
RURAL BOXHOLDER 
LOCAL P.O. BOXHOLDER

****************ECRWSS***** 
PRSRT. STD. 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Elmwood, Illinois 

Permit No. 13

Carrier Route PresortThe Prairie News 
 

“The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry counties”  
Serving the fine communities of Wyoming, Toulon, Bradford, Duncan, Galva, LaFayette, Stark, Speer,  

Castleton, Bishop Hill, Camp Grove, Princeville, Edelstein, Laura, West Jersey, Monica, Elmira, Modena, Saxon, Lawn Ridge, Broadmoor,  
Elmore, Lombardville, Milo and rural customers at Kewanee and Williamsfield. 

FREE! 
Compliments of  

Our Fine Advertisers!

Hot news tip?  
Want to advertise? 
Call (309) 286-2185

Aug. 1, 2025 
Vol. 22, No. 28

Stark County 
School Board 
sets goals 

Galva board 
approves  

5-year plan 
By CAROL TOWNSEND 

For The Prairie News 
   GALVA – The Galva School 
Board approved the school dis-
trict’s strategic plan for 2025-30 at 
its meeting Monday night.  
   The 25-page booklet will be dis-
tributed to each parent in the near 
future. The plans call for enhanc-
ing educational opportunities and 
reviewing current strengths, chal-
lenges and opportunities of the 
Galva School District. Adminis-
trators, parents and teachers were 
all a part of developing the plan. 
   The group had general planning 
sessions, contributed to the com-
munity SWOT analysis and as-
sisted in analyzing data from 
statehood surveys.  
   Superintendent Joe Becker told 
the board that the fiscal year 
ended June 30 and he had con-
cerns about the transportation 
budget. He said the Galva district 

Longtime Bradford residents Denny and Nancy Derick were recently 
recognized by the village for their contributions to the community.

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING –  The Stark County School 
Board held its annual summer board retreat 
on July 21 in the morning at the high school 
library, in Toulon.  
   The board focused on three goal-setting 
sessions for short- and long-term goals in 
meetings with administration, directors and 
other various depart-
ments. 
   After lunch, the 
board reconvened in 
the grade school cafe-
teria in Wyoming for 
its regular monthly meeting. In his report, 
Superintendent Brett Elliott thanked various 
individuals for preparation of the new 
school year. 
   “We remind the community that the 
teacher institute for the 2025-26 school year 
is Aug. 12 and 13,” Elliott said. “The first 
day of school for K-12 students is Aug. 14 
with an 8 a.m. – 1:45 p.m. school day 
through Labor Day.”  

Continued on Page 2Continued on Page 2

CONTEST WINNERS

Inside 
• Old Settlers As-
sociation sched-
ule. Page 7 Students from Wyoming took second and 

third places in the 8-10 age category in 
the annual Cream of the Crop photo 
contest, which highlights Illinois agricul-
ture. Emery Edwards. of Wyoming re-
ceived second place and a $500 Bright 
Start 529 college savings scholarship for 
his picture above, which he titled “Dinner 
Time.” The third-place picture, at left, was 
from Vada Edwards of Wyoming, and was 
titled “Cattle Feed.” She received a $250 
scholarship. Winning photos will be dis-
played at the Illinois State Fair Aug. 7-17 
in Treasurer Michael Frerichs’ tent. 

Bradford’s Citizen Spotlight shines on Dericks
By SHARON CAUTHON 

For The Prairie News 
   BRADFORD – Denny and Nancy 
Derick, long-time residents of Brad-
ford, have devoted countless hours 
to their community.  
   Bradford was built from the hard 
work and dedication of people like 
the Dericks, who were selected for 
the Citizens of Bradford Spotlight 
for July.  
   Denny Derick moved with his 
family to Bradford at the age of 5. 
He attended St. John’s Catholic 

School for his elementary education 
then attended Bradford High 
School, graduating in 1962. Nancy 
attended Bradford Elementary 
School and graduated from Brad-
ford High School a year later in 
1963. 
   Nancy (Scott) Derick is a fourth-
generation resident of Bradford, 
where her family built a lasting leg-
acy.  
   Denny Derick worked at the 
Bradford Post Office part-time 
while in high school. Later he man-

aged Mobil Chemical, also located 
in Bradford. He also had farmland 
that he cultivated in the area. 
   Nancy worked at the telephone 
company and had 34 years of ded-
icated service to Purtscher Oil in 
Bradford. 
   They were married at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Bradford and 
have been married for 61 years. 
They have two kids, Bill and Julie, 
five grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren. 



   Pre-K first day is Aug. 
18. 
   In other business, the 
board approved the 2025-
26 transportation hand-
book, support staff 
handbook and the extracur-
ricular code.  
   The board approved the 
Farnsworth Group’s 
$25,000 proposal to com-
plete the state-mandated 
10-year Health Life Safety 
Study, a Threat Assessment 
Management Plan, a 
Granting Expenditure of 
FY26 funds and an Oc-
tober board meeting date 
change from Oct. 20 to 
Oct. 21. 
   Board committee assign-
ments for 2025-26 are: 
Building/Finance, Chair 

Bruce West, Ann Orwig, 
Joe Rediger, Dane Rich-
ards; Negotiations/Policy 

Chair Emily Leezer, Erin 
Price, Rediger; Educa-
tion/Extra-Curricular Chair 

Orwig, Price, Chelsea 
Sherbeyn, West; HSSED 
Governing Board is 
Leezer; and Education 
Foundation is Sherbeyn 
and Richards. 
   After executive session, 
the board announced the 
resignation of Jordyn 
Minder as junior 
high/high school BIST 
aide and the resignation of 
Mary Beth Newby.  
   Approved items: Cole 
Hartley as head boys base-
ball coach, an award of 
the 2022-23 yearbook sti-
pend to Paige Rewerts, the 
2023-24 and 2024-25 
yearbook stipends to 
Megan McGann and the 
revised support staff pay 
ratios for the 2025-26 
school year. 
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The Prairie News 
   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except one week 
in July and Dec. 25) by Lampe 
Publications LLC, 115 W. Main 
St., Elmwood, IL 61529.   
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Graphic Designer - Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Chief Correspondent -  
John A. Ballentine 
• Bradford Correspondent - 
Angie Stange 
• Galva Correspondent -  
Carol Townsend 

The Prairie News is located 
at 101 West Main Street, PO 
Box 240, Toulon, Illinois 61483. 
Office hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tues-
days by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays 
by 3 p.m. Readers are encouraged 
to submit news. Email to: 
news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no 
financial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an 
error occured.  
   The Prairie News is an Illinois 
Press Association member.

STARK: School board committees assigned
Continued from Page 1

GALVA: Approved purchase of activity bus
is driving daily to Moline 
and has a bus driver and 
an aide stay for the five-
hour class time. He said he 
is working on potentially 
sharing rides with nearby 
districts but keeping the 
Galva aide with the stu-
dent. 
   The board approved 
buying an activity bus 
with a cost not to exceed 
$110,000. The vehicle is 

to be a white colored, 14-
passenger bus that does 
not require a bus license to 
drive. That way, a coach 
can drive and save on a 
bus driver’s salary when 
taking small groups to 
events.  
   The transportation super-
visor will see what is 
available. If the district 
finds a suitable used ve-
hicle, it doesn’t have to 
take bids. 
   The board approved Go-
renz and Associates, Ltd. 

of Peoria to conduct the 
Fiscal Year 2025 audit.  
   The board also approved 
the following personnel 
items: 
   • Tobie Hargens as long-
term substitute for 7th 
through 12th grade special 
education for the 2025-26 
school year. 
   • Alison Bejar and Jett 
Olson as full-time building 
custodians. 
   • Carsen Meyer as junior 
high and tech secretary. 
   • John Mepham as bus 

driver for the 2025-26 
school year. 
   • Dustin Weber as a jun-
ior high football volunteer 
coach. 
   • the resignation of Mi-
chael Branham as building 
custodian, effective Sept. 
5. 
   Finally, the board voted 
to keep sealed all the 
closed session minutes 
from December 2024 
through June 2025. 

Continued from Page 1

Goldrush Apple Win awards grant 
to Stark Co. for STEM education  
   Goldrush Apple Wind announced a grant award of 
$18,500 to Stark County Schools, funding designed 
to enrich STEM education and empower students 
through hands-on, real-world learning experiences. 
   The grant will fund enhancement of the district’s 
science curriculum and provide cutting-edge re-
sources for student-centered learning labs. 
   At Stark County Middle School, students will soon 
have the opportunity to experience science in a 
whole new way through the Amplify Science pro-
gram.  
   The initiative aligns with the district’s vision to in-
spire lifelong learning and innovation, ensuring that 
Stark County students are equipped with the skills 
and knowledge needed to lead and succeed in the 
21st century.
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Misdemeanors &  
Felonies 
   7-24 - Felony Class 4 - Alex R. 
Nowlan, 32, Toulon, was arrested for 
unlawful possession of a controlled 
substance, possession of a weapon 
without a FOID card, aggravated un-
lawful use of a weapon, driving 
under the influence and cited for un-
lawful window tint. He was extra-
dited to the Bureau County Jail. 
Nowlan’s vehicle was also towed and 
impounded. After a hearing, Nowlan 
was released with a court date.  

