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Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker has been putting stress on his wrist in 
the past week, signing more than 50 bills into law.

By HANNAH MEISEL and 
JERRY NOWICKI 

Capitol News Illinois 
   The formal repeal of a 1% tax on gro-
ceries is among the bills signed into law 
by Gov. JB Pritzker in the past week. 
   As part of state budget negotiations 
this year, lawmakers approved a plan to 
eliminate the statewide 1% grocery tax 
beginning in 2026. Prtizer signed that 
provision into law on Monday. 
   Revenue from the state grocery tax 
goes to municipal governments, rather 
than state coffers. To make up for those 

lost revenues, the law allows counties 
and municipalities to levy their own 1% 
grocery taxes by passing an ordinance 
rather than needing a referendum. 
   It also gives non-home rule munici-
palities the authority to impose sales 
taxes up to 1% without a referendum. 
   • Grocery tax – Illinois’ first-in-the-na-
tion law that allows residents to sue 
companies over the improper collection 
of their biometric information will be 
slightly less punitive after Pritzker 
signed a new law late last week. 
   Lawmakers this spring amended the 

Biometric Information Privacy Act in 
response to an Illinois Supreme Court 
ruling last year that suggested law-
makers clarify the law. That ruling 
found fast food chain White Castle vio-
lated BIPA each time employees 
scanned their fingerprints in the course 
of performing their jobs, as the com-
pany never obtained employees’ per-
mission to collect their fingerprints. 
   But under Senate Bill 2979, employ-
ees or customers whose fingerprints, 
retinal scans, voice samples or other 

End of grocery tax among Pritzker bill signings

 OLD SETTLERS 2024

Pictured above is the Toulon-LaFayette High School Class of 1974 float at Toulon’s Old Settlers parade on Saturday. The class cele-
brated its 50th reunion. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

Continued on Page 2

Seeking grant 
Wyoming will pursue OSLAD funding
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   WYOMING – If all 
goes well, Thomas Park 
could see substantial im-
provements in the next 
few years. 
   The Wyoming City 
Council held a special 
meeting Aug. 6 to gather 
input regarding an Open 
Space Land Acquisition 
and Development Grant 
from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sources. 
   Several Wyoming res-
idents attended the meet-
ing to provide input on 
how a grant could be uti-
lized. Ideas included a 
pollinator garden, a water 
bottle “filling” station op-
posed to a drinking foun-
tain, ADA compliant 
playground equipment 
and trees for shade. 
   Thomas Park could also 
be improved with a me-

morial to veterans, a 
splash pad, a pickleball 
court, new restrooms and 
sidewalks that are Ameri-
can Disability Act compli-
ant that would surround 
the park. 
   OSLAD grants are non-
matching, so Wyoming 
would not have to pay 
anything. Each grant can 
only be used for improve-
ments and upgrades in a 
single park. The council 
has chosen Thomas Park. 
A grant can be from 
$600,000 to $1 million, 
depending upon a grant 
writers’ narrative.  
   But the city could apply 
every year. Moving for-
ward, Wyoming’s North-
east Park could receive 
lights for the ball dia-
mond, playground equip-
ment with shade and 
sidewalks/concrete pads 
from baseball dugout to 
dugout.  

Pictured above (left to right) are Toulon’s OSA pageant queens: Junior 
Miss Lexie Rowe, Miss Teen OSA Mia Hamilton, Co-Director Dayton Mau-
bach, Little Miss Payton Newell, Co-Director Chelsea Sherbeyn and Mini 
Miss Addi Ince. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

Winners of the Old Settlers Kiddie Tractor Pull put on by the Toulon 
Lions Club last Friday show off their trophies. A total of 28 young-
sters and six adults participated. Continued on Page 2
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WYOMING: Wastewater projects OK’d
  Duryea Park could receive a new con-
cession stand, concrete from dugout to 
dugout and new playground equipment. 
   In other business, the council approved 
four expenditure resolutions. The first 
for $5,800 would provide materials and 
labor costs for the installation of two-
level sensors at the wastewater treatment 
plant for chlorine feeds and for an inlet-
screen level sensor. 

   The council also approved spending 
$2,300 to modify pump wires in three 
wastewater treatment plant locations and  
$3,800 to modify the wastewater treat-
ment plant transfer switch by installing 
electrical modifications.  
   Finally, resolution four was to accept 
for $2,500 a continued maintenance con-
tract with Service Flex. 
   The council then went into closed ses-
sion to discuss personnel issues. 

Continued from Page 1

BILLS: Local food grants permanent
unique biometric informa-
tion were collected by 
businesses without their 
permission can only claim 
one violation of BIPA in-
stead of hundreds.  
   Using the old method of 
accrual, White Castle’s at-
torneys estimated the com-
pany would be on the hook 
for up to $17 billion in 
penalties, as the law pro-
vides for $1,000 in dam-
ages for each “negligent” 
violation or $5,000 for 
each “reckless” or “inten-
tional” violation. White 
Castle earlier this year set-
tled the case for $9.4 mil-
lion. 
   Business groups, ho-
wever, argue that settle-
ment and others like it 
represent the obvious out-
come of the law unique to 
Illinois, which they argue 
has incentivized the crea-
tion of a cottage industry 
for ambitious attorneys. 
   Though technology took 
years to catch up with the 
law’s aims, thousands of 
lawsuits have been filed – 
especially since they began 

to take off around 2018. 
   • Developmental inspec-
tions – The Illinois Depart-
ment of Human Services 
Office of the Inspector 
General will be allowed to 
conduct unannounced site 
visits at state-run facilities 
serving individuals with 
developmental or mental 
disabilities. 
   Senate Bill 857, signed 
last Friday, gives the OIG 
authority to conduct site 
visits to all community 
agencies in the state. 
   • Insurance coverage – 
Senate Bill 773 requires 
state-regulated group 
health insurance policies 
that cover pregnancy to 
group health insurance to 
cover the diagnosis and 
treatment of infertility 
starting in 2026, including 
such options as in vitro fer-
tilization. The measure 
also requires those plans to 
cover annual menopause 
health visits for those age 
45 and older. 
   Senate Bill 2573 requires 
insurance plans to cover 
wigs for individuals who 
are losing their hair for 
medical reasons. 

