
   BRADFORD – In October 
1900, a group of 15 Bradford 
women met to form a social club 
and to broaden their reading ex-
perience.   
   The ladies each bought a book 
from Plummer’s Drug Store. After 
they had exchanged and read all 
the books, they each bought 
another book. Once they had accu-
mulated 45 books, they decided to 
start a library so they could lend 
books to the public. 
   From that humble start, the 
Bradford Public Library was born 
and later survived a devastating 
fire before moving into a brick 
building at 111 S. Peoria St. in 
July 1924. That same solid struc-
ture still provides patrons a chance 
to expand their reading opportuni-
ties, but has also evolved to offer 
events, computers and more.  

   In 1992, voters of the Bradford 
School District voted to become a 
district library with services free to 
all residents of the district. 
   In the mid-1990s, a children’s 
department was created. 
   In 2021, the library stopped 
charged fines for late books. 
   And in 2023, the library added a 
lift, a handicapped-accessible rest-
room, an outdoor ramp, hand rail-

ings and wider stairs  
   The library has several special 
events to celebrate 100 years of 
providing free access to books and 
resources. The annual Summer 
Reading program was centered 
around the centennial. A trivia 
night will be held at the library on 
July 18 at 6 p.m. and a special an-
niversary party open house will be 
held July 30 from 4-7 p.m. 

By JEFF LAMPE 

For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – A new Stark 
County highway building 
will not be built on a dead-
end residential street. 
   That decision of the Stark 
County Board of Supervi-
sors Tuesday night brought 
smiles to the faces of res-
idents of Toulon’s South 
Union Street, a group of 
whom had spoken out 
against using a vacant field 
at the end of their quiet street 
for a highway building. 
   “No action will be taken in 
pursuing the land at the end 
of Union Street,” Board 
Chairman Kari Bush said 
following a 27-minute 
closed session. “We will not 
be pursuing the purchase of 
that land.” 
   That means the board and 
County Engineer Judd Giffin 
will continue their search for 
a suitable site to house the 

county’s heavy equipment 
and rock supplies. 
   Progress was made on 
another road-related front. 
Giffin reported he had a pro-
ductive meeting with the Illi-
nois Department of 
Transportation regarding 
Motor Fuel Tax funds, his 
salary and other matters. 
   The board unanimously 
approved several IDOT-re-
lated resolutions, including: 
   • Appropriating $135,000 
of MFT funds for general 
road maintenance, salt, 
signs, equipment rental, 
spray-patching and other 
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Search continues 
Stark Co. board will look elsewhere for  

a location to build a new highway building
Bradford  

Library turns 
100 this year 

Inside  
   • The Stark County Histori-
cal Society is holding a photo 
contest. Page 6 
   • The Stark County Board 
of Supervisors OK’d a plan 
to examine bridges. Page 7 

The brick building that houses the Bradford Public Library opened in July 1924 after a fire 
destroyed the previous library, which was housed in a room over the old Fairbanks Har-
ness Shop.

By MOLLY RICHESON 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Infrastructure and the fu-
ture of a house damaged by a recent 
fire were main topics of Toulon’s City 
Council meeting on July 8.  
   The city will send a notice to the 
homeowner of 315 W. Jefferson St. to 
correct problems on the property re-
sulting from a fire. Following 15 days 
with no improvement or no response, a 
complaint will be filed in the court-
room to begin demolition proceedings. 
The city would cover the cost of the 
demolition, put a lien on the property 
and would then end up owning the 

property. 
   Peerless Pump was to pull out a high-
service pump to replace seals to see if 
that solves a problem that has the pump 
shut down. Peerless is also looking into 
a replacement pump that would have to 
be customized to fit into the current 
structure. Currently, one pump is run-
ning and cannot be shut off as the other 
is out of order. 
   Midco Diving and Marine sent divers 
into the city’s clear-water tank and 
identified a foot valve that needs to be 
replaced. They also cleaned the tank 
and did an inspection. The council ex-
pects to receive a repair quote from 

Midco soon. 
   The city is getting information on a 
Safe Routes to School grant that could 
cover some costs of sidewalk repair on 
South Miller Street. The application is 
due by January 2025 and the city hopes 
to get the school involved to write 
letters to encourage its approval. 
Quotes for the sidewalk project will be 
attained in the near future. 
   An ordinance on sewer service lat-
erals will be edited and resubmitted 
with new language. According to 
Mayor Larry Hollis, Yates City has a 
“fairly decent compromise” regarding 

Toulon serving notice on fire-damaged house

Continued on Page 2

FREEDOM FEST

Spectators had high praise for Galva’s annual Freedom Fest 
fireworks show held on July 4, with some calling it, “The best 
smalltown fireworks display in Illinois.”



Page 2 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS • July 12, 2024

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

TOULON: Water rates may increase

COUNTY BOARD: New wind field discussed

sewer laterals.  
   Bids for Motor Fuel Tax 
road work were opened, 
and Potter and Sons Black-
topping was the lone bid-
der, coming in $10,000 
less than the city’s estimate 
of $54,951. 
   The council approved 
$2,470.64 to purchase a 3-
inch trash pump and a 
semi-trash pump. Last 
week, when two water 
mains broke, the fire de-
partment had to supply a 2-
inch pump that could not 
keep up with the flow from 
a 6-inch water main. 
   A discussion was held 
about raising water, sewer 
and garbage rates. Though 
the council seeks to break 

even on the cost of garbage 
removal, that does not 
happen. And an ongoing 
project on city water mains 
is not completely covered 
by the grant obtained for 
that project.  
   The council plans to dis-
cuss possible rate increases 
at its next meeting. 
   Council members also 
heard that park bathrooms 
are being repaired at a cost 
of $691 due to frozen 
pipes, a sinkhole is being 
repaired and quotes are 
being sought for the re-
paving of an alley and the 
East Jefferson Street cul-
vert as well as for spray-
patching in the Winslow 
shed area. 
   The council also ap-

proved the $38,060 pur-
chase of skid-steer equip-
ment. 
   Christine Winscott will 
replace Barb Cantwell as 
city clerk starting next 
week, assuming she ac-
cepts the position with 
amended terms the coun-
cil made after her initial 
interview. Currently, the 
hourly wage for the posi-
tion is $20 per hour, but 
the council was uncom-
fortable with offering her 
the same wage.  
   After a lengthy discus-
sion, the council decided 
to offer $18 per hour for 
the first three months of 
her employment, after 
which she would be given 
a wage of $20 per hour.

