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Hot news tip?
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Call (309) 286-2185

“The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry counties”

Serving the fine communities of Wyoming, Toulon, Bradford, Duncan, Galva, LaFayette, Stark, Speer,
Castleton, Bishop Hill, Camp Grove, Princeville, Edelstein, Laura, West Jersey, Monica, Elmira, Modena, Saxon, Lawn Ridge, Broadmoor,
Elmore, Lombardyville, Milo and rural customers at Kewanee and Williamsfield.

Compliments of
Our Fine Advertisers!

FAITH AND THE OUTDOORS

KOZ comes

to Toulon

Kids Outdoor Zone
offers guidance

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE
For The Prairie News

TOULON - Five local Toulon
men have come together to kick-
start a new outdoor-based Chris-
tian ministry for boys ages 8-18.

The name of the ministry organi-
zation is Kids Outdoor Zone — a
national ministry started by T.J.
Greaney, of South Austin, Texas,
in 20009.

Men who are willing to partici-
pate in this ministry are trained via
streaming video at the host church
to be outdoor mentors. Training in-
cludes a 1/4-hour section with the
leaders and their wives and a five-

gl

Local KOZ leaders are (left to r/ght) Jim Roark, Don Turnbull, Al Curry, John Hauck and

Mark Wilson. Submitted photo.

hour section with workbooks for
the men. Upon completion, men
are certified as KOZ Harvest Team
Leaders.

Five Toulon men have stepped
forward to sacrifice their time and

apply their skills: John Hauck, Jim
Roark, Don Turnbull and Mark
Wilson from Toulon Global Meth-
odist Church and Al Curry of the
Altona Lutheran Church.
Continued on Page 2

Galva schools hire counselor, foothall coach

By CAROL TOWNSEND

For The Prairie News

GALVA — The Henry-Stark County
Health Department has hired Kyla
Carlson to work as a new mental
health counselor at the Galva Ele-
mentary School.

The school has set up an office for
Carlson, who will offer counseling to
students in both the elementary and
junior-senior high school. The
School Board heard at its meeting
Monday that nine families are ready
to start counseling.

“It will nice to have this here so
families will not have to travel,” Ele-
mentary School Principal Adam Nor-
way said.

The board also approved the hiring

of Zach Anderson as high school
football coach. A former all-confer-
ence offensive tackle for the Wildcats
in 2008, Anderson lives and works in
Galva. (Read more about Anderson
on Page 12.)

The board also recognized Vicki
Bates, the junior-senior high school
secretary, for more than 20 years of
service and stepping up to handle
extra duties. Bates will retire at the
end of this school year.

The board was given the 2025-26
school calendar to approve at its
March board meeting. The first atten-
dance day for students is Aug. 14.

Jake Gravitt was honored for tak-
ing 3rd place in the top 100 for boys
trap shooting and Avery Dooley as

2nd place out of 100 students for
girls in trap shooting.

The board approved the retirement
of Michelle Mersman, as elementary
P.E. teacher effective at the end of the
2027-28 school year, along with the
following hirings for the 2024-25
school year:

* Gunner Spivey as high school as-
sistant baseball coach.

* Meghan Weber, Dustin Weber,
Brian Nance and Becky Wigant as
high school softball volunteers.

The board went into closed session
at the end of the meeting to discuss
personnel, student disciplinary cases
and litigation. There was no action.

Stark Co. teacher
earns ISBE award

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE

For The Prairie News

WYOMING - Stark
County special education
teacher Leslie Rennick has
been selected as the 2025
Northwest Illinois Teacher
of the Year by the Illinois
State Board of Education.

Rennick, who is one of
13 finalists for Illinois
Teacher of the Year, was
recognized on Monday by
the Stark County School
Board with a Pride and Ex-
cellence award for the
ISBE honor she received
on Feb. 14. She teaches in

Lesl/e Rennick holds her Pride
and Excellence award at Mon-
day’s Stark County School

Stark County Elementary Board meeting.
School.

“I am very excited and Stark County/Northwest
very proud to represent Region at the Teacher of

Stark County,” Rennick the Year reception March

stated. “T’ll be representing Continued on Page 2

At Monday’s Galva School Board meeting, elementary student Pais-
ley Dunn (center) was awarded a Wildcat Pride Award for the re-
spect and help she gave to other students. Seniors Lily Wigant (left)
and Maddie Bates ( right) also received Wildcat Pride Honors for
being lllinois State Scholars. Photo by Carol Townsend.

ESBT

TOULON

S%ata Bank of Towlen
3049 - 288 - 3881

STATE BANK Ol 300 - 852 - 3366
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The Prairie News is published
every Friday (except one week in
July and Dec. 25) by Lampe Pub-
lications LLC, 115 W. Main St.,
Elmwood, IL 61529.

e Publisher - Jeff Lampe
news@prairie-news.com

e Advertising Manager -
Pam Wulf
ads@prairie-news.com

e Graphic Designer - Ken Black
graphics@prairie-news.com
e Chief Correspondent -
John A. Ballentine

¢ Bradford Correspondent -
Angie Stange

e Galva Correspondent -
Carol Townsend

The Prairie Netws is located

The Prairie Petws

at 101 West Main Street, PO
Box 240, Toulon, lllinois 61483.
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs.,
8a.m.to 4 p.m.
(309) 286-2185
ads@prairie-news.com
Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays
by 3 p.m. The Prairie News en-
courages readers to submit news
for publication. Email to:
news@prairie-news.com

The Prairie News assumes no
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint
the part of an ad in which an
error occured. The Prairie News
is an lllinois Press Association
member.

5 Flamlsh American Club

Saburday, March B, 2025 + 9:00 am - 2:00 pm f

J13 M Burr Blvd, Kewanes "

Come foin us af owr 17th annesal craft and direct-sales vendor shiow,
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Here's your chance o check sul what's new for Spring.

KOZ: Get boys outside, away from screens

Continued from Page 1

The group of five will meet the
third Saturday of each month in the
Toulon Methodist Church north
parking lot from 8:15 a.m. to 12:45
p.m. Currently, March 15 and April
19 are scheduled. The group will
supply a lunch and meetings will
occur rain or shine. Responsibility
for meeting will be shared among
the five men, though they hope to
have all five participate each month.

The ministry is open to anyone in
the area and not just boys in Stark
County. Boys with or without
fathers are welcome to participate.
The ministry also seeks men with
specific outdoor skills who can take
part in outdoor activities that they
are willing to teach to boys.

According to KOZ organizers,
40% of boys in the U.S. do not have
a father living at home.

“The average kid also spends 40

ports. These facts encourage “an un-
healthy mental, physical and spiri-
tual population among our boys
today,” KOZ says.

To combat that, Wilson said that-
the majority of KOZ-related activ-
ities are held outdoors.

“Then we’ll have a scripture
reading and discuss how that relates
to that day’s activity,” Wilson said.

“Boys need to get outside,” Curry
added. “And there’s a time for self-
reflection by the boys. They can
also put on a card anything they
would like to privately interact with
one of us — if they choose to do so.”

By including five men in the
group, the hope is that boys will
have a greater chance of finding
someone with whom they can con-
nect. Organizers also believe that
word-of-mouth by the boys will en-
courage others to attend. The leaders
will assess the effectiveness of their

County and the surrounding area
about this ministry by meeting with
various clubs, organizations and
churches.

Activities planned include fishing,
gun knowledge using BB guns,
knife sharpening, archery, building
and lighting a campfire, how to use
an axe and other outdoor activities
to be determined.

One of the stated goals of KOZ is
to have boys develop internally and
help guide them into manhood.
They say that while previous gener-
ations had fathers or mentors who
guided boys, today there is a lack of
those individuals for boys to learn
from.

To learn more about Kids Outdoor
Zone or to participate please contact
Curry (309) 883-1240, Hauck (309)
363-1901, Roark (309) 286-6551,
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minutes a week outside and 70
hours in front of a screen,” KOZ re-

Call
Woltil's

852-2890

for a free estimate on
the installation of & brand
e GAS FURNACE only

Give Us A

NEED A NEW FURNAGE?

Call!

We Have
Great Pricing!

WE HAVE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

95% Efficiency
Furnace

$3,350 instafled

Woltil’

1101 W. Prospect St. « Kewanee + (309) 852-2890

G uardi Al (By York)
13 Seer
Central Air

$3,045 installed

Heating &

Furnace & Central
Air Package

$5,795 installed

Air Conditioning

T10 NW 15t 5t., Galva - 590,500
3 bedroam! 1.5 bath, Baautiiul weadwark.
1-car detached garsge [ carpor & shed.

117W Garfield 5t., Kewanes - $79,000
2 badroomd 1 bath,
d-car detached garage.

LA

Northpoint Estates
Subdivision - Galva
Various building lots available.

Edge of town.

aRESE, CRS, ABR
v Licangad in lingis

dwrighti@melfosterco.com

Broker, Realtor®,

SOLD BY DEBBIE!

249 Dwight 5t.,
Kewanes- 5115000

3 badroom | 2 bath
3 car garage.
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ministry as time passes.
Team leaders plan to inform Stark

Turnbull (309) 238-7250 or Mark
Wilson (309) 238-7019.

STARK: ACT testing begins April 2

Continued from Page 1
8.”

In other business, Super-
intendent Brett Elliott said
the district still owes a little
over $500,000 for the new
gym and will determine
what fund or funds will be
used to pay off the remain-
ing debt.

Elliott also said the
school district has met with
the teachers and their
union representatives and
are waiting to sign off on
tentative numbers for a
new contract.

Junior-Senior High
School Principal Megan
McGann reported that stu-
dents at the high school
will take a practice ACT
test on March 5 and all stu-
dents in grades 9-11 will
complete the ACT/Pre-
ACT testing on April 2.

McGann told the board
that Bradford students will
decide in the next few
weeks what high school
they will attend after their
grade school promotion.

Elliott said spring break
is April 14-21with schools
resuming April 22.

He stated that the school
district had to make a
$50,000 payment for the
new electric school bus
and associated grant.

The board approved the
2025-26 school calendar
and also awarded three-
year bus leases for fiscal
year 2026. The lease with
Midwest Bus Sales is for
one activity bus and also
Midwest Transit Equip-
ment for five 65-passenger
buses.