   • Mindful classrooms – 
Senate Bill 2872 allows 
educators to provide stu-
dents with at least 20 mi-
nutes of relaxation 
activities, like yoga and 
meditation, each week. It 
would also allow them to 
partner with an outside in-
stitution for the activities. 
   • Food grants – A pilot 
program that has given 
nearly $2 million to local 
farms will become perma-
nent after Pritzker’s signa-
ture Friday on Senate Bill 
3077. It creates a special 
fund for the Department of 
Agriculture to administer 
the Local Food Infrastruc-
ture Grant Program. 
   Grants go to select small 
farms for things like food 
processing and cold stor-
age. Amounts could range 
from $1,000-$75,000 for 
individual projects and up 
to $250,000 for a collabo-
rative project. 
   • Garbage truck coverings 
– Garbage trucks that lose 
trash because they are not 
properly covered will be 
subject to fines starting 
next year.

Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC RECORD
Traffic Citations 
   8-3 - Melvin Johnson - Unlawful 
use of cannabis, expired registration 
and improper traffic lane usage. 
   8-5 - Ian W. Bliss - Unlawful use 
of cannabis and improper traffic 
lane usage. 

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   7-29 - Jordan P. Jones, 32, Wash-
ington, cited for improper lane 
usage and operating an uninsured 
vehicle. 
   7-29 - Rachael D. Haiduk, 21, 
Peyton, Colo., cited for speeding 71 
mph in a 55 zone.  
   7-30 - James S. Harlan, 47, Tou-
lon, was arrested and charged with 
domestic battery. He was later ex-
tradited to the Bureau County Jail. 
The following day he was released 
per the request of the Stark County 
States Attorney with a notice to ap-
pear in court.  
   8-1 - A dog-bite incident was re-
ported at the intersection of Elm 
and Seventh streets in Wyoming. A 
five-year-old Wyoming boy was in-
jured and bitten by a loose dog. The 
youngster was transported by am-
bulance to the hospital where he 
was treated for his injuries. The in-
cident remains under investigation 
and the canine was transported to 
the Stark County dog pound and 
placed under quarantine. 
   8-3 - Michael Courtway, 64, of 
Musselman Street in Toulon, at ap-
proximately 1 p.m. apparently 
passed out driving his pickup truck 
east on Main Street and went over 
the embankment at West Jersey Ex-
press colliding head-on with two 
semi trailers parked there, driving 
those trailers into two other trailers. 
Courtway sustained serious injuries 
and was transported to Kewanee St. 
Luke Hospital, where he was life-
flighted to Peoria. Toulon Fire and 
Stark County Ambulance responded 
to the crash, as well as Toulon Po-
lice Chief Gary Bent. 
   8-4 - Izaac G. Toms-Smith, 20, 
Chadwick, cited for speeding 65 
mph in a 55 zone and for driving 
while his license was suspended. 
The vehicle was towed to the im-
pound lot and Toms-Smith was is-
sued a court date to appear. 

Peoria County Report 
   7-17 - Franziska J. Hurliman, 31, 
of Galva was arrested shortly before 
4 a.m. and accused of armed rob-
bery/no firearm, according to the 
Peoria County Sheriff’s Office. 

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   7-29 - Officer was flagged down 
about an area of corn that had been 
knocked down just west of town 
along Bonham Road. There was a 
concern about an accident there. 
Records indicated a single-vehicle 
accident had occurred there the pre-
vious day.   
   7-29 - to the 300 block of NE 2nd 
Ave. for a utility wire laying across 
the roadway. The wire was removed 
and Frontier telephone was con-
tacted for repairs.  
   7-29 - to the 00 block of NE 6th 
St, for a solicitor complaint. As the 
result, Logan Lambie, 21, St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla., was issued an admin-
istrative warning ticket for 
soliciting without a permit.   

   7-29 - to the 300 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a loose-dog complaint.   
   7-30 - While patrolling, officer 
noticed a semi-tractor/trailer parked 
in the 700 block of W. Division St. 
Officer spoke to the driver, who 
was waiting for a local business to 
open. The driver was told he needed 
to move to avoid blocking traffic.  
   7-30 - to assist Rux Funeral Home 
with traffic control for a large fu-
neral procession that proceeded 
west from town.  
   7-30 - While patrolling, an officer 
noticed a train that stopped and 
blocked every railroad crossing in 
town for 52 minutes. BNSF was 
contacted.  
   7-30 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 400 block of W. Division 
St., Alan Edwards, 58, Galesburg, 
was cited for operating a vehicle 
when registration suspended and 
operating an uninsured vehicle. He 
was released with a court date.  
   7-30 - to the 200 block of NW 1st 
Ave. to check the welfare of several 
animals. They appeared to be fine.  
   7-30 - Officer was flagged down 
about a car-vs.-deer collision sev-
eral miles north of town. Henry 
County located the vehicle on 
County Highway 5 near 650 North.  
   7-30 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. to remove an unwanted subject.  
   7-31 - to a residence on SE 6th St. 
to assist a citizen with questions 
about safely storing firearms.  
   7-31 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for an unknown complaint. The 
subject was suffering from a men-
tal-health crisis.  
   7-31 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a 911 hang-up call. The sub-
ject was suffering from a mental-
health crisis.  
   7-31 - to the 700 block of SE 1st 
St. for a theft complaint.  
   7-31 - to the 300 block of E. Divi-
sion St. to assist a resident attempt-
ing to remove a bat from the 
residence. Officer was not able to 
locate. 
   8-1 - to the 300 block of E. Divi-
sion St. to assist a resident with at-
tempting to remove a bat from the 
residence. The bat was found and 
removed.  
   8-1 - to the 100 block of NE 1st 
St. for a verbal disturbance involv-
ing neighbors. 
   8-1 - to the east edge of town to 
watch for a reckless driver coming 
from the Kewanee area. Officer lo-
cated the driver and advised them 
of the complaint.   
   8-1 - to assist Henry County with 
a civil paper service in the 300 
block of NW 3rd Ave.   
   8-2 - to a residence on SW 3rd 
Ave. for a suicidal subject threaten-
ing to harm himself. Family 
members were able to confirm the 
subject was out-of-state while mak-
ing these threats. 
   8-2 - to the 1200 block of SE 2nd 
St. to assist a motorist with a dis-

