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Issues tower 
over Toulon 

City engineer reports bad 
news for pending projects

Ripple at 
Wyoming 

water plant 
Plant operator resigns

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – The Wyoming 
City Council learned Tuesday that 
there has been a shakeup in the city 
water plant. 
   Plant operator Kurt Downie, of 
Hennepin, submitted a letter of res-
ignation to Wyoming Mayor Jim 
Mercer to be able to work at other 
sites. The search for a new Class A 
water plant operator has com-
menced.  
   Chris Schaefer, of Pekin, started 
last month as the new licensed 
wastewater plant operator. Also, 
Brian Edwards, of Wyoming, was 
hired as a wastewater plant em-
ployee, starting July 28. 
   Mercer said houses will be tar-
geted for demolition as the Wyo-
ming nuisance program continues. 
Final notice letters for nuisance 

The Galva Fire Department bought this new 2025 Toyne fire truck from Dingles 
Fire Company of Amboy for nearly $500,000. The truck has a five-man cab, 
1,200-gallon tank and 1,250-gallon pump. Chief Nate Byers said the truck was 
purchased with savings and donations. Photo by Carol Townsend.

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The dog days of summer ar-
rived in mid-July at a Toulon City Council 
meeting Monday night. 
   “I have a number of things to report and 
most of them are not good news,” said City 
Engineer Justin Reeise, who presented three 
topics concerning pending activity on Tou-
lon’s proposed el-
evated water tank, an 
Open Space Lands Ac-
quisition & Develop-
ment grant and Motor 
Fuel Tax projects. 
   The city received one bid for the elevated 
water tank project that was $1 million over 
the estimated cost. Reeise wants to rebid the 
project. All of the contractors want Ameren 
to relocate nearby electrical lines, a process 
Reeise said would take six to eight months. 
   Reeise also wants to order construction 
materials that he believes will take six to 
eight months to arrive. In addition, contrac-
tors have concerns about the new tower’s 

Continued on Page 2Continued on Page 2

NEW NO. 1 IN GALVA

SOLAR COASTER RIDE

By ANDREW ADAMS 
Capitol News Illinois 

   President Donald Trump 
and congressional Republi-
cans earlier this month cur-
tailed federal tax incentives 
for the solar energy indus-
try and for individuals and 
companies that purchase 
solar panels. 
   The move sent shock-

waves through the industry 
nationwide, pulling key in-
centives for major projects 
and residential rooftop 
solar alike. 
   But in Illinois, members 
of the industry say state 
policy gives a bit of cover. 
While they have seen a 
wave of business before 
Biden-era tax breaks sun-

set, solar companies are left 
with uncertainty in the 
long-term. 
   Others fear Trump’s ac-
tions will drive up prices by 
slowing the pace of renew-
ables entering the market as 
fossil fuels exit for eco-
nomic reasons. 
   The spending plan that 

Inside 
• The Stark County 
Junior Fair starts 
July 24. Page 9 

Skies are not as sunny for solar-energy providers due to changes in tax credits by the Trump Administra-
tion and Congress.

Continued on Page 5

New radio system for Henry County
For The Prairie News 

   Henry County first responders 
can now communicate via a 
much-improved radio system.  
   As of July 14, all Henry 
County law-enforcement 
agencies and emergency com-
munication centers were to tran-
sition to the STARCOM21 radio 
network. The new system re-
places the county’s conventional 
VHF radio system, which was 
limited in reliability, clarity, and 
coverage – especially in rural 

areas and within structures.  
   By moving to the STAR-
COM21 network, Henry 
County law enforcement gains:  
   • Countywide and statewide 
interoperability with other pub-
lic-safety agencies. 
   • Secure, digital communica-
tions with improved audio. 
   • Enhanced signal coverage. 
   • Priority access during large-
scale emergencies. 
   Among the agencies making 
the change are the Galva Police 

Department, the Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office, the Henry 
County Board and Administra-
tion, the Black Hawk College 
Police Department and the 
Woodhull Police Department. 
The Kewanee Police Depart-
ment made the change in 2023. 
   Funding for the project was 
through the Henry County Pub-
lic Safety Sales Tax passed in 
2018 and 911 Surcharge Funds, 
ensuring no additional tax or fee 
burden was placed on residents. 

Repeal of tax credit slams solar



foundation. 
   The OSLAD grant has 
three projects listed – new 
playground equipment,  
basketball court rehabilita-
tion and splash-pad con-
struction. All three are at 
Toulon’s city park. No bids 
were received for these 
projects. Reeise called sev-
eral contractors and the 
only response he received 

was for the splash pad. 
That contractor wants 
more time to submit a bid.  
   Third, Toulon’s MFT 
projects for repaving or 
oiling and chipping city 
streets is at a standstill for 
both the 2024 and 2025 
MFT plans. Reeise ex-
plained, as he did last 
month, that the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation 
has concerns about Tou-
lon’s 2024 MFT plan. The 
2025 plan cannot be ap-
proved until the 2024 plan 
is approved. 
   In the meantime, the 
council approved transfer-
ring $28,426 from the gen-
eral fund to the MFT fund 
to cover future costs. If the 
2024 MFT is approved, 
then the 2025 MFT can be 

approved in the fall to 
allow for asphalt work on 
some streets. 
   In other business, the 
council approved a budget 
ordinance for $1,570,400 
and a $2,500 donation for 
the Old Settlers’ Associa-
tion celebration Aug. 1-3.  
   • The council indicated 
its displeasure with Home-
town Consulting, which 
Toulon has paid $7,500 
quarterly, or $30,000 a 
year. Hometown is sched-
uled for a presentation at 
next month’s meeting. 
Some council members are 
ready to discontinue serv-
ices. 
   • Toulon Police Chief 
Gary Bent is retiring and 
Mayor Larry Hollis ap-
pointed Toulon’s Ron 

Salisbury as the new chief. 
The council approved pay-
ing Salisbury $29 per hour.  
   • The council passed an 
expenditure not to exceed 
$13,700 to repair the alarm 
system at the water plant.  
   A warning system to no-
tify residents of water 
problems such as boil or-
ders will be on next 
month’s agenda for ap-
proval.  
   • A $1,300 quote from 
Saw-N-Logs to remove a 
dead tree on South Frank-
lin Street was approved. 
Also approved was a 
$7,700 quote from Roto-
Rooter to run a new water 
line from the main under 
Washington Street to the 
street in front of 211 W. 
Thomas St. 
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   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays 
by 3 p.m. Readers are encouraged 
to submit news. Email to: 
news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an 
error occured.  
   The Prairie News is an Illinois 
Press Association member.

