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Oglesby found guilty of murder

JB SEEKS THIRD TERM

By BEN SZALINSKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   Gov. JB Pritzker announced 
Tuesday that former Deputy Gov. 
Christian Mitchell will be his run-
ning mate for the 2026 campaign. 
   Pritzker’s selection, made just 
days after announcing a third cam-
paign for governor, comes from a 
close circle of trust in Pritzker’s 
administration. Mitchell previously 
served in the governor’s office as 
one of four deputy governors over-
seeing key projects in Pritzker’s 
first term. 
   “Christian Mitchell is a proven 
leader with deep experience, steady 
judgment, and an unshakable com-
mitment to the working families of 
Illinois,” Pritzker said in a state-

ment. “Whether it’s transforming 
our clean energy future, rebuilding 
our infrastructure, or keeping our 
communities safe, Christian has 
been a force behind so much of our 
progress. I couldn’t ask for a better 
partner to continue delivering re-
sults for the people of Illinois.” 
   Mitchell, 38, will replace Lt. 
Gov. Juliana Stratton on the ticket 

as she seeks the Democratic nomi-
nation for U.S. Senate. 
   Mitchell comes in with hefty ex-
perience in state government and 
public policy. A resident of Chi-
cago’s Hyde Park neighborhood, 
Mitchell served three terms in the 
Illinois House beginning in 2013 
and was executive director of the 

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – A bench 
warrant was issued June 
27 for the arrest of Brant 
R. Knowles, 23, formerly 
of Champaign and Tou-
lon. His current address 
and whereabouts are un-
known. 
   Knowles was charged 
last Sept. 16 with Class 2 
felonies of burglary and 
theft, plus a Class A mis-
demeanor of criminal 
trespass to state land. 
   The bench warrant was 
issued in Stark County 
Circuit Court for failure 
to appear in court for the 
above charges. His court 
appointed Public De-
fender Bradley P. Popu-
rella, of Princeton, told 
Judge James A. Mack that 
he has had no contact 

with Knowles since his 
initial court appearance 
on Nov. 15, 2024. 
   Knowles has failed to 
appear the past seven 
times when scheduled for 
court. He has been impli-
cated in 
the bur-
glary and 
theft of 
items 
from Wy-
oming’s 
Illinois 
Depart-
ment of 
Transportation site on 
South 7th Street. It is al-
leged that he and Caleb 
Deck stole various items 
from that facility and pos-
sibly from other immedi-
ate area locations. 
   Knowles’ criminal his-
tory shows a McLean 

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker has chosen former Deputy Gov. Christian Mitchell to be his 
running mate for the 2026 campaign. Photo illustration by Capitol News Illinois.
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By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   GALESBURG – Marcy 
Oglesby was led from a Knox 
County courtroom to jail last 
week, possibly never to be free 
again. 
   After a bailiff placed Oglesby in 
handcuffs, the person who might 
have been second-most respon-
sible for that situation was the 
one in tears. 
   “I’m just very relieved that we 
were able to get justice for Rich-
ard Young. That’s what it’s 
about,” Knox County State’s At-

torney Ashley Worby said after a 
judge convicted Oglesby of 
Young’s murder.  
   A path that began with Young’s 
death in late 2021, continued to 
the discovery of his body a year 
later and included murder charges 
that were dropped and reinstated, 
came to a four-minute conclusion 
June 26 in a gray-painted, wood-
paneled room on the second story 
of the Knox County Courthouse.  
   Following lunch on the fourth 
day of a bench trial, Judge An-
drew Doyle found Oglesby guilty 
of first-degree murder, attempted 

murder and aggravated battery re-
garding the poisoning death of 
Young. He spent 30 years as a po-
lice officer in Maquon, which has 
about 220 residents. 
   Law-enforcement officers 
found Young’s body in October 
2022 in a Maquon storage unit 
after neighbors complained about 
an odor. Oglesby, 53, who ad-
mitted hiding Young’s remains, 
was arrested shortly thereafter. 
   Oglesby was found not guilty 
of concealing a homicide. Ac-
cording to Worby, that verdict 

