tics through the picc line for four 
weeks and then take oral antibiotics 
for six to 12 months because the 
bacteria attaches to the metal parts 
of the artificial joint and is difficult 
to kill.  
   Therefore I will not be writing 
newspaper articles for a while. Just 
so you know. 

– John A. Ballentine,Wyoming 
  The Prairie News welcomes  

letters to the editor.  
Email to jeff@wklypost.com  

or mail to: The Prairie News,  
PO Box 240, Toulon, IL 61483. 

We reserve the right to edit letters.

   Rambling through central Illinois, 
wishing Illinois had a better system 
for helping people suffering from 
mental-health issues. 

•  •  • 
   Years ago, former Elmwood-area 
carpenter Ken Wills built me a cool 
desk with a top that was originally 
part of a lane at the Elmwood Bowl, 
which closed in the late 1990s, ac-
cording to the 2004 Elmwood his-
tory book. For 
the past 15 years, 
that desk sat in 
an office above 
my garage, col-
lecting dust and 
getting in the 
way of my kid’s 
parties. The desk 
is so heavy that 
vows were sworn 
it would never move from its perch 
above the garage. Ahh, but what is 
the purpose of Father’s Day week-
end if not to stress the backs of 
young sons, who managed to haul it 
across town. At some point the desk 
will be rebuilt in our office (once 
the kids dare to return home). ... At 
present, the desktop is propped up 
in our work garage on a broke-
down Bachtold weed mower (the 
most dangerous-looking yard im-
plement ever made), in view of 
another rolling desk with a top 
that’s made out of a bowling alley 
from Toulon’s long-closed bowling 

alley. And my wife says we need to 
downsize and get rid of some 
things. No way. “Keep buying ga-
rages” is my motto. ... Hey, if any-
body has pictures or stories to share 
about the Elmwood or Toulon 
bowling alleys, send them my way. 

•  •  • 
   Ken Burns could make almost any 
topic watchable. Not baseball. Not 
even the great american documen-
tary maker could pull that off. But 
Burns’ newest film “The American 
Buffalo” kept me awake late this 
week because I couldn’t turn it off 
and was left wanting more. How 
had this October 2023 release es-
caped my buffalo-loving, westward 
gaze? Thanks goes to my father for 
bringing the documentary to my at-
tention (a much kinder act of father-
hood than moving a two-ton table). 
After soaking in Burns’ latest film, 
it was interesting to read one viewer 
lambaste the show as “a woke con-
demnation of white Americans.” 
Condemnation? Yes. Woke? 
Hmmm. If the slaughter of 50 mil-
lion bison – many killed merely for 
their tongues – does not deserve 
condemnation, what does? It’s not 
like the meat was used to feed the 
hungry. All that buffalo killing 
stemmed from pure greed. ... My 
apologies to Tom Howes of the 
Stark County Board of Supervisors, 
whose last name I incorrectly 
printed as House last week. 

•  •  • 
   In the interest of accuracy, we 
must report that a bluebird expert 
doubts last week’s contention in 
this space that Mama Bluebird raised 
two broods before buffalo gnats 
(the only bad buffaloes) killed her 
third batch. He suggests that per-
haps a snake ate one brood. Who 
am I to argue? The bluebird guru 
also advises using an oil mixture on 
openings of a nest box to conceal 
the odor of the nestlings. He said 
the oil mixture lasts about a week 
before it has to be reapplied. I’ve 
also read about spraying bluebird 
boxes with vanilla to keep the gnats 
away. Add that to the ever-growing 
list of ways to protect wildlife from 
wildlife. ... Head of Transportation 
Danny Blakey has a picture of what 
he calls an albino earwig. Accord-
ing to The Bug Doctor, and several 
other online bug experts, what 
Danny actually encountered was an 
earwig that had molted its outer 
shell. Apparently earwigs are vul-
nerable in this stage and often hide, 
which explains why Danny found 
his new best friend in the bottom of 
a flower pot. ... Parting shot: There 
are good people who file bank-
ruptcy. There are also people who 
file bankruptcy and drive a Porsche. 
No law should let Porsche-drivers 
off the hook for their debts. 
    Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040 
or news@prairie-news.com   

Jeff 
LAMPE

GUEST VOICES

Of bowling alleys, Bachtolds and bluebirds
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Wyoming warns against door kicking
By PAYTON LETKO 

For The Prairie News 
   WYOMING – During a Wyoming 
City Council meeting on Tuesday, 
Police Chief Jim Tiller reported that a 
social media trend is prompting 
youths to kick down doors at night to 
record the reaction of unsuspecting 
residents.  
   Tiller emphasized that these inci-
dents constitute attempted break-ins 
and will result in arrests. Two indi-
viduals have been arrested and are 
scheduled for court appearances on 
Friday. Additionally, authorities are 
investigating a fraud case. 
   “There tends to be more calls when 
the weather warms up,” Tiller said. 
   Tiller also raised concerns about re-
painting crosswalks in town, re-
sponding to resident requests. City 
Manager Pat Maher clarified that this 
falls under state jurisdiction. 
   In other business, the city plans to 
hire two part-time staff members to 
assist with upcoming 5K races. 
   The nonprofit Society of Growth is 
organizing Narcotics Anonymous 
and Alcoholics Anonymous meetings 

for every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at 
its office at 101 W. Williams St. in 
Wyoming. 
   With support from Tiller, Society of 
Growth has completed the first phase 
of an application for a grant aimed at 
addressing food insecurity and sub-
stance abuse. Only 12 organizations 
nationwide receive this grant. 
   A surprise OSHA inspection found 
the City of Wyoming significantly 
out of compliance with safety stan-
dards, according to Council Member 
Jim Mercer. Mercer and Maher re-
minded council members that water 
management has been outsourced to 
a contractor for the past 20 years, not 
managed directly by the city. 
   City officials anticipate a report 
from OSHA that will give the city 30 
days to rectify violations or face 
fines. Mercer stressed the importance 
of departmental compliance to avoid 
penalties for violations. 
   Discussions continue regarding 
bids to demolish and replace curbs 
and sidewalks along South 7th Street, 
including in front of Stark County 
Automotive. This project addresses 