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   7-14 - Michael D. Jones, 35, East 
Peoria, was arrested on a pending 
Stark County warrant for driving on a 
suspended driver’s license and on an 
outstanding Peoria County warrant 
for failure to appear for domestic bat-
tery and criminal damage to property. 
He was also charged with driving 
under the influence. He posted $100 
cash bond on the Stark County war-
rant and $300 on the Peoria County 
warrant before being released with 
court dates. His vehicle was towed 
and impounded.  
   7-15 - Darrin M. Strasdin, 60, Abi-
lene, Texas, cited for speeding 80 
mph in a 55 zone, operating an unin-
sured vehicle, driving without a valid 
registration and improper use of reg-
istration. His vehicle was impounded 
and he was issued a court date.  
   7-16 - Benjamin L. Workheiser, 23, 
Wyoming, cited for driving without 
vehicle insurance.  
   7-18 - Chad L. Dean, 46, Galva, 
ticketed for speeding 75 mph in a 55 
zone.  
   7-18 - Michele L. Roesner, 64, La-
Fayette, ticketed for driving without 
vehicle insurance.  
   7-18 - Dominic M. Schick, 24, Ster-
ling, cited for speeding 79 mph in a 
55 zone, possession of an uncased 
firearm in a vehicle and possession of 
adul-use cannabis by a driver. His ve-
hicle was impounded. Also cited at 
the same traffic stop was James E. 
Bruketta, 47, Rock Falls, for illegal 
transportation of alcohol by a pas-
senger.  
   7-19 - Star M. Gremminger, 46, 
Creve Coeur, was charged with pos-
session of a controlled substance, 
driving on a suspended registration 
and speeding 80 mph in a 55 zone. 
Her vehicle was impounded.  
   7-19 - Jordan M. Nelson, Arlington 
Heights, ticketed for speeding 80 
mph in a 55 zone.  
   7-19 - Breanna M. Mitchell, 34, De-
catur, cited for driving an uninsured 
vehicle and on a suspended registra-
tion. Her vehicle was towed.  
   7-19 - Victoria L. Wiggin, 22, Clin-
ton, cited for speeding 79 mph in a 55 
zone.  
   7-19 - Aleshia L. Williams, 39, Peo-
ria, cited for speeding 75 mph in a 55 
zone.  
   7-19 - Timyonia L. Walker, 29, Peo-
ria, cited for driving without vehicle 
insurance and on a suspended license. 
Her vehicle was impounded.  
   7-19 - Lisa A. Bohannan, 55, Laura, 
cited for driving without vehicle in-
surance.  
   7-20 - Brandon S. Edens, 27, Nor-
mal, ticketed for speeding 87 mph in 
a 55 zone.  
   7-20 - Allan R. McManus, Braid-
wood, cited for speeding 80 mph in a 
55 zone.  
   7-20 - Sabrina Stock, 44, of Sterling 
hit a deer while driving on U.S. Route 
40. No injuries were reported. The 

vehicle sustained over $1,500 in dam-
ages.  
   7-21 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred in the 300 block of Diagonal 
Street in Wyoming. Dwayne M. Fran-
coeur, 45, of Kewanee was driving a 
vehicle and David S. Duffell, 61, of 
Peru was driving a motorcycle. Both 
drivers were traveling east when 
Francoeur reportedly activated his 
emergency lights and slowed down. 
Duffell reportedly attempted to pass 
the vehicle on the left. When Fran-
coeur attempted to turn left, the ve-
hicles collided. No injuries were 
reported and no tickets were issued. 
Damages to both vehicles were esti-
mated at over $1,500. 
   7-21 - Driver Ty A. Schierer, 24, of 
LaFayette, was traveling west when 
the semi-truck he was driving struck a 
large boulder in the road on Route 
17/91 approximately a half mile east 
of 900E. No injuries were reported. 
The truck sustained minor damage.  
   7-23 - Julie B. Weir, 40, Toulon, re-
ceived a notice to appear for violating 
a no contact/stalking order. On July 
26 she was arrested for violating the 
order and transported to the Bureau 
County Jail. The next day she was re-
leased with a notice to appear.  
   7-24 - Zoey K. Wiley, 18, Nepon-
set, ticketed for illegal transportation 
of alcohol by a driver. 
   7-24 - Kandi J. Johnson was cited 
for driving 21-25 mph above the 
speed limit. 
   7-24 - Zachary M. Wicaryus, 23, 
Walnut, ticketed for operating an un-
insured vehicle. 
   7-25 - Chelsea L. Wood, 19, Galva, 
cited for operating an uninsured ve-
hicle.  
   7-25 - A member of the Allendale 
Conservation Club reported a theft of 
a red 2024 Club 0014 CC Onward 
golf cart.  
   7-26 - Clark K. Deemie, 31, Laura, 
cited for speeding 76 mph in a 55 
zone.  
   7-27 - Joshua A. Belville, 34, Wyo-
ming, was issued a notice to appear 
on a charge involving criminal dam-
age to property.  
   7-28 - Allan R. McManus, 36, 
Braidwood, cited for speeding 80 
mph in a 55 zone.  

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   7-15 - to the 300 block of NW 4th 
Ave. for a fraud/identity theft com-
plaint  
   7-15 - to the 600 block of NW 7th 
St. for a verbal domestic disturbance.   
   7-15 - Roy Orwig, 46, Kewanee, 
was located north of town and ar-
rested for violating an order of pro-
tection the 800 block of NE 2nd St.. 
He was taken to Henry County Jail.  
   7-16 - to the 600 block of SW 2nd 
Ave. for a soliciting complaint. Sev-
eral subjects were located and re-
ferred to City Hall for a permit.  
   7-17 - to the 100 block of Market 
St. for a two-vehicle accident. 
   7-18 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
St. for a subject who appeared to be 
suffering from a mental-health crisis.  
   7-18 - to the 600 block of SW 1st 
Ave. for a traffic accident.  
   7-18 - to the 300 block of SW 3rd 
Ave. for a property line dispute/tres-
passing complaint.   
   7-18 - twice to the 1000 block of 
SW 2nd St. for illegal burning.   
   7-18 - to the 00 block of NW 4th 
St. for a fireworks complaint.   
   7-19 - to the 1000 block of SW 2nd 
St. for a complaint. Ashton Powers, 
28, Galva, was arrested for criminal 
damage to property. He was released 

with a court date.  
   7-19 - to the 100 block of Ex-
change St. for a vehicle vs. building 
accident.  
   7-20 - to the 400 block of SW 1st 
Ave. for a two-vehicle accident with 
damage only.   
   7-20 - Stephany Pugliano, 43, Tou-
lon, cited for operating a vehicle 
when registration suspended for 
mandatory insurance in the 200 
block of South Center Ave.  
   7-20 - to the 200 block of NW 7th 
Ave. for a report of a male subject 
who lost his pants while mowing. 
The subject was advised to consider 
purchasing a belt.   
   7-21 - Mika Perez, 38, Kewanee, 
cited for speeding in the 1100 block 
of SE 2nd St.  
   7-21 - Macio Yerger, 39, Chicago, 
cited for speeding and operating an 
uninsured vehicle in the 1100 block 
of SE 2nd St.  
   7-22 - to the 600 block of SE 2nd 
St. for attempted burglary complaint.   
   7-22 - to the 500 block of SW 6th 
Ave for a found cellphone. It was re-
turned to the owner.  
   7-23 - to a residence northeast of 
town to assist Henry County with a 
physical domestic disturbance.  
   7-23 - to the 200 block of SW 2nd 
Ave. for a complaint involving coun-
terfeit U.S .currency. 
   7-23 - to the 00 block of NE 4th 
Ave for a harassment complaint.    
   7-24 - to the 300 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a city ordinance violation in-
volving tall grass/weeds. 
   7-25 - to the 500 block of SE 4th 
Street for a city ordinance violation 
involving burning. A fire had been 
re-ignited from the previous day.  
   7-25 - Kole Wilmot, 24, Rio, cited 
for operating a vehicle when registra-
tion suspended and an uninsured ve-
hicle in the 700 block of W. Division 
St. 
   7-25 - Robert Follis, 68, Galva, 
cited for disobeying an activated rail-
road signal on NE 6th Ave. 
   7-27 - to the 300 block of SE 3rd 
St. for a domestic disturbance.   

