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INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE

State to pay
filing fees
for some

By JADE AUBREY
Capitol News lllinois

Many Illinois residents will be
able to use the IRS Direct File
service to electronically prepare
and file their 2024 federal tax re-
turns for free.

Almost 2 million eligible Illinois
taxpayers will be able to use Di-
rect File starting Jan. 27. Gov. J.B.
Pritzker said this service will, “put
money typically spent on tax prep-
aration services back into the
pockets of hardworking families
across Illinois.”

After users file their federal
taxes, Direct File will connect user
to MyTax Illinois, Illinois’ free
state income tax filing system
where they can file their Illinois
state returns. The program is ac-

State dr/'vr’s licenses and ID cards may soon be available on iPhones. But they will not
replace physical IDs. Capitol News photo by Andrew Adams.

cessible on mobile phones, lap-
tops, tablets or desktop computers
and users will have access to help
through a chatbot in both English
and Spanish.

“We understand that a signifi-
cant amount of time and money is
spent every year to ensure per-
sonal income tax returns are filed
accurately and on time,” said Illi-
nois Department of Revenue Di-
rector David Harris. “This

integration will help relieve stress
and financial burden for tax-
payers.”

The IRS created Direct File as a
result of the Inflation Reduction
Act, which was signed in 2022 by
President Joe Biden. It began as a
test program in 2024 and will be-
come permanent in 25 states this
year. The IRS estimates that over
30 million taxpayers will be eligi-

Continued on Page 2

County board intrigue

Board member criticized for comments

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News
TOULON - The Stark
County board of supervi-

sors announced commit-
tee assignments during
Tuesday’s meeting and
heard criticism of a board
member by vice-chair
Robin Nowlan.

During public comment,
Nowlan read a statement
criticizing comments
made previously by fel-
low board member Tom
Howes.

“These are going to ad-
dress the comments you
made at the last meeting,
Tom,” Nowlan said.
“First, I think it was very
unprofessional some of
the comments that were
made (as) personal attacks
on the county board chair
(Kari Bush).

“Comments like (get-

ting) through meetings to
get to family events. Just
because she doesn’t travel
in the same circles,
doesn’t mean she isn’t
known in our community.
Because she is.”

Howes did not respond
to Nowlan’s statement.

Committees, with the
first person named as
chair, are: Police — Jamie
Schaffer and Howes;
Legislative — Joe Orwig
and Bill Loane; Economic
Development — Schaffer
and Tim McMillen;
Health Board —
Bush;Road and Bridge —
Nowlan and Adam Wil-
son; Buildings — Wilson
and Nowlan.

County Engineer Judd
Giffin said he did not
have an official report for

the meeting.
Continued on Page 2

Toulon may handle house demolition

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE

For The Prairie News

TOULON - The Toulon City
Council has decided that city
workers can handle the demoli-
tion of a home after reviewing
bids for the project.

The council met Monday
night and opened four bids for
the demolition of the house at
213 E. Greenwood St., which
was formerly occupied by
Charles Slightom Sr.

After a long discussion, the
board decided city employees
will demolish that house in-

www.banksbt.bank

stead of hiring a contractor to
do the work.

The low bid was $15,735 by
NRE Land Solutions LLC of
Toulon, but the council decided
the city can do the project, plus
tear down another house on
South Street, for less money.

The council approved renting
dumpsters for no more than
$9,000 and renting an exca-
vator for no more than $6,600.
If no other costs arise, this
would be a savings of $135
under the contractor’s low bid,
not counting the hourly wages

of city staff.

Only one bid was received to
replace the roof of the mauso-
leum in Toulon Cemetery,
which has needed repairs for
years. Cemetery funds will pay
for the approved expense of
$46,878 to R.A. Oldeen Roof-
ing Inc. of Kewanee to tear off
and replace the roof.

City Employee Matt For-
strom informed the council that
the city’s water plant will be
shut down on Tuesday, Jan. 21,

at 8 p.m. for necessary electri-
Continued on Page 2

Ilinois has received more than 4,800 entries for the state-flag redesign contest.
Above are four of the 13 finalists, including one that is the current state flag.
Public voting runs through Feb. 14 at apps.ilsos.gov/stateflag.

STATE BANK

TOULON

) The quality, not the longevity, of one's life is

7

|

We

what is important.

-Martin Luther King, Jr.

| be closed Monday, January 20th to

honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Galva
309-932-2131

State Bank of Toulon
309-286-2861

Kewanee
309-852-3366
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Andrews Implement Co.
GE & Hotpoint Appliances Holland Grills
@ 104 E. Main Street
P.O. Box 229
GE APPLIANCES o
Altona, Illinois 61414

Email: andrewsimp@mymctc.net

First Congregational Church, Toulon

All are invited to a
Community Service
Followed by a Soup Supper

January 19*, 5:00 PM

Speaker: Warton Hertz de Oliveira
Partnership Coordinator of
Barnabas Aid in Brazil and our
guest minister during January.

Come and hear stories of faith, strength, and
hope from those who have suffered enduring
persecution for their faith in Christ.

This event is free and open to the public.

Residential Commercial Agricultural

» Standby Generators SENERAC
* Trenching * Bucket/Boom Truck
* Shop Light Upgrades * Telecommunications
Lucas Herrmann

309-657-2755

Phone: (309) 484-5591

TUCKER

—

ERAIERSESERVICEQACCES SORIES

9933 St. Hwy. 78 LaFayette, IL

309-286-3241

tuckertrailers.com

COUNTY: Board to get paid for meetings

Continued from Page 1

“I just have everything ready for
the (closed) executive session,” Gif-
fin said.

The last agenda item was acqui-
sition of real property for county
highway facilities, which was dis-
cussed for one hour in closed ses-
sion. The same agenda item was
first discussed last May and has
been tabled every month since then.

After the board reopened the
meeting, Bush said, “No action has
been taken, we discussed property

already owned by the county.”

The board discussed a resolution
concerning paying themselves a sal-
ary for attending meetings. The
board decided to pay each member
$100 for each meeting attended,
plus $150 per meeting for the
county chairperson. The budgeted
amount is $10,000 and this is for a
two-year period.

Also, mileage — at the going rate —
will be paid for traveling outside of
committee meetings.

All board members voted yes to

the changes.

County Treasurer Paula Leezer
said there was “nothing out of the
norm” for the monthly report.

The board also passed resolutions
reappointing Tom McMabhill to the
planning commission for three
years, also reappointing Carl Ryan
to the zoning board of appeals for
five years and a Motor Fuel Tax
resolution for $100,000 of MFT
funds to be used for the purpose of
maintaining streets and highways.

There was no sheriff’s report.

TAX FILING: [Ds on iPhone available soon

Continued from Page 1
ble for Direct File in 2025.

To check eligibility and to use the
service, visitwww.irs.gov/filing/irs-
direct-file-for-free. Individuals may
not qualify if they:

» Have unreported cash income,
such as tips or alimony.

 Have income from sources such
as gig work that’s reported on other
tax forms.

» Have added or used money from
a Medical Savings Account.

* Have taken distributions from
employer-sponsored retirement
plans, like a 401(k), pension, annu-
ity, 403(b), or governmental 457(b).

» Have made contributions to or
taken distributions from an IRA.

* Exceed $200,000 in wages (or
$168,600 if they had more than one
employer).

* File as Married Filing Jointly,
and their spouse’s wages exceed
$200,000 (or $168,600 if the spouse
had more than one employer).

* File as Married Filing Jointly,
and have combined wages exceed-
ing $250,000.

* File as Married Filing Sep-
arately, and wages exceed $125,000.
* Claim additional tax credits for
college tuition or other higher edu-

cation expenses, energy efficient
home updates or adoption expenses.

* Take itemized deductions.

Mobile driver’s licenses
and state IDs

Illinois Secretary of State Alexi
Giannoulias says he hopes to bring
mobile driver’s licenses and state
IDs to iPhones by the end of the
year.

Giannoulias announced Monday
that his office has officially started
working with Apple to allow users
to access their driver’s licenses and
state IDs digitally on their iPhone or
Apple Watch.

He said in a news release he ex-
pects to expand these features in the
future for additional digital wallets,
such as Google Wallet for Android
users.

Lawmakers passed House Bill
4592 last spring, allowing the secre-
tary of state to issue mobile IDs and
driver’s licenses. When it rolls out,

[llinois will be the 11th state to
adopt mobile IDs.

But a mobile driver’s license and
ID would not replace physical cards.

The cards would be issued “in ad-
dition to, and not instead of”” a phys-
ical ID, under the law. The law
allows agencies and private entities
to choose if they want to accept
electronic IDs in place of physical
ones, but “upon request by law en-
forcement, a credential holder must
provide the credential holder’s phys-
ical credential.”

The secretary of state’s office has
a sign-up page for Illinois residents
to receive updates about the pro-
gram, including when mobile IDs
become available for iPhone users.

The move toward digital IDs is
part of Giannoulias’ “commitment
to modernizing the office,” accord-
ing to his office.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan news service that distributes
state government coverage to hundreds of
news outlets statewide. It is funded prima-

rily by the llinois Press Foundation and
the Robert R. McCormick Foundation.

TOULON: Bids to be accepted for new water tank

Continued from Page 1
cal work.

City Engineer Justin
Reeise said advertising
for the new elevated
water storage tank
“tower” will be for April
1 of this year. The council
will decide which bid to
accept in June or July.

Toulon resident Linda
Dean spoke to the council
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117 W Garfield St.,
Kewanee - $79,000

2 bedroom/ 1 bath.
4-car detached garage.

117 W. Kellog Ave,,
Kewanee

$65,000

2 bedroom/2 bath. 2-car
detached garage.

Edge of town.

710 NW 1st St., Galva-
$90,900

3 bedroom/ 1.5 bath, Beautiful
woodwork. 1-car detached
garage / carport & shed.

Northpoint Estates
Subdivision - Galva
Various building lots available.

during public concerns
about drivers disobeying
the stop sign located at
the intersection of Frank-
lin and Prairie streets near
the high school. She also
said people are speeding
on Franklin Street and
noted that concerns about
speeding on Main Street
have been voiced on so-
cial media.

Police Chief Gary Bent
said he and Ron Salisbury
have sat at the end of
Main Street running speed
radar and people are only
going 1-2 mph over the

speed limit.

The council approved
city clerk Barb Cantwell’s
performance bonus of
$1,800 for the year. The
council also approved a
$1,200 donation to the
Stark County Parents’
Club and $42,673 to pur-
chase a pickup truck from
Gustafson Ford, in Kewa-
nee, to replace the aged
Chevrolet truck that has
many mechanical prob-
lems.