Continued from Page 1

miscellaneous needs. 
   • Appropriating $125,000 
from the county’s General 
Fund to pay for Giffin’s 
salary from Dec. 1, 2023, 
to Dec. 20, 2024. Of that 
total, $60,000 will be trans-
ferred back to the county 
from Federal Surface 

Transportation funds. The 
county will also pay $5,000 
for Giffin’s expenses in that 
timeframe. 
   • Appropriation of 
$293,025.84 in MFT funds 
for the replacement of the 
Colgan Bridge on North 
Valley Road over Camp 
Run Creek. That bridge 
project has already been 
completed. And as part of 
an amended resolution, due 
to higher bid prices, the 
county’s local match for 
the project was increased to 
$279,252.60 
   • Appropriating $315,000 
in MFT funds for repairs to 
Castleton Road. One mile 
will receive double chip 
and sealcoat, according to 
Giffin, while the rest of the 
road will receive a single 
coat. 
   Giffin said he expects to 

open bids in one month for 
the aggregate and sealcoat 
for the project. He said 
work should start in Sep-
tember, though sealcoating 
could be delayed until next 
year depending on the tim-
ing and conditions. 
   Board members also dis-
cussed a recent open house 
held by Apex Clean 
Energy, which is exploring 
the feasibility of a wind-
energy project in Stark and 
Peoria counties. Board 
members Joe Orwig and  
Robin Nowlan attended the 
meeting. 
   The Goldrush Apple 
Wind project could include 
up to 60-65 wind towers 
with two-thirds of those in 
southern Stark County, ac-
cording to Orwig. He said 
the project will feature 
600-foot towers.  

   According to the Gold-
rush Apple website, land-
owners who participate in 
the project receive annual 
payments for 30 years.  
   In its latest newsletter, 
Apex said it has surpassed 
50,000 acres signed up for 
the project. Peoria County 
will be the first phase and 
is expected to be opera-
tional in 2028. Stark 
County is the second phase 
and is projected to be oper-
ational by 2029. 
   The Stark County Zoning 
Board of Appeals was to 
hear requests for special 
use permits on July 8, but 
that meeting was cancelled 
due to the lack of a quo-
rum. The permits, which 
pertain to erecting meteoro-
logical towers to gauge 
wind speeds, will be re-
scheduled for August.

Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic Citations & 
Ordinance Violations  
   6-28 - Erika M. Bailey, 20, Camp 
Grove, cited for driving on a suspended 
registration and possession of adult use 
cannabis in a vehicle.  
   6-29 - Lacey D. Hall, 35, Galva, cited 
for driving with a defective windshield. 
   6-29 - Dale E. Livingston, 54, Kewa-
nee, cited for driving a vehicle on a sus-
pended registration.  
   7-1 - Neal R. Shryock, 53, Wyoming, 
cited for driving on expired and sus-
pended registration. 
   7-5 - Joshua R. Petty, 44, Toulon, 
cited for driving with no front registra-
tion plate and no insurance.  
   7-5 - Jose J. Ramos, 28, Wyoming, 
cited for speeding 72 mph in a 55 zone. 
Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   6-24 - A traffic stop netted tickets for 
two individuals including driver Chris-
topher R. Campen, 44, Peoria, cited for 
speeding 72 mph in a 55 zone, driving 
with revoked license and operating an 
uninsured vehicle.  
   Passenger Todd Stenger, 41, of Peo-
ria, cited for illegal transportation of al-
cohol and charged with possession of 
methamphetamine less than 5 grams 
and possession of a controlled sub-
stance, with intent to deliver. Stenger 
was also wanted on a Peoria County 
warrant for possession of dangerous 
drugs and meth. He was extradited to 
the Peoria County Jail. 
   6-27 - A deer-related vehicle accident 
occurred on Route 91 north of Toulon. 
Driver David G. Cox, 86, of Wyoming 
reported no injuries but the 1981 Fiat 
convertible had estimated damages 
over $1,500.  
   6-30 - A deer-related vehicle accident 
occurred on 1120E north of 950N. 
Driver Jacob A. Steward, 19, of Brad-
ford reported no injuries, but estimated 
damages to the 2008 GMC Sierra 2500 
were over $1,500.   
   6-30 - A single-vehicle accident oc-
curred on Route 78 north of West Jer-
sey. Driver Donovan A. Fluty, 24, 
Bloomington cited for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident, driving 
without a front registration plate and 
improper lane usage.  
   7-1 - A possible break-in was reported 
by Jerry Stapel Jr., of Toulon, to his 
property at 200 W. Main St. in Toulon. 
Items were reported missing. 
   7-2 - A single-vehicle accident oc-
curred on Route 40, where a 2010 Mit-
subishi drove off the road into a corn 
field. The driver was Derek R. Johnson, 
36, of Kewanee.   
   7-3 - Janice A. Neff, Bradford, re-
ported criminal damage to property 
after an unknown vehicle driver drove 
into her mailbox and destroyed it. 
   7-5 - Robert C. Boatman Jr., Toulon, 
reported his camper was found open 
and his silver 2006 Yamaha 650 motor-
cycle was stolen.  
   7-6 - A traffic stop on Illinois Route 
78 in LaFayette netted two arrests. 
Driver Andrew K. Hulslander, 38, 
Galva, cited for driving without vehicle 
insurance and while his license was 
suspended. He was also wanted on a 

Peoria County warrant and extradited to 
Peoria County Jail. Passenger Steven 
W. Lambert, 45, Kewanee, was charged 
with possession of adult-use cannabis in 
a vehicle and possession of a controlled 
substance, less than 15 grams. 

 Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   6-24 - along with the fire department 
and Stark County Medic to the 1100 
block of N. Center Ave. for a high-pres-
sure gas line that had been struck and 
was leaking. Ameren was contacted for 
repairs.   
   6-24 - to the 200 block of SE 3rd Ave. 
for a traffic complaint involving a juve-
nile driving a lawn mower.  
   6-24 - to the 500 block of SW 3rd 
Ave. for a subject threatening family 
members with a knife. As the result, 
Brandon Swank, 28, Galva, was ar-
rested for aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon.  
   6-25 - along with the fire department 
and Stark County Medic, to a residence 
on SE 8th Ave,for a possible suicide at-
tempt after a gas stove was left on, the 
thermostat was turned up and the res-
ident was unresponsive. Subject was 
transported for evaluation/treatment.  
   6-25 - to the 400 block of NW 1st St. 
for a utility wire complaint. Two phone 
lines were pulled down by a vehicle. 
Frontier was notified.  
   6-25 - to the 100 block of NW 7th 
Ave. for a disorderly conduct com-
plaint.  
   6-25 - to the 300 block of NW 3rd 
Ave. for a trespassing complaint.  
   6-28 - to the 100 block of Main St. for 
a physical domestic disturbance involv-
ing threats with a firearm. The suspect 
had left the scene prior to police arrival. 
A shotgun was removed.  
   6-30 - to the 300 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a battery complaint.   
   6-30 - to the Galva Police Department 
for a medical emergency. A child was 
transported by ambulance.  
   6-30 - Officer was dispatched to the 
intersection of SE 2nd St. and SE 1st 
Ave. for a two-vehicle accident with 
air-bag deployment.    
   7-2 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd St. 
for a subject having a mental-health cri-
sis.  
   7-2 - to the 500 block of SW 4th St. 
for a neglected-animal complaint.   
   7-2 - to a residence on SW 4th Street 
for a welfare check. The resident was 
deceased. Assistance provided by the 
Henry County Coroner and Illinois 
State Police.   
   7-2 - to a traffic complaint involving 
three juveniles riding off-highway mo-
torbikes on the roadway in the 600 
block of NE 4th St. Subjects were lo-
cated, spoken to, warned and advised to 
push the minibikes back home.   
   7-3 - Brandon Rebout, 41, Galesburg, 
cited for expired registration in the 
1200 block of SE 2nd St.  
   7-3 - After a traffic stop in the 100 
block of SW 2nd Ave., Michael Seale, 
40, Kewanee, was arrested for not hav-
ing a valid driver’s license.  
   7-4 - to the 800 block of NE 2nd 
Street for an illegal fireworks com-
plaint. As the result, Kevin Hampton, 
47, of Rantoul was issued an adminis-

trative warning ticket and his remaining 
fireworks were confiscated.  
   7-4 - to the 400 block of SE 2nd 
St.for an illegal fireworks complaint.   
   7-4 - to the 300 block of SE 6th St. 
for illegal fireworks complaint.   
   7-5 - to a residence in Galva for a 
subject threatening suicide while lives-
treaming on social media. Officers 
could not find the subject and referred it 
to Kewanee police, who located the 
subject, who was taken to the hospital 
for treatment.  
   7-5 - Officer notified about a stop 
sign destroyed at the Route 34/Route 17 
junction west of town. The Illinois De-
partment of Transportation was notified 
and a temporary sign was placed there.  
   7-5 - to the 200 block of NE 8th Ave. 
for illegal fireworks complaint.   
   7-6 - to the 100 block of SW 7th St. 
for a city ordinance violation for long 
grass and weeds. The resident was 
given time to correct the issue.   
   7-7 - to the 600 block of NW 7th St. 
for a subject having a mental-health cri-
sis.  

Property Transfers 
   6-24 - Thomas M. Nelson to Thomas 
Family Farm LLLP - Pt Sect. 3-13-5 SE 
NW, 10-13-5 NE, 10-13-5 SE, 14-13-5 
NW, 14-13-5 SW - 4066 Township Rd. 
975 N Toulon, IL 9311 Township Rd. 
450 E. Toulon, IL - Consideration = $0. 
   6-24 - Jessica E. and Dale Wesley 
Schott to Joy and Malcom Warren Hen-
derson - Pt Block 15 Lot 2 Stickney’s 
Sub - Henderson & Whitaker’s add’n, 
Stickney’s Sub of Lot Assr’s SW1/4 19-
13-6 - 405 N. Washington St., Toulon - 
Consideration = $172,000. 
   6-25 - John Disharoon to Kristen 
Laureano - Gene Good Subdivision - Pt 
Block  Lot 2 -103 W Grove St., Wyo-
ming - Consideration = $95,000. 
   6-26 - Kenneth E. Dutton to Julie C. 
and Kenneth P. Morrissey - Pt 20-12-6 
SW - Consideration = $120,000. 
   6-27 - Michael Curran to Elmira 
Township - Pt 11-14-6 SW - Considera-
tion = $0. 
   7-1 - Faith Baptist Church of Toulon 
to City of Toulon - Block 26, Pt. 3 and 
4 - 310 E. Vine St., Toulon, IL Hender-
son and Whitaker's Add'n -  Considera-
tion = $0. 
   7-1 - Anna and Izzac M. Miller-
Schipper to Courtney and Ryan R. Da-
venport - Pt.Sect. - 24-13-5 SE - 507 W. 
Main St. Toulon, IL - Consideration = 
$75,000. 
   7-2 - Ann, Ryan Boarman to Janell 
M. Anderson, Trustee - Pt Sect. 30-13-6 
SW - 7010 Township Rd. 625 E. Tou-
lon - Consideration = $300,000. 
   7-3 - Karen L. Campbell to David P. 
and Pamela D. Milburn - Pt 21-14-6 
SW, Pt 20-14-6 SE  - Parson’s Sub of 
Clinton Fuller’s - 8020 and 7959 St. 
Rte. 93, Toulon, IL - Consideration = 
$7,000. 
   7-5 - Mary B. Groter to John and 
Rhonda Ratcliff - Block V - Giles C. 
Dana’s Addn - 209 N 7th St., Wyoming 
- Consideration = 0.
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GUEST VOICES

The Fourth of July that saved the nation
   As an end-of-the-road farm boy 
growing up deep in southern Illinois, 
the Fourth of July was more of a 
shadetree holiday from the alfalfa 
field than a noisy celebration of na-
tional independence. Besides, we 
were more partial to a local hero, 
Abraham Lincoln, than any frilly 
“Founding Father.” 
   That leaning was confirmed a half-
century later 
when, on July 4, 
2021, I came ac-
ross an essay by 
historian Ted Wid-
mer that examined 
Lincoln’s 1861 
Fourth of July, his 
first as president. 
In the essay, Wid-
mer explained 
how one of Lin-
coln’s first acts as president, a 6,200-
word letter to Congress calling it to 
Washington, D.C., for a special ses-
sion, set the stage for his future great-
ness. 
   The bold act, just four months after 
his March 4 swearing in, Widmer 
thinks, was Lincoln using “democ-
racy to save democracy ... by asking 
that the session ... meet on July 4” so 
it might link every American “to the 
Declaration of Independence, and the 
memory of a country that began in a 
most idealistic way.” 
   Lincoln needed to act boldly; six 
southern states had left the Union 
and four more were on the way. Also, 
Jefferson Davis, the “provisional” 
president of the fast-forming Confed-
eracy, had already been in office a 
month longer than Lincoln. 