the disparity between road height and 
sidewalk elevation over the years. 
  Mercer proposed contracting with 
Knapp Concrete for $50,972 plus a 
bond, pending further discussion on 
drainage concerns and payment lo-
gistics. Maher mentioned the avail-
ability of $234,000 in TIF funds for 
such municipal projects. 
   The council approved a $15,000 
payment of personal property re-
placement tax funds to the Wyoming 
Public Library and a $72,750 con-
tract with Tobin Brothers to install 
five new pumps at the waterworks, 
along with various valves. 
   The council also voted in favor of a 
$1,000 donation to the 2024 Wyo-
ming Community Fireworks show, a 
decrease from last year’s $1,500 con-
tribution. Maher said the decision 
was made to maintain fiscal respon-
sibility. Joe Kinsella said local do-
nors also responded to help cover the 
$5,300 cost of the fireworks show. 
   Council Member Steven Hansard 
urged action on overgrown tree 
branches obstructing roads near 
Family Dollar. 
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Fandel Elected to  
Freedom House board 
   TOULON – Freedom House is 
pleased to announce that Susan Fan-
del has been elected to a three-year 
term on its Board of Directors.  
   Fandel spent 40 years working in 
human resources. Her dedication to 
Freedom House began as a volunteer 
and she continues to provide direct 
service to clients and their children. 
   Freedom House, a non-profit 
501(c)(3) corporation, is the domes-
tic and sexual violence agency serv-
ing Bureau, 
Henry, Marshall, 
Putnam and Stark 
counties. Head-
quartered in 
Princeton, the 
group has satellite 
offices in Gene-
seo, Kewanee, 
Cambridge and 
Lacon.  
   Services include a 24-hour crisis 
hotline (800-474-6031), emergency 
shelter, medical and legal advocacy, 
adult and child counseling, aware-
ness and prevention education. 
   More information can be found 
online at  freedomhouseillinois.org. 
College honors 
   • Several local students made the 
Dean’s list (3.5 gpa or better) at 
Bradley University for the spring 
semester: Joshua Braker of Speer, 
Jordan McCauley of Bradford, 
Caleb Raineri and Mark Wagner, 
both of Toulon, and Karsyn 

Rewerts of Wyoming.  
   • Blake Orwig of Wyoming made 
the Dean’s list (3.5 gpa or better) at 
Monmouth College for the spring 
semester. 
College graduates 
   Two local students graduated 
from Monmouth College on May 
19. They are Sklyar Law and 
Madelynn Wilson, both of Wyo-
ming. 
Farmers invited to  
edge-of-field workshop 
   GALESBURG –  Producers can 
get answers to their questions about 
installing edge-of-field conserva-
tion practices by connecting with 
farmers who have first-hand knowl-
edge at the Cultivating Conversa-
tions: How and Why Illinois 
Farmers Implement Edge-of-Field 

Practices panel discussion for west-
central Illinois.  
   The workshop/panel will take 
place on Tuesday, June 25, from 9 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., at the Knox 
County Farm Bureau building, 180 
S. Soangetaha Road, in Galesburg,   
   Four local producers will share 
their experiences and valuable les-
sons learned before answering 
questions about their use of edge-
of-field practices in this free event.  
   Sign up at go.illinois.edu/EdgeOf-
Field or call (309) 342-5108. A light 
breakfast and lunch will be pro-
vided. 
FFA state degree 
   SPRINGFIELD – Stark County 
FFA member Hailey Peterson 
earned her state degree during the 
Illinois FFA State Convention at the 
Bank of Springfield Center.

BRIEFS

Pictured above (left to right) are Marlan Rachel, Galva School District’s athletic director; Ben 
Burris; Landon Rodseth; and Junior High Track Coach Josh Harris. Burris and Rodseth were 
on the junior high track team that did well at state. They received the Wildcat Award at Mon-
day night’s school board meeting. Photo by Carol Townsend. 

ADVERTISE  
(309) 286-2185

Fandel



By HANNAH SPANGLER 
FarmWeek 

   What was once just a 
weed shows potential for 
extreme power as a cash 
crop in the Midwest. 
   On May 23, Western Il-
linois University’s field 
day in Macomb brought 
attendees into the weeds 
of more than 10 years of 
research. Win Phippen, 
professor of plant breed-
ing and genetics at WIU, 
led the day, welcoming 
farmers, fellow research-
ers, industry partners and 
students. 
   The event aimed to 
showcase the winter an-
nual crop, field penny-
cress, to local producers 
while emphasizing the 
groundbreaking research 
behind this innovation. 
   Commercialized field 
pennycress by CoverCress 
Inc., named CoverCress, 
expands the usefulness of 
pennycress beyond the 
wild black seed and 
golden varieties. 
   “Black seed pennycress 
is a weed and it persists 
year after year,” Phippen 
said.  
   He further explained 

that golden pennycress 
came from changing one 
gene on the wild variety. 
The seed coat is thinner, 
allowing it to germinate 
faster and keeping it from 
taking over.  
   CoverCress shares qual-
ities with canola, particu-
larly in terms of oil and 
feedstock quality. Ho-
wever, the Integrated Pen-
nycress Research 
Enabling Farm and 
Energy Resilience team 
has evidence that Cover-
Cress is even better than 
canola. The crop requires 
minimal inputs for plant-
ing and fertilization. 
   Plus, CoverCress ma-
tures much earlier than 
canola, allowing farmers 
to plant a full season crop 
after harvest. The target 
plant date for CoverCress 
is the beginning of Oc-
tober so the crop can be in 
the ground throughout the 
winter and be out of the 
field as soon as possible. 
   “The most critical step 
in all of pennycress is get 
out of the field as quickly 
as possible,” Phippen 
said. “If I delay planting 
of soybeans as the next 