A $3,262 maintenance
contract with Neptune
360 was approved for the

city’s water department.
Also, the drainage ditch at
the Toulon school campus
will be filled in after cul-
verts are installed to ex-
tend the drainage at that
location.

Finally, a $33,666 ex-
penditure to line the Vine
Street sewer pipes was
approved.

Two TIF agenda items
were tabled due to not
having a qualified quorum
of council members pres-
ent to vote on these meas-
ures.

Call
Woltil's

852-2890

for a free estimate on
the installation of a brand
new GAS FURNACE only

NEED A NEW FURNAGE?

Give Us A Call!
We Have
Great Pricing!

WE HAVE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

95% Efficiency
Furnace

$3,350 Installed

Call Debbie Wright - (309) 883-2617 c.n

* Licensed in lllinois

mm#;eal Estate
D B

Broker, Realtor®, SRES®, CRS, ABR

dwright@melfosterco.com

Guardian @y vo

13 Seer
Central Air

$3,045 Installed

Furnace & Central

Air Package
$5,795 Installed

Woltil’

Heating &
Air Conditioning

1101 W. Prospect St. - Kewanee ¢ (309) 852-2890

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties
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PUBLIC RECORD T T, Robert L. Potts
. . Y (> POTTS Stephanie F. Schmieg
1-9 - to the 700 block of NW 5th 7
Incidents & Accidents © the 700 block o Ashlee E. Stabler

Stark County

1-2 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred on the Modena Blacktop.
Driver Cayleb J. Hodson, 19, of
Bettendorf, lowa, was traveling
west when he lost control of his ve-
hicle and skidded sideways into the
eastbound lane and struck the front
of an oncoming vehicle being
driven by Paul M. Cooper, 43, of
Wyoming.

No injuries were reported, and no
tickets were issued. Both vehicles
sustained estimated damage re-
ported at over $1,500.

1-8 - A dog-bite incident was re-
ported from the 300 block of N.
Main St. of Wyoming. The incident
remains under investigation.

1-8 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred at the intersection of Route
40 and 17. Driver Glen L. Waters,
82, of Bradford, was traveling south
when he reportedly admitted to
driving through a stop sign at the
intersection and striking a vehicle
being driven by Christopher P. Mit-
chell, 46, of Henry.

No injuries were reported. Esti-
mated damage to the vehicles was
reported at over $1,500.

1-9 - An assault/aggravated bat-
tery incident was reported to au-
thorities by two teenage juveniles.
The incident remains under investi-
gation.

1-10 - John R. Bannon, 41, Ma-
comb, was cited for speeding 85
mph in a 55 zone. He was issued a
court date to appear.

1-11 - Amie E. Ellberg, 41,
Princeton, was cited for speeding.

1-11 - Cameron L. Verstraete, 21,
Kewanee, was cited was speeding.

1-11 - An employee from the Wy-
oming Casey’s General Store re-
ported a theft after discovering that
an unknown individual had cut the
lock of the business’ propane
supply and stole all the propane.
The incident remains under investi-
gation.

Peoria County report

1-13 - Daphne King, 23, of Wyo-
ming was arrested about 12:45 p.m.
and accused of unlawful possession
of a controlled substance, according
to the Peoria County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

Galva Report
Officer dispatched:

1-6 - to the 400 block of SE 7th
Ave. for a 911 hang-up call. It was
determined to be a misdial.

1-6 - to the 00 block of SW 4th
St. for a verbal disturbance/neigh-
bor dispute. The suspect appeared

Bradford American Legion
is hosting a

(! _ CHILI/ SOUP

SUPPER

When: Saturday,

January 25th, 4 -
DINE-IN ONLY at the LEGION HOME

COST: By Donation

HELP SUPPORT THE
BRADFORD AMERICAN LEGION!
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to be suffering from a mental-health
Crisis.

1-6 - to the 200 block of NE 2nd
Ave. for a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint. The owner was contacted
and agreed to move it.

1-7 - to meet with a registered sex
offender at the Galva Police Depart-
ment to update their registration
form. A copy was emailed to Henry
County for LEADS entry.

1-7 - to the 800 block of W. Divi-
sion St. for a report involving four
loose dogs. The owner was con-
tacted and got them back inside a
residence.

1-7 - to a residence on NW 7th
Ave. for a possible suicidal subject.
The complaint was unfounded.

1-8 - As the result of a traffic stop
in the 200 block of SE 2nd St.,
George Villa, 73, Hanna City, was
cited for operating a vehicle when
registration suspended for man-
datory insurance. He was released
with a required court date.

1-8 - As the result of a traffic stop
in the 00 block of NW 5th Ave.,
Justin Johnson, 36, Woodhull, was
cited for operating a vehicle when
registration suspended for man-
datory insurance and operating an
uninsured vehicle. He was released
with a required court date.

1-8 - As the result of a traffic stop
in the 200 block of SE 5th Ave.,
Leah Anderson, 27, Galva, was
cited for operating a vehicle when
registration suspended for man-
datory insurance. She was released
with a required court date.

1-8 - Alice Smith, 37, Galva, was
issued a citation for having expired
registration in the 00 block of SW
2nd St.

1-9 - Tracy Wunderlich, 46, Ke-
wanee, was cited for operating a ve-
hicle when registration suspended
for mandatory insurance in the 100
block of SE 2nd St. She was re-
leased with a required court date.

1-9 - to assist a citizen by tele-
phone in reference to a juvenile
complaint.

AR

Ave. for a solicitor complaint. Three
subjects were located and educated
about the city ordinance that re-
quires a permit.

1-9 - to the 00 block of SW 5th
St. to assist a citizen.

1-10 - to the 300 block of Front
St. for a physical domestic distur-
bance. As the result, Kaynen Bond,
21, Kewanee was arrested for do-
mestic battery and criminal damage
to property. He was taken to the
Henry County Jail.

1-10 - to the 300 block of Front
St. for a civil stand-by to retrieve
property.

1-10 - to the 700 block of W. Di-
vision St. for a 911 hang-up call. It
was determined to be a pocket dial.

1-10 - to the 900 block of SE 2nd
St. for a 911 hang-up call. Officer
was unable to locate anyone need-
ing assistance.

1-10 - to assist Henry County
with checking the welfare of a sub-
ject walking several miles north of
town. The subject was located and
refused any assistance.

1-10 - As the result of a traffic
stop in the 200 block of SW 1st
Ave., Keith Bell, 58, Williamsfield,
was arrested for possession of
methamphetamine, possession of
drug paraphernalia and obstructing
a police officer. He was taken to the
Galva Police Department for pro-
cessing and then taken to the Henry
County Jail.

1-11 - to the 300 block of Front
St. for a harassment complaint.

1-11 - As the result of an incident
in the 300 block of Front St. on Jan,
10, a subject was served with a ban-
ning letter that prohibits him from
being present on the premises.

1-11 - Melissa Kelly, 47, Galva,
was issued a citation for having ex-
pired registration in the 100 block
of NE 2nd St.

1-12 - to the 900 block of NW 6th
St. for a loose-dog complaint. Of-
ficer was unable to locate.

Property Transfers

1-8 - Karen I. and Steven W.
Kraklow, Paula K. Leezer and
Linda J. Moran to Rumbold &
Kuhn, Inc. - Pt. Sect. 19-12-6 NW -
Consideration = $1,327,650.

1-10 - Kenneth Dean and Roberta
L. Brady to Roberta L. Brady - Pt.
Sect. 1-12-6 NW - 11402 Township
Road 600 N., Wyoming - Consider-
ation = $0.

Marriage
1-6 - Robin Dorene Manno and

Raymond Lyle Wilkinson, both of
El Paso.

SULLIVAN

DOOR COMPANY

7 p.m.

Sales * Service

Installation
Sectional Steel Doors & Openers
Service On All Makes

Spring & Section Replacement

Residential - Commercial

mAvNBR 856-8041

Visit Our
Showroom
www.sullivandoor.com

24 Hour Emergency Service
Free Sales Estimates

Toll Free 877-324-9517
1319 W. 6th St.
Kewanee, I11.

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

Areas of Practice:
« Wills, Trusts & Powers  « Agricultural Law

of Attorney « Local Government
» Trust & Estate « Business Planning
Administration

& Formation
« Real Estate Transactions

118 West Main Street » P.O. Box 368
Elmwood, Illinois 61529 « (309) 742-3611

PRIORITY PLUMBING
PLUS

DARREN BEELER

Lic.058-151366

309-385-4400 309-360-1884cELL
Princeville, IL

FARMERS « LANDOWNERS

« Quality Service . Quality Products . Quality Connections

QuaLity

FARM TILING, INC.

"Quality Work at Farmer Friendly Prices”

Laser Controlled

GPS Mapping
WESTON STAHL

16351 Twp. Rd. 1150N - Bradford, IL
(309) 897-8256 Home « (309) 238-3291 Mobile

REQUEST FOR BIDS
MOWING AND TRIMMING,

TOULON CEMETERY

The City of Toulon is accepting bids for
mowing and trimming of Toulon Cemetery for
mowing season of 2025.

This is bid for mowing the complete cemetery
grounds. Grass around headstones will
be trimmed, rather than killed with Round-Up
herbicide. Experience in the past shows that the
trimming around the headstones should be done,
on the average, at least every other mowing.

For other expectations and questions, may call
City Hall, 309-286-5042, Monday-Friday,
8:30-12 and 1-4:30.

Bids are to be mailed to Toulon City Hall,
P.O. Box 597, Attn: Larry Hollis - Mowing
Bids, Toulon, IL 61483. Bids will be opened at
the February 10th city council meeting.

Super Crossword
Answers

—— Weekly SUDOKU

Answer CryptoQuote
1]6[3]4]9][7]2][8]5 answer
8la|5]|6[2[1]|9]7]3 .
5ol 7l8(3 5641 AIIIwantlshthe
615112181317 94| bestof everything and
9|3|4[7|5|6]|1|2]|8 there’s very little
7,8/2|9/1/415|3/6 of that left.
3[2]e6]1]4]9]8][5]7 _ ;
s171olal6lalal 112 Cecil Beaton
4[1]/8|5|7[2]|3]|6]9
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The Prairie Petws

The Praivie Fetws is located
at 101 West Main Street, PO
Box 240, Toulon, lllinois 61483.
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 8
a.m.to 4 p.m.
(309) 286-2185

ads@prairie-news.com

Deadlines - News due Tuesdays
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3
p.m. The Prairie News encourages
readers to submit news for publi-
cation. Email to:

news@prairie-news.com

The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint
the part of an ad in which an error
occured. The Prairie News is an -
linois Press Association member.