Continued on Page 4

Presleigh Currier (left) and 
Jude Hoenig are Galva’s 
2025 Mr. and Miss Fire-
cracker. Currier is the 
daughter of Logan and Val-
erie, and Jude is the son of 
Joe and Holly. The pair 
were to ride in the July 4 
parade. Competitors for 
the crown participated in 
raising funds for Galva’s 
Freedom Fest by having 
their photo selected by do-
nors. The crown went to 
the contestants who raised 
the most money. Photo 
by Carol Townsend.
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and Oglesby being on pretrial release 
from jail were linked to the earlier 
dismissal of the murder charge. 
Doyle did that in early 2023 because 
of speedy-trial concerns, but a state 
appellate court overruled him.  
   The next scheduled court appear-
ance in Galesburg for Oglesby is 
Sept. 3, for her sentencing. The mur-
der charge mandates a 20-to-60-year 
state-prison term, to be served in full. 
Until then, Oglesby is to remain in 
the county jail. 
   Oglesby decided not to testify, ac-
cording to one of her attorneys, pub-
lic defender Christopher Kanthak. 
Clad in a pastel-pink T-shirt and 
black shorts, Oglesby departed the 
front of the courtroom before Worby 
and friends of Young exchanged 
hugs and well-wishes in the back.  
   This was Worby’s first successful 
murder prosecution since she became 
state’s attorney last December. She 
was an assistant state’s attorney when 
Oglesby first was charged. 
   “So many hours over the course of 
years to get here,” wet-eyed Worby 
said. “And hours of sleep lost and 
time away from my family to make 
sure that Richard can rest in peace. I 
have to keep this emotional distance 
so I can get through it. There’s just a 
huge amount of relief and release for 
everyone.” 
   If someone writes a book about this 
case, it could be titled “The Visine 
Killer.” The prosecution maintained 
Oglesby put eye drops and other 
medication in her longtime boy-
friend’s food and drink over three or 
four months beginning in the 
summer of 2021.  
   Young’s death, in late October or 
early November of that year, was 
from tetrahydrozoline intoxication, 
according to Dr. Amanda Youmans, 
who performed the autopsy in Peoria. 

Tetrahydrozoline is the active ingre-
dient in eye drops. The drug is harm-
less when used as intended but can 
be fatal if ingested. 
   “This was the first time I had an 
autopsy where this drug was de-
tected,” Youmans said June 24 on the 
witness stand. “It’s significant, be-
cause it’s an over-the-counter eye 
medication.” 
   In her closing argument two days 
later, Worby said Oglesby’s two-
pronged motive – financial and ro-
mantic – was as old as time.  
   To access Young’s bank accounts, 
Oglesby initiated purchase of an 80-
acre Knoxville-area farm that had a 
listed price of $800,000. She and 
Young were to reside there. In ev-
idence offered in court, Young texted 
friends about how he was planning to 
purchase a tractor. 
   But after the deal fell through, 
Oglesby drained at least $60,000 
from Young’s savings, Worby said.  
   “And she is just spending it,” 
Worby said. “On what, we don’t 
know. She has no source of money 
other than Richard Young’s bank ac-
count.” 
   Oglesby worked for years in the 
medical field but had no recent gain-
ful employment, according to Worby. 
Oglesby intended to pursue an art-re-
lated career, possibly with a Nigerian 
man nicknamed “Sonny.”  
   In an interview police recorded 
shortly after Young’s body was 
found, Oglesby accused Young of 
being stingy. She also said she and 
the Nigerian never met in person. 
They communicated online. 
   “More like a fantasy, more like 
something that filled in the blanks,” 
Oglesby said during the interview, 
which the court heard June 25. 
“We’re 6,224 miles apart. I was with 
someone who was 22 years older 
than me and not the most affectionate 

