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Toulon council

tion for countless families.

Reindeer cheer

Whispering Pines offers
family holiday experience

By CELESTE HUTTES
Illinois Farm Bureau Partners
SHABBONA — Every morning, Randy
and Beth Espe watch reindeer frolic out-
side their kitchen window as they sip
their morning coffee — a delightful daily
ritual they have fondly dubbed the rodeo.
Santa himself would envy their view.
“When they go out into the pasture,
they get giddy because it’s cool, and
that’s their playtime,” Randy says of the
reindeer. “They run, they jump, they kick,
they spin. It’s pretty amazing to see.”
And so, the day begins at Whispering
Pines Reindeer Ranch & Tree Farm in
Shabbona, where the Espe family’s labor
of love grew into a beloved holiday tradi-

Reining in holiday cheer
What might seem an unlikely retire-
ment gig comes as a slight surprise to
those who know Randy well.
“People would bring me abandoned and
orphaned animals when I was young,”
Randy says. “We raised a lot of raccoons,

a pet fox, a little bit of everything. I al-
ways dreamed about raising whitetail
deer at some point. But reindeer turned

out to be a better choice because they are

domesticated. You can snap a halter on
them and walk them around on a lead
rope — and you can just sit and love on

Whispering P/nes Re/ndeer Rach & ree Fam owner Randy Espe br/ngs holiday glee to seasona/
events with his reindeer. Photo by Nathan Lambrecht.

them.”

His dream of deer became a reality after
Beth retired from Northern Illinois Uni-
versity and Randy wrapped up a 40-year
career in the seed business. As they
started a second act in life, the couple set

Continued on Page 2

Stark Co. Board split on chair, vice chair votes

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

TOULON - Stark
County Board members
were split 4-3 on votes for
the two-year positions of
board chair and vice chair
conducted during Tues-
days’s monthly meeting.

Robin Nowlan nomi-
nated Kari Bush for chair
with Bill Loane seconding
the motion. A roll-call vote
showed yes votes from
Bush, Loane, Nowlan and

Board Member Joe Orwig.

Casting no votes were
board members Tom
Howes, Adam Wilson and
Jamie Schaffer. Tim
McMillen was absent.

Next, Wilson was nomi-
nated for vice-chair with
Wilson, Howes and
Schaffer voting yes and
Bush, Loane, Nowlan and
Orwig voting no.

Nowlan was then nomi-
nated for vice-chair with
Bush, Loane, Nowlan and

Orwig voting yes and
Howes, Schaffer and Wil-
son voting no.

Howes expressed frustra-
tion with the state of affairs
on the board, saying “At-
tendance — outside partici-
pation — I think these are
important. I don’t think
any of us are holding our
committee meetings like
we should. People don’t
know who our county
board chair is when I go to
places.

“People need to be pres-
ent and active because we
are not moving forward as
a board. We are not doing
anything. We have 45-mi-
nute meetings and we run
out of here to volleyball
games, basketball games,
whatever. That seems more
important than the 5,400
people who elected and
trust us to take care of their
money and look out for
them.”

Committee assignments

will be made during next
month’s meeting and board
members can submit their

passes tax levy
EAV triggers 4.99% increase

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

TOULON — The Toulon City Council
approved a 2024 tax levy of $226,050
during Monday’s monthly meeting.

The 4.99% levy increase is under the
5% threshold that would trigger a truth in
taxation hearing. Aside from Board
Member Brandon Simpson’s brief expla-
nation of the levy, discussion on the
matter was minimal at Monday’s meeting
or during the board’s November gather-
ing.

The council did discuss use of the
former Faith Baptist Church building on
East Vine Street for city police offices, a
community room and meeting rooms.

And Christmas bonuses for city employ-
ees were approved after a lengthy discus-
sion. Teresa Macy was awarded $4,000 to
compensate also for worked hours, James
King $1,000, Barb Cantwell will receive a
delayed bonus next year, part-time em-
ployees will receive $300 each and a
lump sum of $600 will be distributed to
Toulon Police officers by Ron Jackson.

Continued on Page 2

Kari Bush and Robin Nowlan are sworn in by County Clerk/Recorder
Heather Hollis at Tuesday’s meeting of the Stark County Board. Adam Wil-
son was also re-elected but was not present for the photo and was sworn in
later. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

names for the various as-
signments. Committees are

Continued on Page 2
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RANCH: Espes began W|th Christmas trees

Continued from Page 1
aside 18 acres to grow the small
Christmas tree operation they began
years earlier on the family farm.

As Randy researched ways to pro-
mote Christmas trees, he discovered
Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch in Rantoul.
He visited owner Mark Hardy for
some tips and promptly fell in love
with reindeer.

“In hindsight, I wish I had listened
better to Mark,” Randy says. “He
told me to take all the money I was
going to spend on Christmas trees
and buy another reindeer or two.
Reindeer have turned into our major
focus, and they are actually less work
than the Christmas trees.”

Before buying any reindeer of
their own, the Espes joined the Rein-
deer Owners and Breeders Associa-
tion and the Reindeer Farmers
Association o learn how to respon-
sibly breed and care for reindeer. By
2018, they felt ready to welcome
their first four reindeer from Alaska.

A close but more laid-back cousin to the car-
ibou, reindeer represent a distinct sub-
species and longtime friends to humans.
Photo by Nathan Lambrecht.

Today, their herd numbers more than
a dozen.

A close but more laid-back cousin
to the caribou, reindeer represent a
distinct subspecies and longtime
friends to humans.

Far from their native lands in the
Arctic and mountainous regions of
eastern Europe, Siberia and Scandi-
navia, reindeer living in Illinois re-
quire special care. According to
Randy, ticks and heat present the big-
gest challenges.

Reindeer delight in frigid winter
weather. During warmer months, the
reindeer typically stay in the barn
throughout the day, emerging at
dawn and dusk to graze in cooler
temperatures.

Those amazing antlers — grown by
both males and females — also pres-
ent a serious safety hazard for rein-
deer. Sprawling like a tree canopy,
the antlers can easily become
wedged in a fence or gate.

The Espes have also learned rein-
deer have a magic all their own. With
their friendly natures and impressive
appearance, the Espes’ reindeer often
outshine Santa at the many holiday
events they attend.

“The reindeer always create a lot of
excitement,” Randy says. “Kids just
get giddy, and their eyes light up. It’s
heartwarming to see how much hap-
piness they bring.”

This story was distributed through a co-
operative project between Illinois Farm
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association.

TOULON: Demolition set for 315 W. Jefferson St.

Continued from Page 1
Finally, Police Chief Gary
Bent and city employee
Matt Forstrom will each
receive $500.

City Attorney Kate
Carter reported that on Fri-
day the Stark County Cir-
cuit Court will consider a

demolition order for 213 E.

Greenwood St.
Bids were opened for
demolition of the 315 W.

MOTIVATED SELLER!

117 W Garfield 5t Kewanee- 584,900
2 badroomy/ 1 bath.
d-car defached garage,

PENDING!

124 E. Main 5.
Toulon, 519,500

1 bath. building.

Edge of town.

Broker, Realtor

* Licensed in llinois
dwright@melfosterco.com

Northpoint Estates
Subdivision - Galva
Various building lots available.

[HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

BEAUTIFUL WOODWORK!

710 NW 15t 5t., Galva - 95,000
3 bedroam/ 1.5 bath, Beautiful woodwark
1-car detached garage [ carpor & shed.

GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!

110N Tth
S48, Ave, Wyoming
-$99,900
Building &
| ot Great

407 lﬂlrgnrltit., Mkinmn 5-1.19' 000 F-bedroom ranch, 1 car attached arage.

Call Debbie Wright » (309) 883-2617 s

b, SRESE, CRS, ABR

Jefferson St. house where
Andrew Szparkowski has
previously resided. NRE’s
bid was $22,070 while
Chris Baumann bid
$26,000, Gordon Whit-
taker $38,000, Princeville’s
Elevation Septic Excavat-
ing bid $23,000 and MTG
Excavating was at
$26,500. The board ac-
cepted NRE’s bid.

In other business, the
council approved the
schedule for 2025 council
meetings and a $250 dona-
tion to The Society of
Growth, Inc., located in
Wyoming.

Ben Leezer, of Toulon’s
Leezer Insurance Agency,
presented a follow-up re-
port concerning Toulon’s
insurance renewal. Leezer
recommended Illinois
Counties Risk Manage-
ment Trust’s quote of

$56,199, which does not
include cyber coverage.
The council approved the
quote.

No one showed up or
sent in bids to replace the
city’s cemetery mauso-
leum’s roof.

Mayor Larry Hollis set
the New Year’s Eve bar
hours to be open until 1
a.m.

Toulon’s Al Curry re-
ceived permission to plant
25 oak trees southeast of
the high school building.
Curry receives the trees at
no charge and doesn’t
charge for his services.

Toulon’s Tax Increment
Financing district will pay
$29,750 to Laverdiere
Construction for installa-
tion of a foot valve in the
city’s water system and
$6,987 to Roto-Rooter for
sewer-main work at the in-

COUNTY: Board passes

Continued from Page 1
police, legislative, eco-
nomic development, health
board, road/bridge, and a
newly created buildings
committee. All board
members serve on the fi-
nance committee.

GE EHotpoint Aeplisnces  Holland Grills
@ 104 E. Main Street
PO, Box 226
GE APPLIAMCES
Altana, [linois 61514
Email: andrewsimp@mymctcoet Fhone (308 4345581

Nowlan presented the
county engineer report for
County Engineer Judd Gif-
fin. The new county high-
way building land
acquisition was tabled to
January’s meeting. Bush
said the new building com-

L T B |
Andrews Implement Co.

II.IILIIEIII INC.

Commestusl - Residential
wenw, blunisrbuildericom
I0F-44 T-484F

Drualizy Poas-Frass Comtruction Theoaghaut [ngn

feger ||:u|rur\e
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tersection of North Wash-
ington Street and West
Vine Street.

The city may borrow a
flashing speed limit sign
for Main Street that indi-
cates a motorist’s speed.
Speeding on Main Street is
a growing concern of the
council, citizens and busi-
ness Owners.