   More to the point, Lincoln knew he 
was no Davis; his single, two-year 
term in Congress was no match for 
Davis’s sterling career: West Point 
graduate, an officer in the Mexican-
American War, a former U.S. sena-
tor, past secretary of war and former 
son-in-law of President Zachary Tay-
lor. 
   But, explains Widmer, Lincoln pos-
sessed something Davis didn’t – an 
“expansive understanding” of the 
Declaration of Independence. Lin-
coln believed that America’s “free-
doms belonged to all Americans, 
including immigrants” and, “in the 
fullness of time, he expected those 
freedoms to grow stronger, and reach 
other peoples, living in what he 
called ‘the vast future.’” 
   In other words, all Americans then 
and now or, as the historian simply 
notes, “us.”  
   All that served as a backdrop to the 
letter itself, a masterpiece in “the 
way a Fourth of July oration should'' 
be. Equally important, its principled 
arguments and classic Lincoln lyri-
cism hinted at the greatness yet to 
come in both his time in the White 
House and his historical timeless-
ness. 
   Lincoln, says Widmer, “argued that 
the war was ‘essentially a people’s 
contest,’ and reminded Americans 
that democracy required a fundamen-
tal trust in others to work.” 
   And in language as relevant for 
today’s red-and-blue politics as that 
of a nation about to tip into a blue-
and-gray Civil War, “If ‘discontented 
individuals’ attacked the government 
every time they lost an election, with 

false ‘sophisms’” – misleading argu-
ments – “and other ways of ‘drug-
ging the public mind,’ it would put an 
end to democracy everywhere.” 
   To ensure that all Americans north 
and south got his meaning, Lincoln 
added a punchline, “When ballots 
have been ‘fairly and constitutionally 
decided,’ there can be no appeal 
‘back to bullets.’” 
   The letter was a triumph. “As 
members of Congress listened,” 
writes Widmer, “they often broke 
into applause, stunned that their new 
president had found a language so 
compelling.” 
   Later that same day, after review-
ing Union troops on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Lincoln “hoisted a flag him-
self, to the top of a tall flagpole.” Af-
terwards, soldiers did the same and 
“the papers reported that the Declara-
tion was read over and over again, 
throughout the soldier camps.” 
   One Army regiment’s leader, ho-
wever, asked the new president to 
speak. Lincoln deferred, writes Wid-
mer, “...By saying that the dignity of 
his position required that he say noth-
ing at all for fear of misspeaking.” 
   But, reminds the historian, “He had 
already spoken volumes through his 
message to Congress, and his unwa-
vering belief in the Declaration. The 
real fighting had not started yet, but 
by winning the day, Lincoln began to 
win the war.” 
     © 2024 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents and 
contact info are at farmandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT
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Stark historical society 
holding photo contest 
   TOULON – The Stark County 
Historical Society is sponsoring an 
amateur photography contest. 
Prizes will be awarded for the best 
digital photograph submitted by 
persons in three age groups. 
   • 10 years and under, $25 
   • 11 to 18 years, $25 
   • Adults, $50. 
   Photographs are to be taken be-
tween July 12 and Aug. 15. All pho-
tos must be original work, taken by 
the entrants. Preference will be 
given to images taken in Stark 
County, particularly if linked to its 
history. 
   Digital images are to be submitted 
to the Stark County Illinois Histori-
cal Society Facebook page or to 
starkcountyilhistoricalsociety@gma
il.com with a limit of two photos 
per photographer. Entrants need to 
list their name and age group. 
   SCIHS Board members will nar-
row to 10 semifinal photos in each 

age group. These 10 photos selected 
for each age group will be posted 
on the SCIHS Facebook page. 
Prints of these photos will be dis-

played at the SCIHS Ag building 
beside a donation box. Visitors to 
the Historical Society Museum on 
Aug.17 and 24 can vote for their fa-
vorite photo(s) at $1 per vote. The 
most donations in each age group 
will determine which photographers 
receive the monetary prizes. 

Hunter safety class  
offered in Princeville 
   PRINCEVILLE – A free hunter-
safety class will be offered July 25-
26 at St. Mary of the Woods 
Catholic Church, 407 S. Walnut St.   
   The 10-hour class runs from 5-10 
p.m. both nights. Attendance both 
nights is required. 
   Participants should be 10 years 
old by Dec. 31. Parents are wel-
come to take the class with their 
child. Organizers will serve hot 
sandwiches, chips and drinks both 
nights. 
   To reserve a spot, call Mike Ald-
rich at (309) 229-4090.

BRIEFS

Deb Root of 504 SW 5th Ave. in Galva was 
chosen for the July Galva Property Pride 
Award. Deb and late husband Ron pur-
chased the home 43 years ago. A memorial 
garden is planted in the backyard for her 
son, who passed away in 2008. Photo by 
Carol Townsend. 

By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – When Illinois 
high school students sit down to take 
their annual state assessments next 
year, they will take a different exam 
than in recent years. The Illinois 
State Board of Education has an-
nounced that starting next spring, it 
will use the ACT exam rather than 
the SAT. 
   Both are standardized tests that 
measure students’ proficiency in core 
subjects such as English language 
arts and math. Both are also com-
monly used for college admissions – 
although many colleges and universi-
ties have stopped requiring them – as 
well as scholarship applications. 

   Illinois, however, also uses them as 
part of the battery of tests schools ad-
minister each year to meet federal 
mandates under the Every Student 
Succeeds Act. Results of those tests 
are reported each year on the Illinois 
Report Card and are used to hold 
schools and districts accountable for 
meeting basic academic standards. 
   Illinois started using the SAT with 
Essay as the state assessment for 
11th-grade students in spring 2017. 
Two years later, it began using the 
PSAT 8/9 exam for 9th-grade stu-
dents and the PSAT 10 for high 
school sophomores. 
   At the time, according to ISBE, in-
corporating a college entrance exam 
into the state’s annual assessment 

program was considered a bonus be-
cause it gave nearly all graduating 
high schoolers a reportable score, 
paid for by the state, which could be 
used for college applications. In re-
cent years, though, many colleges 
and universities stopped requiring 
either the SAT or ACT as part of their 
admission processes.  
   A six-year, $53 million contract 
with ACT was finalized in May. 
   The ISBEsays one advantage of 
switching exams is the ACT includes 
a science component, whereas the 
SAT only covered the core subjects 
of reading, writing and math. That 
means 11th-grade students will no 
longer have to take a separate Illinois 
Science Assessment. 