person in the world. I had a midlife 
crisis.” 
   Not long after the farm deal was 
aborted, 71-year-old Young tested 
positive in August 2021 for COVID-
19. He didn’t consult a doctor, ac-
cording to court testimony. He texted 
associates about feeling dizzy, nau-
seous and unsteady. 
   “That’s when the light bulbs go 
off,” Worby said. “She’s not going to 
be able to pay back this money, and 
Richard is going to be upset she’s 
taken over 60 grand from him. 
   “Perhaps Marcy caught something 
on TV about eye drops, and she got 
an idea. Rick is ill. She wants to get 
rid of him. How is she going to get 
out of it? This is her opportunity.” 
   Worby also referred to testimony 
Galesburg police officer Timothy 
Spitzer offered June 25. He con-
ducted digital analysis of Young’s 
cellphone and determined Oglesby 
commandeered it in November 2021.  
   Oglesby impersonated Young in re-
sponses to text messages his phone 
received after October, Spitzer’s ev-
idence indicated. Selfies of Young 
taken between July and November-
showed him becoming increasingly 
gaunt and bruised.  
   On the final day of the trial, the de-
fense called two witnesses. One was 
Karen Doubet, Oglesby’s 79-year-old 
godmother, who earlier in court im-
plicated Oglesby and alleged her eye-
drop abuse. The other witness was 
Craig Chatterton, a forensic toxicolo-
gist for the Office of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner in Edmonton, Alberta. 
A paid witness, Chatterton disputed 
conclusions about how Young died.  
   Chatterton said tests of muscle tis-
sue, which in Young indicated sky-
high levels of tetrahydrozoline, were 
not as accurate as tests of blood. That 
option wasn’t available because 
Young’s body had decomposed. 
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Traffic citations &  
Ordinance Violations 
   6-28 - Andrew R. Burwell - Driv-
ing 21-25 mph above limit. 
   6-28 - Alexis J.B. Green - Disre-
gard stop sign. 
   6-28 - Kennidey S. Dahl - Driving 
15-20 mph above limit. 
   6-29 - Alfonso Casiano-Rodri-
guez - Unlicensed.iving 11-14 mph 
above the limit. 

Misdemeanors &  
Felonies 
   4-12 - Criminal felony - Andrew L. 
Martinez - Possession of metham-
phetamine. 
   6-25 - Domestic violence-criminal 
misdemeanor - Wyatt E. Schupp - 
Domestic battery/physical contact. 
   6-28 - Criminal felony - Alex R. 
Nowlan - Unlawful restraint of Ash-
ley Gardner, Toulon. 

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   6-23 - Jason M. Gillan, 45, Peoria, 
cited for operating an uninsured ve-
hicle and failure to wear a seat belt.  
   6-23 - Johnessa L. Griffin, 20, Peo-
ria, cited for speeding 73 mph in a 55 
zone.  
   6-24 - Paula M. Hoadley, 72, 
Tampa, Fla., cited for driving while 
license was suspended and driving 
without a front registration plate. Her 
vehicle was impounded, and she was 
released with a court date.  
   6-24 - Jonathan P. Hopkins-
Bourque, 23, Saint Anne, ticketed for 
speeding 80 mph in a 55 zone.  
   6-24 - Matthew D. Muller-Harri-
son, 22, Kewanee, cited for speeding 
70 mph in a 55 zone, operating an 
uninsured vehicle and issued a notice 
to appear.  
   6-25 - Tayra K. Febles Bula, 21, 
San Antonio, Texas, cited for speed-
ing 86 mph in a 55 zone. She was is-
sued a court date.  
   6-26 - Ausencia Favela, 50, Kewa-
nee, cited for speeding 79 mph in a 
55 zone.  
   6-27 - Lance E. Carder, 39, Kewa-
nee, cited for possession of adult-use 
cannabis by a vehicle driver.  
   6-27 - Emily A. Vanauken, 43, Peo-
ria, ticketed for speeding.  
   6-28 - Patrick C. Riley, 18, Ster-
ling, cited for speeding. 

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   6-23 - to several addresses in the 

