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I[HSA
nominates
SC’s Best
for honor

By MATT TROHA
lllinois High School Association

TOULON — Sometimes a name
Just fits.

That’s the case for Stark County
High School senior Lauren Best.

Best is the most decorated musi-
cian in the history of Stark County
High School, a school of approx-
imately 230 student.

She is an academic standout who
is in contention to be her class vale-
dictorian this spring, while also
partaking in a laundry list of extra-
curricular and community involve-
ment, including robotics, Girl
Scouts and volunteering at her
church, just to name a few.

“Lauren’s name literally says it
all, she really is the best!” said
Stark County Music Director So-
phia Elswick. “I didn’t get the
honor of seeing her grow up, but |
have seen her grow so much over
the last year. [ am going to cry
when she graduates.”

Despite the growth that Elswick
has witnessed in Best over the last
year, it’s important to note that the
senior started from an uncanny po-
sition of maturity for someone her
age. Best is the Illinois High
School Association’s 2025 nominee
for the NFHS Heart of the Arts
Award, based on the leadership and
unbridled passion she showed in
helping to keep the Stark County

LOCAL STUDENT RECOGNIZED
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Stark County High School senior Lauren Best is the IHSA's nominee for the 2025 NFHS
Heart of the Arts Award. Photo courtesy the IHSA.

music program afloat during the
first semester of her junior year.

“I think the main thing that led
me to step up was that [ was, and
still am, very passionate about the
program,” Best said. “I had already
been somewhat of a leader in the
music program previously. It just
came naturally to me to step up,
and nobody had any opposition to
it.”

Following Best’s sophomore
year, Stark County’s long-time
band and choir director retired, but
her replacement quit unexpectedly
just a few weeks into the 2023
school year.

From September of 2023 until
January of 2024, when Elswick
stepped in to take over the role, a
group of then juniors led by Best
filled the leadership role to keep the
Stark County High School music
programs going.

“Teacher shortages are a growing
concern, particularly in specialized

fields like art and music,” Stark
County Principal Megan McGann
said. “The hiring pool is exponen-
tially slimmer in small rural com-
munities and districts like our own.
As our administration worked dili-
gently to fill the music teacher’s
role, the shortage weighed heavily
on our fine arts students. Lauren’s
leadership, alongside her fellow
classmates, made all the difference
during that time.”

While there was always a substi-
tute teacher in the room, some were
not musically inclined, which led
Best to take the reins and help
guide the class. From pulling out
the music, to making sure the in-
struments were set up, to planning
the songs they would practice and
deciding when they sounded good
enough, Best and a few other stu-
dents took the lead.

“There were some days where it
was hard to get everyone moti-

Continued on Page 2
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Stark County hoard
shifting ARPA funds

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

TOULON - The Stark
County Board of Supervi-
sors has been told to
change how it allocates
$508,816 of its remaining
American Rescue Plan Act
funds.

Last November, the
county board voted to allo-
cate that $508,816 toward
the purchase of land and
the construction of a new
county highway building.

On Tuesday, the board
was informed not to allo-
cate ARPA money for the
highway department proj-

ect.
The board will have to
vote to rescind the No-
vember vote for ARPA
funds for the highway proj-
ect. The board plans to
reallocate the $508,816 to-
ward public safety salaries
and overtime pay, as per a
directive from Office of
Emergency Management
director Mat Schnepple.
“Use it to reimburse
yourself for public safety
salaries from last year and
the sherift’s office over-
time payments,” Schnepple
recommended.

A total of $1,037,000 in
Continued on Page 2

Toulon planning city
street-paving projects

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

TOULON — The Toulon
City Council on Monday
approved funding for ash-
palting and sealing var-
iouis city streets.

The council approved
using up to $120,000 in
Motor Fuel Tax funds plus
up to about $45,000 in
local or city funds to pay
for the milling, asphalting
and sealcoating of East
Court Street from Main
Street to Jefferson Street
and part of Jefferson Street
from Franklin to Hender-
son Streets.

The board also heard that
Toulon has $85,000 in its
MET fund.

“I’m trying to think if we
could use TIF funds for the
Court Street project,”
Mayor Larry Hollis said.
“It’s a possibility. TIF
funds can pay for road
construction.”

But an internal Illinois
Department of Transporta-
tion disagreement could
change the entire project’s
payment method.

After a lengthy discus-
sion with a Toulon prop-
erty owner, the city agreed
to work with the Boatmans
concerning a part of their
property that was damaged
by fire last week. During a
demolition project at 213
E. Greenwood St., the

Continued on Page 2
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BEST: Made sure Christmas show went on

Continued from Page 1
vated,” Best said. “In band, I knew
that we just needed to continue to
play. It was more of a problem in
choir. I was the only student in the
class who played piano, so I was able
to play piano and lead rehearsals that
way.”

Best’s responsibilities didn’t end at
school either, as she helped to co-
ordinate the band for home football
games, including serving as the con-
ductor of the National Anthem.

“I had to communicate a lot with
our principal (McGann),” Best said.
“There were a lot of details that our
teachers took care of that we never
thought about. Our home football
games are played near the Stark
County Elementary School in Wyo-
ming, so things like having a bus to
transport the instruments and music
were new challenges. We built a
bridge between the band and admin-
istration to make sure those things
happened.”

One thing that was not going to
happen as fall turned to winter in
2023 was the annual school Christ-
mas concert program. But Best saw
to it that the show would go on. She
also credits one of the substitute
teachers, Wally Parks, for his assis-

tance in making sure the program
happened. The Christmas concert
gave Elswick, who had already been
hired by Stark County, but was still
awaiting her college graduation to of-
ficially begin teaching, a sneak peek
at her future students.

“I didn’t know what I was going to
see that night, but I came away really
impressed, especially knowing what
was going on behind the scenes,”
said Elswick. “During the interview
process, I was told I was inheriting a
dedicated group of students, as well
as being told specifically about
Lauren and her awesomeness. Short
of taking attendance and grading,
Lauren was doing my job while
being a high school student and get-
ting her associate degree (from
Blackhawk College).”

Elswick’s arrival didn’t necessarily
bring an end to Best’s leadership, as
the new teacher worked out a plan
with the district to have Best serve as
her teacher assistant with the bur-
geoning junior high music program,
which boasts over 50 members.

Best believes the leadership and
passion that she showed during what
should have been a trying semester
can be traced to three seminal musi-
cal influences in her life. She cites

her childhood piano teacher Jennifer
Nutzhorn, as well as her school
music directors Brenda Macke and
Angie Roark as her “musical inspira-
tions.”

Elswick is quickly gaining ground
as well.

“It was such a relief when Ms. Els-
wick arrived,” said Lauren. “She
brought a lot of leadership and fun
back into the band and choir pro-
grams.”

That has allowed Best to be a stu-
dent, mostly, throughout her senior
year. She is looking forward to the
IHSA Music State Series Solo & En-
semble State Series this spring. A
gifted clarinet player, pianist, and
singer, she has performed 33 total
solo and ensemble pieces thus far in
her IHSA Music career, receiving a
perfect rating of 1 on all 33.

She plans to set her attention to in-
dustrial engineering at lowa State
University next fall, but music will
always be a big part of her life.

“I enjoy being in the music room
every day,” Best said. “For me,
music is a stress reliever. Music is
where [ met so many of my close
friends. Music has given me so much
and will always be an important part
of my life.”

TOULON: Fire spread from demolition project

Continued from Page 1
work was being performed by city
employees to save money on the
demolition cost.

City workers set fire to a pile of
brush and debris while working at
the site and checked the fire to make
sure it was out before they left the
site. Later, the fire reignited and
spread to 223 E. Greenwood, the
Boatman property. An unoccupied
trailer and camper were damaged by
the fire.

The Toulon Fire Company was
called to extinguish the fire, then was
called a second time after it reignited.

The city has agreed to pay for
dumpsters and haul debris away from
the 223 E. Greenwood property
when the owner tears down his fire-
damaged property.

A legal agreement between the
Boatmans and the city will be drafted
by City Attorney Kate Carter for the
parties to sign.

Only one bid to mow the city’s
cemetery was received from Bock’s
Lawn Care, of Victoria. The cost for
the 2025 mowing season is $29,897,
which is the same as last year. It was
approved.

A donation of $1,500 to the Stark
County After-Prom Committee was
approved. Also, the council approved
a cost of up to $1,700 to pay Ameri-
can Legal Publishing for the codifi-
cation of updated city ordinances.

An ordinance was passed to sell the
2008 city police pickup truck. Hollis
said that there are several buyers in-
terested in purchasing the truck.
Also, a cost of up to $2,100 to pur-
chase lights for the new city mainte-
nance pickup truck was approved.
These would be yellow flashing
lights.

The council agreed to participate
with the Toulon Lions’ Club and
Toulon Civic Association in the cost
of a digital sign. The sign’s location

and cost is yet to be determined. It
will display ongoing and upcoming
events.

The Toulon Police Department is
looking to hire two new officers to
attend a police academy with a pro-
jected cost to the city of $5,000 to
$6,000 per candidate. Police Chief
Gary Bent saidt this was a notifica-
tion of cost to the city if it is decided
to pay for the new officers.

Discussion concerning the former
Faith Baptist Church building at Vine
and Olive streets occurred without
resolution with regard to refurbishing
the building.

Hollis has written city employees’
reviews that he said were all positive.
The council will vote at next month’s
council meeting on employee raises.
Hollis said he wants to hire a third
full-time employee for outside city
work, but added he has no one in
mind for the new position.

COUNTY: Funds to pay salaries, OT

117 W Garfield 5t., Kewanee - §79,000

710 NW 15t 5t Galwa - 590,900

2 bedroom/ 1 bath. 3 bedroom/ 1.5 bath, Beautiful woodwaorik.
4-car detached garage. 1-car detachod garage | carpont & shod,

Northpoint Estates
Subdivision - Galva
Various building lots available.

Edge of town.

Call Debbie Wright - (309) 883-2617 icens
Broker, Realtor®, SRES®, CRS, ABR
s Licensed i NIingis

dwright@melfosterco.com

Continued from Page 1
ARPA money allocated to Stark County
was $1,037,000. Approximately half a
million dollars was used mostly for the
sheriff’s department salaries and overtime
payments and also for a few other desig-
nated items.