Property Transfers 
   7-14 - Kyle N. Kraft to John A. 
Kraft III - Pts. Sect. 36-12-6 SE SW 
& SE - Consideration = $285,292. 
   7-14 - Kyle N. Kraft to Eric J. Kraft 
- Pt. 16 2/3% Int. - Sect. 3-13-7 SE, 
Pt. 12.5% Int. - Sect. 25-14-6 NW & 
Pt. Sect. 24-14-6 SW - Consideration 
= $178,951. 
   7-14 - Chase Anderson to Randy & 
Rojenna Bolen - Pts. Sect. 2-12-6 
SW & NE - 705 W. Williams St., 
Wyoming - Consideration = 
$140,000. 
   7-16 - Stark County Sheriff to Mor-
ton Community Bank - Pt. Sect. 36-
13-6 NW - Castle’s Add’n - Pt. Block 
18 - 1013 N. Main Ave., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $0. 
   7-18 - Carson Sauer to Christian 
Carder - Village of LaFayette - Pt. 
Block 19 Lots 1,2,7,8 - 307 E. Main 
St., LaFayette - Consideration = 
$125,000. 
   7-22 - Pamela M. Murphy to Gail 
Annette and Timothy W. Johnson 
and Pamela M. Murphy - Village of 
LaFayette, Block 1 - 109 E. Jefferson 
St., LaFayette - Consideration = $0. 
   7-22 - Laurel J. Otterstrom to Linda 
K. Dean - Carl L. Lehman’s Add’n. - 
Lots 10 and 11 - 407 S. Franklin St., 
Toulon - Consideration = $0. 
   7-22 - Linda Kay Dean to Linda 
Kay and Lowell C. Dean - Carl L. 
Lehman’s Add’n - Lots 10 and 11 - 
407 S. Franklin St., Toulon - Consid-
eration = $0. 

PUBLIC RECORD
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To the Editor: 
   In a June 13 column, Richard Ko-
ritz urged support for the govern-
ment’s effort to protect people and 
property from “riots” and potential 
“mob rule” in Los Angeles (“Mob 
Rule Should Not Be Tolerated”). 
The protests were a response to ag-
gressive immigration enforcement 
at city workplaces. 
   If the facts of the case matched 
Koritz’s account, his argument 
might persuade. Instead, the former 
prosecutor omits key particulars. 
First, he conveniently fails to men-
tion the unilateral federal decision 
to deploy California’s National 
Guard and U.S. Marines on the 
streets of Los Angeles. 
   Further, for Koritz “the govern-
ment” is the federal government. 
But state and local governments 
played the primary role in protect-
ing people and property and restor-
ing order. They acted immediately 
after early acts of vandalism and vi-
olence, and continued to manage 
the volatile situation. 
   Yet they had no say in the deci-
sion to deploy National Guard 

troops, let alone Marines. Califor-
nia’s governor, the mayor of Los 
Angeles and heads of the police de-
partment and county sheriff’s de-
partment all opposed this decision. 
They feared the military presence 
would incite new violence. It did. 
   These leaders believed that local 
and state law enforcement could ef-
fectively calm the protests. They 
did. The protests never approached 
the scale of a “riot” or “mob rule,” 
and subsided peacefully. Govern-
ment – state and local – did its job, 
using civilian law enforcement to 
police the streets. 
   In early July the Los Angeles de-
ployment assumed a new form. Na-
tional Guard troops joined 
immigration agents in a heavily 
militarized sweep through a mostly 

empty public park. Apparently no 
arrests were made. Was the intent to 
create a cable news photo-op (via 
an embedded camera crew)? Intimi-
date would-be rioters? Or to suggest 
that, in today’s America, dissent or 
protest is futile against the power of 
the state? 
   Guard members have now been 
recalled, but we should remember: 
Troops deployed to quell a non-riot 
were used in non-emergency federal 
law enforcement on city streets. 
This suggested a military occupa-
tion.  
   Would we welcome this needless 
show of force in our streets, our town 
or city park? We should tell the gov-
ernment that this scenario must never 
be repeated, not in America. 

 – David McCurdy, Elmhurst 
The Prairie News welcomes  

letters to the editor.  
Email to jeff@wklypost.com  

or mail to: The Prairie News101 West 
Main Street, PO Box 240, 

 Toulon, Illinois 61483 
We reserve the right to edit letters.

GUEST VOICES

Is dissent or protest futile in today’s America?
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New gun bill addresses firearms storage
   By PETER HANCOCK 

Capitol News Illinois 

   Gun owners in Illinois 
will soon be required to 
take additional measures to 
keep their weapons out of 
the hands of children under 
a new law signed Monday 
by Gov. JB Pritzker. 
   In addition, law-enforce-
ment officers in the state 
must now start tracing the 
ownership of any firearm 
that is recovered from a 
crime scene, used unlaw-
fully or is believed to be 
associated with a crime. 
   Pritzker signed those 
bills into law at a time 
when federal courts are 
growing increasingly skep-
tical of state and local ef-
forts to curb gun violence. 
A federal court of appeals 
is preparing to hear argu-
ments in a challenge to Illi-
nois’ most significant 
recent gun restriction – a 
ban on assault-style 
weapons and large-capac-
ity magazines. 
   “I’m tired, frankly, of 
treating something com-
pletely preventable as in-
evitable,” Pritzker said at a 
bill signing ceremony in 
Chicago. “I’m tired of 
forcing our children to 

duck and cover because 
too many politicians are 
ducking and covering for 
the gun industry’s money.” 
   Senate Bill 8, known as 
the Safe Gun Storage Act, 
prohibits gun owners from 
storing their weapons in an 
unsecured manner at any 
location where they know, 
or reasonably should 
know, that the gun could 
be accessed by a minor, a 
person at risk of harming 
themselves or others, or by 
a person who is prohibited 
under state or federal law 
from possessing a firearm. 
   To secure the weapon, 
under the law, owners will 
be required to keep them in 
a locked container so that 
they are inaccessible or un-
usable by anyone other 
than the owner. 
   Gun owners who violate 
the law could be subject to 
civil fines of $500. But 
those fines could go up to 
$1,000 if a minor, at-risk 
person or prohibited person 
obtains the firearm, and as 
high as $10,000 if such 
person uses it to kill or in-
jure someone in the course 
of committing a crime. 
   In lieu of those fines, 
courts could instead order 

the gun owner to perform 
community service or pay 
restitution for violations.  
   The new law also pro-
vides that gun owners 
could be subject to civil li-
ability in private lawsuits. 
   However, the law also 
provides that gun owners 
will not be found in viola-
tion of the law if a minor, 
at-risk person or prohibited 
person obtains their fire-
arm by unlawfully entering 
the premises. 
   In addition to the new 
storage requirements, SB 8 
also requires gun owners 
to report a lost or stolen 
firearm to law enforcement 
within 48 hours of discov-
ery, as opposed to the pre-
vious 72-hour requirement. 

   Supporters of the bill 
pointed to recent statistics 
showing firearms are now 
the leading cause of death 
for children under 18, sur-
passing motor vehicles and 
cancer. 
   “For far too long, we 
have witnessed the tragic 
consequences of unsecured 
firearms in homes,” Sen. 
Laura Ellman, D-Naper-
ville, the lead Senate spon-
sor of the bill, said. 
“Firearms, if left unac-
counted for and unsecured, 
pose risks to those who 
shouldn’t have access to 
them. Firearm owners can 
help prevent gun-related 
incidents by ensuring their 
guns are securely stored 
and away from others.” 



By HANNAH SPANGLER 
FarmWeek 

   What started as a kitchen 
experiment on a Knox 
County farm has grown 
into a deep-frying method 
that could bring popcorn to 
restaurant menus, and open 
fresh opportunities for spe-
cialty crop growers. 
   Andrew Bowman of 
Pilot Knob Farm near 

Oneida has developed a 
specialized fryer basket 
that allows restaurants to 
deep-fry popcorn using ex-
isting kitchen equipment. 
The innovation could 
create a new market for his 
family-grown, hull-less red 
and blue popcorn. 
   “We’re very excited for 
this,” Bowman said. “It 
will be a novel way for 
people to experience our 
no-toothpicks-required 
popcorn.” 
   The concept addresses a 
common challenge for 
small-scale food producers: 

breaking into crowded 
grocery store shelves. De-
spite strong feedback on 
taste and quality, Bowman 
said it’s been difficult to 
scale retail sales due to the 
sheer number of products 
grocery buyers manage. 
   That challenge led Bow-
man to explore new mar-
kets where his popcorn 
could stand out. 
   The idea came from a 
viral video his son found 
online. After testing the 
concept in a small fryer, 
Bowman realized deep-
fried popcorn could offer 

restaurants a unique, 
quick-cooking side that fits 
existing kitchen routines. 
   “Can you imagine hav-
ing a nice bowl of popcorn 
to go with some cheese 
curds at Culver’s, or a nice 
sandwich or a steak at 
Texas Roadhouse?” Bow-
man told RFD Radio Net-
work’s DeLoss Jahnke. 
   The key is a custom-de-
signed fryer basket made 
from food-grade perforated 
stainless steel. It allows 
popcorn to be cooked in a 
standard deep fryer, right 
alongside fries or onion 
rings. While the basket is 
more complex and costly 
than typical fryer equip-
ment, Bowman said the 
goal isn’t to sell hardware. 
   “We’re not equipment 
salesmen. We’re farmers,” 
he said. “We want people 
to enjoy the bounty from 
our family farm.” 
   Instead, Pilot Knob Farm 
plans to provide the bas-
kets at little or no cost to 
restaurants that agree to 
source their popcorn exclu-
sively from the farm. It’s a 
model designed to build 
long-term relationships 
and open a new sales chan-
nel for a product that’s al-
ready proven popular with 
consumers. 
   Bowman is offering a 
pilot program for restau-
rants interested in trying 
the product.  
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Old Settlers event 
starts today in Toulon 
   TOULON – The Old Settlers Asso-
ciation festival is today through Sun-
day, Aug. 1-3. Here is the schedule. 