TOULON: No bids received for trio of projects
Continued from Page 1

WYOMING: New website up soon
properties have been mailed to violators. 
   The city will soon have a new website 
(cityofwyomingil.gov). Alpha Omega of 
Monmouth will be paid $5,892 to build 
and maintain the website. Mercer’s email 
will be wyomingmayor@cityofwyom-
ingil.gov. Contact city hall for other ad-
dresses. 
   The council passed five measures under 
new business, with the first an appropria-
tion ordinance for 2025-26 for 
$1,617,000. Mercer said the city has a 
very tight budget and Council member 
Dan Hardman added it is due mainly to 
last year’s wastewater-plant expenditures 
that have drained funds. 
   Second, the council approved a resolu-
tion authorizing the purchase of a 2019 
Dodge Ram 4500 dump truck with 9,000 
miles for $60,000. The city’s current 
dump truck has mechanical problems. The 
city will sell it by sealed bids. 
   Third, the council approved the excava-
tion and replacement of a damaged storm 

sewer pipe east and north of the Wyoming 
Veterinarian Service on West Williams 
Street. Streitmatter Land Improvement 
will be hired for $17,480. 
   The council also passed an ordinance 
implementing a municipal 1% grocery re-
tailers tax for Wyoming. Illinois will no 
longer impose this tax and has left adop-
tion of the tax up to municipalities. There 
is no tax increase because this only 
changes who is collecting the tax money. 
   The final item approved was a resolu-
tion to donate $2,000 to the Wyoming 
Chamber of Commerce car show sched-
uled for Aug. 20. The money is targeted 
for purchasing food ingredients by 111 
Taco, Hunt Brothers Pizza and Curry’s 
Pizza. These businesses will prepare food 
for the car show participants. 
   Finally, Economic Development Direc-
tor Denny Rewerts informed the council 
that preliminary discussion is underway 
with the Wyoming Farm Services man-
ager about installing two gasoline and two 
diesel fuel pumps at that location.

Continued from Page 1
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Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   7-3 - The Stark County Sheriff’s 
Department and emergency person-
nel responded to a vehicle/bicycle 
accident on U.S. Route 40 south of 
1700N. Vehicle driver Janice K. 
Agnich, 75, Bradford, was traveling 
north on Route 40 and approached a 
bicyclist, Burke L. Flynt, 64, ad-
dress not available, who was also 
traveling in the northbound lane. 
According to the accident report, 
Agnich merged into the southbound 
lane to pass. Flynt’s bicycle re-
portedly also drifted left and was 
struck by the vehicle’s passenger 
side mirror. Flynt was life-flighted 
to a Peoria area hospital. No other 
injuries were reported.  
   7-5 - Andre J. Gerts, 23, Kewa-
nee, was cited for operating an un-
insured vehicle.  
   7-5 - Austin K. Charlet, 31, Ke-
wanee, was cited for driving on an 
expired registration.  
   7-7 - Nelsana M. Webber, Brad-
ford, reported criminal damage to 
property. She reported that her 
newly poured concrete was dam-
aged when an unidentified individ-
ual spilled an unknown substance 
on it.  
   7-8 - Melissa J. Odea, 43, Hanna 
City, was ticketed for speeding 75 
mph in a 55 zone.  
   7-9 - Jocelyn C. Robinson, 40, 
Peoria, was cited for speeding 89 
mph in a 55 zone.  
   7-10 - Kyle D. Smith, 29, Kewa-
nee, was cited for speeding 75 mph 
in a 55 zone.  
   7-10 - Shawn B. Ensley, 44, Tou-
lon, was cited for driving on a sus-
pended vehicle registration due to 
mandatory insurance. His vehicle 
was impounded.  
   7-10 - Matthue H. Riggen, 49, 
Princeville, was cited for disobey-
ing a stop sign, driving on invalid 
driver’s license, illegal transporta-
tion of alcohol by a driver and driv-
ing without vehicle insurance. His 
vehicle was impounded.  
   7-11 - Nolan C. Cone, 24, Kewa-
nee, was ticketed for driving under 
the influence, driving under the in-
fluence with a blood alcohol 
content over .08, improper lane 
usage and speeding 70 mph in a 55 
zone. His vehicle was impounded.  
   7-12 - Robert S. Stankowski, 57, 
LaFayette, was cited for disobeying 

a traffic control device.  
   7-13 - Kyle J. Bird, 22, Prince-
ville, was cited for failure to wear a 
seat belt by a driver.  
   7-13 - Tanaysha M. McDaniel, 
24, Bartonville, was ticketed for 
speeding 72 mph in a 55 zone and 
for driving an uninsured vehicle.  

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   7-7 - to the 300 block of NW 4th 
Ave. for an obstruction in the street.  
It was determined to be a power 
transformer that fell off a utility 
truck. Ameren picked it up.  
   7-7 - to the 00 block of NE 4th 
Ave. to speak with a resident about 
a missing cat.  
   7-7 - Jason Shafer, 48, Kewanee 
was citated for speeding in the 1100 
block of SE 2nd St. 
   7-8 - to the 700 block of NW 4th 
St. to assist a citizen who appeared 
to be suffering from a mental-health 
crisis.  
   7-8 - to the 600 block of SE 2nd 
St. for an illegal-burning complaint.  
Officer spoke with a resident, who 
was burning furniture.  The fire was 
extinguished.  
   7-8 - to a residence in the 800 
block of NE 3rd Ave. for a city or-
dinance violation of having a swim-
ming pool without a fence or 
barrier.   
   7-8 - to a residence in the 200 
block of SE 1st Ave. for a city ordi-
nance violation for having a swim-
ming pool without a fence or 
barrier.   
   7-8 - to the 200 block of NW 4th 
St. for a child custody exchange.   
   7-8 - to the 700 block of NW 3rd 
Ave. for a two-vehicle accident with 
damage only.   
   7-8 - to the 600 block of NW 7th 
St. for a loose-dog complaint.   

   7-9 - to the 00 block of NE 4th 
Ave. for a city ordinance violation 
involving an unlicensed vehicle. A 
door hanger was left.  
   7-9 - to the 400 block of North 
Center Ave. to assist Bureau County 
locate a subject who drove off with-
out paying for fuel in Princeton.   
   7-10 - to the 300 block of Swank 
St. for a solicitation complaint. The 
subject was located and referred to 
City Hall.  
   7-10 - to the 200 block of NW 4th 
St. for a child-custody dispute.  
   7-11 - As the result of a traffic 
stop in the 200 block of Commer-
cial St., William Schultz, 76, Chi-
cago, was arrested for driving while 
license revoked, operating an unin-
sured vehicle and operating a ve-
hicle when registration suspended 
for mandatory insurance. He was 
released with a required court date.  
   7-11 - to the 300 block of SE 6th 
St. for a loose-dog complaint.   
   7-12 - to the 400 block of SE 1st 
St. for a tree down in the roadway. 
The Street Department was con-
tacted for removal.  
   7-12 - to the 700 block of NW 4th 
St. to assist a subject who appeared 
to be suffering from a mental-health 
crisis.  

