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Stark County hires architect for new highway building

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The Toulon City 
Council on Monday passed a 
motion to hire Peerless Well and 
Pump, Inc., of Dubuque, Iowa, to 
perform necessary repairs on the 
city’s No. 1 well. 
   Total cost is not to exceeed 
$45,000 for Peerless to pull the 
well parts out, including the 
pump, and replace it with a new 
one if required. 
   During the council’s May 
meeting, Mayor Larry Hollis said 
an immediate repair was required 
for a leak in well No. 1. At that 
time, an estimate was to be ob-
tained for the cost of a crane to 
remove the well’s piping and as-
sociated pieces. 
    No cost was provided Monday 
for use of a crane, but evidently it 
was included in the possible 
$45,000 expenditure. After re-
pairs, the parts and pump will be 
reinstalled.   
   “The leak is progressively get-
ting worse,” said Matt Forstrom, 

a city employee. 
   In a disputed agenda item, Hol-
lis told the council that secretary 
to the council Brad Milburn will 
be archiving old city paper 
records into electronic files.  
   “I would like see us increase 
Brad’s pay a little bit,” Hollis 
said. 
   Council member Mitch Hulsey 
responded, “We are supposed to 
give pay increases once a year. 
This (pay increase) keeps coming 
up every other monthly meeting 
or so.” 
   Added council member Donna 
Lefler, “He is getting paid. What 
difference does it make what he 
is getting paid? If he’s got that 
much time left over to do this 
(archiving). ... In other words we 
have to pay him more to work 
harder?”  
   At this juncture, Hollis dropped 
the issue without any action and 
moved on to the next agenda 
item. 
   Milburn was also appointed 
through an approved resolution 

WELCOMING SUMMERTIME

Midsommar 
Free concerts and family events  
at Bishop Hill for annual festival

For The Prairie News 
   BISHOP HILL – The 
annual Midsommar 
Music Festival returns 
here on June 21. 
   Highlights of the tradi-
tional Swedish holiday 
festival in-
clude free 
concerts in 
the park, a 
Swedish 
Maypole 
celebration 
and more. At-
tendees are asked to bring 
their own lawnchairs to 
better enjoy the day’s 
concerts. 
   Celebrating Midsom-
mar, one of the two most 
popular holidays in 
Sweden – the other being 
Christmas – is a very an-
cient practice, dating 

back to pre-Christian 
times. It has its roots in 
pagan rituals to welcome 
summer and the season of 
fertility.  
   In Sweden, Midsommar 
festivals have been 

around for at least 
500 years. Even in 
agrarian times, 
people in Sweden 
welcomed summer-
time by decorating 
their houses and 
farm tools with fo-

liage and raising tall 
Maypoles to dance 
around. 
   The free concerts at the 
village park gazebo will 
begin at 10 a.m. This 
year’s lineup includes 
Black Hawk Pipes and 
Drums, Chloe Finch, the Pictured above and left are scenes from a prior 

year’s events at Bishop Hill’s Midsommar Festival, 
which returns on June 21.

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – After a closed ses-
sion Tuesday evening to discuss 
the purchase of real property, the 
Stark County Board of Supervi-
sors hired the services of an ar-
chitect firm. 
   Board Chair Kari Bush said 
Mackinaw-based Atelier, 
P.C.was hired to design the new 
highway building. 
   No other details on plans for 
the new building were provided 

during or after the board meet-
ing. 
   This was the board’s eighth 
closed-session discussion on the 
topic of purchasing real property 
since May 2024. 
   In the closed session Tuesday 
were board members Bush, 
Vice-Chair Robin Nowlan, Tom 
Howes, Jamie Schaffer, Adam 
Wilson, Melissa Shipp, Joe 
Orwig and Bill Loane. Also in 
attendance were County Engi-
neer Judd Giffin, State Bank of 

Toulon Executive Vice-Pres-
ident/Chief Loan Officer Doug 
Blunier, County Treasurer Paula 
Leezer and Stark County State’s 
Attorney Austin King. 
   Giffin’s highway report in-
formed the board that he is 
working on the new highway 
building and a survey. He said he 
wanted to discuss this in closed 
session.  
   Giffin also reported that the 
highway department has been re-
placing signs around the county 

with larger ones. He said road 
patching has been worked on 
and bridge inspections and the 
Castleton Road repair should 
happen soon, since the county’s 
Motor Fuel Tax bid was ap-
proved as part of last year’s pro-
gram. 
   Leezer reported that June 2 
was the cutoff date to pay taxes 
and that the county received 
$10.2 million that will be dis-
bursed on July 2. She proposed 
that the board investigate pur-

chasing a generator as a backup 
for the courthouse and the annex 
building next to the courthouse. 
This would prevent closing 
county offices due to electrical 
outages. 
   Sheriff Steven Sloan reported 
various repairs were accom-
plished at the courthouse. He 
also reported that the new E911 
Center’s backup generator did 
not run consistently during Tou-
lon’s two electrical outages. It 
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Toulon council approves 
$45,000 for well repair 
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was tested and nothing 
was wrong with it. Sloan 
said it will be inspected 
and tested again soon.  
   The sheriff stated that he 
has plans to have his 
budget proposal completed 
with reductions in August. 
   Duane Stevens of the 
Henry-Stark County 

Health Department gave a 
lengthy presentation based 
on the 2024 Annual Re-
port. He covered various 
topics that affect Stark 
County’s healthcare and 
medical issues.  
   The Abingdon Telephar-
macy has been closed due 
to low utilization. Stevens 
said it is being transferred 

to Toulon, but a required 
state license has not been 
issued yet. 
   Also, Stevens said OSF 
St. Francis OnCall Urgent 
Care from Peoria will be 
available once a week on a 
limited basis for maternity 
issues. Plans are for a 
mental-health therapist to 
set up services in Toulon.

to become Toulon’s agent for the Illi-
nois Municipal Retirement Fund. 
IMRF representatives will only com-
municate with a designated agent 
from a city. 
   The council also discussed selling a 
3-acre piece of city land just south-
east of Toulon across the creek from 
the cemetery. The council decided to 
have the land appraised, as opposed 
to having bids on it. City Employee 
Matt Forstrom, who lives near the 
property in the Arrowhead subdivi-
sion, wants to purchase it and build a 
shop on the property. 
   Bids for the new water tower proj-
ect were postponed until June 16 be-
cause the bidding contractors have 
asked for additional information. 
   The Illinois Department of Trans-
portation continues to dispute Tou-
lon’s submitted Motor Fuel Tax 
application for work on city streets. 
This has delayed the MFT funding 
for this project for this year.  
   The dispute, according to Toulon’s 
city engineer Justin Reeise, is be-
tween IDOT officials. IDOT Auditor 
Deb Baxter told Toulon it was okay 

to change part of last year’s MFT 
submission but IDOT’s permit tech-
nician and the field engineer say 
Baxter was incorrect in giving such 
permission. 
   The council discussed an agree-
ment with Robert Boatman concern-
ing his 223 E. Greenwood St. 
property. Boatman must officially 
sign the agreement in order to have 
the city remove a burned camper and 
debris from his property. 
   Several months ago, the city em-
ployees demolished the house just 
west of Boatman’s house but left an 
unattended debris pile that had been 
burned and was believed to be extin-
guished. The fire reignited and 
spread onto Boatman’s land, burning 
his camper and some of his unoccu-
pied house.  
   In other action, the council ap-
proved spending money to renovate 
the former Faith Baptist church 
building at 310 E. Vine Street. It was 
donated to the city by the former 
church and will be used for city 
meetings and other activities. 
   Also approved was buying six 
water meters for an amount not to ex-

ceed $2,400 . A $1,000 donation was 
approved for the annual St. Jude Run 
that starts in Kewanee and goes 
though Stark County and into Peoria 
County. 
   Approved was vacating an east-to-
west alley between South Franklin 
and South Henderson streets. Posses-
sion of the vacated alley will be split 
between two property owners. 
   Newly hired Toulon police officer 
Scott Waldrup presented a breatha-
lyzer equipment purchase. The new 
unit is required by the state to be 
compliant with DUI regulations. 
Toulon’s present unit is outdated and 
not legal. The cost of the new unit is 
$3,640 and was approved on a split 
vote. Ryan Kelly, Lefler voted 
against the measure while yes votes 
were was cast by Hulsey, Connie Ja-
cobson, Brandon Simpson and Mi-
chael Schott. 
   Finally, the policy updated its Open 
Meetings Act policy concerning 
video participation. The new policy 
allows members of a board or coun-
cil to attend a meeting remotely 
when certain specifications are met.