Friday, Aug. 1 
   4:30 p.m. - Toulon American Le-
gion fish fry. 
   5 - Toulon Lions Club kiddie tractor 
pull at the city park. 
   6 - OSA Queen Pageant is on the 
main stage, followed by Killer Riffs 
band and fireworks at Stark County 
High School. 
   6-12 - Beer garden open.  

Saturday, Aug. 2 
   8 a.m. - Indian Creek 5K Run. 
   8:30 - Sign-in for 3-on-3 baskeball 
tournament. Play starts at 9. 
   9 - Kids fun run, craft show and flea 
market at the courtyard. 
   9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. - Caricature art-
ist at city park and Stark County His-
torical Society opens with tours at 
9:30 and 11 a.m. 
   9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Quilt exhibit at 
Toulon Methodist Church. 
   10 a.m. to 2 p.m. - Cruise-in car 
show. 
   10 a.m. to 3 p.m. - Stark County 
Genealogical Society open. 
   11 a.m. to 1 p.m. - Lions Club pork 
chops sold. 
   2 p.m. - Kiddie parade, followed by 
main parade. 
   2:30 - M.K. Parties at City Park. 
   3 - The Electric Tomato at RBAR. 
   6 - Family bingo at the beer tent 
(beer tent opens). 
   7:30 - Balderdash plays on main 
stage. 

Sunday 
   10 a.m. - OSA meeting with coffee, 
donuts and badge-honoree speech by 

Bill and Barb Winans. 
   10:30 a.m. - Church services. 
LaFayette native  
Peterson 7th in shotput 
   SAVANNAH, Ga. – Patrick Peter-
son of Dunlap, the son of former La-
Fayette residents Ryan and Bethany 
Peterson, placed seventh in shotput 
in the 15-16 age bracket at the USA 
Track & Field National Junior Olym-
pic meet held at Savannah State Uni-
versity July 21-27. 
   Peterson’s throw of 51 feet, 8.5 
inches was best by a 15-year-old shot 
putter. He was competing for the 
Peoria Inner City Track Club and is a 
sophomore at Dunlap High School. 
   Peterson was 15th in discus with a 
throw of 138 feet, 10 inches – also 
the best throw by a 15-year-old. 
Bradford school board 
sets budget hearing 
   BRADFORD – During its July 22 
meeting, the Bradford School Board 
set Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. as the time for 
its Fiscal Year 2026 budget hearing. 

   The board also approved hiring Jor-
dyn Minder as a paraprofessional for 
the upcoming school year and ac-
cepted, with regret, the resignation of 
former paraprofessional Carrie Null. 
   In other business, the board ap-
proved an FY26 Family Handbook 
and an E-learning plan. 
   School registration opens today, 
Aug. 1, from 8 a.m. to noon and con-
tinues Aug. 4, 3-7 p.m. The first day 
of school for students is Aug. 18. 
Et cetera 
   • TOULON –  The Stark County 
Health Department has its quarterly 
health board meeting Tuesday, Aug. 
5, at 6 p.m. at the Stark County 
Health Department, 120 E. Court St. 
   • KEWANEE – The Henry 
County Health Department has its 
quarterly health board Wednesday, 
Aug. 6, at the Henry County Health 
Department, 110 N. Burr Blvd. 
   • GALVA – Parker Barrow and 
Zydeco Voodoo perform in the final 
Levitt AMP series concert in Wiley 
Park this Sunday, Aug. 3, at 6 p.m.

BRIEFS

LaFayette native Patrick Peter-
son placed seventh in shotput at 
a USA Track & Field National 
Junior Olympic meet.

Barb and Bill Winans of LaFayette are the 2025 Old Set-
tlers Association Badge Honorees. They will give 
speeches Sunday, Aug. 3, at 10 a.m. on the East Court 
Street stage. Photo by John A. Ballentine.
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OBITUARIES
Glenn L. Beall 

   LAKE FOREST – Glenn Lee 
Beall, 91, passed away peacefully 
on July 24, 2025, at his home at 
Lake Forest Place 
in Lake Forest, 
Ill. Glenn is re-
membered as a 
beloved husband, 
cherished uncle, 
and a true pioneer 
in the plastics in-
dustry.  
   Born on Aug. 
13, 1933, in Ke-
wanee, Ill., to the late W. Allen 
Beall and Lillie (Lee) Beall, Glenn’s 
life was a testament to innovation, 
dedication, and an unwavering con-
nection to his hometown of Wyo-
ming, Ill. His journey from a farm 
boy who was born and raised in 
rural Stark County to a globally rec-
ognized innovator in the plastics in-
dustry underscores a remarkable life 
lived with purpose and humility. 
   Glenn’s formative years began on 
a farm south of Wyoming where he 
cultivated the values of hard work 
and a down-to-earth demeanor. A 
proud graduate of Wyoming High 
School, he continued his education 
at Monmouth College and earned a 
bachelor of science in engineering 
from Bradley University in 1957.  
   His enduring connection to his 
home community was recognized in 
2022, with his induction into the 
Stark County Community School 
District Alumni Hall of Fame. At the 
induction, Glenn credited the strong 
foundation he received from Stark 
County schools during his youth. 
   Glenn’s impact on the plastics in-
dustry was revolutionary. After his 
time at Abbott Laboratories, where 
he secured 12 patents for innovative 
medical devices, he founded Glenn 
Beall Engineering, Inc. in 1968, ob-
taining an additional 23 patents.  
   Beyond his inventions, Glenn was 
an educator, editor, author, expert 
witness and industry activist, con-
ducting over 650 seminars for 
nearly 30,000 people. His visionary 
leadership and contributions were 
recognized with his induction into 
the Plastics Hall of Fame in 1997, 
and the naming of the Society of 
Plastics Engineers International Pro-
duct Design Award in his honor in 
1995.  
   In 2002, Glenn was the first Amer-
ican to be inducted as a Liveryman 
of the United Kingdom Worshipful 
Company of Horners, an organiza-
tion that was founded in the year 
1248. 
   At the heart of Glenn’s life was his 
profound and enduring love for his 
wife and lifelong partner, Patsy Jo 
(Wheeler) Beall. They were high 
school sweethearts and shared an 
exceptional marriage that spanned 
61 years. Patsy, whom Glenn often 
referred to as the “love of his life,” 
preceded him in death on Nov. 22, 
2014. Their partnership was far 
more than companionship; it was a 
shared journey of mutual support 
and ambition. 
   Glenn Lee Beall is survived by his 
nieces, Sandy Langdon of Toulon 
and Nancee (Steve) Griffith of 
Champaign, Ill.; and his nephew, 
Barry Warren (Tom Brougham) of 
Albany, Calif. He is also survived 
by his great-nieces and nephews, 
Julie (Robert) Healy of Champaign, 

Jim (Michelle) Langdon of Toulon, 
Jackie (Andy) Colgan of Toulon, 
Scott (Suzanne) Cinnamon of 
Champaign, Megan (Jon) Tocknell 
of South Elgin, Ill., and Neal (Julie) 
Griffith of Champaign, along with 
their families. 
   In addition to his parents, Glenn 
was preceded in death by his sister, 
Dorothy (Beall) Warren and his in-
fant sister, Phyllis Jean Beall. He 
was also preceded in death by his 
cherished wife and lifelong partner, 
Patsy Jo (Wheeler) Beall. 
   Glenn’s wishes were to be laid to 
rest alongside Patsy following a 
simple graveside service. The serv-
ice will be held at the Wyoming 
Cemetery in Wyoming on Tuesday, 
Aug. 5, 2025, at 10 a.m. 
   In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to honor 
Glenn’s strong belief in the impor-
tance of lifelong learning and educa-
tional advancement to the following 
scholarship funds: Stark County 
Education Foundation 
(stark100.com/foundation), Attn: In 
honor of Glenn Beall, 300 W. Van 
Buren St., Wyoming, IL 61491; or 
Monmouth College (monmouthcol-
lege.edu/give), Attn: Patsy Jo Beall 
Scholarship in honor of Glenn 
Beall, Office of Development and 
College Relations, 700 E. Broad-
way, Monmouth, IL 61462. 
   Glenn Lee Beall’s extraordinary 
life stands as a testament to innova-
tion, education and unwavering 
character. His legacy will continue 
to inspire generations in the plastics 
industry and serve as a powerful re-
minder of the profound impact one 
humble, dedicated individual can 
have on the world. He will be 
deeply missed, but his contributions 
and the values he embodied will 
forever resonate. 