Property Transfers 
   7-7 - Dale A. and Sandra J. Stoller 
to Penny L. Schierer - Fair Acres 
Subdivision, Section 1 - Lot 19 - 
210 N. 3rd St., Wyoming - Consid-
eration = $143,000. 
   7-7 - Marilyn Kay Seckman to 
Michelle L. Jones - Culbertson’s 
Western Add’n - Block 1 Lot 8 - 
418 W. Clinton St., Toulon - Con-
sideration = $136,000. 
   7-8 - Charles E. and Karen E. 
Curry to Brenda M. and John Paul 
Macke - Henderson and Whitaker’s 
Add’n - Pt Block 25 Lots 3, 4, 7 
and Vacated alley - 206 N. Olive, 
Toulon - Consideration = $0. 
   7-8 - Brandi L. Rockwell to Rob-
ert L. Poore - John Culbertson’s 
Eastern Add’n - Pts. Lot 3 - 414 E. 
Jefferson St., Toulon - Considera-
tion = $66,000. 
   7-10 - Fawn Meadows, LLC to 
MSM AG, LLC - Pt. 34-12-6 NW - 
Consideration = $130, 589. 
   7-11 - Marvin D. Smith, Jr. to 
Garl L. and Rachel M. Lee - Castle-
ton Pt. Block 2 Lots 11 and 12 - 205 
Sherman St., Castleton - Considera-
tion = $0.

PUBLIC RECORD

• Garage Sales - Friday, July 18 & Saturday, July 19, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
both days, at 56 County Road 350 N, Edelstein and 54 County Road 
350 N, Edelstein. Lots of miscellaneous! 
 
• Garage/Man Shop Sale, Edelstein - 822 West Singing Woods 
Road, Edelstein. August 8 & 9 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Outdoor glider 
chair, Aluminum patio table with 6 chairs, umbrella and covers for all, 
Mulching mower, 20” cast aluminum, Child’s bed portable guard rail, 
Bathroom vanity tan sink and faucet, Christmas decorations, Misc CFL 
light bulbs, Cookware, Assorted housewares, Vintage glassware, 
Snake plants, and so much more!

GARAGE SALE



Page 4 www.illinoisweeklies.comTHE PRAIRIE NEWS • July 18, 2025

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties

   It is aptly named. They are words 
that paint a picture; imagery that 
could not more perfectly describe the 
place. 
   Blue Sky School sits under a broad 
expanse of azure skies on the Knox 
County prairie 
northwest of Yates 
City. The school 
no longer serves 
its original pur-
pose, as the struc-
ture has been 
enveloped within 
the walls of a 
series of private 
residences over 
the years. 
   When I became acquainted with 
Blue Sky School (originally Union 
School), between the age of 3 and 8, 
it no longer served as a country 
school. But it had served well from 
the inception of public education in 
the 19th century through the mid-
1950s. Within its walls, young 
scholars of Elba Township learned 
basic skills – readin’, writin’ and 
’rithmetic – along with a smattering 
of science and history.  
   Some of my earliest childhood 
memories were formed in the school-
house. Most revolve around Saturday 
night square dances my parents, 
siblings and I attended. As a farm 
family living just a mile away, we 

gathered with our neighbors in the 
spirit of community that existed in 
rural 1950s Illinois. 
   Of course, there was food to accom-
pany the dancing. And it was the fi-
nest fare, prepared by the skillful 
hands of accomplished farm wives. 
These women (including my mom, 
whose contribution to the effort was 
her outstanding pies) had practice fur-
nishing huge meals daily for the men 
who required a major intake of calo-
ries to fuel the physical nature of 
farm-work in those times. 
   Older siblings of my Yates City 
classmates and other acquaintances 
attended Blue Sky School after walk-
ing or riding bikes from their homes. 
   Teachers at Blue Sky and other 
country schools deserve a great deal 
of respect. Though their classes were 
small, they taught all subjects in first 
through eighth grade. This required 
exceptional classroom management 
skills. 

   And according to students of those 
times, instruction came not only from 
the teachers. Those in upper grades 
also helped tutor younger classmates. 
For instructional materials, in the 
early years, students had a small 
square slate and chalk for writing.  
   Many country schools, and no 
doubt Blue Sky in the beginning, 
were heated by a wood-burning 
stove, which the teacher was respon-
sible for maintaining, requiring an 
early arrival before classes began. 
Eventually, however, a furnace was 
installed in the basement. 
   Originally there was no indoor 
plumbing. The alumni I spoke to for 
this story who attended Blue Sky 
School in the late 1940s through the 
early 1950s, however, mentioned that 
more modern conveniences were 
available during that time. 
   Blue Sky School is a poetic name 
that conjures a happy place, with chil-
dren playing, swinging, running, 
laughing and singing. Or a commu-
nity gathering of adults and children, 
enjoying square dances, the Hokey 
Pokey, good food and good fellow-
ship. The memories live on within the 
walls of private homes, and within 
the hearts of Elba Township folks 
lucky enough to have been there. 
   Randy Sollenberger is a storyteller, poet, 
lyricist and teacher living in Macomb. 
Randy grew up in the Yates City, Williams-
field and Dahinda areas.

Randy 
S0LLENBERGER

Celebrating memories of Blue Sky School

GUEST VOICES

Schoolhouses  
   Knox County once had 177 one-
room schoolhouses. A few have 
been restored and are occasionally 
open to the public. Those include 
the Fruit Hill School in Maquon, 
the Glisson School east of Knox-
ville and another in Knoxville’s 
James Knox Park.
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SOLAR: Still time to qualify for tax credits
Trump signed into law on 
July 4 will end several dec-
ades-old tax incentive pro-
grams between now and 
2027. Those programs, 
which offer credits for 
rooftop solar systems and 
investment in large-scale 
projects, were expanded 
under the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, a major initiative 
of former President Joe 
Biden. 
   Trump followed the bill 
signing with a July 7 ex-
ecutive order aimed at 
quickly ending any sub-
sidies for “expensive and 
unreliable energy sources 
like wind and solar.” 
   Between the spending 
bill and the executive 
order, the federal govern-
ment will also stop offer-
ing a tax credit for the 
manufacture of wind 
power components and in-
stead offer a similar sub-
sidy to the coal used in 
steel production. 
   The new law also denies 
incentives to any projects 
that are owned by certain 
foreign entities or use a 
significant amount of 
supplies from those en-
tities, like the Chinese gov-
ernment and its affiliated 
businesses. 
   This is particularly diffi-
cult for battery storage and 
solar projects, which often 
rely on minerals and com-
ponents mined in or man-
ufactured in China. 
   This leaves many con-
sumer advocates and 
energy experts looking to 
Illinois to further insulate 
the industry, which is a key 
part of how the state plans 
to replace fossil fuel-gener-
ated electricity with car-
bon-free sources by 2045 
as required by state law. 