A three-phase replace-
ment of windows in the
elementary school was ap-
proved, with Taylor Glass
of Peoria selected for the
$34,500 contract. The first
phase will start this spring.

The board voted 4-1 in
favor of replacing the
scoreboard in the Wyo-
ming Athletic Complex
with a cost not to exceed
$34,000. Elliott said there
are electrical wiring issues
with the underground
wires at the gym. The new
scoreboards would be
wireless, hence eliminating
the wiring issues.

President Ann Orwig cast
the lone dissenting vote on
the scoreboards, saying,
“I’m not against the score-
boards, but I don’t feel that
it is the right time for the
expenditure.”

The board also heard that
Stark County senior
Lauren Best will be inter-
viewed for a special by

WEEK-TV (25). Best has
been nominated for a Na-
tional Federation of State
High School Associations
Heart of the Arts Award.

Best and other students
took over the school’s
band/choir program after
longtime director Angie
Roark retired and her re-
placement quit three weeks
into the 2023 school year.
The school district had dif-
ficulty replacing that
teacher due to teacher
shortages.

After closed session, the
board announced the re-
tirement of clerical worker
Vicki Nowlan and ap-
proved the following per-
sonnel items:

» Maternity leave for
Grace McClure.

* Hiring Erin Hardigan as
musical art director

* Hiring Kelsey Berch-
told as high school softball
assistant coach.

* Hiring Cassandra Wil-
liams as assistant cook.

* The resignation of An-
drew Collins as 6th and 7th
grade science teacher, as-
sistant junior high football
coach and 8th grade bas-
ketball coach.

* The resignation of Kara
Dauck as a Pre-K instruc-
tor.

State Bank of Toulon

5C Elementary School

SCES Parents Club & The SC Eﬂucaﬁun Foundation
{3
—o— R d22 & Rbimestones —o—
Fundraiser Auction March 15

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 5... g
Dinner is served at 6 p.m. + Live Auction starts at 7 p.m. }% 1'};
Dinner Tickets: 525 EACH by )
[ Cash,/ Check, Venmo accnpled) {_1 ~4] )
Tickets Available at: -
5C High School
West Main Coffee Co,  Wyoming Better Banks

Tickets are not required to attend tha live auction

Proceeds will support various needs in the district incliding the SCES Project Playground
and Edwcation Foundelicn schelarships and Teacher Grants,

Stark County Jr. Fair Ground Building = 310 Washington 5t. - Wyoming, IL

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties
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PUBLIC RECORD

Traffic citations &

Ordinance violations

2-19 - Henry L. Alexander, Jr. -
No valid registration.

2-23 - Renee B. Zakas - Driving
15-20 mph above the limit.

2-23 - Derek R. Johnson - Driving
on a suspended license.

Incidents & Accidents
Stark County

2-18 - Nicole L. Lee, 32, of Ke-
wanee was involved in a deer-re-
lated vehicle accident on Illinois
Route 93 west of the Modena
Blacktop. No injuries were reported
but estimated damage to the vehicle
was over $1,500.

2-19 - Alexander H. Lewis Jr.,
Bryant, cited for driving without a
valid registration. He was issued a
court date to appear.

2-21 - Linda S. Fairbanks, 60,
East Peoria, ticketed for speeding
71 mph in a 55 zone.

2-21 - Abdull H. Syed, 24, Peoria,
cited for speeding 73 mph in a 55
zone.

2-21 - Carla J. Down, 61, Wyo-
ming, ticketed for speeding 71 mph
ina 55 zone.

2-22 - Malisa L. Roberts, 49, Ster-
ling, cited for speeding 70 mph in a
55 zone and operating a vehicle on
a suspended registration for non-in-
surance. She was released with a
court date.

2-22 - Steven J. Earthely, 24, was
arrested for domestic battery and
transported to the Bureau County
Jail. He was later released with a
notice to appear.

2-22 - A complaint about a pos-
sible identity theft was reported by
a Wyoming resident in the 400
block of S. Sixth St.

2-23 - Eric C. Moyer, 43, Shef-
field, cited for driving on a sus-
pended registration and issued a
court date to appear.

Galva Report

Officer dispatched:

2-17 - While patrolling, an officer
saw that a train had stopped and
was blocking every crossing except
SW 6th Ave. Officer assisted sev-
eral motorists navigate through the
open crossing. The train eventually
moved along.

2-17 - to a verbal disturbance in
the 700 block of NW Ist Ave.

2-17 - Rodolfo Zarate-Escobedo,
63, Kewanee, cited for operating a
vehicle when registration suspended
and operating an uninsured vehicle
in the 200 block of SW 2nd Ave. He
was released with a court date.

2-17 - Bobby Crawford, 53, Ke-

MOWING BIDS

Bids are now being accepted for the
mowing and trimming of the complete
grounds of the Village of Bradford
Cemetery for the 2025 Mowing Season.

The trimming arcound the headstones
should be done on the average of at least
every other mowing and before Holidays.

= =

EX E
=l T
—i X
il [ N

wanee, cited for improper use of
registration and operating an unin-
sured vehicle in the 00 block of NE
2nd St.

2-18 - to the 200 block of NW 1st
Ave. for a prowler/trespassing com-
plaint. This case remains under in-
vestigation.

2-18 - Officer, along with Stark
County Medic, were dispatched to a
residence on SE 4th St. for a suici-
dal subject who had ingested a large
number of pills. The subject was
transported for evaluation and treat-
ment.

2-18 - to a crossing-arm malfunc-
tion at the NE 6th Ave. railroad
crossing. BNSF was contacted for
repairs.

2-19 - to a residence on NW 3rd
Ave. for a suicidal juvenile com-
plaint. The subject was transported
by ambulance for evaluation/treat-
ment.

2-19 - to the 600 block of SW 2nd
Ave. for a complaint involving a
subject cutting down a large tree
without a permit. The subject was
not located at the time.

2-20 - to the 500 block of SE Ist
St. for a complaint involving tres-
pass to a motor vehicle. Nothing
was reportedly missing.

2-20 - to the 600 block of S.
Center Ave. for a loose-dog com-
plaint. The dog was located in its
own yard.

2-20 - to the Galva-Atkinson
blacktop at Page Street for a dis-
abled vehicle that was blocking
traffic. The vehicle was towed.

2-20 - to the east edge of town to
watch for a reckless driver who was
reportedly coming toward Galva.
The officer located the suspect ve-
hicle, but did not observe any traffic
violations.

2-20 - to the 00 block of SE 3rd
Ave. for a burglary of motor vehicle
complaint. This case remains under
investigation.

2-21 - along with the fire depart-
ment and Stark County Medic to an
accident with injuries just east of

Proof of Insurance is required, must be
18 years of age or older.

Bids should be submitted to:
The Village of Bradford
160 Main Street, PO Box 9
Bradford, IL 61421
Deadline is March 19, 2025.

town on Route 34. Henry County
handled the crash report.

2-21 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd
St. for a dog-bite complaint. A juve-
nile was bitten by the family’s own
dog, resulting in minor injuries.

2-22 - to the 1000 block of NW
5th Ave. for a solicitor complaint.
Two subjects were located without
a permit. They were advised of the
process.

2-22 - to the 300 block of SE 4th
Ave. for an attempted-scam com-
plaint.

2-22 - along with the fire depart-
ment to the 00 block of NW 4th St.
after receiving a complaint for a
burning odor.

2-22 - Rahim Alj, 45, Galesburg,
citated for speeding in the 300
block of SE 2nd St.

2-23 - to the Chester Street rail-
road crossing for an abandoned ve-
hicle located near the tracks. A
juvenile driver walked up and as-
sisted the officer pushing the truck
away from the tracks.

2-23 - to the east edge of Galva to
watch for a reckless driving com-
plaint. Officer located the vehicle
and conducted a traffic stop.

2-23 - As the result of a traffic
stop in the 1000 block of SE 2nd
St., Derek Johnson, 36, Galva, was
arrested for driving while license
suspended. He was released with a
court date.

2-23 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd
St. to check the welfare of a subject
screaming outside. The subject ap-
peared to be having a mental-health
crisis.

2-23 - to the 400 block of SE 3rd
St. for a wild-animal complaint in-
volving a bat in the residence. A
wildlife removal company was con-
tacted to respond.

2-23 - A 17-year-old juvenile
from Kewanee was issued citations
for disobeying a stop sign and
speeding in the 100 block of SE 2nd
St

Property Transfers

2-18 - Patricia D. and Robert E.
Rouse to Anthony Bumber and
Vutha Eang - Pts Sect. 14-14-7 SE -
15255 N. Bradford Rd., Bradford -
Consideration = $330,000.

SULLIVAN

OOR COMPANY
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Installation
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CB Excavating & Rock, LLC

Trenching, Excavating, Bulldazing,
Demolition, Rock Services & More.

Chris Baumann
Toulon, 1L

309-238-0666

KK’s Antique Emporium
Antigues | Colbestihbes

Kelth KEnowles

Sole Proprietar

Buy Sell Trade

| El:l_'|-' Estates kKknols I:'ﬁ::':r'i“'lﬂﬂ.l:l'.'lm

523 Township Bd 600N
LaFayette, IL 61445

Free Ectimatec

Tree Trimming * Removal + Stump Grinding

209-525-0968 = 2009-883-0544
www.saw-n-logs.com

STARK COUNTY SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
T419B State Route 1T, Toulon, IL 61453
(308 288-2261x2
starkcountyswod Egmail.com

Job Announcement
ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR

The Sark Counky Soil and Waler Conservation District s sesling o
part-time Sdministrative Cosadinstor |20 hours per week). Duties
include; serving as receptionkst, bockkeeping, data entry, bl
paying, preparing repors & publications, crdering suppiies,
day-be-day activities, assisting with events, and providing general
clerical assistamce to staff members, a boand of directors, other
agencies and landowners.