The Prairie News is published
every Friday (except one week in
July, unless the Bills win the
Super Bowl, and Dec. 25) by
Lampe Publications LLC, 115 W.
Main St., ElImwood, IL 61529.
© Publisher - Jeff Lampe
news@prairie-news.com
e Advertising Manager -

Pam Wulf

ads@prairie-news.com

e Graphic Designer - Ken Black
graphics@prairie-news.com

e Chief Correspondent -

John A. Ballentine

* Bradford Correspondent - Angie
Stange

e Galva Correspondent -

Carol Townsend

EHNLE ELECTRIC

403 South Street » Bradford
897-8111

Hardware » Electrical - HVAC

- Installation & Service forall types of electrical work

- Generac Generators Sales & Installation
- Oxygen & Acetylene Tanks
- Kent Pet Food Supplier

B LU N I E R
BUILDERS, INC.
Commercial - Residential - Agriculture
www.blunierbuilders.com
309-467-4847

Quality Post-Frame Construction Throughout lllinois

Cover
:: | Law
Group, LLP

David L. Cover

Twin Towers Plaza, 456 Fulton Street, Suite 203, Peoria, IL 61602-1220
(P) 309.673.8227 (F) 309.673.4238

107 W. Main Street, Toulon, IL 61483  (P) 309.645.1632
deover@coverlawgroup.com  www.coverlawgroup.com

CB Excavating & Rock, LLC

Trenching, Excavating, Bulldozing,
Demolition, Rock Services & More.

Chris Baumann
Toulon, IL
309-238-0665

NOTICE

Elmira Township Roads
Load Limit Posting
Elmira Township in accordance with
lllinois Vehicle Code 625 ILCS 5/15-316 will
impose weight limitations on Elmira
Township roads effective immediately and
lasting through May 15, 2025, due to the
deterioration caused by the spring
freezing and thawing cycle.
Therefore, no vehicle shall be
operated upon Elmira Township Roads
having a gross vehicle weight greater
than 5 tons (10,000 pounds) upon the
posting of road weight limit signs on
Elmira Township Roads.
Any questions contact Elmira Township Road
Commissioner Matt Bennett at

309-231-1038.

For further load limitations
visit the county website

http://starkco.illinois.gov/highway/

GUEST VOICES

2025 rura

By far the biggest lender to U.S.
farmers, ranchers and rural busi-
nesses is the Farm Credit System,
whose four banks and 56 associa-
tions hold nearly 50% of all debt in
rural America.

What’s more, the largest lender
within the massive FCS is CoBank.
In mid-2024, CoBank reported an
average loan volume of $149.9 bil-
lion of Farm Credit debt.

Given that enormous loan portfolio
and agriculture’s
stumbling start to
2025, what the
economists, mar-
ket analysts and
ag lenders at Co-
Bank see, think
and implement
will have a
weighty impact Alan
on farm andranch GUEBERT
finances this year.

And that view is decidedly gray.
CoBank’s Dec. 12-issued “The Year
Ahead” forecast carries several
gloomy chapter titles such as:

* “Trade war could send ag econ-
omy from bad to worse;”

* “Strong dollar, trade policy and
South American crops to hobble U.S.
exports;”

* “Biofuels production to slow as
policy uncertainty looms;” and

* “Rural connectivity faces chal-
lenges in a shifting political land-

scape.”

The headline writers did spot a few
rays of coming sunshine for dairy
farmers, cattlemen, and hog farmers.
“Rising margins fuel livestock
growth,” focuses on livestock’s big-
gest variable cost, feed, that com-
poses “roughly half of livestock
expenses.”

That key cost — mostly corn — has
“tumbled from record-high levels
over the last two years.”

That made hog farmers smile last
year and pushed cattle feeders to add
extra weight on fed cattle. In fact,
“Tight feeder (cattle) supplies, low
feed costs and excellent beef demand
have yielded heavier carcass weights
... nearly 30 pounds or 3% (more) in
2024

That’s remarkable, and even more
so when you consider that “This is
up from a trendline of just 5 pounds
over the last 20 years.”

So, no, we aren’t raising more cat-
tle — and probably won’t again until
2026 — but cheap corn means more
beef this year and “heavier weights
are especially important for meeting
consumer demand, which remains re-
silient despite inflationary pressures.”

More than simply meeting demand,
beef production will exceed market
needs by an estimated 2%, say the
bank’s experts.

By itself, however, livestock profits
can’t make a silk purse out of the

ﬁmulmﬁEK

economy to be squeezed slowed

sluggish, stuck-in-the-mud larger ag
economy. Any upward climb will
likely swing on political choices, Co-
Bank notes, and that will depend on
how the White House manages the
still-growing U.S. economy.

If the Trump Administration, one
analyst explains, limits its tariff use
(10% to 20% on China), implements
“modest but delayed ... tax cuts,” and
goes with “only a decline in the rate
of immigration rather than mass ex-
pulsions,” farmers can expect GDP
growth around 2.5%-3.0%.

But don't take that to the bank —
especially CoBank — if “Trump’s
campaign backers and voters reject
this more-of-the-same approach.”

Worse, adds the report, “All things
being equal,” adds the analyst paren-
thetically, “all of Trump’s proposed
policies are inflationary: tax cuts, de-
creased labor supply, and tariffs on
imported goods.”

And don’t forget, as rhetoric from
the White House increases, there’s
still a Farm Bill to write, regional
conflicts to influence and a federal
debt limit to raise. So take it from
ag’s biggest banker: This year starts
with more tough questions than easy
answers.

The Farm and Food File is published
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada.
Past columns, supporting documents and

contact info are at farmandfoodfile.com.

Of LincolnLand conference issues & Mothra

Rambling through central Illinois,
sad to see how much football still
forces conference realignment.

The future is uncertain for the Lin-
colnLand football conference, which
started play in 2023 as a 17-team
merger of Lincoln Trail and Prairie-
land schools, along with a few foot-
ball-only members.

That is accord-
ing to Farmington
Athletic Director
Jeff Otto, who
said Monday at a
Farmington
School Board
meeting that he
will know more
after a scheduling
meeting Friday
with Lincoln Trail
Conference schools.

“The reality of the situation is no-
body wants to play us, Macomb and
Elmwood-Brimfield,” Otto said.

Otto said pressure to get five wins
to be playoff eligible creates a situ-
ation where smaller schools don’t
want to play larger schools. That’s
especially true for 4A Macomb and
Farmington, which expects nearly
100 players out for football. This is
nothing new, as football has torn
apart nearly every conference ever

Jeff
LAMPE

created. So while a schedule is set for
this fall, don’t be shocked to see the
LincolnLand dissolve after 2025.

As some know, I am a fan of God-
zilla movies. And any true fan of
Godzilla has to be confused by Mo-
thra, the mysterious, monster moth.
How can a moth be powerful? Why
do Japanese maidens in colorful
dresses singing weirdly make Mothra
appear? And why is Mothra on a
final entry for the new Illinois state
flag (pictured above). The silhouette
is actually a monarch, but it under-
lines the silliness of the flag-chang-
ing exercise. Why change the flag?

Kudos to Williamsfield grad Gra-

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

ham Wight, who played five games
on defense for North Central’s Divi-
sion III national champion football
team. North Central defeated Mount
Union of Ohio, 41-25, on Jan. 5. ...
Parting shot: Williamsfield Interim
School Superintendent Rolf Sivertsen
said this Monday, comparing Bill-
town to neighboring districts that
upped tax levies: “There are a lot of
districts out there that did a money
grab. That’s a very dangerous thing
to do, in my opinion, because those
property values are eventually going
to start coming down. Your ability to
levy additional money is going to
come back and haunt them.”

Contact Jeff Lampe at (309) 231-6040
or jefflawklypost.com
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Illinois climatologist looks ahead to 2025

By KEVIN BESSLER
The Center Square

The Illinois state climatologist says
extreme weather swings don’t appear
on the horizon this year.

During an Illinois Soybean Associ-
ation webinar, Trent Ford said 2024
got off to a dry start, which allowed
farmers to get an early start during
spring planting season.

“Early season dryness across much
of the state in 2024, especially April
and May statewide, we only got 60 to
70% of normal precipitation,” said

Ford.

As a result, the entire growing and
harvest season for corn and soybeans
was ahead of schedule.

According to the drought monitor
map, much of northern Illinois is in a
moderate drought. Ford said that is
the result of an extremely dry Sep-
tember and October.

As for this winter, Ford said don’t
expect the mild winter Illinois has
seen over the past few years.

“Shots of cold air, maybe some
snow depending on when that cold

air arrives with precipitation, but |
think variability will be the name of
the game for this winter,” said Ford.
Ford adds that Illinois was not
heading into winter with full topsoil
and streams, so there is capacity for
more moisture. He said as usual, I1li-
nois farmers will just have to adjust
to the changing weather conditions.
“I’ve never seen it get this dry or
wet this quickly,” Ford said. “It’s just
dealing with the change in climate
means having these new experiences
and managing them as best we can.”

New law would change driving test age to 87

By KEVIN BESSLER
The Center Square

[llinois is the only state that re-
quires a behind-the-wheel driving
test based on age, but that may soon
change.

Secretary of State Alexi Giannou-
lias has proposed a new Road Safety
and Fairness Act, House Bill 1226,
which would make the age for be-
hind-the-wheel testing 87, raising it
from 79.

“Seniors are among the safest driv-
ers of any age category,” said Gian-
noulias. “This measure will align
[llinois senior driving standards with
the rest of the nation while increasing
safeguards so that Illinois maintains
its status as one of the strictest states
when it comes to driver safety and li-
cense renewals.”

Giannoulias pointed to statistics

from the Illinois Department of
Transportation that show in 2023, the
crash rate for drivers 75 and older is
24.6 per 1,000 drivers, which is
lower than every age range of drivers
between 16 and 74 years old.

Last year, about 55,000 drivers be-
tween age 79-86 took driving tests.
Of those, only 55 failed and could
not renew their driver’s licenses.

Drivers between the ages of 81 and
86 would still be required to visit a
DMV facility to renew their license
every two years. Drivers aged 87 and
older would continue to be required
to renew their license annually. These
renewals would include a vision test
and a driving test.