crop into June, farmers 
are not going to have any-
thing to do with it.” 
   According to CCI, gene 
editing and breeding has 
helped pennycress be-
come a rotational cash 
crop that fits into a corn 
and soybean rotation. 
Breeding the plant for 
uniform genetics has been 
a series of trial and error, 
if you ask Kevin Cook, 
CCI vice-president of 
breeding. 
   Beyond showing the 
science behind creating 

new pennycress varieties, 
industry experts also 
shared the environmental 
aspects the crop can offer 
farms. CCI reports Cover-
Cress provides cover crop 
benefits and contributes to 
reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
   Cook said CoverCress is 
a way for CCI to help 
farmers get more use out 
of their land while pre-
serving it for the next 
generation. He hopes the 
crop can enter the sustain-
able aviation fuel market 
in the future providing 
even more opportunities 
for Midwest farmers. 
   “The whole story is 
pretty cool,” Cook said of 
the pennycress phenome-
non. “From weed to a 
crop in 10 years.” 
   This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.
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Pennycress moves from weed to cash crop

Pennycress hows potential as a 
cash crop for Illinois farmers 
and there is evidence that it is 
even better than canola. 
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LEGAL ADS
TAKE NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CASE NO.  2024TX3 
   To: Estate of Gary Clinebell, 
deceased; Anne Rennick; John 
Clinebell; Sarah Clinebell; Connor 
Speciale; St. Paul's Episcopal 
Cathedral; Unknown Heirs/Devisees 
of Gary Clinebell, deceased; Heather 
Hollis, Stark County Clerk; Persons 
in occupancy or actual possession 
of said property, unknown owners 
or parties claiming any right, 
interest or title in the described real 
estate: 
Property located at: Toulon 
Township Farmland, No 911 
Address, Stark County, IL 
Property Index No.                          
04-27-400-003 
Tax Sale Certificate No.                   
202000018 

   This property was sold on 
October 26, 2021, for delinquent 
general taxes for the year of 2020.  
A Petition for Tax Deed for this 
property was filed on April 16, 
2024. 
   Your right to redeem the property 
from the sale will expire on October 
9, 2024.  If you fail to redeem by 
that date, the court may enter a 
judgment granting petitioner a tax 
deed. 
   This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this county in 
Toulon, Illinois on October 25, 2024 
at 9 AM before Judge Bauer, or 
whomever may be sitting in his or 
her stead. 

JICTB, Inc., Petitioner 
Angela L. Tucker, Esq. 
JICTB, Inc. 
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100 
Champaign, IL  61821 
Published 6/7, 6/14, 6/21/24 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
STATE BANK OF TOULON, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
THOMAS M. MADSEN; KYLE 
WHITMARSH; STEPHANIE 
WHITMARSH; PARTIES IN 
POSSESSION; INTERESTED 
PERSONS; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 
Defendants. 
CASE NO.  2024 FC 30 
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION 

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
(735 ILCS 5/2-206, 5/2-207, 5/2-

413, 5-15-1501(c) 
5/15-1502 AND 5/15-1503) 

   The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, notice 
is hereby given to Interested 
Persons, Unknown Owners, and 
Non-Record Claimants, Defendants 
in the above captioned action, 
pursuant to the provisions of 735 
ILCS 5/2-206, 5/2-207, 5/15-1502 
and 5/15-1503, that the above 
captioned action has been 
commenced in the Circuit Court of 
Henry County, Illinois, seeking to 
foreclose mortgages covering the 
following described real estate 
situated in Henry County, Illinois, to 
wit: 
1. Legal description: 
Lot 4 of Subdivision of Lot 4 of the 
Original Town, now Village, of 
Cambridge, Henry County, Illinois  
PIN: 18-07-329-003 
2. Common address or location of 
the mortgaged premises: 
205 W. Court Street, Cambridge, 
IL 61238 

and for such other relief.  Summons 
were duly issued by the Court as 
provided by law and this action is 
now pending. 
   Unless you file your answer to the 
Complaint in this action or 
otherwise make your appearance in 
the Circuit Court of Henry County, 
Illinois on or before July 7, 2024 
default may be entered against you. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs and 
the case number are identified 
above. 
   2. The Court in which the action 
was brought is identified above. 
   3. The names of the titleholders of 
record are: Thomas M. Madsen 
   4. A common address or 
description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows: 205 W. 
Court Street, Cambridge, IL 61238 
   5. Identification of the mortgages 
sought to be foreclosed are as 
follows: 
(a) Name of Mortgagor: Thomas 
M. Madsen  
(b) Name of Mortgagee: State 
Bank of Toulon  
(c) Date of Mortgage: June 28, 
2021 
(d) Date of Recording: July 1, 
2021 

(e) County where recorded: Henry 
County, Illinois 
(f) Recording Document 
Identification: Document No. 20-
2104113 

Dated:  June 4, 2024 
/s/ Terilyn A. Motley 

Clerk of the Circuit Court 
BARASH & EVERETT, LLC 
Justin M. Raver 
211 W. 2nd Street 
Kewanee, IL 61344 
Telephone:  (309) 852-5555 
Facsimile:  (309) 853-8135  
justin@barashlaw.com 
Published 6/7, 6/14, 6/21/24 

• • •    
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COMMUNITY STATE BANK, 
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
ROBERT E. BROOKS; TRACY L. 
WARNER N/K/A TRACY L. 
BROOKS; BLUE WORLD POOLS, 
INC.; PARTIES IN POSSESSION; 
INTERESTED PERSONS; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS 
Defendants. 
CASE NO.  2024 FC 24 
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION  

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
(735 ILCS 5/2-206, 5/2-207, 5/2-

413, 5-15-1501(c) 
5/15-1502 AND 5/15-1503) 