Energy price increase 
   The bill will likely result 
in higher energy prices ac-
ross the country, according 
to an analysis from the RE-
PEAT Project, a joint re-
search effort by Stanford 
Professor Jesse Jenkins’ 
Princeton Lab and Evolved 
Energy Research. 
   A separate analysis from 
think tank Energy Innova-
tion, whose CEO was a 
senior Biden advisor in-
volved in drafting climate 
change-related legislation, 
links the cost increases to a 
reduction in the number of 
renewable power plants 
that will be built under the 
new law. 
   This will affect electric-
ity capacity markets di-
rectly as well as increase 
the wholesale price of nat-
ural gas due to the power 
sector’s increased reliance 
on it. Federal data indi-
cates natural gas is cur-
rently used for about 
17.3% of all electricity 
generation in Illinois. 
   Estimates of the scale of 
the electric bill cost in-
crease for a typical house-
hold vary. REPEAT pegs 

the increase at $280 per 
household per year by 
2035 nationwide. Energy 
Innovation’s model sug-
gests $170 annual increase 
by 2035 and $180 in Illi-
nois. 

Industry ‘uncertainty’ 
   Jon Carson, the manag-
ing partner at Trajectory 
Energy Partners, said the 
law is another part of the 
“solar coaster” – an indus-
try euphemism about the 
ups and downs of solar tax 
credits. This part of the 
coaster, Carson said, will 
result in less investment. 
“This change in law and 
the uncertainty from the 
president’s executive order, 
it just means that less proj-
ects are going to get built 
in the short term,” Carson 
said. 
   Carson, a longtime cam-
paign and White House 
staffer under former Pres-
ident Barack Obama, 
founded Trajectory Energy 
Partners in 2017. 
   “We fundamentally be-
lieve that this is a real 
bump in the road for solar, 
it’s a bump in the road for 
individual projects, but that 
ultimately the United 
States needs more power, 
and it’s going to come 
from wind, solar and bat-
tery storage,” he said, ref-
erencing technologies 
Trump is against. 
   Others in the industry 
have raised flags that the 
“bump in the road” may be 
more obtrusive for some 
companies. 
   The investment tax credit 
that’s ending under the 
new law offers a credit of 
30% of project costs, with 
an optional 10% on top of 
that if a project meets cer-
tain labor standards. A sim-
ilar tax credit exists for 
both residential and com-
mercial projects. 
   Brian Haug, president of 
Oak Brook-based Conti-
nental Energy Solutions, 
said the credit is a “criti-
cal” part of Continental’s 
business model. 
   “The investment tax 
credit is a perfect tool that 
we use to make these proj-
ects financially interesting 
for larger companies,” 
Haug said. 
   Continental works on 
microgrids, rooftop solar 
and battery storage proj-
ects for commercial and 
industrial customers and 
claims to be the largest 
solar installer in the state. 
   Solar installation com-
panies, customers and indi-
viduals still have time 
qualify for tax credits at 
the higher, Biden-era rates. 
Eligible projects must 
commence construction 
within the next 12 months 
or be placed in service by 
the end of 2027, almost a 
decade ahead of what was 
outlined in the IRA. 
   The rapid sunset has re-
sulted in a short-term 
boom in requests for solar 

projects, according to 
Windfree Solar CEO Eric 
Heineman, whose Chi-
cago-based company in-
stalls solar for commercial 
and residential projects. 
   “We don’t know how it’s 
going to impact us in the 
long term. What we know 
in the short term is that we 
know we have buyers who 
have been dragging their 
feet, they’ve got proposals 
for years with us, and now 
they’re just coming out of 
the woodwork,” Heineman 
said. “They’re signing up 
left and right.” 
   But even for projects 
started today, there’s not a 
guarantee they will receive 
any tax benefits from the 
federal government. 
Trump’s executive order 
signaled that his adminis-
tration could revise guid-
ance on what counts as the 
“beginning of construc-
tion.” 

Illinois’ renewable haven 
   Illinois has increasingly 
subsidized the solar indus-
try in recent years, most 
notably through the 2021 
Climate and Equitable Jobs 
Act, or CEJA. That state 
law significantly expanded 
programs like Illinois 
Shines and Illinois Solar 
for All, which provide in-
centives to individuals and 
solar developers. 
   At a campaign stop while 
the Trump-backed spend-
ing plan was being consid-
ered in Congress earlier 
this month, Gov. JB 
Pritzker said Illinois’ pol-
icy wouldn’t be affected by 
the feds’ repeal of Inflation 
Reduction Act tax credits. 
   Industry experts credit 
the state’s policies gen-
erally, and CEJA specifi-
cally, for positioning the 

Illinois solar industry well 
as Trump’s policies 
threaten solar broadly. 
   Heineman, who was 
former Gov. Pat Quinn’s 
director of sustainability, 
pointed to the state’s solar 
renewable energy credit, or 
SREC, programs as a driv-
ing factor. 
   “Our sales are our reve-
nue. Sales are driven by 
SRECs. If we don’t have 
revenue, we go out of busi-
ness,” Heineman said.  
   Heineman estimated that 
a typical solar project takes 
three years to pay for itself 
with current incentives. 
After the federal credit is 
repealed, it might take five 
years. Without state incen-
tives, though, it could be as 
much as 10 years. 

Less Rosy 
   Despite the overall posi-
tive sentiments from the 
renewable energy industry 
and environmental lobby, 
the state has failed to live 
up to the promises it made 
in the Climate and Equi-
table Jobs Act, according 
to a report from the state’s 
auditor general. 
   That audit report, re-
leased last week, found 
that the state’s Department 
of Commerce and Eco-
nomic Opportunity failed 
to properly implement re-
quirements for at least four 
jobs or workforce pro-
grams outlined in CEJA, 
including ones aimed at 
finding jobs for people re-
turning from prison and to 
help communities dispro-
portionately affected by 
climate change. 
   Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets statewide. 

Continued from Page 1
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Genealogical Society 
has stories from past 
   TOULON – The Stark County Ge-
nealogical Society will share three 
more “stories of Stark County’s past 
in the words of those who lived it” on 
Saturday, July 26, at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Toulon Public Library community 
room. 
   Recorded in 2019, Dorothy 
Schmidt and Jim Nowlan will discuss 
in their own descriptive ways about 
their early years around Toulon. Hear 
about molasses production on the Ap-
penheimer farm and the local news-
paper business in Stark County. And 
catch up with Ron Wallace at Old 
Settlers in 2019. The public is wel-
come to attend. 
Brass and Celtic music 
comes to Galva July 20 
   GALVA – The Galva Arts Council 
welcomes Brass Queens and Blame 
Not the Bard to the area this Sun-
day, as part of the 2025 Levitt AMP 
Galva Music Series.  
   The free concert series continues 
every Sunday through Aug. 3 at 
Wiley Park in Galva. All concerts 
feature two acts per night, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. and ending around 
8:30 p.m.  
   Guests are encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs and blankets comfort-
able for lawn seating. Food and 
non-food vendors will be onsite. 
Guests are also welcome to bring 
outside food. Street parking is 
available around the park and sur-
rounding areas, but parking is not 
allowed inside park grounds. 
Handicap-accessible parking is now 