“AARP Illinois has heard for years
from our members about how the
driving test requirement dispropor-
tionately affects older drivers and

perpetuates false narratives about
their driving abilities,” said AARP Il-
linois State Director Philippe
Largent. “The research clearly shows
that older drivers are the safest driv-
ers on our roadways, and we believe
that singling them out to take an
extra test is a type of age discrimina-
tion and has to end.”

[llinois is one of only five states
that do not allow immediate family
members to report concerns about a
relative’s driving ability, but that
would change.

“This legislation would allow
family members, who have the best
line of sight into a person’s cognitive
state, to report those concerns and
enable action,” said Giannoulias.

“Either get them tested in a timely
manner or take their driving privi-
leges away entirely.”

Homelessness advocates call for more funds

By TJ CARSON
Capitol News lllinois
CHICAGO — With homelessness

increasing in Illinois, a coalition of
shelter providers and advocates is
calling for a $100 million increase
in state funding to prevent home-
lessness and provide shelter to
people without homes.

That would come on top of the
$290 million the state is spending
this year on homelessness services.
Advocates hope the new funding
can build on lessons the state
learned since the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic in opening
new shelters and accommodations
that better meet the needs of people
experiencing homelessness.

The coalition known as the Illi-
nois Shelter Alliance sent a letter to
Gov. JB Pritzker in December, mak-
ing the request ahead of the new
General Assembly’s January inau-
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guration.

But finding new state money for
any programs will be a tough sell in
Springfield this year, with the state
facing a $3.2 billion shortfall.

The number of people experienc-
ing homelessness in Illinois more
than doubled between 2023 and
2024, according to federal data re-
leased this month. Most of that in-
crease was a result of migrants who
came to Chicago — many of them on
buses chartered by Texas state
agencies.

But the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development noted
that the number of people experi-
encing homelessness also increased
in most of the rest of the state, too.
The federal report attributed that
growth to a lack of affordable hous-
ing, increased shelter capacity, ex-
treme cold that brought people into
shelter when the count was con-

ducted last January and a rising cost
of living that came while federal
pandemic aid ended.

Many shelter providers say lack
of affordable housing in the state
has kept people from moving from
the streets to shelters and then into
more permanent housing.

Last month, Pritzker created a
new position in his administration
tasked with increasing the supply of
affordable housing in the state.

The governor also revived the
SmartBuy program, which provides
financial assistance for student loan
relief and affordable mortgages for
home buyers.

Pritzker also noted his administra-
tion has increased funding for
Home Illinois, a collaboration be-
tween state agencies and service
providers. It received a $90 million
increase in fiscal year 2024 com-
pared to the previous year.
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PUBLIC AUCTION OF FIREARMS, AMMO,
TOOLS, OUTDOOR, COINS, S5ILVER,
ANHD ANTIQUES
The Fallom ing Bve settion will Bs bl ar the Yilbreok {ommenily
Cealer in Lawra, UL {loewied off of B, TH s the NE ailge of Lasra, o8
SATURDAY JANUARY 25TH, 2025 AT 10 aum.
(FIREARMS SELL APPROX. 11:30 a.m.)
NOTE: 2 rings will be running, so plan accordingly.

Sea pictures and updates online.

COINSISILVER: This is a condensed coin description. 5o ad
anline for mare details, Roosevel Unc, dimes and others-garly
Mercury and Barber dimes-Roosevelt sibver dimes-Meulron
Iradiated Roosavel dimes-siver Barber guartens-Uncinculabed!
ather silver Washington quarters-American dimes of the 20th
Century-Hensy tha VIll Coin sed-History of the US stering prood
coins, 1930's-Standing Liberty quarters-Kennedy Unc. Hall
dellars and ather Kemnedys--rough kg cendV rickels-5 Buffals
nlckel Wild West coll-many other vy Buffalo aickels-Histary

of 1S sterling silver prood coins, 33733 3837--Jerusalem set-
Walking Liberty habres-silver 1970 M5 River-l 995 colored silver
eagle-Canadian cent. Siver Fly Goose-17E8 Canadian 55 1 02
silver coin-1976 Manlreal Diympic Silver coing-Gold stamp
replicas-T0's US mint sets-sheels of forelgn coins—-CA Gold 172
repiicas-nice 153 red nobe 52 bill-Wartime framed colnage-4
comm. stering badges-Australian . pennies-Sosa 1999 LE
coin-hundreds of Wheat and steel pénniss-100 Indian Head pen-
nies, some wg-sports-311 Firefighters-foreign paper money-full
comm. quarbers sets—lg. coll, of silver spocns and Aatware-—-
H25 bowls-- 525 thick neckiaces, rings, bracelets—-mise.
GUNS/AMMOITRAPS: All guns are new of lile new condi-
ticn: FOID is required. Guns will be held by Phil Afbertson,
Princavilla, IL, A $12.00 fee por gun will be charged for regisira-
ticn, Bl Browning 22 semi aulo pislol wiholsler and clips--82.
Ruger LC Smm pistol wholster and conceall camy holster-

&3, Smith & Wesson SWIVE Smem pistol-#4. Heritage 22 revoly-
& wimayg cylinder-#5 Henry Golden Bay 32 lever action--26,
Fuger Precigion 22 bolt action--#7, Marlin 22 Duck’s Unlimited
semi aulo wiPursuil scope-88. Diamond 12 ga. anghe shot-#9,
HWew England Firearms 12 ga. simgle shol-#10, Reminglon 870
magnum pumg wilikcn scope, extra barrel, and choke tubes-
#11. Hew Barfin 30-30 lever action--#12 Glock TLRE 40 cal. wi
Laser site and 4 magazines-#13, Taurus 22 semi auto wi

2 magazings-814. Sccy CPx2 3mm $emi aubd, laser sibe wi
hetster and 2 msgazings-A. J.C. Higgins 583 12 gauge-B. New
England Partner 12 ga. pump-C. Winchester 250 20LR lever
action-0. Mossbarg 144L5A 22 LR wipeep sites-E. Remingion
40X 12 LR wipaap sites. AMMO: 12 boxes 12 ga, shalis-240 rds.
Remingion 30-30-92 rds. Winchesier30-30-4 baxes Reminghon
22.2 boxes, 500 each, Blares ¥2e.Blazer Smen-Winchester,
Remington and Federsl 0 cal.-TRAPS: 6 330 Conibear traps
wisetber-110 Conibear traps-#4 doubbe long spring traps-1.75
and 1.5 coil spring traps-dog procf traps wisetter-lg. coon and
coyole stredchers-cable stakes wistake driverdrap trowel-cookie
cutter for 1.75 cal, traps-hamenerMeshing knide, mase.
TOOLSAOUTDOOR: metsl utityyard dusmp trafler-like new
Generac 2800 P5| wiGenerac 196 cc gas mator-stainless cant
on wheels-propane tank wigas-new steel post driver and jack
stands-nice sm. accob. cutting tarch on cart-like new Sch.
uaker porl. charger-Wallcraft work bench-like new McGraw B
gallan 150 PSI port. sir comgressed-new 5 galion ir tank-néw
Poveerbui® 3 ton floor jack-mallboximetal stand-nice Wemer
Efiberglass and 15° alwm. ext ladders-like new gas Stihl

FS50C waod eater-magnet on wheels-Colaman Powarmate
Magna Fonce & HP 60 gallon good 230 eleciric upright air come
pressor-Lincwelder wirod and helmel-ramps-Craftsmaen 8% table
saw- Delts drill press-new mechanics seal-2 mice Crafaman
upper and lower tocd bowes, nice 4 drawer-manmy nkoe @ir tools,
raicheds, chisels, saws, cutters, etc-handigarden tools-new log
chairg-new router and buffer, mier saw, chop saw, vises,

niew Sawzall, bench grinder, new bils and ind. scchets, rachel
wrenches, port. chipper, electric Wam winch and spools wire-
new barque wrenches, some Snap-On wrenches, new set of side
munring boards, cords, air bose, survey standtripod-flucnes-
cent lamps, machinksts tooks, much migc.-5m, Earthquake Rolo
tiller-nice Cabela's snow shois-many fighing rodsireels-Bounty
Hurder digital metal detector In Box.

ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES. MISC.: Imtellivisbon and games,
Atari and Mintendo systems and many ork). games (see piciunes
onling), X Box, games, Playstation 1, games--gaming items-LE
Morgter Enengy new 1008 drone in box-2 vintage Tony Hawk
skate boards-virtage leathir (oothall, pads, helmet.-2 Bretl
Favre jerseys-pony saddie-Buckeye Root beer 5 cent wooden
ki dizpenser-lg. shedio camera wicast iron ti-pod-hundreds. of
wintage and cther camaras, movie cameras, equipmeant and ac-
ciegs, [mm, Hikon F, N90s, Olympus 35-8, Kodak Retina Reflex
I, Minaiia 16 I, (see pictores onfineland. clocks including 51
Seth Thomas wall chock, ant. mantbe, 377 calendar clock, auto
clochks, efc.-vintage and newer stered equipment, turnkables,
speakers-vintagefother electronics (WHE, dvd players and
mire)-22 boxes Kilgore 8 08 Mammoth caps-21° copper kettle
-Mad magazines, comic books-Mastar cars in boxes-metal
Semokey the Bear sign-flals ol costume pwelry-fluorescent Blue
Moon beer lght-Peps| Cola alum. cooler-Stan Musial and Jack
Dempsey signed pictures-Harley, other collecior cands-8' ban-
quet tables-2 old trunks-misc.
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WILLIAMSFIELD, IL
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Email: folgersauctionservicef@gmail.com
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College honors

* Paige Rewerts of Wyoming was
named to the Elmhurst University
fall 2024 Dean’s list (3.75 gpa or
better).

* Several local students achieved
high honors (3.75 gpa or better) at
Black Hawk College - East Campus
for the fall 2024 semester: Lillia At-
teberry, Garrett Bruecks, Cheyenh
Smith, of Bradford; Madison Bates,
Emma Bradley, Katelyn Clemens,
Makayla Craig, Abby Crockett,
Ally Cytrych, Diego Diaz Lopez,
Melana Followwill, Kalleigh Gale,
Kyrsten Hill, William Hoben, Mi-

chaela Hudson, Breanna Lafary,
Ana Leu, Mia Merkel, Addison
Moore, Sophia Napierski-Hamil-
ton, Gabrielle Olson, Will Rum-
bold, Olivia Schenning, Emily
Simmons, Roslyn Stoltzfus, Zoa
Strohbehn, Halle Tindall, Lillian
Wigant, Sadie Wilson, Emily
Yeager, and Kali Yelm of Galva;
Jason Knowles of LaFayette;
Maeve Colgan, Chet Gillespie,
Jacob Prindiville, Cleo Richards,
Kayla Vandenberg, Chase Wright,
and Jesse Wright, of Toulon;
Lauren Best, Logan Goerks,
Krishna Patel, Whitley Ryan, Kai-

ley Smith, Allison Wall, and Abigail
Zaviska of Wyoming.