Illinois switching to ACT exam for 2024-25
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Stark Co. board passes bridge plan
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – The Stark County Board of 
Supervisors passed an agreement to check 
for scour damage on local bridges at a spe-
cial meeting on June 26. 
   The board contracted with Hutchinson 
Engineering Inc. of Jacksonville for 
$50,000. The agreement must be approved 
by the regional engineer of the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation. 
   If approved by IDOT, then according to 
Thomas J. Winkelman, project manager 
for Hutchinson, nine bridges in Stark 
County will be inspected initially for 
scouring. 
   “Scouring is where there’s evidence that 
dirt has been moved away from a bridge’s 
structure and pilings,” Winkelman said. 

   As part of a scour plan, a consulting firm 
– in this case, Hutchinson – inspects a 
bridge and compares it later to see if scour-
ing has occurred.   
   “If scouring occurs, then we (Hutchin-
son) will recommend Stark County hire at 
additional costs contractors to repair the 
damage to the bridges and provide a 
remedy to prevent further scouring,” Win-
kelman said.  
   The nine bridges slated for the scouring 
survey are: Township Road 99 over Indian 
Creek, Township Road 130 over East Fork 
Spoon River, Township Road 62 over Jack 
Creek, Township Road 135 and 151 over 
Camp Run, Township Road 128 over Mud 
Run and Township Road 10 over Walnut 
Creek at two locations. 
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LEGALS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF:  DUANE O. BELL,            
Deceased 
No. 2024PR64 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Duane O. Bell. Letters of Office were 
issued on June 13, 2024, to Steven 
D. Bell as Independent Executor 
whose attorneys are Barash & Ever-
ett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, Illi-
nois or with the representative, or 
both on or before December 13, 
2024. 
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and to the 
attorney within l0 days after it has 
been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn more and to se-
lect a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-fil-
ing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gove 
/FAQ/gethelp.asp. Or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s office. 
 
Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executor                         
P.O. Box 165                  
Galva, IL  61434                          
(309) 932-2001             
everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published  6/21, 6/28, 7/12/24 

• • •    
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF: DIXIE M. KING,  
Deceased 
No. 2024PR8 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Dixie M. King. Letters of Office were 
issued on June 14, 2024, to Jeffrey 
D. King as Independent Executor 
whose attorneys are Barash & Ever-
ett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Stark County, Toulon, Illinois 
or with the representative, or both 
on or before December 14, 2024.                  
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and to the 
attorney within l0 days after it has 
been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn more and to se-
lect a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-fil-
ing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/ge-
thelp.asp. Or talk with your local cir-
cuit clerk’s office. 
 
Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executor                         
P.O. Box 165                  
Galva, IL  61434                          
(309) 932-2001    
everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 6/21, 6/28, 7/12/24 

• • •    
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF  DEBRA SUE  
CATALANO-HALL, 
Deceased. 
No. 2024PR10 

NOTICE TO HEIRS AND  
LEGATEES AND CLAIM NOTICE 

To:  Aaron R. Wiese and any UN-
KNOWN HEIRS 
    Notice is given of the death of 
Debra Sue Catalano-Hall.  

    Notice is given to Aaron R. Wiese 
and any unknown persons, who are 
heirs in the above proceeding to 
open an estate and whose name or 
address is not stated in the petition 
to open an estate and that an order 
was entered by the court on June 
21, 2024, opening the estate.   
    Letters of Office were issued on 
June 21, 2024 to Tammi Lynn 
Wiese as Independent Representa-
tive whose attorney is Barash & Ev-
erett, LLC, P.C., PO Box 165, Galva, 
IL 61434.  
    Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Court Stark County, Toulon, Illinois 
61483 or with the representative, or 
both on or before December 21, 
2024.  Any claim not filed by that 
date is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representatives 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.  
    E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ 
service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  http://www.illi-
noiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, or 
talk with your local circuit clerk’s of-
fice.  

Filings are to be made with:  
Stark County Circuit Clerk 

Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois 
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor 
PO Box 165 
Galva, IL 61434 
Telephone: 309/932-2001 
Facsimile: 309/932-3151 
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 6/28, 7/12, 7/19/24 

• • •    
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF RONALD E. DORAN,  
Deceased 
No. 2024PR69 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Ronald E. Doran. Letters of Office 
were issued on June 20, 2024, to 
William Stewart as Independent Ex-
ecutor whose attorneys are Barash 
& Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before 
December 30, 2024. Any claim not 
filed by that date is barred. Copies of 
a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.  E-filing 
is now mandatory for documents in 
civil cases with limited exemptions. 
To e-file, you must first create an ac-
count with an e-filing service pro-
vider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ 
service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  http://www.illi-
noiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, or 
talk with your local circuit clerk’s of-
fice.  
 
Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executor     
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 6/28, 7/12, 7/19/24 

• • •    
ORDINANCE 24-3 

ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRI-
ATION ORDINANCE FOR THE FIS-
CAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST 
DAY OF JULY, 2024 AND ENDING 
THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE, 2025 
   WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees 
of the Toulon Public Library District, 
of the Counties of Stark and Knox, 
State of Illinois, has prepared or 
caused to be prepared a tentative 

form of the Annual Budget and Ap-
propriation for said Public Library 
District for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2024 and ending June 30, 
2025 and the same has been conve-
niently available for public inspec-
tion for at least thirty (30) days prior 
to final action thereon; and 
   WHEREAS, a public hearing was 
held as to such Annual Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance on July 8, 
2024, notice of which was given at 
least thirty (30) days prior thereto by 
publishing notice thereof in the 
PRAIRIE NEWS, a newspaper of 
general circulation in the Toulon 
Public Library District; and 
   WHEREAS, all other legal require-
ments have been duly complied with 
by the Board of Trustees of the Tou-
lon Public Library District; 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT OR-
DAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOU-
LON PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT, 
IN THE COUNTIES OF STARK AND 
KNOX, STATE OF ILLINOIS, AS FOL-
LOWS: 
   Section 1:  That the following 
sums, or so much thereof as by law 
may be authorized, be and the same 
are hereby budgeted, set aside and 
appropriated for the specified Li-
brary Purposes for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2024 and ending 
June 30, 2025; and the objects and 
purposes for which said appropria-
tions are made, and the amounts 
thereby appropriated for such pur-
poses are as follows; to wit: 

FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES:  
 [75 ILCS 16/35-5]: 

1. For salaries             $180,000.00 
2. For library materials                       
                                   $ 25,000.00 
3. For computers/equipment/furni-
ture                              $15,000.00 
4. For office/library expenses             
                                   $10,000.00 
5. For postage             $1,000.00 
6. For utilities/maintenance                
                                   $15,000.00 
7. For programming/training             
                                   $15,000.00 
8. For legal fe              $2,000.00 
9. Contingency            $5,000.00 
10. Misc. Expenses    $5,000.00 
TOTAL                        $273,000.00 

FOR SOCIAL SECURITY  
FUND PURPOSES:   

[40 ILCS 5/21-110; 21-110.1]: 
1.  Social Security Taxes                    
                                   $15,000.00 
TOTAL                         $15,000.00 
FOR ILL. MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT 
FUND:  [40 ILCS 5/7-105; 7-771]: 

1.  Illinois Municipal Retirement 
Fund                            $15,000.00 
TOTAL                         $15,000.00 
FOR AUDIT PURPOSES:  [75 ILCS 

16/30-45 AND 50 ILCS 310/9]: 
1.  Contractual Services-Audit           
                                   $4,000.00 
TOTAL                         $4,000.00 

FROM LIABILITY, WORKERS’  
COMPENSATION AND  

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE:   
[745 ILCS 10/9-107]: 

1. Insurance                $12,000.00 
2. Treasurer's Bond    $1,000.00 
3. Contractual Fees and Legal Fees    
                                   $2,500.00 
4. Workers’ Compensation  
Insurance                    $3,000.00 
5. Risk Management/Loss Control    
                                   $50,000.00 
6. Unemployment Insurance              
                                   $1,500.00       
    TOTAL                    $ 70,000.00 

FOR BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
FUND:  [75 ILCS 16/35-5]: 

1. Building/Equipment Repair and 
Maintenance Costs     $16,000.00 
2.  Contingency           $2,000.00 
TOTAL                         $18,000.00 
FOR SPECIAL RESERVE FUND:  75 

ILCS 16/40-50: 
1.  Building Fund         $24,500.00 
 
2.  Contingency           $500.00 
TOTAL                         $25,000.00 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF A WORKING 
CASH FUND:  [75 ILCS 16/35-35]: 

1.  For Working Cash  
Fund                            $9,889.84 
TOTAL                         $9,889.84 
   Section 2:  Appropriated for the 
foregoing expenses from the follow-
ing estimate of revenues, by source, 
anticipated to be received by the Li-
brary District in the fiscal year: 
   Projected cash on  
hand July 1, 2024       $10,000.00 
From the Special  
Reserve Fund              $25,000.00 
From the Working  
Cash Fund                   $9,889.84 
Miscellaneous gifts  
and donations             $18,500.00 
Income of interest       $5,000.00 
Special purpose grants 
 - Per Capita                $10,000.00 
Photocopy, cards, fax,  
and miscellaneous      $15,000.00 
Corporate Personal Property  
Replacement Tax        $1,500.00 
Tax for General Corporate Library 
purposes                     $222,000.00 
Tax for Social  
Security purposes       $14,250.00 
Tax for Ill. Municipal Retirement 
Fund                            $14,250.00 
Tax for Audit  
purposes                     $3,000.00 
Tax for Liability  
and Insurance             $65,000.00 
Tax for Maintenance purposes          
                                   $16,500.00 
Expected cash on hand  
June 30, 2025             $0                    
   Section 3:  Any unexpended bal-
ances in the General Library Fund, 
and Maintenance Fund appropria-
tions will be deposited into the Spe-
cial Reserve Fund pursuant to a plan 
in accordance with Article 40 of 
Chapter 75, Illinois Compiled Stat-
utes. 
   Section 4:  The Secretary of the 
Toulon Public Library District is 
hereby authorized and directed to 
have this Ordinance published at 
least once in a newspaper of general 
circulation within this library district. 
   Section 5:  This Ordinance shall be 
in full force and effect from and after 
its passage, approval and publica-
tion as provided by law. 
   Passed by the Board of Trustees 
of the Toulon Public Library District 
and approved by the President this 
8th day of July, 2024. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF TOULON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 
By: Cheryl Hurst, Its President 

ATTEST: Roberta Cinnamon,  
Secretary 

STATE OF ILLINOIS  
SS. 
COUNTY OF STAR 
CERTIFICATE 
    I, Roberta Cinnamon, do hereby 
certify that I am the duly appointed, 
qualified and now acting Secretary 
of the Toulon Public Library District 
in the County of Stark and State of 
Illinois; that attached hereto is a true 
and correct copy of the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance 
No. 24-3 for the fiscal year July 1, 
2024 to June 30, 2025 
    I further certify that the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance 
was duly passed by the Board of 
Trustees of said Library District at a 
meeting thereof held on the 8th day 
of July, 2024; that said Ordinance 
was duly passed by yea and nay 
vote thereon with at least a majority 
of all the Board of Trustees having 
voted yea on the adoption and pas-
sage thereof and approved in accor-

dance with the laws of the State of 
Illinois pursuant to the notice and 
publication thereof as required by 
law. 
    I further certify that said Annual 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance 
contains an estimate of revenues, by 
sources, anticipated to be received 
by the Toulon Public Library District 
in the fiscal year. 
    IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
signed my name in my official ca-
pacity as the Secretary of the Board 
of Trustees of the Toulon Public Li-
brary District, at Toulon, Illinois this 
8th day of July, 2024. 
                            Roberta Cinnamon 

Secretary, Toulon Public Library 
District 

Published 7/12/24 
• • •    

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF: DONALD A. STEVENS,  
No.  2024PR71 
Deceased 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Donald A. Stevens. Letters of Office 
were issued on June 25, 2024, to 
Tammy Brody as Independent Ex-
ecutor whose attorneys are Barash 
& Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, Illi-
nois or with the representative, or 
both on or before December 26, 
2024.  
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and to the 
attorney within l0 days after it has 
been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
provider. Visit 
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn more and to se-
lect a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-fil-
ing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gove/ 
FAQ/gethelp.asp. Or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s office. 
 