Orion Community Band 
and the Norwegian Bach-
elor Farmers.  
   Immediately following 
the musical performances 
at 4 p.m., everyone is in-
vited to decorate the May-
pole with flowers and to 
join a procession that will 
begin in the park and end 
at the Colony School. 
There visitors can join in 
Maypole dancing and have 
refreshments provided by 

the Bishop Hill Vasa 
Lodge. No experience is 
required to join in the 
dancing. 
   The Vasa National Ar-
chives, a short block south 
of the park, willoffer a 
midsummer respite, featur-
ing drinks, snacks and a 
make-and-take clay sculp-
ture station. The public is 
welcome to view exhibits, 
enjoy light refreshments 
and make a clay sculpture 
to take home. The Vasa 
National Archives will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 
   Author Jannifer Stevens 
Powelson will have a book 

signing from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Prairie Arts 
Center, located at 203 N. 
Bishop Hill St. Jannifer is 
author of the Rachel and 
Sammy books, as well as 
Nature Station Mysteries 
series. Visit her website at 
janniferpowelson.com for 
more details. 
   To finish off the day, 
country music artist Ryan 
Bizarri will perform at the 
Colony Inn from 7-11 p.m. 
Enjoy a cold drink while 
listening to live acoustic 
country music. Bizarri is a 
Nashville-based songwriter 
who will be playing songs 
you know and love from 

artists like Toby Keith, 
Garth Brooks, Brad Pais-
ley, Zac Brown, Alabama, 
Morgan Wallen, Bob Seger 
and more.  
   The Midsommar Music 
Festival is sponsored by 
the Bishop Hill Heritage 
Association, Bishop Hill 
State Historic Site, Bishop 
Hill Old Settler’s Associa-
tion, Vasa National Ar-
chives, Bishop Hill Vasa 
Lodge 683, and area busi-
nesses. Funding is also 
provided by the Barbro 
Osher Pro Suecia Founda-
tion, the Minneapolis 
Foundation and the Illinois 
Arts Council.
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Traffic citations &  
Ordinance violations 
   6-8 - Emily J. Burdett - Uninsured 
vehicle. 
   6-8 - Thomas A. Null - Expired 
registration. 
   6-9 - James D. Stutler - Uninsured 
vehicle. 
   6-9 - Trevor L. Shimmin - Unin-
sured vehicle, driving 11-14 mph 
above limit. 
   6-9 - Aaron T. Arduini - Speeding 
25-34 mph over limit. 

Misdemeanors &  
Felonies 
   6-2 - Criminal misdemeanor - 
Caleb A. Deck - Escape: Did not re-
port to Stark County Jail on June 2 at 
9 a.m. and a warrant was issued for 
his arrest. 

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   6-2 - Melvin O. Rodriguez Espi-
noza, 19, Wyoming, cited for driving 
without vehicle insurance, while his 
license was suspended and unlawful 
use of a registration. He was issued a 
court date and his Jeep was towed 
and impounded.  
   6-2 - Two Bradford residents were 
arrested following a traffic stop. 
Alexis J. B. Green, 32, formerly of 
Colona, was charged with possession 
of methamphetamine, possession of a 
hypodermic syringe, driving without 
vehicle insurance and operating a ve-
hicle with suspended registration.  
   A passenger Dustin E. See, 39, 
Bradford, formerly of Buffalo, Iowa, 
was charged with possession of 
methamphetamine, possession of a 
hypodermic syringe and obstructing 
justice. Both individuals were re-
leased with notices to appear . 
Green’s vehicle was towed and im-
pounded.  
   6-3 - Mason L. Robinson, 26, Sa-
vannah, Ga., was cited for speeding 
35 mph or more over the speed limit. 
The driver was clocked at 90 mph in 
a 45-mph zone. He was issued a 
court date.   
   6-4 - Daniel Kieser, 20, Wyoming, 
ticketed for driving 77 mph in a 55 
zone.  
   6-5 - Marie L. Schloemer, 37, Bet-
tendorf, Iowa, ticketed for speeding 
80 mph in a 55-mph zone.  
   6-5 - A 16-year-old Bradford teen 
was cited for speeding 81 mph in a 
55-mph zone, for driving an unin-
sured vehicle and issued a court date.  
   6-6 - Summer L. Christopher, 32, 
Disputanta, Va., was cited for driving 
while her license was suspended and 
for driving on suspended registration. 
Her vehicle was towed and im-
pounded.  
   6-6 - Troy A. June, 25, Toulon, was 
booked for possession of adult-use 
cannabis by a driver, improper use of 
vehicle registration and illegal trans-
portation of alcohol by a driver. Also 
charged was Hunter L. Donovan, 23,  
of Toulon, charged with possession 
of adult-use cannabis in a vehicle by 
a passenger, threatening a public offi-
cial and resisting or obstructing a 
peace officer. Both men were re-
leased with court dates to appear. A 
2025 Dodge Ram pickup truck pul-
ling a boat trailer and boat was towed 
and impounded.  
   6-7 - Dalton J. Palmer, 30, Cam-
bridge, was cited for driving an unin-
sured vehicle.  
   6-7 - Sara L. Brimhall, 33, Kewa-
nee, was cited for driving on an ex-

pired registration and for illegal 
transportation noted as meth residue. 
Her vehicle was towed and she was 
released with a court date.  
   6-7 - Aaron Martinez, 24, Roanoke, 
Va., was cited for driving while his 
license was suspended. His vehicle 
was towed and he was released with 
a court date.  
  6-7 - Eddron D. Broaden, 43, Belle-
ville, was cited for driving without 
insurance and issued a court date.  
  6-7 - Candace P. Robinson, 37, 
Dunlap, was ticketed for driving on 
expired registration and issued a 
court date.  

Peoria County report 
   5-17 - An Edelstein man said he 
wasn’t injured in a two-vehicle crash 
east of Dunlap that resulted in a hos-
pital visit for the other driver. 
   Kirk Hammer was driving a south-
bound 2007 Chevrolet Impala at 
10:15 a.m. on Illinois Route 40 at 
Cedar Hills Drive when the vehicle 
collided with a 2015 Ford Fiesta 
driven by Nancy A. Hoffman of 
Farmer City, a Peoria County Sher-
iff’s Office report stated. 
   Hoffman was driving west on 
Cedar Hills Drive and thought she 
had a green light, she said. Her ve-
hicle clipped the rear driver’s-side 
fender of the Impala. Hoffman sus-
tained a minor right-hand laceration 
and was transported to OSF Saint 
Francis Medical Center in Peoria. 
Both vehicles were towed. 
   A minor accident resulted from 
lanes being blocked because of this 
wreck. While merging, a 2023 Kia 
K5 driven by Cynthia L. Cravens of 
Bradford struck a 2010 Toyota Tun-
dra driven by Louis V. Holmes of 
Peoria. No injuries were reported. 
Damage was minimal. 

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   6-2 - to a rural address on S. 
County Road to assist Henry County 
with a physical domestic disturbance.   
   6-2 – to speak with a resident in the 
100 block of SE 2nd Ave. in refer-
ence to a city ordinance violation re-
garding furniture left in a yard.   
   6-2 - to speak with a resident in the 
800 block of NE 3rd Ave. in refer-
ence to a city ordinance violation re-
garding a disabled and abandoned 
vehicle parked in the yard.  
   6-2 - to the 00 block of SE 2nd 
Ave. for a complaint of juveniles 
knocking on doors and running away.   
   6-3 - to the 300 block of NW 3rd 
Ave. to check an open door. No one 
was around. The door was secured. 
   6-4 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 200 block of NW 4th Ave., 
Samuel Busick, 29, Towanda, was 
cited for operating a vehicle when 
registration suspended and operating 
an uninsured vehicle. He was re-
leased with a court date.  
   6-4 - to the 300 block of NW 1st 
St. for a neighbor dispute.   
   6-4 - along with Stark County 
Medic to a residence on NE 4th Ave. 
for a suicidal subject.The subject was 
transported for evaluation/treatment.  
   6-4 - As a result of a traffic stop in 
the 1000 block of SE 2nd St., Nich-
olas Dillworth, 33, Robinson, was 
cited for operating a vehicle when 
registration suspended for mandatory 
insurance and issued a court date.  
   6-5 - to assist the Black Hawk area 
task force with a search warrant on a 
residence on W. Division St.  
   6-5 - to the 300 block of NW 1st 
St. for an ongoing neighbor dispute.  
   6-5 - to the 600 block of NW 1st 

