
   FARMINGTON � A traveling
ice-cream shop will set down roots
next year with help from the Farm-
ington City Council.
   At its Monday meeting, the
council approved a $20,000 com-
mercial TIF grant for Kent and
Bobbi Ulm to help acquire 64 E.
Fort St. The loan will be forgiven
over four years.
   The building once housed a
barber shop but will eventually be
the home for Lefty�s Parlor, where
the Ulms will create and sell hand-
dipped ice cream. The Ulms ex-
pect to close on the property in
August but will need time to add a
commercial kitchen. Bobbi Ulm
said she expects the storefront to

   WILLIAMSFIELD � Village govern-
ment in Williamsfield is on the verge of
owning what has been an assisted-living
facility. But village officials don�t plan to
own it for long.
   Following closed session Monday nght,
the Williamsfield Vil-
lage Board voted to
accept the donation of
Williamsfield Retire-
ment Center from its
Galesburg-based
owner, Achievement
Unlimited Inc. The
facility is in the process of shuttering, Vil-
lage President Robert Johnson said after
the board meeting.
   After the village takes possession, it
plans to sell the building and property.
Proceeds from the sale could fund various
village improvements and initiatives, ac-
cording to Johnson.
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   The number of homeless people in
Illinois is rising, but the state�s
spending on homeless prevention
and other housing programs is
headed in the other direction.
   Facing a tight budget year with
constrained spending and limited nat-
ural revenue growth, the $55.1 bil-
lion fiscal year 2026 budget that took
effect July 1 reduces total funding for
housing programs by more than $14
million, including Gov. JB Pritzker�s

signature initiative designed to elimi-
nate homelessness in Illinois.
   �Last year homelessness increased
116% in the state of Illinois,� Doug
Kenshol, co-founder of the Illinois
Shelter Alliance, told Capitol News
Illinois. �To be in the midst of this
crisis and then have the state cut
funding was beyond disappointing.�
   Discretionary spending rose by less
than 1% in the FY26 budget, accord-
ing to the governor�s office, despite
total spending increasing by $2 bil-
lion. That minimal spending growth

led lawmakers to reduce several pro-
grams.
   �Is it enough? No, it isn�t � we
know that homelessness is an exis-
tential crisis, and the state of Illinois
takes this seriously,� Sen. Adriane
Johnson, D-Buffalo Grove, who
serves on a state homeless prevention
task force, told Capitol News Illinois.
�We have a really bold vision for
ending homelessness and we�re
going to continue down that path.�
   Pritzker first established a task
force by executive order in 2021 that
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   �If this comes to fruit-
ion, if all the stars align,
this will be a godsend for
the village,� Johnson said.
�We�ve got some debt and
we�ve got some projects
that have needed to be
done for 20-30 years but
we just never had the
money for.
   �It would behoove us to
take this money and fix
all the problems we�ve
had. Instead of raising
taxes to pay for all that,
we�ll be able to use that to
support the infrastructure
that�s been neglected.�

   Achievement Unlimited,
a not-for-profit organiza-
tion, purchased the prop-
erty in 2008 for $872,500,
according to Knox
County tax records.
   Located at 112 Illinois
Route 180, Williamsfield
Retirement Center has 16
rooms. Most recently, it
was a group home for the
developmentally disabled,
according to Ron Wilson,
chief financial officer of
RFMS Inc. That Gales-
burg-based firm provides
back-office services for
Achievement Unlimited. 
   Frequency of medical
trips to and from Gales-

burg for Williamsfield-fa-
cility residents as they age
was problematic, Wilson
suggested.
   �It just became a little
bit impractical from that
standpoint,� he said Tues-
day. �The location just
didn�t work anymore.�
   A woman who answered
the telephone Monday
night at the Williamsfield
facility said it had five
residents, all of whom
were to move out by
Thursday. Williamsfield-
facility residents were to
be relocated to other
group homes Achieve-
ment Unlimited operates
in Galesburg, Wilson said.
   The RFMS board ap-
proved the donation in
June, according to Wil-
son. The organization
considered selling the
property but instead con-
tacted Johnson. He is an