NW side of town for complaints in-
volving juveniles knocking on doors 
and then running away. Officer did 
not locate anyone.  
   6-24 - to a disturbance between 
siblings in the 00 block of NE 4th St.  
   6-24 - to the 200 block of NW 4th 
St. for a child-custody exchange.   
   6-24 - to a wild-animal complaint 
after an opossum was found inside a 
downtown business. Officer was able 
to remove the animal.  
   6-24 - to the 400 block of SE 1st 
St. for a utilities complaint involving 
phone wires down.  
   6-24 - to the 900 block of W. Divi-
sion St. for an unattended fire. It was 
extinguished prior to police arrival.  
   6-25 - to Illinois Route 17 south of 
Galva for a loose horse in the road-
way. The owner was located and put 
the horse back in the pen. 
   6-26 - to the 100 block of NW 6th 
Ave. for a city ordinance violation. 
   6-26 - to the 300 block of SE 7th 
Ave. for a city ordinance violation.  
   6-26 - to the 200 block of NW 4th 
St. for a child-custody dispute.  
   6-26 - to the 200 block of SE 6th 
St. for a two-vehicle accident with 
damage only.   
   6-26 - twice to remove an un-
wanted subject in the 400 block of 
SW 4th Ave. Brandon Swank, 29, 
Galva, was arrested for disorderly 
conduct and issued a court date. 
   6-27 - to the 700 block of NW 4th 
St. for a resident who appeared to be 
suffering from a mental-health crisis.  
   6-27 - While patrolling, officer 
found an abandoned bicycle in a lot 
in the 100 block of SE 2nd St.   
   6-27 - to the 400 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a harassment complaint. A 
subject was served with a written 
banning letter and told to leave.  
   6-27 - to the 100 block of SE 2nd 
Ave. for a civil-property dispute.  
   6-27 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd 
St. for a possible theft.It was learned 
a subject placed groceries into a simi-
lar vehicle, which soon drove away.  

The vehicle owner called shortly 
thereafter, and the groceries were re-
turned to their rightful owner.  
   6-28 - While patrolling, officer no-
ticed a shopping cart abandoned in 
the 300 block of SW 4th St. It was 
returned to the business.  
   6-28 - to the 400 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a report involving criminal 
damage to property.  
   6-28 - to the intersection of NE 1st 
Ave. and NE 7th Street for a report of 
a male subject screaming at a house. 
The subject denied needing services 
and rode off on a bicycle.  
   6-28 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd 
St. for a loose-dog complaint. The 
dog was impounded and later re-
leased back to its owner.  
   6-28 - to a two-vehicle accident 
with injuries at the intersection of 
SW 2nd St. and SW 2nd Ave.   
   6-28 - After a traffic stop in the 200 
block of NW 4th Ave., Anthony 
Kummings, 38, Galesburg, was cited 
for operating a vehicle when registra-
tion suspended for mandatory insur-
ance and issued a court date.  
   6-29 - to the west edge of town to 
watch for a reckless driver on U.S. 
Route 34. Officer located the vehicle, 
but did not observe any traffic viola-
tions to justify a traffic stop.   

Property Transfers 
   6-23 - Agnes M. Parker to Philip C. 
Parker and Cheryl L. Parker-Nance - 
Pts. Sect. 30-13-6 NW - 203 W. Prai-
rie Ave., Toulon - Consid. = $0. 
   6-23 - Deanne K. and Jay E. Kno-
bloch to Deanne K. and Jay E. Kno-
bloch, co-trustees - Und. 32.765% 
Sect. 28-12-7 NE, 30% Int. Pt. Sect. 
31-13-6 SE and Pt. Sect. 6-12-6 NE - 
Consid. = $0. 
   6-23 - James P. Olinger and Whit-
ney R. FKA Wallace Olinger to 
Chasity L. Holton - Vg. of LaFayette 
Pt. Block 27 Lots 3 and 4 - 602 
Washington St., LaFayette - Consid. 
= $45,000. 
   6-27 - Jill C. Stieghorst to Jill C. 
Stieghorst, Revocable Trust - Pt. 
Sect. 7-12-5 SE, Sect. 17-12-5 SW, 
Sect. 20-12-5 NW and NE, Sect. 30-
12-5 SW, Sect. 31-12-5 NW, and 
Sect. 32-12-5 SW - Consid. = $0. 
   6-27 - Leslea S. Carroll to Leslea 
S. Carroll, Revoxcable Trust - Pt. 
Sect. 7-12-5 SE, Setc. 18-12-5 NE, 
Sect. 20-12-5 NW, Sect. 31-12-5 
NW and NE - Consid. = $0. 