Christopher D. Bell 
   BROKEN ARROW, Okla. – 
Christopher 
David Bell, 54, of 
Broken Arrow, 
Okla., has gone to 
his heavenly 
home. He was 
called to heaven 
on July 17, 2025, 
after a brave and 
fierce battle with 
cancer. 
   Chris was the son of the late 
Duane and Suzanne Bell of Galva, 
Ill. He attended Galva High School 
and Black Hawk College. Raised on 
the family farm, Chris knew from 
the age of 5 that he wanted to be a 
farmer when he grew up. He lived 
out that passion by working at a 
John Deere dealership and farm in 
Avon, Ill., for 14 years, covering 
4,000 acres of farmland throughout 
rural Illinois.  
   He utilized his education and me-
chanical skills to repair John Deere 
equipment and continued his love 
for mechanics when he moved to 
Oklahoma, taking on the role of as-
sistant manager at Aesop Auto Sal-
vage in Beggs, Okla.  
   Chris had a deep love for sports, 
particularly for his three favorite 
teams, the Dallas Cowboys, the Chi-
cago Cubs and the Oklahoma State 
Cowboys. He also never missed a 
chance to watch NASCAR. 
   He had three older brothers whom 
he admired, Steve (Susan) Bell of 
Galva, Richard (Jane Doss) Bell of 

Fort Myers, Fla., and the late Ron-
ald (Georgia) Bell of Galesburg, Ill. 
He cherished his aunts, Donna 
(Jerry) Smith of Galva and Sharron 
Cheak of Galesburg, along with 
many nieces and nephews. 
   Chris’ daughter, Molly (Noah) 
Thompson of Stillwater, Okla., 
brought him immense joy. He was 
thrilled when she started attending 
Oklahoma State University and en-
joyed spending time in Stillwater 
with her, attending OSU football 
games and other family events.  
   In July 2021, Chris met the love of 
his life, Tricia (Herndon), and they 
married. They shared a son, Jonah 
Ray, who is 5 years old and was his 
Daddy’s constant companion.  
   Chris was called to heaven far too 
soon, leaving a significant void in 
the hearts of his friends and family. 
He will always be remembered as a 
smart and fun-loving man. 
   Funeral services were July 25, 
2025, at Abiding Harvest Church in 
Broken Arrow. The funeral service 
can be viewed online via a link on 
the Bixby-South Tulsa Funeral 
Service & Crematory’s website at 
www.bixbyfuneralservice.com. 
   A celebration of life will take 
place on Aug. 16, 2025, from 3-7 
p.m. at the American Legion in 
Galva. 
   To send flowers or a memorial gift 
to the family of Christopher David 
Bell, visit www.bixbyfuneralser-
vice.com. 

Marilyn K. Seckman 
   KEWANEE – Marilyn Kay Seck-
man, 87, of Kewanee, passed away 
at 10:27 p.m. Thursday, July 24, 
2025, at OSF 
Saint Luke Medi-
cal Center. Mari-
lyn was born on 
July 28, 1937, in 
Kewanee, to 
Maxwell and 
Edith (Barlow) 
Lyle.  
   Surviving are 
two children, 
Debbie (Tim) Shane of Wyoming, 
and Don (Sharon) Seckman of Wil-
mington, N.C.; five grandchildren, 
Natalie (Joe) Grgic, Nicholas (Vale-
rie) Shane, Nathan (Amanda) 
Shane, Cassidy Seckman, and 
Madelyn Seckman; and five great-
grandchildren, Hannah, Katherine, 
and Ava Grgic, and Avery and De-
clan Shane. She was preceded in 
death by her parents; a brother, 
Keith Lyle; and a sister, Lois Jones. 
   Marilyn was employed as a legal 
secretary for Westervelt, Johnson, 
Nicoll & Keller for many years until 
her retirement. She was an avid 
sports fan, especially of the Chicago 
Cubs, enjoyed swimming with her 
friend group, and loved spending 
time with her family.  
   Her funeral service will be at 10 
a.m. on Wednesday, July 30, 2025, 
at the Global Methodist Church of 
Toulon. Pastor Glenn Corbly will 
officiate. Burial will follow in Ever-
green Memory Gardens – Kewanee. 
Visitation will be on Tuesday, July 
29, 2025, at Haskell Funeral and 
Cremation Services in Wyoming 
from 5  until 7 p.m.  
   Memorial contributions can be 
made to the Global Methodist Church 
of Toulon. Condolences may be left 
for Marilyn’s family on her tribute 
wall at www.haskellfuneral.com.  

  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591. 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 
 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL.      Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

 
Elmira United Presbyterian Church 

7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 
(309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
web: https://www.thegathering.life/ 

https://www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life  
1st Congregational Church of Toulon 

Reverend David Graham 
(309) 286-4901 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10:00, All ages 

Sunday Worship: 11:00 
Wednesday Night Fellowship & Prayer 5:30 

Kids Club 309 5:15 checkin to 7:00 p.m. 
Check us out on Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
202 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

 Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon 

(309) 286-4611 
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 

Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 

www.ToulonBaptist.com 
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 

Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Adult Discussion Group, 5:30 p.m.  
Worship (in Luther Hall) 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, 10 a.m. Children's Sunday School 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL  

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 
(309) 932-2460 

preachinghope@gmail.com 
galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:00  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m.,   Sun. at 9 a.m.,   Mon. - Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191 
Fr. Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

 Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 
 LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. For just $3 per week, put your information in 7,000 
newspapers every Friday. In addition, if you run ads you will automatically be given 

 the lowest rate of $4.25 per column inch. Please email information to: 
 ads@prairie-news.com or mail it (with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  

to: The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Seckman

Beall

Bell



Joseph Stoller 
   PRINCEVILLE – Joseph Stoller, 
95, of Princeville, passed away 
peacefully at his home on Tuesday, 
July 22, 2025.  
   Joe was born on April 17, 1930, in 
Speer, to the late Joseph and Eliza-
beth (Streitmatter) Stoller. On March 
4, 1951, he mar-
ried Emily H. Me-
nold. She 
preceded him in 
death on June 16, 
2014.  
   A devoted 
farmer, faithful 
servant and life-
long fisherman, 
Joe lived a full and 
fruitful life rooted in faith, family and 
the land he loved. 
   Surviving are three sons, Gale 
(Sonia) Stoller of Princeville, Bruce 
(Mary) Stoller of Princeville and 
Brent (Kay) Stoller of Congerville; a 
daughter, Sandra (Don) Endress of 
Morton; 14 grandchildren; 34 great-
grandchildren; four step great-grand-
children; and three sisters-in-law, 
Bernice Stoller of Princeville, Mar-
tha Stoller of Bradford and Betty 
Menold of Princeville.  
   Aside from his parents and wife, 
he was preceded in death by six 
brothers, Earl, Richard, Floren, 
Lowell, Nathan and Vernon; four 
sisters, Violet Elsasser, Beulah, Lu-
cille Endress and Geraldine “Pat” 
Ringger; and two great-grandchil-
dren, Matea Stoller and Easton An-
drews. 
   Joe began farming in 1948, culti-
vating not only crops but a legacy of 
hard work, perseverance and dedica-
tion. His passion for farming never 
waned; remarkably, he last operated 
a combine at the age of 94. His hands 
bore the story of a life spent sowing 
and reaping, guided always by a deep 
sense of purpose and gratitude. 
   A man of unwavering faith, Joe 
loved his Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, with all his heart. He served 
his church faithfully over the years in 
many capacities, always ready to 
lend a hand or offer encouragement. 
His quiet strength and servant’s heart 
left a lasting impact on his congrega-
tion and community. 
   When he wasn’t in the fields or at 
church, Joe found joy on the water. 
Fishing was a lifelong passion that 
brought him peace and connection – 
with nature, with friends and family 
and with his creator. 
   Joe will be remembered for his 
kind spirit, humble heart and stead-
fast devotion to the things that mat-
tered most. His legacy of faith, hard 
work and love will live on in the 
lives of those who knew and cher-
ished him. 
   Visitation was July 24, 2025, at 
Princeville Apostolic Christian 
Church Fellowship Hall. A funeral 
service was on July 25, 2025, at 
Princeville Apostolic Christian 
Church. Ministers of the church offi-
ciated. Burial was in Princeville 
Apostolic Christian Church Ceme-
tery.  
   Memorial contributions can be 
made to AC Skylines or to a charity 
of your own choosing.  
   Condolences may be left for Joe’s 
family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com.  
   Haskell Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices in Princeville is assisting the 
family with arrangements. 