Finally, the backup gen-
erator installed at the South
Whittaker Street lift-station
by Stark Excavating, the
contractor on that project,
was discussed. Stark said
the generator is out of its
service area so they won’t
do any work on it. No
other company will service
the generator either, so if
there’s a problem, Toulon
will have to pay for a serv-
ice provider if one can be
found.

resolutions

mittee will take over the
highway building project
from Giffin.

Treasurer Paula Leezer
reported that wages are up
because 2024 had 27 pay
periods during the year.
She also said that sheriff’s
office salaries are up, as
well.

Sheriff Steven Sloan re-
ported he is interviewing
people for the secretary po-
sition because Betsy Col-
clasure is retiring next
year.

The board approved sev-
eral resolutions: 2025 cal-
endar dates for meetings, a
drug court resolution cre-
ating a collaboration with
Marshall and Putnam
counties, a comprehensive
noxious weed work plan
for 2025, Shannon Peter-
son’s three-year appoint-
ment to the Human
Services Transportation
Steering Committee and a
predictable-fee schedule
stipulating costs for pro-
cessing various documents.
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PUBLIC RECORD

Incidents & Accidents
Stark County

12-3 - Abbie L. Burgess, 18,
Princeville, was cited for speeding
72 mph in a 55 zone. Also charged
in the same traffic stop was Taylor
D. Caldwell, 26, Edelstein, for adult
use cannabis by a passenger.

12-5 - Harassment and or threats
were the source of a complaint re-
ceived from a LaFayette resident in
the 300 block of Hodgson St.

12-6 - Demetrio M. Ordas, 21,
Bakersfield, Calif., was cited for
disobeying a no passing zone, driv-
ing without a valid driver’s license
and operating an uninsured vehicle.
He was issued a court date.

12-7 - Evan M. Boswell, 37, of
Wyoming, was fined for driving
while his license was revoked and
for operating an uninsured vehicle.

12-8 — Swayde M. Gibler, 30,
Geneseo, cited for driving on an ex-
pired registration for over a year.
He was issued a court date to ap-
pear.

12-8 - Teresa R. Wilkins, 43, Wy-
oming, was cited for driving on an
expired vehicle registration.

12-8 - George R. Knowles Jr., of
Wyoming reported being the victim
of a hit and run accident involving
his 2019 Ford F-150.

Peoria County report

11-28 - A two-vehicle crash north-
east of Galesburg resulted in hospi-
tal attention for five people,
including four Galva residents.

Kayla A. Capps, 32, of Galva was
driving a southwest-bound 2005
Honda Civic shortly before 5 p.m.
on U.S. Route 34 at Knox Highway
37 when it struck a 2021 Dodge
Challenger. Ronald E. Johnson, 70,
of Galesburg was the other driver,
according to a Knox County Sher-
iff’s Office report.

Johnson was westbound on High-
way 37 and turning left onto Route
34 but didn’t see Capps’ vehicle be-
cause its headlights were not on, the
report stated. Capps said she didn’t
believe she needed headlights at
that time of day.

Both drivers and Capps’ three
passengers — Lucas J. Gustafson,
39; Shandi S. Gustafson, 38; and a
15-year-old girl — were transported
to OSF Saint Mary Medical Center
in Galesburg.Capps was cited for
not using headlights when required.
Both vehicles were towed.

Galva Report

Officer dispatched:
12-2 - to the 700 block of NW 4th

St. to assist a citizen.

12-3 - to the 1200 block of SE
2nd St. to assist a citizen who had
locked their keys inside a vehicle.
Tarleton’s Service was contacted
and was able to unlock the door.

12-3 - to the 00 block of NW 5th
St. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance.

12-3 - to assist Kewanee Police
Department locate a subject in the
100 block of NE 9th St.

12-3 - to the 100 block of SE 8th
Ave. for a parking complaint. The
subject was waiting for a meeting
and moved to a different location.

12-3 - to the 1000 block of North
Center Ave. for a two-vehicle acci-
dent with damage only.

12-3 - to a residence in the 300
block of NE 9th St. to attempt to lo-
cate a wanted person. As the result,
Amanda Robinson, 32, Galva, was
arrested on a Henry County warrant
for charges of five counts of posses-
sion of meth, two counts of posses-
sing hypodermic needles and two
counts of meth delivery. She was
taken to the Henry County Jail.

12-4 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd
St. to assist a motorist that had
locked their keys inside a vehicle.
Tarleton’s Service was contacted
and were able to unlock the vehicle.

12-4 - to the 1000 block of North
Center Ave. for a 911 rapid SOS
alert from a cell phone. It was de-
termined to be a false alarm.

12-4 - to the 800 block of NE 3rd
St. for an animal-neglect complaint.

12-4 - to a verbal domestic distur-
bance complaint in the 100 block of
SE 2nd St.

12-4 - As the result of a traffic
stop in the 300 block of N. Center
Ave., Michael Gustafson, 56,
Galva, was cited for operating a ve-
hicle when registration suspended
for mandatory insurance. He was
released with a court date.

12-4 - to the 100 block of N.
Center Ave. to remove a tree branch
that fell into the roadway.

12-4 - to the 100 block of NE 6th

Ave. for a disorderly conduct com-
plaint.

12-5 - to the 900 block of NE 2nd
St. for a utility wire down com-
plaint. The wire was determined to
be a phone line. Frontier was noti-
fied for repairs.

12-5 - to the 200 block of NW Ist
Ave. after a 911 call was placed.
After investigating, Jacob Dailey,
21, Kewanee, was arrested for do-
mestic battery. He was taken to the
Henry County Jail.

12-6 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd
St. to assist the Kewanee Police De-
partment contacting a domestic vio-
lence victim. The subject decided
not to prosecute.

12-6 - Steven Duckworth, 29, La-
Salle, was issued a citation for
speeding in the 900 block of N.
Center Ave.

12-7 - to the north edge of town to
watch for a reckless driver who was
reportedly heading toward Galva.
Officer was not able to locate.

12-8 - to the Exchange Street rail-
road crossing for a complaint in-
volving a group of juveniles playing
along the railroad tracks. Two juve-
niles were located near the area but
denied being on the train tracks.

Property Transfers

12-2 - Marsha J. Hamilton to
Heather M. Frykman - Pt Sect. 9-
13-7 SE - Kissinger’s Add’n to Cas-
tleton - Block 4 Lots 4, 5, 6 -
Consideration = $0.

12-3 - Joshua R. Leezer, Ind.
Admin. and Thomas R. Leezer Es-
tate to Joshua R. Leezer - Culbert-
son's Western Add'n Pt Block 2 Lots
1,2 & Block 3 Lot 8 - 525 N. Elm
St., Toulon - Consideration = $0.

12-5 - Anna L. and Douglas L.
Stahl to Anna L. Stahl Und. 1/2 Int.
& Douglas L. Stahl Und. 1/2 Int. -
Pt Sect. 19-13-5 SW & Pt Sect. 27-
13-5 NE - Consideration = $0.

12-6 - Jody K. and Ralph R.
Moodie to Jody K. Moodie, Trustee
and Ralph R. Moodie, Trustee - Pt
Sect. 23-14-7 SE - 16563 State
Route 40, Bradford - Consideration
=$0.

Marriages

12-5 - Erick Michael Lloyd Rum-
bold and Maria De La Luz Torres
Rincon - both of Wyoming.

12-5 - Steven Francis Odell,
Bradford and Sue Ann Chaudoin,
Normal.

— -
HOME REMODELING & REPAIR
Jaff Waith - (300) 995-3825

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodels o
Algo ... Doors, Windows, Flaoring, Drywall, ).

AD STORAGE COMPANY
= EASY ACCESS
= WELL-LIT

BraSiond - BIT-EILY = ¢ + Lucoe < 8960301 « + » Henna City - SE5-TETT

= LOWY MOMTHLY RENT
= SECURITY
FACILITIES IN:
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Fortress Builders &
Renovations

Decks, Fences, Bathrooms, Kitchens
Room Additions, Doors & Windows, Drywall,
Small Home Repairs

No Job too Small!
Local - Fully Insured
References Upon Request

Free Estimates

309-613-7246
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LaFayette Fire Department
Firemen's Breakfast
Saturday, December 14 z
&AM TO 10 AM r
= LaFayette Fire Housa m ;F
o ¥ 200 Commarcial 5t. 4
— LaFayetts, IL
Pancakes, Eggs, Sausage,
Biscuits & Gravy
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VIRTUAL OMLINE
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

LAND AUCTION

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2025 AT 10:00 AM™

The Ali farm is located approx, 3.5 miles northeast of
Wyaming, IL along 1400 E. Township Rd. {hard surface)
and is further described as being located in Section 20,
T13IM-BFW, Pann Township, Stark Cwnl_’:,-, lingis.
The Ali farm represents high quality,
productive farmland in Stark County, IL.

Don't miss this great opportunity.,
DR. S5YED & DR. MAQBOOL ALI

Representing Attormey: Kaman Stumpe
Hayl, Roystee, Voolker & Allen, PRC|(30%) 322-8314
J00 Hamiblton Blwd, Suite 200, Peoria, IL. 61402

Auction Manager: lase Taber (309) 335-8081

Biglrﬂn SULLIVAN

AUCTIONEERS
- Barjirem . pevuzarry
wranad, Sl livanAuctianeers.com

(844} B4AT-2181

.,
Elactrical, Painting & Much Mo . 5‘-‘::ﬁ
Call for Free E-uummmuur:%_;}:},ﬂ .
— Ty

CALL TODAY TO ASK ABOUT OUR PETROLEUM SERVICES
#Lock in Pricing *Tank Bonforing & Keap Full Prograss
* Budgt Biling = 550 Refer & Friend Credit

“Siore Your Stulf With Us®
Call 385-1715

AL STORAGE CO. » PO BOX 415 = PRINCEVILE, IL 61550

Window Treatments

Kim Foes, Interior Designer

(309) 238-5510
foes@nbson.net
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CryptoQuote

Answer

Words are singularly
the most powerful force
available fo humanity.
= Yehuda Barg
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The Praivie Fetws is located
at 101 West Main Street, PO
Box 240, Toulon, lllinois 61483.
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 8
a.m.to 4 p.m.
(309) 286-2185

ads@prairie-news.com

Deadlines - News due Tuesdays
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3
p.m. The Prairie News encourages
readers to submit news for publi-
cation. Email to:

news@prairie-news.com

The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint
the part of an ad in which an error
occured. The Prairie News is an -
linois Press Association member.