available in the northwest corner of 
the park, with designated unloading 
zone with golf cart shuttle service 
offered.  
   Visitors driving golf carts or 
UTVs are asked to keep their ve-
hicles at the perimeter of the au-
dience to prevent blocking view and 
for the safety of audience members. 
OSF holds blessing for 
new maternity care van 
   PEORIA – OSF HealthCare, in 
partnership with Meridian Health 
Plan of Illinois, Inc., held a blessing 
event for its new OSF OnCall Con-
nect pregnancy and postpartum mo-
bile unit on July 15.  
   Meridian and the Centene Founda-
tion, the philanthropic arm of Cen-
tene Corporation, awarded a $1.5 
million grant to OSF HealthCare over 
three years for the expansion of its 
OSF OnCall Connect pregnancy and 
postpartum program.  
   The grant provided a new mobile 
maternity care van to help deliver 

care to women who might otherwise 
have difficulty accessing pregnancy 
and postpartum support in the city of 
Peoria and other central Illinois com-
munities in Bureau, Henry, Knox, La-
Salle, Marshall, Peoria, Putnam and 
Woodford counties. 
Health department 
worker wins award 
   Henry and Stark County Health De-
partment employee Candis Gradert 
recently received the honor of Home-
care Aide of the Year from the Illinois 
Association of Community Care Pro-
gram Homecare Providers. 
   Each year, IACCPHP recognizes 
Mary I. Hill Homecare Aide of the 
Year recipients for outstanding ability 
and dedication in providing in-home 
service to elderly adults. 
     As a trained and certified lead 
homecare assistant, Gradert visits 
area residents in their homes and 
helps with domestic and personal 
care. For information on homecare, 
call (309) 852-0492.  

BRIEFS

The third Annual Panther Open was held at Hidden Lake Golf Club in Sheffield on Saturday, 
July 12. The 2025 outing had its largest turnout to date ,with over 40 players raising $2,800 
for the Bradford High School Alumni Scholarship Fund. Alumni interested in contributing to 
the fund may do so by mailing a check payable to the BHS Memorial Fund to: Bradford Bank-
ing Center, Peoples National Bank of Kewanee, 179 W. Main St., P.O. Box 39, Bradford, Ill., 
61421.



By ANITA WILKINSON 
University of Illinois Extension 

   Central Illinois crop pro-
duction began mid-1800s 
as settlers started draining 
the swampy prairie land. 
   They were not able to 
grow crops due to excess 
water in the soils. As drai-
nage tile installation 
methods improved, more 
and more land was 
drained. Over time, ho-
wever, original drainage 
systems can deteriorate 
and new drainage technol-
ogies can offer added 
benefit.  
   University of Illinois Ex-
tension farm business man-
agement and marketing 
educator Kevin Brooks is 
working on a farm drai-
nage case study research 
project to help farmers and 
landowners make informed 
decisions on potential im-
provements to their aging 
drainage systems.  
   “If a field has excess 
water, we know plant roots 
are going to be effected 
and thus so will the poten-
tial yield,” Brooks ex-
plained. “In this case study, 
I looked at data from nine 
farm fields, examining 
yield results before and 
after new tiles were in-
stalled (both large main 
tiles and the smaller lateral 
tiles) and comparing the 
case study farms against 
county averages.” 

   The data comparison 
shows the study farms 
have substantially im-
proved yields.  
   “Corn averaged over 10 
percent higher yields dur-
ing the first three years fol-
lowing the drainage 
improvements,” Brooks 
said. “However, the fourth 
year resulted in improve-
ments from 20 to 35% on 
corn. In the end, it appears 
that corn yield improve-
ments are more substantial 
when higher levels of man-
agement are added to the 
equation, including more 
minute improvements to 
drainage and possibly till-
age methods to improve 
soil health.  
   “We will be studying this 
project over time to 
achieve more concrete 
conclusions. We weren’t 
expecting this large of an 
increase. What is apparent 
is drainage can have a big 
positive impact on profit-
ability.”  
   The results were checked 
against nearby fields. 
Though soybean yield im-
provements were slightly 
less dramatic, soybean 
yields in controlled check 
soybean fields didn’t show 
as much consistency.  
   “The research continues 
as I analyze 25 years of 
yield data, as well as take 
into account the data we 
will get on future crop pro-

duction,” Brooks con-
tinued. “Other variables 
that come into play in a re-
search study like this one 
include rainfall patterns 
and the timing of planting. 
   “We also need to dive 
more deeply into the local 
effect on area soybean 
fields not located in the 
watershed drained by the 
tile.” 
   The results of the initial 

case study are similar to 
recent findings by Purdue 
University with significant 
yield improvement in corn 
and lesser impact in soy-
beans. The ongoing study 
will help landowners and 
farmers make informed 
decisions on investing in 
drainage tile in Fulton, 
Mason, Peoria and Taze-
well counties.
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YOUR  

BUSINESS!  
Call  

(309) 286-2815

ADVERTISE! CALL (309) 286-2185

Case study shows updating drain tiles improves yield
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OBITUARIES
Janet L. Ballentine 

   TOULON – Janet L. Ballentine, of 
Toulon, Ill., passed away on Satur-
day, July 12, 2025. She was born in 
Kewanee, the daughter of Russell H. 
McPheeters and 
Aldine M. Beard. 
She married Gary 
A. Ballentine on 
Feb. 20, 1976, in 
Kewanee. He sur-
vives.  
   Janet is also sur-
vived by four chil-
dren, Rodney 
(Carol) Kendall and Ronald (DeAnn) 
Kendall, both of Kewanee, Mark 
Ballentine of Normal, Ill., and Lori 
(Kevin) Ogborn, Metamora, Ill.; four 
grandchildren, Shawn Kendall, Jo-
shua (Page) Kendall, Zach Harmon 
and Dalton Ogborn; three great-
grandchildren; sister, Vicki (Mike) 
Mower; and two nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded in death 
by her parents.  
   Janet was a homemaker. She loved 
being at home and watching televi-
sion.  
   Janet’s family would like to extend 
a heartfelt thank you to Hospice 
Compassus and especially the three 
angels who helped with such com-
passion and care, Chelsey, Nina and 
Amanda, for they are truly angels.  
   There will be no services according 
to Janet’s wishes. Please leave an on-
line condolence for Janet’s family at 
www.golnickschuenemanfh.com. 

