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Shipp, Deck receive 
circuit court dates 
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   TOULON – Stark 
County’s Circuit Court 
held Dec. 20 brought sev-
eral decisions on pending 
felony 
cases for 
Matthew 
R. Shipp, 
20, of 
rural Tou-
lon. 
   Shipp 
will make 
a fully 
negotiated plea on April 4 
at 2 p.m. regarding 10 
Class X felonies he’s been 
charged with for child 
pornography. 
   In another case, Caleb 
A. Deck, 47, of Wyoming, 
was in circuit court to re-

view multiple cases from 
traffic violations to crim-
inal felonies. He was 
scheduled for a Jan. 10 
bench trial at 3 p.m. for 
charged traffic offenses of 
fleeing or attempting to 
elude police, driving on a 
revoked license, defective 
windshield, improper turn 
signal and seat belt re-
quired. 
   Deck is also scheduled 
for a jury trial on March 3 
for felonies stemming 
from a raid of his Wyo-
ming apartment. Charges 
are for aggravated assault 
of police, two counts of a 
felon in possession of a 
firearm, burglary, theft 
and criminal trespass to 
state land.  

Continued on Page 2

Shipp

New Year rings in 293 new laws for Illinois residents
By BEN SZALINSKI 

Capitol News Illinois 

   Time to study up, Illinois. As 
of New Year’s Day, 293 new 
state laws have taken effect. 
   Those include some of the de-
fining bills of the 2024 legis-
lative session and others that will 
change how people get IDs, eval-
uate job postings and even cancel 
gym memberships. 
   In addition to the laws taking 
effect on Jan. 1, the state’s mini-
mum wage will rise to $15 to 
complete a ramp-up initiated dur-
ing Gov. JB Pritzker’s first 
month in office in 2019. 

Digital driver’s licenses 
   The secretary of state can begin 

creating a process to issue digital 
driver’s licenses and state IDs 
beginning in the new year after 
Pritzker signed House Bill 4592. 
Residents will still be required to 
receive a physical ID and 
agencies or private entities will 
not be required to accept digital 
IDs in place of physical IDs. 
   Providing a phone to police to 
show a digital ID also doesn’t 
give police consent to search a 
person’s cellphone. 

Salary transparency 
   Employers with 15 or more 
employees must include informa-
tion about benefits and the salary 
range on job postings, according 
to House Bill 3129. The law will 

also apply to businesses hiring 
for remote-work positions in Illi-
nois. 
   “When employers aren’t trans-
parent about pay, gender and ra-
cial wage gaps widen, costing 
women and people of color valu-
able compensation,” Lt. Gov. Ju-
liana Stratton said in a news 
release. “Illinois’ new Pay Trans-

parency law is a resounding win 
for the working people who call 
our state home.” 

‘Junk’ health insurance 
   Short-term, limited-duration 
health insurance plans will be il-
legal in Illinois beginning Jan. 1. 
The plans, often called “junk in-
surance” by critics, do not meet 
the minimum standards of the 
federal Affordable Care Act. 
   The ban outlined in House Bill 
2499 was part of Pritzker’s 
health insurance overhaul that 
lawmakers passed in the spring. 
It was aimed at reducing barriers 
to care for patients and making 
health care more affordable by 
expanding coverage require-

ments for insurance companies. 
   Short-term insurance plans are 
typically for people who have a 
lapse in health insurance cover-
age such as when they lose or 
change jobs, but they are differ-
ent from COBRA benefits, 
which most employers are re-
quired to offer under federal law.  
   Supporters of the bill argued 
the plans are deceptive and stick 
consumers with huge out-of-
pocket costs, but others said the 
plans provide consumers with an 
affordable option to fill a gap in 
coverage. 

Caregiver discrimination 
   House Bill 2161 adds family 

Continued on Page 2
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Are power problems ahead?

POWER PROBLEMS?

Transmission lines are pictured in central Illinois. Capitol News Illinois photo by An-
drew Adams.

By ANDREW ADAMS 
Capitol News Illinois 

   When you flip the switch, the 
lights come on. 
   But in Illinois, after years of 
sweeping reforms to the energy 
industry and growing demand for 
electricity, that premise is coming 
into question. 
   Several experts – including 

those involved in crafting the 
state’s energy reform, current and 
former regulators and those in the 
renewable-energy industry – are 
warning that prices will spike this 
summer and rolling blackouts 
could become necessary in the 
coming years. That is, unless the 
state takes action to make sure 

Continued on Page 6

Solar panels 
Shedding light on getting 
the most from a contract

Continued on Page 7

By PHYLLIS COULTER 
Farm Week 

   Allan Delphi, a LaSalle County farmer 
and landowner, felt the heat of the sun 
shining on him when making decisions 
that would affect him, his children, 
grandchildren and possibly others who 
work his land in the future. 
   “I have had five solar companies ap-
proach me. Each one told me what they 
would do for me. I even had one more 
today,” he said while attending a recent 
farmland owners conference in Oglesby. 
   At the event, sponsored by the Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension at Illinois Valley 
Community College, he gathered more 
information. Delphi said he is thankful 
that the responsibility of making the deci-
sion isn’t his alone. He has involved 
family members, a lawyer and his sup-
port team. 
   Delphi told FarmWeek he’s learned a 
lot during the process, studying the ease-
ments, learning about equipment and 



   Deck’s other traffic case 
of driving on a revoked li-
cense, unlawful use of 
cannabis, uninsured ve-
hicle and improper turn 

signal is to be scheduled. 
   While in court, Deck 
said to Circuit Judge Paul 
E. Bauer, “Can we extend 
the time (of his electronic 
monitoring) to no cur-
few?”  
   Stark County State’s At-
torney Austin King replied 
“No” when Bauer asked 
him about dropping 
Deck’s curfew.  
   Bauer then ruled, “I’ll 
lift the curfew.” 
   Deck was previously or-
dered to have an ankle 
monitoring device and to 
be able to do errands, etc. 
from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. then 
to be in his Wyoming 

apartment all night. Bauer 
gave no reason for his rul-
ing. Deck is now free to go 
whenever at all times 
within the bounds of the 
monitoring device. 
   William K. Skog, 19, 
was scheduled for a sched-
uling conference on Jan. 
31 to have time for his 
evaluation report to be ex-
amined by both the prose-
cution and defense. Skog 
is charged with two felony 
counts of possession of a 
stolen vehicle, felony re-
sisting police, felony ag-
gravated fleeing (two 
counts) and many misde-
meanor traffic violations. 

   Russel A. Potter, 62, was 
ordered to pay the re-
mainder owed on a 2006 
felony case. The total 
owed is $21,401, of which 
Potter has paid $9,086. 
That leaves $12,315 to pay 
by April 4.  
   Potter was found guilty 
of arson, burglary and 
damaging school property 
and violating an order of 
protection. He was sen-
tenced to prison for seven 
years for arson, seven 
years for burglary and 
three years for school 
property damage with all 
those sentences to be 
served concurrently.
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LAWS: Work-talk limits on politics, religion

COURT: Judge lifts Deck’s evening curfew
Continued from Page 1

responsibilities to the list of cate-
gories protected from discrimination 
and retaliation in the workplace. The 
new law prevents employers from 
taking adverse action against em-
ployees because of their responsibil-
ities as a caregiver for a family 
member, which could cause them to 
miss work. 
   Bill sponsor Rep. Will Guzzardi, 
D-Chicago, told a House committee 
in April that pregnant women are a 
good example of who the bill is de-
signed to help. He said pregnant 
women shouldn’t be passed up for a 
promotion or face other con-
sequences at work in anticipation that 
they will be taking time off to care 
for their baby.  

AI regulations 
   New laws governing artificial intel-
ligence take effect Jan. 1. It will be il-
legal to generate child pornography 
using AI, according to House Bill 
4623. Supporters of the bill, includ-
ing the Illinois Attorney General’s 
Office, said it is becoming more dif-
ficult to distinguish between real and 
AI-generated images.  
   They said updating Illinois’ child 
pornography laws was a necessary 
step to allow law enforcement to 
identify and prosecute child pornog-
raphy cases. 
   House Bill 4875 also adds new pro-
tections to prohibit using AI to recre-
ate a person’s voice, image or 
likeness for commercial purposes 
without the person’s consent. 
Recording artists can seek damages 
for violations of the law. 