executive at Bridgeway,
Inc., a Galesburg-based
not-for-profit human-ser-
vices organization.
   �Once the decision was
made that it�s going to
better suit the clients that
lived in the Williamsfield
home for them to be in
Galesburg, the board �
wanted to provide Wil-
liamsfield the opportunity
to take it if they wanted it,
because they thought that
was the best use,� Wilson
said.
   Johnson thanked Wilson
and the RFMS board for
the donation. Negotiations
are underway to finalize
the transfer of ownership.
   Once that process is
complete, the village in-
tends to mothball the
building and hire an ap-
praiser, according to
Johnson. Sealed bids for
the property would be so-
licited.
   �Hopefully somebody is
interested in running that
kind of facility, or maybe
they�ll do something dif-
ferent with it,� Johnson
said.
   A new village adminis-
tration facility, new lawn-
mowing equipment and
paying off recently pur-
chased vehicles are
among items that the sale
of the building could help
finance, according to
Johnson.

A man was banned
from Princeville School
District activities after
he possessed a knife
during a verbal alterca-
tion on school property,
according to District
Superintendent Tony
Shinall. The status of
the knife was mischar-
acterized in a story that
appeared June 17 in
The Weekly Post. The
newspaper erred. 
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LINCOLN � Cpl. Jack Wagner, a
Princeville native, was presented
with a Life Saving Award on July 1
by the Logan County Sheriff�s Of-
fice, for whom he works.
   On Feb. 29, 2024, while on duty,
Wagner was in a local dining estab-
lishment and alerted to a woman
choking. Without hesitation, he per-
formed life-saving measures and was
able to clear her airways. Wagner�s
quick thinking and decisive response
was instrumental in saving a life.

PEORIA �The public is invited to
the Central Illinois Emergency Expo
on July 23 at The Shoppes at Grand
Prairie from 4-7 p.m. 
   Several local emergency-response
agencies will display emergency
equipment in the parking lot between
Dick�s Sporting Goods and Illinois
Route 91. Families are invited to ex-
plore vehicles, talk with first re-
sponders and try on gear during the
free community event. Equipment to
be displayed includes fire engines
and apparatuses, a medical helicop-
ter, police cruisers and armored ve-
hicles, a rescue boat and more.
   There will also be a quiet time be-
fore the main event from 3:30-4 p.m.
offering limited lights and sounds. 

HANNA CITY � Stray Animal
Midway Shelter is holding a volun-
teer open house Sunday, July 20,
from 1-4 p.m. Anyone 10 and up in-
terested in helping homeless animals
is welcome, but children under 16
must be accompanied by an adult.
   Attendees can meet dogs and cats
at the shelter, take a tour, enjoy re-
freshments and win door prizes.
   SAMS is located at 328 S. Pinker-

ton Rd. To learn more, call (309)
565-4821 or email samsrescue@hot-
mail.com.

 WASHINGTON, D.C. � Every
June, select Illinois high school stu-
dents leave their rural communities
to spend a week taking in the historic
sights and bustling energy of the na-
tion�s capital. This year, 48 students
sponsored by 25 Illinois electric and
telephone cooperatives spent June
16-23 on the 2025 Youth Tour to
Washington, D.C.
   Mid Century Communications
sponsored two students from its serv-
ice territory: Cassidy Case and
Walter Lampe. They joined more
than 2,000 students representing 44
states for the annual event. 
   �This trip is so much more than
sightseeing,� said Tracy Parrish,
youth tour coordinator at Mid Cen-
tury. �It�s about building relation-
ships, learning leadership and
showing that they have the power to
shape their communities and fu-
tures.�
   On the tour, students visited histo-
ric landmarks including Gettysburg,
Arlington National Cemetery and,
for the first time in many years,
toured the White House, where stu-

dents caught a glimpse of President
Donald Trump. 
   �I learned a lot about our American
history � from art, culture and tradi-
tions to war history and everything in
between,� Case said.
   High school students who live
within the service area of Mid Cen-
tury Communications can participate
in the program. Learn more online at
midcentury.com/youth-corner or
facebook.com/ILYouthTour.