Joel E. Gray 
   TOULON – Joel Eugene Gray 
(also known as Papa, Daddio, or the 
Gravy Train), 72, passed away on 
July 12, 2025, at OSF Saint Francis 
Medical Center. His health started to 
deteriorate after being continually 
disappointed by his Dallas Cowboys.  
   He was born on April 23, 1953, in 
Peoria to Robert and Mary Helen 
(Brown) Gray. He graduated from 
Wyoming High School, class of 
1971, and pursued further education 
at Black Hawk College before farm-
ing full-time with his father and 
brother on the family farm. He mar-
ried Mary Canaday on Aug. 28, 
1987. 
   Joe was active in the Wyoming 
Tractor Pull Association for many 
years – first as a puller himself, 
cheering on friends, and later assist-
ing with planning and logistics. He 
was a proud member of the Sons of 
the American Legion. In his later 
years, he enjoyed woodworking in 
his free time, crafting household 

items for his home, his wife and his 
daughters. 
   Throughout his life, he farmed on 
his own family land in Stark County, 
in Texas for a short time, and ulti-
mately joined 
Shafer Farms. He 
was hardworking, 
kind and a quiet 
animal lover. He 
found fulfillment 
in spending time 
with “the shop 
guys,” even up 
until the day be-
fore his passing. 
   But most of all, he loved his family 
– spending time on the boat, visiting 
Oregon, watching wildlife (espe-
cially the possums) with his wife, 
seeing his grandchildren grow and 
never missing life’s big moments. 
His daughters were supported 
through everything from oil changes 
to dance competitions, weddings and 
babies. 
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents. He is survived and deeply 
missed by his wife, Mary Canaday-
Gray of Toulon; his older brother, 
Jim Gray of Wyoming; his godson, 
Matthew Johnston of Wyoming; two 
daughters, Robin (Devin) Ford of 
Toulon and Marissa (Riley) Gray of 
Portland, Ore.; and three grandchil-
dren: Emerson, Lincoln and Graycen 
Ford. 
   Joe was a man of few words but al-
ways ready for a laugh and a beer. In 
his honor, family, friends, and others 
were invited to Haskell Funeral and 
Cremation Services in Wyoming on 
Thursday, July 17, from 3-5 p.m. for 
a visitation. All were invited to the 
Wyoming American Legion Post 91 
immediately following the visitation 
to celebrate his life and lasting mem-
ory.  
   In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations be made to 
the Joe E. Gray Memorial Family 
Fund c/o Speer Bank, to support his 
grandchildren and honor Joe’s leg-
acy. Condolences may be left for 
Joel’s family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com. 

Geraldine A. Meaker 
   WYOMING – Geraldine Anne 
(Jerry) Meaker, 94, formerly of Wy-
oming, Ill., passed away on Wednes-
day, July 2, 2025, at Independence 
Village in Peoria, Ill., her home for 
the last six years. She was born June 
2, 1931, in Peoria, a daughter of the 
late Orville and Ethel Poland. 
   Geraldine married Willard Meaker, 

on April 9, 1950, in Wyoming. He 
preceded her in death. Also preced-
ing her in death was her son Douglas 
Meaker and daughter-in-law Terri 
Meaker. She is survived by two 
daughters, Cynthia Lynn (Lon) Fur-
ness and Kelly (Randy) Kendle; two 
sons, Willard Paul (Marie) Meaker, 
Kevin (Mary) Meaker; 20 grandchil-
dren; and many great grandchildren, 
with one more on the way soon. 
   Geraldine was a homemaker. To-
gether, she and Willard loved to 
travel and play cards. She also loved 
to bake, crochet and especially to 
read. Geraldine was a long-time 
member of First Baptist Church of 
Wyoming, volunteering in their food 
pantry for many 
years. She was 
also a 52-year 
member of the 
Wyoming Ameri-
can Legion Auxil-
iary, Unit 91. 
   We will miss her 
terribly but know 
that it was her 
time. We appreciate the fine people 
at Independence Village who took 
such good care of her and who cried 
with us during the last few difficult 
days. 
   A memorial service will be sched-
uled at a later date. Memorial con-
tributions may be sent to the First 
Baptist Church of Wyoming Food 
Pantry. 

Michael B. Colgan 
   BRADFORD – Michael Bryan 
Colgan, 63, of Bradford, passed 
away on July 1, 2025, at OSF Saint 
Francis Medical Center in Peoria 
following complications from heart 
issues. 
   Mike was the son of James Robert 
Colgan and Virginia Mae (Muir) 
Colgan. He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Virginia, and his 
grandparents, Hobart and Mary 
Louise Muir, and Francis “Hank” 
and Lucille Colgan. 
   He is survived by his father, James 
Robert; his brother, Mitchell (Kath-
leen) Colgan; his sister, Kelly 
(Charles) Puent; and several nieces 
and nephews. 
   Born on June 28, 1962, in Peoria, 
Mike was a 1980 graduate of Brad-
ford High School. As a senior ath-
lete, he was honored with the Ron 
Barks Award for football and track. 
He went on to attend Eastern Illinois 
University, where he earned his de-
gree in economics. 
   Funeral services were July 11.

  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 
 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life  
1st Congregational Church of Toulon 

Reverend David Graham 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night Fellowship & Prayer 5:30 

Kids Club 309 5:15 checkin to 7:00 p.m. 
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
202 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

 Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Adult Discussion Group, 5:30 p.m.  
Worship (in Luther Hall) 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, 10 a.m. Children's Sunday School 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL  

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m.,   Sun. at 9 a.m.,   Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191 
Fr. Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 
newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 

 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 
 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  

to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Ballentine

    CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT 

• TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom 
apartment for rent in Toulon, 105 

E. Main. 
SERVICES 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 
and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364. 
 • SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. 
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon River 
Salvage (309) 299-8531. 
• BEAT RISING HEATING BILLS 
with the proven technology of a 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call 

today for budget-friendly 
warmth!  (309) 565-4300. 

FOR SALE 

• 4 WHEELER: 2010 Honda 
Rancher 420, approx. 1,164 
miles. $3,200 OBO. Call (309) 
231-6040. 
• BAD BOY BUGGY: 2011 Bad 
Boy XTO electric-powered ATV. 
$2,200. Call (309) 231-6040. 
• Utility posts for sale, range 
from 8 ft. to 20 ft. Call (309) 525-
5302. 

LOST 
• REWARD: Imperial wheel cover 
lost on Rt. 93, 300+ yards east of 
Bradford American Legion, 
southside of highway, $50 re-
ward if found undamaged. Call 
630-258-3628.

Gray

Meaker



   WYOMING  – The 
Stark County Junior Fair 
returns to the Wyoming 
fairgrounds starts Thurs-
day, July 24, and runs 
through July 28.  

Schedule of Events 
Tuesday, July 22 

   5 p.m. - Fair set up 
starts.  
   6 p.m. - Family hot dog 
roast, followed by the 
semi-annual Fair Board 
meeting. 

Thursday, July 24 
   6 p.m. - Stark County 
Fair Queen Pageant. 

Friday, July 25 
   7 a.m. - Swine weigh in. 
   9 a.m. - PeeWee swine 
showmanship, Jr. Fair 
swine show, 4-H swine 
show 
   5:30 p.m. - SCFB pedal 
pull. 