Politics/religion at work 

   Employees can’t be required to sit 
through work meetings discussing re-
ligion or politics starting Jan. 1. Sen-
ate Bill 3649, an initiative of the 
Illinois AFL-CIO, creates new pro-
tections for employees who skip out 
on such meetings and prevents em-
ployers from retaliating against them. 
   The law does not prohibit discus-
sing religion or politics at work, but 
employees are not required to partici-
pate in the discussions if such activ-
ities are not part of their job. The law 
excludes non-profit and advocacy 
groups where politics or religion may 
be part of job. 

Coming later in 2025 
   Pritzker’s signature health reform 
package goes into effect on Jan. 1, 
but most provisions don’t have to be 
implemented until the beginning of 
2026. House Bill 5395 bans “step 
therapy,” which requires patients to 
try and fail treatments preferred by 
insurance companies before they can 
receive treatment recommended by 
their doctor. 
   It also bans insurance companies 
from requiring prior authorization for 
emergency in-patient mental health 
treatment, requires insurers to keep 
up-to-date lists of in-network pro-
viders and expands the power of the 
Illinois Department of Insurance to 
regulate premium rates. 
   Many hotels in Illinois will no 
longer be allowed to provide cus-
tomers with single-use plastic soap 
and shampoo beginning July 1 under 
Senate Bill 2960. The move is de-
signed to cut down on waste from 
single-use products. Hotels with 
fewer than 50 rooms have until 2026 
to make the change. 

Other new laws 
   • NIL money: Student athletes at 
NCAA universities can earn name, 
image and likeness money directly 
from their universities. House Bill 
307 was an initiative of the Univer-
sity of Illinois. 
   • Hearing aids: Insurance providers 
must cover medically prescribed 
hearing aids for all people under 
House Bill 2443. Coverage was pre-
viously only required for those under 
18. 
   • Gym memberships: House Bill 
4911 requires gyms and fitness 
centers to accept multiple ways for 
people to cancel their membership. 
Physical fitness locations also must 
now allow customers to cancel their 
membership by email or online. Cus-
tomers will also be allowed to submit 
written notice by mail. 
   • Subscription renewals: Busi-
nesses that offer a free trial or promo-
tional period for their product or 
service must notify customers at least 
three days before the subscription 
automatically renews at a paid rate 
under Senate Bill 2764. The law only 
applies to subscriptions longer than 
15 days. 
   • Crime victim DNA: DNA ev-
idence collected from a person who 
is the victim of a crime to aid a crim-
inal investigation cannot be entered 
into a DNA database, according to 
House Bill 1168. 
   Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, non-
partisan news service that distributes state 
government coverage to hundreds of news 
outlets statewide.
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Traffic citations & 
Ordinance violations 
   12-14 - Ana Maria Gabriela For-
tuno-Rojas - Driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, unlicensed, failure to se-
cure new registration and uninsured 
vehicle. 
   12-16 - Candy A. Taylor - Unin-
sured vehicle. 
   12-19 - Martin A. Gardner - Driv-
ing 15-20 mph above limit. 

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   12-17 - A two-vehicle accident was 
reported from the intersection of Illi-
nois Routes 17 and 78. Drivers in-
volved were Denise K. Lancaster, 50, 
of Tampico, and Michael Joseph Re-
diger, 35, of Toulon. No citations 
were issued.  
   12-18 - An abandoned vehicle was 
located by authorities on 650E north 
of Illinois Route 93. The vehicle was 
towed to the Stark County Sheriff’s 
impound lot. The owner posted the 
towing and vehicle impound fees on 
Dec. 23 totaling $350. 
   12-18 - A two-vehicle accident was 
reported from along South Franklin 
Street in Toulon from the parking lot 
at the Stark County High School. Ve-
hicle drivers involved included a 16-
year-old Wyoming teen and Alexis 
R. Martinez, 18, of LaFayette. No in-
juries were reported and no tickets 
were issued but estimated vehicle 
damage was reported at over $1,500.  
   12-18 - A complaint of possible do-
mestic violence was reported from 
the 100 block of South St. in Brad-
ford.  
   12-22 - Martin A. Gardner, 22, 
Gibson City, was ticketed for speed-
ing 70 mph in a 55 zone.  
   12-22 - Ricardo A. Isidro, 27, Park 
Forest, was cited for speeding 76 
mph in a 55 zone.  
   12-22 - Gibson R. Kluge, 26, 
Dixon, was ticketed for driving on an 
expired registration.  
   12-22 - Brianne N. Blanks, 36, Ke-
wanee, was cited for illegal adult use 
of cannabis in a vehicle by a pas-
senger.  
   12-28 - Enrique N.M.I. Rodgri-
guez, 19, Peoria, was ticketed for 
speeding 67 mph in a 45 zone.  
   12-29 - Tyronscia L. Warren, 46, 
Gulfport, Miss., was cited for speed-
ing 78 mph in a 55 zone.  

Knox County report 
   12-10 - A Galva woman was ar-
rested for multiple traffic-related of-
fenses. Jamie L. Howard, 36, was 
driving a 2017 Volkswagen Passat 
when a Knox County Sheriff’s Office 
deputy stopped it about 11:30 p.m. in 
the 2600 block of U.S. Route 34 
southwest of Altona. The deputy 
noted the vehicle registration was 
suspended, according to a sheriff’s-
office report. 
   Howard’s driver’s license also was 
suspended. Howard was cited for 
that, the suspended registration and 
for operating an uninsured motor ve-
hicle. She was transported to the 
Knox County Jail in Galesburg, and 
the vehicle was impounded. 
   12-10 - A Galva woman appeared 
to avoid injury from a single-vehicle 
accident south of Elmwood. Jessica 
J. Ince, 40, was driving a southbound 
2022 Hyundai Santa Fe shortly be-
fore 9 a.m. on Illinois Route 78 when 
she swerved to avoid a deer just 
north of the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railway viaduct. 
   The vehicle struck a BNSF-owned 

guardrail on the west side of the 
roadway, according to a Knox 
County Sheriff's Office report. Ince 
was able to drive from the scene. 
   12-4 - A rural-Galva resident re-
ported two people tried to break into 
his vehicle. The 49-year-old man, 
who resides in the 2900 block of 
Knox Road 1900 East, said he saw 
the males attempting to enter his 
Ford F-250 pickup truck about 2 a.m. 
One of the suspects was wearing a 
white hoodie, according to a Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office report. 
   Nothing was reported missing from 
the vehicle, which was locked and 
undamaged. Neither suspect entered 
it, the report stated. The owner did 
not see the suspects leave. 

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   12-16 - to the 200 block of SW 1st 
Street for a theft and burglary com-
plaint.  
   12-16 - to the 700 block of NW 4th 
Street to assist a citizen that seemed 
to be suffering from a mental health 
crisis.  
   12-17 - to the intersection of SE 1st 
Ave and SE 2nd Street for a two-ve-
hicle accident with damage only.  As 
a result, David Moreno, 20, Corpus 
Christi, TX, was issued a citation for 
failure to reduce speed to avoid an 
accident.  A crash report was com-
pleted and a stop sign had to be re-
placed by IDOT after the sign was 
knocked over as the result of this ac-
cident.  
   12-17 - Officer located a wanted 
person in the 1000 block of North 
Center Ave. As a result, Kayla 
Snider, 34, Galva, was arrested on a 
Henry Co warrant for failing to ap-
pear on the charge of resisting a po-
lice officer.  She was released with a 
new court date.  
   12-18 - to a residence on SW 6th 
Street for a medical emergency in-
volving a subject who wasn’t breath-
ing.  The subject had no signs of life.  
The coroner responded and con-
firmed the subject was deceased.   
   12-18 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 900 block of SE 2nd 
Street, Audri Roberts, 22, Kewanee, 
was cited for operating a vehicle 
when registration suspended for 
mandatory insurance and operating 
an uninsured vehicle.  She was re-
leased with a required court date.  
   12-18 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 900 block of SE 2nd 
Street, Guillermo Gonzalez-Rivera, 
39, Galva, was cited for operation of 
vehicle when registration suspended 
for mandatory insurance.  He was re-
leased with a required court date.  
   12-19 - to the 500 block of Bur-
lington Road for a physical alterca-
tion that had taken place.  The victim 
declined to prosecute.  The offender 
was served with a banning letter 
from the business.  
   12-19 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 900 block of SE 2nd 
Street, Jennifer Hooks, 35, Cam-
bridge, was cited for operating a ve-
hicle when registration suspended for 
mandatory insurance and operating 
an uninsured vehicle.  She was re-
leased with a court date.  
   12-19 - to meet with a business 
owner at the Galva PD in reference 
to banning a subject from his prop-
erty.  Officer served the written ban-
ning form to the offender.  
   12-19 - to the 100 block of NE 6th 
Street for a loose and aggressive dog 
complaint.  As the result, Bradley 
Yelm, 36, Galva, was issued an ad-