St. for a loose and aggressive pitbull.  
Officer spoke to the owner, who ad-
vised their child let the dog out. They 
were warned of Illinois leash laws.  
   6-5 - to Illinois Route 34 east of 
town for a disabled vehicle. The ve-
hicle was moved off the roadway.  
   6-5 - along with Stark County 
Medic to a residence on West Divi-
sion Street for a subject threatening 
suicide. They were transported for 
evaluation/treatment.  
   6-6 - to the 300 block of Commer-
cial St. for a male subject screaming. 
The subject appeared to be suffering 
from a mental-health crisis.  
   6-6 - to the 300 block of NE 1st St. 
for an illegal-burning complaint. The 
resident put the fire out after being 
educated on the city ordinance about 
burning regulations. 
   6-6 - to the 00 block of NE 4th St. 
to assist a citizen apparently suffering 
from a mental-health crisis.  
   6-6 - Steven Ewing, 73, LaFayette, 
was cited for illegal transportation of 
alcohol by a driver in the 1000 block 
of SE 2nd St. 
   6-7 - Andrea Lodato, 32, Galva, 
was cited for operating a vehicle 
when registration suspended and op-
erating an uninsured vehicle in the 
800 block of SE 2nd St. She was re-
leased with a court date. 
   6-7 - two more times to the 00 
block of NE 4th St. to assist a citizen  
apparently suffering from a mental-
health crisis.  
   6-8 - to the 200 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a complaint of an open door 
on a vehicle. During the complaint, 
officer determined that one of the 
subjects had a warrant. As a result, 
Jamie Howard, 36, Galva, was ar-
rested on a Knox County warrant for 
failing to appear on several traffic 
charges. She was taken to the Henry 
County Jail.  
   6-8 - to Illinois Route 34 just west 
of town for a hitchhiker in the road-
way.   
   6-8 - to the 400 block of SW 7th St. 
for a complaint of a young juvenile 
who wandered onto the complai-
nant’s property. A parent arrived 
within minutes looking for the child.  
   6-8 - to the 100 block of SW 5th St. 
and to the 100 block of SE 2nd St. 
for a complaint involving juveniles 
harassing each other. 

Property Transfers 
   6-2 - Payton Montooth to Katelyn 
A. Rumbold - Pt. Sect. 19-13-6 SW - 
230 S. Miller St., Toulon - Consider-
ation = $55,000. 
   6-2 - Leo Pata Holdings, LLC and 
James L. Roesner to ELJUNE Prop-
erties, LLC - Pt. Sect. 36-13-6 SW - 
518 N. Galena Ave., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $0. 
   6-4 - Suzann M. O'Neill to Jack-
son, Farm Trust - Pt. Sect 8-13-7 SE 
and Pt. Sect. 9-13-7 SW - Considera-
tion = $0. 
   6-5 - James M. Nellinger to James 
M. Nellinger, Trust - Pt. Sect. 3-13-7 
SE - Consideration = $0.  

Marriages 
   6-2 - Theresa Rosalia Pelegrino and 
Tammy Audra Palmer, both of Tou-
lon. 
   6-6 - Erin Elizabeth Kieser, Henry 
and Austin James Bahr, Fort Scott, 
Kan. 

Divorces 
   6-6 - Elise Tara Hendrickson, Tou-
lon and Eric E. Hendrickson, Liberty, 
S.C. 
   6-6 - Erica L. Witte, Princeville and 
Aaron A. Witte, Bradford.
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GUEST VOICES

   As a nation we pride ourselves on 
being a democracy. We teach our 
children that the majority rules and 
that the public then adheres to that 
rule. We like the simplicity of the 
concept of majority rules and rarely, 
if ever, consider what we are actually 
saying.  
   Our founding fathers feared the 
rule by a king, as all power then 
rested in that king. That form of gov-
ernment simply doesn’t allow for 
much input by the 
citizens of the 
state. If not a 
king, then what?  
   The opposite is 
government by majority rule, which 
in its simplest form is essentially 
mob rule. The group gathers and the 
majority casts its vote and the rule is 
established. Simple and to the point.  
   The problem with that is logisti-
cally it fails. There are simply too 
many people that need to get together 
and there is no convenient way for 
that to happen. Then there was the in-
herent problem of changes of opinion 
that could happen instantaneously 
over time on divergent issues. Conti-
nuity of government, stability, was in 
question.  
   So, a group of farmers and busi-
nessmen developed a truly unique 
form of government that sought to 
balance America’s disdain for a king 
with its fear of unfettered rule by the 
group. This group of men at its Con-
stitutional Convention devised a con-
stitutional republic with 

representative democracy that has 
been the envy of the world since.  
   By the use of elected representa-
tives we all have a say in the actions 
of government. Through a Constitu-
tion we limit that government power 
and prevent rapid changes of policy 
that harm the nation.  
   All political factions bought into 
the concept, as each knew that would 
have the opportunity to create legis-
lation that they supported. That form 
of government has worked very well 
for this nation, except for those who 
believe they have the inherent right 
to protest the government outside of 
the legislative process.  
   This past weekend in Los Angelos 
we witnessed those who believe they 
do not have to conform to the rule of 
law if they can impose their will on 
the nation by riot. We are not speak-
ing of a protest march or civil ex-
change. We are speaking of property 
damage, theft, defacing buildings and 
assault on others and the police.  
   We all understand that the nation 
has a serious immigration problem. 
The United States has a well devel-
oped and defined immigration pro-
cess to allow entry into this nation by 
those of other countries. It worked, 
until it didn’t.  
   President Biden chose not to en-
force the immigrations laws that 
were and are on the books. President 
Trump has made it a mainstay of his 
administration to remove those who 
are in this country illegally.  
   I realizesome of those in this coun-

try have been here for years, have 
raised families here and are gainfully 
employed. There is certainly an argu-
ment for empathy for them. But there 
are also people who have no desire to 
assimilate into the society and be 
productive to the nation. Those indi-
viduals are simply criminals.  
   We have a Congress that is the au-
thorized venue to address the im-
migration problem, as our 
constitutional forbears mandated. We 
have a president as authorized by the 
Constitution to enforce the law of the 
land. Those are the parties to address 
the immigration issues facing the na-
tion, not a group of self-absorbed 
rioters. 
   Those who are rioting in Los An-
geles have no interest in the better-
ment of this nation. They are simply 
anarchists seeking power through 
mob rule. The only thing these 
people respect or fear is a greater 
power.  
   That being said, the country needs 
to support the government that is try-
ing to protect the residents and prop-
erty rights of those in Los Angeles. 
The nation has national security and 
sovereignty issues at stake with these 
riots and needs to protect itself. 
Peaceful protests need to be pro-
tected by the government. In like 
fashion, those who riot need to go 
to jail.  
   The nation cannot bow down to 
mob rule.  
     Richard Koritz is an Illinois native and 
former DeWitt County state’s attorney.

Mob rule should not be tolerated

Richard 
KORITZ
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Energy group awards grants in Stark Co.
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – Apex 
Clean Energy has awarded 
more than $15,000 in 
grants in Stark County in 
its latest round of the Gold-
rush Apple Wind Commu-
nity Grant Program.  
   Apex Clean Energy is de-
veloping Goldrush Apple 
Wind, a proposed wind-
energy project in rural Peo-
ria, Stark and Marshall 
counties with the potential 
to generate 900 megawatts 
of energy.   
   Grants are allocated 
quarterly to support pro-
grams serving Peoria, Mar-
shall and Stark County 
through economic devel-
opment, environmental 
sustainability, education, 
and health and recreation 
opportunities. 
   During this cycle, Apex 
recognized the Stark 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, the 
Stark Council for Continu-
ous Improvement, the Wy-
oming Chamber of 
Commerce and the Wyo-
ming Fire Protection Dis-
trict. 
   “We are grateful to the 
landowners, community 
leaders and business part-
ners across the three 
counties,” said Shelley 
Schwab, director of devel-
opment for Apex. “It is 
wonderful to be part of a 
regional effort, coordi-

nating our resources and 
talents to benefit each local 
community.” 
   • The Stark County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District was awarded a 
grant to support outreach 
activities and educational 
resources. These include 
an annual Conservation 
Day for area students and 
events focused on the im-
portance of sustainability 
and highlighting women 
working in conservation.  
   • The Stark Council for 
Continuous Improvement, 
formed to strengthen com-
munity ties and attract new 
residents, businesses and 
tourists to Stark County, 
received funding to sup-
port its marketing and out-
reach program.  
   The grant will help pro-
mote new housing and 