Barash & Everett, LLC   

Attorney for Executor                         
P.O. Box 165                  
Galva, IL  61434                          
(309) 932-2001    
everettr@barashlaw.com  
Published 7/12, 7/19, 7/26/24 

• • •    
PUBLIC NOTICE OF ORDINANCE 

NO. 24 - BM 
AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND AS-
SESS A TAX FOR WYOMING PUB-
LIC LIBRARY DISTRICT OF THE 
COUNTY OF STARK, STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BE-
GINNING JULY 1, 2024 AND 
ENDING JUNE 30, 2025 
   BE IT ORDAINED, that the Wyo-
ming Public Library District of the 
County of Stark, State of Illinois, 
shall levy a tax of .02 percent of the 
value of all taxable property within 
said District, for building and main-
tenance purpose, subject to the right 
of the electors in said District to pe-
tition and require an election con-
cerning the imposition of such 
additional tax, pursuant to 75 ILCS 
16/35-5. 
   BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that 
within fifteen (15) days from the 
date of adoption of the resolution, it 
shall be published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the Wyoming 
Public Library District. 
   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have 
hereunder set our hands in Wyo-
ming, Illinois this 2nd day of July, 
2024 to be effective immediately 
upon posting. 
   1. The specific number of voters 
required to sign a petition request-
ing that the question of adoption of 
the ordinance be submitted to the 
electors of the District is 138.   
   2. The petition must be filed on or 
before August 8, 2024. 
   3. The referendum would be held 
April 1, 2025. 
Maureen Nusz 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
of the Wyoming Public Library Dis-
trict 
c/o Wyoming Public Library District 
119 North Seventh Street 
Wyoming, IL  61491 
Published 7/12/24 

• • •   

CLAIM NOTICE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS, STARK COUNTY 
In Re ESTATE OF  
LAURA C. ENGLAND,                                             CC 2024PR9 
Deceased.                                
   NOTICE is given to creditors of the death of LAURA C. ENGLAND, on 
October 21, 2023.  Letters of Office were issued by the above entitled 
Court to JOHN R. ENGLAND, of 221 East South Street, Toulon, Illinois 
61483, and MARLENE L. HAMMERICH, of 17360 Township Road 500N, 
Wyoming, Illinois 61491, as Executors, whose attor neys of record are 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD., 118 West Main Street, P. O. Box 368, Elm-
wood, Illinois, 61529-0368.  Claims against the Estate may be filed in the 
Circuit Clerk's Of fice, Stark County Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois, or with 
the repre senta tives or both on or before the 17th day of January, 2025 or 
if maili ng or delivery of a Notice from the representatives is required by 
Sec. 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in that Notice.  Every 
claim filed must be in writing and state sufficient information to notify the 
representative of the nature of the claim or other relief sought.  Any claim 
not filed on or before that date is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered by the claim ant to the representatives 
and to the attorney within ten (10) days after it has been filed and the 
claimant shall file with the Court, proof of any required mailing or delivery 
of copies. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited ex-
emptions.  To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing serv-
ice provider.  Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to 
learn more and to select a service provider.  If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
   DATED this 7th day of June, 2024.  
                                      JOHN R. ENGLAND and MARLENE L.  
                                      HAMMERICH, Executors of the Estate of  
                                      LAURA C. ENGLAND, Deceased. 
ASHLEE E. STABLER, Esq. 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD. 
Attorneys for Executors 
118 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 368 
Elmwood, IL  61529-0368 
Telephone: (309) 742-3611 
ashlee@whitneyandpotts.com 
Published 7/12, 7/19, 7/26/24 
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OBITUARIES
Alan P. Dremann 

   EDELSTEIN – Alan Paul Dre-
mann, 66, of Edelstein, Ill., passed 
away on June 27, 2024, surrounded 
by his family after a long battle 
with prostate cancer. 
   Alan was born to Lois and Ivan 
Dremann on 
Aug, 12, 1957, in 
Princeton. While 
he was both ath-
letically and aca-
demically gifted, 
his sense of work 
ethic was estab-
lished at home on 
the farm where 
he helped his father. His academic 
pursuits took him to Bradley Uni-
versity where he achieved his bach-
elor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering, which was the catalyst 
for his 39-year career at Caterpillar 
Inc.  
   He demonstrated consistent excel-
lence in his career and was an ever-
present loving husband and father. 
He and his wife, Joyce, spent their 
years in partnership; building a 
home and home-educating all four 
of their children, but most impor-
tantly, as a team, worshiping God in 
the everyday. 
   Alan is survived by his wife, 
Joyce; their four children Rachel 
(Bradley) Schmoyer, David 
(Angela) Dremann, Hannah (Dan-
iel) Watson and Sarah (Benjamin) 
Swenor; and nine grandchildren. 
   Alan is also survived by his 
father, Ivan Dremann, though he 
was preceded by his mother, Lois. 
He is also survived by his siblings 
Nancy Leichty, Herb Dremann, 
Mary King and Janet Farra along 
with their families. 
   Alan’s love of Christ his Savior 
came first, followed by his persist-
ent and sacrificial love of his 

family. He was characterized by a 
love of dry and absurd humor 
which enlivened many dinners at 
home and get-togethers with 
friends. His perseverance and stead-
fastness was inexhaustible whether 
at work, at home, or most impor-
tant, in his faith. His ability to hold 
firm to truth was a gift that 
strengthened those around him. His 
joy in life and wisdom was shared 
by all he knew. The lack of his 
earthly presence will be a chasm in 
our lives, but our joy and hope is in 
the promise of life eternal though 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Oh, what a 
Love the Father has for us. 
 Alan’s family was to be present at 
Bethany Baptist Church for a visita-
tion on Friday, July 5th from 4-7 
p.m. and again on July 6th from 10-
11 a.m. with a funeral service to 
follow at 11 a.m.. Burial was to be 
at Blue Ridge Cemetery.  
  Arrangements are under the care 
and direction of Davison-Fulton 
Woolsey-Wilton Funeral Home in 
Peoria. 
   Condolences and memories may 
be shared through Woolsey-Wil-
ton.com. 