Board Chair Kari Bush asked about
grant money for a structure that would in-
clude a satellite communication to the Of-
fice of Emergency Management.
Schnepple said the FEMA program Build-
ing Resilient Infrastructure & Commu-
nities supports states, local and territorial
governments to receive grants. He said the
BRIC program still has to be approved by
various government agencies.

Ricky Newcomb, of the Bi-State Re-
gional Commission, gave a lengthy pres-
entation of a Bi-State Hazard Mitigation
Plan. The written plan is available for
viewing the next 30 days at the county
recorder’s office.

Additionally, the board approved a re-
vised Flood Plain ordinance and an Illi-
nois Emergency Services Mutual Aid
agreement resolution. This provides aid
for Stark County and the county agrees to

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

help other agencies facing emergencies.

County Engineer Judd Giftin gave a
brief highway report but appeared to save
most of his words for a 50-minute closed
session meeting about the purchase of real
property for building a new highway de-
partment facility. There was no action or
discussion after the closed meeting. This
agenda item was first discussed last May
and has been on every monthly agenda
since then.

Giffin reported that the highway depart-
ment was prepared for the impending
snowstorm on Wednesday. He has per-
formed road and bridge inspections
throughout the county and has ordered
and received 100 new signs for the instal-
lation and replacement of old road signs.

There was a treasurer’s report but no
Sheriff’s report. The board passed a res-
olution to keep previous closed session
minutes closed. Next month two health
board appointments will be voted upon.

Finally, the board heard that a March 15
Lincoln Day Luncheon will be held from
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Toulon Bistro.
The event will feature a catered meal, pie
auction and keynote speaker address.
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PUBLIC RECORD

Traffic citations &

Ordinance violations

2-3 - Tyler J. Allbright - Uninsured
vehicle.

2-3 - Chad L. Dean - Expired regis-
tration.

2-3 - Alexa L. Germosen - Driving
11-14 mph above the limit.

2-5 - Robert M. Searle - Improper
turn signal, uninsured vehicle and
unlicensed.

2-9 - Kevin L. Code - Suspended
license and registration light..

Incidents & Accidents
Stark County

2-2 - A deer-related vehicle acci-
dent occurred on Illinois Route 17,
approximately one-half mile west of
the Indian Creek Bridge near Toulon.
The driver was James L. Sutton, 40,
of Williamsfield. No injuries were re-
ported but the 2018 Dodge Ram
pickup truck reportedly sustained es-
timated damages over $1,500.

2-3 - Timothy J. Sexton, 33, Au-
rora, was ticketed for driving on an
expired registration and for driving
while his license was suspended. He
was issued a court date to appear.

2-3 - Shana M. Lewis, 43, Peoria,
was cited for speeding 72 mph in a
55 zone.

2-6 - A possible vehicle theft was
reported by a rural Toulon resident.
Upon further investigation by the
Stark County Sheriff’s Department
the vehicle was located by authorities
who reported the situation as not in-
volving an auto theft.

2-7 - Morgan K. Jones, 19, Chill-
icothe, cited for speeding 70 mph in
a 55 zone.

2-7 - Kaylee N. Miller, 27, Spar-
land, cited for driving on an expired
registration.

2-7 - Gregory L. Huene, 54, Alton,
cited for speeding 78 mph in a 55
zone.

2-8 - Dominque R. Johnson, 34,
Peoria, ticketed for speeding 66 mph
in a 55 zone and for driving on an ex-
pired registration.

2-9 - Anita M. Will-Jennings, 65,
East Peoria, cited for speeding 80
mph in a 55 zone.

2-9 - Wyoming resident Seth
Emery of 209 N. Main St. reported
an incident of criminal damage to
property that was discovered at his
residence. The back window of a ve-
hicle owned by Laura Everhart, also
of that same address, was found
broken.

Peoria County report

2-8 - Ronald L. Warren, 40, of Tou-
lon was arrested shortly after 8:45
a.m. and was accused of domestic
battery/physical contact and violating
an order of protection regarding a
previous domestic battery, according
to the Peoria County Sheriff’s Office.

Galva Report
Officer dispatched:

2-3 - to the 1000 block of SW 2nd
St. for a 911 hang-up complaint.
Upon investigating, it was deter-
mined to be a complaint involving a
boyfriend who was suicidal. The sus-
pect was located by the Bureau
County Sheriff’s Office in Mineral.

2-3 - to the 300 block of SW 5th
Ave. for a suspicious-vehicle com-
plaint. The officer located the vehicle
but had no probable cause for a traf-
fic stop.
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2-3 - to meet with seven subjects at
City Hall who were applying for a
solicitor’s permit. The permit was is-
sued.

2-3 - Officer warned a resident in
the 700 block of NW 1st Ave. in ref-
erence to a city ordinance violation
involving junk in the yard.

2-3 - to Stevens Veterinary Clinic
for a loose dog brought there. Em-
ployees recognized the dog and it
was returned to its owner.

2-3 - to the 1200 block of NW 3rd
Ave. to deliver a message for Knox
County in reference to a disabled ve-
hicle near Abingdon. The message
was delivered.

2-3 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St.
for a verbal-disturbance complaint.

2-3 - Melody Guynn, 52, Galva,
was issued a citation for having ex-
pired registration in the 100 block of
S. Center Ave.

2-4 - to the 300 block of NE 2nd
St. for a scam complaint.

2-4 - to the 600 block of NW 5th
St. for a complaint of telephone ha-
rassment/threats.

2-5 - As the result of a traffic stop
in the 600 block of SE 2nd St., Scott
Fann, 36, Kewanee, was arrested for
driving while license suspended, op-
erating a vehicle when registration
suspended and operating an unin-
sured vehicle. He was released with a
court date.

2-5 - to the 00 block of SE 4th St.
for an injured-dog complaint. A loose
dog was struck by a passing vehicle
on S. Center Ave. The officer con-
tacted the owner and helped load the
dog to take to the veterinarian.

2-5 - to the 00 block of NE 4th
Ave. to remove an unwanted subject.
2-5 - While patrolling, an officer

located a subject sitting on the
ground in the 500 block of SE 2nd
St. The subject was entered into
NCIC as a missing and endangered
person. They were transported by
ambulance for treatment/evaluation.

2-5 - Billy Hammond, 39, Galva,
was issued a citation for operating a
vehicle with no registration in the
400 block of NE 1st St.

2-6 - to the intersection of SW 2nd
Street and SW 2nd Ave. for a single-
vehicle accident, with only damage.

2-6 - to the 300 block of SE 3rd St.
for a motorist assist. The subject
locked the keys inside a car and was
referred to Tarletons for assistance.

2-6 - to the 1000 block of SW 2nd
St. for a 911 rapid SOS call. It was
determined to be a medical call.

2-7 - to the 700 block of NW 4th
St. to try to assist a subject having a
mental-health crisis.

2-7 - While patrolling, an officer
saw that a train had stopped and was
blocking all Galva crossings. BNSF
was contacted and the train even-
tually moved along.

2-7 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St.
for a complaint involving several
suspicious people. They were deter-
mined to be solicitors who had a
valid permit.

2-7 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St.
for a verbal disturbance.

2-8 - to the 400 block of SE 7th
Ave. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance.

2-8 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd St.
to assist a motorist who had locked
their keys inside the car. Henry Co
unty was able to unlock it.

2-9 - to Route 34 and 1850 East for
a motorist assist after a vehicle be-
came disabled. The officer gave the
subject a ride to his residence.

2-9 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd St.
for a gas drive-off complaint. The
suspect returned and paid for the
fuel.

2-9 - to meet with a resident at the
Galva Police Department to talk
about a written trespassing notice.

2-9 - to the 800 block of NE 3rd St.
for a domestic disturbance involving
juveniles.

2-9 - While patrolling, an officer
noticed a vehicle door open in the
500 block of NW 3rd Ave. The of-
ficer spoke with the owner, who for-
got to shut the door. Nothing was
taken.

Property Transfers

2-3 - Elvis Weir to Kurt Krzysto-
fiak - Henderson and Whitaker’s
Add’n - Pt. Block 31 Lots 4 & 5 -
213 E. South St., Toulon - Considera-
tion = $60,000.

2-4 - Fannie Mae Federal National
Mortgage Association to Paige Tracy
- Pt. Sect. 35-13-6 SE - 302 N. 6th
St., Wyoming - Consideration =
$89,000.

2-5 - Paul D. Whittaker, Estate and
William E. Whittaker, Ind. Exec. to
Rumbold & Kuhn, Inc. - Pt. Sect. 23-
12-5 SW - 4305 Township Road 200
N, Toulon - Consideration =
$816,675.

2-5 - American Cancer Society,
Inc., American Diabetes Assoc.,
American Heart Assoc. Inc., and
American Kidney Fund to Rumbold
& Kuhn, Inc. - Pt Sect. 23-12-5 SW -
4305 Township Road 200 N, Toulon
- Consideration = $816,675.

2-5 - Paul D. Whittaker, Estate and
William E. Whittaker, Ind. Exec. to
Caitlyn B., Carl P. Co-Trustee, Clay-
ton C., and Jeanne C. Ryan Co-
Trustee - Pt Sect. 23-12-5 SW - 4305
Township Road 200 N, Toulon -
Consideration = $425,625.

2-5 - American Cancer Society,
Inc., American Diabetes Assoc.,
American Heart Assoc. Inc., and
American Kidney Fund to Caitlyn
B., Carl P. Co-Trustee, Clayton C.,
and Jeanne C. Ryan Co-Trustee - Pt.
Sect. 23-12-5 SW - 4305 Township
Road 200 N. Toulon - Consideration
= $425,625.

2-6 - Sheriff of Stark County to
Fifth Third Bank - Vg of LaFayette
Block 7 Lots 5-8 - 209 Jackson St.,
LaFayette - Consideration = $0.

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties
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CB Excavating & Rock, LLC

Trenching, Excavating, Bulldazing,
Demolition, Rock Services & More,

Chris Baumann
Toulon, IL
309-238-06656
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309-995-3319 - 3521 State Route 78 - Toulon

Over 50 batteries in stock for
motorcycles and ATVs.

Riso a selection of
used motorcyles.