subdivision construction in 
the Toulon-Wyoming area. 
   • The Wyoming Fire Pro-
tection District received a 
grant to purchase 12 new 
fire protective helmets and 
continue efforts to update 
its safety standards. The 
volunteer fire department 
has stations in both Wyo-
ming and Speer. 
   • The Wyoming 
Chamber of Commerce re-
ceived funds to help beau-
tify the downtown to 
support the community and 
local businesses.  
   “Making the downtown a 
beautiful and welcoming 
place will attract customers 
to spend more time shop-
ping and dining,” said Lori 
Poppe Hiltabrand, the 
Chamber’s chief operating 
officer and general coun-
sel. 
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Police seeks public 
help with investigation 
   EAST MOLINE – The Illinois 
State Police Division of Criminal 
Investigation Zone 2 East Moline 
Major Crimes is investigating a 
Henry County homicide stemming 
from a missing persons report 
where the victim was later found 
deceased. 
   On May 27, the Kewanee Police 
Department requested the assistance 
of ISP special agents with a missing 
persons investigation. The victim, 
Catrell Reed, was reported missing 
to the Kewanee Police Department. 
   On May 30, Reed was found de-
ceased on a property near the inter-
section of Illinois Route 81 and 
East 2350th Street west of Kewa-
nee. On June 2, an autopsy revealed 
Reed’s death was a result of a homi-
cide. 
   If anyone has information regard-
ing this investigation, contact ISP 
Special Agent Walt Willis at (309) 
948-4818 or submit a tip via email 
to ISP.CRIMETIPS@illinois.gov. 
College graduates 
   • Katie Kocan of Galva gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude (3.9 gpa or 
higher) from Millikin University 
with University Honors and two de-
grees: a bachelor of science in film 
and video production and a bach-
elor of arts in theater. 
College honors 
   • Paige Rewerts of Wyoming 
made the Dean’s list (3.75 gpa or 
better) at Elmhurst University for 
the spring 2025 semester. 

   • Blake Orwig, of Wyoming, 
made the Dean’s list (3.5 gpa or 
better) at Monmouth College for the 
spring 2025 semester. 
Wyoming church hosts 
blood drive June 26 
   WYOMING – The Gathering 
Church at 105 N. 7th St. will host a 

community blood drive on June 26, 
from 12- 6p.m. Contact Julie Wages 
at (309) 370-0961 or via email at 
juliew@thegathering.life.

BRIEFS

MSW Projects added new handicap-accessible vehicles in April that are equiped and ready to 
take passengers where they need to go. Travelers in need can call (309) 364-2287 to make a 
reservation.

Pictured above is Shelley Collis, recipient of 
the June Property Pride from the Galva 
Ready to Grow Committee for her home at 
710 NW 7th Ave. Collis is pictured with her 
dog Norah and her father, Dale Collis, who 
helps her with yard work. Photo by Carol 
Townsend.

Bradford CUSD 1 held a Panther Stomp 
event earlier this spring that raised $1,251 
for the Mummert family of Bradford. 
Pictured are (left to right) Kymber 
Mummert, Kylie Mummert, Bradford 
Superintendent of Schools Chad Gripp, 
Brady Mummert and Milo Mummert. 
Kymber also received a box of items from 
the American Heart Association. Submitted 
photo.
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Economist says rural economy is softening
By DANIEL GRANT 

FarmWeek 
   Creighton University’s 
Rural Mainstreet Index 
shows economic con-
ditions are certainly tight-
ening across America’s 
Heartland. 
   But the downturn so far 
has not reached anywhere 
near what was experienced 
during the infamous 1980s 
farm crisis, according to 
Ernie Goss, chair in re-
gional economics at 
Creighton’s Heider College 
of Business. 
   “Farmers have been very 
judicious in paying back 
their loans and getting 
loans. And bankers have 
been judicious about lend-
ing,” Goss told DeLoss 
Jahnke of the RFD Radio 
Network. “So, right now, 
the delinquency rates are 
not that high. 
   “Now, (delinquency 
rates) are up, but not as 

high as I would’ve ex-
pected,” he said 
   The Federal Reserve 
Bank of Chicago reported 
the index of repayment 
rates on non-real estate 
farm loans declined in the 
first quarter compared to 
last year. It was the sixth 
consecutive quarterly de-
cline. 
   But farmland values in 
the Chicago Fed’s district 
increased another 1% last 
quarter compared to the 
previous year. Meanwhile, 
average cash rental rates 
for 2025 dipped 2% in the 
Chicago Fed’s district, the 
first decline since 2020 as 
commodity prices remain 

under pressure. 
   Other key findings in the 
latest index from around 
the Midwest showed farm-
land prices sank below 
growth neutral for the 12th 
time in the past 13 months 
and farm equipment sales 

dropped below growth 
neutral for the 21st consec-
utive month. 
   Goss believes the chal-
lenges make a case for the 
Federal Reserve to lower 
interest rates during its 
next meeting June 17-18. 
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OBITUARIES
Robert L. Beamer 

   WEST JERSEY – Robert L. 
Beamer, 84, of West Jersey, passed 
away on Thursday, June 5, 2025, at 
his home. Born in Milwaukee on 
Oct. 26, 1940, he was the son of 
Phillip and Arleen 
(Botsch) Beamer.  
   On Oct. 31, 
1964, he married 
Judith Winn in 
Elmira. She sur-
vives.   
   Also surviving 
are two daugh-
ters, Carol (Alex) 
Ingels of Galva and Kathy (Jerod 
Wagher) Beamer of West Jersey; 10 
grandchildren, Austin Ingels, Dex-
ter Ingels, Emma Wallace, John In-
gels, Ella Ingels, Eli Ingels, Holden 
Ingels, Harper Ingels, Layne (Ary 
Westfall) Steward and Jacob (Ivy 
Hengl) Steward; a brother, John 
(Pat) Beamer of Toulon; and his be-
loved cat, Griffin. He was preceded 
in death by his parents.  
   Following graduation from Tou-
lon High School, Bob served as a 
member of the Army National 
Guard. He attended Illinois State 
University, then went on to gradu-
ate from the Caterpillar Inc. Ap-
prentice Program. Bob worked his 
career at Caterpillar as a tool-room 
supervisor for 35 years. He was an 
avid billiards player and St. Louis 
Cardinals fan and loved spending 
time with his family.  
   A funeral service was to take place 
on Thursday, June 12, 2025, at Has-
kell Funeral and Cremation Services 
in Wyoming, at noon. Burial was to 
take place privately at West Jersey 
Cemetery. Visitation was at the fu-
neral home Wednesday, June 11.  
   In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions can be made to the Tou-
lon Public Library.  
   Condolences may be left for 
Bob’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Carol R. Buckman 
   PEORIA – Carol R. Buckman, 86, 
of Peoria, formerly of Chillicothe 
and Bradford, passed away at 11:50 
p.m. on Tuesday, June 3, at OSF 
Saint Francis Medical Center in 
Peoria, surrounded by family. 
   Carol was born on Nov. 29, 1938, 
in Peoria, the daughter of Raymond 
and Helen (Ferris) Cook. She mar-
ried Gerald Buckman on March 19, 
1955.  
   Carol is sur-
vived by her chil-
dren, Cynthia 
(Luis) Ramirez of 
Springfield, Va., 
Michael Buck-
man of Lake in 
the Hills, Ill., Val-
erie Tardiff of 
Peoria, Daniel (Mary) Buckman of 
Granite Falls, Wash., and David 
Buckman of Fountain Hills, Ariz. 
Also surviving are her granddaugh-
ters Jillian Bearce, Kellie Wads-
worth, Hannah McKenny and her 
grandsons Spencer Ramirez and 
Gerald Buckman. Carol also had 
five great-grandchildren. 
   Carol was preceded in death by 
her husband of 41 years, her par-
ents, sister Donna Smith and 
brother Philip Cook. 
   Carol attended Woodruff High 
School in Peoria. She managed 
Decker’s Family Shoe Store in 
Chillicothe for many years before 
retiring to spend time with her 
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. 
   Funeral mass will be Tuesday, 
June 17, 2025, at St. John the Bap-
tist Catholic Church in Bradford 
with the Rev. John Baptist Uwigaba 
officiating. Burial will immediately 
follow in St. John’s Cemetery. Visi-
tation will be from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. at Grant-Johnson Funeral 
Home in Bradford prior to the serv-
ices on Tuesday, June 17. 
   In lieu of flowers, memorials may 

be made to the Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation or any Alzheimer’s charity of 
your choice. 