Saturday, July 26 
   8 a.m. - General proj-
ects check in, with 4H 
Judging first, then Jr. Fair 
office open for speed 
show at 10 a.m. 
   11 a.m. - Stark County 
speed show with goat and 
sheep weigh. 
   1 p.m. - PeeWee 
goat/sheep showmanship, 
Jr. Fair goat and sheep 
show and 4-H Goat and 
sheep show 
   3 p.m. - PeeWee poultry 
showmanship and  show.    
   3:30 p.m. - PeeWee rab-

bit showmanship and rab-
bits and rodents show. 

Sunday, July 27 
   8 a.m. - beef weigh in. 
   10 a.m. - PeeWee cattle 
showmanship and Bucket 
calf and dairy show. 
   11 a.m. - Jr. Fair beef 
show and 4-H beef show. 

Monday, July 28 
   9 a.m. - Horse and pony 
show. 
   5:30 p.m. - General 
project check-out. 
   6:30 p.m. - 4-H awards 
ceremony and Jr. Fair 
awards ceremony. 
   7 p.m. - Stark County 
Sale of Champions. 

Wednesday, July 31 
   6 p.m. - fair clean up.  
General projects must be 
picked up and Jr. Fair pre-
mium checks issued after 
clean up.
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Stark County Jr. Fair returns July 24

Pictured at left is Kellen Wall, winner of the first Kaden Wall Showmanship Award, with his champion 
heifer at the 2021 4-H fair. At right is Annette Harris and her horse Dixie placed second in a pole racing 
event at the third annual Stark County Speed Show in 2021. Photo by Collin Fairfield.

MOST OBITUARIES JUST $50   
CALL (309) 286 - 2185 
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LEGAL ADS

   1. TELEVISION: In the show "Ted Lasso," what 
does the sign over the locker room doorway say? 
   2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How many words are dogs 
believed to understand, on average? 
   3. U.S. STATES: Which two states don't observe 
Daylight Savings Time? 
   4. LITERATURE: In the "Harry Potter" book series, 
how many balls are used in a Quidditch match?   
   5. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which company owns car makers Porsche and Audi? 
   6. GEOGRAPHY: Which country is home to Lake Como? 
   7. MOVIES: What are the names of Cinderella's stepsisters?   
   8. ACRONYMS: What does the computer acronym DOS stand  f or?  
   9. MEDICAL: What is the condition called solar erythema? 
   10. PSYCHOLOGY: Someone suffering from alektorophobia is terrified by what? 
Answers 

TOP 10 MOVIES
1. Jurassic World: Rebirth (PG-13)  
2. F1: The Movie(PG-13)  
3. How to Train Your Dragon (PG)  
4. Elio (PG)  
5. 28 Years Later (R)  
6. M3GAN 2.0 (PG-13)  

7. Lilo & Stitch (PG)  
8. Mission: Impossible - The Final 
Reckoning (PG-13)  
9. Materialists (R)  
10. This Is Spinal Tap (R)   
 (c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. "Believe." 
2. Dogs generally know an average of 89 
words and phrases, but the number can 
range from 15 to 215. 
3. Hawaii and Arizona. 
4. Four balls of three different types (the 
Quaffle, two Bludgers and the Golden 
Snitch). 

5. Volkswagen AG. 
6. Italy. 
7. Anastasia and Drizella. 
8. Disk Operating System. 
9. Sunburn. 
10. Chickens. 
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-3 
 ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST DAY OF  
JULY, 2025 AND ENDING  

THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE, 2026 
   WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees of the Toulon Public Library 
District, of the Counties of Stark and Knox, State of Illinois, has 
prepared or caused to be prepared a tentative form of the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation for said Public Library District for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2026 and 
the same has been conveniently available for public inspection 
for at least thirty (30) days prior to final action thereon; and 
   WHEREAS, a public hearing was held as to such Annual 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance on July 14, 2025, notice of 
which was given at least thirty (30) days prior thereto by pub-
lishing notice thereof in the PRAIRIE NEWS, a newspaper of 
general circulation in the Toulon Public Library District; and 
   WHEREAS, all other legal requirements have been duly com-
plied with by the Board of Trustees of the Toulon Public Library 
District; 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT 
AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOULON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DISTRICT, IN THE COUNTIES OF STARK AND KNOX, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, AS FOLLOWS: 
   Section 1: That the following sums, or so much thereof as by 
law may be authorized, be and the same are hereby budgeted, 
set aside and appropriated for the specified Library 
Purposes for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025 and ending 
June 30, 2026; and the objects and purposes for which said ap-
propriations are made, and the amounts thereby appropriated for 
such purposes are as follows; to wit: 
FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES: [75 ILCS 16/35-5] 
Bank of Yates City beginning balance July 1, 2023                         
$30,580.06 
1. For salaries                                    $ 200,000.00 
2. For library materials                        $ 25,000.00 
3. For computers/equipment/furniture $ 15,000.00 
4. For office/library expenses               $ 20,000.00 
5. For postage                                       $ 1,100.00 
6. For utilities/maintenance                 $ 15,000.00 
7. For programming/training               $ 20,000.00 
8. For legal fees                                     $ 2,000.00 
9. Contingency                                      $ 5,000.00 
10. Miscellaneous Expenses                  $ 5,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 308,100.00 
FOR SOCIAL SECURITY FUND PURPOSES: [40 ILCS 5/21-110; 21-
110.1]: 
1. Social Security Taxes                      $ 16,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 16,000.00 
FOR ILL. MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT FUND: [40 ILCS 5/7-105; 7-

771]: 
1. Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund  $ 16,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 16,000.00 
FOR AUDIT PURPOSES: [75 ILCS 16/30-45 AND 50 ILCS 310/9]: 
1. Contractual Services-Audit                $ 4,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 4,000.00 
FROM LIABILITY, WORKERS’ COMPENSATION AND UNEMPLOY-
MENT INSURANCE: 
[745 ILCS 10/9-107]: 
1. Insurance                                        $ 12,000.00 
2. Treasurer’s Bond                               $ 1,000.00 
3. Contractual Fees and Legal Fees       $ 4,500.00 
4. Workers’ Compensation Insurance   $ 3,000.00 
5. Risk Management/Loss Control      $ 50,000.00 
6. Unemployment Insurance                 $ 2,500.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 73,000.00 
FOR BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND: [75 ILCS 16/35-5]: 
1. Building/Equipment Repair and 
Maintenance Costs                              $ 18,000.00 
2. Contingency                                      $ 2,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 20,000.00 
FOR SPECIAL RESERVE FUND: 75 ILCS 16/40-50: 
1. Building Fund $ 15,500.00 
2. Contingency $ 500.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 16,000.00 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF A WORKING CASH FUND: [75 ILCS 
16/35-35]: 
1. For Working Cash Fund                     $ 9,889.84 
TOTAL                                                   $ 9,889.84 
   Section 2: Appropriated for the foregoing expenses from the 
following estimate of revenues, by source, anticipated to be re-
ceived by the Library District in the fiscal year:: 
Projected cash on hand July 1, 2025  $ 12,300.00 
From the Special Reserve Fund           $ 37,900.00 
From the Working Cash Fund                $ 9,889.84 
Miscellaneous gifts and donations      $ 20,000.00 
Income of interest                                  $ 5,000.00 
Special purpose grants - Per Capita    $ 10,000.00 
Photocopy, cards, fax,  
and miscellaneous                               $ 15,000.00 
Corporate Personal Property  
Replacement Tax                                   $ 1,500.00 
Tax for General Corporate Library  
purposes                                           $ 240,000.00 
Tax for Social Security purposes         $ 15,000.00 
Tax for Ill. Municipal Retirement Fund $ 14,000.00 
Tax for Audit purposes                          $ 3,000.00 
Tax for Liability and Insurance            $ 61,900.00 
Tax for Maintenance purposes            $ 17,500.00 
Expected cash on hand June 30, 2026                $ 0 
   Section 3: Any unexpended balances in the General Library 