abled vehicle.   
   8-2 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 1100 block of SE 2nd St., 
James Staggs, 37, Galva, was ar-
rested for driving while license sus-
pended. He was taken to the Galva 
Police Department for processing 
and then released with a required 
court date.  
   8-3 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for an unknown complaint. The 
subject was suffering from a men-
tal-health crisis.   
   8-3 - to the 100 block of NE 9th 
St. for a complaint involving at-
tempted forced entry into the res-
idence. Officer was not able to 
locate anyone. 
   8-3 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a 911 hang-up call. The sub-
ject was suffering from a mental-
health crisis.  
   8-3 - to the 500 block of NW 11th 
St. for a solicitor complaint. The 
subject was located and asked to 
cease their actions after it was de-
termined they did not have a permit.  
   8-3 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for an unknown complaint. The 
subject was suffering from a men-
tal-health crisis.  
   8-3 - to the railroad crossing on 
NE 6th Ave. for a crossing arm mal-
function. BNSF was contacted.  
   8-3 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for an unknown complaint. The 
subject was suffering from a men-
tal-health crisis.   
   8-3 - to the 700 block of NE 2nd 
Ave. for “a large fire complaint.” It 
was a controlled burn.  
   8-3 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for an unknown complaint. The 
subject was suffering from a men-
tal-health crisis. 
   8-3 - Josiah Daneels, 20, Moose-
heart, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 1000 block of N. 
Center Ave.  
    8-4 - to the railroad crossing on 
NE 6th Ave. for a crossing-arm 
malfunction. BNSF was contacted.  
   8-4 - A 17-year-old male was is-
sued a citation for speeding in the 
1100 block of SE 2nd St.  
   8-4 - Michael Barnes, 28, Van 
Buren, Mich., cited for speeding in 
the 1100 block of SE 2nd St. 

Property Transfers 
   7-30 - Jamie Joos Wiegand to Jen-
nifer L. and Ralph E. Joos - Pts Sect 
35-13-6 SE - 306 N. 6th St., Wyo-
ming - Consideration = $51,000. 
   8-1 - Todd McClintic, Trustee to 
D.A.M. Good Homes, LLC - Hen-
derson and Whitaker’s Add’n - 
Block 8 Lots 7,8,9 - 309 and 319 E, 
Greenwood St., Toulon - Considera-
tion = $193,000. 

Marriages 
   7-29 - Joshua Eugene Hannon & 
Bobbi Ann Storey, both of Cham-
paign.
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except one week in 
July and Dec. 27) by Lampe Pub-
lications LLC, 115 W. Main St., 
Elmwood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad and Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - Angie 
Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tuesdays 
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3 
p.m. The Prairie News encourages 
readers to submit news for publi-
cation. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an error 
occured. The Prairie News is an Il-
linois Press Association member.

GUEST VOICES

Everywhere else it’s called ‘kleptocracy’
   Trying to stem the flow of money 
in American politics is like trying to 
hold back the Mississippi River. It’s 
dirty, dangerous work that, in the 
end, is almost always washed away 
by a flood of even more money. 
   Don’t take my word for it; just 
follow the, well, you know. 
   For example, despite only one 
mildly competitive race in any 
party’s presidential primaries, all 
2024 candidates 
combined – from 
Doug Burgum to 
Marianne Wil-
liamson – raised 
$692 million for 
their campaigns, 
according to 
OpenSecrets.org, 
the authoritative, 
non-partisan 
group that tracks money in politics. 
   That was just for starters. Outside 
groups raised another collective 
$812 million for the presidential 
candidates to boost the total take to 
a pig-choking $1.5 billion. 
   Equally remarkable is that more 
than half of the amount, or $831 
million, was raised by the Trump 
and Biden campaigns before either 
party’s convention and long before 
the Nov. 5 general election. 
   But the Dem money machine 
kicked into overdrive when Biden 
chose to exit the race July 21. In 
less than 24 hours of him yielding 
to presumptive presidential nomi-
nee Kamala Harris, the party was 
showered with at least $81 million 
in campaign money and another 
$150 million in campaign pledges. 
   That small fortune is chicken feed 
when compared to what one high-
tech billionaire, Elon Musk, re-

portedly pledged to contribute to 
the Trump campaign a week earlier: 
$45 million per month through 
Election Day. 
   Musk has since downplayed the 
pledge, claiming he will still give 
millions, just not the $180 million 
implied in his week-earlier pledge. 
   Agribusiness joined the 2024 
White House cash dash, too. Ac-
cording to OpenSecrets, Big Ag has 
given the Trump 2024 presidential 
campaign $7.4 million, almost 
seven times more than it gave Joe 
Biden, $1.1 million, and the Dems. 
   In fact, ag’s big political players 
gave Nikki Haley’s not-going-any-
where White House bid $1.7 mil-
lion, or almost 50% more than 
incumbent Joe Biden’s didn’t-go-
anywhere campaign. 
   Regardless of the candidate, no 
fatcat contributor writes five-, six-, 
seven- and now even eight-figure 
campaign checks without expecting 
some candidate love after a hoped-
for win. 
   Musk, say political analysts, is 
simply making a very public, very 
big bet that a Trump White House 
will impose prohibitive tariffs on 
imported Chinese electric vehicles, 
a rising competitor to Tesla and 
Musk’s $73 billion stake in the 
company. 
   Likewise, Big Sugar has given 
$4.9 million to many Senate and 
House ag committee members this 
election cycle. The reason is simple: 
With the 2024 Farm Bill still hang-
ing fire, the aggressively political 
American sugar industry wants 
Congress to keep in place its long-
time protective import tariffs and 
domestic loan price programs. 
   Sugar isn’t alone. To date, 2024 

campaign contributions from “agri-
business” to members of Congress 
– again according to OpenSecrets – 
totals $42.2 million. The split be-
tween parties strongly favors Re-
publicans, who were given $29.4 
million while Democratic members 
pulled in a comparatively small 
$12.75 million. 
   Meanwhile, money spent by agri-
business to lobby Congress in 2023 
was a knee-buckling four times 
greater, or $178 million, reveals 
OpenSecrets. Overall, interest 
groups spent an unfathomable $4.2 
billion lobbying Congress in 2023. 
   That’s $7,850,500 per senator or 
congressman. 
   All that lobbying – meetings, fa-
vors, dinners and trips – takes time, 
of course, which may partially ex-
plain why Congressional “law-
makers did not manage to pass 
much legislation” in 2023, reported 
NPR late last December. In fact, 
NPR continued, “Only 27 bills 
passed through both chambers.” 
   Twenty-seven, barely two per 
month. That means you wrote more 
grocery lists last year than Congress 
wrote necessary and often-overdue 
legislation like the 2023 – now 
2024 and soon to be 2025 – Farm 
Bill. 
   But what’s never overdue is the 
river of money flowing through our 
political process. It’s wide, power-
ful and corrupting. 
     © 2024 ag comm 
   The Farm and Food File is published 
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
Past columns, supporting documents and 
contact info are at farmandfoodfile.com.