Polly A. Philbee 
   PRINCEVILLE – Polly A. 
(Golden) Philbee, 64, of Princeville, 
passed away suddenly on Wednes-
day, June 4, 2025, at OSF Saint Fran-
cis Medical Center in Peoria.  
   Born in Peoria on Feb. 9, 1961, she 
was the daughter of Charles Golden 
and Carol (Vanderford) and stepchild 
to Edward Simpson. On Dec. 11, 
2004, she married Rick Philbee. 
After 21 years together, he survives.  
   Also surviving is a child, Stone 
Riggen; stepchildren Kyle (Kate) 
Philbee, Christopher (Sheena) Phil-
bee and Hailey (Ryan) Norbom; 
eight grandchildren; brothers Jim 
Golden, Brad Golden and Mike 
Golden; sisters Linda Simmons, Judy 
Hart, Michelle Berry and Mendy No-
blin; and many nieces and nephews.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents and two step-siblings, Peggy 
Sargant and Mike Simpson.  
   Polly worked as a bookkeeper for 
nearly 20 years at The Salvation 
Army. She delighted in her grand-
children, loved her friends and 
family dearly and spread so much joy 
wherever she went. 
   Her funeral was on Monday, June 
9, 2025, at Haskell Funeral and Cre-
mation Services in Princeville. Pastor 
Kate Philbee, officiating. Burial was 
in Glendale Cemetery in Elmore.  
   Condolences may be left for 
Polly’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com.  

Claudia J. Wilson 
   PEORIA – Claudia Jean Wilson, 
91, of Princeville, formerly of Peo-
ria, passed away peacefully on June 
4, 2025, at the OSF Richard L. 
Owens Hospice Home in Peoria. 
   Funeral services were June 7, 
2025, at Princeville Baptist Church. 
Burial was in Mount Hawley Ceme-
tery in Peoria. To view the full obit-
uary or to leave condolences visit 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 
 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life  
1st Congregational Church of Toulon 

Reverend David Graham 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night Fellowship & Prayer 5:30 

Kids Club 309 5:15 checkin to 7:00 p.m. 
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
202 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

 Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Adult Discussion Group, 5:30 p.m.  
Worship (in Luther Hall) 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, 10 a.m. Children's Sunday School 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL  

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m.,   Sun. at 9 a.m.,   Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191 
Fr. Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 
newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 

 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 
 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  

to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Beamer

Buckman
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   1. AD SLOGANS: Which retail chain urges consumers to "Expect More. Pay Less"? 
   2. MATH: What is an obelus? 
   3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president was the last to own 
slaves? 
   4. LITERATURE: Author Ian Fleming's Jamaican estate has the same name as which 
James Bond movie? 
   5. TELEVISION: How many seasons of "Wheel of Fortune" did Pat Sajak host? 
   6. SCIENCE: What are cordyceps? 
   7. MOVIES: Which actor/comedian/filmmaker made his film debut in the movie "Don-
nie Darko"? 
   8. ACRONYMS: What does the acronym BBC stand for? 
   9. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is the only bird that can fly backward?  
   10. FOOD & DRINK: What is a mirepoix? 
Answers 

TOP 10 MOVIES
1. Lilo & Stitch (PG)  
2. Mission: Impossible - The Final 
Reckoning (PG-13)  
3. Karate Kid: Legends (PG-13)  
4. Final Destination: Bloodlines (R)  
5. Bring Her Back (R)  

6. Sinners (R)  
7. Thunderbolts* (PG-13)  
8. Friendship (R) 
9. The Last Rodeo (PG)  
10. J-Hope Tour: Hope on the 
Stage (NR)  
 (c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

   1. Target. 
   2. The division sign. 
   3. Ulysses Grant. 
   4. "GoldenEye." 
   5. 41. 
   6. A type of fungus or mushroom. 

   7. Seth Rogen. 
   8. British Broadcasting Corp. 
   9. Hummingbird. 
   10. A recipe base of onion, celery and 
         carrots. 
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Princeville Heritage Days begin June 19
For The Prairie News 

   PRINCEVILLE – A vari-
ety of family entertainment 
and fun is coming to 
Princeville Heritage Days.  
   New this year, the 
Princeville Civic Associa-
tion will have a $100 
drawing every evening 
throughout Heritage Days. 
Visit the PCA tent from 5-
7:45 p.m. each evening to 
enter. Participants must be 
18 and older to enter and 
present to win. Winners 
will be announced each 
night at 8 p.m.   
   Presale Carnival ride 
tickets are on sale through 
June 16 at American Liq-
uor & Foodmart, Dirt Road 
Designs, The Feed Store, 
High Voltage, Princeville 
Community Bank, Prince-
ville Pharmacy, Princeville 
Prints and Princeville State 
Bank. Presale ticket prices 
are $18 for 24 tickets. 

Schedule of Events 
   • Thursday, June 19: Car-
nival and food tent opens 
in Stevens Square at 5 
p.m., featuring Lions Club 
sandwiches, Masons onion 
rings and lemon shakeups, 
the St. Jude water and soda 
stand and a selection of 
pies and desserts from our 
local churches.  
   Bingo runs from at 5-7 
p.m. in the Lillie M. Evans 
Library tent, voting for the 

Cutest Pet Contest at the 
PCA is from 5-8 p.m. 
   At the Main Stage, a 
community sing-along is 
offered from 7-8 p.m.; the 
first PCA $100 drawing 
winner will be announced 
at 8 p.m.; and our Chris 
Delbridge performs from 
8:30-9:30 p.m. 
   • Friday, June 20: The 
Lillie M. Evans Library’s 
Art show begins at 9 a.m. 
with an opening reception 
from 4:30-5 p.m., the food 
tent and carnival opens at 5 
p.m. in Stevens Square and 
Cutest Pet voting continues 
at the PCA table from 5-8 
p.m.  
  At the Main Stage, Vaca-
tion Bible School performs 
at 5:30 p.m., the Prince-
ville football auction runs 
from 6-7:30 p.m., the PCA 
$100 drawing winner will 
be announced at 8 p.m. and 
the alternative rock band 
Live Plants Band performs 
from 8-9 p.m.  
   The beer garden at High 
Voltage opens at 5 p.m., 
where Kickapoo Junction 
performs from 8:30- 1:30 
p.m. followed by a DJ 
from 11:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. 
   • Saturday, June 21: The 
Lions Club serves break-
fast from 8-10 a.m., the 5K 
Run/Walk begins at 8 a.m. 
(registration starts at 7 
a.m.) at the LME Library 

and the library’s art show 
opens at 9 a.m.  
   The Heritage Days 
parade begins at 3 p.m. and 
the carnival opens immedi-
ately after. Dennis and Jane 
Stoecker are the 2025 
grand marshals and the 
parade theme is “The 50s,” 
Prizes will be awarded for 
first-, second- and third-
place parade entries. 
   A variety of free chil-
dren’s activities are avail-
able in Stevens Square 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. in-
cluding rock painting, a 
magic show and face 
painting.  
   Voting for The Cutest Pet 
concludes at the PCA table 
from 5-6 p.m.  
   At the Main Stage, the 
Incredible 45s perform 
from 6-8 p.m.  
  The beer garden at High 
Voltage opens at 5 p.m. 
with live music by Galactic 
Empress from 8:30-11:30 
p.m. with a DJ closing 
from 11:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. 
   Princeville Heritage 
Days is hosted by the 
Princeville Civic Associa-
tion, a group organized to 
promote community and 
economic development in 
Princeville that also spon-

sors a Halloween cookout, 
Small Business Saturday 
and the Tree Lighting and 
Holiday Stroll. The PCA 
also provides scholarships 
to graduating seniors and 
encourages community 
volunteerism. To join, at-
tend a meeting. For more 
information visit prince-
villecivicassociation.pbwor
ks.com or the group’s 
Facebook page. 
   Event sponsors are: 
   • Platinum Plus: Village 
of Princeville, Lion’s Club 
and Four Creeks LLC. 
   • Platinum: Apex Clean 
Energy, Central Landscap-
ing, EB Buildings & 
Lumber Co, Stewart Seed 
Co and the Masons. 
   • Gold: German-Bliss 
Equipment, Haskell Fu-
neral & Cremation Serv-
ices, Princeville 
Community Bank, Ryan 
Williams Country Finan-
cial and Seneca Food 
Corp. 
   • Silver: Elmwood Insur-
ance Services, LME Li-
brary and Friends, 
Princeville Tire Solutions, 
Priority Plumbing Plus, 
Inc., R&N Trucking, 
   • Bronze: Raylene’s 
Beauty Salon.