Andrews Implement Co.
G BHotpoint Applances  Holland Grills
@ 104 E. Main Street
PO, Box 328
it Altona, Illinois 61414
Email andrewsimpimymene net Phane (309 484-550

Stark County CUSD #100
Preschool Screenings
For the 2025-2026
School Year
For all children who turn three on
or before September 1, 2025
Screenings by Appointment Only
Friday, February 28th
Stark County Athletic Complex
Wyoming, lllinois

To schedule an appointment,
please call 695-6123 (option 3) or
email ahamiltonistark100.com

and make arrangements
for your screening packet.
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Mo one can do it alone,
1 no matter how great the
miachines are,
— Amy Poehler
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linois Press Association member.

Bell Trucking Co.

General Trucking - Dump
Rock, Gravel & Sand » Vans
Double Drop = Ready-Mix Concrete

m SHIP BY TRUCK
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Galea, IL 81434
Fas: brb-03i-8309
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Saturday,
February 22, 2025

Hewanes American
Legion Post 31
116 E. 3rd 5t.,

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. *

Kewanee, IL 61443

Friends of the Animals is hosting a Craft/Vendor
Show. All funds raised will be used to help assist
families in financial need o help pay their vet bills.
(money paid directly to the Vel.)

Please come join us for shopping with vendors
such as Pampered Chef, Tastefully Simple, Pop of
the Morning. Tupperware, Mee to Youn, Red Aspen,
Bella Luna Jewelry, Mimi's Sensory Exploration and
Play, Danielle's Sweet Shoppe just to name a few.
Come have breakfast and lunch with us, buy chances|
to win raffle baskels donated by some of our
sponsors, Sauk Trail Animal Hosp.,
District, Litestyles Fitness, C5B, O5F 58, Lukes
Aleove, Rux Funeral Home, SET, 0'Reilly's,

Craft-Vendor Show
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Guthrie wrote songs to his A'mér|ba

Folk singer and songwriter Woody
Guthrie is undergoing a welcomed
revival with the success of the Bob
Dylan biopic, “A Complete Un-
known.”

In it, Dylan, played by Timothée
Chalamet, seeks out Guthrie shortly
after arriving in New York City. It’s
the early 1960s and Dylan finds
Guthrie in a nearby New Jersey hos-
pital suffering from Huntington’s dis-
ease, the neurodegenerative disorder
that slowly killed Guthrie’s mother
and is now slowly
killing him.

Although Guth-
rie is unable to
speak, the film
portrays the two
musical geniuses
—one already a
lodestar in folk

music, the other Alan
about to fly light ~GUEBERT
years beyond his

mentor’s galaxy — communicating
through Dylan’s guitar and his spare,
Guthrie-like lyrics. It’s poignant, po-
etic and peaceful.

Powerful, too; just two people who
had never met coming together in a
sparsely furnished hospital room
over the sound of a single guitar and
one reedy voice. The bond is imme-
diate and deep.

Woody Guthrie, like Bob Dylan,
was famous for many things but he
mainly wanted his songs to be heard
for what they were, songs to and
about America. Several biographies

note that the footloose Guthrie
greatly disliked Irving Berlin’s “God
Bless America” because he believed
it to be jingoistic and exclusive.

Guthrie, who penned hundreds of
songs, wrote a musical reply to it that
he titled “God Blessed America For
Me.” That title was supplanted by a
later added line to the song’s chorus:
“This land is your land.”

The song wasn’t a slander of Ber-
lin’s hugely popular hit but a reply to
point out how great America already
was.

The explanation did little to allay
public backlash. Guthrie was called
every name in the book including
populist, socialist and — of course —
communist. If it bothered him, he
didn’t show it. “Left wing, right
wing, chicken wing,” he replied, “it’s
all the same thing to me.”

To ensure all understood his view
on the pointlessness of political la-
bels, he added, “I ain’t a Communist
necessarily, but I’ve been in the red
all my life.”

Guthrie was no saint and never pre-
tended to be one. He was, as one bi-
ographer described, “seemingly
afraid of money, or fame ... and he
left behind three wives (and) eight
children.”

He also left musical letter after mu-
sical letter to America, because its
Constitution-guaranteed promises
held so much for every American,
native and immigrant alike, that
Guthrie just couldn’t stop singing
about its farms, crops, mountains,

oceans, deserts, cities and people.

His joy didn’t mean he served up
sugar-soaked patriotism or chest-
thumping exceptionalism. “All you
can write is what you see,” he re-
portedly said of his songwriting.

According to one biographer, many
of Guthrie’s unplanned, unmapped
Depression-era “trips cross-country
opened his eyes to a land where
people went hungry, and the lives
and health of immigrants and union
workers were threatened by moneyed
interests.”

This unvarnished side of America
got its due in the second to last stanza
of “This Land “when Guthrie, writ-
ing what he saw, penned:

“In the shadow of the steeple I saw
my people,

By the relief office I seen my
people;

As they stood there hungry, I stood
there asking

Is this land made for you and me?”

In the next and final verse, Guthrie
reminds us that what we make of
America is up to us:

“Nobody living can ever stop me,

As I go walking that freedom high-
way;

Nobody living can ever turn me
back

This land was made for you and
me.”
© 2025 ag comm

The Farm and Food File is published
weekly throughout the U.S. and Canada.
Past columns, supporting documents and
contact info are at farmandfoodfile.com.

Trump and God in same sentence is blasphemy

To the Editor:

Dear Mr. Bell, putting Trump and
God in the same sentence is blas-
phemy in my view. He is the oppo-
site of what I think of as Christian.

Don’t be fooled by what someone
says, look at what they do.

When the Episcopal Bishop Mari-
ann Budde urged Trump with the
words of Jesus, what did he do? He
insulted her and asked for an apol-
ogy. Since when does someone of
faith apologize for speaking the

Residential Commercial

Lucas Harrmann
309-657-2755

words of Jesus?

I know the message must have
been foreign to him to hear, but we
all must hear the truth.

Please don’t mix your faith and
politics, that is a toxic brew. And it
will lead to a very bad outcome for
all of us.

— Christopher Dean, Brimfield
The Prairie News welcomes letters to
the editor. Email your letter to
Jelfl@wklypost.com

or mail to: The Prairie News,

101 West Main St., P.O. Box 240,
Toulon, 1llinois 61483

We reserve the right to edit letters.
for clarity and length.

Agricultural

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

“Service BE}'ﬁ}ld Expectations™
Since 1960
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Unique siren attracts group to Yates City

By MOLLY RICHESON
For The Prairie News

YATES CITY — On the first Tues-
day of each month at 10 a.m., the
Elba-Salem Fire Department tests its
weather-warning system, blaring an
alarm to alert citizens in the event of
a real emergency.

To the surprise of many, the siren
song lured six young people from
around the country to gather in Yates
City for the Feb. 4 monthly test.

Visitors lured to Yates City (who
requested that we not give their last
names) were Cooper, Ayden and
Vince from the Bloomington area;
Drew from Cedar Rapids, lowa;
Holly from South Milwaukee, Wis.;
and Will, who drove all the way from
New Jersey to hear the call of the
Elba-Salem siren.

Some of the group met in high
school and some of them online via
Discord, a popular chatting app. All
of them have the same thing in com-
mon: a deep appreciation for

weather-warning systems.

“Me personally, I’ve always been
into weather and so I think weather-
warning systems are really fascinat-
ing,” Cooper said. “It originally
started with weather radio collecting,
and then I was convinced to try out
sirens. And then I realized that there
are a lot of really cool sirens around
here. There’s a remnant of Peoria’s
Civil Defense System that’s actually
in Russia.”

The Yates City siren is a model
Sentry 5V.

“The reason it is so rare is because
it has a 16-port rotor and it is one of
four still in existence,” Cooper ex-
plained. “T know the others are in
Inman, South Carolina, New York
and Georgia. It’s one of four still in
existence, and it’s only been doc-
umented once.”

The Sentry 5V is a basic, omnidi-
rectional air-raid siren produced by
Sentry Siren from around 1980 to
2000, when it was discontinued and

replaced by the Model 7V8 in the
Sentry lineup.

The vast majority of these sirens
had an eight-port rotor and stator, but
a few were made with the 16-port
single tone available only by special
order (it can produce 16 different
tones or sound variations simulta-
neously). It is possible that only four
sirens like the one in Yates City were
ever made in the first place.

Siren enthusiasts brought to Yates
City video and audio recording
equipment, as well as a drone to doc-
ument the monthly test. In their ex-
citement, two members of the crew
ran toward the siren.

“Sometimes, if I get really excited,
I’ll run up to it and touch the pole
just to feel it shaking,” Cooper said.

Footage from the visit will be up-
loaded to the group’s YouTube chan-
nel, ILWarnTech. There the sound
will be shared with the world and
live on through history, much like
the mythological sirens of yore.

Ed Morse Chevrolet «- GMC « Ed Morse Chevrolet - GMC « Ed Morse Chevrolet « GMC

30+ MPG » ELINDSPOT MONITOR

MERP....526,385
REBATE....51,000
EMALG,..... 52 885

22 v CHEVROLET

Phesiderds 79&?

SALES EVENT
2024 CHEVROLET TAHOE PREM|

AWD = LOADED = 3X43
MAX TRAILERING

511, EIl'IEI

_ STERI4NN4

MSRP.STT 680 SALE PRICE
REBATE...53,000

EMAG... 58,092 $66,500

Mors

MSRP. 569,995
REBATE..51.000
EMAG... 58,895

= -) We have

your back
during AND
after the sale!