Marita L. Irvine 
   TALLAHASEE, Fla. – Marita 
Lynn (Chris-
tiansen) Irvine, 
71, of Tallahas-
see, Fla., 
formerly of 
Galva, Ill., 
passed away 
peacefully, sur-
rounded by the 
love of her 
family, on May 28, 2024.  
   Marita was born in Shelbyville, 
Ill., on Feb, 10, 1953, to Marjorie 
Christiansen (Swim) and Marvin L. 
Christiansen. Marita met the love of 
her life and soul mate, David Wil-

liam Irvine in 1974, and they eloped 
on March 14, 1982, in Dallas, 
Texas.   
   Marita was an over-the-road truck 
driver with her husband for 35 
years, retiring in 2009. She loved to 
cook and if you left her table hun-
gry, it was your own fault. She 
loved exploring new restaurants, 
playing Yahtzee, and listening to 
“Cops” on the television. Above all 
else, she loved her family fiercely.  
   Marita is survived by her daugh-
ter, Anita Shae Porter, Tallahassee, 
Fla.; her “fluffy butt grandkids” 
Nova, Ox and Ravioli; three sisters, 
Joanne Glover of Phoenix, Ariz., 
Dorothy Stark of Davenport, Iowa, 
and Cheryl Godsey of East Moline, 
Ill.; her sister-in-law, Nancy (Poole) 
Roberts of Batesville, Ark.,  her 
“daughters-in-love”, Cyndi McCoy 
of Galva; Jaymie Sanders of Daven-
port, Iowa, Sally Decrane of Kewa-
nee, Rita Edelman of Lincon, Ill., 
and Denise Johnson of Zephyr 
Hills; and “son-in-love” Thomas 
(Angela) Leece of Ocala,  both of 
Florida; her grandchildren, Andrea 
C. Irvine, Danial J. Porter, Robert 
Aaron Irvine Slavish (Jaimie), Jon-
tavius Johnson, Megan L. (Gatling) 
Schreiber, Jessica Pitman, Brittany 
McNaught, Jaymie Slavish, Randi 
(Jake) Davis, Trai Anderson, Tabi-
tha Davis, Robbie Anne Slavish, 
Belahna Slavish, Zohee Slavish, 
Alyssa Shadden, Gage Shadden, 
James (Beck) Frederick, Nelson 
Carlson; several great-grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews and extended 
family. 
   Marita was welcomed into heaven 
by her husband (who was probably 
waiting for her in a semi, with a big 
smile on his face), her parents, 16 
brothers and sisters and her best 
friend, Myrabeth “Mickey” Rapp. 
   The family would like to extend a 

  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
Galva Congregational Church 

 Pastor Marshall Jones 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 
Wyoming Nazarene Church 

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

Holy Trinity Polish National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m.,   Sun. at 9 a.m.,   Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

 Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 

newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 

 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

FOR RENT 
• WYOMING: Large 2 bedroom 
duplex apartment, attached ga-
rage. Washer/dryer and kitchen 
appliances furnished. Call 309-
695-4331. 

SERVICES 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. Call 
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 

certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 
and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364. 

• BAYSINGER’S ANTIQUES: Al-
ways wanting to buy older wood 
furniture, any condition. Check out 

Baysinger’s Antiques on Facebook.  
1135 Railroad Ave., Rt 34 in Ke-
wanee. (309) 883-0164.

CLASSIFIEDS

Dremann

Irvine
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heartfelt thank you to Melissa 
Shrewsberry for helping take care 
of her for the past six months and 
loving her like she was her own; 
Marion County Hospice for giving 
her dignity, peace and comfort dur-
ing her final days; and her Ret’d 
neighbors, Roxy and Laz, who 
promptly ran to her rescue if she 
“took a trip” or needed help remov-
ing a turtle from the kitchen floor 
that Nova had so proudly gifted her.  
   Funeral services were July 10, 
2024, at Rux Funeral Home in 
Galva. Marita will be laid to rest at 
the Galva Cemetery, next to her 
husband. 

Jacob E. Rewerts 
   WYOMING – Jacob E. Rewerts, 
44, of Wyoming, passed away at 
7:59 p.m. Thursday, June 27, 2024, 
at his home. Born in Peoria, on Oct. 
31, 1979, he was the son of Myron 
A. and Vicki L. (Beck) Rewerts.  
   Surviving Jake are his brother, 
Chris (Lacey) Rewerts of Wash-
burn; three nephews, Riley, Reid 
and Westin; and aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, other relatives and friends.  
   He was preceded in death by his 

parents. 
   Jake was employed at Nutrien in 
Princeville for 25 years and finished 
his career farming. He enjoyed 
hosting other farmers for coffee in 
the mornings, an-
tique farm equip-
ment and was an 
avid Chicago 
Cubs fan. He will 
be missed by his 
lunch and dinner 
friends at Curry’s 
and Catalpa 
Grove.  
   Funeral service 
was July 2, 2024, at Haskell Fu-
neral and Cremation Services in 
Wyoming. Rev. Rebecca Klemm of-
ficiated. Burial was at Pleasant Val-
ley Cemetery.  
   Memorial contributions can be 
made to the Wyoming Fire Depart-
ment.  
  Condolences for Jake’s family 
may be left on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Donald E. Bantz 
   TOULON – Donald E. “Don” 
Bantz, 75, of Toulon, died June 24, 

2024, at OSF Saint Mary Medical 
Center in Galesburg. He was born 
March 27, 1949, in Elmore, the son 
of Maurice E. “Buster” and Shirley 
J. (Lumberry) Bantz. He married 
Barbara Graves on April 7, 1973. 
She preceded him in death.  
   Survivors include his son Michael 
(Megan) Bantz of Forsyth; daugh-
ter, Donna Bantz of Toulon; four 
brothers, John (Jennifer) Bantz of 
Williamsfield, Harley Bantz and 
Dennis (Gina) Bantz, both of 
Happy Hollow, and Larry Bantz of 
Fairview; and nine grandchildren, 
Chance and Chloe Deilkes, Kayden, 
Maci, Piper and Easton Bantz, Isa-
belle and Owen Thompson and El-
layna Orwig..  
   Don worked as a power shovel 
operator for the State of Illinois De-
partment of Transportation from 
1969-2000 and for West Jersey Ex-
press from 2002 until June of 2022.  
   Funeral services were July 3.

OBITUARIES

Rewerts
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