Qualificathans: boakiee ping skills, PCMars and Microsaft OMice
{Word, Excel, asd Outlook) experience prelermed, web deskgn and
setisd madia preficient, trustworthy, self-motivrted, organized,
detail eriented, ability o mulitask, work independently in a team,
have excellent interpersenal oral and writlen communication shills,

Employment contingent upoa recefing a satistactory United States
Departssent of Agrivutlse batkgrmound imestigation,

Salary range commensurate with education and, or work
exptrience. Oppartunity for Mexible schedule, some remote work
possibhe. The Stark County SWCD |5 an equal epporiunity employer,
Plail cower letber and resmme bo;
Stark County SWCD
Abtn: Hiring Committea
74198 State Rowts 17,
Toulon, IL 61483

Or email starkcountyswed@gmail.com
Please submit by COB on March 14, 2025,
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" Stark County Community
Lenten Services 2025

(Al 5:00 PM services will be
followed by a soup supper)

March5  Ash Wednesday Wyoming Congregationsl Charch 7 BN
March §  First Bapéist Church, Toulen 5P
March 16 Toulon Methodist Church 5P
March 23 Leet Methodist Chupch, Bradierd Sm
March 30 First Congregational Church, Toslon SPM
April 8 Flmira United Presbyterian Charch 1.
April 13 Wyoming Mazaress Church 5P
April 17 Maundy Thursday Wyeming Methedist Church 7P
April 18 Good Friday  Elmira United Presbyterian M
April 20 Easter Sunrise Paramount Theater, Wyoming 7 AM

Andrews Implement Co.
£ b Hotpoint Appliances Holland Grils
@ 104 E. Main Street
P.O. Bow 220
MCES
il Altona, Illinois 61414
Email andrewsimp@mymete st Phane (306) a84-550

BUILDERS, INC.
Commevcial - Residential - Sgriculture
woerw Blunisrbuilderi.com
!-W-Hu?—l-‘ll?

ticn ThrgsagPaat [

Residential Commercial Agricultural

Lucas Harrmann
309-657-2755

403 South Street = Bradfor:

897- 8111

Hardware « Electrical » H\rAC

= Installation & Service forall types: rica
- Generac Generators &
- Dxygen & Acetylene Tanks

- Kent Pet Food Supplier

FARMERS « LANDOWNERS
» Quality Service - Quality Products - Quality Connections

QuALITY

FARM TILING, INC.

Oy T o P’ Friselly Priosia "

GPS Mapping Laser Controlled
WESTON STAHL

16351 Twp. Rd. 1150M - Bradford, IL

1309) 897-8256 Home « (309) 238-3291 Mobile

GUEST VOICES

o, g e 2

mh_.-u R T T

DOGE needs to continue, but gear down a bit

Some people have remarked that [
drive slower at night than many
others. That may well be true. It goes
back to my father who really did not
like to have to repair damage caused
by his son.

Dinging the family car was one
thing that could
rapidly bring his
wrath on my teen-
age head. Espe-

Richard
KORITZ

cially for avoidable accidents. He
stressed do not overdrive your head-
lights. He wanted me to have enough
time to react to any road hazard that
occurred.

In DeWitt County, and especially
where I live, deer have decided that
the road is their private trail and cars
will yield to them. If you see the
deer, you can avoid the problem. It’s
a lesson I have taken to heart, even
though I have hit a few deer that
jumped in from the side.

Today President Trump wants to
rapidly enact his political agenda.
Striking while the iron is hot is
another phrase that has great mean-
ing in politics. Every media source
out there is talking about how fast
Trump is moving.

Pollster Frank Luntz was on CNN
recently to discuss this issue. His
comments were that Democrats as

well as Republicans were pleased
with the actions taken by the Trump
administration to curtail waste in
government. Constituents may not
like Trump’s verbage, but they
strongly supported his actions.
Those comments are telling on the
current political environment. Add to
this the comments of Democratic
strategist James Carville who is tell-
ing Democrats to back off and let
Trump run his course until he
messes up and you have an idea of
where the nation is at.

Carville’s comments essentially re-
flect my Dad’s advice. Trump and
Musk are in overdrive to cut any-
thing that they might perceive as
waste. Now, both Trump and Musk
are businessmen who have termi-
nated their fair share of employees
and ventures. That is business. If you
make a mistake and fire the wrong
guy you can always bring him back
or hire someone else. The problem
with their approach is that we are
dealing with government and not a
business.

Yes, government can be served by
implementing many business
models, but government is not run
for profit. Government is there to
provide an infrastructure and safety
for the greater community. Effi-

= Wills, Trusts & Powers
of Attorney
« Trust & Estate
Administration
» Real Estate Transactions

Robert L. Potts
Stephanie F. Schmieg
Ashlee E. Stabler

Areas of Practice:

» Agricultural Law
& Local Government
= Busimess Planning

# Formation

118 West Main Street = PO Box 368
Elmwood, linois 61529 = {309 T42-3611

Class A CDL required

309+370+1069 =

Help Wanted

Full Time Truck Driver
For Farm Operation

o

Tree Care

N HJ'I L]

N

My %afﬁym%

Bob Baer

Certified Arborist

(309) 657-0571
mybackyard2@gmail.com

Treee: Frusing
Tree Bemoval
Stump Grinding
Snow Remowal

y

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

ciency and delivery of services is the
key to government, not profit and
loss models. The public wants roads
that support the weight of business
and they want safety that is secured
by a strong military.

Recently, DOGE appears to be
overdriving its headlights. They cut
a lot of nuclear inspectors that super-
vise the military’s nuclear ordinance.
DOGE was also looking at cutting
the training site for those who train
to be air traffic controllers. We have
to have our nuclear weapons secured
and we certainly need trained air
traffic controllers.

Also, soon to be reviewed by
DOGE is the Pentagon and the Farm
Bill. Will they find waste in both re-
views? Absolutely. The key is to not
throw the baby out with the bath-
water. Cutting appears to be the goal
at present and we forget the needs of
the public for governmental services.

DOGE needs to continue as it ap-
pears to be the best means of eradi-
cating waste. However, it may well
benefit the nation if they drop down
a gear or two so as to not overdrive
their headlights and create a wreck.

Richard Koritz is an Illinois native and
former DeWitt County States Attorney

PRIORITY PLUMBING

PLUS

DARREN BEELER

Lic.058-151366

309-385-4400  309-360-18584cen

Princeville, IL

BASEMENT SERVICES

NMcCHURCH
MASONRY

* Brick, Block & Stone
 Tuckingpointing
* Basement Wall Repair

WINTER DISCOUNTS
(309) 796-2411 « (702) 234-6587

Gibson's small engines
CALL (309) 369-1591
OR (309) 370-6961
Boat motors, atv/uty,
weed eaters, lawnmower,
chainsaws, generators,
‘motorcycles, dirt bikes"
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We’'re about to find out what federal cuts mean

During the final stages
of building the world’s
first atomic bomb, scien-
tists at the secret New
Mexico research site wor-
ried that the initial test of
their new weapon might
ignite the at-
mosphere and
wipe out every
living thing.

The project’s
anxious physi-
cists, however,
considered it ex-

justify its government-
wide spending pause.

What happens when
deep spending cuts and
future government budg-
ets are based on numbers
that are at least 30% out
of line with real-
ity? We’re about
to find out.

In the mean-
time, mandated
federal spending
cuts are coming
to rural America

tremely unlikely Alan with or without
and ultimately GUEBERT the White House
downplayed the working with

possibility as a realistic
threat but “not an unrea-
sonable concern.”

Farmers, ranchers, and
rural communities are ex-
periencing similar anx-
ieties as the White House
and Congressional Repub-
licans rev up their efforts
to slash federal spending.
Unlike the nuclear pio-
neers, however, neither
GOP group has produced
quantifiable numbers to
support their views.

Moreover, any voter
with an internet connec-
tion can quickly disprove
key claims the budgeteers
are using to underwrite
their claims.

For example, in the at-
tention-grabbing Jan. 27
White House directive la-
beled Temporary Pause of
Agency Grant, Loan, and
other Financial Assistance
Programs, the Office of
Management and Budget
predicated its spending
cuts on this hardworking
phrase: “In the Fiscal Year
2024, of the nearly $10
trillion that the Federal
Government spent...”

There’s a problem with
that case-building opener;
it’s simply not true.

Indeed, “according to
the June 2024 estimate by
the Congressional Budget
Office ... ‘In fiscal 2024,
the federal government
spent $6.9 trillion.””

So 2024 spending by
the federal government —
as reported by the federal
government — was about
30% smaller than what
the administration’s cur-
rent budget office used to

honest numbers.

For example, the Uni-
versity of Illinois recently
reported its College of
Agriculture, Consumer
and Environmental
Sciences received $61
million in direct federal
funding last year.

How does folding up
federal programs at a
Land Grant university’s
ag teaching and research
umbrella affect that state’s
farmers and rural commu-
nities? We’ll soon know.

Caught in the Washing-
ton, D.C., crossfire is the
university’s Soybean In-
novation Lab that receives
vital funding from the
U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development, or
USAID. That agency was
one of the first targets for
deep cuts and dramatic
overhaul by the Trump
White House team.

After USAID’s mid-
February gutting, Peter
Goldsmith, the executive
director of the Illinois
soybean research facility,
“announced the lab will
shut down in April as
(USAID) terminated its
funding. ... Thirty soybean
experts working in the
local lab were let go last
Friday.”

What happens to those
experts and their work —
described as one of U.S.
farmers’ best tools to ex-
pand their markets
globally—when it is dis-
mantled without thought,
understanding or appeal?

The United States’ more
than 500,000 soybean
growers in nearly 30

states are about to find
out.

And what about trade
dependent American
farmers; how will the re-
cently advanced Trump
trade policy of reciprocity
— essentially a country-
by-country, eye-for-an-
eye mashup of arcane,
trade-killing rules — re-
verse U.S. ag’s fast-grow-
ing trade deficit?

Even more worrisome,
can the pared back and
still-being pared USDA
handle today’s fast-mov-
ing avian flu outbreak be-
fore the disease discovers
a pathway to a COVID-
like pandemic as the
White House continues to
cut, freeze or eliminate

funding and jobs at USDA
testing facilities and Na-
tional Institutes of Health
research programs?

And what impact will
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the
Trump Administration"
newly approved secretary
of health and human serv-
ices, have in upcoming
food debates as the boss
over the Food and Drug
Administration?

No one knows but we’re
about to find out.