The Prairie News is published
every Friday (except one week in
July and Dec. 27) by Lampe Pub-
lications LLC, 115 W. Main St.,
Elmwood, IL 61529.
® Publisher - Jeff Lampe
news@prairie-news.com
* Advertising Manager -

Pam Wulf
ads@prairie-news.com

e Ad and Graphic Designer -
Ken Black
graphics@prairie-news.com
e Chief Correspondent -
John Ballentine

* Bradford Correspondent - Angie
Stange

e Galva Correspondent -
Carol Townsend
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Trea Trimming * Remowval » Stump Grinding

209-525-0968 = 309-882-0544
www.saw-n-logs.com

'EE_ EHNLE ELECTRIC

13 South Strest = Bradford
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Hardware « Electrical « HVAC

- Installation & Service i
- Generac Generators Sk
- Dxygen & Acetylene Tanks

- Kent Pet Food Supplier

PRIORITY PLUMBING
PLUS

DARREN BEELER
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ctrical woek

FARMERS « LANDOWNERS

« Quality Service . Quality Products . Quality Connections

QuALITY

FARM TILING, INC.
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Laser Controlled

GPS Mapping

WESTON STAHL
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(309) 897-8256 Home - (309) 238-3291 Mobile
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Get some se

Deer were not cooperative Sun-
day morning as I sat high in a tree
overlooking French Creek in scenic
Knox County. But the beauty of sit-
ting in nature long enough is that
something will usually catch your
eye, if you stay
awake and atten-
tive and ignore
your cellphone.

Sure enough, as
an otherwise slow
morning neared
an end, the cackle
of a rooster
pheasant caught
my ears ... then
my eyes. There
not 50 feet away, a gaudy rooster
floated into our prairie following a
group of 9-10 hen pheasants.

Breeding season is months away,
but those hens sure acted like they
were avoiding the loud-beaked roos-
ter. Once they landed, the hens scat-
tered, some sprinting into the prairie,
some for a nearby plot of sorghum.

Yes, there are still pheasants in cen-
tral Illinois — a bird many people tell
me they used to see but never do any
more. Generally, those same people

‘Dril

If you believe in striking while the
iron is hot, you got to love Summit
Carbon Solutions’ swift, decisive ac-
tion on its multi-
billion-dollar,
CO2 pipeline just
two weeks after
Donald J. Trump,
the nation’s cli-
mate-denier-in-
chief, was
reelected Nov. 5.

On Now. 14,
North Dakota ap-
proved Summit’s
controversial plan to plant the pipe-
line across the Peace State. Earlier
the state’s Public Service Commis-
sion denied permission, effectively
stopping the 2,000-mile, five-state
pipeline from carrying CO2 from
nearly 60 Midwestern ethanol refin-
eries to a sequestration site in west-
ern North Dakota.

But the November approval
quickly started dominoes falling.
First to go was lowa whose state util-
ities commission granted Summit the
power of eminent domain to bury
600 or so miles of pipeline in the
state only if both North and South
Dakota granted Summit permission
to cross their states.

So, one down, one to go.

Then, on Nov. 19, Summit “resub-
mitted its permit application to South
Dakota regulators,” noted the lowa
Capital Dispatch, “with what the
company described as major re-
routes.

They were needed. Like its north-
ern neighbor, South Dakota had re-
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offer up coyotes or hawks as causes
for the lack of pheasants.

I nod along to be polite. And in
truth, raccoons are a huge problem.
But predators are not the main reason
pheasants have become rare.

This Saturday (Dec. 14) in Yates
City, a group of us can help you
crack the pheasant code. Just stop by
Salem Township Library between 10
a.m. to noon for the second Native
Seed Celebration, spend a few mi-
nutes chatting and take home some
native prairie seeds. That this year’s
gathering is sponsored in part by the
University of Maquon botany depart-
ment only adds to the excitement.

I’'m not sure what other participants
will bring to the free event, but my
bounty so far includes prairie blazing
star, two kinds of milkweed (but-
terfly and swamp), Indian paintbrush,
white aster, bergamot, ironweed, Joe
Pye weed and a grab-bag of seeds
collected last summer and fall in Illi-
nois and lowa.

Other participants will no doubt
offer other native seeds and maybe
even some nuts for you tree growers.

Last year, we billed this as a seed
exchange, which was a mistake.

' may mean

jected Summit’s first plan due to
“non-compliance with county laws
mandating minimum distances be-
tween pipelines and existing fea-
tures,” according to the Nov. 19 Des
Moines Register.

That’s a big deal with farmers and
ranchers in a rural state targeted for
700 miles of CO2 pipeline.

If South Dakota approves the new
plan, Iowa will fall in line and the
$9-billion pipeline may finally begin
burying pipe and, with it, all its start-
up woes. Two other state approvals,
Minnesota and Nebraska, are not
seen as troublesome.

But South Dakota farmers and
ranchers aren’t going anywhere
quickly or quietly. Politically conser-
vative President-Elect Donald J.
Trump won the state in a 63-to-34%
landslide on Nov. 5 and Gov. Kristi
Noem has been tapped to serve in his
Cabinet.

And rural anger over the pipeline
was clear long before Trump’s blow-
out win. “Fourteen incumbent state
legislators,” reported The Register,
“lost to challengers in the June pri-
mary election and their support of the
controversial pipeline law was a fac-
tor in many races.”

After anti-pipeline forces worked to
fire the incumbents, they “gathered
petition signatures and forced the
(new) law onto the November ballot,
where 59% of the voters rejected it.”

Even after that double affirmation
of local control, Summit maintains it
will begin South Dakota pipeline
construction in 2026 or 2027.

That seems unlikely if the now-em-

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties
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eds, attract some critters

Word was some folks stayed home,
since they had no seeds to exchange.

Don’t let that happen this Saturday.
The event is open to folks who have
something to swap, but also to any of
you who want merely to sow a few
native prairie seeds but don’t have
any to share.

And you don’t need acres for your
prairie planting. Even just a small
space in your yard can be a great
seedbed. Many seeds I collect come
from a small, kidney-shaped bed in
front of our Elmwood home that is
busy all spring and summer with vis-
iting bugs and birds.

No, you probably won’t attract
pheasants into town. But if you plant
natives, you will see butterflies, gold-
finches, hummingbirds and quite an
array of cool insects.

Really, that’s the goal of this event
— to see more native plants growing
on an Illinois landscape that has so
few prairie plants left. That and the
chance to swap a few tales with like-
minded folks will make Saturday a
success. So join in.

Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040 or

Jeffl@wklypost.com

lay pipe, lay’

powered, well-organized farmers and
ranchers mount legal challenges on
the company’s siting rules or its pur-
suit of eminent domain to move for-
ward. Worse, if those fights proceed
on a county-by-county basis, Sum-
mit’s South Dakota fight could take
years.

And it could face even bigger head-
winds in Washington, D.C.

The incoming Trump Administra-
tion is less than thrilled with any cur-
rent program or policy seen as a
Biden holdover, a big government
regulatory scheme, or almost any-
thing green. The multi-year, multi-
billion dollar carbon capture and
sequestration policy — pushed by the
Biden White House, passed by con-
gressional Democrats, and central to
Summit’s success — tics all three
boxes.

Still, the incoming administration
might look beyond all those short-
comings if it deems the pipeline sup-
portive of its boisterous “drill, baby,
drill” plans for fossil fuels.

And it does if Summit downplays
its green benefits to highlight what
environmentalists have always seen
as the pipeline’s real purpose — to
prop up the ethanol industry while
delivering pressurized CO2 to North
Dakota’s Bakken frac oil field to
“pump, baby, pump’’ more fossil
fuels.

If, that is, South Dakota’s farmers

and ranchers say so.

© 2024 ag comm

The Farm and Food File is published
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada.
Past columns, supporting documents and
contact info are at farmandfoodfile.com.
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Raw cannabis smell allows for vehicle search Robert L. Pots
Stephanie F. Schmieg
Capitol News lllinois nabis in the vehicle and initiated a Neville wrote the trooper made a Ashlee E. Stabler
SPRINGEIELD - The smell of s.earch..The. trooper then foundn mul-  “reasonable inference” that the Areas of Practice:
raw cannabis in a vehicle gives po- tiple joints in a cardboard box in the smell meant cannabis was illegally « Wills, 'I'rl.|:~'II1- e I-'t.:wcr:-u : .ﬂ.;.:ri:.'u il Law
lice probable cause to search it, the car’s center console and cannabis in possessed. of Attorney clinecdl Cittstirnent

Illinois Supreme Court ruled last
week.

The ruling comes months after the
court ruled the smell of burnt can-
nabis does not give police probable
cause to search a vehicle, drawing a
fine line for motorists and police to
follow when evaluating legal pos-
session of cannabis.

The 4-2 ruling by the court, with
Republican Justice Lisa Holder
White abstaining, found that an Illi-
nois State Police trooper conducted
a legal search of a car in which Vin-
cent Molina was a passenger in De-
cember 2020, after the driver was
pulled over for speeding on Inter-
state 88 in Whiteside County.

According to court documents,
the trooper said he smelled raw can-

a sealed plastic container in the
glove box. Molina was charged
with a misdemeanor for illegal pos-
session of cannabis.

A circuit court initially ruled in
Molina’s favor, finding the search
was unreasonable because Illinois
law allows people over age 21 to
possess recreational cannabis. But
an appellate court and the Illinois
Supreme Court disagreed with that
ruling, citing the state’s laws for
how cannabis should legally be pos-
sessed in a vehicle.

Illinois law requires cannabis to
be in a “sealed, odor-proof, child-
resistant cannabis container” when
in a car and for it to be “reasonably
inaccessible while the vehicle is
moving.”