Marriage 
   6-24 - Sadie Lee Dabney, Farm-
ington and Brent Daniel Barding, 
Wyoming.
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Democratic Party of Illi-
nois in 2018 before joining 
the governor’s office in 
2019. 
   Mitchell left Pritzker’s 

administration in early 
2023 to become vice pres-
ident for civic engagement 
at the University of Chi-
cago where he oversees 
government relations. Mit-
chell was appointed by 
Pritzker last year to an un-
paid seat on the Metropol-
itan Pier and Exposition 
Authority board, which 
oversees Navy Pier and 
McCormick Place. He is 
also a first lieutenant in the 
Illinois Air National 
Guard. 
   “The governor has led 
with courage and compas-
sion, and together we’ve 
built a foundation that’s 
moving Illinois forward,” 
Mitchell said in a state-
ment. “I’m ready to build 
on that progress – lowering 
costs, expanding opportu-

nity, and making sure 
every community has the 
resources and opportunities 
they deserve. This is about 
delivering real results for 
the people of Illinois, and 
I’m excited to get to 
work.” 
   Though the lieutenant 
governor has few constitu-
tional responsibilities in Il-
linois, Pritzker has 
leveraged the position to 
task Stratton with leading 
key legislative initiatives 
and overseeing the imple-
mentation of some of his 
administration’s top prior-
ities at state agencies. 
   If Pritzker is elected to 
another term, the role will 
hold greater importance as 
Pritzker considers running 
for president in 2028. 
Pritzker’s election to the 

presidency would require 
Mitchell to serve the final 
two years of his term. 
   While keeping Mitchell’s 
selection under wraps, 
Pritzker told reporters in 
recent days he was looking 
for a running mate who 
was ready to immediately 
step into the governorship 
if required. 
   “The number one qualifi-
cation is, ‘can you do the 
job of being governor be-
cause if you’re lieutenant 
governor, that may come to 
you,’” Pritzker said. 
   “The second thing I think 
about is person who I 
might choose for lieutenant 
governor somebody who 
has a heart for all the 
people of Illinois, not just 
some or some specific seg-
ment of the population be-
cause we have a big, 
diverse state,” he said. 
    In 2020 and 2021, Mit-
chell oversaw the negotia-
tions of Pritzker’s marquee 
climate policy – the Cli-
mate and Equitable Jobs 
Act. It massively reformed 
the utility and energy in-
dustry and requires all fos-
sil fuel power plants to 
close by 2045. 
   Mitchell was responsible 
for representing the gover-
nor in negotiations around 
the bill and was the face of 
the Pritzker administration 
as it went through the 
legislature. 

PRITZKER: 2028 presidential race an option
Continued from Page 1

KNOWLES: 
Past meth 
conviction

Continued from Page 1
County conviction for fel-
ony intent to deliver 
methamphetamine, plus a 
felony possession of meth 
for which he received 30 
months of probation.  
   He pleaded guilty to a 
Stark County Class 2 fel-
ony burglary charge in 
2021, for which he re-
ceived two years of pro-
bation. At that time, the 
state dismissed additional 
charges of meth posses-
sion and burglary. 
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Bradford board OKs 
amended FY25 budget 
   BRADFORD – The Bradford 
School Board on June 24 approved 
an amended budget for Fiscal Year 
2025. The board also approved trans-
ferring $500,000 from the Education 
Fund to the Capital Projects Fund to 
finance future projects.  
   Possible work outlined includes 
junior high HVAC, track upgrades 
and new playground equipment. 
  In other business, the board re-
newed property and casualty insur-
ance with Bullis & Sundberg 
Insurance Services of Galesburg and 
passed FY26 family and athletic 
handbooks. 

Heritage Days included 
$100 nightly winners 
   PRINCEVILLE – A new promo-

tion at this year’s Heritage Days fes-
tival in Princeville saw the Prince-
ville Civic Association give away 
$100 each night in a random draw-
ing.  
   Out of a total of 155 entries, the 
winners were Mandy Kistner, Adam 
Bender and Adam Will.  
   A Cutest Pet Contest raised a total 
of $563.56 for the Princeville Food 
Pantry. Otis was the winner and 
raised $59.34. 
   The 5K race on Saturday drew 57 
participants. Hunter Keister was the 
overall winner with a time of 17:40. 
Top female finisher was Bethany 
Sennett in 20:58. Race results are at: 
stjudepville2peoria.pbworks.com. 
Race participants ranged in age from 
5 to 72. 
   Dennis and Jane Stoecker were the 
parade marshals for Saturday’s 
parade. Parade prize winners were 

Lifewise Academy, Country Finan-
cial and Wyoming Vet.     
   Learn more about the PCA at its 
next meeting, Tuesday, July 8, at 
5:30 p.m. at the Lillie M. Evans Li-
brary.  