AX4 = DIESEL = X31 OFF ROAD

|[ouAayD asioy PI = JWD = 13|oaAaD) asiop pJ

=]

$60,500

4X4 = 20° WHEELS = POWER SEAT

ST

SALE PRICE

$38,500

MERP... 543 340
REBATE.._$1.000
EMAG.....54,840

24 CHEVEROLET COLORADO TRAILBOSS

2025 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT
NEW STYLE « BEST MPG « 18" SCREEN

STEREITSTE

MERF....529 995
REBATE..§1.000
EMAG.....52 500

2024 GMCACADIA DENALI

AWD » LOADED = SUPER CRUISE

FANO ROOF

LOADED! ETRERFZITS 1

A = 13| DALY 251004 P = IWD =3

SALE PRICE

561,500

M5RP.. 568,250
EMAG.. 56,750

WT=aXa=53LVE= LONG BED

59,000
OFF M5RP

SINESGTAS 142

SALE PRICE

36,500

MERE... 545,745
REBATE..55,750
EMAG.....53,535

25 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

2024 GMC SIERRA 1500 5LE
4X4 » 22° WHEELS = HEATED SEATS

511,500
OFF MSRP

STKI54033

SHLE PRICE

550,000

MZRF.... 567,629
REBATE.. §4,500

EMAG.....55,125

2024 CHEVROLET SILVERADOQ 1500

CUSTOM TRAIL BOSS = 4X4
PRAY ON BEDLINER

Lease 5499/ m

34 momths

51“’.'!! STRI4G51

SALE PRICE

346,500

M5RE...554, 4650
REBATE...54,000
EMAG.....58,150
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FREE DELIVERY! 309-853-4436
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We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

LIVE ANTIQUE ONLY AUCTION

The following variety of antigues and collectibles will
be sold af the Millbrook Community Center Boilding in
Lanra, L {loscated raght off of B TH i@ the
AE cormer of Lanea), on

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 237, 2025 AT 12 NOON

NOTE: This is 2 condansed ad. See pletures and full 54 online 58 was.
fodgemauctionserdce.oom Deors will cpen by 8: 3 am. 2 Bnes will ba
Funn

BOOKS:1BM slearly 1500's Ciovil War s, Presideniial, children's and
ey other types of bocks (1877 Warmen Go, History book, 1928 Liscoln
Grows Up by Carl Sandburg, 1899 llleois and Koz Co. Hestory book,
1BET Mesmorial Addresses 1800's Southern Rebellion Yol. Il aad (1L Bul-
Ealo Bill signesd Story of e Wikd West book, rough, 1513 skgeed Elliot
Hubbard Listle Jowenerys leather covered book, okd Charle's Dickens A
Christmas Carcd, othes Dickans., t911 West Poist, 1511Titanic, 18005
Peoria, IL Isaac Walkes Handware catalog. old JO servich dealer's service
sanual, AR books, local phone dirsctories, sets Shakespears, Juld and
parts books, 1831 Gale, 1805 Dinay, early Morioa, 1922 Carthage, 1843
Epoch yr. books Tarzas Jewel of Opar, org Hancy Deew, Hardy Boys,
Bobsy Twins, full sats of Bardback Louls Lamor books. T's Playbeys,
FarmiLiwestock journalstedgers, old Or. Sewss McERgot's Pocd, obd Tik-
Tok of Oz book, hundreds of books.

ANTIQUESICOLLECTIBLES: Jade Maonsione Alsddin lamp=—{F54
[Bete T930% blsck Halloween cal, other paper Halloween—"very o
winks—prim. Mutting RF can oo whiels-5aga Genists, Saga Saturn,
Supaer Hintendo, Playstation I, 2 Kintendo gaming systems, ROS the
Robol, paddles, ebc., migc, cartridges and games, Sega CDs--coll. of
E0's-Bl's rock and country records (Lynynd Skynyrd gold, Bon Jowi,
Dog Keght, Chicags, Eagles, Monkees, Dosen, AC-DC, Kiss, Foreigne,
sany morep—ig. call. of old markles, cne very g swirl—old car models
in baxes, old games, Thanksgheing tall Gurley candies in box—HE

Or. Lassra talking do¥i—a few Barbies—wind up toys MOS—nice old
Batman & Flobin, Huckelarry Hound, Wild Bill Hichok, Chipmmis,
Bervary Hillkdlies metal tarmoses, Bary Gibbs and other lunch
pails—tom unopened Batman Returns Topgs Stadies Cleb cards—unc.
(Dl Eamhandt cacdi-WNE Lasa figuies NB—T8 Tonka firetruck—ig.
amourd of Hobwheels and other cars-Cub, Chists, Massn sed other old
bobbleheads—C Marvel 20 cant Star Wars comics, 10 cest and varicus
other comic books—naw 133 Topps complete set foothall cards—prim
woodan push toy wimetal butterfly—earty wooden FP paddle toy widog-
plashic bowls winetord Rabels—vintage RC cans wibatehall players—old
el c30% (Pabel Tankard, Scheds, Wild Wes! Firewaber, sic. —green
ceramic panther—Westem Usion light—Teu Temper 345, Zebco old resls
in boxes—vintage Nghters, ball buckles and pipes—inen Tiank: door
stop—1919 W plate—IL Gilbart Elmwood, Il 1511 Lincoln cal. plate—
Horatio Lodge, Kecxville, IL mem. Ribbcaipin=Launs| & Handy nsbkear
Bank=military ping==2 Anna Van Brigght signed Brown vases=Coleman
iran—gld welal ceiling pieces—Ig Mexican chalk siatuss—odd neptile
tcidermy hadkel—Hyers carolers—old x-mad Candobers Ni—metal
Santa-Black Dog Lizorce adv. phctuns, ofhers—Firs! Act MATSS guiter
ampiifier—Yamaha R-1008 receiver—yintage slectronic Rems and
spoakirs—carned and brass old statues—old wrenchas—Warmen Kimbile
Fiodk ari cal pictunes—very old pictures, das Lincoln=time clock=very
cenate wall, mantie and skl clocks—retro lamps—Nursery Lamp w
wiadeiian traif—rero ol ball eheck—aumfbnass sm. propellers—esd
Cross, milk, gther bottles—id's plates—tns—Griswold, Wamar cast ron
skillets more—cast iron tractor seats—old ol jars. cans—Aledo Chasa
and Westbay Equip, Swermometer<1080'sT0's Bcense plates—train
sets—michanical Marz train—sbeel whatls—cast ingn kibches pump—
galv. fubs, chicken feeders, pottery, press, registers, milk cand 3ad other
primiived—ice cralm parior besch—wond ifplanes-Vilentines and
becal pagerwork—Canads Crown snd other [srs—potiery vases, bowls—
sm. Wallice Nutting picture=Peoria Unlon Steckyseds and more bullet
pencils—fini poists-Martin Imp. LaFayette MF fiyswaiter—1337 John
Mol Dairy adv. Ecklund Molor Elrmenod book, Folkenroth lns., Granes
Miling, Yates Cify Imp. and more=JEWELRT: raw Caledonia, opal and
Rurquoiss Stones— 325 bracelets. anl. ring, pins—14K paarl earrings

and 14K hasert sat, Bally Pariing basded bracalets, Heidi Dwes, Tridari
and other thinestona pins, Molan Miller, Epiphasry, Krementre, charactr
walches, crystal, other high dollar medem costumne, ant. costuma and
plastc jewelny, misc. anligmes

GLASSWARE, ESHES, ETC: All types ol mice glassware (Fenbon,
Fenlon Carsival, A Glass, much Depression of varous colomlpatherss,
WM andl mil glass pleces sad sets, foted Goolus dish, Fostora, Yase-
fine, Jada and other FI, Rubry Red, meach Koball bive, Fenlon b, juice
sois. painbed glazs, Pynx nest sets, plathers and misc, pleces. Pyrax
glass pans wiglass handles, Cartoon glakses, coloned corbmis phces,
Chase pfcher & glasses, snack el in bomes, calke plades, Baardsiows,
IL flash glass, reiro syfup pltchens, crsseroles, Comingwane, Correll,
iy, Delft Holland sed, ig. coll. of Halls Jewsl T d@shes wisarving pleces, 2
Alicja blown glass condls holders, Spod MoK ez, other beer glassss,
cpalescent dish set, Muranc glass, SSetson dishes, Cavitt Shaw dishes,
55 Ps, misc.

FOLGERS AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
WILLIAMSFIELD, IL

Ph. M-SR 14 or S0H35T T Ty g TR |

Ty

b
<203 Email: ledger

pmail.coen Cash, chock or oredil cand acoopled. Fos

LIKE LTS €8y FACT RO R,

MSW Projects, Marshall-Stark Public Transportation

| 309-364-2287
| Stark County Regular Van Schedule for February
|

Mon., Feb. 3: Princeton  Thurs., Feb. 6: Kewanee
Mon. Feb. 10: Peoria
Mon. Feb. 17: Peoria
I Mon. Feb. 24: Peoria

Thurs., Feb. 13; Princeton
Thurs., Feb. 20: Kewanee
Thurs., Feb. 27: Kewanee
Pick up:
Bradford 8:40, Wyoming 855,
| Toulen 9:10; Depart from destination city at 230
Fees: Peophe under age 60; $10 except to Kewanee is

| 56, People aged 60 & over: voluntary donation
Call by 4:00 p.m. the day before you would like to ride

I thia van to make your resanvation,
Individual transports are available M - F
| with advanced reservations. |
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District Maintenance Director
Galva CUSD 8224 is sccepling applications for a Diatrict
Mainienance Director. This position has a key role
rasponaible for oversesing the upkeap, maintenancs,
and everall functionality of a schood district's physical
facilities. Experience with buildings, grounds, minos

plumbing, minor electrical, carpentiry, painting, welding,
boilers, furnaces, and/cr other similar skills/knowledge

In required.
Core Responsibilities include:

Planning, Organizing,
and Directing Malntenance Operations
Supervizing and Managing Staff
Budgeting and Resource Management
Facility Improvements and Projects
Preventative Maintenance and Repairs
Emergency Response and
Crisis Management
Compliance with Health, Life, Safety
Laws and Regulations
Terms of Employment:

Madigan gound guilty
on 10 of 23 charges

CHICAGO — Former Democratic
[llinois House Speaker Michael Ma-
digan, the longest-serving legislative
leader in U.S. history, has joined the
list of Illinois political figures
who’ve been convicted on public
corruption charges after a federal jury
Wednesday found him guilty on 10
of 23 counts.

But the jury, which deliberated for
roughly 65 hours over two weeks fol-
lowing a marathon three months of
evidence and testimony, was split in
its verdict. They acquitted the former
speaker on seven other charges and

ultimately deadlocked on six counts.
Madigan’s co-defendant, veteran
Springfield lobbyist Mike McClain,
walked free after the jury deadlocked
on the same charges.
— Capitol News Illinois

President Trump
pardons Blagojevich

President Donald Trump on Mon-
day granted a full pardon to former
[llinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich, who
was convicted on 18 corruption
counts, including for his attempt to
sell President-elect Barack Obama’s
U.S. Senate seat in 2008 — and who
holds the distinction of being the
state’s only impeached governor.