* Several local students made the
Honors List (3.5 to 3.74 gpa) at
Black Hawk College - East Campus
for the fall 2024 semester: Cole
Baulch, Calen Braden, Kayla Co-
chran, Benjamin Dahl, Jessica
Diaz Lopez, Emma Farmer, Josh
Gravitt, Johnathan Ingels, Mack-
ensie Lennartz, Aidan Moore, Tea-
gan Morley, Alexis Morris, Areyes
Scoles, and Ava Strom of Galva;
Hailie Ales of LaFayette; Emily
Hurst of Toulon; Madison Bumba-
lough, Emma Down, and Charissa
Musser of Wyoming.

State budget next year a cause for concern

By BEN SZALINSKI
Capitol News lllinois

SPRINGFIELD — The Governor’s
Office of Management and Budget
projects a $3.2 billion deficit for the
fiscal year that begins July 1, and the
number one task facing Gov. JB
Pritzker and the new General As-
sembly that was seated last week will
be to eliminate it.

Pritzker is slated to give his budget
address on Feb. 19, facing the largest
projected deficit entering a spring
session since 2021, when the pan-
demic hurt state income — though
federal stimulus funds and a strong
economic recovery helped erase the
gap that year.

Since then, the state has enjoyed
more robust revenue with little need
for new revenue-generating policies
—until the current-year budget that
passed in May with about $1 billion
in new revenues through a tax hike
on sportsbooks and businesses
among other changes.

But with one-time federal funding
in the rearview mirror and the econ-
omy slowing, lawmakers face flat
revenue projections for the coming
year with spending on the rise.

As for the current year, revenues
are keeping pace with what law-
makers projected when they ap-
proved the $53.1 billion spending
plan last May.
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According to the December
monthly report from the Commission
on Government Forecasting and Ac-
countability, the state brought in
$52.6 billion last year, and through
December, this year’s revenue is $35
million, or 0.1%, ahead of the six-
month mark of fiscal year 2024.

December was a strong month for
the state, with revenue up $327 mil-
lion compared to December in FY24,
driven by income tax receipts. In-
come tax receipts are up 9.2% so far
this year, even as corporate income
taxes have declined by 11%. Sales
tax receipts rose in December for the
third consecutive month thanks to
holiday shopping and are now up
1.2% for the year.

Though revenue remains on track,
it’s also showing little sign of growth
— something GOMB warned in the
fall would be a challenge for law-
makers as they craft a new state
budget this spring.

As anew General Assembly be-
gins, it remains unclear how law-
makers and the governor plan to plug
the projected deficit. Republicans’
main concern is Democrats will re-
sort to tax increases to boost revenue
and avoid spending cuts.

“I know they’re going to be talking
about needing additional revenue,
but there’s no reason to do that.
We’re spending almost $20 billion

more than we were eight years ago,”
Rep. CD Davidsmeyer, R-Murray-
ville, who is a co-chair of COGFA,
told Capitol News Illinois.

Pritzker told reporters on Wednes-
day that tax increases aren’t his pre-
ferred method, but he didn’t
elaborate on how he will propose
closing the deficit.

Dissatisfaction with the budget has
also grown among Democrats. Sev-
eral voted against the FY25 budget
last May. The revenue plan passed in
the Illinois House with the bare mini-
mum 60 votes despite Democrats
holding 78 seats in the chamber. Rep.
Fred Crespo, D-Hoffiman Estates,
who voted for the state spending plan
but against the revenue bill last year,
told Capitol News Illinois Democrats
need to revamp their budgeting ap-
proach.

Crespo said he feared the FY25
revenue enhancements that were
enacted to close a roughly $900 mil-
lion deficit would limit lawmakers’
options to increase revenue this year.
He’s also been harping on his Demo-
cratic colleagues for passing bills
“subject to appropriation,” which
means the bill creates a new program
that will only be funded if the state
agency it is housed in asks the Gen-
eral Assembly to fund the program.
Without funding, the program can’t
move forward.
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Local Extension Master Naturalist Brent Fowler led a conservation farm tour during the 2024 Illinois
Master Naturalist Conference highlighting his efforts to fight invasive species, promote biodiversity, and
improve wildlife habitat on his McDonough County farm. Photo by Anita Wilkinson.

Farmer models sustainability

By ANITA WILKINSON
U of | Extension

Commercial row-crop agriculture and
environmental conservation are not mu-
tually exclusive. While large-scale farm-
ing operations can sometimes have
negative environmental impacts, many
farmers are increasingly adopting sus-
tainable practices that promote biodiver-
sity and ecosystem health.

McDonough County farmer and Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension Master Nat-
uralist Brent Fowler is leading the
charge.

“Overhearing my dad talk about quail
hunting, no longer possible due to their
population decline, really struck a chord
with me. I set out to change that,” ex-
plained Fowler. “Most of my steward-
ship activities involve prairie and
field-to-forest border edges.

“I care for about 160 acres of prairie in
about 30 small fields. Most of these prai-
rie acres have been planted along field
edges where the forest transitions to row
crops — this creates excellent habitat and
can actually be more profitable for the
farm because row crops don’t yield well
right up next to large trees.”

Not satisfied with simply making con-
servation-minded improvements on his
land, Fowler is actively educating others
about his efforts. After becoming a
Master Naturalist in the Fulton-Mason-
Peoria-Tazewell Unit in 2022, Fowler
began hosting farm tours. He shows vis-
itors the various strategies he employs
seasonally, including establishing
spring/summer blooming prairie plants,

identifying fall colors of native shrubs,
and how best to control invasive species.

“Touring Brent’s farm during the 2024
state Extension Master Naturalist confer-
ence inspired me not only to continue to
plant native species for pollinators, but
to be aware of the various bird species
that need native prairie for habitat. His
passion for conservation was conta-
gious,” explained Extension Master Gar-
dener and Master Naturalist Janine
Donahue.

In addition to the work on habitat re-
storation, Fowler is also incorporating
regenerative agriculture practices in his
row-crop acreage, including reduced till-
age and cover crops. These practices
work in tandem to reduce soil erosion
and prevent nutrient loss in our streams
and rivers.

“Ten years ago, when we were slowly
and cautiously transitioning to no-till,
each step involved yield test after yield
test to prove that what we were doing
was more profitable or at least as profit-
able. We are now almost exclusively no-
till on our 3,500 acres of corn and
soybeans with about half of that receiv-
ing a cover crop,” he said.

“Conservation farming is crucial for
the long-term sustainability of our food
production systems,” said Tara Heath,
commercial agriculture educator. “I’m
excited to see him leading the way in im-
plementing practices that benefit both
the environment and the agricultural
community.”
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Sunday
January 19

Pancakes &
Sausage

In These Tight Economic Times

"Have Breakfast on Us!"

NO TICKETS NEEDED
COME ONE - COME ALL!
The Bradford Lions wish to thank our

loyal supporters of 50+ years!

For Information Call Dennis Hickey at 493-5311 or any Lions Club Member
Please Support Your Local Community Sponsors

Bake Sale by the Bradford Betas
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_“_CHURCH DIRECTORY

Toulon Methodist Church
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483
Phone (309) 286-2224
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224 or (217) 778-1591
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

LaFayette Methodist Church
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449
Phone (309) 995-3371
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591.
LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

West Jersey United Methodist Church
lllinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL. Rev. Pablo Marty
Phone (217) 425-5707
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Elmira United Presbyterian Church
Rev. Art Blegen
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483
(309) 896-3481
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

The Gatherlnvg Church
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m.

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491
email: info@thegathering.life
web: https://www.thegathering.life/
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life

1st Congregational Church of Toulon
(309) 286-4901
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com
website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org

Galva Congregational Church
Pastor Marshall Jones
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, lllinois 61434
(309) 932-3733
Service Time 10 a.m.

First Baptist Church
“faith in truth"
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA
Main Service: Sun 10:30
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor
(809) 932-2713 = GalvaBaptistChurch.com

Wyoming Nazarene Church
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491
Rev. Shawna Marsh
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages
Sunday Worship: 11:00
Wednesday Night Fellowship & Prayer 5:30
Kids Club 309 5:15 checkin to 7:00 p.m.
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz

First Con%regatlonal Church
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491
(309) 695-4091
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Check us out on Facebook
First Congregational Church of Wyoming, lllinois

Toulon First Baptist Church
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon
(309) 286-4611
Sunday School 9 a.m. « Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m.
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m.
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com
www.ToulonBaptist.com
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance

St. Timothy Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491
allsaintsil.com

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA)
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL
Casual, family friendly
Rev. Katie Gallagher
Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall)

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, All Sunday School classes are at 10 a.m.
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com
1-309-932-3346
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL

Galva First United Methodist Church
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart
214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434
(309) 932-2460
preachinghope@gmail.com
galvafirst@gmail.com
Sunday Worship: 9:00

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church
Father John Cramer
716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun.at9a.m., Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m.

Wyoming United Methodist Church
Pastor Rebecca Klemm
302 North Main Street PO Box 287 Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.
309-606-9027
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com
Service is held at 10:30 Sunday morning.

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m.
Rev Dan Wright
309-897-8113 309-507-1626
thewrights62@hotmail.com

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000
newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given
the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to:
ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES

Dale R. Anderson

Dale Robert “Pete”” Anderson was
born July 13, 1924, on a farm in
Ontario Township, Knox County,
I11., to Carl Francis and Alice Ham-
merlund Ander-
son.

All of Pete’s
ancestors were
Swedish, the ear-
liest having im-
migrated in the
1850s and 1860s.

Pete went to
high school in Altona, Il11., where he
excelled in baseball and basketball.
There was another Dale Anderson
in his class, so a classmate gave
him the name “Pete.”

He went to Bradley University for
one year but had to go home to the
farm upon the death of his younger
brother. He subsequently served in
the U.S. Army of Occupation in
Korea.

Pete was a renowned local soft-
ball pitcher. He met his wife, Ruby
Tornquist, when she saw him pitch-
ing near where she lived in Gales-
burg, Ills. They married in
Galesburg in 1949.