   � PRINCEVILLE � The Prince-
ville Civic Association has awarded
$750 scholarships to Mazie Streit-
matter and Tucker Sennett. Streit-
matter will attend Grand Canyon
University and major in marketing.
Sennett will attend Illinois Wes-
leyan University and major in busi-
ness. PCA provides two
scholarships to graduating seniors
from Princeville High School who
will attend a community college,
college, university or trade school
in the immediate semester follow-
ing graduation.
    Each scholarship applicant wrote
a short essay on how they used vol-
unteer hours to make a difference in
the Princeville community.

   BRIMFIELD � Whitney�s Walk
for Suicide Prevention and Aware-
ness, hosted by Carle Health Center
for Philanthropy in Greater Peoria,
returns for its 22nd year on Satur-
day, July 26, at Jubilee College
State Park.
   The annual 5K walk and run has
raised more than $1.8 million since
2004 and organizers are proud to
keep 100% of the proceeds in cen-

tral Illinois to fund educational re-
sources and programming about
mental health and suicide preven-
tion.
   Registration will remain open
through July 26.
   Those who are unable to attend
the event but still want to partici-
pate can register and establish their
own team as well as their own
unique running location. 
   Anyone can also make a donation

to the event in support of someone
who is walking or running, or in
honor of someone impacted by sui-
cide.
   Participants will start to gather at
6:45 a.m. and the first race starts at
7:55 a.m. Registration for the event
is $30 for adults and $15 for kids 12
years and under. 
   For more information about the
annual event or to donate, visit
WhitneysWalk.com.



   CUBA � Gary Dieckow 82, of
Cuba, passed away, Thursday, July 3,
2025, at Graham Hospital in Canton.
   He was born on Nov. 25, 1942, to
James and Eleanor (Hansmeyer)
Dieckow. They preceded him in
death, as did an infant child Troy
Downard, brother Danny Dieckow
and sisters Anita Nelms and Sally
Mueller.
   Gary is survived
by his wife of 56
years, Judy
(Downard)
Dieckow. They
were married on
Oct. 16, 1968.
Also surviving are
two brothers, Jerry
and David Dieckow. 
   Gary retired from the U.S. Army.
He served for 22 years. He was ac-
tive during the Vietnam and Korean
wars. He later worked at Pasquel in
Peoria and then at JBS pork process-
ing in Beardstown. 
   Gary enjoyed attending auctions
and bringing home various items. He
also enjoyed playing cards and tin-
kering around his home.
   Cremation rites will be accorded
with Oaks-Hines Funeral Home in
Canton. Memorials may be made to
Cuba Rescue Squad.

   WILLIAMSFIELD � Virgil O. �Ju-
nior� Dudley, 90, of Williamsfield,
passed away peacefully at 10:52 a.m.
Thursday, July 3, at the Knox County
Nursing Home in Knoxville.
   Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. Saturday, July 12, at Rux Fu-
neral Home in Williamsfield. A visi-
tation will be held one hour prior to
the services at the funeral home. Bu-
rial will be in Wil-
liamsfield
Cemetery. Memo-
rials can be di-
rected to the
activities depart-
ment at Knox
County Nursing
Home.
   Virgil was born
on Aug. 10, 1934,
in Williamsfield, the son of Virgil
and Orpha (Johnson) Dudley Sr. He
married Anna Mae Cheeseman on
March 21, 1953. She survives and is
also a resident at Knox County Nurs-
ing Home. Other survivors include a
daughter, Jennifer (John) Bantz of
Williamsfield; a grandson, Jarrod;
and two great-grandchildren. 
   He was preceded in death by his

parents and several half-brothers.
   Virgil worked at Burlington Freight
Knox Box and Outboard Marine for
28 years. He and his wife ran
Weavers Hardware, the Squirrel
Cage and the Billtown Rent-A-
Space. After selling the Squirrel
Cage, he continued to work there for
a good many years.