© 2024 ag comm

The Farm and Food File is
published weekly throughout
the U.S. and Canada. Past
columns, supporting doc-

uments and contact info are at

farmandfoodfile.com.

MOWING BIDS

Hids are now being accepled for the mowing of the
LaFayette Cemetery which incdudes the McClenahan
Cometery, south of LaFayette and the Himes Comatery,
marth of LaFayette for & tatal of (3] Cemeteriai.
Proof of insurance is Il:llll"\l'd. Must ba age 18 or older,
Bids should be submitted to:

LaFayette Cemetery/Gashen Township
104 Hodgson 5t.
LaFayette, IL 671449

Deadline is March 7, 2025
Thee board reserves the might o accept or reject omy bidl

“Service Eeyu_nd Expectations™
Since 1960

Ed Morse Chevrolet = GMC « Ed Morse Chevrolet -« GMC « Ed Morse Chevrolet « GMC

2024 CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER LT
30+ MPG = BLINDSPOT MONITOR

MSRF,.... 526,385 SALE FRICE
REBATE.... 51,000 i
EMAG.....$2, 885 322,500

s v CHEVROLET

Presiderds 1)
SALES EVENT

LOADED = SUPER CRUISE
£2" WHEELS

512,000

MSRE..5%1.310
REBATE...52 00
EMAG.....59,870

ed BY
Fﬁrse We have

your back
during AND
after the sale!

REMOTE START » SAFETY PACKAGE

&

SALE PRICE

§79,500

SALE PRICE
MSRP. S27.9%5

524,495
EMAG....$3,500

MERE... 543 340
REBATE.. 51,000
EMAG....S4 840

24 CHEVEROLET COLORADO TRAILBOSS
4X4 » 20" WHEELS » POWER SEAT

SALE PRICE

$38,500

Lease 5375'm
36 manths

sTorza111 | R

MERF.... 529,995
REBATE..$1,000
EMAG.....52 504

2025 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT
NEW STYLE = BEST MPG » 18" SCREEN

2024 GMC ACADIA DENALI

AWD = LOADED = SUPER CRUISE
PANO ROOF

LOADED!

STEREITSTE STRAREFETS 18

M5RF.... 568,250
EMAG..._ 56,750

£9,000
OFF M5RP

25 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500
WT = 4X4 « 5.3LV8 « LONG BED

SINFSGTES162

511,500

2024 GMC SIERRA 1500 5LE § 2025 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

4%4 = 22" WHEELS = HEATED SEATS

CUSTOM = POWER SEAT = 4X4
REMOTE START

514,000
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|| MSW Projects, MarshalStark Pubic Transportation |

309-364-2287
| Stark County Regular Van Schedule for March I

Mon., March 3; Princeton  Thurs., March & Kewanes

Mon. March 10: Peoria  Thurs., March 13 Princeton |
| Mon., March17: Peoria  Thurs,, March 20 Kewanee

Mon_ March 24: Peoria  Thurs., March 27 Kewanee |

gt Please note: H local schoots
I Mon., March 31: Princeton 0 e te bad weather, MW wil

e chosaed and Shene will ba I
| Plck up:  notransports
Bradford 8:40, Wyoming 8:55,
Toulan 3:10; Depart from destination city at 2:30 I
Fers: Poople under age 60: 510 except b Kewanbe is
£6; Poople aged 60 & over: voluntary donation
Call by o: 00 porn. thr day balon you would like 1o ride I
the van to make your reservation.

Individual transports are available M -F |
with advanced resarvations,
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REBATE...55,750
EMAG.... 53,535
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FREE DELIVERY! 309-853-4436
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Got questions
about 401 (k)

rollovers?

We can help!

Change can be scary, but dealing with
your retirement account doesn't have
to be! Call SBT Wealth Management
today to get personalized, local
assistance with your retirement
planning,

BT

Wealth Management

(309) 286-2861

jkelch@wealthsbt.com

SBT Wealth Managenend is a diviston of State Bank of Toulon

(SBT). Secwrities are: nof insured by the FINC; nof @ deposit or

other abiigatmon of, or gueranieed by, e deposiiony mstiinion;
siebfect to fnvestorerd risks, fecloding possible foss of the principal
ameuns imvested, Securites, lnswramce, amd frvestment Advisary

Services wre affered throwgh Mradhoesfern Securmties Trodiag
l"ilmrw.'.uj LLCIMSTO, Member FINEASIPC
METC and SET are not affiliated

Late night
after houar
hreaks?

5till need concrete work done before harvest

Meed pre mainlenance on graln avgers, legs,
conveyors, or pit dumps?

Have storm damage?

Reliable service thal is done right
the first time, at a reasonable price

Licensed, insuned, Tim Gihson

and bonded
DWnREer ﬂ[ﬂ'ldtl.l]'

GIBESOMNESyahoo.com
309-370-6961

5 yrars expericnon
commercial grain
indusiry

Advertise Your Business!
Call (309) 286-2815

Galva H.S. to perform
‘Shrek the Musical’

GALVA — The Galva Drama Club
will perform “Shrek the Musical” on
March 7 and 8 at the Galva High
School at 7 p.m.

The cast includes 20 actors ages 10
through 18 who will perform. The
show is directed by Jillian Rodseth,
with technology by Joe Angelo and
music instruction by Whitney Fahner.

Tickets are $10 and will be avail-
able at the door.

Bradford school board
0Ks 2025-26 calendar

BRADFORD — The Bradford
School Board approved a 2025-26
school calendar at its meeting on
Feb. 25.

First day for students to attend
school will be Monday, Aug. 18. In
2025, there will be no school Sept. 1,
Oct. 10-13, Nov. 26-28 and during
Christmas break Dec. 22 through

Jan. 2.

The board also approved having
8th grade promotion on May 16 at 7
p.m. and changing its April meeting
date to April 28 at 7 p.m.

Bradford’s junior high girls basket-
ball teams were recognized. The 7th
grade team placed first in the confer-
ence, while the 8th graders were sec-
ond in the conference and third in the
league tournament.

Wyoming chamber will

hold Bingo fundraiser

WYOMING — The Wyoming
Chamber of Commerce is planning a
Bingo Night fundraiser on March 29
at 6 p.m. at The Paramount Theater.

In addition to door prizes and a
50/50 raffle, participants can bring
their own beverages and snacks.

Bingo cards cost $10 for two cards
and $1 for each additional card. All
proceeds will go to buying commu-
nity S’mores tables that can be used
for local festivals and events.

Prize donations are welcome. For
more information, call Lori McCul-
lough at (309) 312-1083.

The chamber also has a new Face-
book page under the heading “Wyo-
ming Illinois Chamber of
Commerce.”

The next Chamber of Commerce
meeting will be March 10 at noon.

Upcoming concerts

coming to Bishop Hill

BISHOP HILL — The Creative
Commons, 309 N. Bishop Hill St.,
has live music scheduled for this
weekend.

On Saturday, March 1, Chloe
Kimes and her band will perform.
On Sunday, March 2, Ryanhood
will perform. A potluck dinner pro-
ceeds both events at 6 p.m. with
music following at 7. Suggested do-
nations for both events is $20-$30.
The events are open to guests of all
ages.

Real ID deadline May 7 for domestic flights

By JADE AUBREY
Capitol News lllinois

With a deadline approaching for
U.S. citizens to obtain Real IDs, Illi-
nois Secretary of State Alexi Gian-
noulias is urging Illinois residents to
“Get Real.”

Real ID is a federally-standardized
identification card that requires
stricter proof of identity to obtain
than the regular state driver’s licenses
or ID cards. All Drivers Services fa-
cilities in Illinois are issuing Real
IDs, except for mobile units and ex-
press facilities.

Last May, Giannoulias’ office
launched the “Get Real Illinois” cam-
paign to raise awareness about the re-
quirements and deadline of the Real
ID implementation. During a news
conference Tuesday, he continued to
urge Illinoisans to obtain the new ID
soon, as a federal deadline ap-
proaches.

On May 7, state-issued driver’s li-
censes will no longer be accepted as
a valid form of identification for do-
mestic flights or at certain federal fa-
cilities such as military bases or
federal courthouses. Although U.S.
citizens will need a Real ID to visit
those facilities, they will not need a
Real ID to fly domestically if they
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Heartland Private School’s
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Friday, March 7th
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FOR SALE

have a valid passport.

A Real ID is signified by a gold star
on the upper right corner of the ID
card.

“We know for sure that as May 7
approaches, demand for Real ID
drivers’ licenses and state IDs will in-
evitably increase,” Giannoulias said.

He said the news conference aimed
to “clear up confusion” over the tech-
nicalities of the Real ID.

“Since the new administration has
taken over in D.C., we’ve seen an in-
flux of people who are confused
about what real ID means and think
they need it as a form of identifica-
tion,” Giannoulias said. “And our
point that we’re trying to hammer
home today is that that’s not the case.
You do not need a Real ID to drive a
vehicle.”

Other qualms about the new identi-
fication have arisen, including issues
around gender identity and the likeli-
hood of the May 7 deadline holding
firm. Although Giannoulias didn’t di-
rectly address the first issue, he said
multiple times that Illinoisans should
use their own discretion to decide if
the Real ID is right for them.

In direct response to the terrorist at-
tacks of Sept. 11, Congress passed
the REAL ID Act in 2005. The effec-

tive date of the law has been ex-
tended multiple times, most recently
to 2025 due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“Now I get asked on a regular
basis, is this real ID deadline for real
this time,” Giannoulias said. “The
one thing that’s different this time
around is that TSA just recently pub-
lished a “final rule,’ rejecting the op-
tion for another extension and
requiring the regulation to finally
take effect.”.

TSA’s final rule, which they pub-
lished on Jan. 13, 2025, stated the
agency will begin enforcing the law
on May 7, taking what they call a
“phased enforcement approach” to
implement enforcement until May
2027.

The Secretary of State’s website
has an interactive checklist where I1-
linoisans can find out what doc-
uments they need to obtain a Real
ID. Required documents include
proof of identity, proof of full Social
Security number, and two documents
providing proof of current address.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, non-
partisan news service that distributes state
government coverage to hundreds of news
outlets statewide.

6040.