In 1952, Pete, Ruby and their two
children, along with his parents,
moved to Henry County, where
they farmed 540 acres. They raised
hogs and cattle until 1975. One year
a load of prime Angus cattle topped
the market in Chicago. Another
year 2,000 hogs were farrowed.
Two more children were born while
Pete and Ruby lived on the farm.

The family were members of the
First Presbyterian Church in Kewa-
nee, where they both served as eld-
ers. Pete’s parents retired and in
1975, he and Ruby moved to Kewa-
nee, where he worked as manager
of a farm service fertilizer and
chemical plant. Ruby worked at
Abilities Plus, a social services or-
ganization.

Upon retirement Pete and Ruby
moved to Galva. He loved helping
his friends Roger, Kevin and Craig
Conrad with the harvest for a
number of years.

In 2011 Pete and Ruby moved to
St. Paul, Minn., where their two
daughters live. Ruby passed away
on Sept. 15, 2015, at the age of 85.
Pete passed away at the age of 100
on Jan. 9, 2025.

Pete is survived by his son C. Mi-
chael Anderson and wife Liana in
Billings, Mont., daughter Carolyn
R. Anderson and husband Thomas
O’Sullivan in St. Paul; daughter
Laurie L. Anderson and husband
Jon Hanson in St. Paul, and son Jef-
frey D. Anderson and wife Kristen
Welsh in Geneva, N.Y.; as well as
granddaughters Megan (Dan) Vasko
of Billings and Robin (Mark) Veale
of Adelaide, Australia; six great-
grandchildren; and seven great-
great-grandchildren.

Anderson

Providing peace of mind for vou and your family

RUX

FUNERAL HOMES

Kewangs | 30%.853-4100
Galva | 308-932-2400
Williamsfield | 309-630-4221

warw. ruxfungralhome.com
ruxfuneralifyahao.com

Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 18, at Rux
Funeral Home in Galva. A visitation
will be held one hour prior to serv-
ices at the funeral home. Burial will
follow in Oneida Cemetery. Memo-
rials may be directed to the First
Presbyterian Church, 307 S. Tre-
mont St., Kewanee, IL 61444 or to
the Bishop Hill Heritage Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 93, Bishop Hill, IL

61419.

Bradford M. Ingels

WYOMING - Bradford Mark In-
gels, 88, of Wyoming, passed away
at 4:02 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 6,
2025, at OSF Saint Luke Medical
Center in Kewanee.

Mark was born on Jan. 13, 1936,
in Macomb, the only child of John
Virgil and Mary Elaine (Mark) In-
gels. On March
29, 1961, he mar-
ried Judith C.
“Judy” Winfield
in Augusta. She
survives in Wyo-
ming.

Further surviv-
ing are three sons, |pgels
Richard M. Ingels
of Galva, James A. (Denise) Ingels
of Heyworth and Roger E. Ingels of
Galva; seven grandchildren, Austin
Ingels, Sara (Cody Monkman) In-
gels, Thad (Dana) Ingels, Evan (Nic
Valentine) Ingels, Dalton (Payton
Patrick) Ingels, Jazmine Ingels and
Ramsey (Skyla Gordillo) Ingels;
and greatgrandchildren, Grayson,
Brooklynn, Ryan, and one on the
way.

He was preceded in death by his
parents.

Mark was proud to be a U.S.
Army veteran and served in the re-
serves for 32 years after his honor-
able discharge from active duty,
ending as a master sergeant. His
dedication showed prior to joining,
as he had received the level of
Eagle Scout. He went on to be an
assistant scout master.

Mark worked in education for 26
years, serving as a math teacher, su-
perintendent and principal. He was
a mail carrier for the U.S. Postal
Service for 20 years.

Mark was an avid Chicago Bears
and Cubs fan. He enjoyed spending
time outdoors fishing, cooking out,
sitting by the fire, boating and
spending time with his family. He
also loved classic cars and his dogs.

Visitation was Jan. 14, 2025, at
Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Wyoming. Pastor Rebecca
Klemm officiated. Graveside serv-
ices were Jan. 15, 2025, at the
Rushville Cemetery with full mili-
tary honors. Memorial contributions
may be made to the Wounded War-
rior Project.

To leave condolences for Mark’s
family, please visit www.haskellf-
uneral.com.

Stephen E. Lahr

BLOOMINGTON - Stephen Ed-
ward Lahr, 71, of Bloomington, I11.,
passed away peacefully at his home
in the early morning of Tuesday,
Jan. 7, 2025.

Steve was born
on March 6,
1953, in LaFay-
ette, I1l. He mar-
ried Cyndi
(Mool) on Sept.
19, 1987, and had
two children,
Taylor, 33, and William “Erik,” 31.
They all survive.

He is also survived by his sisters,
Claudia Andrew, Diane Ingels and
Colleen Stevens; his brothers,
Thong Ingels, Jonkeo Ingels, Sa-
vath Ingels and Hung Chau; along
with several brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law and many nieces and
nephews.

Steve was preceded in death by
his father, William Lahr; his step-
father, Corliss Ingels; his mother,
Dorotha Ingels; and his brothers,
David Lahr, Doug Ingels, Eric In-
gels and Teo Hongsavilavong.

A visitation was Tuesday, Jan. 14,
2025, at Carmody-Flynn Funeral
Home in Bloomington, Ill. Crema-
tion rites will be accorded and a pri-
vate burial will be held at a later
date.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the Lewy Body Demen-
tia Association (www.lbda.org/do-
nate/), the Chief City Shooters Club
(803 Smith Dr. Normal, IL 61761)
or the LaFayette Methodist Church
(PO Box 147, La Fayette, IL
61449).

To express condolences online,
visit www.carmodyflynn.com.

Linda S. Patty

MENDOTA — Linda Sue “Susie”
Patty, 75, of Mendota, I11., passed
away peacefully on Friday, Jan. 10,
2025, at home surrounded by loved
ones.

Susie was born
on May 22, 1949,
in Kewanee, the
daughter of Gor-
don William and
Bertha Mae
(Newman)
Mercer. She mar-  Patty
ried Carl Richard Patty on Dec., 14,
1969, at Buda Methodist Church in
Buda, I11.

Susie worked at Bradford High
School as their cook for many
years. She then went to work for Dr.
Castelein Orthodontics in Princeton
prior to her retirement.

Susie was also a past member of
the Bradford Betas. Throughout her
lifetime she enjoyed sewing, needle
point and music. Most of all she
cherished spending time with her
family.

Survivors include her husband
Carl “Dick” Patty of Mendota; two

Lahr

Funeral & Cremation Services
“Respecting Tradition & Embracing Change”
et Haakell - O Funeml DureciorPre-Need Agent

‘veronica Haskell
Nicode Read = Funeral Direclor Pre-Need Agent Celebmni
Casandra Springbom - Funeral Director

Princeville (3097 3R5-4414
ar
Wyomisg (109) 6953131

ASKELL

Pre-MNesd Apenl Celetomunm
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daughters, Debbi Becker of Hick-
ory, N.C. and Donna (Matt) Arjes of
Mendota; seven grandchildren,
McKenzie Becker, Madelyn
Becker, Meredith Becker, Tanner
(Shelby) Arjes, Addison Arjes, Eli-
jah Arjes and Aiden Arjes; one
great-grandchild, Curren Arjes; one
sister, Sandy Whitney of Silvis; and
nieces, nephews, cousins and many
friends.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, one sister, Patti Ann
Mercer and one great-grandson,
Bodie Arjes.

A memorial visitation will be held
from 4 p.m. until time of service at
6 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 17, 2025, at
Grant-Johnson Funeral Home in
Princeton, I1l. Cremation rites have
been accorded. Burial of cremated
remains will be held at a later date.

Memorials may be directed to
Northwestern Medicine Cancer
Center in Warrenville, I11.

Online condolence may be made
at www.grant-johnsonfh.com.

Lucille Simpson

LAWN RIDGE - Lucille Simp-
son, 85, of Lawn Ridge, passed
away at 2:35 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 14,
2025, at OSF
Saint Francis
Medical Center in
Peoria. Lucille
was born on Jan.
18, 1939, in Au-
burn to Jerry and
Eura (Clouse) |,

Cole. She married Simpson
Chester Charles

“Chuck” Simpson on Dec. 29,
1956. He preceded her in death on
Oct. 4, 1997.

Surviving are three daughters,
Brenda Lee Huston of Bondville,
Deborah Lynn (Richard) Vickery of
Washington, Texas, and Donna

Amber Waves

Marie Stone of Princeville; two
grandchildren, Melissa Ann Rusk
and Robert Earl Cleghorn; four
great-grandchildren, Dakota Rusk,
Lane Rusk, Jade Purple and Jayla
Purple; three great-great-grandchil-
dren, Aiden Cleghorn, Malachi
Rusk and Willow Eden; two
brothers, Hubert Cole and Herbert
Cole; two sisters, Maryneal Braunm
and Elizabeth Moman; and many
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by one
grandchild, Ashley Marie Huston;
and four siblings, James “Harvey”
Cole, Ruby Davis, LucyMae Web-
ster and Monroe Cole.

Lucille worked at the former
Cloth World, JoAnn Fabrics and
Walmart. She was a seamstress and
loved crafting and cake decorating.
Above all else, Lucille valued time
spent with her family.

Her funeral service will be at 11
a.m. on Friday, Jan. 17, 2025, at
Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Princeville. Certified Funeral
Celebrant Nicole Reed will offici-
ate. Visitation will be one hour prior
to the service at the funeral home.
Burial will follow in Blue Ridge
Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Shriners Children’s Chi-
cago (Office of Philanthropy,
Shriners Children’s Chicago, 2211
N. Oak Park Ave., Chicago, IL
60707).

To leave condolences for Lucille’s
family, please visit www.haskellf-
uneral.com.

Roderick H. Wheelhouse

GALVA — Roderick H. “Rody”
Wheelhouse, 80, of Galva, died at
3:40 a.m., Monday, Jan, 13, 2025,
at Avenues at Royal Oaks in Kewa-

nee.
He was born on |
Dec. 19, 1944, in
Kewanee, the son
of R. Paul and
Ruth Mae (Lash-
brook) Wheel-
house. Survivors

include his Wheelhouse
siblings, Rebecca of Galva, Rose of
Maine and Richard (Rita) Wheel-
house of Kewanee; sister-in-law,
Shirley Guss of East Galesburg;
brother-in-law, Ron Hepner of
Galva; and numerous nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by his
parents; his sisters, R. Marcia Hep-
ner and Rita Mallery; his brothers,
Raymond and Roger Wheelhouse;
and nephew Russell Hepner.