Trump’s pardon comes five years
after he commuted Blagojevich’s 14-
year prison sentence in February
2020, sending the disgraced ex-gov-
ernor home from lockup in a low-se-
curity Colorado facility six years
early.

College Honors

* Avery Gerber of Toulon made
the Dean’s List (3.5 gpa or better) at
St. Ambrose University for the fall
2024 semester.

* Levi Nusz, of Wyoming, made
the Dean’s List (3.5 gpa or better),
as a first year graduate student at
Iowa State University University
for the fall 2024 semester.

Full Time; 12 month position
Salary/Benefits: The compensation pockoge is
regionally compatiive and commensurate with
the candidate’s axperience and qualifications.

Starting Date: April 28, 2025
Applications can be found on our District’s website at

AD STORAGE COMPANY

- EASY ACCESS - LOW MOMNTHLY RENT
=WELL-LIT =SECURITY
FACILITIES IN:

BraSiond - B9T-EI4Y # + # Lstoa - 8980181 + + » Heningk City - SE5-TETT
“otone Your Sius With Lis™

~ HOME REMODELING & REPAIR

Jof Wolth = (B15) 8T8 - 1562
James Woith = (309) BB3 - 6326
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodels =5

Also. . . Doors, Windows, F Dirywsall, e
Electrical, Pairting & Much Mor, q'{?‘ S

www.galva22d.org, Call for FREE Estimate /Insured . W0 =
er in our District’s office. Call 385-1715 -=-'1=-I‘-—__-"#
AD STORAGE CO. + PO BOX 415 « PRINCEVILLE, IL 51550 —

-
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« Ed Morse Chrysler « Jeep - Ram - Dodge - Ed Morse Chrysler - Jeep - Ram - Dodge -

PRESIDENTS' DAY
OALESPREVEN]

T i 'JeE':l _M___

2024 JEEP GLADIATOR § 2024 RAM 3500 CREWCAB) 2024 JEEP WRANGLER

MOJAVE = HARD TOP = SAFETY || DUALLY = FULL POWER + 4X4 = HD| | SPORT » HARD TOP » V-6 » 4X4
ONVENIENCE o BEST BUY
$14,000

- OFF MSRP!

*
Ina’ |

ﬁ‘!&"fe Wel I:Iappy Valentine's Day:
your back -

during AND

Berger Accounting & Tax Service
after the sale! :

LCE WEST » 309-637-0011

WEST CREEK CREATIONS

CRYSTAL WEST + 243

» daar - Jaishayd asiow p3

Bryan E. Pullen, CPA, LLC
www.pullencpa.com
www.facebook.com/pullencpa
bryan@pullencpa.com
(309) 385-4637 for Appts.
11111 West Parks School Rd. # Princeville, IL 61559

MSRPE. 566,035 MSRE.,. 546,475

o " MERP.. 557 085 SALE PRICE SALE PRICE
REBATE..$15 707 REEATE..5 10,000 542 gq? REBATE...57, 143+ 53& gg?
EMAG..... 53 32% EMAG.._. 54,084 ' EMAG. .. 52,329 f

2024 RAM 1500 2024 RAM 2500 2025 RAM 1500

FULL POWER = X4 » ALTO = HEMI CREW CAE = AUTO = 4X4 CREW CAB = BIGHORN = LEVEL
FULL POVWER = HD = BEST BUY

514,000
OFF MSRP!

.-._ ¥

= SALE PRICE

« Ed Morse Chrysler - Jeep - Ram - Dodge - Ed Morse

= JB|SAIYD Basi0y P - abpog - wWey

$16,600
- OFF MSRP!

s Wwiey = daar

MERP... 548 090
REBATE... S4,000*
EMAG.....53,091

2024 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
LAREDO = BESTSELLING SUV = 4X4

MERP...504.860

REBATE..S10 000" SALE PRICE 2 =
bate caoas IRLUNFNJE | FEETE-212.7%0
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Williamsfield School Board eyeing layoffs

By NICK VLAHOS
For The Prairie News

WILLIAMSFIELD —
Layoffs might soon be
coming to the Williams-
field School District.

As many as two certified
staff members, two food-
service employees and all
teachers’ aides would be
let go under a proposal In-
terim Superintendent Rolf
Sivertsen presented Mon-
day night to the Williams-
field School Board.

The cuts would save the
cash-strapped district be-
tween about $575,000 and
$680,000, depending on
how many aides might be
recalled.

Job reductions are part of
Sivertsen’s three-pronged
plan to return the district to
financial health. The dis-
trict is to receive money
this week from the first
prong, a $1.1 million
working-cash bond issue
authorized last month. Ad-
justing the property-tax
levy for the next fiscal year
is a third element.

But the proposed move
in the middle is proving to
be painful.

“This isn’t easy for me to
stand up here and make
these recommendations,”
Sivertsen told the board. “I
met with all the aides and
also met with the people in

(’-

PRECISION AG

food service, because I felt
I owed them an explana-
tion. It was a very uncom-
fortable position to be in.

“My first comment was
‘I’'m sorry we’re in this po-
sition. Nonetheless, I have
a responsibility to make
recommendations to the
board so we can get out of
this mess as quickly as
possible.””

The district faces a pro-
jected deficit of at least
$400,000. On March 10,
board members are ex-
pected to consider Sivert-
sen’s staffing suggestions
and/or consider some of
their own.

Under his plan, Sivertsen
said three or four of the
district’s 10 aides probably
would be rehired for the
2025-26 year. The district
has 31 teachers and five
food-service employees.

Half a teaching position

Got questions
about 401 (k)

rollovers?

We can help!

Change can be scary, but dealing with

your retirement account doesn't have

to be! Call SBT Wealth Management
today to get personalized, local
assistance with your retirement

p] ill"lllit'lj._.'..

SBT

and one custodian job al-
ready have been eliminated
through attrition. The latter
action involves not filling
the full-time opening left
by the resignation of custo-
dian Hanna Rhodes, which
the board accepted Mon-
day. A part-timer is ex-
pected to replace Rhodes.

If retiring Technology
Director Rick Hartz is not
replaced, another $90,000
might be saved, Sivertsen
said. Earlier in the meet-
ing, the board affirmed
Hartz’s retirement, effec-
tive May 30.

Sivertsen said he doesn’t
know which two teaching
positions he’ll recommend
for elimination. He intends
to try to determine which
eliminations might affect
students the least. April 15
is the state-mandated dead-
line to dismiss teachers.

Board Member Lisa

Hanson asked Sivertsen if
other cost-cutting options
might be considered.

Non-personnel cuts Siv-
ertsen offered are tuition
for students who take
classes through Carl Sand-
burg College in Galesburg
and the Galesburg Area
Vocational Center.

Statistics Sivertsen pro-
vided show Billtown
spends more per pupil than
nearby districts. Expenses
in 2023 were $19,673 per
student, compared to
$11,744 in Elmwood,
$14,868 in Princeville and
$16,373 in Brimfield.

“We can throw more
taxes at it, but it doesn’t fix
our spending problem,”
Board President Chad Goff
said. “We’re way too high
on per-student costs, and
we have to fix that. Regard-
less of how we do it, we’re
going to have to fix it.”

AMERICAN STEEL CARPORTS, INC.
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LEGAL ADS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:
PATRICK J. KOGA, No. 2025PR6
Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Patrick J. Koga. Letters of Office
were issued on January 22, 2025,
to Rebecca Ann Frank as Executor
whose attorneys are Barash &
Everett, LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of the
court, Henry County, Cambridge,
lllinois or with the representative,
or both on or before July 22, 2025.
Any claim not filed by that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days after
it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for

documents in civil cases with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you
must first create an account with
an e-filing provider. Visit
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
Ip.asp. Or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Name Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney for Executor
Address P.0. Box 165
City Galva, IL 61434
Phone(309) 932-2001
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 1/31, 2/7, 2/14/25
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:
Louis Harold Nordeen
Deceased

No. 2024PR13

NOTICE TO HEIRS AND LEGATEES
AND CLAIM NOTICE

To: Stephan Larson, Becky
Larson-Webster, Lisa Larson-Trail,
Michael Fischlein, Glenda
Fischlein-Lopez, Russell Lee, Mary
Lieferman, David Lee, Nicholas
Lee, Myranda Lee, Joshua Lee,
Rebekka Griffith, Terry Nordeen,
Lester Nordeen, Kim Nordeen, and
Dan Nordeen AND
UNKNOWN HEIRS

Notice is given of the death of
Louis Harold Nordeen.

Notice is given to the above
named who are heirs or legatees in
the above proceeding to probate a
will and whose name or address is
not stated in the petition.

Letters of Office were issued on
January 24th, 2025 to Stewart
Nordeen as Administrator whose
attorney is Barash & Everett, LLC,
P.C., PO Box 165, Galva, IL 61434.