* LAWN MOWER: Simplicity Re-
gent lawn tractor, 19.5 hp, 38-
inch deck, newer battery, runs
and cuts well, $600. (309) 231-

Bell Trucking Go.

General Trucking * Dump
Rock, Gravel & Sand - Vans
Double Drop = Ready-Mix Concrete

m SHIP BY TRUCK
1 303 5E 8™ Ave.

Business: 309-932-2021

Galva, IL 81434
Fax: Fob-032-8500

CLASSIFIEDS

o SALVAGE: Buying junk autos,
farm equipment, grain bins, and
also doing total farm clean up.
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon
River Salvage (309) 299-8531.

Drug and Alcohol testing pro-
gram. Please contact Keith at
(309) 208-6258 or (309) 249-
3361.

SERVICES

* TRUCKING: Sellers Trucking,
Saturday Delivery, Call (309)
540-9027.

* MORE HEAT. LESS WO0OD:
Classic Edge Titanium HDX EPA
certified OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-
NACE. 26% Tax Credit. Prices
start as low as $9,525! Call
today (309) 565-4300.

FOR RENT

© TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom
apartment for rent in Toulon, 105
E. Main. Call (309) 678-1831.

e LAURA: Modular home on 1
acre in rural Laura. This 860 sq.

* REMODELING & REPAIR:
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting
and electrical, by Denny Miller.

WANTED

ft. home has 2BR with full size

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

o TRUCK DRIVER: Must have
current CDL. Full time or Part
time, end dump experience pre-
ferred. Home at night. Must be
able to pass IDOT Physical and

laundry, stove, fridge and central
air. Fiber optic available. $800
per month plus $800 deposit.
References required. (309) 678-
7400.
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Farmers anxmus about new Farm Bill

By ASHLEY SORIANO
Capitol News lllinois

The impacts of President
Donald Trump’s planned
tariffs on allies and rivals
are yet to be seen, but
farmers in Illinois are
bracing for their impact —
even as they wait years for
Congress to pass long-
term federal spending
legislation.

Fourth-generation Illi-
nois farmer Rick Nelson
feels that uncertainty
keenly. He learned how to
drive a tractor at 6 years
old. By age 8, he was pre-
paring the ground for
planting.

“I became a ‘tractor jack’

at an early age,” said Nel-

son, 72, who still operates

his 2,500-acre family farm
in Paxton.

Now in his final farming
years before passing the
farm to his son, the Nelson
family is anxious about the
road ahead this year.

The Nelsons’ farm is one
of nearly 71,000 registered
farm operations in Illinois,
the third-ranked state in
the nation for agricultural
exports, according to the
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture.

But the number of
family-run farms is declin-
ing because the profit mar-
gins are slim and the
industry is unpredictable,
according to the Illinois
Farm Bureau.

Farmers are biting their
nails as they await a new
Farm Bill — a piece of fed-
eral legislation that Con-
gress theoretically passes
every five years to set
comprehensive agricul-
tural programs and pol-
icies.

The bill expired in Sep-
tember 2023 and was ex-
tended through last year.
Congress extended the
2018 version for a second
time in December. That
legislation, the American
Relief Act, 2025, extended
the Agriculture Improve-
ment Act of 2018 through
Sept. 30, 2025.

First enacted under Pres-
ident Franklin Roosevelt’s

Rick Nelson, a fourth-generation farmer, operates this 2,500-acre
family farm in Paxton, Illlinois, shown in a 2023 photograph. Photo
provided by Rick Nelson.

New Deal in 1933 to sup-
port struggling farmers
and address Depression-
era hunger, the Farm Bill
allocates funding for crop
insurance, disaster assis-
tance and conservation
programs for farmers. It
also funds nutrition pro-
grams like the Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance
Program , also known as
food stamps, and school
lunch programs.

The Farm Bill didn’t
exist when Nelson’s great-
grandfather started their
family farm in 1910, but
it’s become an essential
part of farmers’ financial
planning process.

“When we do any kind
of planning, we have to be
looking out one, two,
three, even five years
ahead in terms of pur-
chases or cash flow
needs,” Nelson said.

Another immediate con-
cern is the impact already
of the Trump administra-
tion’s halting of USAID
purchase of crops for for-
eign aid, which could hit
[llinois farmers hard.

China could impose re-
taliatory tariffs like it did
in 2018, which led to a
significant decrease in
soybean exports at the
time.
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This go-around could in-
crease the cost of produc-
ing farm machinery and
equipment.

“Farmers are working in
the 2024 economy with a
piece of legislation that
was passed in 2018,” Ryan
Whitehouse, the Illinois
Farm Bureau’s director of
national legislation,said in
December. “And with ev-
erything that’s happened to
inflation ... It just needs
modernized bills.”

“Congress, you know,
they kicked the can down
the road two times,”
Whitehouse said.

Lawmakers in Spring-
field have also expressed
frustration at Congress’
lack of an update to the
Farm Bill.

“I think it’s really unfor-
tunate that the federal gov-
ernment is not doing their
part right now,” state Rep.
Sonya Harper, D-Chicago,
said. “That lends itself to
hurting our farmer fam-
ilies, which we know the
majority of them are in
rural communities.”

Harper, who chairs the
House Agriculture and
Conservation Committee,
said the delays are “disre-
spectful to farm families.”

The delay has caused
budgeting pressure for

ﬂm@ ENERGY
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CALL TODAY TO ASK ABDUT OUR PETROLEUM SERVICES
* Lock in Pricing *Tank Bonitoring & Keep Full Frograss
+ Budget Biliag - §50 Refer o Friand Credit

Nelson, who is consider-
ing upgrading an aging
tractor to a newer,
$334,000 model.

“If I were trying to proj-
ect ahead, am I going to
try and replace that in
2025? Am I going to try
and replace that 2026? 1
don’t know where the
safety net will be from the
Farm Bill,” Nelson said.
“It’s a politically driven
decision in D.C.”

Across more than 26
million acres covering
75% of the state’s land,
farmers produced $10.8
billion in corn and $8.2
billion in soybeans in
2023, according to the
USDA.

Each year, the state’s
274 million bushels of
corn produce more ethanol
than any other state, ac-
cording to the Illinois De-
partment of Agriculture.

Jim Niewold, a corn and
soybean farmer in Loda,
said he’s frustrated with
the Farm Bill’s delay.

“Several years, or if not
decades, most of it ends up
getting delayed and put
into these omnibus bills,
and I wish they’d do it
right,” Niewold, 69, said.

Without solidified legis-
lation, funding is in limbo.

Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service that distributes state
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets statewide.

PRECISION AG

Aaron Ehnle
309.360.5409

Precision Planting

Planter

Intelli W

Edelstein, IL 61508

. residentialicommarcial

CLAYTON RYAN
309-238-1801

additional Services
SPRAY FOAM INSLULATION -5PF RODFING - SANDELASTING

Bryan E. Pullen, CPA, LLC
www.pullencpa.com
www.facebook.com/pullencpa
bryan@pullencpa.com
(309) 385-4637 for Appts.
11111 West Parks School Rd. » Princeville, IL 61559
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CITY OF GALVA WATER DEPT.
NOTICE

On 1272124, the Galva City Council voted to and
the “"RED DOOR TAG"” process for delingueni
water bills. Beginning with the bills processing
51172025, your second notice shut-off date is a true
shut-off date. The City of Galva staff will no longer
be placing red door tag notices at residences
offering another 5 days to pay, Second notices will
print on yellow paper and must be pald by the due
date to avoid disconnection. If you cannot make
the payment by the due date, you must call City
Hall to make arrangements to pay in a reasonable
amount of time. Failure to follow through on thesa
arrangements will resull in disconnection with no
additional notica.

Once disconnection occurs, a 5100 reconnect
fee will be added 1o your water account and must
be paid to restore service.,

We would like b0 remind everyone that when
payment cannot be made on time, a call to City
Hall with reasonable arrangements to pay will
aveid disconnection and additional charges.

il you have any questions, you are encouraged
to call City Hall at 30%-932-2555,

HOLY TRINITY PRESENTS
] l:,_-} E

ety

PIEROGIFEST

Do you like Pierogi?

Is there never enough on your plafe?

Then PIEROGIFEST '25 is what YOU have been '.mm'ng faﬂ'
For the first time, Holy Trinity is offering a plate of NOT 2, NOT 3, NOT 4, NOT 5,

BUT... & Pierog) (4 Potato and Cheese, 1 Blueberry and 1 Strawberry)
Along with a generous senving of our authenfic Kielbasa and signafure kraul.
All for only $10 * March 22 » 4 to 7 p.m.

Tickets available from

Nan Cramer (674) 228-6183; Carol Entas (309) B53-6605; Laura Kubiak (308) 625-0849

Want some for Easter al home?

We wall be taking orders for uncooked Kielhasa and Pierog for 2 pre-Easter Pick-up!

HOLY TRINITY NCC -« T1E N

www. kewaneepncc.org

Tremont ot * Kewanee, IL

AREERO©

GRAIN
EQUIPMENT

WYRMIRE, ILLINIS

309-264-3405

PPORTUNITIE/
« JOURNEYMAN MILLWRIGHT

« MILLWRIGHT ASSISTANT
OFFICE/SHOP JANITOR

~Call, text or email HR Dircetor Lydia Down

=l

How.10,,

ndeed.com

LY

lydia.down@grainequipgroup.com
309/218=7002

11395 Twp Rd 950 Norch
Wyoming, lllinois

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion
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LEGAL ADS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF KIP C. SLEAFORD,

Deceased
No. 2024 PR 17

CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Kip C. Sleaford. Letters of Office
were issued on February 13, 2025,
to Trudy Sleaford as Independent
Administrator whose attorneys are
Barash & Everett, LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of
court, Henry County Courthouse,
Cambridge, lllinois, or with the
representative, or both, on or
before August 22, 2025. Any claim
not filed by that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered
to the representative and to the
attorney within 10 days after it has
been filed. E-filing is now
mandatory for documents in civil
cases with limited exemptions. To
e-file, you must first create an
account with an e-filing service
provider.