The Illinois Supreme Court unani-
mously ruled in September, with
White abstaining, that the smell of
burnt cannabis does not indicate a
crime has been committed and does
not give police probable cause to
search a vehicle. Though a state
trooper found a gram of cannabis in
the car at the center of that case, the
driver exhibited no signs of impair-
ment, and the trooper should not
have searched the vehicle, the court
concluded in an opinion authored
by Neville.

Justice Mary Kay O’Brien wrote
a dissenting opinion in Molina’s
case, joined by Chief Justice Mary
Jane Theis.

Hages From the JHast compieasy som a. sanentine

10 Years Ago in 2014

* Valerie Wagher of Toulon retires
after 25 years of service with the
Stark County Clerk’s Office as dep-
uty clerk. Heather Hollis replaced
Wagher.

* Al Curry of Toulon becomes the
newest board member of the Stark
County Board of Supervisors.

* Discussions continue on a pro-
posed agreement between the City of
Toulon and Stark County Ventures,
LLC to provide $310,000 in city tax
increment financing to rebuild a new
structure in place of the burned-down
grocery store on Main Street.

» Stark County High School senior
and quarterback Joe Charvat was
voted to the 2014 all-state football
team.

25 Years Ago in 1999

* Raymond and Pauline Seckman
of Toulon celebrated their 65th wed-
ding anniversary on Dec. 15.

* Three Toulon apartment duplexes
were renovated that are still at the

East Main Street location.

* The Bradford School Board dis-
cusses a merger with the Stark
County School District.

* Toulon’s John Cover received a
50-year pin from the Toulon Masonic
Lodge.

35 Years Ago in 1989

* U.S. Senator Paul Simon held his
361st town meeting Dec. 20, in Tou-
lon. Simon was in his first term as
U.S. Senator.

» Wyoming High School faced a
football cooperative with either Tou-
lon-LaFayette High School or
Princeville High School.

* Beth Prindiville is the DAR
winner at Wyoming High School,
having been awarded the Daughters
of the American Revolution Good
Citizen Award.

« Jim Nowlan is the featured
speaker at the 70th Annual meeting
of the Stark County Farm Bureau.
40 Years Ago in 1984

* No newspaper was published in
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rest on

high!

be more than a thoughe apart,
for as fnnf as there is memory,
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Three long years without his smile,
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- No goodbye or answers why,
\ ! [ove you Jordan,

Stark County from mid-1984 to
1987.
50 Years Ago in 1974

* Ben Carmack Ford in Wyoming
advertised a white 1968 Ford Mus-
tang two-door hardtop for $1,195.

* A new Toulon fire station was to
be constructed on North Franklin
Street across from Wrigley’s Grain
Elevator.

* A break-in at Wyoming’s
Johnson’s Drug Store failed after
would-be burglars were scared off
when they attempted to chop a hole
in the building’s roof.

* Three high schools — Western,
Manlius and Walnut — announced
they would leave the Blackhawk
Conference effective 1976. The
Blackhawk Conference began in
1935 with charter members the Brad-
ford Panthers, Galva Wildcats, Tou-
lon Trojans, Wethersfield Flying
Geese and Wyoming Indians.

Cover
Law
Group, LLP

David L. Cover

Towin Torwees Plom, 456 Fulion Sreet, Suite 103, Peoris, |L 606021220
() 95T RITT
0T W, Main Sreet, Toulom, IL 61483 [7) 309, 645, 1432

(F) HrasTL4213

deoverficoverlawgroupoom  wew.coverlawgrosp.com

s Trust & Extate
Administration
« Heal Estate Transactions

118 West Main Street = PLO). Box 368
Elmwood, Hlinois 61529 = (3049 742-3611

OPEN
:"gnsﬁuun #
_——S ____z HOURS FOR
RESTAURANTE tHE HO LIDAYS §

07N, Main St Kowanos 8 $2.00 OFF 3
& FREE

+ Business Planning
& Formation

Bell Trucking Co.

General Trucking * Dump
Rock; Gravel & Sand = Vans
Double Drop = Ready-Mix Concrate

m SHIP BY TRUCK
303 EE B™ Ave.

Business: 309-932-2021 o 'ssss 3500

Faz: MH-31F-0500
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GOT SPIDERS

Call

Central lllinois Pest Management Inc.
Termite and Pest Control Experts

309-267-PEST (7378)

During the Toulon Christmas

Walk on Sat. Dec. 14, visit the

Stark County Genealogical Society

for "A Movie and Popcorn.” We will
be open from 4:00 - 7:00 PM

Our "movies” are interviews
with well known local
people talking about their
memories of growing
up in Stark County!

Call
Woltil's

852-2890

for & free estimate on
the installation of o brard
e GAS FURNALCE only

NEED A NEW FURNAGE? || -
Give Us A Call!

We Have

Great Pricing!

'WE HAVE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

o,

®AMAKITAN
uxn

95% Efficiency
Furnace

$3,350 Installed

Woltil’

1101 W. Prospect St. - Kewanee « (309) 852-2890

b | =
(:" uardl dll (By York)
13 Seer
Central Air

$3,045 instailed

Heating &
Air Conditioning

We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

Furnace & Central
Air Package

$5,795 Installed

74

The Stark County Good Samaritan § ﬁ&?’

Fund has been busy this vear. As | am
sure you understand the economy has

taken a toll on many working families in

our area, The Ameren hill just seems to go higher
and the rents are being raised to what we here in Stark County

would never have dreamed. And all it takes is a bump in the road,
a sickness, an accident, a major car repair and then the bottom
falls out for many in our community. But in those cases when
the pavcheck is short or over stressed with extra bills the Stark
County Good Samaritan fund can help. You can help, because
the fund is supported by the good people of Stark County. Can

vou help us help others this vear? Send donations to the

i Stark County Good Samaritan Fund, o
PO Box 233, Toulon, 1L 61483

Thank you and have a MerryChristmas. a0
DY , b

f

&
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Jewelry Repair & Datteries

* Ring sizing

* Chain seldering

* Clasp replacement
* Diamond resetting

* Watch & car remote
battery replacement

Walter's 9me/ér3
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Got questions

about 401(k)

rollovers?

We can help!

Change can be scary, but dealing with
vour retirement account doesn't have
to be! Call SBT Wealth Management

today to get personalized, local

assistance with your retirement
planning.

SB'T

Wealth Management

(309) 286-2861

jkelch@wealthsbt.com

SBT Wealth Maragement is @ dliviston of Shefe Bork of Tealea

(BT} Mecarines ane: mof pmsurad Sy the FINE: mad i |1'.-]'.r.| il

ather blipmtion of, or gurranieed by, tre depesitony indiution;
siehpect fe drvestment risks, imclning possdhle fes of the privmoipal
arournl fvestedd  Seowrities, Imsmramce, ond Tnvestmend Advisery

Service are offered through Widwestera Securities Trading
Company LLC (MSTC), Member FINEASTPC,
METC ud SET are mol affiliaeted

The 2025
Calendars are Inl
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End of Season Clearance!

Large Selection of Bikes & ATVs For Sale
For Big & Little Boys!

309-995-3319 - 3521 State Route 78 - Toulon

SELL IT
IN THE

CLASSIFIEDS!
CALL PAM
(309) 286-2815

Stark school district

discusses levy options

WYOMING - The Stark County
School Board’s building/finance
committee met Dec. 2 to discuss tax
levy options previously presented
by Superintendent Brett Elliott.

In November Elliott said three
percentages were possible for the
tax-levy increase: 4.99%, 9% or
10%. At the time, the board ap-
proved the 10% increase.

According to unofficial minutes
of the committee meeting, “After
further research, it is recommended
to reduce the originally anticipated
EAV increase from the prior year
from 10% to 7%.

“This will reduce the amount of
potential tax dollars available and
decrease the tax burden on the com-
munity.”

The finance committee recom-
mended a 7.99% increase in fund-
ing compared to the original 10%
increase approved in November on
the tentative tax levy.

No action was taken at this meet-
ing.

—John A. Ballentine

Bradford School Board

passes tentative levy

BRADFORD - The Bradford
School Board approved a prelimi-
nary 2024 aggregate levy of
$4,500,000 at its Nov. 26 meeting.
Formal approval of the levy will
come at the December meeting.

The aggregate levy is the total
levy minus any bonds.

Due to increased equalized value
of property in the district increasing
by more than 5% and the school
district increasing its levy request to
capture all of that increase, Brad-
ford will hold a truth in taxation
hearing on Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. in
Bradford Grade School.

Superintendent Chad Gripp noted
the school district tax rate is not
changing, just the EAV.

The board also approved hiring
Maggie Suddeth as an elementary
teacher starting in January and Lacy
Jackson as a fifth-grade teacher
starting in August.

In other business, the board ap-
proved intergovernmental agree-
ments with Stark County and
Bureau Valley high schools and
with Stark County Junior High
School.

The board also voted in favor of a
snow-removal agreement with the
Village of Bradford and recognized
Dorothy Lord Memorial Reading
Winners Braxton Schmitt, Charlie
Wilson, Abigail Cade, Carter Di-
vert, Stella Brady, Michael Divert

THE HANDY MAN

'OVER 23 YEARS AS A CONTRACTOR

* Doors

* Hard Wood Floors
* Windows * Decks

* Dry Wall

* Kitchen & Bath Remodel

* Roofing

T Do T AU
309-221-4796 + Yates City

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

and Schuylar Garlisch.
Lucia Nights starts

Friday in Bishop Hill

BISHOP HILL — Historic Bishop
Hill invites visitors to join the 2024
Lucia Nights (Festival of Lights)
celebration on Friday, Dec. 13, and
Saturday, Dec., 14 from 6-9 p.m.

This Swedish tradition is based on
a legend of Saint Lucia, Queen of
Light. During a famine in Sweden,
on the longest and darkest night of
the year, Lucia appeared wearing a
long white robe and a crown of can-
dles. Legend has it that Lucia ap-
peared on a ship laden with food.

Girls in Sweden today wake their
families on Dec. 13 carrying a tray
of Lucia buns while dressed in a
white robe and wearing a crown of
candles.

Friday, Dec. 13

¢ Christmas tree lighting at 6 p.m.
in the village park.