Hunter safety class  
offered in Princeville 
   PRINCEVILLE – Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever will hold 
a free hunter safety class on Thurs-
day, July 31, and Friday, Aug. 1 at 
Princeville United Methodist 
Church, 420 E. Woertz Rd. 
   The class is held from 5-10 p.m. 
both nights. You must be present 
both nights.Those attending must be 
at least 9 years old by Dec. 31, 
2025. 
   Dinner will be provided for free 
both nights. To register, contact 
Mike Aldrich at (309) 229-4090.  

BRIEFS



TAKE NOTICE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

CASE NO.  2025TX5 
   To: Estate of Gwen Ames a/k/a 
Gwen Cullop, deceased; Aubrey 
Ames; Alexis Ames; Unknown 
Heirs/Devisees of Gwen Ames a/k/a 
Gwen Cullop, deceased; Kasity 
Yanez; William Yanez; Princeville 
State Bank; Heather Hollis, Stark 
County Clerk; Persons in occupancy 
or actual possession of said prop-
erty, unknown owners or parties 
claiming any right, interest or title in 
the described real estate: 
   Property located at:  
102 N Galena Ave, Wyoming, IL 
Property Index No.    04-36-318-
006 
Tax Sale Certificate No.   
202100032 
   This property was sold on Oc-
tober 25, 2022 for delinquent gen-
eral taxes for the year of 2021.  A 
Petition for Tax Deed for this prop-
erty was filed on April 16, 2025. 
   Your right to redeem the property 
from the sale will expire on October 

8, 2025.  If you fail to redeem by 
that date, the court may enter a 
judgment granting petitioner a tax 
deed. 
   This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of this county in 
Toulon, Illinois on December 12, 
2025 at 2 PM before Judge Mack, 
or whomever may be sitting in his 
or her stead. 
JICTB, INC., Petitioner 
Angela L. Tucker, Esq. 
JICTB, INC. 
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100 
Champaign, IL  61821 
Published 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/25 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF: Roome, Bernice H.,  
No. 2025PR66 
Deceased                                           

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of 
Bernice H. Roome. Letters of Office 
were issued on June 6, 2025, to 
David Roome as Executor whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, 

LLC. 
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, or 
both on or before December 13, 
2025. 
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after it 
has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions.  
   To e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing provider. 
Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethel
p.asp. Or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office. 
 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for  Executor 
P.O. Box 165 

Galva, IL  61434 
309) 932-2001 
keith@barashlaw.com  
Published 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/25 

• • • 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
CLARENCE O. HODGES, deceased 
No. 2025-PR-54 
   Notice is given of the death of 
CLARENCE O. HODGES.  Letters of 
Office were issued on May 6, 2025, 
to Brent R. Hodges, 154 Slant Rd., 
Toulon, IL 61483, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is Michael 
Massie, Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. 
Box 205, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Henry County 
Courthouse, 307 W. Center St., 
Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the 
representative, or both, within six 
months from the date of first 
publication, the BAR DATE, and any 
claim not filed within that period is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or 

delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within ten days after 
it has been filed. 
 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 

P.O. Box 205 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/25 

• • •
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LEGAL ADS

Continued on Page 11

   1. TELEVISION: What is the name of the bar where 
Homer Simpson hangs out? 
   2. MUSIC: What are the first names of the Jackson 
5?  
   3 . MOVIES: What prop is found in almost every 
scene in "The Fight Club"? 
   4. ANATOMY: What does the term "hallux" refer to 
in human anatomy? 
   5. GEOMETRY: What is the perimeter of a circle called? 
   6. LITERATURE: What is Ron Weasley's patronus in the "Harry Potter" book series? 
   7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How many tusks does a warthog have? 
   8. GEOGRAPHY: How many states does the Pacific Crest Trail cross?    
   9. SCIENCE: What is a common name for iron oxide?   
   10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which president was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for bravery in WWII? 
Answers 