Fund, and Maintenance Fund appropriations will be deposited 
into the Special Reserve Fund pursuant to a plan in accordance 
with Article 40 of Chapter 75, Illinois Compiled Statutes. 
   Section 4: The Secretary of the Toulon Public Library District is 
hereby authorized and directed to have this Ordinance published 
at least once in a newspaper of general circulation within this li-
brary district. 
   Section 5: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from 
and after its passage, approval and publication as provided by 
law. 
   Passed by the Board of Trustees of the Toulon Public Library 
District and approved by the President this 14th day of July, 
2025. 
                               BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF TOULON 
                               PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 
                               By: Cheryl Hurst, Its President 
ATTEST: Roberta Cinnamon, Secretary 
 
STATE OF ILLINOIS                               ) 
                                                              ) SS. 
COUNTY OF STARK                               ) 
 

CERTIFICATE 
   I, Roberta Cinnamon, do hereby certify that I am the duly ap-
pointed, qualified and now acting Secretary of the Toulon Public 
Library District in the County of Stark and State of Illinois; 
that attached hereto is a true and correct copy of the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance No. 25-3 for the fiscal year 
July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 
   I further certify that the Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordi-
nance was duly passed by the Board of Trustees of said Library 
District at a meeting thereof held on the 14th day of July, 2025; 
that said Ordinance was duly passed by yea and nay vote 
thereon with at least a majority of all the Board of Trustees hav-
ing voted yea on the adoption and passage thereof and approved 
in accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois pursuant to 
the notice and publication thereof as required by law. 
   I further certify that said Annual Budget and Appropriation Or-
dinance contains an estimate of revenues, by sources, antici-
pated to be received by the Toulon Public Library District in the 
fiscal year. 
   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed my name in my official 
capacity as the Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Toulon 
Public Library District, at Toulon, Illinois this 14th day of July, 
2025. 
 
                               Roberta Cinnamon 
                               Secretary, Toulon Public Library District 
Published 7/18/25 
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Approved bill provides farmers’ tax certainty
By TAMMIE SLOUP 

FarmWeek 
   The recently signed federal 
budget reconciliation bill includes 
key safety net and tax provisions 
that help farmers, but the legislation 
doesn’t replace a comprehensive 
five-year farm bill. 
   President Donald Trump signed 
the nearly 900-page bill into law on 
July 4. Hundreds of provisions are 
included in the legislation, includ-
ing updates to key commodity risk 
management programs. 
   The funding for farm bill pro-
grams is good news for farmers. 
However, ag groups, including Illi-
nois Farm Bureau, have stressed the 
inclusion does not replace a five-
year farm bill. The ag industry con-
tinues to operate under the 2018 
farm bill. 
   “This bill addresses key Illinois 
Farm Bureau priorities, including 
permanent tax provisions and up-
dates to parts of the farm bill – both 
critically important to Illinois farm 
families who’ve been navigating a 
tough ag economy for several years,” 
IFB President Brian Duncan said. 
“There’s still work to be done. Sev-
eral key items could not be included 
in the reconciliation budget bill due 
to the Senate rules.”  
   Hard lines were drawn between the 
two parties, specifically concerning 
cuts to Medicaid and an overhaul of 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program. 

Farm provisions 
   The bill includes enhancements to 
the farm safety net with up to $66 
billion provided over 10 years. 
   These provisions include raising 

reference prices and commodity loan 
rates to better reflect today’s higher 
costs and market conditions. 
   Crop insurance programs would 
see about $6.3 billion in increased 
spending over 10 years. Beginning 
farmers also will receive additional 
premium assistance. The bill also up-
dates the federal crop insurance pro-
gram to allow farmers to purchase 
the Supplemental Coverage Option 
while enrolled in Agricultural Risk 
Coverage. Historically, SCO was 
available to only those enrolled in 
Price Loss Coverage. 
   Payment limits would increase 
from $125,000 to $155,000 for indi-
viduals, and then the payment limit 
would increase based on an inflation 
index. The bill also removes income 
caps for farmers or entities that draw 
75% or more of their income from 
agriculture or forestry. 
   The bill also has provisions to 
allow USDA to enroll up to 30 mil-
lion new acres based on the produc-
tion history of that ground.  
   In conservation, the bill takes back 
up to $16 billion from the Inflation 
Reduction Act and rolls those funds 
into the 10-year budgets for USDA’s 
main conservation programs. 
   Other provisions would double 
funding for USDA trade promotion 
programs. 
   Many farm bill programs could not 
be included in reconciliation because 
they are policy, not budgetary. 

Tax provisions 
   The 45Z credit was one of the few 
IRA incentives spared in the recon-
ciliation bill, which terminates or 
phases out many of the IRA’s credits 
established under the Biden Adminis-

tration. The bill extends the 45Z, or 
clean fuel production credit, from 
2027 to 2029, and prevents the use of 
foreign feedstocks outside of the 
U.S., Canada and Mexico. However, 
the bill lowers the value of the tax 
credit for sustainable aviation fuels. 
   In relation to the 2017 Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, farmers and rural busi-
nesses will continue to receive tax 
parity to their corporate counterparts 
through a permanent Section 199A 
deduction. The bill makes permanent 
a 20% deduction for qualified busi-
ness income for smaller businesses.  
   In addition to payment limitation 
increases, the bill creates new ex-
emptions from the limitations to any 
qualified pass-through entities. For 
the nearly 98% of family farms that 
operate as sole proprietorships, part-
nerships or S corporations, USDA’s 
Economic Research Service esti-
mates that 199A may be the most im-
pactful tax provision. 
   The legislation also reinstates 
100% bonus depreciation from 2025-
30 and increases the Section 179 de-
duction for smaller businesses to 
$2.5 million. 
   The bill increases the estate tax ex-
emption to $15 million for single tax 
filers and $30 million for married 
couples starting in 2026. 
   For individuals, the bill also in-
creases the standard income deduc-
tion as well as the child tax credit for 
couples and exempts taxes on tips for 
people through 2028.  
   This story was distributed through a co-
operative project between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.
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