Visit: http:/efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-providers.htm to learn
more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney for Executor

211 W. 2nd St.

Kewanee, IL 61443

(309) 852-5555

Published 2/21, 2/28, 3/7/25

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:

Bonnie J. Rogers,

No. 2025PR18

Deceased

CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Bonnie J. Rogers. Letters of Office
were issued on February 7, 2025,
to Chad Rogers as Executor whose
attorneys are Barash & Everett,
LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of the
court, Henry County, Cambridge,
lllinois or with the representative,
or both on or before August 7,
2025.

Any claim not filed by that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days after
it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with

limited exemptions. To e-file, you
must first create an account with
an e-filing provider. Visit
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
Ip.asp. Or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Name Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney for Executor
Address P.0. Box 165
City Galva, IL 61434
Phone(309) 932-2001
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 2/21, 2/28, 3/7/25
PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
Notice is hereby given to the
legal voters, residents of the Town
of Valley in the County of Stark and
State of Illinois, that the Annual
Town Meeting of said Town will
take place on Tuesday April 8,
2024, at the Valley Township Town
Hall, Wyoming, lllinois at 6:30 PM
for the transaction of
miscellaneous business of Valley
Township; and after a Moderator
having been elected, will proceed
to hear and consider reports of
officers, and decide on such
measures as may, in pursuance of
law come before the meeting.

Dated: February 28, 2025
Jodi Dienst
Valley Township Clerk
Published 2/28/25
Notice of Public Hearings on
Road District Budget And
Township Budget

Notice is hereby given that
Tentative Budget and Appropriation
Ordinance meetings for Road
Purposes of Valley Township, in
the County of Stark, State of
lllinois, and also for Town of Valley
in said county, for the fiscal year
beginning April 1, 2025, and
ending March 31, 2026, will both
be on file and conveniently
available to public inspection at
Valley Town Hall, 15003 Township
Road 300N, Wyoming, IL 61491,
after March 13, 2025, by
appointment only.

Notice is further given that public
hearings on said Budget and
Appropriation Ordinances will be
held at 6:45 PM and 7:00 PM
respectively, Tuesday, April 8,
2025 at the Valley Township Town
Hall, Wyoming, lllinois and that
action on these ordinances will
take place immediately following.

The 7:00PM regularly scheduled
April 10th, 2025 monthly meeting
of Valley Township Board of
Trustees to discuss regular
business will be rescheduled to
take place April 8, 2024

immediately following the budget
hearings.
Dated: February 28, 2025
Jodi Dienst
Valley Township Clerk
309-230-8953
Published 2/28/25
Public Notice
The regular scheduled meetings
of Valley Township Board of
Trustees to conduct regular
business of the township, to
inspect and pay bills, and any such
matters that shall come before the
board for the fiscal year 2025-
2026, will be held on the second
Thursday of each month. Meetings
will be held at the Valley Township
Town Hall, Wyoming, lllinois
beginning at 7:00 PM.
Dated February 28, 2025
Jodi Dienst
Valley Township Clerk
Published 2/28/25
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF:
Susan Somers Neal Rhode,
No. 2025PR24
Deceased
CLAIM NOTICE
Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Susan Somers Neal Rhode. Letters
of Office were issued on February
19, 2025, to Cary Schaub as
Executor whose attorneys are
Barash & Everett, LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of the
court, Henry County, Cambridge,
lllinois or with the representative,
or both on or before August 19,
2025.

Any claim not filed by that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days after
it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you
must first create an account with
an e-filing provider. Visit
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
Ip.asp. Or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney for Executor

P.0. Box 165

Galva, IL 61434

Phone (309) 932-2001

Email: everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 2/28, 3/7, 3/14/25

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

Outside our FREE distribution region?

GET YOUR LOCAL NEWS FOR JUST

$60 PER YEAR

CALL (309) 286 - 2189
TO SUBSCRIBE!

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:

Sandra D. Johnson

No. 2025PR25

Deceased

NOTICE TO HEIRS AND LEGATEES

AND CLAIM NOTICE

To: Dan K. Richison, Heirs of Larry
Richison, Deceased, AND
UNKNOWN HEIRS

Notice is given of the death of
Sandra D. Johnson.

Notice is given to Dan K.
Richison, Heirs of Larry Richison,
Deceased, AND UNKNOWN HEIRS,
who are heirs or legatees in the
above proceeding to probate a will
and whose name or address is not
stated in the petition to admit the
will to probate, that an order was
entered by the court on February
14, 2025 admitting the will to
probate.

Letters of Office were issued on
February 14, 2025 to Kraig
Townsend as executor whose
attorney is Barash & Everett, LLC,
P.C., PO Box 165, Galva, IL 61434.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the Clerk of the
Court Cambridge, lllinois, 61238 or
with the representative, or both on
or before August 14, 2025. Any
claim not filed by that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representatives
and to the attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed.

Within 42 days after the effective
date of the original order of
admission you may file a petition
with the court to require proof of
the will by testimony of the
witnesses to the will in open court
or other evidence, as provided in
6-21 of the Probate Act of 1975
(755 ILCS 5/6-21).

You also have the right under
section 8-1 of the Probate Act of
1975 (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest
the validity of the will by filing a
petition with the court within 6
months after admission of the will
to probate.

E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you
must first create an account with
an e-filing service provider.

Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-providers.htm to learn
more and to select a service
provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit:
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp, or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Filings are to be made with:
Henry Gounty Circuit Clerk
Courthouse, Cambridge, lllinois

Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney for Executor

In Re ESTATE OF
LEO D. SECKMAN,
Deceased.

ROBERT L. POTTS, Esq.
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD.
Attorneys for Executors

118 West Main Street

P. 0. Box 368

Elmwood, IL 61529-0368
Telephone: (309) 742-3611
hecky@whitneyandpotts.com
Published 2/14, 2/21, 2/28/25

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

CLAIM NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS — STARK COUNTY

NOTICE is given to creditors of the death of LEQ D. SECKMAN, on
January 23, 2025. Letters of Office were issued by the above entitled
Court to DEBRA L. SHANE, of 9282 Township Road 550N, Wyoming,
lllinois 61491, and DONALD K. SECKMAN, of 237 Jeh Stuart Drive,
Wilmington, North Carolina 28412, as Executors, whose attorneys of
record are WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD., 118 West Main Street, P. 0.
Box 368, Elmwood, lllinois, 61529-0368. Claims against the Estate
may be filed in the Circuit Clerk's Office, Stark County Courthouse,
Toulon, lllinois, or with the representatives or both on or before the
22nd day of August, 2025 or if mailing or delivery of a Notice from the
representatives is required by Sec. 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the
date stated in that Notice. Every claim filed must be in writing and state
sufficient information to notify the representative of the nature of the
claim or other relief sought. Any claim not filed on or before that date
is barred. Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to the representatives and to the attorney
within ten (10) days after it has been filed and the claimant shall file
with the Court, proof of any required mailing or delivery of copies.

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing
service provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.

DATED this 31st day of January, 2025.

DEBRA L. SHANE and DONALD K.
SECKMAN, Executors of the Estate of

No. 2025PR1

LEO D. SECKMAN, Deceased.

PO Box 165
Galva, IL 61434
Telephone: 309/932-2001
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 2/28, 3/7, 3/14/25

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:

Robert J. Gale,

No. 2025PR23

Deceased
CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Robert J. Gale. Letters of Office
were issued on February 14, 2025,
to Kraig R. Gale as Executor whose
attorneys are Barash & Everett,
LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of the
court, Henry County, Cambridge,
lllinois or with the representative,
or both on or before August 14,
2025.

Any claim not filed by that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days after
it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you
must first create an account with
an e-filing provider. Visit
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
Ip.asp. Or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney for Executor
P.0. Box 165

Galva, IL 61434
Phone (309) 932-2001

Email: everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 2/28, 3/7, 3/14/25
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:

Lana McDonough,

No. 2025PR20

Deceased
CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

Notice is given of the death of
Lana McDonough. Letters of
Office were issued on February 7,
2025, to Wanda K. Stahl as
Executor whose attorneys are
Barash & Everett, LLC.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the office of the clerk of the
court, Henry County, Cambridge,
Illinois or with the representative,
or both on or before August 20,
2025.

Any claim not filed by that date
is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days after
it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with
limited exemptions. To e-file, you
must first create an account with
an e-filing provider. Visit
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to
select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethe
Ip.asp. Or talk with your local
circuit clerk’s office.

Barash & Everett, LLC

Attorney for Executor

P.0. Box 165

Galva, IL 61434

Phone (309) 932-2001

Email: everettr@barashlaw.com
Published 2/28, 3/7, 3/14/25
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and legislative agenda he
laid out. But it did garner
him national attention, in-
cluding on The Rachel
Maddow Show.

That comes as specula-
tion over the governor’s
political future as a pres-
idential candidate may
come to a head later this
year as Pritzker decides
whether to run for a third
term as governor in 2026.

While some members of

[llinois squarely in the T TS
Trump administration’s
crosshairs.

“He is not going to be
running against Donald
Trump in 2028 and he
needs to understand that as
soon as possible, because
there’s a lot at risk for the
state of Illinois by continu-
ing to play the part of an-
tagonizer to the president
of the United States,” he
said.

Pritzker’s speech to a L3 i e
packed Illinois House
chamber marked the start
of efforts to craft a state
budget for the coming fis-
cal year. More than any
budget or policy proposal,
though, the governor used
his annual address to take
aim at Trump in a way
other high-profile Demo-
crats have largely shied
away from: discussing the
rise of Adolf Hitler.

“The seed that grew into
a dictatorship in Europe a
lifetime ago didn’t arrive
overnight,” he said. “It
started with everyday Ger-
mans mad about inflation
and looking for someone
to blame.”