ministrative warning ticket (AWT) 
for allowing a dog to run at large.  
The dog was taken back inside the 
house.  
   12-19 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd 
Street for a 2-vehicle accident with 
damage only.  A crash report was 
completed.  
   12-20 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 00 block of SW 4th Street, 
Kelley Fredrickson, 35, Kewanee, 
was cited for operating a vehicle 
when registration was suspended for 
mandatory insurance.  She was re-
leased with a court date.  
   12-20 - to the 100 block of SE 6th 
Ave for a physical domestic distur-
bance. As the result, Jeanny Ibarra, 
37, Galva, was arrested for domestic 
battery and assault with a weapon.  
She was transported to the Henry Co 
Jail. 
   12-20 - Russell Anderson, 61, Ga-
lesburg, was issued a citation for 
speeding in the 800 block of North 
Center Ave. 
   12-21 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 900 block of North Center 
Ave, Braden Jones, 46, Galva, was 
arrested for driving while license re-
voked.  He was transported to the 
Galva PD for processing and then re-
leased with a required court date.  
   12-21 - to the 600 block of North 
Center Ave after several 911 calls 
were received reporting an accident 
involving a truck vs power pole.    
While enroute, officer was updated 
that the suspect vehicle was fleeing 
the area.  Officer located the vehicle 
several blocks away with severe 
damage.  The driver, Gary McDon-
ald, 57, Galva, was arrested for driv-
ing under the influence of drugs, 
leaving the scene of a property dam-
age accident and improper lane 
usage.  He was released with a re-
quired court date.  
   12-22 - to Sentry Estates for a wel-
fare check.  The subject was trans-
ported by ambulance.  
   12-22 - to the 500 block of SW 3rd 
Ave. for a domestic disturbance.  As 
the result, Brandon Swank, 29, 
Galva, was arrested for criminal 
damage to property and disorderly 
conduct.  He was transported to the 
Henry Co Jail.  

 Property Transfers 
   12-16 - Petersen 27, LLC to CTR 
Partnership - Pts Sect. 19-13-6 SE - 
700 E. Main St., Toulon - Considera-
tion = $2,930,372. 
   12-17 - Stefanie Krans Musselman, 
Linda K. Pyell and Susan Krans Tay-
lor to One Schott Properties, LLC - 
Pts Sect. 24-13-5 SE - Culbertson’s 
Western Add’n Block 5 Lot 1 - 903 
W. Main St., Toulon. 

Marriages 
   12-17 - Jeffery John Newlun, 
Broadwell, Ill., and Katie Annette 
Cully, of Kewanee. 
   12-18 - Burton Ross Walker and 
Nanette Ailleen Walker, both of Ke-
wanee.  

Divorce 
   12-20 - Jamie D. Cramer, Bradford 
and John H. Cramer, East Moline 
Correctional Center.
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   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
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the part of an ad in which an error 
occured. The Prairie News is an Il-
linois Press Association member.

GUEST VOICES

   The Republicans will control the 
Senate, the House and the presidency 
after the first of the year. From a po-
litical science point of view that is as 
close to absolute power by one party, 
until it isn’t.  
   The Republican Party, and espe-
cially those members in the House of 
Representatives, continues to make 
history for trying to waste political 
opportunity. The Republicans de-
stroyed their chance for political 
power when they voted Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy 
out of the speaker-
ship.  
   Give the Demo-
crats credit, under 
former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, they 
knew how to exercise power. Yes, 
they had their infighting, but when it 
came to votes on the floor they were 
unified. Even AOC and her squad fell 
in line.  
   Not so the Republicans and their 
Freedom Caucus. 
   The speakership is up for vote on 

Jan. 3. Republicans have only one 
vote they can lose to retain that 
speakership. The Freedom Caucus is 
once again threatening to withhold its 
votes, which may well mean chaos in 
Washington. Nothing happens politi-
cally in Washington without the 
speaker. The vote of the electoral col-
lege cannot be certified without a 
speaker, as the House can enact no 
business until the speaker is elected.  
   The ultimate disaster is that Donald 
Trump would not be certified as pres-
ident on his scheduled inauguration 
day of Jan. 20. These are unchartered 
waters that the nation doesn’t need to 
go down. 
   This nation has thrived on hardball 
negotiations and debate. But debate 
that has the potential of political sui-
cide is simply adverse to our Ameri-
can concept of democracy. The first 
rule of government is that the govern-
ment must survive whatever actions 
its representatives enact. 
   Letting the Squad on the Demo-
cratic side or the Freedom Caucus on 

the Republican side dictate policy of 
the party is simply asinine and should 
not be allowed to prevail. Both politi-
cal parties need to realize that this na-
tion is centrist. The nation wants a 
dominant working class that protects 
those in need and affords opportunity 
for those who desire to work.  
   Elites from either end of the spec-
trum are not what the American pub-
lic is seeking for governance. The 
public wants stability in government 
and a government that protects the 
downtrodden and provides a helping 
hand, not a handout.  
   My observation is that the Freedom 
Caucus is overly concerned with the 
handouts and the Squad views all as 
downtrodden and in need of govern-
ment assistance. Neither position will 
work in the long term.   
   The pressing issue for this week is 
that the Republicans need to elect a 
Speaker of the House and get on with 
business. 
   Richard Koritz is an Illinois native and 
former DeWitt County State’s Attorney.

Republicans may be wasting an opportunity

Richard 
KORITZ

   Rambling through central Illinois, 
marveling that we are 25 years into 
the 21st century. 

•  •  • 
   Between basketball games last 
weekend, I wandered through Prince-
ville’s Stevens Square Park and was 
impressed by the 
collection of 
Christmas trees 
there. More than 
that, I was moved 
by several memo-
rial trees dec-
orated in honor of 
deceased family 
members. The 
creative decora-
tions and personal 
touches that make each tree different 
are truly wonderful expressions of 
love that are a needed contrast to the 
crass commercialism of the season. 
Next year, I’m making a point to visit 
Stevens Square before Christmas 
when the lights are shining bright.  

•  •  • 
   Speaking of basketball, it was grat-
ifying seeing Princeville girls coach 
John Gross pick up his 900th win last 
week, even though it came at Elm-
wood’s expense. As is always the 
case for a team Gross is coaching, 
this edition of the Lady Princes has 
improved dramatically since the start 
of the season. Unlike post-dominated 
Princeville teams of recent years, 
Gross switched to a pressure defense 
because that’s what his players are 
better suited to run. Adaptability is 
the sign of a good coach and helps 
explain why Gross has been able to 
win so many games. So does his ex-
planation of why, at age 75, he is still 
barking out instructions. “There were 
some years in there I didn’t get to 
coach,” he said. “And I knew when I 
was sitting out I wanted to come 
back. I just love coaching. I just love 
the game. It’s been a lot of fun.”  

•  •  • 
   Earlier this year, several of you re-

plied to a query for stories about 
Elmwood Bowl, which operated 
from the early 1930s through the late 
1990s at 201 S. Magnolia St. What I 
expected were stories of 300 games 
and league championships. Mostly 
what I heard, though, were nostalgic 
recollections of “hanging out” and 
even fond memories from people 
who worked there setting pins. Simi-
lar reverence is accorded the bowling 
alley that once operated in Toulon. 
The general consensus in both towns 
is that it’s too bad there’s not some-
place similar today where kids could 
hang out or work. I mention this be-
cause a week off from publishing 
gave us time to install my new desk 
at our Elmwood office. The desktop 
was once an alley at Elmwood Bowl. 
It is in good company, since part of a 
lane from Toulon serves as a rolling 
table elsewhere in the office. If only 
those alleys could talk 
   Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040 
or jeff@wklypost.com  

Jeff 
LAMPE

Of a loving tradition, 900 wins & alleys that talk

To the Editor: 
   As a member of the Boyd’s Grove 
United Methodist Church and one of 
many who helped organize and pres-
ent the Live Nativity at the beginning 
of the Christmas season, I want to 
share some follow up information to 
all who attended.  
   First, thank you for coming out on 
such a cold evening. We had 476 
people attend this year and your gen-
erous donations amounted to 
$2,780.16.  
   We split the amount three ways and 

we were able to donate $926.72 to 
each of the following: the Bradford 
Community Scholarship Fund in 
honor of Kaden Wall, the Bradford 

Betterment Committee and the Brad-
ford Community Food Pantry.  
   Thank you again for joining us in 
commemoration of the First Christ-
mas and for donating so generously. 
We hope you had a great Christmas 
and we wish everyone a happy new 
year! 