    The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, notice 
is hereby given to Interested 
Persons, Unknown Owners, and 
Non-Record Claimants, Defendants 
in the above captioned action, 
pursuant to the provisions of 735 
ILCS 5/2-206, 5/2-207, 5/15-1502 
and 5/15-1503, that the above 
captioned action has been 
commenced in the Circuit Court of 
Henry County, Illinois, seeking to 
foreclose mortgages covering the 
following described real estate 
situated in Henry County, Illinois, to 
wit: 
  1 .Legal description: 
   A TRACT OF LAND IN THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW ¼) OF 
THE NORTHEAST QUARTER (NE ¼) 
OF SECTION TWENTY-SEVEN (27), 
TOWNSHIP FOURTEEN (14) 
NORTH, RANGE 4 EAST OF THE 
4TH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN 
DESCRIBED:  
   COMMENCING AT THE CENTER 
POINT OF SECTION TWENTY-
SEVEN (27), THENCE NORTH 
ALONG THE WEST LINE OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER (NE ¼)  
SIX HUNDRED TWENTY-SEVEN 
(627) FEET, THENCE EAST FIVE 
HUNDRED  TWENTY-EIGHT (528) 
FEET, THENCE SOUTH THREE 
HUNDRED (300) FEET  MORE OR 
LESS TO THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-
WAY OF THE BURLNGTON  
NORTHERN RAILROAD, THENCE 
SOUTHWESTERLY ALONG THE 
NORTH RIGHT- OF-WAY OF THE 
BURLINGTON NORTHERN 
RAILROAD TO THE POINT OF  
BEGINNING CONTAINING 5.62 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, 
SITUATED IN GALVA  TOWNSHIP, 
SITUATED IN HENRY COUNTY, IN 
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.  
PIN: 24-27-200-65 
    2. Common address or location 
of the mortgaged premises: 
21084 Trolley Road, Galva, IL 
61434 
and for such other relief.  Summons 
were duly issued by the Court as 
provided by law and this action is 
now pending. 
    Unless you file your answer to 
the Complaint in this action or 
otherwise make your appearance in 
the Circuit Court of Henry County, 
Illinois on or before July 7, 2024 
default may be entered against you. 
    1. The names of all Plaintiffs and 
the case number are identified 
above. 
    2. The Court in which the action 
was brought is identified above. 
    3. The names of the titleholders 
of record are: Robert E. Brooks and 
Tracey L. Warner n/k/a Tracey L. 
Brooks 
   4. A common address or 
description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows: 
21084 Trolley Road, Galva, IL 
61434 
   5. Identification of the mortgages 
sought to be foreclosed are as 
follows: 
   (a) Name of Mortgagor: Robert E. 
Brooks and Tracey L. Warner n/k/a 
Tracey L. Brooks 
   (b)Name of Mortgagee: 
Community State Bank  
   (c) Date of Mortgage: May 24, 
2016 
   (d) Date of Recording: May 31, 
2016 

   (e) County where recorded: Henry 
County, Illinois 
   (f) Recording Document 
Identification: Document No. 20-
1603085 
   Dated: June 4, 2024 
                         /S/ Terilyn A. Motley 

Clerk of the Circuit Court 
BARASH & EVERETT, LLC 
Justin M. Raver 
211 W. 2nd Street 
Kewanee, IL 61344 
Telephone: (309) 852-5555 
Facsimile: (309) 853-8135  
justin@barashlaw.com 
Published  6/7, 6/14, 6/21/24 

• • •    
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
KNOX COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
MIRIAM ROSALIE MATTHEWS,  

deceased 
No. 2024-PR-77 

   Notice is given of the death of MI-
RIAM ROSALIE MATTHEWS.      
   Letters of Office were issued on 
June 6, 2024, to KRYSTAL LOHREI 
of 374 Loverly Way, Franklin, NC 
28734, and KAROLE TEDIN, of 309 
Lillie Avenue, Altona, IL 61414 as 
Independent Co-Executors, whose 
attorney is Michael Massie, Massie 
& Quick, LLC, P.O. Box 205, Galva, 
IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Knox County 
Circuit Clerk, Knox County Court-
house, 200 S. Cherry, Galesburg IL  
61401, or with the representative, 
or both, within six months from the 
date of first publication, the BAR 
DATE, and any claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within ten 
days after it has been filed. 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
P.O. Box 205 
Galva, IL 6l434 
(309) 932-2168 
Published  6/14, 6/21, 6/28./24 

• • •    
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

FIFTH THIRD BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
ANGELA CECIL A/K/A ANGELA I 
CECIL; ED'S HEATING, AIR CON-
DITIONING, PLUMBING & ELEC-
TRIC, INC.; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
DEFENDANTS. 
NO. 23 FC 1 
217 EAST SOUTH STREET TOU-
LON, IL 61483 

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered by 
the Court in the above entitled 
cause on April 12, 2024, Sheriff of 
Stark County will on July 24, 2024, 
in THE FRONT DOOR OF THE 
COURT HOUSE, 130 W. Main St., 
Toulon, IL 61483, at 2:30 PM, sell 
at public auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and sin-
gular, the following described real 
estate mentioned in said Judgment, 
situated in the County of Stark, 
State of Illinois, or so much thereof 
as shall be sufficient to satisfy said 
Judgment: 
   LOT SIX (6), BLOCK THIRTY-ONE 
(31) IN HENDERSON & WHI-
TAKER'S ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF TOULON; SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF STARK AND STATE OF 
ILLINOIS. 
   TAX NO. 04-19-342-008 
   COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 217 
East South Street 
Toulon, IL 61483 
   Description of Improvements: The 
property is a single family. The 
property has a one car garage. The 
garage is detached. The exterior is 
aluminum siding. The color is 
white. The property does not have a 
fence. The property is occupied. 
   The Judgment amount was 
$43,859.96. 
   Sale Terms: This is an "AS IS" sale 
for "CASH". The successful bidder 
must deposit 10% down by certified 
funds; balance, by certified funds, 
within 24 hours. NO REFUNDS. 
   The subject property is subject to     
general real estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without re-
course to plaintiff. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 

the court. 
   Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall receive 
a Certificate of Sale, which will enti-
tle the purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after confirmation of the 
sale. 
The property will NOT be open for 
inspection. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file 
to verify all information. 
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of evict-
ing any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the sub-
ject premises. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For Information: Visit our website 
at http://ilforeclosuresales. 
mrpllc.com. 
   Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLC, Plaintiff's Attorneys, 1 N. Dear-
born St., Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 
60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. 
Please refer to file# 22-13659IL 
   PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, THE 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE. 
   Plaintiff's attorney is not required 
to provide additional information 
other than that set forth in this no-
tice of sale. 
I3242598 
Published  6/14, 6/21, 6/28/24 