* Soup and chili supper at the
Bishop Hill Community United
Methodist church at 4 p.m. until
food runs out. A free-will donation
is appreciated.

* Peoria Cooperative Academy
Madrigal Singers at the Bishop Hill
Methodist Church from 6:30-7 p.m.

* Vasa National Archives closing
reception for its exhibit, with story-
teller Brian “Fox” Ellis sharing
Christmas stories from 6-8 p.m.

* Hammer and Pick play at the
Steeple Building starting at 6 p.m.

¢ At the Prairie Arts Center,
Deirdre and Fiona Light perform
holiday music from 6-7 p.m.

* Galva High School Choir will
carol from building to building.

¢ At the Creative Commons, the
Bishop Hill High Society Band will

Pictured above, Santa made his appearance at the end of the Christmas parade held earlier
this month in Galva. Photo by Carol Townsend.

wl“w'm,_"“ha

perform from 6-7 p.m., followed by
Coftee Creek from 7-8:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 14

* Soup and Chili Supper at the
Bishop Hill Community United
Methodist Church at 4 p.m. until
food runs out. A free-will donation
is appreciated.

* Peoria Cooperative Academy
Madrigal Singers at the Bishop Hill
Methodist Church from 6:30-7 p.m.

* Vasa National Archives closing
reception for its exhibit, with story-
teller Brian “Fox” Ellis sharing
Christmas stories from 6-8 p.m.

» Hammer and Pick play at the
Steeple Building starting at 6 p.m.

e At the Prairie Arts Center,
Deirdre and Fiona Light will per-
form holiday music from 6-7 p.m.

» Cambridge High School Choir
will carol from building to building.

¢ At the Creative Commons, Cof-
fee Creek plays starting at 6:30 p.m.

* At the Colony School, there will
be an old-fashioned barn dance,
with Sangamo Stemwinders per-
forming and Gail Hintze calling.
Beginners are welcome and no part-
ner is necessary.

Burns Boosters meet at
Sheffield Meat Locker

SHEFFIELD — On Nov. 17, the 4-
H group Burns Boosters met at the
Sheffield Meat Locker. Prior to the
meeting, members toured the facil-
ity and were given an overview of
the locker’s process.

Following the tour, the meeting
commenced. During new business,
a Christmas party committee was
formed, to begin planning right
after the meeting. The next meeting
will be Dec. 15 for the Christmas

party.

“Service Eeyﬂ_r-ld Expectations”
Since 1960
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Assault weapons ban kept in place

Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD - Illi-
nois’ assault weapons ban
will remain in place, at
least until a federal appeals
court hears full arguments
challenging a lower court
ruling that found the law
unconstitutional.

In a brief, two-page
order issued on Dec. 5, a
three-judge panel of the
7th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Chicago granted
the state’s motion to delay
the order, noting that just a
year earlier the circuit re-
fused to grant a prelimi-
nary injunction blocking
enforcement of the same
law.

The order noted that
while refusing to issue a
preliminary injunction is
not the same as upholding
the law entirely, “the laws
have enough support to re-
main in place pending the
final resolution of plain-
tiffs’ suit.”

Illinois lawmakers
passed the weapons ban in
January 2023 in response
to numerous mass shoot-
ings around the country in
which AR-style rifles with
large-capacity magazines
were used. Among those
was a deadly shooting at
an Independence Day
parade the previous
summer in Highland Park.

The law bans the sale,
purchase and manufacture
of a wide range of firearms
that are defined as “assault
weapons,” as well as
large-capacity magazines
and certain kinds of attach-
ments, including those that
increase the rate of fire
from a standard semiauto-
matic weapon.

The new law was
quickly challenged in mul-
tiple lawsuits in state and
federal court. In August
2023, the Illinois Supreme
Court upheld the law
against claims that it vio-
lated provisions of the Illi-
nois Constitution. But the
broader claims that it vio-
lates the Second Amend-
ment of the U.S.
Constitution are still a
matter of legal dispute.

The various federal cases

Sick Visits

were eventually consoli-
dated into three lawsuits —
two in the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois in Chicago
and one in the Southern
District in East St. Louis.
In April 2023, Judge
Stephen McGlynn, of the
Southern District, granted
a preliminary injunction to
block enforcement of the
law while a trial of the
case proceeded in his
court, saying plaintiffs in
that case were likely to
prevail in the end. But two
other judges in the North-
ern District denied identi-
cal motions, reaching an
opposite conclusion about
the prospects of the case.
Those three cases were
then consolidated in the
first appeal to the 7th Cir-
cuit, which ruled 2-1 in
November 2023 that the
preliminary injunctions
should be denied. That
decision was then ap-
pealed to the U.S. Su-
preme Court, which
declined to hear the cases

(ome, Take,

at this juncture, sending
them back to the lower
courts for full proceedings.

In September, McGlynn
conducted a weeklong trial
of the case in the Southern
District, and on Nov. 8
handed down a decision
declaring the law unconsti-
tutional and enjoining the
state from enforcing it. But
he stayed the effective date
of that order for 30 days,
giving the state time to ap-
peal.

Attorney General
Kwame Raoul’s office ap-
pealed almost immediately
and requested a stay of
McGlynn’s order. On
Thursday, just a few days
before McGlynn’s order
would have gone into ef-
fect, the 7th Circuit
granted a stay, keeping the
law in effect.

Meanwhile, the two
other cases are still pend-
ing before different judges
of the Northern District
but have not yet gone to

trial.

Share, Enjoy

A Wide Variety of Native Prairie Seeds
Saturday, Dec. 14 - 10am-noon
Salem Township Library
Yates City

For information call 309-231-6040
Sponsored by the University of Maguon Bofany Dept.
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309-286-3241
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Amanda Rediger, FNP
First Choice Healthcare

Toulon Clinic!

School Exams

Lab Work

Chronic Care

Family Planning
Well Checks All Ages
Immunizations

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Schaedule Your Appaintment T¢

309-852-3115

120 E. Cour

T 51

PRECISION AG

1

Fso

Aaron Ehnle
309.360.5409

Sit-n-Knit Yarn Shop
Corocheders Welcome ;

236 E. Main Street
Knoxville, IL 61448

Call (309) 368-8841 before coming.

Wed, Thur & Fri 10:00am-4pm = Sat call first
Additional hours by appaintment

maureéancarison2010&gmail.com

Precision P[anling

Intelli W Planter

20 W, Akron Rd.

Edelsigin, IL 61526
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CB Excavating & Rock, LLC

Trenching, Excavating, Bulldozing,
Demaolition, Rock Services & More.

Chriz Baumann
Toulen, IL
309-238-0665

Your One Source for
Smart Home Cameras!

/

f 8 @ i ¥ wwaliberfastnewcom 8% M Centory Lana | PO Box 383 | Fabrvien IL 894332

’! ristmas Past

Ch
Candlelight Tours

iy et

i

Saturday, Dec. 14 f 1 -3 p.m.

Stark County IL Historical Society

VGRAIN
" EQUIPMENT

T

vV (@i

WreminE, ILLiNgIy

. |' g H
= . :‘_,.-;.-'-:'.f..rﬂ‘?‘
GrainDryers,

Grain/Handling/Systems
Ci nﬂ?fgfhﬂ!ff your grnip (=

-264 -

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

318 W, Jefferson 5t., Toulon
=% Talks on Christmas Foods prepared long ago.
& Christmas Letters sent home from our velerans.

% Hear the melodies on the organ and victrola.
% Free books to children, while supplies last.
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LEGAL ADS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
CAUSE NO. 2024TX7 TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, TO THEIR UNKNOWN
HEIRS AND DEVISEES), AND TO THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND TO ALL INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS AND
AGENCIES THEREOF, INCLUDING AMONG OTHERS ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, ILLI-
NOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, ILLINOIS DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT SE-
CURITY, STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPT OF HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) GENERAL
COUNSEL AND STARK COUNTY CLERK, STARK COUNTY TREASURER, CITY OF TOULON, STARK COUNTY
STATE'S ATTORNEY, AND TO OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE PAR-
CELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:
Parcel Number  Owners/Parties Interested

Cert Number  Street Or Common Address

03-18-304-002  MCCURDY,ELIZABETH ANNE 202100013 109 JACKSON ST.

03-18-304-002  MCCURDY, ALLAN DEAN WARD 202100013 109 JACKSON ST.

04-36-200-006  RIVERSIDE PROCESSING CO INC A/K/A 202100026 STATE ROUTE 17 &
RIVERSIDE PROCESSING, INC. TOWNSHIP ROAD 700
PRES: W GALE PHEIFFER

04-36-200-006  PRINCEVILLE STATE BANK 202100026 STATE ROUTE 17 &

TOWNSHIP ROAD 700

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVESAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON OCTOBER 25, 2022, FOR GENERALTAXES
FOR THE YEAR 2021 AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD OF REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE EX-
PIRES MAY 19, 2025. TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECTING ISSUANCE OF
TAX DEEDS HAS BEEN FILED IN THE ABOVE SAID CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED PARCELS BY STARK
COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON JUNE 20, 2025 AT 11:00 AM [COURTROOM 1], SAID PETITIONER
WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER THAT A TAX DEED ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVESAID PARCEL NOT REDEEMED
ON OR BEFORE MAY 19, 2025. /S/ STARK COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
ADDRESS: 130 WEST MAIN, TOULON, IL 61483

TELEPHONE: (309) 286-5911

Published 12/6, 12/13, 12/20/24

VALLEY TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE
Fiscal Year Ending March 31, 2024
Road & Bridge District
Cash Receipts
Property tax $117,511, state replacement tax $7,225, interest $168, and TOIRMA refund $359. Total cash re-
ceipts $125,263.
Cash Dishursements
Ag View FS $7,179, Martin Equipment $10,311, Morton Community Bank $36,250, Potter Spray Patching
$11,305, Roger Potter Jr. $9,975, TOIRMA $2,468, wages under $25,000 (T. Down, G. Schaffer): $3,730,
cash disbursements under $2,500: $1,007. Total cash disbursements $82,225

Road & Bridge Bridge Construction Building and Equipment ~ TOTAL
Balance March 31,2023  $158,621 $123,747 $48,092 $330,460
Cash Receipts 106,097 11,113 8,053 125,263
Cash Dishursements (82,222) (1) (2) (82,225)
Balance March 31,2024  $182,496 $134,859 $56,143 $373,498

Town Fund

Cash Receipts

Property tax $64,261, state replacement tax $1,278, interest $91, TOIRMA refund $332, and other income
$2,846. Total cash receipts $68,808.