• Big Sale - on June 20 @ 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. and June 21 @ 8 a.m.- 2 
p.m. – Primitive and rustic furniture, wall décor, wood window 
frames, bird houses, wood snow fence; Americana, nautical and lodge 
items; new lift recliner from Ashley; band saw, belt sander and much 
more! 415 N. Madison, Wyoming.

GARAGE SALE



TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 202100036 

TO: 
Lorre Sprague 
Lorre Sprague 
Occupant 
Stark County Clerk 
Estate of Lorraine Mueller Grigsby 
Estate of Howard Mueller 
Estate of Lorraine Mueller Grigsby 
Howard Mueller 
   Persons in occupancy or actual 
possession of said property; 
Unknown owners or parties 
interested in said land or lots. 
   A Petition for Tax Deed on 
premise described below has been 
filed with the Circuit Clerk of  
STARK County, IL as Case No. 
2025TX4 
   The Property is located at: 
SW of intersection 1050 N Rd and 
1600 E Rd, Bradford IL 61421 
Property Index Number: 05-10-400-
001 
   Said Property was sold on 
10/25/2022 for Delinquent Real 
Estate Taxes and/or Special 
Assessments for  
the year 2021. 
   The period of redemption will 
expire on 9/24/2025.  On 
10/17/2025 at 9:00 AM the 
Petitioner will make application to 
such Court in said County for an 
Order for Issuance of a Tax Deed. 
1095 Investments, LLC,  
Petitioner 

Published 5/30, 6/6, 6/13/25 
• • • 

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 202100027 

TO: 
Timmy Gibson 
Elizabeth Gibson 
Occupant 
Elizabeth Gibson 
Tidewater Finance Co 
Beneficial Illinois Inc 
Stark County Clerk 
   Persons in occupancy or actual 
possession of said property; 
Unknown owners or parties inter-
ested in said land or lots. 
   A Petition for Tax Deed on prem-
ise described below has been filed 
with the Circuit Clerk of  
STARK County, IL as Case No. 
2025TX3 
   The Property is located at: 
519 N GALENA AVE, WYOMING IL 
61491 
Property Index Number: 04-36-302-
005 
   Said Property was sold on 
10/25/2022 for Delinquent Real Es-
tate Taxes and/or Special Assess-
ments for  
the year 2021. 
   The period of redemption will ex-
pire on 9/24/2025.  On 10/17/2025 
at 9:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of 
a Tax Deed. 
1095 Investments, LLC,  
Petitioner 
Published 5/30, 6/6, 6/13/25 

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 

CERTIFICATE NO. 202100024 
TO: 
Joe Tracy 
Donna Tracy 
Joe Tracy 
Spouse of Joe Tracy 
Donna Tracy 
Spouse of Donna Tracy 
Occupant 
Capital One 
Stark County Clerk 
   Persons in occupancy or actual 
possession of said property; 
Unknown owners or parties inter-
ested in said land or lots. 
   A Petition for Tax Deed on prem-
ise described below has been filed 
with the Circuit Clerk of  
STARK County, IL as Case No. 
2025TX2 
   The Property is located at: 
211 N WASHINGTON ST, TOULON 
IL 61483 
Property Index Number: 04-19-320-
004 
   Said Property was sold on 
10/25/2022 for Delinquent Real Es-
tate Taxes and/or Special Assess-
ments for the year 2021. 
   The period of redemption will ex-
pire on 9/24/2025.  On 10/17/2025 
at 9:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of 
a Tax Deed. 
1095 Investments, LLC,  
Petitioner 
Published 5/30, 6/6, 6/13/25 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 
ESTATE OF MAXINE P. BOMLENY, 
No. 2025 PR 6 
Deceased 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Maxine P. Bomleny. Letters of Office 
were issued on May 16, 2025, to 
Leah Sue Taylor as Independent Ex-
ecutor whose attorneys are Barash 
& Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Stark County Courthouse, 
Toulon, Illinois, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, on or before De-
cember 4, 2025. Any claim not filed 
by that date is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.  E-filing 
is now mandatory for documents in 
civil cases with limited exemptions. 
To e-file, you must first create an ac-
count with an e-filing service pro-
vider.  
   Visit:http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov 
/service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  http://www.illi-
noiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, or 
talk with your local circuit clerk’s of-
fice.  
Barash & Everett, LLC  
Attorney for Executor  
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 
(309) 852-5555 
Published 5/30, 6/6, 6/13/25 

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CASE NO.  2025TX7 
   To: Lorre Grigsby a/k/a Lorre 
Sprague; Spouse of Lorre Grigsby 
a/k/a Lorre Sprague; Lorraine & 
Lorre Sprague; Paul Knobloch, 
Potential Farmer; Charles Mueller, 
Potential Farmer; Heather Hollis, 
Stark County Clerk; Persons in 
occupancy or actual possession of 
said property, unknown owners or 
parties claiming any right, interest or 
title in the described real estate: 
 
Property located at:  
Penn Township Farmland, No 911 
Address, Stark County, IL 
Property Index No. 05-08-300-001 
Tax Sale Certificate No. 202100034 
AND 
Property located at:                           
Penn Township Farmland, No 911 
Address, Stark County, IL 
Property Index No.                            
05-10-300-002 
Tax Sale Certificate No.                      
202100035 
AND 
Property located at:                           
Penn Township Farmland, No 911 
Address, Stark County, IL 
Property Index No.                            
05-13-400-001 
Tax Sale Certificate No.                      
202100037 
 
   This property was sold on October 
25, 2022 for delinquent general 
taxes for the year of 2021.  A 
Petition for Tax Deed for this 
property was filed on April 16, 2025. 
   Your right to redeem the property 
from the sale will expire on October 
8, 2025.  If you fail to redeem by 
that date, the court may enter a 
judgment granting petitioner a tax 
deed. 
   This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this county in 
Toulon, Illinois on December 12, 
2025 at 2 PM before Judge Mack, or 
whomever may be sitting in his or 
her stead. 
 
JICTB, INC., Petitioner 
Angela L. Tucker, Esq. 
JICTB, INC. 
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100 
Champaign, IL  61821 
Published 6/13, 6/20, 6/27/25 

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CASE NO.  2025TX5 
   To: Gwen Ames a/k/a Gwen 
Cullop; Spouse of Gwen Ames a/k/a 
Gwen Cullop; Kasity Yanez; William 
Yanez; Princeville State Bank; 
Heather Hollis, Stark County Clerk; 

Persons in occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties claiming 
any right, interest or title in the 
described real estate: 
 
Property located at:  
102 N Galena Ave, Wyoming, IL 
Property Index No.  04-36-318-006 
Tax Sale Certificate No.  202100032 
 
   This property was sold on October 
25, 2022 for delinquent general 
taxes for the year of 2021.  A 
Petition for Tax Deed for this 
property was filed on April 16, 2025. 
   Your right to redeem the property 
from the sale will expire on October 
8, 2025.  If you fail to redeem by 
that date, the court may enter a 
judgment granting petitioner a tax 
deed. 
   This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this county in 
Toulon, Illinois on December 12, 
2025 at 2 PM before Judge Mack, or 
whomever may be sitting in his or 
her stead. 

JICTB, INC., Petitioner 
Angela L. Tucker, Esq. 
JICTB, INC. 
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100 
Champaign, IL  61821 
Published 6/13, 6/20, 6/27/25 

• • • 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF ORDINANCE 

NO. 25-2 
   AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND 
ASSESS A TAX FOR TOULON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT OF THE 
COUNTIES OF STARK, AND KNOX, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 
2025 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2026. 
   BE IT ORDAINED, that the Toulon 
Public Library District of the 
Counties of Stark and Knox, State of 
Illinois, shall levy a tax of .02 
percent of the value of all taxable 
property within said District, for 
building and maintenance purpose, 
subject to the right of the electors in 
said District to petition and require 
an election concerning the 
imposition of such additional tax, 
pursuant to 75 ILCS 16/35-5. 
   BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that 
within fifteen (15) days from the 
date of adoption of the resolution by 
the corporate authorities, it shall be 
published in the Prairie News, a 
newspaper of general circulation in 
the Toulon Public Library District. 
   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have 
hereunder set our hands in Toulon, 
Illinois this June 9th, 2025 to be 
effective immediately upon 
adoption. 
    1. The specific number of voters 
required to sign a petition 
requesting that the question of 
adoption of the ordinance be 
submitted to the electors of the 
District is 132   
   2. The petition must be filed on or 
before July 18, 2025. 
   3. The referendum would be held 
March 17, 2026. 