– Deb Grunloh, Bradford 
The Prairie News welcomes  

letters to the editor.  
Email to jeff@wklypost.com  

or mail to: The Prairie News101 West 
Main Street, PO Box 240, 

 Toulon, Illinois 61483 

Boyd’s Grove UMC Nativity raises $2,780.16
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Pages From the Past Compiled by John A. Ballentine

5 Years Ago in 2020 
   • A new Illinois law allows for the 
regulated sale to, and possession of, 
recreational marijuana for those 
over 21 years of age.    
   • For the third consecutive year, 
Galva is awarded a grant to host the 
Levitt AMP Galva Music Series of 
summer concerts by the Mortimer 
& Mimi Levitt Foundation. 
   • Fundraising efforts for a new 
stage at Wiley Park in Galva are 
concluded after Galva-based Pre-
ferred Home Health Care donates 
$100,000 to fund the build. 
   • Carol Rice of Toulon is elected 
president of the Stark County His-
torical Society. 
10 Years Ago in 2015 
   • A new law in Illinois increases 
the speed limit to 70 mph on toll-
ways and interstates. 
   • Melissa Nagode, Stacy Unhold 
and Sheila Rumbold project the 
opening of a new Wyoming Coffee 
Bar to be known as One Eleven 
Coffee on North 7th Street. 
   • Fulvio Zerla is appointed to the 
Stark County board by Coleen 
Magnussen, while newly elected 
member Al Curry is seated. 
   • The Double A Farm of Doug 
and Jane Murray west of Toulon 
purchased its first Clydesdale mare. 
(They have added several more 
over the years.) 
   • The Stark County High School 
gymnasium is named after “An ad-

mired Man – Glenn Buchert.” 
Simply known as Mr. B, he taught 
science and was later guidance 
counselor from 1964-2009 for a 
total of 45 years. 
25 Years Ago in 2000 
   • A rural West Jersey couple sues 
Stark County over a zoning dispute. 
Robert and Linda Schneider sought 
to expand their Rainbow Resource 
Center business, a supplier of 
home-schooling supplies. Increased 
traffic was an issue. 
   • Michael Dempsey resigns as 
Bradford’s School District superin-
tendent without explanation. Gary 
Hughes replaces Dempsey. 
   • Toulon’s Kim Wallace-Becker is 
honored by Quad City newspapers 
as 1999 Sportswoman of the Year. 
She specialized in the pole vault 
and hoped to make the 2000 U.S. 
Olympic team. 
   • Wyoming’s St. Dominic’s Cath-
olic Church unveiled plans to build 
a parish hall. 
35 Years Ago in 1990 
   • Wyoming High School seeks 
consolidation with either Princeville 
or Toulon-LaFayette High Schools. 
Wyoming also sought a cooperative 
football team with Princeville and 
agreed to join with Princeville. 
   • Toulon’s Andrew Colgan joins 
The State Bank of Toulon as a loan 
staff member. 
   • The former Wyoming High 
School building’s existence was in 

question when the Stark County 
School District considered aban-
doning the structure in favor of con-
structing a new school building. 
   • Jim and Lynn White open the 
Covered Bridge restaurant in Wyo-
ming. They previously ran The 
Country Ridge restaurant in Edel-
stein. 
40 Years Ago in 1985 
   • No newspaper was published in 
Stark County between mid-1984 to 
1987. 
50 Years Ago in 1975 
   • New hours were published in 
The Stark County News newspaper 
for the Toulon Locker by owner 
Frank Hoffman. 
   • Some Stark County businesses 
advertising in the local newspapers 
were: Bradford’s Woodford Sales & 
Service, Toulon’s Collins Imple-
ment, Wyoming’s Colgan Com-
pany, Bill Greek Chevrolet in 
Bradford, Ben Carmack Ford in 
Wyoming and Young’s Buick and 
Pontiac Sales and Service in Tou-
lon. 
   • The Toulon-LaFayette board of 
education raised hot lunch prices 5 
cents to 50 cents for grades 1-6, 55 
cents for grades 7 and 8, 60 cents 
for grades 9-12 and 75 cents for 
adults. 
   • Local Stark County Lions’ 
Clubs advertised their pancake and 
sausage brunches for a donation of 
$1.50. 

ADVERTISE! CALL (309) 286-2185



Illinois gun hunters  
shot 82,496 whitetails 
   SPRINGFIELD – Hunters in Illi-
nois took a preliminary total of 
82,496 deer during the seven-day 
2024 Illinois firearm season that con-
cluded Dec. 8. Comparatively, 
hunters harvested 76,494 deer during 
the 2023 firearm season. 
   The preliminary harvest for the sec-
ond segment of the 2024 firearm sea-
son Dec. 5-8 was 27,835 compared 
with 22,883 deer harvested during 
the second part of the 2023 season. 
   The preliminary harvest for the first 
segment of this year’s firearm season 
Nov. 22-24 was 54,661 deer. 
   Hunters shot 1,109 deer in Knox 
County (down 69 from 2023), 1,990 
in Fulton County (up 156), 851 in 
Peoria County (down seven), 216 in 
Stark County (up 21) and 459 in 
Henry County (down five). 

College honors 
   • Lena Becker of Toulon made 

the Dean’s list (3.4 gpa or better) at 
the   University of Wisconsin-White-
water for the fall 2024 semester. 
Cambridge museum 
features new exhibit 
   CAMBRIDGE – The Cambridge 
Natural History Museum has 
opened a new exhibit called “The 
Lives and Discoveries of Famous 
Paleontologists.”    Museum Cu-
rator Anderson Taylor will make a 
special presentation 
on Saturday, Jan. 
11, from 1-2 p.m. at 
the museum, lo-
cated at 132 W. 
Center St. in  Cam-
bridge. 
   The exhibit delves 
into the work of re-
nowned paleontolo-
gists, including Robert Tully, 
Barnum Brown, Dean Lomax and 
William Hammer.  
   Taylor, a young and passionate 
paleontologist, will discuss the lives 

of these famed paleontologits, their 
contributions to science and the im-
pact of their discoveries on our un-
derstanding of Earth’s prehistoric 
past, 
   The exhibit is supported by an 
Activate History microgrant from 
Illinois Humanities. 
   The museum also features a col-
lection of fossils, minerals and 
Native American artifacts. 
   This event is free and open to the 
public. Light refreshments will be 
served. 

Masks being required 
at all OSF hospitals 
   As of Dec. 31, all employees, pa-
tients and visitors at OSF Health 
Care hospitals are required to wear 
masks due to widespread respira-
tory illnesses, including COVID-19, 
influenza and RSV. 
   Additionally, OSF is implement-
ing a temporary visitor restriction: 
only two visitors (age 18 and over) 
per patient at a time. 
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BRIEFS

enough electricity is available – in 
the right place and at the right times 
of day. 
   “If we don’t continue finding 
other ways of energy – making sure 
we can store it in some way – we’re 
going to see that supply and de-
mand kind of thing,” Rep. Barbara 
Hernandez, an Aurora Democrat 
and sponsor of a bill to incentivize 
energy storage, told Capitol News 
Illinois. “We’ll see a lot of demand, 
but the supply will not be there and 
it’s going to create a lot of black-
outs in our communities. But also, 
our families are going to be paying 

the price and we’re going to see an 
increase in utilities.” 
   Several factors contribute to the 
concern over the grid’s future. A 
growing number of data centers in 
the U.S. and in Illinois are demand-
ing massive amounts of energy. The 
state’s fossil fuel industry is – by 
design – in decline. And backlogs at 
regional grid operators have de-
layed renewable electricity genera-
tion from coming online. 
   The state also isn’t bringing re-
newable energy online quickly 
enough, according to a lead sponsor 
of the Climate and Equitable Jobs 
Act – Gov. JB Pritzker’s marquee 

climate legislation that seeks to de-
carbonize the state’s electric grid by 
2045. 
   Lawmakers, meanwhile, are hur-
riedly working to find solutions that 
could be rolled out quickly to keep 
electricity reliable and affordable. 
   A short lame-duck legislative ses-
sion tentatively planned for Jan. 4-7 
could become an energy policy bat-
tleground with long-term con-
sequences.  
   But the tight timeline could cause 
the legislative process to drag into 
Springfield’s regular session as a 
new General Assembly is sworn in 
on Jan. 8. 