Cash Dishursements

Ameren $1,207, J. Dienst $2,251, JD Belcher $6,775, TOIRMA $2,279, Wages over $25,000 (N. Schaffer)
$27,083, Wages under $25,000 (A. Streitmatter, J. Dienst, J. Scholl, R. Bush, J. Streitmatter, P. Kieser):
$7,420, and cash disbursements under $1,000: $7,334. Total cash disbursements $54,349.

General General Assistance Special Revenue TOTAL
Balance March 31,2023  $174,570 14,195 $- $188,765
Cash Receipts 58,856 3,923 6,029 68,808
Cash Disbursements (45,820) (2,500) (6,029) (54,349)
Balance March 31,2023  $187,606 $15,618 $- $203,224

Subscribed and sworn to this 14th day of November 2024, |, Joyce Scholl, Supervisor of Valley Township,
County of Stark, State of Illinois, do certify that the above is a true copy of the annual treasurer’s report for
the fiscal year ending March 31, 2024.

Published 12/13/24

Joyce Scholl, Supervisor

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE Claims against the estate may be Visit:

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF KEITH D. ORR,
Deceased.
No. 2024P121

CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Keith D. Orr. Letters of Office were
issued on November 26, 2024 to
Dianna Orr and Lorie Manthe as
Independent Representatives whose
attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC.

filed in the office of the clerk of
court, Henry County Courthouse,
Cambridge, lllinois, or with the
representative, or both, on or before
June 5th, 2025. Any claim not filed
by that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney
within 10 days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must first
create an account with an e-filing
service provider.

http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you need
additional help or have trouble e-
filing, visit:
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/g
ethelp.asp, or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Barash & Everett, LLC

Attorney for Executor

211 W. 2nd St.

Kewanee, IL 61443

(309) 852-5555

Published 12/13, 12/20/24, 1/3/25
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lllinois better prepared
for recession than in past

By BEN SZALINKSKI
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD — State lawmakers will
face a projected budget deficit and slow-
ing revenue when they return to Spring-
field in January, but a new report shows
fiscal decisions made in recent years have
put Illinois in a better position to handle a
recession than any time in recent decades.

No state is immune from the negative
effects of an economic downturn, but I1li-
nois is more prepared today than it was for
the Great Recession of 2007-2009 or the
COVID-19 recession of 2020, according
to a new report from the Illinois Economic
Policy Institute and University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign’s Project for Middle
Class Renewal.

The report analyzed nine indicators of
progress, such as fund balances and past
due bills, that would help the state weather
a future economic downturn.

“Illinois is better positioned to overcome
challenges and withstand the forces that
trigger recessions than at any other point
in recent history,” ILEPI economist Frank
Manzo told Capitol News Illinois.

The main reason Illinois is more pre-
pared is because it eliminated its backlog
of unpaid bills in the years since the state’s
budget impasse ended in 2017. The back-
log had reached nearly $17 billion at the
height of the two-year impasse between
Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner and Dem-
ocrats in the General Assembly. But it
now sits generally between a $2 billion to
$3 billion range, putting it in line with a
standard 30-day billing cycle.

Illinois has enjoyed nine credit upgrades
collectively from the three major credit
rating agencies since the impasse, as bills
are now paid by the comptroller when
they arrive each month.“Those higher
credit ratings allow the state to borrow
money at lower interest rates, which save
money for Illinois taxpayers. Lower Gen-
eral Fund deficits and better credit ratings
put Illinois in a much better position to re-
duce the depth and severity of the next re-
cession,” the report stated.

A healthier reserve fund also provides
the state with more money to fund opera-
tions if revenue dips. The Budget Stabi-
lization Fund, more commonly known as
the “rainy day” fund, had a balance of
$2.2 billion as of Dec. 2. That’s a major
improvement from 2007 when the fund
had just $276 million available, enough to
fund the state for four days, according to
the report. But researchers also said Illi-
nois should follow a Fitch Ratings recom-
mendation to set aside $3 billion to $5
billion in reserves.

Researchers also credited the state’s re-
cent decisions to increase annual pay-
ments into state pension funds when
surpluses allowed for it. In fiscal years
2022 and 2023, the state contributed $700
million more in total to its pension funds
than was required by law, helping to slow
the growth of unfunded liabilities.

The pension systems were collectively

4300.

funded at 46% at the end of fiscal year
2024, according to the Commission on
Government Forecasting and Accountabil-
ity. That’s an improvement from 44.6%
funded last year and the highest ratio since
2021 when the state enjoyed strong invest-
ment returns. However, unfunded pension
liabilities grew by $1.5 billion in FY24 to
$143.7 billion. The liability has continued
to grow after briefly declining in 2021.

The pension payment required by law
each year, meanwhile, will consume about
19 percent of the state’s general revenue
spending in FY25.

Still, a separate report from COGFA
showed Illinois lags the nation in new job
growth when compared to pre-pandemic
job levels in fall 2019. The state has re-
covered all the jobs lost during the pan-
demic, but has only added about 29,000
jobs since October 2019, an increase of
0.5% compared to the national rate of
4.9%, according to COGFA Chief Econ-
omist Benjamin Varner.

The Champaign-Urbana and Blooming-
ton metropolitan areas are the only ones in
[llinois to surpass the national job growth
rate since the pandemic, logging growth
numbers of 8.4% and 7.3% respectively,
according to COGFA. The Champaign
area, with the University of Illinois’ main
campus, benefited as a hub of government
employment while Bloomington has seen
new manufacturing growth.

The Chicago area saw 0.3% growth and
made gains in the private education and
health services sector, but lost hospitality
jobs. The Kankakee metropolitan area saw
the largest decline since 2019 with total
employment down 5.2%.

Researchers with ILEPI and UIUC also
noted Illinois has a new tool to mitigate
job losses when the next recession hits. Il-
linois implemented a work-share program
that allows employers to temporarily re-
duce employees’ hours and receive partial
unemployment benefits to help avoid lay-
offs. It was created in 2015, but the state
didn’t implement it until 2021. NPR Tlli-
nois previously reported it could have
saved up to 124,000 jobs and reduced un-
employment costs by $1 billion during the
2020 recession.

Replenishing the state’s unemployment
insurance trust fund after the pandemic,
increasing investments in public educa-
tion, passing an infrastructure bill, climate
resilience projects and embracing a Medi-
caid expansion under the federal Afford-
able Care Act all help create jobs and
financial security for residents, which
creates more stability in the state’s econ-
omy, according to the report.

But the report also suggested state law-
makers should review Illinois’ tax struc-
ture. Researchers wrote the state’s flat
income tax structure and local reliance on
property taxes is more resilient than other
tax systems to a recession, but the lack of
robust sales taxes on services creates more
vulnerability.
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SERVICES

© SALVAGE: Buying junk autos,
farm equipment, grain bins, and
also doing total farm clean up. Call
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531.

* MORE HEAT. LESS WOOD: Clas-
sic Edge Titanium HDX EPA certi-
fied OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE.
26% Tax Credit. Prices start as low
as $9,525! Call today (309) 565-

* REMODELING & REPAIR: Most
types of quality home remodeling
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25
years of experience. We also do
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and
more. Small jobs welcome! Call me
at (309) 995-3364.

FOR RENT

© TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom
apartment for rent in Toulon, 105 E.

Main. Call (309) 678-1831

FOR SALE

e Wooden table, chairs, metal
chairs, microwave/stand, Dr. scale,
mirror, gas stove 2 yrs old, hardly
used, walker/seat. Call 815-303-

9035
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IHSA adjusting classification schedule

The Illinois High School Association
Board of Directors on Monday voted to
begin using a one-year classification cycle
instead of the current two-year cycle.

As a result, the IHSA will use enroll-
ments collected by the Illinois State Board
of Education in September 2024 to deter-
mine a school’s classification for the

2025-26 school year.

In a press release, the IHSA said its

ments.”

board “has heard the concerns from the
public, and more importantly, from our
member schools in the days since the

completion of the IHSA’s fall state tourna-

And in 2025, the IHSA board said it

plans to “delve deeper into all aspects that

impact IHSA classifications.”
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Answers

1. 'The Hunchback of Notre Dame."
2. Eight maids a-milking.

3. Southern Africa.

4. Thurgood Marshall.

5. Mitosis.

6. The Kringle 3000.

7. The blue whale.
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8. Mobile, Alabama.
9. Mercury.

.
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10. "Full House."
¢) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

,,\*

1. Moana 2 (PG)
2. Wicked (PG)
3. Gladiator Il (R)
4. Red One (PG-13)

13)

7. Venom: The Last Dance (PG-13)
8. Heretic (R)

9. The Wild Robot (PG)

10. A Real Pain (R)

_# | (c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

TOP 10 MOVIES

5. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever (PG)
6. Bonhoeffer: Pastor. Spy. Assasin. (PG-

9. ASTRONOMY: Which planet is the smallest in

10. TELEVISION: Which 1980s-1990s TV family
sitcom had a holiday episode titled "A Very Tanner

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion
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_“_CHURCH DIRECTORY

Toulon Methodist Church
229 W. Main St., P.0O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483
Phone (309) 286-2224
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224 or (217) 778-1591
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

LaFayette Methodist Church
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449
Phone (309) 995-3371
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591.
LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

West Jersey United Methodist Church

Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL. Rev. Pablo Marty
Phone (217) 425-5707
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Elmira United Presbyterian Church
Rev. Art Blegen
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483
(309) 896-3481
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

The Gatherlnv%j Church
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m.

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491
email: info@thegathering.life
web: https://www.thegathering.life/
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life

1st Congregational Church of Toulon
(309) 286-4901
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com
website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org

Galva Congregational Church
Pastor Marshall Jones
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, lllinois 61434
(309) 932-3733
Service Time 10 a.m.