Judy Taylor 
   MORRISTON, Fla., – Judy Tay-
lor, 78, of Morriston, Fla., and 
formerly of Toulon, Ill., passed 
away Saturday morning, July 5, 
2025, at her residence, surrounded by 
her loving family. She was born Sept. 
22, 1946, in St. Louis, a daughter of 
the late Robert Hickman and the late 
Virginia Ackley. 
   Judy is survived 
by her beloved 
husband of 54 
years, F. Barry 
Taylor; two 
daughters, Chris 
(Bill) Milleker and 
Carrie (Kurt) 
Loncka; three 
grandchildren, 
Kate Milleker, Anna Milleker and 
Lilah Loncka; and one brother, Daryl 
Hickman. 
   Judy graduated from Riverview 
Gardens High School in St. Louis in 
1964. She attended Bradley Univer-
sity and earned a bachelor of arts in 
math and language arts in 1970. 
Later in life, she commuted to the 
University of Illinois in Champaign-
Urbana while working full time as a 
teacher in Toulon and earned her 
master of arts degree in education ad-
ministration in 1999. 
   Judy loved teaching and was an in-
spiration to so many over the years. 
She first taught 7th and 8th grade 
math in Hickory Hills, Ill., from 
1970-71. From 1971-92, she taught 
mainly math, but also English and 
accounting at Toulon High School. 
From 1992-99, she taught math at 
Stark County High School in Toulon. 
Judy was influential to her students 
out of the classroom as well. She was 
a student council sponsor from 1971-
99, which inspired student leadership 
that expanded into district and state 
participation. 
   Upon receiving her master’s de-
gree, she worked as curriculum di-
rector for Galva, Stark County and 
Wethersfield school districts from 
1999-2006. She continued as the cur-
riculum director for Galva and Stark 
County part time from 2006-12. 
   As an active member of the com-
munity, Judy belonged to the Illinois 
Retired Teacher Association, the 
local chapter of the Philanthropic 
Educational Organization and was 
one of the founders and the secretary 
of the Stark County Education Foun-
dation. 
   Judy had a love of creativity and 
the arts. She had a knack for creating 
beautiful things with sewing or cro-
chet without even needing a pattern. 
She worked to instill those loves into 
all of “her girls.” You could often 
find her giving a lesson or singing a 
song with her granddaughters. But 
above all else, Judy treasured her 
family. Her daughters and grand-
daughters were her purest joy, and 
she greatly cherished time with her 
husband and family until her final 
days. She is sorely missed. 
   Visitation will take place from 9:30 
a.m. until noon on Saturday, Aug. 2, 
2025, at Haskell Funeral and Crema-
tion Services in Wyoming. The serv-
ice will begin at noon. Burial will 
follow at Toulon Cemetery.  
   In lieu of flowers please send dona-
tions to Stark County Education 
Foundation: 300 W Van Buren, Wyo-
ming, IL 61491 or at (309) 695-6123. 

Charles E. Webster 
   KEWANEE – Charles Eugene 
Webster, of Kewanee, formerly of 
LaFayette, 92, known affectionately 

as Gene to his friends and family, 
passed away on July 28, 2025, at 
Arcadia Care in Kewanee. 
   He was born on Jan. 4, 1933, in 
Toulon to the late Roland H. and 
Ruth A. (DeBord) Webster. On July 
14, 1953, he married Evelyn Jane 
(Negley) Webster in Princeton, 
Minn. 
   He is survived 
by his wife Eve-
lyn, whom he was 
married to for 72 
years; son, Phil 
(Becky) Webster 
of Princeville; 
daughter, Linda 
(Steve) Foglesong 
of Astoria; and 
daughter, Dena 
(Tim) Becket of Wheatland, Wyo.; 
12 grandchildren; 32 great-grandchil-
dren; seven great-great-grandchil-
dren; and one brother, Edward 
(Connie) Webster of LaFayette. He 
was preceded in death by two sons, 
Bradley and Brian Webster and one 
grandson, Cole Foglesong. 
   Gene’s early years in Toulon were 
the foundation of a life characterized 
by hard work and service. After 
bravely serving the U.S. Army from 
1953-55, he returned to his roots in 
Stark County, where he spent his life 
farming the land he loved so dearly.  
   His commitment to the agricultural 
community extended beyond his own 
fields, as he also worked at the ASCS 
office in Toulon, assisting other 
farmers with the same kindness and 
expertise he applied to his own en-
deavors. Gene held years-long mem-
berships in the Toulon American 
Legion and the Galva Baptist 
Church.  
   As we bid farewell to Gene, we do 
so with gratitude for the time we had 
with him and the countless ways he 
enriched our lives. His story is one of 
a life well-lived, a testament to the 
power of kindness and a reminder of 
the enduring power of a life ded-
icated to family, faith and commu-
nity.  
   His funeral will be Friday, Aug. 1, 
2025, at 11 a.m. at Haskell Funeral & 
Cremation Services in Wyoming. 
Rev. Randy Hrociencik will officiate. 
Burial will immediately follow in 
Evergreen Memory Gardens in Ke-
wanee. A visitation will be one hour 
prior to the funeral, from 10-11 a.m., 
also at the funeral home.  
   Memorial contributions can be 
made to Cure Congenital Muscular 
Dystrophy at 3217 Carson St., Lake-
wood, CA 90712.  
   Online condolences may be made 
to Gene’s family on his tribute wall 
at www. haskellfuneral.com. 

Jeanny R. Ibarra 
   GALVA – Jeanny R. Ibarra, 38, of 
Galva, died July 16, 2025, at OSF 
Saint Luke Medical Center in Ke-
wanee. 
   She was born on Jan. 25, 1987. 
Survivors include her two children, 
Cavius Reed and Jayana Ringberg, 
both of Kewanee; her significant 
other, Brian Anderson of Galva; and 
six siblings. 

Hazel L. King 
   LaFAYETTE – Hazel L. “Suzie” 
King, 78, formerly of LaFayette, 
died July 20, 2025 at Seminary 
Manor in Galesburg. She was born 
on April 21, 1947, in Kewanee, the 
daughter of Frank and Hazel 
(Lempke) Pease. Suzie graduated 
from Galva High School and had 
been a homemaker.  
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LEGAL ADS

TAKE NOTICE 
Certificate # 28 

   TO: Rodney Rummerfield; Teresa 
Rummerfield; Wells Fargo Financial 
Illinois; any spouse; any unknown 
occupants all unknown interested 
parties; 
   A Petition for a Tax Deed on the 
premises described below has been 
filed in the Circuit Court of Stark 
County, Toulon Illinois as Case # 
2025 TX 10 
   The real estate is described as: 
507 Galena Ave, ASSRS SW 1/4 
SECTION 36 LOT 17 156.3 X 56 
CITY OF WYOMING 
   PARCEL#(s) 04-36-302-016 
   Said property was sold on 
10/25/2022, for the general taxes for 
the year of 2021. The period of 
redemption will expire on 
10/25/2025. On October 31, 2025 @ 
9:00 a.m. the petitioner will 
make application to such court in 
said county for an order for a Tax 
Deed should the real estate 
not be redeemed by 10/25/2025. 
   JOHNNIE MCKEE PARTNER FOR 
MB TAX PARTNERS 
Petitioner 
Published 8/1, 8/8, 8/15/25 

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 

Certificate # 16 
   TO: Earl Feucht; Margaret Feucht; 
any spouse; any unknown 
occupants all unknown interested 
parties; 
   A Petition for a Tax Deed on the 
premises described below has been 
filed in the Circuit Court of Stark 
County, Toulon Illinois as Case # 
2025 TX 9 
   The real estate is described as: 
LOTS 3 & 4 W 1525 LOTS 5 & 6 
BLOCK 37 180 X 132, 
VILLAGE OF LAFAYETTE 
   PARCEL#(s) 03-18-437-003 
   Said property was sold on 
10/25/2022, for the general taxes for 
the year of 2021. The period of 
redemption will expire on 
10/25/2025. On October 31, 2025 @ 
9:00 a.m. the petitioner will 
make application to such court in 
said county for an order for a Tax 
Deed should the real estate 
not be redeemed by 10/25/2025. 
   JOHNNIE MCKEE PARTNER FOR 
MB TAX PARTNERS 
Petitioner 
Published 8/1, 8/8, 8/15/25 