TOP 10 MOVIES
1. How to Train Your Dragon (PG)  
2. 28 Years Later (R)  
3. Elio (PG)  
4. Lilo & Stitch (PG)  
5. Mission: Impossible - The Final 
Reckoning (PG-13)  

6. Materialists (R)  
7. Ballerina (R)  
8. Karate Kid: Legends (PG-13)  
9. Final Destination: Bloodlines (R)  
10. Kuberaa (NR) 
 (c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. Moe's Tavern. 
2. Jackie, Tito, Jermaine, Marlon and Mi-
chael. 
3. A Starbucks coffee cup. 
4. The big toe. 
5. Circumference. 
 

6. Jack Russell Terrier. 
7. Four. 
8. Three (California, Oregon, and Washing-
ton). 
9. Rust. 
10. George H.W. Bush. 
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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OBITUARIES
Raymond C. Behnke 

   GALVA – Raymond C. “Ray” 
Behnke, 94, of Galva, died at 10:22 
a.m., Tuesday, June 24, 2025, at 
OSF Saint Mary Medical Center in 
Galesburg surrounded by his loving 
family. 
   He was born on 
May 7, 1931, in 
Burns Township, 
Ill., the son of 
John and Virginia 
(Mandle) Behnke. 
He married Alice 
Evans in 1953 in 
Galva. She pre-
ceded him in death on April 14, 
2010.  
   Survivors include his son, Brad-
ley Behnke of Florida; his two 
daughters, Christine (Clint) Smith 
of Peoria, Ariz.; and Kim Lister of 
Galva; three grandchildren, Ryan 
Smith, Geri Siemers and Brett 
Smith; and five great-grandchil-
dren, Malcolm Smith, Liam 
Siemers, Emma Smith, Jensen 
Siemers and Brynlee Smith. He was 
preceded in death by his parents 
and a brother, Donald. 
   Ray graduated from Galva High 
School in 1949 and served his 
country in U.S. Air Force from 
1951-55. He worked as an airline 
administrator for American Airlines 
for 32 years until his retirement.  
   He was a member of the Galva 
American Legion, Lake Calhoun 
Country Club and the Galva Wild-
cat Hall of Fame. He was an avid 
fan of the Galva Wildcats and the 
Chicago Cubs. He enjoyed golfing, 
hunting, fishing and playing poker. 
   A visitation was June 27 at Rux 
Funeral Home in Galva. Private 
graveside services will be held at 
Galva Cemetery, where military 
rites will be accorded by the Galva 
Fusiliers.  
   Memorials may be directed to the 
Galva Athletic Boosters or to Galva 
American Legion Hagberg-Hamlin 
Post 45. 

Linda R. Forbes 
   GALVA – Linda Ruth Tennis 
Bricker Forbes, 77, of Galva, died at 
12:12 p.m., Wednesday, June 25, 
2025, at OSF Saint Mary Medical 
Center in Galesburg.  
   A funeral service was July 2, 2025, 

at Rux Funeral Home, Galva with 
Pastor Ivan Brake officiating. Burial 
was in the Galva Cemetery, where 
military rites were accorded by the 
Galva Fusiliers. Memorials may be 
directed to a charity of the donor’s 
choice. 
   Linda was born 
on Oct. 25, 1947, 
in Huntington, 
Pa., the daughter 
of Robert and 
Ethel (Sheets) 
Tennis. She was 
married to Wil-
liam Bricker Sr. 
and then later to 
Robert Forbes on March 12, 1994, in 
Williamsfield. He preceded her in 
death on Nov. 25, 2016. She was also 
preceded in death by her parents and 
a grandson, William Bricker III.  
   She is survived by four daughters, 
Tracy (Ronnie) Lambert of Gales-
burg, Mary Lawver (Paul Denny) of 
Indianapolis, William (Katie) Bricker 
Jr., and Amanda Bricker Jaco, both 
of Galva; 10 grandchildren; and 11 
great-grandchildren. Linda was also 
the oldest of 12 children in her 
family. 
   Linda graduated from Huntington 
High School and then served her 
country as a U.S. Marine in Vietnam 
from 1965-69. She was a full-time 
mother but found time to work as a 
secretary for Sunbeam, operated 
Loving Hands Cleaning and Health 
Care Services, was a CNA, a li-
censed cook and provided home 
health care through the health depart-
ment.   
   She was a member of the Assembly 
of God Church and sang in the choir. 
She enjoyed sketching and painting, 
baking and teaching chalk artistry at 
the church. She was also the founder 
of Biker Santa. 