• • •    
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
petition has been filed by TLS In-
vestment Properties LLC, 2330 
Knox Road 1675N, Williamsfield, Il-
linois, directed to the Stark County 
Board of Appeals requesting a 
change in zoning from (R-1) Res-
idential  to (C-1) Commercial for 
property located at 3049 State 
Route 78, Toulon, Illinois described 
as Village of West Jersey, Lot 12 & 
N ½ Lot 13 Part Lot 8 and all Lot 9. 
   The request for the rezoning from 
Residential to Commercial  is for 
the operation of a Drive Thru Coffee 
business and storage facility. 
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
public hearing on said petition will 
be held before the Zoning Board of 
Appeals of the County of Stark, at 
the Courthouse at 130 West Main 
Street, Toulon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m., 
July 8, 2024, at which time and 
place all interested persons may be 
present and will be heard. 

Renee L. Johnson 
STARK COUNTY ZONING OFFICER 

Published  6/21/24 
• • •    

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

ESTATE OF:  DUANE O. BELL,          
No. 2024PR64 
Deceased                                           

CLAIM NOTICE 
Publication) 

 
   Notice is given of the death of 
Duane O. Bell. Letters of Office were 
issued on June 13, 2024, to Steven 
D. Bell as Independent Executor 
whose attorneys are Barash & Ever-
ett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, Il-
linois or with the representative, or 
both on or before December 13, 
2024. 
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and to the 
attorney within l0 days after it has 
been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn more and to se-
lect a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-fil-
ing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/ge-
thelp.asp. Or talk with your local cir-

cuit clerk’s office. 
 
Name   Barash & Everett, LLC           
Attorney for Executor                        
Address P.O. Box 165                       
City   Galva, IL  61434                                     
Phone(309) 932-2001                      
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published  6/21, 6/28, 7/12/24 

• • •    
N THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
ESTATE OF:  DIXIE M. KING,            
No. 2024PR8 
Deceased                                           

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

 
  Notice is given of the death of 
Dixie M. King. Letters of Office were 
issued on June 14, 2024, to Jeffrey 
D. King as Independent Executor 
whose attorneys are Barash & Ever-
ett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Stark County, Toulon, Illinois 
or with the representative, or both 
on or before December 14, 2024.  
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and to the 
attorney within l0 days after it has 
been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn more and to se-
lect a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-fil-
ing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/ge-
thelp.asp. Or talk with your local cir-
cuit clerk’s office. 

 
Name   Barash & Everett, LLC           
Attorney for Executor                        
Address P.O. Box 165                       
City   Galva, IL  61434                                     
Phone (309) 932-2001 
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published  6/21, 6/28, 7/12/24 

• • •    
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
petition has been filed by Goldrush 
Apple Energy II, LLC, c/o Apex 
Clean Energy, 120 Garrett St, Suite 
700, Charlottesville, VA 22902, on 
property owned by Ronald D. Streit-
matter Trust, 4123 W. Simpson Dr., 
Dunlap, Illinois, directed to the 
Stark County Board of Appeals re-
questing a Special Use Permit in the 
(AG-1) Agricultural District for 
property legally described as Valley 
Township, W1/2NW1/4 Section 28, 
80 Acres, County of Stark, State of 
Illinois. 
   The request for the Special Use 
Permit is for a meteorological tower 
to be constructed on the above de-
scribed property. 
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
hearing on said petition will be held 
before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
of the County of Stark, at the Court-
house at 130 West Main Street, 
Toulon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m., on 
July 8, 2024, at which time and 
place all interested persons may be 
present and will be heard. 

Renee L. Johnson 
STARK COUNTY ZONING OFFICER 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
petition has been filed by Goldrush 
Apple Energy II, LLC, c/o Apex 
Clean Energy, 120 Garrett St, Suite 
700, Charlottesville, VA 22902, on 
property owned by Webster/Pittman 
Farm LLC, Attn: Venette Pittman, 
8675 Grain Bin Road, Toulon, Illi-
nois, directed to the Stark County 
Board of Appeals requesting a Spe-
cial Use Permit in the (AG-1) Agri-
cultural District for property 
described as Essex Township, Part 
NW1/4 Section 31, 158 Acres, 
County of Stark, State of Illinois. 
   The request for the Special Use 
Permit is for a meteorological tower 
to be constructed on the above de-
scribed property. 
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
hearing on said petition will be held 
before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
of the County of Stark, at the Court-
house at130 West Main Street, Tou-
lon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m., on July 8, 
2024, at which time and place all in-
terested persons may be present 
and will be heard. 

Renee L. Johnson 
STARK COUNTY ZONING OFFICER 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
petition has been filed by Goldrush 
Apple Energy II, LLC, c/o Apex 
Clean Energy, 120 Garrett St, Suite 
700, Charlottesville, VA 22902, on 

property owned by KJLK Properties, 
LLC, Attn: Frank Shafer, 4175 
Township Road 1050E, Wyoming, 
Illinois, directed to the Stark County 
Board of Appeals requesting a Spe-
cial Use Permit in the (AG-1) Agri-
cultural District for property legally 
described as Valley Township, 
NW1/4 Section 8, 157 Acres, 
County of Stark, State of Illinois. 
   The request for the Special Use 
Permit is for a meteorological tower 
to be constructed on the above de-
scribed property. 
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
hearing on said petition will be held 
before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
of the County of Stark, at the Court-
house at 130 West Maib Street, 
Toulon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m., on 
July 8, 2024, at which time and 
place all interested persons may be 
present and will be heard. 