Rody mowed yards and plowed
snow for many residences in Galva
with his John Deere tractor. Since
2022 he has been a resident of Ave-
nues at Royal Oaks in Kewanee.

The family would like to thank
the staff at Avenues at Royal Oaks
for the care and compassion that
they gave to Rody.

Cremation will be accorded and
private graveside services will be
held at Galva Cemetery at a later
date. Rux Funeral Home in Galva is
assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

MOST OBITUARIES
JUST $50

CALL (309) 286 - 2185

by Dave T. Phipps

MPSWCD Accepting nominations for Director

The Marshall-Putnam Soil & Water Conservation District is
accepting nominations for those interested in being
elected to the Board of Directors. This information goes
out to all persons of legal voting age who own or reside
on land located within the boundaries of the
Marshall-Putnam Soil and Water Conservation District.
Beginning on December 9th, 2024, nominations will be
accepted for the two (2) year term of the office of Director
of the Marshall-Putnam Soil & Water Conservation
District at the District's Office at 1511 University Ct.
Henry, IL 61537 during our normal business hours of

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. To be considered for nomination as a
candidate for the office of Director, nominees must
provide proof of residency or ownership of land located
within the boundaries of the District. Interested persons
must respond by 4:30 p.m. January 31, 2025. Information
will also be available by calling (309) 364-3913 x3.

For All Your luﬂdlwm See Us

phone 800-
Buildings & Lu}"l?r

[

“Service Beyon_d Expectations”
Since 1960

/\
=" WYOMING =

MONUMENT CO.

DEALER IN WORLD
FAMOUS GRANITE

Serving Central lllinois

(309) 695-2981

High Quality Workmanship
at Reasonable Prices

HOURS: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9-4
SATURDAY 9-12
SUNDAY EVENINGS BY APPOINTMENT

600 S. 7TH ST.

[ OK, FELLAS, | GOT SEVEN )
STEAMING-HOT BOXES OF
| PIzzA FOR EVERYONE! | |

" GARBAGE STYLE WITH
EXTRA ONION, JUST THE
WAY YOU LIKEIT.

"YOU SHOULD HAVE ASKED )
FOR EXTRA SAUCE. THIS
1zzA IS KIND OF DRY.

UH, YEAH ... MARVIN,
THAT’S BECAUSE YOU'RE
EATING THEBOX. |

Weekly SUDOKU

&d1rivia
by Fif

The Spats

I'M ADDIGTED
To SEAWEED /!

PaARE Tpgl Ay DUl ‘SIEDpulE Sunyee4 Bury G2020

Just Like Cats & Dogs

by Dave T. Phippe

17

by Jeff Pickering

6|34

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the smallest continent by
area?

8|4 6

2. MOVIES: What is Deadpool's real name in the
movie series?

2 718

8

97

4 3. MEASUREMENTS: How many ounces are in 1
gallon?

4. TELEVISION: What is the name of the character
that Jason Bateman plays in "Ozark'?

5.FOOD & DRINK: What is the dimple at the bot-

tom of a wine bottle called?
6. U.S. CITIES: Which city also is known as Mo-
town?

DO B[ W

2 1

5 7. LITERATURE: The movie 'Bridget Jones Diary"

MAYBE You

7 3

is loosely based on which novel?
112

that doesn't roar?
9. MEDICAL: What is a common name for fascicu-

N O DW

8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: Which is the only big cat
3|6

GIVE ME A BREAK. YOU ACTUALLY WANT ME To |
PICK SOMETHING GOOD FOR ME IN A GAS STATION?
WELL, THIS ONE DOES SAY “SWEET GOODNESS” ONIT,

GBS BN 7 e,

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

4 Moderate <44 Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc

ation?

10. LANGUAGE: What does the Latin term 'mag-
num opus’ mean?
Answers

1. Australia (Oceania).
2. Wade Wilson.
3.128.

4. Marty Byrde.

5. Punt.

6. Detroit, Michigan.

7. "Pride and Prejudice.
8. The cheetah.

9. Muscle twitch.

P Sugbu ity Ul ‘epEpuls saeneey Bury 62020

10. "Great work."
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

“l have no idea what you're talking about,
but | do have an opinion on it.”

L

AXYDLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,

apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all
hints. Each week the code letters are different.

WRR ¥ TWLM YH MFD
ADHM BE DXDKNMFYLU WLC
MFDKD'H XDKN RYMMRD
BE MFWM RDEM.

— JDJYR ADWMBL

TOP 10 MOVIES

1. Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)
2. Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)
3. Nosferatu (R)

4. Moana 2 (PG)

5. Wicked (PG)

6. A Complete Unknown (R)
7. Babygirl (R)

8. Gladiator II (R)

9. Homestead (PG-13)

10. The Fire Inside (PG-13)
(c) 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

©2025 King F

7

Synd., Inc.
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LEGAL ADS

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF WALTER J.
VERVYNCK, Deceased.
No. 2024P120
CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Walter J. VerVlynck. Letters of
Office were issued on December
17, 2024 to Misty Patterson as
Independent Representative whose
attorneys are Barash & Everett,
LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of
court, Henry County Courthouse,
Cambridge, lllinois, or with the
representative, or both, on or
before June 27th, 2025. Any claim
not filed by that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered
to the representative and to the
attorney within 10 days after it has
been filed. E-filing is now
mandatory for documents in civil
cases with limited exemptions. To
e-file, you must first create an
account with an e-filing service
provider.

Visit: http:/efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-providers.htm to learn
more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Barash & Everett, LLC

Attorney for Executor
211 W. 2nd St.
Kewanee, IL 61443
(309) 852-5555
Published 1/3, 1/10,1/17/25
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

STATE BANK OF TOULON,
Plaintiff,

Case No. 2024FC30

V.

THOMAS M. MADSEN; KYLE
WHITMARSH; STEPHANIE
WHITMARSH; PARTIES IN
POSSESSION; INTERESTED
PERSONS; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF COURT SALE
[Code Civ. Proc. §15-1507]
PUBLIC NOTIGE is hereby given

that pursuant to the Judgment of
Foreclosure entered by the Court in
the above-captioned matter, the
property hereinafter-described, or
so much thereof as shall be
sufficient to satisfy said Judgment,
will be sold to the highest bidder.

1. The name, address, and
telephone number of the person to
contact for information regarding
the real estate is: Mark Rewerts,
Sr. Vice Pres. & CBO, State Bank
of Toulon, 102 W. Main St., Toulon
IL 61483/ 309-852-3366.

2. The property is located in
Henry County - common address:
205 W. Court St., Cambridge IL
61238.

3. The legal description of the
real estate is:

Lot 4 of Subdivision of Lot 4 of
the Original Town, now Village, of
Cambridge, Henry County, lllinois
PIN: 18-07-329-003

4. The real estate may not be
inspected prior to sale unless
arrangements are made.

5.The date and time of the sale
is: February 4, 2025, at 9:00 AM.

6. The sale will be conducted by
the Henry County Sheriff in the
Henry County Courthouse,
Cambridge, IL.

7. The terms of the sale are: This
is an “as is” sale for “cash.” The
successful bidder must deposit
10% down by certified funds at
time of sale with balance to be
paid, by certified funds, in full
within 24 hours from the time of
sale upon delivery of possession
and warranty deed. The subject
property is offered for sale without
any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff. The sale is
further subject to confirmation by
the Court. Real estate taxes to be
prorated to date of closing. Any
statements made at time of sale
will supersede any previously
advertised or announced.

8. Title will be conveyed subject
to all general real estate taxes
which are a lien upon the real
estate, but have not yet become
due and payable, and special
assessments, if any, and
easements and restrictions of
record.

Upon payment in full of the bid

amount, the purchaser shall
receive a Certificate of Sale, which
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed
to the real estate after confirmation
of the sale.

The successful purchaser has the
sole responsibility/expense of
evicting any tenants or other
individuals presently in possession
of the subject premises.

If you are the mortgagor
(homeowner), you have the right
to remain in possession for 30
days after entry of an order of
possession, in accordance with
Section 15-1701(c) of the lllinois
Mortgage Foreclosure Law.

Zachary L. Lessard
(ARDC #6325734)
Barash & Everett, LLC / Attys for
Plaintiff
211 W. 2nd St., Kewanee IL 61443
Ph: 309-852-5555
zac@barashlaw.com
Published 1/3, 1/10,1/17/25
[N ]

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF MARVIN L. SHULTS,
2024PR17
DECEASED.
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of
MARVIN L. SHULTS, Stark County,
lllinois. Letters of Office were
issued on December 20, 2024, to
ROGER E. SHULTS of 7679
Township Road 900 North, Toulon,
IL 61483, as Executor, whose
attorney is Curtis J. Ford of Nash
Bean Ford & Brown, LLP, 445 U. S.

NASH BEAN FORD & BROWN, LLP
Attorneys for Representative
445 US Hwy 6 East
P.0. Box 63
Geneseo, IL 61254
Phone: (309) 944-2188
Email: cford@nashbeanford.com
Published 1/3, 1/10,1/17/25
L X N ]
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

CITY OF KEWANEE, ILLINOIS,
an lllinois Municipal corporation,
Plaintiff,
IN CHANCERY
Case No. 24-0V-102K
VS.
DANIEL L. NYERT,
Defendant
NOTICE OF PROPERTY CLEAN-UP
BY PUBLICATION

The requisite Affidavit for
Publication having been filed,
notice is hereby given to you,
Daniel L. Nyert, all Non-Record
Claimants, and all Unknown
Owners, Defendants in the above-
entitled cause, that the
above-entitled property clean-up
action was filed and is now
pending.

1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the
Court in which this action was
brought, and the Case Number are
identified above.

2. The name of the titleholder of
record: Daniel L. Nyert

3. A legal description of the real
estate sufficient to identify it with
reasonable certainty is as follows:
Lot Number Nine (9) in Block Five
(5) of Bauer’s Third Addition to the

beginning June 1, 2023 and ending
May 31, 2024.

Cash on hand all accounts

June 1, 2023 $90,832.18
RECEIPTS

Real Estate Taxes ~ $78.95
Building Rentals

Recreation Programs

Donations $200.00
Loans

Miscellaneous

TOTAL RECEIPTS  $27,046.40
TOTAL CASH AND

RECEIPTS $117,878.59
DISBURSEMENTS

Operational Costs ~ $113.50

Building Maintenance $46,143.17
Supplies

Insurance

Asset Maintenance
Loan Repayment
Utilities

Recreation Programs
Miscellaneous

$12,104.00

$7,756.03

TOTAL
DISBURSEMENTS  $66,116.70
CASH on hand
all accounts
May 31, 2024 $51,761.88
Respectfully submitted
Keith Knowles
Treasurer, LaFayette Park District
Published 1/17/25

[ X N )

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF:
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Stark County school administrators and players took to center court on Jan. 10 for the grand opening of the school’s new gym. Photo by
John A. Ballentine.