Continued from Page 1

ENERGY: Data centers need ample power

Taylor



construction and details 
about decommissioning. 
   “I’m in my 70s. This 
project will last at least 40 
years,” he said of the care 
he is taking for his three 
sons and five grandchil-
dren. 
   The company they have 
chosen practices agrivol-
taics, the dual use of land 
for solar energy production 
and agriculture. They will 
likely graze sheep initially, 
but more research is being 
done on short corn varie-
ties and other crops that 
might be compatible with 
the solar system, said Del-
phi, who likes the idea of 
the contracted land still 
being used for farming. 
   During his presentation, 
Garrett Thalgott, assistant 
general counsel for Illinois 
Farm Bureau, emphasized 
the importance of asking 
questions and having a 
good team when consider-
ing signing a solar project 
contract. 
   Insurance is something to 
consider. It is important to 
discuss a solar contract 
with your insurance com-
pany and attorney and see 
what is covered by the 
energy company and what 
changes might need to be 
made to the farmer’s or 
landowner’s policy. 
   Also, be sure to look at 
the acreage guarantees. It’s 
important to know if five 
or 50 acres are guaranteed 
to be involved in the con-
tract. 
   In terms of compensation 

for land rented, it is impor-
tant for landowners to have 
an escalation provision, so 
the rental price keeps up 
with rising rates of rent 
over the next 50 years, the 
IFB attorney told Farm-
Week. 
   Thalgott agreed it is im-
portant to be clear on the 
details of decommission-
ing when in some cases it 
won’t happen for as many 
as 60 years. The energy 
company might be sold by 
then and other generations 
might be farming. 
   Some landowners may 
be against putting solar 
farms on agricultural land, 
but eminent domain is not 
available to solar devel-
opers. The landowner has 
the right to choose what is 
right for his farming opera-
tion for the future and how 
to use his or her property 
rights, Thalgott told Farm-
Week. 
   Mary Ludwig, an attor-

ney and partner with 
Johnson & Taylor in Pon-
tiac, compared property 
rights to a “bundle of 
sticks.” That bundle in-
cludes air, water and min-
eral rights in the present 
and future, she told land-
owners at the conference. 
   As for solar and wind 
contracts, Ludwig offered 
many of the same cautions 
as the IFB counsel. She 
said to make sure attorney 
fees are considered in the 
contract costs to under-
stand the contract length 
and provisions of decom-
missioning. 
   “About one-third of land-
owners receive a letter 
from an energy company,” 

Elizabeth Strom, an Ac-
credited Farm Manager 
and vice president of Mur-
ray Wise Associates LLC 
in Champaign told land-
owners in attendance. 
   “Before you sign, make 
sure you fully understand 
the contract,” Strom said. 
   This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project be-
tween Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming news, 
visit FarmWeekNow.com.
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Farmland surrounds a homestead in Vermilion County. A recent 
farmland owners conference in Oglesby provided key tips for owners 
interested in new opportunities. Photo by Catrina Rawson.

Continued from Page 1

SOLAR: Consult an attorney and insurance



LEGAL ADS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
ESTATE OF KEITH D. ORR,              
Deceased.                                        
No. 2024P121 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Keith D. Orr. Letters of Office were 
issued on November 26, 2024 to 
Dianna Orr and Lorie Manthe as 
Independent Representatives 
whose attorneys are Barash & 
Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before June 5th, 2025. Any claim 
not filed by that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ 
service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:  

http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 12/13, 12/20/24, 1/3/25 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
Estate of LYNN M. YELM,  
deceased 
No. 2024-PR-125 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
LYNN M. YELM.  Letters of Office 
were issued on December 12, 
2024, to Casey J. Pozzi, 18205 
2400 East St., Princeton, IL 61356, 
as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Michael Massie, 
Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. Box 
205, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Henry County 
Courthouse, 307 W. Center St., 
Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the 
representative, or both, within six 
months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 

filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed. 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
P.O. Box 205 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 12/20, 1/3, 1/10/25 

• • • 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

ESTATE OF WALTER J. 
VERVYNCK,                 Deceased.    
    No. 2024P120 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Walter J. VerVynck. Letters of 
Office were issued on December 
17, 2024 to Misty Patterson as 
Independent Representative whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, 
LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or 
before June 27th, 2025. Any claim 
not filed by that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
Visit: 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/servic
e-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor   
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 1/3, 1/10,1/17/25 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
STATE BANK OF TOULON, 
Plaintiff,                        
Case No. 2024FC30 
v.                                                     

THOMAS M. MADSEN; KYLE 
WHITMARSH; STEPHANIE 
WHITMARSH; PARTIES IN 
POSSESSION; INTERESTED 
PERSONS; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD  
CLAIMANTS,                
Defendants.                                     

NOTICE OF COURT SALE 
[Code Civ. Proc. §15-1507] 

   PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given 
that pursuant to the Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered by the Court in 
the above-captioned matter, the 
property hereinafter-described, or 
so much thereof as shall be 
sufficient to satisfy said Judgment, 
will be sold to the highest bidder. 
  1. The name, address, and 
telephone number of the person to 
contact for information regarding 
the real estate is: Mark Rewerts, 
Sr. Vice Pres. & CBO, State Bank 
of Toulon, 102 W. Main St., Toulon 
IL 61483 / 309-852-3366. 
   2. The property is located in 
Henry County - common address: 
205 W. Court St., Cambridge IL 
61238.  
   3. The legal description of the 
real estate is:  
   Lot 4 of Subdivision of Lot 4 of 
the Original Town, now Village, of 
Cambridge, Henry County, Illinois  
PIN: 18-07-329-003     
  4. The real estate may not be 
inspected prior to sale unless 
arrangements are made. 
   5.The date and time of the sale 
is: February 4, 2025, at 9:00 AM.  
   6. The sale will be conducted by 
the Henry County Sheriff in the 
Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, IL. 
   7. The terms of the sale are: This 
is an “as is” sale for “cash.” The 
successful bidder must deposit 
10% down by certified funds at 
time of sale with balance to be 
paid, by certified funds, in full 
within 24 hours from the time of 
sale upon delivery of possession 
and warranty deed. The subject 
property is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the Court. Real estate taxes to be 
prorated to date of closing. Any 
statements made at time of sale 
will supersede any previously 
advertised or announced. 
   8. Title will be conveyed subject 
to all general real estate taxes 
which are a lien upon the real 
estate, but have not yet become 
due and payable, and special 
assessments, if any, and 

easements and restrictions of 
record. 
   Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.  
   The successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession 
of the subject premises.  
   If you are the mortgagor 
(homeowner), you have the right 
to remain in possession for 30 
days after entry of an order of 
possession, in accordance with 
Section 15-1701(c) of the Illinois 
Mortgage Foreclosure Law. 
   Zachary L. Lessard (ARDC 
#6325734)  
Barash & Everett, LLC / Attys for 
Plaintiff  
211 W. 2nd St., Kewanee IL 61443 
Ph: 309-852-5555 / 
zac@barashlaw.com 
Published 1/3, 1/10,1/17/25 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
ESTATE OF MARVIN L. SHULTS, 
2024PR17 
DECEASED.                                     