Renee L. Johnson 
STARK COUNTY ZONING OFFICER 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
petition has been filed by Goldrush 
Apple Energy II, LLC, c/o Apex 
Clean Energy, 120 Garrett St, Suite 
700m Charlottesville, VA 22902, on 
property owned by Nancy Morris-
sey Trust, 723 Millpoint Way, Elgin, 
SC, directed to the Stark County 
Board of Appeals requesting a Spe-
cial Use Permit in the (AG-1) Agri-
cultural District for property legally 
described as Essex Township, N1/2 
SW1/4 Section 26, 80 Acres, 
County of Stark, State of Illinois. 
   The request for the Special Use 
Permit is for a meteorological tower 
to be constructed on the above de-
scribed property. 
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
hearing on said petition will be held 
before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
of the County of Stark, at the Court-
house at 130 West Main Street, 
Toulon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m., on 
July 8, 2024, at which time and 
place all interested persons may be 
present and will be heard. 

Renee L. Johnson 
STARK COUNTY ZONING OFFICER 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
petition has been filed by Goldrush 
Apple Energy II, LLC, c/o Apex 
Clean Energy, 120 Garrett St, Suite 
700, Charlottesville, VAS 22902, on 
property owned by MAK Properties, 
LLC, Attn: Michael Harmon, 23618 
W> Rosenbohm Road, Elmwood, Il-
linois, directed to the Stark County 
Board of Appeals requesting a Spe-
cial Use Permit in the (AG-1) Agri-
cultural District for property legally 
described as West Jersey Town-
ship, W1/2 SE1/4 Section 22, 80 
Acres, County of Stark, State of Illi-
nois. 
 
The request for the Special Use Per-
mit is for a meteorological tower to 
be constructed on the above de-
scribed property. 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
hearing on said petition will be held 
before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
of the County of Stark, at the Court-
house at 130 West Main Street, 
Toulon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m., on 
July 8, 2024, at which time and 
place all interested persons may be 
present and will be heard. 

Renee L. Johnson 
STARK COUNTY ZONING OFFICER 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
petition has been filed by Goldrush 
Apple Energy II, LLC, c/o Apex 
Clean Energy, 120 Garrett St, Suite 
700, Charlottesville, VA 22902, on 
property owned by BBJJ FLP, LLC, 
Attn: Barry Streitmatter, 1753 
Township Road 1050E, Wyoming, 
Illinois, directed to the Stark County 
Board of Appeals requesting a Spe-
cial Use Permit in the (AG-1) Agri-
cultural District for property legally 
described as West Jersey Town-
ship, E side SE1/4 Section 2, 120 
Acres, County of Stark, State of Illi-
nois. 
   The request for the Special Use 
Permit is for a meteorological tower 
to be constructed on the above de-
scribed property. 
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
hearing on said petition will be held 
before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
of the County of Stark, at the Court-
house at 130 West Main Street, 
Toulon, Illinois, at 7:00 p.m., on 
July 8, 2024, at which time and 
place all interested persons may be 
present and will be heard. 

Renee L. Johnson 
STARK COUNTY ZONING OFFICER 

Published  6/21/24
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OBITUARIES
  Walter E. Bauer 

   BRADFORD – Walter Eugene 
Bauer, 82, of Bradford, Ill., passed 
away peacefully surrounded by 
family on Saturday, June 15, 2024, 
at OSF Saint Francis Hospital in 
Peoria. 
   Walt was born 
on Dec. 12, 1941, 
in Peoria, the son 
of Marion Elmer 
and Lieu “Alma” 
(Elmore) Bauer. 
He was a gradu-
ate of Bradford 
High School.  
   Walt served in 
the U.S. Army from 1962-65. He re-
tired from Chillicothe Metal Co., 
where he worked for over 30 years.     
   He married Marion Gertrude 
Schmidt on Aug. 12, 1989, at Fran-
cis Park in Kewanee. She preceded 
him in death on Dec. 22, 2010.  
   Walt was an avid bowler, enjoyed 
camping and was a member of the 
Kentucky Colonels. He also loved 
driving across the U.S. 
   Survivors include his two daugh-
ters, Jana and Shawna Bauer of Tuc-
son, Ariz.; two grandchildren, 
Jonathan Horne and Tiffany Bauer; 
seven siblings, Ella “Eileen” (Jon) 
Norin of Bloomington, John Bauer 
of Tiskilwa, Richard Bauer of Brad-
ford, Jack Bauer of Buda, Barbara 
(Ray) Carlson of Mountain Home, 
Ark., Edward (Sharon) Bauer of 
Bradford and Mary Jason of Wyo-
ming, Ill.; as well as 22 nieces and 
nephews. 
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents and wife. 
   A private graveside service will be 
held on Wednesday, June 26, 2024, 
at Bradford Village Cemetery. A 
celebration of life with a potluck 
dinner for family and friends will be 
held at Bradford Baptist Church on 
Wednesday, June 26, 2024, starting 
at 2 p.m. Cremation rites have been 
accorded. 
   Memorial donations may be di-
rected to the Bradford Senior Center, 
where Walt enjoyed many a game of 
bingo and dominoes. 
   Online condolences may be di-
rected to www.grant-johnsonfh.com. 