Roberta Cinnamon 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees 

of the Toulon Public Library District 
c/o Toulon Public Library District 

617 E. Jefferson Street 
Toulon, IL  61483 

Posted:  June 9, 2025 
Published 6/13/25 

• • • 
 ORDINANCE NO. 25-2 

   AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND 
ASSESS A TAX FOR TOULON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT OF THE 
COUNTIES OF STARK, AND KNOX, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 
2024 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2025. 
   BE IT ORDAINED, that the Toulon 
Public Library District of the 
Counties of Stark and Knox, State of 
Illinois, shall levy a tax of .02 
percent of the value of all taxable 
property within said District, for 
building and maintenance purpose, 
subject to the right of the electors in 
said District to petition and require 
an election concerning the 
imposition as such additional tax, 
pursuant to 75 ILCS 16/35-5. 
    BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that 
within fifteen (15) days from the 
date of adoption of the resolution, it 
shall be published in the Prairie 
News, a newspaper of general 
circulation in the Toulon Public 
Library District. 
    IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have 
hereunder set our hands in Toulon, 
Illinois this 9th day of June, 2025. 

President of the Board of Trustees 
of the Toulon Public Library District 

ATTEST: 
Roberta Cinnamon, Secretary 

June 9, 2025 
Published 6/13/25 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

14TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
ESTATE OF James E. Erdman, 
No. 2025PR65 
Deceased. 
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND LEGATEES 

AND CLAIM NOTICE 
TO: Kenneth Erdman III                       
   Notice is given of the death of 
James E. Erdman 
   Notice is also given to the above 
who are heirs or legatees in the 
above proceeding to probate a will 
and whose name or address is not 
stated in the petition to admit the 
will to probate, that an order was 
entered by the court on the 4th of 
June, 2025, admitting the will to 
probate. 
   Letters of Office were issued on 
June 4, 2025 to Leanne Williams as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC, 
211 W. 2nd St., Kewanee, IL 61443. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Court, Cambridge, Illinois 61238, or 
with the representative, or both on 
or before December 15th, 2025.  
Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed. 
   Within 42 days after the effective 
date of the original order of 
admission you may file a petition 
with the court to require proof of the 
will by testimony of the witnesses to 
the will in open court or other 
evidence, as provided in section 6-
21 of the Probate Act of 1975 (755 
ILCS 5/6-21). 
   You also have the right under 
section 8-1 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the validity of 
the will by filing a petition with the 
court within 6 months after 
admission of the will to probate. 
   The estate will be administered 
without court supervision, unless 
under Section 28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4) any 
interested person terminates 
independent administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the clerk.  
You may obtain a copy of a form of 
a petition to terminate independent 
administration from the clerk of the 
court at the address set out below. 
Filings are to be made with: 
Henry County, Circuit Clerk 
Courthouse, Cambridge, Illinois 
61238 
Published 6/13, 6/20, 6/27/25 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
ESTATE OF JAMES E. ERDMAN, 
Deceased                                            
No. 2025 PR 65 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
James E. Erdman. Letters of Office 
were issued on June 4th, 2025, to 
Leanne Williams as Independent 
Executor whose attorneys are 
Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, 
Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or before 
December 15th, 2025. Any claim not 
filed by that date is barred. Copies of 
a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.  
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider.  
   Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ 
service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit:  
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/g
ethelp.asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.  
 
Barash & Everett, LLC   
Attorney for Executor     
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee, IL 61443 

(309) 852-5555 
Published 6/13, 6/20, 6/27/25 

• • • 
NOTICE OF SALE 

of Property Owned by  
the City of Galva and Invitation  

to Bid Thereon 
   PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT the 
corporate authorities of the City of 
Galva will receive sealed bids for 
the purchase, under the successful 
bid, of the fee simple interest in the 
following real property: 
   The property commonly referred 
to as The Windish Mill Lot, Galva, 
IL 61434 which property has been 
assigned PIN # 24-28-485-013 and 
which is legally described as: E16 
LOT 1 BLK 46 & PT ST E & ADJ 
ORIG TOWN CITY OF GALVA said 
property being appraised for 
$775.00 (seven hundred seventy 
five dollars) which appraisal is on 
file with the Galva City Clerk. 
   Bids for the purchase of the 
aforesaid interest in the above 
described property are hereby 
invited and will be received by the 
City Clerk at 311 N. W. 4th Avenue, 
Galva, Illinois, during normal 
working days between the hours of  
8:00 AM and 4:30 PM until 02 
July, 2025. Said proposals shall be 
contained within an opaque 
envelope addressed to: 

Mayor and City Council 
City of Galva 
c/o City Clerk 

311 N. W. 4th Avenue 
Galva, IL 61434 

and shall bear the legend: 
PROPOSAL – SALE OF WINDISH 
MILL LOT 
   All bids received will be publicly 
opened and read aloud at the 
regular meeting of the corporate 
authorities of the City of Galva to 
be held at 6:00 p.m. on 07 July 
2025. 
   A contract may be awarded to 
the highest, most responsible 
bidder whose bid is found to be in 
the best interests of the City of 
Galva, so long as that bid meets 
the minimum bid amount of 

$775.00 (seven hundred seventy 
five dollars.  The corporate 
authorities reserve the right to 
reject any and all bids and to waive 
any informalities or irregularities in 
the bidding.  The corporate 
authorities further reserve the right 
to review and study any and all 
bids and to make a contract award 
within 45 days after the bids have 
been opened and publicly read. 
   Bidders are encouraged to 
submit proposals for the 
development of the lot upon which 
they will be bidding.  Development 
proposals should include, but are 
not limited to: an abstract of 
bidders building plans and 
specifications, a statement of 
financial capacity, a statement of 
other financial arrangements to 
facilitate performance of the 
contract, name of financial 
institution with contact 
information, line of credit 
(personal, special-purpose, or 
otherwise), or other statements 
indicating the financial capacity to 
perform the stated purpose upon 
which the bid proposal is based. 
   The corporate authorities reserve 
the right to include penalty clauses 
in any and all contracts awarded to 
successful bidders.  Penalties may 
include, but may not be limited, to: 
monetary damages due the City for 
non-performance of the 
contractual terms, forfeiture of the 
lot for non-performance, loss of 
building permit fees and other 
assessments which may become a 
part of a development contract. 
   Any prospective bidder may 
inspect the “Land Appraisal 
Report” for any and all lots upon 
which they wish to bid at the City 
Clerk’s office during normal 
working hours.  The City Clerk’s 
office may be reached by calling 
(309) 932-2555 or in writing to: 
City Clerk, City of Galva, 311 N. W. 
4th Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434. 
Published 6/13, 6/20, 6/27/25 

• • •
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LEGAL ADS
 CLAIM NOTICE 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  
OF ILLINOIS – STARK COUNTY 

In Re ESTATE OF  
ROBERT D. KIESER,                                             CC 2025PR5 
Deceased.                          
 
   NOTICE is given to creditors of the death of ROBERT D. KIESER on 
April 19, 2025.  Letters of Office were issued by the above entitled 
Court to KELLY L. KIESER, of 205 West Grove Street, Wyoming, 
Illinois 61491, as Executor, whose attorneys of record are WHITNEY 
& POTTS, LTD., 118 West Main Street, P. O. Box 368, Elmwood, 
Illinois, 61529-0368.  Claims against the Estate may be filed in the 
Circuit Clerk's Of fice, Stark County Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois, or 
with the repre senta tive or both on or before the 5th day of December, 
2025, or if maili ng or delivery of a Notice from the representative is 
required by Sec. 18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in 
that Notice.  Every claim filed must be in writing and state sufficient 
information to notify the representative of the nature of the claim or 
other relief sought.  Any claim not filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claim ant to the representative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has been filed and the claimant shall file 
with the Court, proof of any required mailing or delivery of copies. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions.  To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-
filing service provider.  Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider.  If you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
   DATED this 16th day of May, 2025.  
                                        KELLY L. KIESER, Executor of  
                                        the Estate of ROBERT D. KIESER, Deceased.  
ASHLEE E. STABLER, Esq. 
WHITNEY & POTTS, LTD. 
Attorneys for Executor 
118 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 368 
Elmwood, IL  61529-0368 
Telephone: (309) 742-3611 
ashlee@whitneyandpotts.com 
Published 5/30, 6/6, 6/13/25 