First Baptist Church
“faith in truth"
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA
Main Service: Sun 10:30
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor
(309) 932-2713 » GalvaBaptistChurch.com

Wsyomlng Nazarene Church
17 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491
309-695-4523 leave message
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages
Sunday Worship: 11:00
Wednesday Night TBD
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz

First Con%regatlonal Church
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491
(309) 695-4091
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Check us out on Facebook
First Congregational Church of Wyoming, lllinois

Toulon First Baptist Church
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon
(309) 286-4611
Sunday School 9 a.m. * Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m.
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m.
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com
www.ToulonBaptist.com
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance

St. Timothy Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491
allsaintsil.com

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA)
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL
Casual, family friendly
Rev. Katie Gallagher
Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall)
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Children's Sunday School 10:30 a.m. Worship
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com
1-309-932-3346
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL

Galva First United Methodist Church
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart
214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434
(309) 932-2460
preachinghope@gmail.com
galvafirst@gmail.com
Sunday Worship: 9:00

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church
Father John Cramer
716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun.at9a.m., Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m.

Wyoming United Methodist Church
Pastor Rebecca Klemm
302 North Main Street PO Box 287 Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.
309-606-9027
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com
Service is held at 10:30 Sunday morning.

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m.
Rev Dan Wright
309-897-8113 309-507-1626
thewrights62@hotmail.com

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000
newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given
the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to:
ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES

Wayne B. Abbott

GALVA — Wayne B. Abbott, 89,
lifetime resident of Galva, passed
away on Dec. 5, 2024. He was born
on Sept. 5, 1935, in Galva, I11., the
son of Alva R. and Helen I. (Jackson)
Abbott.

Wayne graduated from Galva High
School in 1953, .
where he played
basketball, track
and sang in the
chorus. He also
played semi-pro
basketball. In
1958, he was
drafted into the Abbott
U.S. Army, 25th division artillery,
and was stationed in Hawaii. He sang
in the Soldiers Pacific Chorus.

In 1955, before joining the Army,
he joined and served the American
Legion Fusiliers for the rest of his
life. He took the team to three na-
tional competitions and to the dedica-
tion of the Vietham Memorial. They
won several competitions and
parades under his command. He as-
sisted the Geneseo Legion Color
Guard in their first-place win. He
also assisted the Mason City Legion
Color Guard in their first-place state
win. He has attended over 600 vet-
eran’s funeral services with the Fusil-
iers.

Wayne was the American Legion
commander for six years. He helped
design and plan the Avenue of Flags
at the Galva Cemetery. He also de-
signed the Veterans Walk. He was on
the uniform groups commission for
the American Legion Department of
[llinois for seven years and served as
director for three years. He was also
the superintendent for Veteran’s Day
at the Illinois State Fair.

In 1960, Wayne joined the civil de-
fense search and rescue and the
Galva Fire Department, serving 41
years before leaving as a captain. He
joined the Black Knights Drum and
Bugle Corps from 1960-65.

In 1979, he joined and headed the
committee over the Galva Fourth of
July celebrations for 25 years. In
2003, he was the Grand Marshall in
the Fourth of July parade. He was a
member of the First United Method-
ist Church where he sang in the
choir. He enjoyed singing and sang at
weddings, funerals and several area
dances.

He was a big fan of Willie Nelson.
On hot summer days he would leave
a cooler of cold water next to his
mailbox for the mail carriers and was
a blood donor of over eight gallons to
the American Red Cross.

Wayne was the type of guy his chil-
dren would say, “You just can’t take
him anywhere.” He always had
something to say about everything to
anybody and always tried to put a
smile on people’s faces. A few things
you could say about Wayne, he was
funny, stubborn and very patriotic.

He married Lorraine Evans
(Norbo) in 1959, and they had three
children. He then married Sally
Homer in 1974, and they had two
children. He is survived by four chil-
dren, Dawn (Gary) Petersen and
Robert (Sue), all of Dixon, Ill.,
Theresa (Clayton) Dickerson of Vic-
toria, Ill., and Ryan (Teri) of Kewa-
nee, I11.; three stepchildren; 12
grandchildren, four stepgrandchil-
dren; 11 great-grandchildren with

one on the way; and 13 step-great-
grandchildren.

Wayne was preceded in death by
his parents Alva and Helen; brothers,
Robert and Donald; sister Dorothy
Brody; his wives; a daughter, Kim
(Abbott) Thomson; an infant grand-
son, Joshua Wayne Thomson; and
stepson Carl Norbo.

Funeral services were to be held at
11 a.m., Thursday, Dec. 12 at Rux
Funeral Home in Galva. A visitation
was to be held from 5-7 p.m., Wed-
nesday, Dec. 11 at the funeral home.
The burial will be in Galva Cemetery
where military rites will be accorded
by the Galva Fusiliers. In lieu of
flowers memorials may be directed
to Wounded Warriors.

Steven A. Bent

WYOMING - Steven A. Bent, 55,
of Wyoming, passed away at 3:58
p.m. Friday, Dec. 6, 2024, at OSF St.
Francis Medical Center in Peoria.
Steven was born on March 9, 1969,
in Kewanee to 4
James and Kath-
leen (Groy) Bent.

Surviving are
his father, James
Bent of Wyo-
ming; three
sisters, Debra
Clark of Toulon, Bent
Kathy (Wendell) Cochren of Toulon
and Lisa Bent of Kewanee; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his
mother, Kathleen Bent, and his
brother, Terry Bent.

Steven graduated from Wyoming
High School in 1988 and later gradu-
ated with associate degrees from
Black Hawk College and Illinois
Central College.

Steven was a great uncle, an avid
collector of baseball cards, coins,
knives and guns, and loved sports,
especially the Dallas Cowboys and
the Chicago Cubs.

There will be no public services. A
private burial will be in Wyoming
Cemetery at a later date. Haskell Fu-
neral & Cremation Services in Wyo-
ming is assisting the family with
arrangements.

Condolences for Steven’s family
may be left on his tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

Sandra K. Cantwell

GALVA — Sandra K. (Busch) Cant-
well of Galva, formerly of Bradford,
passed away at 8:10 p.m. Nov. 16,
2024, at Richard Owens Hospice
Home in Peoria. Sandy was born in
Peoria, on April
12, 1954, the
daughter of the
late Kenneth and
Ruth (Snider)
Busch of Elm-
wood.

She loved fish- i
ing, watching Cantwell
Wheel of Fortune and Jeopardy and
spending time with her grandchil-
dren: teaching them how to make
homemade breads cookies and rolls
and teaching them how to plant
flowers and gardens.

Sandy is survived by her youngest
son, Jason Cantwell and daughter-in-
law and caregiver Nicole King, both
of Galva; grandchildren Sammi
Cantwell (Dallas) of Henderson,
Wyatt King and great-granddaughter
Mazikien King of Kewanee, Baila
King (Zack) of Henderson, Hailey
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(Timothy) Boudreau, great-grand-
sons Rowan and Sebastian of North
Liberty, lowa, Chloe Cantwell of
Chillicothe, Emiley Underwood of
Orion, Claire Cantwell of Iowa, Wil-
low Cantwell of Castleton; and her
older brother Jim (Laurie) Busch of
Washington, Il1.

Sandy was preceded in death by
her parents, her younger brother John
Busch and her firstborn son Mason
Cantwell.

A celebration of life will be held
Sunday, Dec. 15, at 1 p.m. at the
American Legion in Galva.

Pamela A. Cunningham

PEORIA HEIGHTS — Pamela A.
Cunningham, 74, of Peoria Heights,
passed away at 3:22 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Dec. 4, 2024, at OSF Saint Mary
Medical Center in Galesburg.

She was born in Peoria, on July 25,
1950, the daughter of the late Harold
and Vivian =
(Knowles) -
Bergthold.

Surviving Pam
are her two chil-

dren, Amy

(Shawn) Marksity -4
of Peoria and

Stanley D. Cun- ~ Cunningham

ningham Jr. of Princeville; two
grandsons, Michael Marksity of Peo-
ria and Timothy Marksity of Pekin;
two siblings, Christopher (Kim)
Bergthold of Congerville and Mar-
lene (Tom) Wells of Downs; six
nieces and nephews; 11 great-nieces
and nephews; two aunts, Delores and
Willadean of Aurora; and her ex-hus-
band, Stanley D. Cunningham Sr. of
Princeville.

Pam graduated from Wyoming
High School and attended Black
Hawk College before her marriage.
She worked for Boston Financial in
Peoria and was the property manager
at Haymeadow Apartments.

She enjoyed spending time with
her family any chance she got. Pam
enjoyed playing pool, bowling and
hanging out with her friends. She
was beloved by all who knew her.
Pam spent her last days at the Knox
County Nursing Home where her
daughter works and where she was
cared for by their dedicated staff.

A private graveside service will
take place at the Wyoming Cemetery.
Memorial contributions can be made
to Illinois CancerCare. Haskell Fu-
neral and Cremation Services in Wy-
oming is assisting with
arrangements.

To leave condolences for Pam’s
family, please visit www.haskellfun-
eral.com.

Carole J. Gibbs

LaFAYETTE — Carole J. Gibbs, 89,
of LaFayette, died at 7:08 a.m., Fri-
day, Dec. 6, 2024, at the OSF Rich-
ard L. Owens Hospice Home in
Peoria.

She was born
Aug. 9, 1935, on
the family farm
between Victoria
and Williamsfield
on the edge of
Redbrush in Knox
County, the
daughter of Wil-
liam Lafayette and Gladys Pearl
(Murphy) Murdock.

Carole attended Salem and Collin-
son country schools until the 8th
grade when ROVA Oneida was con-

Gibbs
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solidated and graduated from ROVA
High School in 1953. She graduated
from Galesburg Cottage Hospital
School of Nursing in 1957 and also
attended the University of Las Vegas,
Nevada and Bradley University.

She married Arnold R. Rossell on
Dec. 1, 1957, in Galesburg and he
preceded her in death on Sept. 27,
2000. She later married Gary Dean
Gibbs on Nov. 28, 2008, in LaFay-
ette.