Jeffrey Gerard 
   BRADFORD – Jeffrey “Jeff” Ge-
rard, 33, of Bradford, died Thursday, 
June 13, 2024, from injuries sus-
tained in a motorcycle-vehicular ac-
cident in Bureau County. 
   He was born Aug. 6, 1990, in Ga-

lesburg. Survivors include his father, 
Kevin P. (Jane) Gerard of Kewanee; 
his mother, Brenda L. (Beeler) Ge-
rard of Toulon; the love of his life, 
Alyssa Watt, and his princess, Kay-
lynn both of Bradford; brothers, 
Brad Gerard of Toulon and Justin 
(April) Gerard of 
Kewanee; sister, 
Amanda 
McCurdy of 
Galva; and bonus 
sister Brooke 
Montgomery.  
   Also surviving 
are his grand-
mothers Elaine 
Anderson, Julie 
Beeler and Sherry Beeler; nieces 
Madelyn and Evalyn McCurdy; 
nephew Shawn Gerard; and aunts 
and uncles, Donnie and Connie Ge-
rard and Eric and Kristine Anderson, 
both of Galva and Angie Miller, 
Doug Beeler and Darren (Kara) 
Beeler, all of Princeville.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
grandfathers Rolf Anderson, Bob 
Gerard and Gary Beeler. 
   Jeff graduated Galva High School 
in 2008. He owned and operated Ge-
rard Tree Service. He will always be 
known for his wit and humor. We 
will miss his random fun facts of the 
day and hearing him say, “Did you 
know that? Now you do!”  
   He was the best daddy to Kaylynn, 
always making time for their daddy-
daughter dates. He loved to cook, 
especially smoking foods. His pas-
sions included trimming trees, fire-
arms and motorcycle rides on the 
open road. He was always looking 
for new adventures to take Alyssa 
and Kaylynn on. He couldn’t wait to 
get home at the end of the day to 
them, Miss Mollie, Clark and even 
when he wouldn’t admit it, their cats 
too.  
   He was very loyal and had many 
close friends. Most of all he loved 
his family and the time he got to 
spend with his princess, Kaylynn. 
Jeff’s memory will always remain in 
the hearts of his family, friends and 
all who had the privilege to know 
him. 
   Funeral services will be held at 10 
a.m., Saturday, June 22, at Rux Fu-
neral Home in Galva with Deacon 
Michael Crummer officiating. A vis-
itation will be held from 4-7 p.m. on 
Friday, June 21, at the funeral home. 
Memorials may be directed to an 
education fund to be established for 
his daughter. 

   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

  Russell C. Josephson 
   GALVA – Russell Curtis Joseph-
son, 104, of Galesburg, formerly of 
Galva, died at 8:44 a.m., Tuesday, 
June 11, 2024, at Allure of Lake Sto-
rey. 
   He was born April 4, 1920, in 
Knox County, Ill., the son of Sher-
man and Augusta (Theesfeld) Jo-
sephson. He married Mildred 
Coleman on Feb. 19, 1944, in Knox-
ville and she preceded him in death 
on June 9, 2006. Survivors include 
his daughter, Sue (Steven) Hoffmann 
of Rockford, Ill.; two grandchildren, 
Eric Hoffmann of Phoenix, Ariz. and 
Emily (Tony) Renteria of Maches-
ney Park, Ill.; and four great-grand-
children, Dominic, Alexander, 
Maxwell and Benjamin.  
   He was also preceded in death by 
his parents; two brothers, Richard 
and Robert Josephson; sister Marian 
Fidler; and his daughter, Ann. 
   Russell farmed near West Jersey 
and Galva for 38 years and then 
owned and operated Josephson 
Clothing Store in Galva for 14 years. 
He was a member of the First United 
Methodist Church in Galva, the 
Galva Lions Club and the Knox 
County Farm Bureau, for which he 
served as its director for 12 years. 
   Funeral services will be held at 11 
a.m., Friday, June 21, at Rux Funeral 
Home in Galva with Pastor Rebecca 
Gearhart officiating. Visitation will 
be held one hour prior to the services 
at the funeral home. Burial will be in 
the Galva Cemetery. Memorials may 
be directed to the Ann Josephson 
Memorial Fund at the First United 
Methodist Church or to the Galva 
Lions Club. 
   This obituary may be viewed and 
private condolences left at www.rux-
funeralhome.com. 

  Courtney E. Wallace 
   OAK PARK – Courtney E. Wal-
lace, 43, of Oak Park, formerly of 
Galva, died Thursday, June 13, 
2024, at Rush University Medical 
Center in Chicago.  
   Arrangements are pending at Rux 
Funeral Home in Galva.

  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
Galva Congregational Church 

 Pastor Marshall Jones 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 
Wyoming Nazarene Church 

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

Holy Trinity Polish National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m.,   Sun. at 9 a.m.,   Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

 Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 

newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 

 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Gerard

FOR RENT 
 TOULON: Large upstairs one bed-
room apartment, Toulon, IL, 
$675/month, $675/deposit, in-
cludes water. Call (309)678-1831 
or (309)286-7220. 

SERVICES 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 

farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. Call 
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 

(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 

and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364. 
• BAYSINGER’S ANTIQUES: Al-
ways wanting to buy older wood 
furniture, any condition.  Check 
out Baysinger’s Antiques on Face-
book.  1135 Railroad Ave., Rt 34 
in Kewanee. (309) 883-0164.

CLASSIFIEDS

Bauer



• • •  
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

FIFTH THIRD BANK, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
ANGELA CECIL A/K/A ANGELA I 
CECIL; ED'S HEATING, AIR 
CONDITIONING, PLUMBING & 
ELECTRIC, INC.; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, DEFENDANTS. 
NO. 23 FC 1 
217 EAST SOUTH STREET 
TOULON, IL 61483 
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE 
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT 
   PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered by the Court in the above 
entitled cause on April 12, 2024, 
Sheriff of Stark County will on July 
24, 2024, in THE FRONT DOOR OF 
THE COURT HOUSE, 130 W. Main 
St., Toulon, IL 61483, at 2:30 PM, 
sell at public auction and sale to 

the highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Judgment, situated in the County 
of Stark, State of Illinois, or so 
much thereof as shall be sufficient 
to satisfy said Judgment: 
   TAX NO. 04-19-342-008 
   COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 217 
East South Street 
Toulon, IL 61483 
   Description of Improvements: 
The property is a single family. The 
property has a one car garage. The 
garage is detached. The exterior is 
aluminum siding. The color is 
white. The property does not have 
a fence. The property is occupied. 
   The Judgment amount was 
$43,859.96. 
   Sale Terms: This is an "AS IS" 
sale for "CASH". The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by 
certified funds, within 24 hours. 
NO REFUNDS. 
   The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
water bills, etc., and is offered for 

sale without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff. The 
sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court. 
   Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale. 
   The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bidders 
are admonished to check the court 
file to verify all information. 
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession 
of the subject premises. 
   If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees 
required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) 
and (g)(4). 
   IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 

POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW. 
   For Information: Visit our 
website at http://ilforeclosuresales. 
mrpllc.com. 
   Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, 
LLC, Plaintiff's Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, Chicago, 
IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. 
Please refer to file# 22-13659IL 
   PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
   Plaintiff's attorney is not required 
to provide additional information 
other than that set forth in this 
notice of sale. 
I3242598 
Published 6/14, 6/21, 6/28/24

AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE SALES
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Midsommar music fest returns for 2024
For The Prairie News 

   BISHOP HILL  – The 2024 Mid-
sommar Music Festival returns to 
Bishop Hill this Saturday, June 22, 
promising to provide a free, family-
friendly event. 
   Highlights of the festival includes 
free concerts in the park and a Swe-
dish Maypole celebration. Attendees 
are asked bring a lawn chair. 
   Free performances at the village 
park, in front of the gazebo include 
Black Hawk Pipes & Drums at 10 
a.m.; Sarah and the Underground at 
11 a.m.; Orion Community Band at 1 
p.m.; Jazz on the Side at 2 p.m.; Nor-
wegian Bachelor Farmers at 3 p.m.  
   Maypole dressing begins at 4 p.m. 
and procession to the Colony School 
begins just after it is dressed. May-

pole decorating at Colony School is 
at 4:30 p.m., followed by supper pro-
vided by the Bishop Hill Vasa Lodge.  
   Author Jannifer Stevens Powelson 
will sign books from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Prairie Arts Center, lo-
cated at 203 North Bishop Hill 
Street. Jannifer will be celebrating 
the upcoming release and launch of 

“Summer Solstice,” the ninth book in 
the Nature Station Mystery Series. 
   The Vasa National Archives, a 
short block south of the park, will 
offer a Midsummer Respite featuring 
drinks, snacks, and a make-and-take 
clay sculpture station. The public is 
welcome to view exhibits, enjoy 
some light refreshments and make a 
clay sculpture to take home. The 
Vasa National Archives will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
   Celebrating Midsommar, one of the 
two most popular holidays in 
Sweden – the other being Christmas 
– is a very ancient practice, dating 
back to pre-Christian times.   
   For directions or more information, 
visit www.visitbishophill.com.

ADVERTISE! CALL (309) 286-2185

Huge Indoor Garage Sale - 3967 Duncan Road - Toulon 
Huge Indoor Garage Sale - 2 Miles South of West Jersey, IL on Rt 78 Turn Left on 
Duncan Road One Mile Down on Left. Friday June 21 8am-6pm, Saturday June  
22, 8am-6pm, Sunday June 23 8am - 4pm. Lots of Nice Clothing: Girls, Boys, 
Junior, Misses, & Men's, Name Brands: Miss Me, Silvers, Vigoss, AE, North Face, 
Pink, Maurices, HD, etc., Shoes, Jewelry, Lots of Authentic Purses: Coach, Kate 
Spade, Michel Kors, etc., Bath&Body, Barbies, Disney, Monster High, Rainbow 
High, Nickelodeon, LOL, Tupperware, Thirty-One, Lots of Pioneer Woman, Lots of 
Home Decor, Hearth & Hand, Kitchen Items, Longaberger, Vanity, DVD's, Book 
Bags, Way too much to mention. A lot of The Items are New! Come Check Us Out 
Well Worth the Drive. Not responsible for accidents. 

GARAGE SALE

Pictured above are the Black Hawk Pipes 
and Drums band, scheduled to begin Bishop 
Hill’s music festival at 10 a.m. on June 22.  

By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

  PRINCEVILLE – Technically, a 
tornado didn’t hit Troutman Park last 
week. Although it might have 
seemed like one did, based on the ev-
idence. 
   Various items in the park were 
damaged by a storm that passed 
through Princeville about 8:15 p.m. 
June 13, a Thursday night.  
  According to Village President Jeff 
Troutman, the main concession pa-
vilion sustained damage to its soffit, 
gutters and insulation. There were 
two picnic tables destroyed. Another 
was damaged. A trampoline from a 
nearby yard landed in the park. 
   The rooftop of one dugout at one of 
the park’s ball diamonds was ripped 
from its moorings and deposited be-
hind home plate.     

   Another dugout roof was ripped in 
two. Part of it landed in right field. 
Pieces were found from 50 to 200 
yards away, according to Troutman. 
Bleachers also were damaged. 
    “Thursday night and Sundays are 
the only two days they don’t have 
games out there, luckily,” Troutman 
said. 
   Judging from photographs by 
Princeville residents, Troutman sus-
pected a tornado touched down 
briefly. But the National Weather 
Service office in Lincoln reported no 
tornadoes in that area. 
   Weather Service Meteorologist Re-
bekka Copple said straight-line 
winds from a downburst probably 
caused the Troutman Park damage. 
The Weather Service reported the 
winds at 50 to 60 mph. 
   “It’s a strong push of wind out of 

the storm straight to the ground,” 
Copple said. “Whenever it pushes 
out, the wind accelerates. Usually 
whenever there is a strong down-
burst, it’s localized.” 
   The only tornadoes the Weather 
Service reported from that storm 
were in McLean County, Copple 
said. 
   As of late last week, Troutman 
wasn’t sure when the park damage 
would be repaired – probably within 
the next month. The ball diamonds 
are usable.  
   “It’s minor compared to a whole 
block of houses being ripped down, 
but it still takes some time to get 
done,” Troutman said. “I think every-
body’s just got to be patient and 
work with us, and we’ll put things 
back together as quick as we can.”

Storm damages Princeville’s Troutman Park
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