CLAIM NOTICE 
   Notice is given of the death of 
MARVIN L. SHULTS, Stark County, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office were 
issued on December 20, 2024, to 
ROGER E. SHULTS of 7679 
Township Road 900 North, Toulon, 
IL 61483, as Executor, whose 
attorney is Curtis J. Ford of Nash 
Bean Ford & Brown, LLP, 445 U. 
S. Hwy. 6 East, P.O. Box 63, 
Geneseo, IL 61254. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Circuit Clerk's office, 
Stark County Court House, Toulon, 
Illinois, 61483 or with the 
representative or both, on or 
before the 5th day of July, 2025, 
or, if mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the representative is required 
by Section 18-3 of the Probate Act 
of 1975, the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been 
filed. 
   To e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider.  Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov 

/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider.  If you need additional 
help to have trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp.  
   Roger E. Shults, as Executor of 
the Marvin L. Shults Estate 
 
Curtis J. Ford 
NASH BEAN FORD & BROWN, LLP 
Attorneys for Representative 
445 US Hwy 6 East 
P.O. Box 63 
Geneseo, IL  61254 
Phone: (309) 944-2188 
Email: cford@nashbeanford.com  
Published 1/3, 1/10,1/17/25 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CITY OF KEWANEE, ILLINOIS,  
an Illinois Municipal corporation,    
Plaintiff,                                           
                                IN CHANCERY 
                    Case No. 24-OV-102K 
vs.                                                   
DANIEL L. NYERT,                          
Defendant                                        
NOTICE OF PROPERTY CLEAN-UP 

BY PUBLICATION 
   The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, 
Daniel L. Nyert, all Non-Record 
Claimants, and all Unknown 
Owners, Defendants in the above-
entitled cause, that the 
above-entitled property clean-up 
action was filed and is now 
pending. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the 
Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are 
identified above. 
   2. The name of the titleholder of 
record: Daniel L. Nyert 
   3. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:  
Lot Number Nine (9) in Block Five 
(5) of Bauer’s Third Addition to the 
City of Kewanee, situated in the 
County of Henry in the State of 
Illinois.  
   4. A common address or 
description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows: 510 E. 9th 
St., Kewanee, IL 61443. 
    NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Defendants, Non-Record 
Claimants, and Unknown Owners, 
file your answer to the Petition for 
Order of Demolition in this cause 
or otherwise make your 
appearance therein, with the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, 401 E 3rd St, 
Kewanee, IL 61443, on or before 
30 days after the date of this 
publication, or a default may be 
entered. 
                       /S/ Terilyn A. Motley 
                                    Circuit Clerk 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W 2nd St 
Kewanee, IL 61443  
Phone:  309/852-5555 
Published 1/3, 1/10,1/17/25 
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OBITUARIES
Alan E. Dean 

    WYOMING – Alan E. Dean, 87, of 
Wyoming, passed away on Dec. 22, 
2024, at Arcadia Care in Toulon. 
Alan was born Sept. 25, 1937, in Ke-
wanee, to the late Carl and Ruth 
(Etter) Dean. In March of 1955, he 
married Leona 
Paulson, and they 
later divorced.  
   Together they 
had five children, 
Mikel Dean of 
Mount Vernon, 
Paul Dean of Ke-
wanee, Lowell 
(Linda) Dean of 
Toulon, Merlyn (Sheila) Dean of 
Woodhull and Cheryl Robsen of 
Galva.  
   On Nov. 22, 1974, he married Patti 
(Wilkinson) Storey in Wyoming. 
They just celebrated their 50th anni-
versary. She survives along with 
three children, Randy (Drinda) Sto-
rey of Toulon, Sally (Rob) Ramsey 
of Kewanee and Theresa (Dana) Sto-
rey of Jacksonville, Fla. 
   Further surviving Alan are 13 
grandchildren; many great-grandchil-
dren; two brothers, Carl (Judy) Dean 
of Fla., and Owen (Sheila) Dean of 
Arkansas; and many nieces and 
nephews.  
   Aside from his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by two sisters, Mary-
ella Goldsmith and Lysandra (Omer) 
Hebert; and three grandchildren, Jo-
seph Dean, Nicole Dean and Robert 
Dean. 
   Following graduation from We-
thersfield High School, Alan went to 
work at Caterpillar Inc. in the ap-
prentice program, where he super-
vised until his retirement in 1987, 
after 30 years of work. He also 
worked as a maintenance man for 
many years at Toulon Health Care 
Center.  
   He enjoyed feeding the birds, mak-
ing birdhouses and gifting them to 
friends and family, and going shoot-
ing at the Chillicothe Sportsmen’s 
Club. He was a good neighbor and 
enjoyed helping others. Alan served 
as a trustee at the Wyoming United 
Methodist Church, where he was a 
lifetime member.  
   Funeral services were Dec. 27, 
2024, at Wyoming United Methodist 
Church. Rev. Rebecca Klemm offici-
ated. Burial followed in Wyoming 
Cemetery. Haskell Funeral and Cre-
mation Services in Wyoming is as-
sisting the family with arrangements. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Wyoming Methodist 
Church.  
   To leave condolences for Alan’s 
family, please visit www.haskellfun-
eral.com. 

Donald K. England 
    GALVA – Donald K. England, 98, 
of Galva, died at 1:30 a.m., Tuesday, 
Dec. 24, 2024, at Mercer Manor Re-
habilitation in Aledo. 
   He was born on April 21, 1926, in 
Galesburg, the son of Keith A. and 
Miriam A. (Eck) England. He mar-

ried LaWanda I. Dempsey on May 
12, 1946, in Knoxville, Ill., and she 
preceded him in death on March 16, 
2005. He later married Peggy Ann 
Shields in October 2006.  
   Survivors include his wife of 
Galva; his son, Michael E. England 
of Scottsdale, Ariz.; his two daugh-
ters, Karen S. (Jack) Hawkins of 
Bishop Hill and Maradell I. (Perry) 
Peters of Phoenix, Ariz.; six grand-
children, Sheriess (Tom) Croke, Lane 
(Jason) Redmon, Matthew England, 
Carlee Hawkins, Craig (Tammy) 
Hawkins and Curtis Hawkins; and 
two great-grandchildren, Viola Croke 
and Barrett Redmon.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
two brothers, Eugene and David 
England. 
   Don graduated from Williamsfield 
High School in 1944. He served his 
country in the U.S. Army from 1944-
46, during World War II in the ETO 
2nd Infantry Division, 23rd Infantry, 
obtaining the rank of sergeant.  
   He farmed in the area from 1947-
78, and worked for the Henry County 
Highway Department from 1978-90 
and later for the Illinois Crop Associ-
ation from 1993 until his retirement.  
   He was a member of the First 
United Methodist Church in Galva 
and its Married Folks Class. He was 
a member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, was a past grand and 
past district grand of the 40&8 and a 
member of the Galva American Le-
gion Hagberg-Hamlin Post 45. He 
was a member of the Henry County 
Farm Bureau, a past Knox County 
Farm Bureau director and a trustee of 
Weller Township. 
   Cremation will be accorded and 
private inurnment will be held at 
Galva Cemetery at a later date. Mili-
tary rites will be accorded by the 
Galva Fusiliers. Memorials may be 
directed to the First United Methodist 
Church in Galva or to the 
Alzheimer’s Association.  
   Rux Funeral Home in Galva is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Patti J. Streitmatter 
    WYOMING – Patti Jane Streit-
matter, 70, of Wyoming, passed away 
unexpectedly at her home at 6:54 
a.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024. 
Patti was born on April 6, 1954, in 
Kewanee to George E. and Anna Bell 
(Harvey) Updyke. She married Ross 
Alan Streitmatter 
on Dec. 22, 1973, 
at the Wyoming 
United Methodist 
Church; he sur-
vives.  
   Also surviving 
are two daughters, 
Amy (Jeff) Buss 
of Shell Rock, 
Iowa, and Shelley (Christopher) Mar-
lowe of Miami Springs, Fla.; one 
son, Daniel (Aimee Shane) Streit-
matter; six grandchildren, Ethan 
Buss, Abigail Buss, Ella Marlowe, 
Wyatt Marlowe, Jaxton Streitmatter 
and Mira Streitmatter; two sisters, 
Sandra Browning of Wyoming and 

Cheryl (Rich) Winter of Dunlap; 
sister-in-law, Dodie (James) Melton 
of Wyoming; brother-in-law, Kurt 
(Marilyn) Streitmatter of Wyoming; 
and several nieces and nephews.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents and one brother-in-law, 
Thomas Browning.  
   Patti graduated from Wyoming 
High School and Universal Career 
College. She previously worked as a 
bookkeeper at Universal Career Col-
lege in Peoria and Breeze Illinois-
LG, Inc. in Wyoming. Most recently, 
she worked at Lillie M. Evans Li-
brary District in Princeville as a 
bookkeeper and library assistant until 
her retirement in 2021, after 34 years.  
   She was a member of the Wyoming 
United Methodist Church where she 
taught Sunday school for two years, 
was on the building committee and 
served as a church council member 
for three years and council chair for 
two. Additionally, she was a Girl 
Scout leader as well as a member of 
the Valley Parent club and the Stark 
County Home Extension. She also 
served on the school board for both 
Valley Grade School and Stark 
County CUSD 100, where she served 
as secretary and president.  
   She enjoyed genealogy, cooking 
and baking, going on drives and cro-
cheting. But her greatest joy was 
spending time with her children and 
grandchildren.  
   Patti’s funeral service was Dec. 23, 
2024, at Wyoming United Methodist 
Rev. Rebecca Klemm officiated. Vis-
itation was Dec. 22, 2024, on Patti 
and Ross’s 51st wedding anniversary, 
at Haskell Funeral & Cremation 
Services in Wyoming. Burial was in 
Streitmatter Cemetery in rural 
Princeville.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to The A.R.K. in Lacon or the 
Wyoming United Methodist Church.  
   To leave condolences for Patti’s 
family, please visit www.haskellfun-
eral.com. 