(Claims against the estate may
be filed in the office of the Clerk of

DIVISION 00- PROCEDURAL & CONTRACTING REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 001113

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DATE: February 17, 2025
PROJECT: Door and Frame Replacement Project at Galva Junior/Senior
High School for Galva CUSD #2224
LOCATION: Galva Junior/Senior High School1020 North Center Avenue
Galva, llinois 61434
OWNER: Galva CUSD #224
£24 Morgan Road
Galva, llinois 61434
ARCHITECT: Richard L. Johnson Associates, Inc
4703 Charles Street
Rockford, Ninois 61108
(815) 39B8-1231(815) 308-1280 FAX
SCOPE: Bids shall be submitted for a single contract for all Wark.
DATE DUE: Sealed bids will be received until 1:00pm, Monday, March
10, 2025 at the office of the Galva CUSD 8224 School Distriet, 224 Mor-
gan Road, Galva, IL 61434 and will be publicly opened and read aloud at
that time.
PRE-BID MEETING: All prospective Contractors are urged to attend a
pre-bid meeting at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, February 24, 2025, at Galva
Junior/Senior High schoaol.
MANDITORY PRE-BID SITE VISIT: Contractors are required to make a
mandatory survey of the existing conditions priar to bidding.
ACCESS TO BIDDING DOCUMENTS: Bidding Documents are on file
for reference at the following locations: Office of the Archiflect
Rockford, llinois

Bidding Documents may be secured from the office of the Architect.
Plans and Specifications are available for download at www.rljarch.com
under “Contractors”.
DEPOSIT REQUIRED: Bidders may secure up to two (2) sets of bidding
documents by submilting a non-refundable check for $50.00 per set, or
$60.00 per set if documents are to be mailed.
BID FORM: Bids shall be submitted in duplicate on forms issued by the
Archilect.
PERFORMANCE BOND: A performance and payment bond faor the full
amount of the Contract will be required of the successful bidder. All costs
associated with the bond shall be included in the bid amount
BID SECURITY: Bids shall be accompanied by a Bid Security of at least

% of the lotal amount of the base bid and all additive alternate bids.
This may be in the form of a certified check, cashiers check, bank drafl,
or bid bond, payabla to the Owner as a guaranlee that the bidder will en-
ter into a contract with the Owner and will fumish the proper performance
and payment bond within the time limited by the Owner. If the successful
bidder so files the contract and performance and payment bond, wpon
the execution of the contract by the Owner, the Bid Secunty will be re-
turned to all bidders. If helshe fails to file such contract and performance
and payment bond the amount of the Bid Security will be forfeiled to the
Owner as liquidated damages.
WAGE RULES: The general prevailing rate of wages in the locality in
which the work is to be performed for each craft or type of worker or
mechanic needed to execute the contract will adhere to all Federal Laws
and Laws of the State, and to all local ordinances and regulations ap-
plicable to the work hereunder, and having force of law.
RIGHTS RESERVED BY OWNER: The Owner reservas the night to
warve any imegulanties and/or regect any or all bids when, in the opinion
of the Owner, such action will serve the best interests of the Owner.
WITHDRAWAL OF BIDS: No bid may be withdrawn for a pariod of sidy
(60} days after the opening of bids without written consent of the Owner.

By order of the Board of Education for Galva CUSD 2224
Published 21425
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the Court Cambridge, lllinois
61238 or with the representative,
or both on or before July 24, 2025.
Any claim not filed by that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representatives
and to the attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed.

Within 42 days after the
effective date of the original order
of admission you may file a
petition with the court to require
proof of the will by testimony of
the witnesses to the will in open
court or other evidence, as
provided in 6-21 of the Probate Act
of 1975 (755 ILCS 5/6-21).

You also have the right under
section 8-1 of the Probate Act of
1975 (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest
the validity of the will by filing a
petition with the court within 6
months after admission of the will
to probate.

E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you
must first create an account with
an e-filing service provider.

Visit: http:/efile.illinoiscourts.gov
/service-providers.htm to learn
more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Filings are to be made with:
Henry County Circuit Clerk
Courthouse, Cambridge, lllinois
Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney for Executor
PO Box 165
Galva, IL 61434
Telephone: 309/932-2001
Facsimile: 309/932-3151
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 1/31, 2/7, 2/14/25

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF Wayne Abbot a/k/a
Bernard Wayne Abbott,
No. 2025PR16
Deceased
CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Wayna Abbott a/k/a Bernard
Wayne Abbott. Letters of Office
were issued on January 29, 2025,
to Theresa Dickerson as
Administer whose attorneys are

In Re ESTATE OF
LEO D. SECKMAN,
Deceased.

CLAIM NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS — STARK COUNTY

No. 2025PR1

NOTICE is given to creditors of the death of LEQ D. SECKMAN, on
January 23, 2025. Letters of Office were issued by the above entitled
Court to DEBRA L. SHANE, of 9282 Township Road 550N, Wyoming,
Illinois 61491, and DONALD K. SECKMAN, of 237 Jeb Stuart Drive,
Wilmington, North Carolina 28412, as Executors, whose attorneys of
record are WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD., 118 West Main Street, P. 0.
Box 368, ElImwood, lllinois, 61529-0368. Claims against the Estate
may be filed in the Circuit Clerk's Office, Stark County Courthouse,
Toulon, lllinois, or with the representatives or both on or before the
22nd day of August, 2025 or if mailing or delivery of a Notice from the
representatives is required by Sec. 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the
date stated in that Notice. Every claim filed must be in writing and state
sufficient information to notify the representative of the nature of the
claim or other relief sought. Any claim not filed on or hefore that date
is barred. Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to the representatives and to the attorney
within ten (10) days after it has been filed and the claimant shall file
with the Court, proof of any required mailing or delivery of copies.

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.

DATED this 31st day of January, 2025.

DEBRA L. SHANE and DONALD K.
SECKMAN, Executors of the Estate of

ROBERT L. POTTS, Esq.
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD.
Attorneys for Executors

118 West Main Street

P. 0. Box 368

Elmwood, IL 61529-0368
Telephone: (309) 742-3611
becky@whitneyandpotts.com
Published 2/14, 2/21, 2/28/25

LEQ D. SECKMAN, Deceased.

Barash & Everett, LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of the
court, Henry County, Cambridge,
lllinois or with the representative,
or both on or before July 29, 2025.
Any claim not filed by that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days after
it has been filed.

Name Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney for Administrator
Address P.0. Box 165

City Galva, IL 61434

Phone (309) 932-2001
Published 2/7,2/14, 2/21/25

SELL IT IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS!

CALL PAM AT
309-286-2185

@he Prairie Ielws

Outside our FREE distribution region?

GET YOUR LOCAL NEWS FOR JUST

960 PER YEAR

CALL (309) 286 - 2189
TO SUBSCRIBE!

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF TOULON
FIFTH AMENDMENT TO THE
TOULON TIF DISTRICT

Pursuant to the lllinois Municipal
Code [65 ILCS 5/11-74.4-5(c)], the
City of Toulon, Stark County,
lllinois, hereby gives notice of an
amendment to the City of Toulon
Tax Increment Financing (TIF)
District Redevelopment Project
Area, Plan and Projects by
reducing the size of the Area.

The following change has been
made to the Redevelopment
Project Area:

Ordinance No. 973 was adopted
by the Mayor and City Council of
the City of Toulon on Feb. 10,
2025, Providing for and Approving
the Fifth Amendment to the Toulon
TIF District Redevelopment Project
Area, Plan & Projects to remove
parcel 04-19-402-041 from the
Redevelopment Project Area,
located at 422 E. Jefferson Street
and legally described as Part of the
East % of Lot 3 in Culbertson’s
Eastern Addition to the City of
Toulon, lllinois.

If you have questions regarding
the Fifth Amendment to the Toulon
TIF District, please contact Ms.
Teresa Macy at (309) 286-5042.

Barbara Cantwell
City Clerk
Published 2/14/25

eoe
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Andrew Fickling
WYOMING — Andrew “Earl”
Fickling, 66, of Wyoming, passed
away on Thursday, Feb. 6, 2025, at

10:18 a.m. after his battle with
ALS. Born on June 26, 1958, he
was the son of Lawrence Dale and
Vera Ann (Ditch) Fickling.

Surviving are
two sisters,
Luann Martin of
Chillicothe and
Crystal Bishop of
Wyoming;
brothers Larry
Dale Fickling of
Wantagh, N.Y.,
and Patrick Fick-
ling of Kewanee; many nieces and
nephews and great-nieces and
great-nephews; his loyal dogs
Patches and Rusty; and his Jenday
Conure bird, Mango. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents and
grandparents.

Earl graduated from Illinois Insti-
tute of Technology with a bach-
elor’s degree in computer
engineering. He worked as a com-
puter software engineer at VideoJet
Technologies in Wood Dale, Ill.,
where he lived and worked until his
diagnosis in 2018. During his career
he wrote several patents.

Earl was an avid reader who also
enjoyed traveling, playing outdoor
sports, trivia and spending time
with his family and friends. He
especially enjoyed the time he spent
helping his friends manage their
bar.

Visitation was to take place on
Feb. 11, 2025, at Haskell Funeral
and Cremation Services in Wyo-
ming. Pastor Rebecca Klemm was
to officiate. Burial was to follow at
Wyoming Cemetery. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to ALS As-
sociation.

To leave condolences for Earl’s
family, please visit www.haskellf-
uneral.com.

Larry L. West
TOULON - Larry L. West, 87, of
Toulon, passed away peacefully at
10:26 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 6,
2025. Larry was born at the home of
his grandmother in Clinton, I11., on

Fickling

March 6, 1937, to the late Raymond
and Nellie (Koons) West. He mar-
ried his wife, Elizabeth Burnside, on
May 8, 1960, at the First United
Methodist Church in Paris, I11.

He is survived by his wife, Liz
West of Toulon; children, David
West of Albuquerque, N.M., Julie
(Jerry) Kenney of
Toulon and John
(Kristy) West of
Mount Zion, IIL.;
grandchildren,
Nakya Ely-West
of Grand Junction,
Colo., Adam Ken-
ney of Lancaster,
Calif., Danielle
(Ashley) Kenney of Peoria, Ill., and
Bailey and Griffin West both of
Mount Zion; and two great-grand-
children, Judah Scotland of Grand
Junction, Colo., and Paislee Hall of
Peoria. He is further survived by a
brother, Norman (Diane) West of
Casey, Ill.; sister-in-law, Mary Jane
West of Decatur; and many nieces
and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his
parents and a brother, Ronald West.

After graduating from Clinton
High School in 1954, he continued
his education at the University of Il-
linois. He began his banking career
in Princeton, Il1., in 1964.

In October 1970, he started with
the State Bank of Toulon as a vice
president and cashier. On July 2,
2002, Larry was elected the bank’s
eighth president. He retired from the
bank in 2006, and from the board of
directors in 2014, last serving as
chairman. He still enjoyed his close
ties with the bank as he continued
working as a courier and reviewing
appraisals. He was proud to have
worked in the banking industry for
over 50 years.

Larry was a man of strong faith
and a true example of what it meant
to live your life for God. He was an
active member of the First Christian
Church in Kewanee for over 50
years, serving as elder, deacon and
mentor throughout those years. He
was involved in many ministries, in-
cluding missions, where he felt for-
tunate to travel and serve in Malawi,
Africa and Montana. He looked for-

ward to their after-church lunch with
friends.

He enjoyed volunteering his time,
most recently at the Toulon Food
Pantry, Saint Luke’s Hospital in Ke-
wanee, delivering Meals on Wheels
and helping with the Stark County
Good Samaritan Fund. He was a
member of the Toulon Lions Club.