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 
Certificate # 2 

   TO: Peter Chronos; Karla Glurk 
Munson; any spouse; any unknown 
occupants all unknown interested 
parties; 
   A Petition for a Tax Deed on the 
premises described below has been 
filed in the Circuit Court of Stark 
County, Toulon Illinois as Case # 
2025 TX 8 
   The real estate is described as: 
14330 ELMIRA RD N SIDE LOT 13, 
VILLAGE OF ELMIRA 
   PARCEL#(s) 01-20-400-003 
   Said property was sold on 
10/25/2022, for the general taxes for 
the year of 2021. The period of 
redemption will expire on 
10/25/2025. On October 31, 2025 @ 
9:00 a.m. the petitioner will 
make application to such court in 
said county for an order for a Tax 
Deed should the real estate 
not be redeemed by 10/25/2025. 
   JOHNNIE MCKEE PARTNER FOR 
MB TAX PARTNERS 
Petitioner 
Published 8/1, 8/8, 8/15/25 

• • • 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF 
BEHNKE, RAYMOND C,  
No. 2025PR76 
Deceased 

CLAIM NOTICE 
   Notice is given of the death of 
Raymond C. Behnke. Letters of 
Office were issued on July 21, 2025, 
to Kimberlee R. Lister and Christine 
R. Smith as co-executors whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, 
Illinois or with the representative, or 
both on or before 01/21/2026. 
   Any claim not filed by that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after it 
has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. 
   To e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing provider. 
Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-
filing, visit 
www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethel
p.asp. Or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office. 
Name Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for Executor 
Address P.O. Box 165 
City Galva, IL 61434 
Phone(309) 932-2001 
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 8/1, 8/8, 8/15/25 

• • • 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   Notice is hereby given by the 
Board of Education of the Galva 
Community Unit School District 
#224 in the County of Henry, State 
of Illinois, that said school district 
plans to reapply for and adopt an 
Electronic Learning (E-Learning) 
Day Plan.  Notice is hereby given 
that a public hearing on said E-
Learning will be held at 6:55 PM on 
the 18th day of August 2025 in the 
Galva Jr/Sr High School Library, 
located at 1020 N. Center Avenue, 
Galva, Illinois. 

   Dates this 21st Day of July 2025 
Board of Education of the Galva 
Community Unit School District 
#224, Henry County, Illinois 
                Kaleena Conrad, Secretary 
                            Board of Education 
Published 8/1/25 

• • • 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

ESTABLISHMENT OF BANK 
BRANCH OFFICES 

   Notice is hereby given that 
Community State Bank, 625 SE 2nd 
Street, Galva, Illinois, 61434, has 
made application to the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation to 
establish branch offices at 1535 
North Henderson Street, Galesburg, 
Illinois, 61401; and 331 East Main 
Street, Knoxville, Illinois, 61448. 
   Any person wishing to comment 

on this application may file his or 
her comments in writing with the 
regional director of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation at its 
Chicago Regional Office, 300 South 
Riverside Plaza, Suite 1700, 
Chicago, Illinois, 60606-3447, not 
later than Saturday, August 16, 
2025.  The non-confidential portions 
of the application are on file at the 
appropriate FDIC office and are 
available for public inspection 
during regular business hours.  
Photocopies of the non-confidential 
portion of the application file will be 
made available upon request. 
Community State Bank 
Galva, Illinois 
Published 8/1/25 

• • •

ORDINANCE NO. 25-3 
 ANNUAL BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING THE FIRST DAY OF  
JULY, 2025 AND ENDING  

THE 30TH DAY OF JUNE, 2026 
   WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees of the Toulon Public Library 
District, of the Counties of Stark and Knox, State of Illinois, has 
prepared or caused to be prepared a tentative form of the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation for said Public Library District for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2026 and 
the same has been conveniently available for public inspection 
for at least thirty (30) days prior to final action thereon; and 
   WHEREAS, a public hearing was held as to such Annual 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance on July 14, 2025, notice of 
which was given at least thirty (30) days prior thereto by pub-
lishing notice thereof in the PRAIRIE NEWS, a newspaper of 
general circulation in the Toulon Public Library District; and 
   WHEREAS, all other legal requirements have been duly com-
plied with by the Board of Trustees of the Toulon Public Library 
District; 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT 
AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOULON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DISTRICT, IN THE COUNTIES OF STARK AND KNOX, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, AS FOLLOWS: 
   Section 1: That the following sums, or so much thereof as by 
law may be authorized, be and the same are hereby budgeted, 
set aside and appropriated for the specified Library 
Purposes for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025 and ending 
June 30, 2026; and the objects and purposes for which said ap-
propriations are made, and the amounts thereby appropriated for 
such purposes are as follows; to wit: 
FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES: [75 ILCS 16/35-5] 
1. For salaries                                    $ 200,000.00 
2. For library materials                        $ 25,000.00 
3. For computers/equipment/furniture $ 15,000.00 
4. For office/library expenses               $ 20,000.00 
5. For postage                                       $ 1,100.00 
6. For utilities/maintenance                 $ 15,000.00 
7. For programming/training               $ 20,000.00 
8. For legal fees                                     $ 2,000.00 
9. Contingency                                      $ 5,000.00 
10. Miscellaneous Expenses                  $ 5,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 308,100.00 
FOR SOCIAL SECURITY FUND PURPOSES: [40 ILCS 5/21-110; 21-
110.1]: 
1. Social Security Taxes                      $ 16,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 16,000.00 
FOR ILL. MUNICIPAL RETIREMENT FUND: [40 ILCS 5/7-105; 7-
771]: 

1. Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund  $ 16,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 16,000.00 
FOR AUDIT PURPOSES: [75 ILCS 16/30-45 AND 50 ILCS 310/9]: 
1. Contractual Services-Audit                $ 4,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 4,000.00 
FROM LIABILITY, WORKERS’ COMPENSATION AND UNEMPLOY-
MENT INSURANCE: 
[745 ILCS 10/9-107]: 
1. Insurance                                        $ 12,000.00 
2. Treasurer’s Bond                               $ 1,000.00 
3. Contractual Fees and Legal Fees       $ 4,500.00 
4. Workers’ Compensation Insurance   $ 3,000.00 
5. Risk Management/Loss Control      $ 50,000.00 
6. Unemployment Insurance                 $ 2,500.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 73,000.00 
FOR BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND: [75 ILCS 16/35-5]: 
1. Building/Equipment Repair and 
Maintenance Costs                              $ 18,000.00 
2. Contingency                                      $ 2,000.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 20,000.00 
FOR SPECIAL RESERVE FUND: 75 ILCS 16/40-50: 
1. Building Fund $ 15,500.00 
2. Contingency $ 500.00 
TOTAL                                                   $ 16,000.00 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF A WORKING CASH FUND: [75 ILCS 
16/35-35]: 
1. For Working Cash Fund                     $ 9,889.84 
TOTAL                                                   $ 9,889.84 
   Section 2: Appropriated for the foregoing expenses from the 
following estimate of revenues, by source, anticipated to be re-
ceived by the Library District in the fiscal year:: 
Projected cash on hand July 1, 2025  $ 12,300.00 
From the Special Reserve Fund           $ 37,900.00 
From the Working Cash Fund                $ 9,889.84 
Miscellaneous gifts and donations      $ 20,000.00 
Income of interest                                  $ 5,000.00 
Special purpose grants - Per Capita    $ 10,000.00 
Photocopy, cards, fax,  
and miscellaneous                               $ 15,000.00 
Corporate Personal Property  
Replacement Tax                                   $ 1,500.00 
Tax for General Corporate Library  
purposes                                           $ 240,000.00 
Tax for Social Security purposes         $ 15,000.00 
Tax for Ill. Municipal Retirement Fund $ 14,000.00 
Tax for Audit purposes                          $ 3,000.00 
Tax for Liability and Insurance            $ 61,900.00 
Tax for Maintenance purposes            $ 17,500.00 
Expected cash on hand June 30, 2026                $ 0 

   Section 3: Any unexpended balances in the General Library 
Fund, and Maintenance Fund appropriations will be deposited 
into the Special Reserve Fund pursuant to a plan in accordance 
with Article 40 of Chapter 75, Illinois Compiled Statutes. 
   Section 4: The Secretary of the Toulon Public Library District is 
hereby authorized and directed to have this Ordinance published 
at least once in a newspaper of general circulation within this li-
brary district. 
   Section 5: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from 
and after its passage, approval and publication as provided by 
law. 
   Passed by the Board of Trustees of the Toulon Public Library 
District and approved by the President this 14th day of July, 
2025. 
                               BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF TOULON 
                               PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 
                               By: Cheryl Hurst, Its President 
ATTEST: Roberta Cinnamon, Secretary 
 