December R. Tracy 
    TOULON – December R. Tracy, 
20, of Toulon, died Dec. 19, 2024, 
in the emergency room at OSF 
Saint Luke Medical Center in Ke-
wanee. 
   She was born on Aug.18, 2004, in 
Galesburg. Survivors include her 
mother, Rhiannon Tracy (Jeremy 
Petty); her three sisters, Alexia, 
Payton and Madyson; her grandpar-
ents, Joe and Donna Tracy; her 
aunts, Mindy “Fern” Jones, Stacie 
Bloome and Sheena Murphy; an 
uncle, Christopher Tracy; and her 
godmother, Monica Thumma. 
   December graduated from Stark 
County High School in 2022 and at-
tended Black Hawk College East 
Campus. She worked as a clerk at 
Dollar General in Wyoming. 
   Cremation will be accorded and 
no services are planned at this time. 
Memorials may be directed to the 
Stark County 4-H Junior Fair.

  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 
 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Art Blegen 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 

(309) 896-3481 
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 
 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night Fellowship & Prayer 5:30 

Kids Club 309 5:15 checkin to 7:00 p.m. 
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School   10:30 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m.,   Sun. at 9 a.m.,   Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 

newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 
 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 

 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Dean

Streitmatter
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SERVICES 

• SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. Call 
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531. 
• MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA 
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit.  Prices 
start as low as $9,525! Call today 
(309) 565-4300. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 
and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364. 

FOR RENT 

• TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom 

apartment for rent in Toulon, 105 
E. Main. Call (309) 678-1831 

FOR SALE 

• Looking for someone trying to 
make their life better. Lots of nice 
womens clothes, sizes 6 to 10, 
shoes, sizes 6 to 7, household 
items, antique collectibles, over 
200 collectible pigs, antique 
cookie jars, several 100 pieces of 
Jewel Tea, will sell separately, old 
fashion costume jewelry from 30s 
& 40s, two handmade quilts from 
early 1800s to 1900s, never used, 
always bagged, twin quilt with 
matching shams, hand embroi-
dered squares by me, put together 
by my grandmother, lots of an-
tiques in back in tents under tarps 
too. Affordable prices, no decent 
offer refused. Shown by appoint-
ment, call D at (309) 206-6537 or 
(309) 932-1003

CLASSIFIEDS

By BEN SZALINSKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   SPRINGFIELD – The minimum 
wage in Illinois increased to $15 an 
hour on Jan. 1, completing a six-year 
transition period since the increase 
was approved in 2019. 
   Beginning New Year’s Day, Illinois 
workers making minimum wage saw 
wages rise by $1 and tipped workers 
saw their paychecks bump to $9 an 
hour. Youth workers under 18 who 
work fewer than 650 hours a year 
will have a $13 minimum wage. 
   The final increase, ending a six-
year ramp which began with the 
minimum wage rising from $8.25 to 
$9.25 on Jan. 1, 2020, puts a bow on 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s first major legis-
lative victory. He signed the wage in-
crease in February 2019 about a 
month after being sworn in for his 
first term, checking off a top cam-
paign promise. 
   “Since day one of my administra-
tion, I’ve made it my mission to 
build an economy that works for ev-

eryone and raising the minimum 
wage to $15 an hour fulfills that 
promise to our working families,” 
Pritzker said in a statement. “This in-
crease honors the workers who 
power our state and ensures they can 
better support their families, bringing 
us closer to a stronger, more equi-
table economy for all.” 
   Illinois is one of 10 states with a 
minimum wage of $15 or greater, ac-
cording to the National Employment 
Law Project. Twenty-two other states 
also increased their wages on Jan. 1. 
   The minimum wage increase is one 
of many economic changes that have 
happened since 2019, including ef-
fects of the pandemic, Illinois 
Chamber of Commerce CEO Lou 
Sandoval told Capitol News Illinois. 
He said those have caused businesses 
to adjust their operations in a variety 
of ways, such as increasing automa-
tion. 
   Illinois job growth has been slow 
since October 2019, according to a 
November report by the Commission 

on Government Forecasting and Ac-
countability. The state has seen a net 
increase of 28,700 jobs from October 
2019 through October 2024. That’s a 
growth rate of 0.5%, compared to the 
national rate of 4.9%. 
   The rate of new job postings by 
businesses at the beginning of the 
year will shed some light on how the 
jump to $15 on Jan. 1 is impacting 
business operations, Sandoval said. 
   To help small businesses with the 
change, the state provides a tax credit 
through 2027 to businesses with 50 
or fewer employees for wages paid to 
minimum-wage workers. 
   The 2019 minimum wage law 
marked the first increase since the 
wage hit $8.25 in 2010. Senate Ma-
jority Leader Kimberly Lightford, D-
Westchester, introduced a bill to raise 
it to $15 an hour in 2017 that was 
passed by the General Assembly and 
vetoed by Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner. Lightford sponsored the ini-
tiative again in 2019. 

Illinois minimum wage increases to $15

By GREG BISHOP 
The Center Square 

   SPRINGFIELD – With Illinois 
legislators scheduled back to the 
Capitol Saturday, Jan. 4, some are 
watching what the lame-duck session 
could mean for gun-control laws. 
   During the previous lame-duck ses-
sion in early January 2023, legis-
lators approved a ban on certain 
semi-automatic firearms and maga-
zines. That measure continues to be 
challenged in the courts. 
   Before adjourning the fall veto ses-
sion last month, state Rep. Daniel Di-
dech, D-Buffalo Grove, said 
legislators should approve an expan-
sion of the state’s red flag law. 
   “That will clarify and strengthen 
the law to require a firearm to be re-
moved when a domestic violence 
survivor is granted the firearm 
remedy in an order of protection,” 
Didech said. “I understand that this is 
a complex issue, but the time to get 

this done is now.” 
   Current law already requires sub-
jects of an order of protection to turn 
over their firearms. The proposed 
measure would require police to go 
and take possession of firearms in 
such instances. 
   The Illinois State Rifle Associa-
tion’s Ed Sullivan said this is a 
“straight confiscation” proposal. 
   “And the Supreme Court ruled in 
Rahimi v. United States that those 
charged with domestic violence can 
be temporarily disarmed as well, as-
suming they have due process, mean-
ing a hearing,” Sullivan told The 
Center Square. “So that’s kind of the 
problems we see with this bill.” 
   Gun control advocacy group One 
Aim Illinois said in a statement the 
measure should pass. 
   “We will continue our work to pass 
Karina’s Bill, a lifesaving piece of 
legislation that helps to remove fire-
arms from situations where domestic 

violence is present,” said Yolanda 
Androzzo, executive director of One 
Aim Illinois. 
   Two other measures, one requiring 
quicker lost and stolen reporting and 
another requiring firearms to be 
locked up in certain circumstances, 
are opposed by ISRA. 
   State Sen. Andrew Chesney, R-
Freeport, said such measures won’t 
make the public safer. 
   “This is nothing to sell it to subur-
ban limousine liberals that they’re 
going to be safer because they’ve 
disarmed law-abiding citizens and it 
will do nothing, it will have zero im-
pact on the safety in their commu-
nity,” Chesney said. 
   Legislators can pass new bills out 
of both chambers between Jan. 4 and 
when the 103rd General Assembly 
ends Jan. 7.  
   New legislation can be filed begin-
ning Jan. 8, when the new General 
Assembly is seated.