Larry loved sports. Playing and
watching golf and cheering on the
Fighting Illini were some of his fa-
vorite pastimes. He enjoyed traveling
and vacationed to many wonderful
locations on family trips and with
friends. Above all, he loved spending
time together with his family and
loved watching all of his grandchil-
dren’s events.

Visitation will take place on Mon-
day, Feb. 17, 2025, at the First Chris-
tian Church in Kewanee, from 5-7
p.m. A funeral service will take place
at the church on Tuesday, Feb. 18,
2025, at 10 a.m. with Pastor John Re-
side, officiating. Burial will follow at
Toulon Cemetery. Memorial contrib-
utions may be made to First Christian
Church — Kewanee, St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, or to the
Stark County Good Samaritan Fund.
Haskell Funeral and Cremation Serv-
ices in Wyoming is assisting the
family with arrangements.

To leave condolences for Larry’s
family, please visit www.haskellfun-
eral.com.

Helen Jeffriess

GALVA — Helen Jeffriess, 81, of
Galva, died Feb. 4, 2025 at OSF
Saint Luke Medical in Kewanee.

She was born Sept.14, 1943, in
Brisbane, Australia, the daughter of
Bernard and Mabel (Cooper) Jef-
friess. Survivors include her two
adopted daughters, Eloise and Isa-
bella; four siblings, Ann, Janet, John
and Joanne; and a dear friend, Inge
Collins. She was preceded in death
by her parents.

Helen had worked mainly as a so-
cial worker and also as a nurse.

Cremation will be accorded and a
memorial service will be held at a
later date. Memorials may be di-
rected to the Henry County Humane
Society-Kewanee Chapter. Rux Fu-
neral Home in Galva is in charge of
arrangements.

Providing peace of mind for vou and vour family

)

RUX

FUNERAL HOMES

Kewanes | 3098534100
Galva | 306-532-2400
Williamshield | 309-639-4221

warws. ruxfuneralhome.com
ruxfuneraliffyahos.com

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME HARDWARE ASSOCIATE

16-24 hrs. a week - Some Saturdays
required. Plumbing, electrical or
construction experience helpful,

not required.
Please apply within.

EB Buildings & Lumber Co.

Robert L. Potts
Stephanie F. Schmieg
Ashlee E. Stabler

Areas of Practice:
» Wills, Trusts & Powers
of Allorney
= Trust & Estate
Administration
« Real Estate Transactions
118 West Main Streei = PO, Box 368
Elmwood, linois 61529 = (3049) 742-3611

= Agriculiural Law

« Local Government

» Business Planning
& Formation

SULLIVAN

DEHJR
N

COMPANY

Sales * Service
Installation
Sexctiomal hepel [oors & Ohpaoreers
Servicr (e Al Makes
Spring & Section Hl.'lﬂ!. TN

Residential - Commercial

14 Homr Exmergency Ssprvies

Foee Salies Fajimates

610 N, Sants Fe « Princeville

309-385-2025

Mon-Fri 7am - Gpm = Sat 8am - 2pm « Closed Sun

ravnor  856-8041

_— Toll Free 877-324-9517
Visit Our 1319 W, éeh St

hm'l'rlmm Hl_’h‘llu:r. 11l
o, il v d oser, covmm

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

_2_CHURCH DIRECTORY

Toulon Methodist Church
229 W. Main St., P.0O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483
Phone (309) 286-2224
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224 or (217) 778-1591
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

LaFayette Methodist Church
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449
Phone (309) 995-3371
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591.
LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

West Jersey United Methodist Church
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL. Rev. Pablo Marty
Phone (217) 425-5707
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Elmira United Presbyterian Church
Rev. Art Blegen
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483
(309) 896-3481
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

The Gatherin ng Church
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m.

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491
email: info@thegathering.life
web: https://www.thegathering.life/
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life

1st Congregational Church of Toulon
(309) 286-4901
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com
website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org

Galva Congregational Church
Pastor Marshall Jones
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, lllinois 61434
(309) 932-3733
Service Time 10 a.m.

First Baptist Church
“faith in truth"
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA
Main Service: Sun 10:30
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor
(309) 932-2713 » GalvaBaptistChurch.com

Wyoming Nazarene Church
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491
Rev. Shawna Marsh
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages
Sunday Worship: 11:00
Wednesday Night Fellowship & Prayer 5:30
Kids Club 309 5:15 checkin to 7:00 p.m.
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz

First Congregational Church

202 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491
(309) 695-4091
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Check us out on Facebook
First Congregational Church of Wyoming, lllinois

Toulon First Baptist Church
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon
(309) 286-4611
Sunday School 9 a.m. « Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m.
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m.
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com
www.ToulonBaptist.com
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance

St. Timothy Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491
allsaintsil.com

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA)
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL
Casual, family friendly
Rev. Katie Gallagher
Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Adult Discussion Group, 5:30 p.m.
Worship (in Luther Hall)

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, 10 a.m. Children's Sunday School
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com
1-309-932-3346
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL

Galva First United Methodist Church
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart
214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434
(309) 932-2460
preachinghope@gmail.com
galvafirst@gmail.com
Sunday Worship: 9:00

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church
Father John Cramer
716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun. at9a.m., Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m.
Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191
Fr. Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292

Wyoming United Methodist Church
Pastor Rebecca Klemm
302 North Main Street PO Box 287 Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.
309-606-9027
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com
Service is held at 10:30 Sunday morning.

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m.
Rev Dan Wright
309-897-8113 309-507-1626
thewrights62@hotmail.com

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000
newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given
the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to:
ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.
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CLASSIFIEDS

gach. (309) 224-2565.

WANTED

SERVICES

* TRUCK DRIVER: Must have
current CDL. Full time or Part
time, end dump experience pre-
ferred. Home at night. Must be
able to pass IDOT Physical and
Drug and Alcohol testing pro-
gram. Please contact Keith at
(309) 208-6258 or (309) 249-

3361.
FOR SALE

* TONER: Unused 410A box of
four (B,Y,C,M) high-yield toner
cartridges compatible with Color
Pro MFP series: M477fnw/fdw/
fdn, M377dw, and Color Pro

o GRASS HAY: Round bales, ap-
prox. 2,000 Ibs., 2024 harvest,
first cutting. $50 each. (309)
224-2565.

* LAWN MOWER: Simplicity Re-
gent lawn tractor, 19.5 hp, 38-
inch deck, newer battery, runs
and starts good, cuts nice. $600.
(309) 231-6040.

FOR RENT

e TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom
apartment for rent in Toulon, 105
E. Main. Call (309) 678-1831.

e | AURA: Modular home on 1
acre in rural Laura. This 860 sq.

* TRUCKING: Sellers Trucking,
Saturday Delivery, Call (309)
540-9027.

* REMODELING & REPAIR:
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting
and electrical, by Denny Miller.
e SALVAGE: Buying junk autos,
farm equipment, grain bins, and
also doing total farm clean up.
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon
River Salvage (309) 299-8531.
e MORE HEAT. LESS WO0OD:

T - ' ft. home has 2BR with full size Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA
T R— Series:M452nw/dn/dw, MA77, —jaundry, stove, fridge and central certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
| M452 & 477fnw. $50 or BO. Call i, Fiber optic available. $800 NACE. 26% Tax Credit. Prices
L e i (309) 442-1001 and leave a per month plus $800 deposit. start as low as $9,525! Call
150 message. References required. (309) 678-  today (309) 565-4300.
e WHEAT, STRAW ROUND 7400.
123 BALES: From 2024 harvest, $45
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= - |
" of, GREAT, HERe CoMleg | [ 5k vk hag aurig | L HENHOUSE & & KISS YouR MOTHER) Weekly SUDOKU 1EST oy
T DO HER DALY GOOD To SAY. ALWAYS || T lﬂﬂF’ELﬂ L WITH THAT MouTh? R
| LST OF COMPLAINTS. _J | JUST CLUCKW AWAY. § | BETTY"S CLUGKIN KIDE., i 1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the highest mountain in
j. 3 .E 1 ? E ¢ 5 Canada?
i 1 8 1 2. TELEVISION: Who is the host of the long-run-
| | ning reality series "Survivor'?
: & 9|8 417 3 3. LITERATURE: Which animals represent the
I Communist Party in "Animal Farm"?
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8 3 2 to orbit the Earth?
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PLODE & DUmied & This SEmily' beoesss i sasch 0wy 9. SCIENCE: What are the four primary precious
thal aach mre acetia, G6achh oo démm and aach metals?
TETE  N (ST L o e 10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Valentine's Day arose
from which Roman ritual?
. - ’ Answers
DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¥ % 1. Mount Logan.
2. Jeff Probst.
& Modorato 4% Challonging 3. Pigs.
ol HOOD BOY! 4. Mississippi.
[ - ——— 5.27.3 days.
6.179.
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TOP 10 MOVIES

1. Dog Man (PG)

2. Companion (R)

3. Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)
4. One of Them Days (R)

5. Flight Risk (R)

6. Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)
7. Moana 2 (PG)

8. A Complete Unknown (R)

9. The Brutalist (R)

10. Den of Thieves: Pantera (R)
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SPORTS: Saner scoring well for SC boys

Continued from Page 12
Stahl can do in the tourna-
ment, and in the postsea-
son.

“He is starting to hit his
stride at the right time,”
McClintic stated.

« SC boys — Ross Saner
had a team-high 19 points
Tuesday night for Stark
County in a 69-39 Lincoln
Trail loss to Princeville.
Tucker Sennett had 30
points for the winners, in-
cluding 12 in the first
quarter and 19 in the first
half as Princeville opened
a 32-19 lead.

“Sennett shot lights

ut,” Stark County Coach
Kane Mastin stated. “We
made a run early at them,
but they went zone (de-
fense) and we couldn’t
adjust.”

The Rebels fell to 7-18,
3-8 in the league.

Saner had 22 points
Feb. 10 to lead Stark
County past visiting
Henry, 57-43. The teams
were tied at 34 after three
quarters, but Saner and
Connor Daum each had
eight points in the fourth
as the Rebels were 9-for-
10 on free throws. Daum
and Saner were 4-for-4
each.