Pritzker, Illinois’ third
Jewish governor whose an-
cestors fled religious perse-
cution in Ukraine in the

e —
i
ag

is turning 95 on March 9th!
Join the celebration by sending \
a card to: P.O. Box 40

Bishop HIll, IL 61419
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WA TEL YU FATHER ceKxly LEST byme
1. TELEVISION: The show "Happy Days" is a spi-
3 1 noff of which older sitcom?
3 4 5 E 7 2. LITERATURE: Which author created the charac-
- - ter Hercule Poirot?
S5 1 9 3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Where is Barack Obama's
presidential library located?
E 4 3 E 4. GEOGRAPHY: What river forms part of the bor-
E ? 5 4 der between the United States and Mexico?
A le o 5. ASTRONOMY: Which planet in our solar system
1 E Q 3 5 has the strongest gravitational field?
L& 1 6. U.S. STATES: Which four states intersect at the
Four Corners monument?
= T TASTES WAT 5 8 1 2 7. SCIENCE: What is anemophily?
T Ul BETTER THAM & 5 q 4 8. MOVIES: How much does an Oscar award tro-

9. WEATHER: What is a haboob?

10. MEASUREMENTS: How many millimeters are
ina meter?

Answers

1. "Love, American Style."

2. Agatha Christie.

3. Chicago, lllinois.

4. The Rio Grande.

5. Jupiter.

6. Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and Colorado.
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Just Like Cats & Dogs by D T Priges (ST e[ BENT T by 7. Pollination by the wind.
. - 8.8.5 pounds.
OH LOOK, THE RESORT OFFERS ZuMBA CLASS. Y e ' 9. An intense dust storm.
WATER AEROBICS AND A FULL GYM FOR  CryptoQuote /5 """

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

TOP 10 MOVIES

1. Captain America: Brave New World (PG-13)
2. Paddington in Peru (PG)

3. Heart Eyes (R)

4. Dog Man (PG)

5.Ne Zha 2 (NR)

6. Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)

7. Love Hurts (R)

8. One of Them Days (R)

9. Companion (R)

10. Chhaava (NR)

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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"2 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Toulon Methodist Church
229 W. Main St., P.0. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483
Phone (309) 286-2224
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224 or (217) 778-1591
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

LaFayette Methodist Church
lllinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449
Phone (309) 995-3371
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591.
LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

West Jersey United Methodist Church
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL. Rev. Pablo Marty
Phone (217) 425-5707
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Elmira United Presbyterian Church
Rev. Art Blegen
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483
(309) 896-3481
Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

The Gatherln\g Church
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m.

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491
email: info@thegathering.life
web: https://www.thegathering.life/
https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life

1st Congregational Church of Toulon
(309) 286-4901
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com
website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org

Galva Congregational Church
Pastor Marshall Jones
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, lllinois 61434
(309) 932-3733
Service Time 10 a.m.

First Baptist Church
“faith in truth"
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA
Main Service: Sun 10:30
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor
(309) 932-2713 » GalvaBaptistChurch.com

Wyoming Nazarene Church
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491
Rev. Shawna Marsh
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages
Sunday Worship: 11:00
Wednesday Night Fellowship & Prayer 5:30
Kids Club 309 5:15 checkin to 7:00 p.m.
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz

First Congregational Church

202 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491
(309) 695-4091
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Check us out on Facebook
First Congregational Church of Wyoming, lllinois

Toulon First Baptist Church
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon
(309) 286-4611
Sunday School 9 a.m. « Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m.

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m.
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com
www.ToulonBaptist.com
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance

St. Timothy Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491
allsaintsil.com

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA)
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL
Casual, family friendly
Rev. Katie Gallagher
Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Adult Discussion Group, 5:30 p.m.
Worship (in Luther Hall)

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, 10 a.m. Children's Sunday School
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com
1-309-932-3346
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL

Galva First United Methodist Church
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart
214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434
(309) 932-2460
preachinghope@gmail.com
galvafirst@gmail.com
Sunday Worship: 9:00

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church
Father John Cramer
716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun.at9a.m., Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m.
Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191
Fr. Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292

Wyoming United Methodist Church
Pastor Rebecca Klemm
302 North Main Street PO Box 287 Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.
309-606-9027
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com
Service is held at 10:30 Sunday morning.

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.
Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m.
Rev Dan Wright
309-897-8113 309-507-1626
thewrights62@hotmail.com

LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE
Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000
newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given
the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to:
ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)
to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.

OBITUARIES

Anne Fisher

WEST JERSEY — Anne Fisher,
92, of West Jersey, passed away at
12:29 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 25,
2025, at her home, surrounded by
loving family.

Born in Waukegan, I11., on Oct.
25,1932, she was the daughter of
Oscar and Eliza-
beth (Slack) Bai-
ley. On Sept. 9,
1950, she married
Jack Fisher. He
survives.

Further surviv-
ing are four chil-
dren, Patricia
Cruzan, James
(Mary) Fisher, Kathleen (Dick)
Clifford and Daniel (Didi) Fisher;
daughter-in-law, Mindie Fisher; 12
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchil-
dren; two great-great-grandchil-
dren; and a sister-in-law, Janet
Bailey.

She was preceded in death by her
parents; a son, Tony Fisher; two
grandchildren, Kelsey Clifford and
Laura Fisher; and three brothers,
Col. Paul Owen, Will Alan and
John Robert Bailey.

Anne was very involved at St.
John’s Catholic Church in Toulon
until its closing. She later attended
St. Dominic Catholic Church in
Wyoming, where she played the
organ for many years. She was very
involved with the Altar and Rosary
Society and had an amateur radio li-
cense for over 50 years. Anne espe-
cially enjoyed being with all of her
friends and family, including the
two lovely ladies from Minnesota,
Christine and Beth.

Her funeral mass will take place
on Monday, March 3, 2025, at 11
a.m. at St. Dominic Catholic
Church in Wyoming. The Rev. John
the Baptist Uwigaba will officiate.
Burial will be private. Visitation
will take place at church prior from
10 a.m. until the time of service.

Memorial contributions can be
made to the Stark County Food
Pantry. Haskell Funeral and Crema-
tion Services in Wyoming is assist-
ing the family with arrangements.

Condolences may be left for
Anne’s family on her tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

Mary P. Moss
PRINCEVILLE — Mary Patricia
“Tish” Moss, 77, of Princeville,
passed away at 4:28 p.m. on Thurs-

Fisher

CREATIV.E-INTERIORS

_ Wlnciow Treatments |

Kim Foes, Interior Designer

(309) 238-5510
foes@nbson.net

day, Feb. 20, 2025, at her home.

Born in Kewanee on Aug. 1,
1947, she was the daughter of the
late Thomas Kenneth and Virginia
Harker Johnston. On July 6, 1968,
she married Willard Edgar Moss Jr.
He preceded her in death on Sept. 1,
2008.

Surviving are
her three chil-
dren, Tina (Tom)
Whitehead of
Lincoln, Colleen
(Rob) Howerton
of St. Charles,
Mo., and Teri
(Joe) Peterson of
Princeville; four
granddaughters, Shelby (Alyse)
McHenry, Angel Simpson, Abby
Howerton and Peyton Howerton;
grandson, James Peterson; four
siblings, Steve (Cheryl) Johnston
and Sue (Kevin) Harmon, both of
Wyoming, Carol Johnston of Chi-
cago and Phyllis Getz of Arizona;
two sisters-in-law, Victoria Johns-
ton of Wyoming and Karen Johns-
ton of Moline; and many nieces and
nephews.

Aside from her parents and hus-
band, she was preceded in death by
a sister, Kathleen Charles; four
brothers, Mike, Dennis, Tom
(Linda) and John Johnston; and a
brother-in-law, Clutch Getz.

Tish was employed as a time-
keeper at LR Nelson/Bosch for
many years. She was an avid James
Patterson reader, a puzzle doer and
fan of the Chicago Cubs and Bears.
She enjoyed meeting with the girls
of the Class of 1965 on a monthly
basis, and, more than anything else,
enjoyed being a grandmother. She
was a member of St. Dominic Cath-
olic Church.

Her funeral mass was to take
place on Feb. 25, 2025, at 10 a.m. at
St. Dominic Catholic Church in
Wyoming. The Rev. Corey Krengiel
was to officiate. Burial was to fol-
low in St. Dominic Catholic Ceme-
tery. Visitation was Feb. 24, 2025,
at Haskell Funeral and Cremation
Services in Wyoming with a rosary
service.

Memorial contributions can be
made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital.

Condolences may be left for
Tish’s family on her tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

Moss

Prewiding peace of mind for vou and yvour family

RUX #

Ross S. Wyman

PEORIA — Reverend Ross S.
Wyman, 80, of Peoria, formerly of
Wyoming, passed away at 11:35 p.m.
on Friday, Feb. 21, 2025, at Carle
Health Methodist Hospital, sur-
rounded by his loving family.

Born in Watertown, N.Y., on Nov.
26, 1944, he was the oldest son of the
late Charles and Thelma (Montando)
Wyman. On Dec. 30, 1978, he mar-
ried Dorothy Keith; she survives.

Further surviving are two daugh-
ters, Michele (Darren) Huddleston of
Peoria and Lisa (Robert) Duhs of Tri-
voli; five grandchildren, Zachary
(Alix) Hiatt, Tyler (Ashley) Hiatt, Al-
exandra (Todd)
Reay, Kayli Meier
and Megan (Ryan)
Mally; three great-
grandchildren,
Zander, Haven
and Finley, with
number four on
the way; two
brothers, Chuck
(Cathy) Wyman of Wyman
Rochester, N.Y.,
and Brett (Rose) Wyman of Calcium,
N.Y.; and a sister-in-law, Esther
Mangino of Arcade, N.Y.

Ross served in the U.S. Coast
Guard and went on to complete his
master’s degree and seminary school.
He served as a reverend for many
years throughout Minnesota, New
York, Maine, Ohio, Iowa and Illinois.
He retired from working as pastor at
the First Congregational United
Church of Christ in Wyoming. He
was a member of the Rotary Club
and the Masonic Lodge.

Aside from his work in ministry, he
enjoyed reading, riding his motor-
cycle, playing chess, having his
daughter Lisa’s pralines and spend-
ing time with his wife, as they did
everything together.

A funeral service will take place on
Saturday, March 1, 2025, at 11 a.m.
at First Congregational United
Church of Christ in Wyoming. Pastor
Rebecca Klemm will officiate. Visi-
tation will take place at church from
10 a.m. until the time of service.

Memorial contributions can be
made to the church. Haskell Funeral
and Cremation Services in Wyoming
is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

Condolences may be left for Ross’
family on his tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

RESTAURANT |
60T W, Main 5t. , Kewanes |
(309) 856-8020
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' Dinner
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and Free

FUNERAL HOMES i

Kewanes | J09-853-4100
Galva | J09-532-2400
Williamafield | 309-639-4221

warwruxfuneralhome.com
ruxfuneral@yahos.com
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SPORTS: Rebels fall to A-Town in regional

Continued from Page 12
deficit to two points in the final sec-
onds.