More gun-control efforts possible for Illinois
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   The standard Galva de-
fense is a 1-3-1 zone it 
tweaks depending on the 
opponent. The Wildcats 
played man-to-man de-
fense Dec. 21 at Elmwood, 
which won 65-51 to give 
them their second defeat of 
the season. 
   Nothing was clicking 
that night for Galva, 
McClintic said. The game 
was tied 30-30 with 3:08 
left in the third quarter. But 
over the following 1:05, 
four Elmwood players 
combined to score nine in 
a row. The Trojans didn’t 
trail after that.  
   For the game, Elmwood 
was 22-for-34 on free 
throws and Galva was 7-
for-10. Harris and Sloan 
fouled out and accounted 
for 10 of the Wildcats’ 25 
fouls. Elmwood was as-
sessed 14 fouls. 
   “We just came out slow, 
with no energy,” McClintic 
said. “We just had an off 
game. It happens. You 
can’t blame a game on 
fouls, no matter how one-
sided they were.” 
   Louck had 19 points to 
lead Galva. 
   Galva defeated Midland 
59-38 on Dec. 23 behind 
12 points each from Louck 
and Sloan. On Dec. 19, 
Galva beat La Moille-Ohio 
68-40 as Stahl had 24 
points, Louck scored 15 
and Sloan scored 10. 
   The Wildcats play to-
night (Jan. 3) at home 
against Brimfield (9-4), 
which McClintic called a 
good test.  
  • SC boys – The Rebels 
went 0-4 in the Warkins 
Memorial Classic, a pool-

play event at Erie. 
   A Fulton basket beat the 
final buzzer Monday as 
Stark County lost its tour-
nament finale, 49-47. All-
tournament pick Connor 
Daum had 21 points for 
Stark County (3-10), which 
led 27-21 at intermission. 
Ross Saner scored 12. 
   On Dec. 28, Kewanee 
defeated Stark County 64-
35. Saner had 14 points. 
The Rebels played twice 
on the opening day of the 
tournament, Dec. 27, and 
lost 60-43 to Sterling New-
man and 66-55 to Lena-
Winslow. 
   Stark County led Le-Win 
46-43 after three periods. 
Daum finished with 23 
points, Ben Browning with 
11 and Saner with 10. 
Against Newman, Daum 
and Dillon Steelman 
evenly split 16 points. 
   Midland put Stark 
County in an early hole 
Dec. 19 and the Rebels 
couldn’t climb out of it as 
they lost 43-37. Midland 
led 19-9 after one quarter. 
Daum had 14 points. 
   Stark County game is at 
Bureau Valley on Jan. 7. 
    • SC girls – The Lady 
Rebels (8-8) have gone 2-4 
since Dec. 19, including a 
2-2 showing at the Cliff 
Warkins Memorial Classic. 
   Stark County lost in the 
seventh-place game to 
Spring Valley Hall, 39-32, 
on Dec. 30. Coley Johns-
ton led with 11 points. 
Monmouth Roseville won 
the tournament. 
   Coach Bob Bohm called 
the Hall game a “big meas-
uring stick” since Stark 
County had lost to Hall 52-
23 in its opener with a run-

ning clock in play. 
   “We led most of this one 
until the fourth,” Bohm 
said. “Big improvement. 
Ready to see what the new 
year brings.” 
   In other tourney games, 
the Lady Rebels beat Mor-
rison on Dec. 28 (45-31) as 
Johnston scored 16 points 
and Emily Demetreon 
added 10. The Lady Rebels 
had split a pair on Dec. 27, 
beating host Erie-Prophet-
stown (42-24) behind 16 
points from Demetreon, 
nine from Johnston and 
eight from Sophie Finn-
egan. SC lost that day to 
Stockton (50-39) despite 
20 points from Johnston. 
   Prior to the tournament, 
Stark County lost to Lew-
istown, 46-43, in overtime 
on Dec. 23. The Lady 
Rebels also lost Dec. 19 at 
Midland, 45-31. Johnston 
scored 11 and Finnegan 
tallied nine. In a 44-37 win 
over Putnam County on 
Dec. 18, Demetreon scored 
18 and Johnston had 17. 
   Stark County is home 
against Brimfield on Mon-
day, Jan. 6. 
    • Galva girls – The Lady 
Wildcats (4-11) lost to 
Farmington, 52-38, on 
Dec. 28 in the consolation 
championship game of the 
Lee Westerman Girls Tour-
nament in Princeville. 
   Galva lost its opener to 
Elmwood on Dec. 26, 64-
23. Kaylyn Gale led Galva 
with 11 points. 
   The Lady Wildcats then 
defeated Bushnell-Prairie 
City on Dec. 27, 54-23, in 
a consolation semifinal. 
   Galva returns to action 
Jan. 8 with a home game 
against Orion.

SPORTS: SC girls 2-2 at Warkins
Continued from Page 12

Copy. 

TOP 10 MOVIES

1. FOOD & DRINK: What kind of cake is named 
after a British queen? 
2. TELEVISION: What is the name of the family 
dog on "The Simpsons"? 
3. ANATOMY: How long does a human red blood 
cell exist? 
4. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where is New Year's 
celebrated first each year? 
5. ADVERTISING: Which company sponsors a 13-
foot-long Weinermobile? 
6. MEASUREMENTS: How many pints are in a 
quart? 
7. MOVIES: What is the name of the dance per-
formed in the "Rocky Horror Picture Show"? 
8. BIOLOGY: What does the term ectothermic 
mean? 
9. GEOGRAPHY: Which country has the longest 
coastline in the world? 
10. LITERATURE: Who is the author of "The Can-
terbury Tales"? 
Answers 
1. Victoria Sponge Cake. 
2. Santa's Little Helper. 
3. About 120 days. 
4. The island of Kiritimati in the Oceanic nation of 
Kiribati. 
5. Oscar Mayer. 
6. Two. 
7. The Time Warp. 
8. Coldblooded, when body temperature is regu-
lated by the environment. 
9. Canada. 
10. Geoffrey Chaucer. 
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)  
2. Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)  
3. Wicked (PG)  
4. Moana 2 (PG)  
5. Homestead (PG-13)  
6. Gladiator II (R)  
7. Kraven: The Hunter (R)  
8. The Lord of the Rings: The War of the 
Rohirrim (PG-13)  
9. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (PG)  
10. Red One (PG-13)  
 (c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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Galva boys win LaMoille title
By NICK VLAHOS  
and JEFF LAMPE 

For The Prairie News 
   Improved defense helped 
give Galva more boys bas-
ketball victories by now 
than it had all last season. 
It also helped give the 
Wildcats a holiday-tourna-
ment championship. 
Galva received 26 points 
and 10 rebounds from 
Blake Stahl in a 67-55 vic-
tory Dec. 28 over Low-
point-Washburn in the title 
game of the LaMoille 
Holiday Classic.  
“He really solidified the 
championship for us,” 
Galva Coach Jake McClin-

tic said. 
The victory in the eight-
team tournament capped a 
successful 2024 portion of 
the schedule for Galva, 
which improved to 11-2. 
Last season, many of the 
same players were part of a 
Galva team that finished 
10-21.  
“One of the big things we 
struggled with was de-
fense. We gave up a lot of 
points,” McClintic said. 
“We really hit on defense 
all summer and team 
chemistry. We’re all click-
ing at the right time, and 
it’s fun to coach a group 
like this.” 

MJ Louck contributed to 
the fun against L-W by 
getting 17 points and four 
steals. In the Wildcats’ 69-
36 first-round victory Dec. 
26 over DePue, Louck had 
12 points, tied with Stahl 
and JP Sloan for team 
high. Reid Harris, who 
made all five of his field 
shots, and Jay Smith 
scored 11 each. 
Sloan had 13 points, Louck 
scored 10 and each player 
had three steals in a 37-31 
semifinal victory Dec. 27 
over Amboy. Both players 
were all-tournament selec-
tions. 

Continued on Page 11

Galva coaches and players were all smiles after winning the LaMoille Holiday Classic last week. Pictured 
above are, Front row (left to right): Cyrus Hord, Alec Gustafson, Loagan Herr, Ty Keup and Braden Mur-
phy. Back row (l to r): Assistant Coach Zach Anderson, Josh Gravitt, Jay Smith, MJ Louck, Blake Stahl, 
JP Sloan, John Ingels, Reid Harris and Head Coach Jacob McClintic.
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