Roger N. Smith 
   GALVA – Roger N. “Radar” 
Smith, 63 of Galva, died at 7:15 a.m. 
on Thursday, June 26, 2025, at his 
home.  
   Per his wishes, cremation was ac-
corded, and no services will be held. 
Memorials may be directed for an 
educational fund or to the Galva Ath-
letic Boosters Association. Rux Fu-
neral Home in Galva is assisting the 
family with arrangements. 

   He was born on June 30, 1961, in 
Berwyn, Ill., the son of Harold and 
Ethel (Emken) Smith. He married 
Debra Hill on May 27, 1984. She 
survives, as do his children, Krystle 
Smith (and fiancé Gordon), Jason 
Smith (and Jo-
hanna Kremer) 
Darrious Smith 
and Jatavius 
Smith; and nine 
grandchildren.  
   He was pre-
ceded in death by 
his parents; a 
sister; his in-laws, 
Clarence and Virginia Hill; and all 
his aunts and uncles. 
   Radar was raised in Galva and 
graduated from Galva High School 
in 1979. He played basketball in high 
school. He attended Black Hawk 
East and received a welding certifi-
cate. He also served in the Illinois 
National Guard for 19 years. He also 
coached youth baseball and basket-
ball. Roger was a welder and con-
crete worker, last working for Wilbur 
Nelson Farm Services. He was also a 
jack of all trades. 

Naomi A. Peterson 
   GALVA – Naomi A. Peterson, 102, 
a resident at the Knox County Nurs-
ing Home, formerly of Galva, died 
June 25, 2025, at OSF Saint Mary 
Medical Center in Galesburg. 
   A celebration of life will be held at 
11 a.m. on Sept. 20 at the First 
United Methodist Church in Galva.  
   She was born on Sept. 20, 1922, in 
East Galesburg. She married Frank 
“Junior” Peterson on May 11, 1946, 
in Knoxville. She is survived by her 
four children, Linda (James) Ken-
nedy of Burr Ridge, Jolene (Bruce) 
Zukauskas of Groton, Mass., John 
(Sydna) Peterson of New Orleans, 
La, and Elizabeth (Bradley) Buck of 
Peoria, Ariz.; six grandchildren; and 
six great-grandchildren. 

Chauncey C. Stewart 
   GALVA – Chauncey C. “Chan” 
Stewart, 79, of Galva, died June 22, 
2025 at his home. 
   Survivors include his three chil-
dren; Bobbie, Chad and Kermit; two 
sisters, Edie and Linda; 12 grandchil-
dren; and two great grandchildren. 
   No services are planned.

  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 
 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life  
1st Congregational Church of Toulon 

Reverend David Graham 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night Fellowship & Prayer 5:30 

Kids Club 309 5:15 checkin to 7:00 p.m. 
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
202 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

 Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Adult Discussion Group, 5:30 p.m.  
Worship (in Luther Hall) 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, 10 a.m. Children's Sunday School 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL  

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m.,   Sun. at 9 a.m.,   Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191 
Fr. Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 
newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 

 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 
 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  

to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Behnke SmithForbes

SERVICES 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-
dows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 
and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364. 
 • SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. 
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon River 
Salvage (309) 299-8531. 
• BEAT RISING HEATING BILLS 
with the proven technology of a 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-

DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call 
today for budget-friendly warmth!  
(309) 565-4300. 

FOR SALE 

• 4 WHEELER: 2010 Honda 
Rancher 420, approx. 1,164 
miles. $3,200 OBO. Call (309) 
231-6040. 
• BAD BOY BUGGY: 2011 Bad 
Boy XTO electric-powered ATV. 
$2,200. Call (309) 231-6040. 
• Utility posts for sale, range 
from 8 ft. to 20 ft. Call (309) 525-
5302. 

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom 
apartment for rent in Toulon, 105 
E. Main. Call (309) 678-1831.

    CLASSIFIEDS
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