By PETER HANCOCK 
Capitol News Illinois 

   Gun rights advocates once again 
are asking a federal appeals court in 
Chicago to overturn Illinois’ ban on 
assault-style firearms and large-ca-
pacity magazines in a case that may 
be destined for the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 
   In briefs filed last Friday with the 
7th Circuit Court of Appeals, attor-
neys representing plaintiffs challeng-
ing the law urged the court to uphold 
the decision of a lower court judge in 
East St. Louis who said the law vio-
lates the Second Amendment be-
cause it bans weapons that are 
commonly used for lawful purposes 
like self-defense. 
   Illinois Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul’s office is appealing that deci-
sion, arguing that the weapons 
banned under the law such as the 
AK-47, AR-15 and other similar 
firearms are primarily military in 
nature and therefore are not pro-
tected by the Second Amendment. 
   The state has until June 27 to file a 
response to the gun industry’s brief. 
The court is then expected to set a 
date for oral arguments, possibly 
later this year. 
   The 7th Circuit has already been 
asked multiple times to block en-
forcement of the law while legal 
challenges made their way through 
the courts, and each time it has re-
fused to do so. 
   Most notably, in November 2023, 
the court refused to issue a prelimi-
nary injunction to block enforcement 
of the state law along with local bans 
in Naperville and Cook County. 
Months later, the U.S. Supreme 
Court later declined to review that 
decision, thus sending those chal-
lenges back to district courts for trial. 
   So far, the only cases that have 
gone to trial were a set of consoli-
dated lawsuits in the Southern Dis-
trict of Illinois, where Judge 
Stephen McGlynn heard four days 
of testimony in September 2024 be-
fore ruling against the ban. His deci-
sion was ultimately put on hold as 

the case made its way to the 7th Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals. 
   Two other sets of cases are pend-
ing in the Northern District of Illi-
nois in Chicago. 

Other legal challenges 
   The cases before the 7th Circuit 
are among several that have been 
making their way through the fed-
eral court system in recent years as 
states and local jurisdictions have 
enacted laws to restrict the availabil-
ity of the type of weapons that have 
been used in mass shootings. 
   The Illinois law, known as the 
Protect Illinois Communities Act, or 
PICA, was enacted in 2023 follow-
ing a mass shooting the previous 
summer at a Fourth of July parade 
in Highland Park that left seven 
people dead and dozens more in-
jured. 
   So far, federal appellate courts 
have been consistent in upholding 
the bans and the U.S. Supreme 
Court not yet stepped in to review 
those decisions. 
   Most recently, on June 2, the Su-
preme Court declined to hear cases 
challenging Maryland’s ban on as-
sault weapons and Rhode Island’s 
ban on large-capacity magazines. 
   Maryland enacted its law in 2013 
in response to a mass shooting the 
year before at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School in Connecticut. Rhode 
Island’s law was enacted in 2022, 
three weeks after another mass 
shooting at an elementary school in 
Uvalde, Texas. 
   Four votes are needed for the Su-
preme Court to take a case, but only 
three indicated they were willing to 
hear the Maryland case – Neil Gor-
such, Samuel Alito and Clarence 
Thomas, who wrote a dissenting 
opinion suggesting he believed the 
Maryland law is unconstitutional 
and that the court should take up the 
matter. 
   A fourth justice, Brett Kavanaugh, 
wrote separately to say he, too, 
questioned whether the Maryland 
law was constitutional but that the 
issue was not yet ripe for review. 

   “Opinions from other Courts of 
Appeals should assist this Court’s 
ultimate decisionmaking on the AR-
15 issue,” Kavanaugh wrote. “Ad-
ditional petitions for certiorari will 
likely be before this Court shortly 
and, in my view, this Court should 
and presumably will address the 
AR-15 issue soon, in the next Term 
or two.” 
   The court’s refusal to hear that ap-
peal meant that a 4th Circuit Court 
of Appeals decision upholding 
Maryland’s law and a 1st Circuit 
decision refusing to block Rhode Is-
land’s law remain in place. 
   Meanwhile, on the same day the 
Supreme Court declined to hear 
those cases, the 7th Circuit declined 
to reverse its own position on as-
sault weapon bans when it rejected 
another challenge to Cook County’s 
local ordinance. 
   But the decisions angered a gun 
rights legal advocacy group that has 
helped spearhead many of the legal 
challenges around the country, the 
Firearms Policy Coalition. 
   “Like millions of peaceable gun 
owners across the country, we are 
frustrated that the Court continues to 
allow lower courts to treat the Sec-
ond Amendment as a second-class 
right,” the organization said in a 
statement.  
   Both sides have tailored their ar-
guments around the standard that 
the Supreme Court laid out in its 
2022 decision, New York State Rifle 
& Pistol Association v. Bruen. 
   In that case, the court said the Sec-
ond Amendment protects the right to 
keep and bear many types of arms 
for lawful purposes such as self-de-
fense and that any restriction of that 
right must be “consistent with this 
Nation’s historical tradition of fire-
arm regulation.” 
   In its initial brief, the state argues 
that weapons banned in Illinois are 
not “arms” protected under the Sec-
ond Amendment but, rather, 
weapons more suitable for military 
purposes than for civilian self-de-
fense. 
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SERVICES 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: 
Most types of quality home re-
modeling and repairs including 
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting 
and electrical, by Denny Miller. 
Over 25 years of experience. We 
also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs wel-
come! Call me at (309) 995-
3364. 
 • SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. 

Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 
• BEAT RISING HEATING BILLS 
with the proven technology of a 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call 
today for budget-friendly 
warmth!  (309) 565-4300. 

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom 
apartment for rent in Toulon, 105 
E. Main. Call (309) 678-1831. 

FOR SALE 
• 4 WHEELER: 2010 Honda 
Rancher 420, approx. 1,164 

miles. $3,300 OBO. Call (309) 
231-6040. 
• BAD BOY BUGGY: 2011 Bad 
Boy XTO electric-powered ATV. 
$2,300. Call (309) 231-6040. 
• 2005 Buick Park Avenue Ultra 
for sale, electric seats, windows, 
heated leather seats, sun roof. 
Runs great, good solid car, 
220,000 mi., has been well main-
tained, $3,000 or best offer-. 
(309) 238-7250. 

WANTED 
• TRUCK DRIVER: Must have 
current CDL. Full Time or Part 

Time, End dump experience pre-
ferred.Home at night. Must be 
able to pass IDOT Physical and 
Drug & Alcohol testing program. 
Please contact Keith @ (309) 
208-6258 or (309) 249-3361. 
• 1938 TOLO: I am searching for 
the 1938 Toulon Township High 
School yearbook, the TOLO. I 
need this TOLO to complete my 
collection of every TOLO issued. 
Anyone willing to sell their 1938 
TOLO to me will be well compen-
sated. Contact John Ballentine at 
(309) 238-1970 or (309) 286-
2185.

    CLASSIFIEDS

Galva’s Gale named second-team all-state
   Kaylyn Gale of Galva was a sec-
ond-team Class 1A all-state selec-
tion by the Illinois Coaches 
Association. 
    Picked for the ICA’s Class 1A 
all-state third team were sophomore 
pitcher Claire Sutherland of Prince-
ville and the ROWVA-Williams-
field duo of junior catcher Ella Rigg 
and senior outfielder Emma West. 
   Local players also earned all-con-
ference honors. 
    In the Lincoln Trail, won by West 
Central, Stark County pitcher 
Brooklyn Ostrowski was a second-
team selection, as was Galva’s 

Gale. Picked for honorable mention 
honors was the Stark County duo of 
Cambri Holmstrom and Sophie 
Finnegan. 
   Sutherland was a second-team se-
lection as a pitcher, as was R-W’s 
Hannah Gehring. West and R-W 
teammates Rigg and Riley Smith 
were second-team positional 
players. Princeville’s Mekaya Cihla 
was an honorable mention all-LTC 
selection, as was Tieler Williams-
Fouts of R-W. 
   • Baseball – Several local players 
were picked for the LTC’s all-con-
ference teams. 

   In the East Division, ROWVA-
Williamsfield had four first-team 
selections: senior pitcher Jaxon 
Strom, senior Talan Hull, junior 
Drake Dejaynes and junior Brody 
Lytle. Princeville sophomore Carter 
Peterson was also a first-teamer. 
   Stark County junior Connor 
Daum was an honorable mention 
pitcher, as was Princeville senior 
Logan Olshawsky. East Division 
honorable mention positional 
players included sophomore MJ 
Louck of Galva, Olshawsky and 
Princeville sophomore Coley 
Palmer.

Gun rights groups pushing to overturn gun ban
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