Alan 
GUEBERT
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Cambridge museum 
opens this Saturday 
   CAMBRIDGE – Cambridge Natu-
ral History Museum will hold a 
grand opening Saturday, Aug. 10, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 132 W. 
Center St. 
   The museum will showcase a col-
lection of fossils, mineral, and Native 
American artifacts, all curated by 
Anderson Taylor, 9, a budding Cam-
bridge paleontologist, is very excited 
to see his dream of opening a mu-
seum come true.  
   “I want to teach other kids, as well 
as adults who aren’t able to go to mu-
seums in larger cities, about natural 
history and prehistoric life”, he said. 
“Visiting the Staffin Dinosaur Mu-
seum in Scotland really inspired me 
to open my own museum. The owner 
of that museum started it when he 
was a teenager.” 
   Anderson’s study of fossils has 
brought him around the world. He 
has traveled to observe evidence of 
ancient life as far as the Isle of Skye 
in Scotland and the Morrison Forma-
tion in Colorado. He has hosted sev-
eral public presentations on 
prehistoric life in Illinois and beyond. 
Anderson and his brother, Miles, also 
host a podcast on local history, called 
“Tot Cast”. 
   “Much of what you see at the mu-
seum has been generously donated 
by friends, family, and strangers,” 
Taylor said. 
   The grand opening will feature 
light refreshments and a special inter-
active dig for children. Young vis-
itors will have the opportunity to 
participate in a mock excavation and 
take home a souvenir from their dig. 

Newport named new 
CEO of FBFM 
   DeKALB – Scott Newport of 
DeKalb is the new chief executive 
officer of the Illinois Farm Business 
Farm Management. Newport has 35 

years of experience dedicated to 
serving regional cooperators. His re-
cent tenure as regional vice president 
has further connected him with staff. 

Mental health program 
Aug. 17 in Kewanee 
   KEWANEE – The Henry and Stark 
County Health Department, the Ke-
wanee First United Methodist 
Church Health and Wellness Team, 
and First Choice Healthcare invite 
the public to a free mental health pro-
gram at 10 a.m., on Saturday, Aug. 
17, at the Kewanee First United 
Methodist Church community room, 
108 E. Central Blvd.    
   Guest speaker Stephen Martell, be-
havioral health program manager 
with First Choice Healthcare,will 
present a program entitled “Mental 
Illness –You Are Not Alone” and will 
discuss local services that are avail-
able. 

Knox County SWCD 
meeting Aug. 29 
   KNOXVILLE – The Knox County 
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-
trict’s 80th annual meeting is Aug. 29 
at 3:45 p.m. at the Nayborhood 
Farm, 1412 Barefoot Road.  
   Speakers will focus on pollinator 

habitat, CREP enhancements and 
beekeeping. Dinner is wood-fired 
pizza and meatballs and caprese bites 
for appetizers. Donations will be ac-
cepted in lieu of a fee. 
   RSVP by Aug. 15 by calling (309) 
342-5138, Ext. 3, or emailing to 
knoxcoilswcd@gmail.com. 

BRIEFS

The 2024 Panther Open golf outing at Hidden Lake Golf Club in Sheffield on July 13 raised 
$2,300 for the Bradford High School Memorial Fund. Alumni interested in supporting the 
cause may send checks to the PNB Bradford Banking Center, 179 W. Main, P.O. Box 39, 
Bradford, IL 61421. Checks should be made payable to BHS Memorial Fund. 

Jean Mann of 711 N. Center Ave. was 
chosen by the Galva Ready to Grow com-
mittee as Galva’s August property pride 
winner. Mann said she has lived in the home 
for 54 years. She and her late husband, 
Roger, raised their daughter in the home, 
which underwent two additions and lots of 
remodeling.  Photo by Carol Townsend.
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By SANDY BLAKEY 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – My sister 
Janet recently passed away 
and was a 31-year em-
ployee of Toulon Public 
Library. She always said “I 
love my job.”   
   She saw and embraced 
many changes down 
through the years, from 
looking up books through 
a card file to finding books 
via a computer. She saw 
the building of a beautiful 
new library and helped 
with the move. 
   Michael Baumann, direc-
tor of the library, said li-
braries are evolving past 
the walls and the books on 

the shelves. The Toulon li-
brary now offerhoopla, 
which offers free Ebooks, 
videos, music and maga-
zines. The library also has 
Libby and eRead Illinois 
for Ebooks and audio 
books.  
   The library subscribes to 
Newsbank for daily digital 
copies and back copies of 
the Peoria Journal Star and 
Kewanee Star Courier. 
There are archived copies 
of The Stark County News 
and The Prairie News 
available digitally, as well 
through the website. 
   Baumann said in the past 
year the library’s logo was 
updated and a new sign 
was constructed with the 

help of funds from the City 
of Toulon.   
   A new website will be 
launching this fall that will 
offer more ADA acces-
sibility and an updated 
look. Soon the library will 
also have access to a whole 
new suite of digital materi-
als through the state.  
   The library also has pro-
grams for adults and chil-
dren. The children’s 
section has a child-size 
table, chairs and books for 
all ages.  
   There are several com-
fortable reading areas for 
adults to sit, relax and read. 
A computer is available for 
use. Baumann and his staff 
will gladly help you find 

what you are looking for. 
   The library also offers 
copying, scanning, lam-
inating and a meeting 
room that can comfortably 
accomodate 8-10 people. 

Toulon Public Library has plenty to offer

By FarmWeek 
   SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois State 
Fair opened its 11-day run Thursday with 
the theme, “It’s Showtime.” 
   More than $85 million has been re-
cently invested in the fairgrounds to ad-
dress deferred maintenance. 
   The coliseum will be used this year, but 
renovations are not fully finished. Ho-
wever, updates to other structures across 
the fair are complete. 
   Raspberry crunch is this year’s featured 
flavor of ice cream at the dairy barn, 
complete with fresh raspberries and 
granola on top. 
   The state fair will also be home to 14 
entertainment stages – from the grand-
stand to the Village of Cultures. 