Survivors include her husband of
Victoria; her three sons, Michael
William Rossell (Lynn Moffitt),
Douglas Ray Rossell and Stephan
Gerald Rossell (Robin Kitterman);,
seven grandchildren; Brett (Lexi),
Jacob, Paige, Megan (Pat) Lodding,
Molly (Cole) Gardner, Stephan Lee
and William Cody; several great-
grandchildren; nieces and nephews;
and many dear friends across the
country.

She was preceded in death by her
parents; her brothers, Billy and Jerry;
her sisters-in-law, Ruth Rossell Mox-
ley and Rosalie Carlson Flickinger;
and many friends and other family
members.

Carole worked for many years as a
registered nurse at different hospitals
and clinics including Galesburg Cot-
tage Hospital, Galesburg Clinic and
facilities in Oklahoma City, Las
Vegas and Nashville. She held state
and national offices for surgery and
anesthesia organizations throughout
her career.

She was a member of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution,
having served as vice regent and re-
gent. She enjoyed knitting, basket
weaving, wordscape and crossword
puzzles and reading. She cherished
her family and friends.

Graveside services were to be held
at 11 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 10, at West-
fall Cemetery in rural Victoria with
Rev. Glenn Corbly officiating. Rux
Funeral Home in Galva is assisting
the family with arrangements.

Herman R. Menken

LaFAYETTE — Herman R.
Menken, 83, of LaFayette, died at
8:50 a.m., Thursday, Dec. 5, 2024, at
the OSF Richard L. Owens Home in
Peoria.

He was born July 19, 1941, in Peo-
ria, the son of Alt and Kathryn (Wag-
ner) Menken. He married Barbara A.
Schwabe on Sept. 23, 1961, in Wyo-
ming, IIl. Survivors include his wife
of LaFayette; his
son, Paul (Terri)
Menken of Hana-
han, S.C.; his
three daughters,
Laura (Fred)
Spiegel and
Christina McCul- :
lough, both of Ke- Me“ke"
wanee, and Betsy (Mike) Wilson of
Lisbon, lowa; a brother, Henry
Menken of Clark, Mo.; five grand-
children; and three great grandchil-
dren.

He was preceded in death by his
parents and his son-in-law, James
McCullough.

Herman graduated from Dunlap
High School in 1959. He farmed in
the area and worked at J. Brody
Meats for 24 years, retiring at the age
of 61. He continued farming until
four years ago. He was of the Lu-
theran faith and was a member of the
Stark County Farm Bureau and en-

joyed dancing square dances and
raising Holstein cows.

Funeral services were to be at 10
a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 11, at Rux
Funeral Home in Galva with Rev.
Katie Gallagher officiating. A visita-
tion was Dec. 10 at the funeral home.
Burial will be in Galva Cemetery.
Memorials may be directed to Abil-
ities Plus or to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

Patricia A. Pritchard

EAST PEORIA — Patricia A. “Pat”
Pritchard, 71, of East Peoria,
formerly of Speer, passed away un-
expectedly at 8:49 a.m. Saturday,
Dec. 7, 2024, at Carle Health Meth-
odist Hospital in Peoria. Pat was
born on Jan. 9, 1953, in Kewanee to
the late George “Jack” and Marjorie
(Malone) Pritchard.

Surviving is her sister, Donna Prit-
chard of Peoria, and several cousins
and close friends who will miss her
dearly.

Growing up in
Speer, Pat at-
tended Valley
Grade School
and graduated
from Wyoming
High School in
1971. She went
on to graduate from Illinois State
University in 1975, and later receive
a master of library science degree
from Dominican University.

She worked in central Illinois pub-
lic libraries for 40 years. She spent
many years in the Fondulac District
Library where she was “Miss Pat,”
the children’s librarian. She retired
from the McClure Branch of the Peo-
ria Public Library as a branch head in
2015. In her retirement, Pat became
active in the Osher Lifelong Learn-
ing Institute at Bradley University.
She facilitated many study groups on
movies and literature.

Her visitation will be from 4-6 p.m.
on Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2024, at Has-
kell Funeral & Cremation Services in
Wyoming. A burial will be in Toulon
Cemetery at a later date.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute at Bradley University, 1501
W. Bradley, Peoria, IL 61625.

Checks must be made payable to
Bradley University with OLLI in the
memo field.

Condolences may be left for Pat’s
family on her tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

Shirley A. Stabler

WYOMING - Shirley Ann
Stabler, 72, of Wyoming, Ill.,
passed away on Dec. 9, 2024, at
OSF Richard L. Owens Hospice
Home in Peoria, Ill. Shirley was
born Dec. 4, 1952, in Elgin, IlL., to
Robert and Dorothy Firnbach.

She married John Stabler on Nov.
30, 1974, and they had ]ust cele—
brated 50 years
of marriage. He
survives along
with her children,
Sarah (Daniel)
Cordis of Prince-
ville and Cody
(Ashlee) Stabler
of Brimfield.

Her greatest joy came from
family, and she took immense pride
in being “Grandma Shirl” to her
grandchildren, Claire, Oliver, Wyatt
and June. She is further survived by

Pritchard

tabler
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one sister, Joan Burger of Arlington
Heights, IlL.; two brothers, Steve
Firnbach of Roscoe, Ill., and Dave
Firnbach of Salem, Wis.; as well as
many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her
parents and a brother, Don Firn-
bach.

Shirley graduated from Western
[llinois University and later re-
ceived her master’s degree from
Olivet Nazarene University. Her
professional teaching journey was
at Wyoming Grade School, where
she taught for 35 years, touched
many lives and made lifelong
friendships.

Shirley was raised in the Catholic
faith and she spent a lifetime im-
mersed in its teachings and beliefs.
Shirley was proud of growing up at-
tending St. James Catholic Church
in Arlington Heights and parochial
primary, middle and high schools.
She was an active member and reg-
ular attendee of St. Dominic Catho-
lic Church in Wyoming for 50
years. The foundation of Shirley’s
life was her faith.

Also known for her green thumb,
Shirley had a passion for gardening
and landscaping. Shirley derived
great joy from the countless hours
she spent every year tending to her
flower beds and garden.

Shirley’s friendships were impor-
tant to her. She drew strength and
inspiration from her regular break-
fast get-togethers with retired
teachers and neighbors. John and
Shirley spent their retirement years
traveling as often as they could to
visit friends near and far.

Shirley’s family sincerely appre-
ciates the compassionate care she
received at OSF Richard L. Owens
Hospice Home.

Funeral Mass will take place on
Friday, Dec. 20, 2024, at St. Dom-
inic Catholic Church in Wyoming at
10 a.m. The Rev. John the Baptist
Uwigaba and The Rev. Corey Kren-
giel will co-officiate. Burial will
follow in the St. Dominic Cemetery
in Wyoming. Visitation will take
place on Thursday, Dec. 19, 2024,
at Haskell Funeral and Cremation
Services in Wyoming from 5-7 p.m.
In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.

To leave condolences for Shir-
ley’s family, please visit www.has-
kellfuneral.com.

Harold Hodges

EDELSTEIN - Harold “Ralph”
Hodges, 72, of Edelstein, passed
away on Dec. 5, 2024, with his
family by his side.

Ralph was born in Bakersfield,
Calif., the son of Harold and Gloria
(Hukill) Hodges. He married Pamela
Neahring in 1979, and lived in Edel-
stein for many years.

He began and operated a land-sur-
veying business for over 30 years, re-
tiring in 2018.

Ralph’s survivors include his wife,
Pamela; his son, Michael (Laura)
Hodges of Peoria; and his sisters,
Jane Cagle of California and Kathy
Apperson of Texas.
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J.D0. 60 include: 1953 sor, #6013148; 1955 ser.
#ED4ET 0, 1955 ser. #E048 185,
J.0. TO include: 1955 ser. #7T011090; 1956 sor.
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sor. # 5024659 w! 550 Barber Green
material conveyer machine # 550-1555; 4.0,
3 pt. hitch; J.D. LU stationary engineg;
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Abtorney for seller: Reymolds (Rip) Evercet
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Stark Coum"s ne gymnasium is nearly ready for basketball games. The boys team is scheduled to

play its first game in the new facility on Jan. 10.

Rebels win finale in old gym

NICK VLAHOS
For The Prairie News

TOULON - The final
scheduled varsity boys bas-
ketball game at Glenn Bu-
chert Gymnasium probably
won’t be remembered as a
masterpiece.

But one minute of inspi-
ration from Ben Browning
helped make it a thing of
beauty for Stark County.

The junior guard scored
five in a row late in the
fourth quarter to erase a
Brimfield lead and push
the hosts to a 37-33 non-
conference victory.

Brimfield had won four
of'its first five games and
led 14-13 at halftime in its
sixth as both teams strug-
gled from the field. But
Stark County made just
enough baskets and de-
fended well enough to win
its second in a row after
four losses to begin the
season.

The Rebels’ next home
game, Jan. 10 against
Knoxville, is to be their
first in a new gym under
construction near the cur-
rent one, which opened in
1960. First-year Stark
County Coach Kane Mas-
tin probably won’t soon
forget the finale.

“If you would have told
me that we would have
scored 13 points in a half
and been down one and
had a really good chance to
win, I would have thought
that [ was dreaming,” he
said.

“I thought the kids
played really, really well
and committed to the de-
fensive side of the floor
and when the moment
called for it, we made the
plays that we had to.”

Perhaps no plays were
bigger than the ones
Browning made after
Brimfield took a 31-29

lead with 2:14 remaining
in the game. Browning’s
three-point play at 1:57
gave Stark County a last-
ing lead. Fifty-two seconds
later, his layup made it 34-
31

“A lot was going through
my head, but I knew our
team could come through
after that,” Browning said.

In the final 18 seconds,
Stark County had a defen-
sive stop and sealed the
outcome by going 3-for-4
on free throws. Browning
finished with a team-high
12 points.

“This is my third year
with him, and I feel like
this is the first time where
you knew that the moment
was not going to get too
bright and he was ready for
it,” said Mastin, who as-
sisted Browning’s father,
Dusty Browning, before he

resigned following the
Continued on Page 9
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