“They hit timely 3’s in
the second and third
quarters to keep it close,”
Mastin said about Henry,
“but we continued with
our pseudo-press and
forced them to keep tak-
ing jumpshots. They
started to turn the ball
over, and we made free
throws.”

In the second half,
Abingdon-Avon broke
open its 71-39 victory
Feb. 7. A-Town outscored
Stark County 46-22 after
intermission, including
27-7 in the fourth quarter.
Daum had a team-high 11
points.

Stark County was
scheduled to play Feb. 5

against Elmwood, but bad
weather forced a post-
ponement to Feb. 20. The
Rebels are to begin LTC
tournament play Saturday
at Princeville.

* Princeville boys — Prior
to Tuesday’s win over the
Rebels, Tucker Sennett
had 26 points, Jake Wil-
liams 24 as Princeville beat
Peoria Christian 77-69 in
double overtime Feb. 8.

The Princes (21-7) trailed
33-26 at halftime. But Wil-
liams hit a 3-pointer to
force the first overtime,
which began with both
teams tied at 53. Gavin
Walder made a 3 from be-
hind the spike line for Peo-
ria Christian to send the
game to the second OT.

Sennett had 10 points in
the OTs, including 7-for-8
on free throws. Williams
had nine points, all on 3-
pointers. According to
Princeville Coach Tait Sen-
nett, Jack Lied’s defense
helped hold Peoria Chris-
tian’s season-leading
scorer, Malachi Persinger,
to 14 points. Logan Ol-
shawsky scored 10 for
Princeville.

The previous night, Ol-
shawsky also had 10 points
and Williams had 18 as
Princeville beat Kewanee
Wetherstield 69-37.
Princeville trailed 18-16
after eight minutes but held
Wethersfield to only three
points the rest of the half.

The victory ended a four-
game losing streak Anna-
wan extended Feb. 4, when
it beat Princeville 56-43.
Tucker Sennett had a team-
high 18 points.

“We are finally starting
to get healthy,” Tait Sen-
nett stated. “Three or four
players had sprained an-
kles during that losing
streak. We are playing with
more energy and effort,
also. It’s exciting to see.”

Princeville’s game that
was set for Wednesday at
West Central was moved to

TERULON - 2 Bedroom Dupleses available. Beni is Based on WHPE of
ailjunsed gross income and includes &l appdiances., om- e undry and
parking provided. Call joday ai §-800-59%.030 for more informas
ticen and an mpeplication. T 7

Wi madilii Loty b ain Fopasd Adpgmoimaimdy piossder.

=

Thursday, Feb. 13, because
of a snowy forecast, ac-
cording to Princeville Ath-
letics Director Jeff Kratzer.
That game first was post-
poned Jan. 21.

The Princes also are host
to the Lincoln Trail tourna-
ment, which begins Satur-
day, continues Feb. 17 and
ends Feb. 19.

- Boys state tourney-
Sub-sectional seedings
were to be posted Thurs-
day at the Illinois High
School Association web-
site, ihsa.org. Pairings are
to be posted about 4 p.m.
today.

« SC girls — The No. 8
seeded Lady Rebels (11-
19) are hoping for a better
result on Saturday at 11
a.m. when they open Class
1 A regional action against
host Princeville — the third
meeting in eight days. The
Lady Princes are seeded
sixth in the Class 1A sub-
sectional.

The winner of Saturday’s
game faces the unenviable
task of playing at Abing-
don-Avon (25-4) in a Class
1A regional semifinal on
Monday at 6:30 p.m. A-
Town is ranked No. 1 in
Class 1A.

“I would put them right
up there with the Annawan
teams when [ first started
coaching at Princeville,”
Lady Princes Coach John
Gross said.

That’s high praise, since
Annawan won a state title
in 2016-17, which was
Gross’ first year.

“They’re not a total team
like Lewistown was (under
ex-coach Greg Bennett),”
Gross said. “But they’ve
got three key pieces and
role players who know
what they have to do.”

Stark County dropped its

two previous meetings
against the Lady Princes,
falling 59-30 at Princeville
on Feb. 7 and 52-14 at
home on Feb. 8.

“We have not been play-
ing the greatest ball,” Stark
County Coach Bob Bohm
said. “Princeville got out to
a hot start and we could
never recover.”

Coley Johnston scored
13 points for the Lady
Rebels in the Feb. 7 game
and Sophie Finnegan
added nine points.

Paisley Schock led
Princeville in that win with
23 points and Sahara
Streitmatter tallied 18.

Stark County played
better on Monday at home
vs. Annawan before falling
52-44. Johnston had 15
points for Stark County
and Emily Demetreon tal-
lied nine, but the Lady
Rebels could not contain
Annawan’s Bella VanOp-
dorp, who rained in six 3-
pointers and 33 points.

“We played pretty good
against Annawan, but Va-
nOpdorp just couldn’t
miss, hitting 3s from NBA
range,” Bohm said.

Stark County led against
Midwest Central on Feb.
6 until 50 seconds were
left and an opponent
drained a 3-pointer. Bohm
said the Lady Rebels have
lost seven games by three
points or less this season.
Johnston scored 10 and
Finnegan tallied eight vs.
Midwest Central.

* Galva girls — The Lady
Wildcats are seeded 12th
in their Class 1A sub-sec-
tional and open regional
play Saturday at No. 7
seed Ridgewood at 3 p.m.

Galva (5-21) won at
home against West Cen-
tral on Monday, 62-51.
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SALES - SERVICE - PARTS
1230 SE 2ZND STREET -

(309) 932-2309
www.DOCKSEquip.com

GALVA, IL 61434

FARMERS » LANDOWNERS

ity e

GPS Mapping

« Quality Service - Quality Products . Quality Connections

UALITY

FARM TILING, INC.
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Laser Controlled

WESTON STAHL

16351 Twp, Rd. 1150 - Bradford, Il
(309) 897-8256 Home - (309) 238-3291 Mobile

ADVERTISE! CALL

(309) 286-2185

(__NOTICE )

WEST JERSEY TOWNSHIP

ROADS LOAD LIMIT POSTING

West Jersey Township in accordance with linols
Vehichs Code 625 ILCS 5M5-316 will impose waight
limitations on West Jersey Township roads effective
90 days (Feb. 10, 2025 thru May 10, 2025
due 1o the detenoration caused
by the spring freazing and thawing cycle.
Therefore, no vehicle shall be operated upon Wi
Jarsey Township Roads having a gross vehicle weight
greater than § ton (10,000 pounds) upon the pesting of
road weight limit signs on Wast Jersey Township Roads.,
Amy questions contact Wit Jensey
Township Road Commissioner Paul Webster at
309-965-3357
[Townahip Building, pleass leave 8 message)

For further load limitations visit the county wabsite

hitp-istarkco.llingis. gowhig ey’
e, T— e
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CALL TODAY TO ASK ABOUT OUR PETROLEUM SERVICES
+ Lock in Pricing *Tank Bonitoring & Keep Full Prograss

+ Budget Biling - $50 Refar a Friend Credi

403 South Street « Bradford
897-8111
Hardware « Electrical » HUAC
= Installation & Service forall types of
- Generac Generators Ssle i s
- Dxygen & Acetylene Tanks

- Kent Pet Food Supplier

<« Notice to Stark County Voters

Early voting for the April 15t Consolidated
Election will begin February 20th 2025 and
end March 31st 2025 at the office of the
Stark County Clerk 130 W. Main, Toulon.
Voting hours are Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. We will also ba open
for early voting on Saturday

March 29th from 9 - noon.

Cover
Law

Group, LLP

David L. Cover

Twnn Towers Plaza, 456 Fulion Sireet, S 1135, Peoma, [L 60602124
{F] MAATIRETT  (Fp MSETL4218

POT W Main Sireet, Toulon, IL 61453 (F) 509, 645, 1642
deoverfcoverlawgnoupoom  wewooverlewgroep.oom

BASEMENT SERVICES

McCHURCH
MASONRY

* Brick, Block & Stone
* Tuckingpointing
+ Basemant Wall Repair

WINTER DISCOUNTS
(309) 796-2411 + (702) 234-6587

ﬂ

WYOMING —
MONUMENT CO.

DEALER IN WORLD
FAMOUS GRANITE

Serving Central llinois

(309) 695-2981

High Quality Workmanship

at Reasonable Prices

HOURS: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY S9-4
SATURDAY 912
SUNDAY EVENINGS BY APPOINTMENT

600 5. 7TH ST.
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Galva’s Stahl bombs in 51

Junior scores 83 points in two games for Wildcats

By NICK VLAHOS
and JEFF LAMPE
For The Prairie News

Galva boys basketball
player Blake Stahl has
had quite a few weeks.

The junior had 51 points
Feb. 7 to lead his team
past Knoxville 87-45.
Stahl followed that per-
formance with 32 points
in a 77-45 victory Tues-
day night at Kewanee We-
thersfield. The victories
left Galva with a 20-6
record, including 8-3 in
the Lincoln Trail Confer-
ence.

Stahl’s effort against
Knoxville, not long after
he eclipsed 1,000 points
for his career, represented
the fourth-highest single-
game point total in Galva
boys history, according to
Coach Jake McClintic.

Rich Falk, the Wildcats’
all-time scoring leader,
has the top three spots (57
points and two games
with 52).

The point total for Stahl
included 26 in the third
quarter, three more than
he had in the first half.

“At the time, I don’t
think it really hit me that

Galva junior Blake Stahl is
shown responding to the crowd
after topping 1,000 points for
his career on Jan. 28.
he had that many,”
McClintic stated. “It was-
n’t until my assistant told
me that he was over 40
that I knew how many he
had.

“At that point, Blake

was still sharing the ball
and taking his open shots,
so I gave him the opportu-
nity to finish the third
quarter and go for 50. |
mean, how many times do
you see a high school kid
score 50-plus in a game,
let alone (in) 24 minutes
of playing time?”

Stahl also had 10 re-
bounds and four steals.

MJ Louck had 33 points
to lead Galva against We-
thersfield. He scored 17 in
the first quarter.

Galva is to play in the
LTC tournament, which
begins Saturday, con-
tinues Feb. 17 and ends
Feb. 19. All games are at
Princeville. The schedule
is to be released today
(Feb. 14). McClintic ap-

pears eager to see what
Continued on Page 11
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