   Free entertainment is planned during 
the fair, starting with a performance by 
the Gin Blossoms today, Aug. 8, on the 
Grand Central Stage. 
   The grandstand features nine headline 
artists with tickets available through 
Ticketmaster: Keith Urban, Aug. 9; Möt-
ley Crüe, Aug. 10; Jason Isbell and The 
400 Unit, Aug. 11: Jordan Davis, Aug. 
12; Lil Wayne, Aug. 14; Jonas Brothers, 
Aug. 15; Smashing Pumpkins, Aug. 16;  
Miranda Lambert, Aug. 17; and Sha-
boozey, Aug. 18. 
   For more information, visit statefair.il-
linois.gov.

Illinois State Fair runs to Aug. 18
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Answers on Page 3

For The Prairie News 
   On Sept. 14, local United 
Methodist Churches will 
hold an eighth annual i-
Serve event in and around 
Galva and Bishop Hill. 
   This annual event of 
Bishop Hill Community 
and Galva First United 
Methodist Churches grew 
out of a desire to celebrate 
with ministry outreach the 
25th anniversary of former 
Pastor Ann Champion’s or-
dination in 2013. The heart 
of the weekend is based on 
scripture: “We love be-
cause God first loved us.” 
(1 John 4:19).  
   Volunteers will meet Sat-
urday, Sept. 14, at 7:30 
a.m. in Epworth Hall at the 
east entry of Galva First 
United Methodist Church. 
Anyone in the Galva or 
Bishop Hill area can ask 
for assistance in complet-
ing projects they cannot do 
on their own. Applications 

are due by Aug. 19. 
   Volunteers will provide 
free help with yard work, 
painting, building repair, 
household cleanup and 
simple errands. Non-profit 
organizations can also re-
ceive assistance with proj-
ects on their property. 
Some financial help is 
available to purchase 
supplies for projects.  
   The churches will serve a 
lunch at 11:30 a.m. for all 
volunteers and for those 
being serving that day. 
Many Galva residents and 
non-profit organizations 
have been helped in the 
first seven years of the i-
Serve event. 
   Anyone who wishes to 
have a project completed 
by the i-Serve volunteers 
must complete a project 
application, available at 
both Methodist churches 
and at various local busi-
ness and offices, including 

Galva City Hall, Galva Li-
brary, Galva Senior Cit-
izens Center, the 
Community State Bank in 
Galva, the State Bank of 
Toulon in Galva, Lincoln 
House, Galva and Bishop 
Hill post offices, the laun-
dromat and Messiah Lu-
theran Church. The 
application is also offered 
on the City of Galva’s 
website (galvail.gov) or the 
church website (neighbor-
sinchrist.com) and will 
need to be returned to the 
parish office at 214 NW 
2nd Ave. in Galva or 
emailed to 
galvafirst@gmail.com by 
Aug. 19. 
   Once applications have 
been received, organizers 
will be in contact to get de-
tails on the work and to 
visit the work site to con-
firm that volunteers will be 
able to complete the 
request. Flexibility is 
planned for some projects 
to be done earlier or later 
than Sept. 14, if needed. 
   Volunteers are welcome 
and work teams will be or-
ganized by the i-Serve 
planning team in early 
September. To volunteer, 
call the parish office at 
(309) 932-2460 or email 
galvafirst@gmail.com.

Methodist i-Serve event offers aid 
to Galva, Bishop Hill homeowners 

Answers on Page 3
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LEGAL ADS
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH  

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF 
JACOB REWERTS, 
Deceased 
No. 2024-PR-13 

NOTICE OF CLAIM DAY 
   Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of Jacob Rewerts 
   On July 12,2024 Letters of Office 
were issued to Christopher Rewerts 
whose attorney of record is Anne C. 
Rennick, P.O. Box 90, Wyoming, IL 
61491. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Stark County, Illi-
nois, or with the Representative, or 
both, on or before (a) January 
24,2025 or (b) if mailing or delivery 
of a notice from the Representative 
is required by the provisions of 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 
1975, the date stated in that notice. 
Any claim not filed on or before 
the aforementioned date(s) is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the Representative and to 
the Attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed. 
   Dated July 17, 2024 
Anne C. Rennick 
Attorney for: Estate of Jacob Re-
werts 
P.O. Box 90 
Wyoming, IL 61491 
Ph: (309)-695-4701 
Fax: (309)-695-2119 
Email: acrennick@yahoo.com 
Published 7/26, 8/2, 8/9/24 

• • •    
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

UNION FEDERAL SAVINGS & 
LOAN  ASSOCIATION (F/K/A FIRST 
FEDERAL SAVINGS & LOAN ASSO-
CIATION OF KEWANEE),                  
Plaintiff, IN CHANCERY 
v.                                                      
Case No. 2024CH1 
CHARLENE F. REBHOLZ;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS; AND  
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
-Defendants. 

NOTICE OF COURT SALE 
[Code Civ. Proc. §15-1507] 

   PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to the Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered by the Court in 
the above-captioned matter, the 
property hereinafter-described, or 
so much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment, will 
be sold to the highest bidder. 
   1.The name, address, and tele-
phone number of the person to 
contact for information regarding 
the real estate is: Julie Gibbs, Corp. 
Secretary, Union Federal Savings & 
Loan Assoc. (f/k/a First Federal 
Savings & Loan Assoc. of Kewa-