SPORTS: Galva boys improve mark to 14-3

Continued from Page 12
Galva improved to 14-3 overall, 3-0
in the LTC by beating Ridgewood
62-30.

MJ Louck had 17 points and
Blake Stahl scored 16. He and Jay
Smith each had seven rebounds. JP
Sloan had 12 points and four steals.
Braden Murphy had five assists.

Louck had 15 points Jan. 10 to
lead Galva past Monmouth United
45-35. Sloan had 11 points and
eight rebounds. Stahl had 11 re-
bounds.

Galva travels tonight to Prince-
ville in a showdown of undefeated
LTC teams. The Wildcats play host
Saturday to Bushnell-Prairie City.

« SC girls — The Lady Rebels (9-11)
lost to West Central, 55-52, on Jan.
13 as a fourth-quarter rally came up
short.

Finnegan led Stark County with 19
points, Coley Johnston added 11 and
Hallie Newton tallied nine points.

On Jan. 7, the Lady Rebels fell to
Henry-Senachwine, 39-31. Johnston
scored 13 and Finnegan had nine.

“We came out very flat and slug-
gish and didn’t play our game until
the middle of the second half,” Bohm
said. “We knew being young we
were going to run into these lows.”

A Jan. 6 game to Brimfield resulted
in a 54-31 loss. Demetreon and
Johnston led with 10 points apiece
and Finnegan scored seven.

“In the Brimfield game, it felt like
we outplayed them everywhere, we

just shot the ball very poorly — 25%
from the foul line and 16% from the
field,” Bohm said. “They shot well.”

Stark County was to play at
ROWVA-Williamsfield on Wednes-
day and then faces Ridgewood on
Jan. 20 at home.

* Galva girls — The Lady Wildcats
are 4-13 after losses to Princeville on
Jan. 13 (79-44) and Orion on Jan. 8
(65-35). Galva is to play at Annawan
on Jan. 20.

* Princeville — Logan Olshawsky
had 20 points Jan. 10 to lead Prince-
ville (13-3, 2-0 LTC) to its ninth vic-
tory in a row, 69-34 over Ridgewood.
Olshawsky had 14 points in the first
half. Brady Day had 13 points and
Tucker Sennett scored 10. That total
leaves Sennett 18 points short of
1,000 for his career.

Sennett had 25 points, Jake Wil-
liams had 17 and Day had 10 in a 68-
38 win Jan. 7 over R-W. Sennett
scored nine in the first quarter and 11
in the third.

Princeville was scheduled to play
Tuesday night at Knoxville and is to
return home Friday against Galva.
The Princes are to hit the road again
Saturday, to Roanoke-Benson.

« Princeville girls — The Lady
Princes (11-9) won three straight
after dropping the title game of their
Christmas tournament.

On Monday, Princeville beat
Galva, 79-44. Sahara Streitmatter led
Princeville with 24 points while Pais-
ley Schock and Reagan Calder added

15 apiece.

The Lady Princes routed Peoria
Heights on Saturday, 55-22, behind
17 points from Streitmatter, 13 from
Calder and 10 from Schock. Prince-
ville led 21-2 after one quarter.

On Jan. 9, Princeville rallied to
beat Flanagan-Cornell-Woodland,
57-44. Trailing 36-35 after three
quarters, Princeville went on a 22-8
run to win. Streitmatter had seven of
her 18 points in the fourth and
Schock added seven of her 15. Ad-
dison Buckley added 10 points.

Princeville was to play West Cen-
tral on Wednesday and is at Mon-
mouth United on Jan. 20.

* R-W girls — The Lady Cougars (5-
10) topped West Prairie on Jan. 9,
44-28, behind 15 points from Megyn
Erlacher and 11 from Ella Rigg.

“Our full-court pressure really gave
them some problems,” R-W Coach
Jeff Hannam said.

R-W lost to Brimfield on Jan. 8,
47-39, despite nine points from Erin
Welch and eight by Erlacher.

R-W faces Abingdon-Avon Jan. 25.

* R-W girls - On Monday, Peoria
Christian beat No. 8 ROWVA-Wil-
liamsfield, 76-27, in the ICAC Tour-
nament. The Cougars (4-11) trailed
37-9 with 3:00 left in the first half
and 51-14 at intermission.

Jeremiah Johnson scored eight to
lead R-W, which is to play at 6 p.m.
Friday against Delavan in the conso-
lation bracket. The tournament ends
Saturday.
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MSW Projects, Marshall-Stark Public Transportation |

309-364-2287
Stark County Regular Van Schedule for January

|

| I
Mon., Jan. 6: Princeton  Thurs., Jan.9: Peoria |

| Mon. Jan. 13: Kewanee  Thurs., Jan. 16: Princeton
Mon. Jan. 20: Peoria Thurs., Jan. 23: Kewanee

| Mon. Jan. 27: Peoria Thurs., Jan. 30: Kewanee |

Pick up:

| Bradford 8:40, Wyoming 8:55, |

| I

| I

I I

Toulon 9:10; Depart from destination city at 2:30

Fees: People under age 60: $10 except to Kewanee is
$6; People aged 60 & over: voluntary donation
Call by 4:00 p.m. the day before you would like to ride
the van to make your reservation.

Individual transports are available M - F
with advanced reservations.

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

* RIFLE SCOPE: 4 HD Series,
thermal HD rifle scope, $1,200.
Call (309) 256-1228.

o WHEAT, STRAW ROUND
BALES: From 2024 harvest, $45
each. (309) 224-2565.

* GRASS HAY: Round bales, ap-
prox. 2,000 Ibs., 2024 harvest,
first cutting. $50 each. (309)
224-2565.

* LAWN MOWER: Simplicity Re-
gent lawn tractor, 19.5 hp, 38-
inch deck, newer battery, runs
and starts good, cuts nice. $600.
(309) 231-6040.

* 2003 Dodge Dakota SXT, 4-
wheel drive, great shape, lots
of new parts, good tires, white
in color, $4,500. Call 309-883-
0187.

FOR RENT

e TOULON: Upstairs 2 bed-
room apartment for rent in
Toulon, 105 E. Main. Call (309)
678-1831.

WANTED

e TRUCK DRIVER: Must have
current GDL. Full time or Part
time, end dump experience
preferred. Home at night. Must
be able to pass IDOT Physical
and Drug and Alcohol testing
program. Please contact Keith
at (309) 209 -6258 or (309)

249-3361.

SERVICES

e SALVAGE: Buying junk
autos, farm equipment, grain
bins, and also doing total farm
clean up. Call Doug Lofgren at
Spoon River Salvage (309)
299-8531.

e MORE HEAT. LESS WO0OD:
Classic Edge Titanium HDX
EPA certified OUTDOOR
WOOD FURNACE. 26% Tax
Credit. Prices start as low as
$9,525! Call today (309) 565-
4300.

e REMODELING & REPAIR:
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including
doors, thermopane vinyl re-
placement windows, interior
painting and electrical, by
Denny Miller. Over 25 years of
experience. We also do
kitchens, baths, decks, steps
and more. Small jobs wel-
come! Call me at (309) 995-
3364.

e Black Diamond Interior
Painting: Kitchen cabinet refin-
ishing. 45 years experience,
free estimates. Call (239) 307-
7800.

L Ll (S ]

KK’s Antique Emporium
Antiques / Collectibles
Keith Knowles

Sole Proprietor

Buy Sell Trade
I Buy Estates

(309) 339-9229

kknols @yahoo.com
523 Township Rd 600N
LaFayette, IL 61449

My Backyar
Tree Care Tree Pruning
Bob Baer -t
Certified Arborist 0w Removal
(309) 657-0571
\NO-SOHA mybackyard2@gmail.com /

CLASSIFIEDS!
CALL PAM AT

309-286-2185
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¢ The Prairie Fews Sports

Gym opening brings two wins

Atmosphere compared to a ‘sectional championship’

By NICK VLAHOS and JEFF LAMPE
For The Prairie News

TOULON — The grand opening of the
new Stark County High School gymna-
sium was a grand success.

The Rebels boys and girls teams both
won their games on Jan. 10 for the open-
ing of the new gym in front of a vocal
crowd.

“The atmosphere for
the gym grand opening
game was like a sec-
tional championship
game — packed gym
loud,” Stark County
girls coach Bob Bohm
said. “The girls re-
sponded, made big
shots, got some big
stops and pulled out a
win.”

The girls topped Illini
Central, 42-37, as So-
phie Finnegan scored
14 points, Emily Deme-
treon tallied 12 and
Coley Johnston scored six.

From the boys basketball on-court
viewpoint, the opening of the new Stark
County gymnasium was also success.

The Rebels’ first game in their new
home in Toulon was a 56-41 Lincoln
Trail Conference victory over Knoxville.

Connor Daum and Ross Saner each

Sophisticated care.
Normal people.

had 17 points to lead Stark County,
which had been playing in a 64-year-old
gym next door.

“It was nice to get a win in the new
gym,” Stark County Coach Kane Mastin
stated. “We got the shots we wanted but
are still struggling finishing at the rim.
Knoxville played hard, but Iuckily we
ended up making more
plays than they did.”

The Rebels led by al-
most 20 a couple of
times, but the Blue Bul-
lets rallied to pare their
deficit to single digits.

»| * SC boys — After the
8 big opener, Saner had 30
i points Tuesday night, but
Stark County (4-12, 1-2
LTC) lost 67-61 at Ke-
i wanee Wethersfield.
Stark County trailed by
M almost 20 in the third
quarter but cut its deficit
to four points late.

“(We) played well in

the first and fourth. Unfortunately, we

had to play the second and third
quarters, too,” Mastin stated.

Dillon Steelman had 12 points for
Stark County, which is host tonight (Jan.
17) to Biggsville West Central.

* Galva hoys — On Tuesday night,
Continued on Page 11

The Stark County boys and girls basketball teams both won their first games in the new Stark County
High School gymnasium on Jan. 10. The boys topped Knoxville, 56-41, and the girls opened the evening
with a 42-37 victory against Illini Central. Photos by John A. Ballentine.
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