“I think the biggest thing was our
mind-set going into the game,”
Stark County Coach Kane Mastin
said about the close score. “They
had just won the (LTC) tournament.
There were a lot of expectations on
their side and none on ours. I
thought we’d just roll with that
mentality.

“Our guys just continued to re-
spond. Give credit to Abingdon —
they play such a physical-style
game. We just didn’t have enough
moments to add up to the point
where we could get over the hump.”

A-Town beat Stark County 71-39
in an LTC game Feb. 7. This time,
Stark County was missing starting
guard Ben Browning because of in-
jury. Browning also didn’t play in
the Rebels’ regular-season finale, a
39-32 loss Feb. 20 to Elmwood.

Connor Daum had a team-high 10
points.

Saner averaged 14 points per
game his senior season, just behind
junior Daum’s 14.4. Saner led the
Rebels in rebounds per game, at
7.8. Senior Dillon Steelman aver-
aged a team-high 2.2 assists.

Mastin’s first season as Stark
County head coach included a long
search to find an assistant and
player issues regarding injuries, ill-
ness and discipline, among other
things. Mastin even missed one
game because of illness.

“The best way to describe our
season was consistently inconsis-
tent,” he said. “I don’t think we
ever had two weeks in a row where
we had the exact same schedule and
exact same lineup.”

* Princeville boys - Jake Williams
had 24 points Monday as host
Princeville, seeded second in its 1A
Brimfield sub-sectional, beat No.

14 West Central 60-38 in a regional
opener. Brady Day had 15 points,
Tucker Sennett 14.

The Princes (24-8), who led West
Central 30-15 at intermission, were
to play No. 6 Monmouth United in
a regional semifinal Wednesday at
Biggsville.

In regular-season action, Abing-
don-Avon beat host Princeville 45-
30 on Feb. 19 to win the Lincoln
Trail Conference tournament. A-
Town held Princeville to only nine
points over the second and third
quarters.

“We were able to hang around for
the first quarter but couldn’t get
much done after that,” Princeville
Coach Tait Sennett stated.

Tucker Sennett scored 13 for
Princeville. Annawan beat Bureau
Valley 58-48 for third place.

ROWVA FFA Toy Show

Sponsored by: ROWVA FFA & ALUMNI

March 2™ 9am-2pm
ROWVA High School Gym

" 346 E. Rova Drive Oneida, IL 61467
|

_
FREE WILL DONATION o o

For more information call Rodney Main
309-483-6371 or rmain@rowya.k12.il.us

Food will be served by FFA Alumni

AD STORAGE COMPANY

+ EASY ACCESS = LOW MOMTHLY RENT

« WELL-LIT = SECURITY
FACILITIES IN:
Braord - B9T-K14Y = v o Lacce -~ §96-E301 » »» Hanna City - HS-TETT
“Saone Your Shul With Us”
Call 385-1715
A0 STORAGE CO. = PO BOX 415 - PRINCEVILLE, IL 67550

« Ed Morse Chrysler - Jeep - Ram - Dodge - Ed Morse Chrysler - Jeep - Ram - Dodge -

Plant propagation
tips for beginners

By University of lllinois Extension

Many indoor gardeners
quickly discover that one
houseplant is rarely
enough. A simple and cost-
effective way to grow any
collection is by propagat-
ing existing plants.

Propagation is the pro-
cess of growing new plants
from existing ones through
seeds or vegetatively with
plant parts.

The best time to propa-
gate houseplants is March
through April, but it can be
done throughout the year.

When propagating, al-
ways use sterilized tools
and containers in a clean
space. A high-quality pot-
ting mix will provide
adequate moisture-holding
capacity and good drainage
without allowing cuttings
to dry out or rot.

Many plants will also de-
velop roots in a container
of water, changed out with
fresh water every 3-5 days.
Before starting, make sure
any propagated plant mate-
rial is healthy.

Tip cuttings are taken by
selecting a healthy, 3- to 5-
inch shoot with four to six
leaves.

* With sharp pruners or
snips, cut directly below a
leaf node or where the leaf
is attached to the stem.

* Remove any flowers or
buds and the bottom two to
four leaves.

* Insert the lower portion
of the cutting into a con-

tainer of moist potting soil.

Take several cuttings to
increase the chance of one
rooting and growing into a
viable plant. Most house-
plants can be propagated
by tip cuttingsn.

Begonias and African vi-
olets are commonly propa-
gated by leaf cuttings. This
process includes one leaf
blade and sometimes the
petiole or leaf stalk. Using
a sharp knife, slice hori-
zontally across the main
leaf vein and then lay the
cutting flat on the soil with
the vein side down. Roots
will develop at the cut
point along the vein.

Once cuttings have been
planted or placed in their
growing medium, cover
the container with transpar-
ent plastic to increase the
humidity around the plant
while it is forming roots.
The goal is to never let the
rooting media dry out.

Place the cuttings in
bright, indirect light. The
plastic cover should be re-
moved after the roots have
developed. Some plants
may form roots within
days, while others may
take several weeks. Cut-
tings can be dipped in root-
ing hormone powder
before planting to improve
root development.

For more on plant propa-
gation, visit the Extension
houseplants topic site
extension.illinois.edu/hous
eplants.

+ Notice to Stark County Voters

Early voting for the April 15t Consolidated
Election will begin February 20th 2025 and
end March 31st 2025 at the office of the

Stark County Clerk 130 W. Main, Toulon.
Voting hours are Monday-Friday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. We will also be open
for early voting on Saturday

March 289th from 3 - noon.
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2024 JEEP GLADIATOR § 2024 RAM 3500 CREWCAB) 2024 JEEP WRANGLER

MOJAVE = HARD TOP = SAFETY

MSRP. 545 (13 5 S et
REBATE..$15,707*

EMAG.....53,32% 54&,999

DUALLY = FULL ngm * 4X4 = HD

$14,000
OFF MSRP!

MSRP. 557 0485
REBATE..510,000*
EMAG..... 54,085

SALE PRICE

SPORT + HARD TOP = V-6 = 4X4
BEST BUY

MSRP._S46, 475 CALE PRICE
REBATE...57, 147+

EMAG._._§2.329 $36,999

2024 RAM 13500

FULL POWER = 434 + AUTO « HEMI
DOOR

M5RE... 548 090
REBATE...56,000*
EMAG....53091

2024 RAM 2500

CREW CAE = AUTO = 4X4
FULL FOVWER = HD = BEST BUY

$14,000
OFF MSRP!

MSRP...554.660
REBATE...510,000*
EMAG.... 54,083

[ | REBATE.$12,750%**

2025 RAM 1500

CREW CAB = BIGHDRN = LEVEL

516,600
. OFF MSRP!
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EMALG....53,B61

2024 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
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2024 RAM 1500 WARLOCK
4-DOOR » LOADED = 4X4 « 5.7 HEMI

A |
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MSAP_.. 541,160
REBATE.._§7.500
EMAG...... 55,4681

2024 JEEP WAGONEER
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Galva boys win regional opener

By NICK VLAHOS
For The Prairie News

For the second season in a row, Galva
won its first game in the Class 1A boys
basketball state tournament.

Blake Stahl had 29 points and 10 re-
bounds Monday night to lead the host
Wildcats past Kewanee Wethersfield 63-
39 in a Savanna Regional opener.

The victory sent Galva (22-7), the
fourth seed in its Pecatonica sub-sec-
tional, to a regional semifinal scheduled
for Wednesday night at West Carroll
against No. 5 Sterling Newman. The re-
gional title game is set for 7 tonight
(Feb. 28), also at West Carroll.

JP Sloan had 13 points and six assists
for Galva, and teammate MJ Louck
scored 11.

Galva defeated Wethersfield 77-45 in a
Lincoln Trail Conference game on Feb.
11.

Last season, Galva defeated Peru St.
Bede in the first round of the regional.
The last time Galva won a regional
championship was in 2002 in Class A.

« Stark County boys — Despite a game-
high 25 points from Ross Saner, Stark
County lost its 1A regional opener 55-52
at Abingdon-Avon. Stark County was
seeded 13th in its Brimfield sub-sec-
tional, A-Town third.

Saner scored 10 in the first quarter and
as many in the fourth for the Rebels (9-
20), who trailed 32-29 at halftime. A-
Town increased its lead to 10, but Saner

led a charge that cut the Stark County
Continued on Page 11

Anderson hired as Galva FB coach

By JEFF LAMPE
For The Prairie News

GALVA — Zach Anderson has a straight-
forward goal as the new football coach at
Galva High School.

“I was always told by the coaches when
I played (at Galva) that we may not have
been very good and we may not have won
many games, but you
knew you played Galva
because we knew how to
hit,” Anderson said.
“That’s something I want
to bring back more than
anything.

“I’m not saying we’re
going to go out and win
eight games our first year.
At the end of the day, it’s about going out
and being competitive.”

The Galva School Board approved An-
derson’s hiring at Monday’s meeting. He
replaces Mark Jeffrey, who resigned after
going 2-25 in three seasons, including an

Anderson

0-9 finish last year. Galva is 2-34 in four
seasons of eight-man football.

“I’ve got nothing but respect for Mark
Jeffrey,” Anderson said. “He’s tried to
build the program as much as he could.”

Anderson has no high school football
coaching experience, but has coached
football at other levels and is currently the
assistant high school basketball coach. He
was born and raised in Galva and was an
all-conference offensive tackle his senior
year, when the Wildcats finished 1-8.

Anderson hopes increased turnout for
the football program will help reverse sev-
eral years of similar records for Galva.

“I’ve already got some interest from the
basketball players,” said Anderson, who
works at ] Mac Metals in Galva. “I’m tell-
ing them to put some trust in me, come
out and give me a year.”

He plans to hold an organizational meet-
ing next month to gauge interest. Ander-
son also plans to add Mike Funke of
Galva as one of his assistant coaches.
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Sophisticated care.
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232 E Knoxville ® Brimfield 61517
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