nee), 104 N. Tremont St., Kewanee 
IL 61443 / 309-853-3535.2 
   2. The property is located in 
Henry County - common address: 
828 Franklin St., Kewanee IL 
61443.  
   3. The legal description of the real 
estate is: The North Half (N ½) of 
Lot Twelve (12) in Block Two (2) of 
Hoffrichter’s Addition to the City of 
Kewanee, Henry County, Illinois. 
PIN: 20-32-482-009     
   4. The real estate may not be in-
spected prior to sale unless ar-
rangements are made. 
   5.The date and time of the sale is: 
September 3, 2024, at 9:00 AM.  
   6. The sale will be conducted by 
the Henry County Sheriff in the 
Henry County Courthouse, Cam-
bridge, IL. 
   7. The terms of the sale are: This 
is an “as is” sale for “cash”. The 
successful bidder must deposit 
10% down by certified funds at 
time of sale with balance to be paid, 
by certified funds, in full within 24 
hours from the time of sale upon 
delivery of possession and war-
ranty deed. The subject property is 
offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff. The sale is further subject 
to confirmation by the Court. Real 
estate taxes to be prorated to date 
of closing. Any statements made at 
time of sale will supersede any pre-
viously advertised or announced. 
   8. Title will be conveyed subject 
to all general real estate taxes 
which are a lien upon the real es-
tate, but have not yet become due 
and payable, and special assess-
ments, if any, and easements and 
restrictions of record. 
   Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall receive 
a Certificate of Sale, which will enti-
tle the purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after confirmation of the 
sale.  
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of evict-
ing any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the sub-
ject premises.  
   If you are the mortgagor (home-
owner), you have the right to re-
main in possession for 30 days 
after entry of an order of posses-
sion, in accordance with Section 
15-1701(c) of the Illinois Mortgage 
Foreclosure Law.  
 
Justin M. Raver (ARDC #6293618)  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 West Second Street,  
Kewanee IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555  
justin@barashlaw.com 

Published 8/2, 8/9, 8/16/24 
• • •    

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 
ESTATE OF: JOAN VUJAKOVICH,     
No. 2024PR80 
Deceased. 
 
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND LEGATEES 

AND CLAIM NOTICE 
 
To: George Vujakovich and UN-
KNOWN HEIRS 
   Notice is given of the death of 
Joan Vujakovich.  
   Notice is given to George Vujako-
vich and unknown, who are heirs or 
legatees in the above proceeding to 
probate a will and whose name or 
address is not stated in the petition 
to admit the will to probate, that an 
order was entered by the court on 
July 25, 2024, admitting the will to 
probate.   
   Letters of Office were issued on 
July 25, 2024 to Nickolas Vujako-
vich as independent representative 
whose attorney is Barash & Everett, 
LLC, P.C., PO Box 165, Galva, IL 
61434.  
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Court Cambridge, Illinois 61434 or 
with the representative, or both on 
or before January 25, 2025. Any 
claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representatives and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed.  
   Within 42 days after the effective 
date of the original order of admis-
sion you may file a petition with the 
court to require proof of the will by 
testimony of the witnesses to the 
will in open court or other ev-
idence, as provided in 6-21 of the 
Probate Act of 1975 (755 ILCS 5/6-
21).  
   You also have the right under 
section 8-1 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest 
the validity of the will by filing a pe-
tition with the court within 6 
months after admission of the will 
to probate.  
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with lim-
ited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with an 
e-filing service provider.  
Visit: 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  http://www.il-
linoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, 
or talk with your local circuit clerk’s 
office.  

Filings are to be made with:  
Henry County Circuit Clerk 

Courthouse, Cambridge, Illinois 

Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor 
PO Box 165 
Galva, IL 61434 
Telephone: 309/932-2001 
Facsimile: 309/932-3151 
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 8/2, 8/9, 8/16/24 

• • •    
TAKE NOTICE 
Certificate # 7 

   TO: Jake Alvis; any spouse; any 
unknown occupants all unknown 
interested parties; 
   A Petition for a Tax Deed on the 
premises described below has been 
filed in the Circuit Court of 
Stark County,Toulon Illinois as 
Case # 2024 TX 4 
   The real estate is described as: 
206 JACKSON ST, VILLAGE OF LA-
FAYETTE 40 E SD LOTS 1 & 2 
BLOCK 6 40 X 132 
PARCEL#(s) 03-18-306-006 
   Said property was sold on 
10/26/2021, for the general taxes 
for the year of 2020. The period of 
redemption will expire on 
10/26/2024. On November 8, 2024 
@ 9:00 a.m. the petitioner will 
make application to such court in 
said county for an order for a Tax 
Deed should the real estate not be 
redeemed by 10/26/2024. 
JEREMY BENSON PARTNER FOR 
MB TAX PARTNERS 
Petitioner 
Published 8/2, 8/9, 8/16/24 

• • •    
TAKE NOTICE 
Certificate # 17 

   TO: Justin Young ; any spouse; 
any unknown occupants all un-
known interested parties; 
   A Petition for a Tax Deed on the 
premises described below has been 
filed in the Circuit Court of Stark 
County,Toulon Illinois as Case # 
2024 TX 5 
   The real estate is described as: 
417 E JEFFERSON ST. CULBERT-
SONS EASTERN ADDITION S 1/2 
LOT 18 115.5 X 163 
PARCEL#(s) 04-19-402-009 
   Said property was sold on 
10/26/2021, for the general taxes 
for the year of 2020. The period of 
redemption will expire on 
10/26/2024. On November 8, 2024 
@ 9:00 a.m. the petitioner will 
make application to such court in 
said county for an order for a Tax 
Deed should the real estate not be 
redeemed by 10/26/2024. 
JEREMY BENSON PARTNER FOR 
MB TAX PARTNERS 
Petitioner 
Published 8/2, 8/9, 8/16/24 

• • •   



HELP WANTED 
• Fall Help Needed: Spoon River 
Valley Farms, located 3 miles 
North of Princeville is looking for a 
fall driver and / or Auger Wagon 
Operator. Class A CDL is required 
for driving position. Duties will in-
clude hauling out of the field to 
our grain setup, and to local el-
evators. Farm experience is helpful 
but not required. Would be needed 
from 2nd week of September to 
the end of October. Call/Text Nick 
@309-712-5468 

FOR SALE 
• 2007 Honda CR-V: AWD, Cruise, 
AC, CD player, 238,600 miles, sky 
blue, $3,100. Call Mike at 1-815-
878-6374, Wyoming, IL, as is, 
cash only. 

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom 

apartment for rent in Toulon, 105 
E. Main. Call (309) 678-1831 
• WYOMING: 104 East Elm, Wyo-
ming, 2 BR apartment, $500 per 
month plus utilities, $400 deposit, 
work and landlord references re-
quired, no smoking, no pets. Call 
(612) 940-5208. 

SERVICES 
• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. Call 
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-

mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and electri-
cal, by Denny Miller. Over 25 years 
of experience. We also do 

kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call 
me at (309) 995-3364.