STATE OF ILLINOIS                               ) 
                                                              ) SS. 
COUNTY OF STARK                               ) 
 

CERTIFICATE 
   I, Roberta Cinnamon, do hereby certify that I am the duly ap-
pointed, qualified and now acting Secretary of the Toulon Public 
Library District in the County of Stark and State of Illinois; 
that attached hereto is a true and correct copy of the Annual 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance No. 25-3 for the fiscal year 
July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 
   I further certify that the Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordi-
nance was duly passed by the Board of Trustees of said Library 
District at a meeting thereof held on the 14th day of July, 2025; 
that said Ordinance was duly passed by yea and nay vote thereon 
with at least a majority of all the Board of Trustees having voted 
yea on the adoption and passage thereof and approved in accor-
dance with the laws of the State of Illinois pursuant to the notice 
and publication thereof as required by law. 
   I further certify that said Annual Budget and Appropriation Or-
dinance contains an estimate of revenues, by sources, antici-
pated to be received by the Toulon Public Library District in the 
fiscal year. 
   IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed my name in my official 
capacity as the Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the Toulon 
Public Library District, at Toulon, Illinois this 14th day of July, 
2025. 
                               Roberta Cinnamon 
                               Secretary, Toulon Public Library District 
Published 8/1/25 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS PEORIA COUNTY 

GALVA COMMUNITY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
ANNUAL REPORT 

   Statement of cash receipts and disbursements for the year beginning 
May 1, 2024, through April 30, 2025. 

SUMMARY OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
Cash Balance, May 1, 2024 $93,291.63   
Cash Receipts, Schedule I $133,337.42 
Total $226,629.05 
Cash Disbursements, Schedule II $137,845.82 
Balance, April 30, 2025 $88,783.23 

SCHEDULE I 
General Taxes:      Henry County $94,662.86   
Knox County    $25,577.99   
Fire Tax $3,078.12 
State Comptroller-Replacement Tax    $5,365.68   
Public Risk-underwriters $4,627.00    
Interest Income:     Money Market Checking $25.77  
Total Receipts: $133,337.42 
Cash Balance:  
Community State Bank, checking $88,783.23 

SCHEDULE II 
Alexis Fire Equipment-repairs maint $600.08 
Barash & Everett, LLC $1,368.00       
Cenex/CSB-Fuel $3,621.19    
City of Galva $25,407.23   
Galva Fire  $742.32    
Dues $1,001.00      
Lampe Publications                            $237.00      
UFIS Insurance                                $11,484.00    
US Postal service-postage $73.00     
Stark County Ambulance $93,312.00 
Total Disbursements $137,845.82  

Michael Werkheiser, Treasurer 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2nd day of July 2025.  
Jacqueline L. Salz 
Notary Public 
Published 8/1/25



FOR RENT 
• TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom 
apartment for rent in Toulon, 105 
E. Main. 
• WYOMING: 104 East Elm, Wy-
oming.  Two bedroom apart-
ment, $500 per month plus 
utilities, $400 deposit, work and 
landlord references required, no 
smoking, no pets.  Call (612) 
940-5208. 

LOST 
• REWARD: Imperial wheel cover 
lost on Rt. 93, 300+ yards east of 
Bradford American Legion, 
southside of highway, $50 re-
ward if found undamaged. Call 

630-258-3628. 
SERVICES 

• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodel-
ing and repairs including doors, 
thermopane vinyl replacement 
windows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 
25 years of experience. We also 
do kitchens, baths, decks, steps 
and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364. 
 • SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. 
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 

• BEAT RISING HEATING BILLS 

with the proven technology of a 

Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-

DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call 

today for budget-friendly 

warmth!  (309) 565-4300. 

FOR SALE 

• 4 WHEELER: 2010 Honda 

Rancher 420, approx. 1,164 

miles. $2,900. Call (309) 231-

6040. 

• BAD BOY BUGGY: 2011 Bad 

Boy XTO electric-powered ATV. 

$2,200. Call (309) 231-6040.
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Over a century ago, Toulon natives in the show
By TOM EMERY 
For The Prairie News 

   In the 19th century, Toulon pro-
duced two future Major League 
Baseball players who had varying 
levels of success in the pros. One 
played for a legendary name in 
baseball history. 
   Charlie Hall and Johnny Walker 
were Toulon 
natives who en-
joyed brief ca-
reers in the big 
leagues. Walker 
was a regular for 
the 1921 Phila-
delphia Athletics, 
managed by Con-
nie Mack, whose 
50 years at the 
helm of the A’s is a Major League 
record. Unfortunately for both Hall 
and Walker, both played on very 
poor teams during their pro careers.  
   Hall, who was born on Aug. 24, 
1863, broke into the majors on May 
3, 1887, with the New York Metro-
politans of the American Associa-
tion. That league was one of three 
in the late 1800s that challenged the 
supremacy of the National League, 
founded in 1876. None lasted more 
than a decade until the American 
League was established in 1901.  
   Hall, a center fielder who was 
listed at 5-foot-10, 158 pounds, was 
not around for long. He only had 12 
at bats over three days, with one hit 
and one stolen base. It was his only 
time in the major leagues. New 
York struggled to a 44-89 mark and 
a seventh-place finish, with the lo-
west team batting average and the 
highest team earned run average in 
the league. 
   There is discrepancy as to Hall’s 
date and site of death. Some sources 
list his passing as June 23, 1921, in 

Steilacomm, Wash., while others 
give the following day in Tacoma. 
He is buried in Toulon.  
   Toulon, though, was back in the 
majors three decades later, as 
Walker made his major-league 
debut in Philadelphia in September 
1919. It was the pinnacle of a rel-
atively undistinguished pro career 

for the 6-foot, 
175-pound 
Walker, who en-
tered professional 
baseball in 1917 
in the Class B 
Three-I League, 
one of the top 
minor league cir-
cuits of the re-
gion.  

   In that era, minor leagues were 
classified in descending order as 
AA, A, B, C, and D. The current 
designations of Class AAA, AA, A, 
and rookie level began in 1963. 
   Though play was suspended dur-
ing the world wars and for three 
years during the Great Depression, 
the Three-I lasted from 1902-1961.  
   Bill Kemp, librarian/archivist of 
the McLean County Historical Mu-
seum in Bloomington, has exten-
sively studied the Three-I.  
   “The league was one of the more 
stable and longer-running of the 
low minor leagues,” Kemp said. “It 
was not uncommon for the better 
players in the league to make the 
jump straight to the major leagues.”   
   Walker, who played first base and 
catcher, split time between Quincy 
and Hannibal in the Three-I in 1917 
and did not appear in pro ball the 
following season, possibly because 
of World War I. He was back in the 
minors in 1919, first with Sanford 
of the Class D Florida State League 
before moving up to the Class A 

Western League at Des Moines, 
where he batted .251 in 119 games.  
   That was enough to earn him a 
stint in Philadelphia in September, 
and he saw action behind the plate 
in three games, going hitless in nine 
at-bats.  
   In 1920, Walker opened the sea-
son in the Class AA International 
League at Akron. There, he batted 
.338 with 10 home runs in 107 
games. Late in the year, he was 
back in Philadelphia, appearing in 
six games at catcher. He produced 
five hits in 22 at-bats for a .227 
average, to go along with five RBIs.  
   The Athletics were led by the in-
comparable Mack, who managed 
the franchise from 1901-50, part of 
a 53-year career at the helm in the 
major leagues that saw him win 
3,776 games, an all-time high. Un-
fortunately for Walker, he broke in 
during a down time for the A’s.  
   After pennants in 1913 and 1914, 
the cash-strapped franchise had to 
sell off players, a recurring theme in 
Mack’s era.   
   In Walker’s debut season of 1919, 
Philadelphia limped to a 36-104 
record, a distant 52 games out of 
first. The major league seasons ex-
tended to 154 games in 1920, but 
the Athletics went 48-106 for their 
sixth-straight last-place finish. 
   The streak ran to seven at 53-100 
in 1921, but Walker enjoyed his 
best season, appearing in 113 
games, mainly at first base. He 
batted .258 with two home runs and 
45 RBIs. It would prove to be 
Walker’s last season in the big 
leagues.  
   Walker died on Aug. 19, 1976 in 
Hollywood, Fla. 
   Tom Emery is a freelance writer and 
historical researcher from Carlinville. 

ADVERTISE! CALL  
(309) 286-2185

    CLASSIFIEDS

GARAGE SALE
• Garage/Man Shop Sale, Edelstein - 822 West Singing 
Woods Road, Edelstein August 8 & 9 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Outdoor glider chair, Mulching mower, 20” cast aluminum, 
Child’s bed portable guard rail, Bathroom vanity tan sink and 
faucet, Christmas decorations, Misc CFL light bulbs, Cook-
ware, Assorted housewares, Vintage glassware, Snake plants, 
and so much more!

HallWalker
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