GARAGE SALES
Garage Sale - Aug. 8, 9 and 10 506 North Galena Ave., Wyoming. 

Garage Sale: Thursday, Aug. 8, 5 to 8 p.m., Friday, Aug. 9, 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Saturday, Aug. 10, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 506 North Galena Ave., 
Wyoming. Lots and lots of craft items, wreaths and silk flowers, brand 
new shoes, size 8 SAS and Skecher, purses, lots of clothes with tags 
small and medium, coats, set of dishes, pans, glassware, bedspread, 
much more good stuff! Cheap prices!. 

Family Garage Sale - Aug. 10  - 716 N. Main Ave., Wyoming 
Family Garage Sale, Saturday, Aug. 10, starting at 8:00 a.m. at 716 N. 
Main Ave., Wyoming. Lots and lots of Stuff!. 
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OBITUARIES
Francis A. Maertens 

   GALVA – Francis A. Maertens, 87, 
of Galva, died at 11:29 a.m., Tues-
day, July 30, 2024, at his home. 
   He was born Dec. 5, 1936, in 
Geneseo, the son 
of Arthur and 
Madeline 
(Stevens) 
Maertens. He 
married Kay L. 
Swan on April 1, 
1956, in Bishop 
Hill and she pre-
ceded him in 
death on Dec. 26, 
2010.  
   Survivors include his three sons, 
Ron Maertens of East Peoria, Kevin 
(Patty) Maertens of Kentucky and 
Tracy (Kathy) Maertens of Coving-
ton, Ind.; his two daughters, Penny 
(Thomas) Wilson and Jody (Warren) 
Anthony, both of Galva; a sister, 
Alice (Richard “Dick”) Strandberg of 
Woodhull; 20 grandchildren; several 
great-grandchildren; and one great-
great-grandchild. He was also pre-
ceded in death by his parents; a 
brother, Emiel; his son, Rodney; and 
his daughter, Candy Huffman. 
   Francis had worked as the road 
commissioner for the Galva Town-
ship for 30 years. He was also a 35+ 
year volunteer of the Galva Fire De-
partment. He was an avid collector of 
John Deere tractors and enjoyed 
working on them. He loved his 
family and cherished the time spent 
with them. 
   Funeral services were to be held at 
10 a.m., Tuesday, Aug. 6, at Rux Fu-
neral Home in Galva with Pastor Re-

becca Gearhart officiating. A visita-
tion was to be held from 5-7 p.m., 
Monday, Aug. 5 at the funeral home. 
The burial will be in Bishop Hill 
Cemetery.  
   Memorials may be directed to the 
Galva Fire Department. 

Mary L. Sorensen 
   WEST JERSEY – Mary Lou Web-
ster Addis Sorensen, 97, passed away 
peacefully at 
Brookdale Senior 
Living in Califor-
nia on July 27, 
2024, surrounded 
by her loving 
family. 
   Born on the 
farm in West Jer-
sey, Ill., on March 
25, 1927, Mary 
had two brothers, Harold and Wal-
lace, who are deceased. She also has 
a sister, June Orwig, who survives 
her. Mary also survived the tragic ac-
cidental death of her second son, 
Stephen and her first husband, Frank 
Addis, who died in a weather-related 
plane crash. Dick Sorensen, her sec-
ond husband years later developed a 
neurological condition. Mary took 
care of Dick for12 years until he 
passed away from cancer. 
   Mary received a bachelors’ degree 
from Bradley University in Peoria 
and received a teaching credential in 
California. She was very involved in 
education as a teacher and a reading 
specialist both in LaGrange, Ill., 
Ogelsby, Ill., and Orange, Calif., for 
many years. Kids loved to be in one 
of Mary’s classes, as she had the abil-
ity to make learning fun. 

   Growing up on the farm during the 
depression and all the sacrifices of 
World War II, Mary developed a 
strong sense of common sense and 
patriotism. She instilled those values 
in her children and grandchildren.  
   Mary was always the life of the 
party. She loved sports cars. One of 
her favorite things was to tool around 
town in her Datsun 240Z and 260Z 
with the sunroof open, enjoying the 
California sunshine. She had many 
other interests; playing bridge, paint-
ing, a love of music and dancing, 
reading, cooking and traveling. She 
especially enjoyed giving her family 
so much love and watching them 
grow into successful adults. 
   Mary, the beloved matriarch of her 
family, is survived by a son, Frank 
Addis; a daughter, Sharon Barth; four 
grandchildren; eight great-grandchil-
dren; and five great-great-grandchil-
dren with another due in November. 
   Mary’s memory will remain in the 
hearts of her family, friends and all 
those who were honored to have had 
the privilege of knowing her. Her 
legacy will live on for generations to 
come. 
   Services will be held at Westmin-
ster Memorial Park in Westminster, 
Calif., on Aug. 11, 2024 at 9:30 a.m. 
Interment will be at the gravesite 
after the memorial service and she 
will be laid next to her first husband 
and second son’s gravesites. 
   Several family members and 
friends of Mary have endured Lyme 
disease. So in lieu of flowers, the 
family requests online donations to 
LymeDisease.Org in Mary So-
rensen’s name.

  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Art Blegen 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  
Galva Congregational Church 

 Pastor Marshall Jones 
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-3733 
Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 
Wyoming Nazarene Church 

517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 
309-695-4523 leave message 

Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 
Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night TBD 

Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

Holy Trinity Polish National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m.,   Sun. at 9 a.m.,   Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

 Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 The Oaks Community Church 
1868 Congregational Road, Dahinda, IL 

(309) 879-2042 
Pastor Marty Briney and Pastor Dean Lane 
Worship Service 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship 9:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 

Website www.theoakscommunitychurch.com 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/TheOaksCommunityChurch 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 

newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 

 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

CLASSIFIEDS

Maertens

Sorensen

Garage/Man Shop Sale - Aug. 16,17 - 822 W. Singing Woods Rd., Edelstein 
Garage/Man Shop Sale, 822 West Singing Woods Road, Edelstein. Au-
gust 16 & 17 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Housewares, vintage items, home 
decor, men clothing, assorted ceramic tile, assorted handles and knobs, 
leaf blower, power washer, lots of free items, and so much more.
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SAMS: Aunt Wilma thwarted panther tattoo
life for sure. At the same time this 
was happening, there was a couple in 
Toulon, Edgar and Mildred Sams, 
who were finishing the adoption pro-
cess in terms of the paperwork so 
they could adopt. And on April 27, 
1940 I became a member of their 
family. 
   The family was a little different 
than a lot of families. There was my 
dad and his brother Wilbur and they 
farmed together for over 50 years. 
They married sisters Wilma and my 
mother Mildred. They lived about 
three-quarters of a mile from the 
house I have now. 
   The house we moved into when I 
was a baby was an older house. The 
back part was built in 1841. The 
front part was added in 1856. 
Wilbur and Wilma had one child, 
John, and he was two months older 
than I was. My mother and father just 
had one child. Four years later they 
adopted a daughter, so I had a sister. 
A year later Wilbur and Wilma had a 
baby, Steve, and he’s in the audience. 
   If you want more history of the 
Nicholson family or anything to do 
with our place, Steve is our historian. 
My grandmother was a Nicholson 
and she married a Sams. There were 
several who came up from Tennessee 
about the same time and they were 
here before 1841. That’s the only 
record we could find when we ap-
plied for Centennial status. 
   So that made us double-cousins. 
And John and I were together and 
once we were together, we were to-
gether almost all of the time – all of 

the way through high school. There 
wasn’t anything he was involved in 
that I wasn’t involved with in the 
same way. 
   The farm was originally owned by 
Jonathan Minor and I have a certifi-
cate that he received that plot of land 
from a grant that was signed by John 
Tyler, who was president at that time. 
   Now I’m going to start the real 
meat of my story. It’s just a few 
things when I look back are some of 
the things I remember. I’m going to 
use the pronoun “we” because it will 
refer to John and me. We did every-
thing together. When we were older, 
one of our habits was drinking Pepsi 
with peanuts (in the bottle). 
   Our disciplinarians were our moth-
ers. We knew that we had better not 
do anything bad enough to get our 
dads involved, so we were rather 
careful about that. My mother was 
kind of easy to get around with, 
sometimes. John’s mother, Wilma, 
was not! 
   She worked for several years for at-
torney Gene Rennick. Wilma sure 
picked up some of the prosecuting at-
torney’s traits when dealing with us. 
   We were told early on that we were 
going to college. We didn’t know 
what college meant, but we knew we 
were going to go. That started one of 
the first involvements we had with 
selling sweet corn. 
   Summarized: John and I sold sweet 
corn to a big guy with a loud voice – 
Mr. John Leitch, the Toulon Grade 
School math teacher. He challenged 
us to do math by buying five or 
seven or nine ears of sweet corn and 

asking us how much that would cost. 
   We spent time on Indian Creek in 
our younger days. We would get in 
the water and splash around. We ex-
plored down the creek and later 
camped out overnight for two days. 
   Around sixth grade we decided to 
start trapping animals to make 
money. The first year we caught two 
muskrats. We left two traps in the 
slough on the farm and one day we 
caught an animal and it turned out to 
be a skunk. We both got sprayed by 
the skunk when we tried to hit it with 
a 2x4 board. That just made him 
mad. 
   Wilma and Mildred laid out soap, a 
scrub brush and three jars of tomato 
juice for each of us. This was in No-
vember and the water was cold that 
we used to bathe in! Our clothes 
were thrown away. 
   John and I were at the pool hall 
when we heard that there was a tat-
too artist at the high school. We de-
cided to get a black panther that 
started on our back and came over 
our shoulder. We were going to be 
the toughest guys in school.  
   We were in line to get our tattoos 
when something clamped down on 
my shoulder like a vise. John yelped 
and we were led to a car away from 
the tattoo stand. Wilma had been told 
that we were in the tattoo line and 
she came to the school and got us be-
fore we could get the tattoos.  
   We got a tongue-lashing that lasted 
at least 30 minutes. 
   It was a wonderful life growing up 
on the farm near Toulon. Thank you 
very much for listening. 

Continued from Page 12
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Sams shares fond memories 
OSA badge winner recalls his life around Toulon
Transcribed by JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – Good morning! It’s my 
pleasure to be here. I want to thank the 
OSA committee who selected me and for 
making a good choice – I guess that re-
mains to be seen. It’s hot up here on the 
stage and I’m sure it’s hot for you folks 
out there. 
   Before I get started, I’d like to just rec-
ognize Toulon after being gone for a long 
time and moving 
back. A lot of or-
ganizations are 
trying to make 
Toulon a better 
place and I think 
they are doing an 
“OK” job. 
   We have the 
Lions’ Club, the 
American Le-
gion, other or-
ganizations such 
as the OSA and a 
Civic Committee. 
So, there’s a lot of people trying to keep 
Toulon viable and we all certainly appre-
ciate that. 
   I’d be remiss if I didn’t say a few words 
about the (Stark County) Historical Soci-
ety that was restarted several years ago. 
They had nothing but had some money to 
work with in the beginning. But the ac-
complishments that they have made to this 
day is just remarkable. And they need 
your support just as every other commit-
tee does. So, we can spread the dollars 
around and help these folks out. 
   If my mother was here, she would have 

my name on the badge as Frederick. The 
only place I’ve seen that written down is 
on my birth certificate. The rest of my life 
I’ve used Fred. In school it was so much 
easier to write F-R-E-D than a whole 
string of letters. 
   As I look at the badge – you know I 
don’t know if I need any more pictures. 
You look at that badge and you think of 
the old saying, “You can’t make a silk 
purse out of a sow’s ear.” I think there’s 

some truth to that 
at times. Any-
body who is in 
this realm of 80s 
– you know 
there’s some 
changes.  
   It’s hard to con-
dense 84 years, 7 
months and 4 
days into a few 
minutes. Before I 
start with a few 
stories, I’d like to 
mention my 

family. I have four children, Brad is the 
oldest and lives in Richmond, Va., and 
was born in Toulon. Linda, my only 
daughter lives in Eureka and was born in 
Castleton. Mike lives in Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., and was born in Macomb. Brett lives 
in Bloomington and was born in Vermont, 
Ill. I have seven grandchildren and two of 
them are here today. 
   I was born Nov. 7, 1939, in Methodist 
Hospital, in Peoria. I was there for two to 
three weeks, then I was transferred for 
adoption. This is where God entered my 

Continued on Page 11
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