   GALESBURG � Raymond L. Har-
ris, 85, of Galesburg, passed away
Thursday, July 3, 2025.
   He was born on March 31, 1940, in
Avon, Ill., to H. Lowell and Mary
(Aitken) Harris. Raymond married
Jeanne Galbreath on June 17, 1962,
in rural Galesburg. His wife survives,
along with his
three daughters,
Jane (Mike Tay-
lor) Harris of New
Berlin, Ill., Diane
(Tim) Durdle of
Manito, Ill., and
Debbie (Ron)
Newell of Wil-
liamsfield, Ill.; one
son, Duane (Sus-
anna) Harris of Sandia Park, N.M.;
seven grandchildren; six great-grand-
children; and three sisters, Martha
(Ray) Perschnick of Broken Arrow,
Okla., Carol Haase of Monmouth,
Ill., and Shirley Harris of Alexis, Ill. 
   He was preceded in death by his
parents and two sisters, Louise Thur-
man and Joan Brown.
   Raymond graduated from Gales-
burg High School in 1958 and
farmed his whole life. He started a
career at John Deere Plow & Planter
in Moline, Ill., in 1964 to be able to
afford to farm. He bought a small
farm north of Galesburg in 1968
where he raised his family, lots of
cattle, corn, soybeans and hay. He
and his wife owned and operated the
North Side Laundry in Galesburg for
20 years. He retired from John Deere
in 1992 and enjoyed babysitting
grandkids and baling hay for himself
and many of the neighbors with his
John Deere tractor and round baler.
   He enjoyed bus trips across the
U.S. and cruises with classmates.
Raymond loved woodworking and
could make or build anything. His
greatest love was his family, with
many gatherings from Illinois to
New Mexico.
   Visitation will be 2-4 p.m. on
Thursday, July 10, 2025, at Watson-
Thomas Funeral Home and Cre-
matory in Galesburg. A funeral
service will follow at 4 p.m. at the fu-
neral home. Memorials may be made

to Henderson Township Fire Depart-
ment or Williamsfield FFA.

   FARMINGTON � Kent R. Kowal,
79, of Farmington, Ill., passed away
at 2:10 a.m. on Thursday July 3,
2025, at his home. 
   He was born on Dec. 21, 1945, in
Macomb, Ill., to Chester John and
Barbara (Rost)
Kowal. He mar-
ried Kathleen
Higgs on May 27,
1967, in Farming-
ton. She survives.
   He is also sur-
vived by three
children, Michael
(Elyse) Kowal,
Matthew (Helena) Kowal and Ann
(Jason) Lembke; six grandchildren,
Kayla (Carter) Kowal, Laney Kowal,
Laci Kowal, Kate Lembke, Alice
Lembke and Quinn Lembke; two
sisters, Karen and Kristine Kowal;
two brothers-in-law, Ralph (Sherry)
Higgs and David (Carolyn) Higgs;
and one sister-in-law, Barbara Higgs.
   He was preceded in death by his
parents and one grandchild, Hayden
Kowal.
   Kowal taught high school English
and was a guidance counselor. He
was affectionately referred to as
�Chief� by his students. Then he
began a 41-year career at the Bank of
Farmington, where he served as pres-
ident and later chairman of the board.
   Kowal was very active in the com-
munity and served on many boards,
including the Farmington Commu-
nity High School Board, Farmington
Rotary, Graham Hospital Board of
Trustees, Farmington Betterment As-
sociation, Farmington Library Board,
Illinois Bankers Association and
Farmington Chamber of Commerce.
He was a member of Farmington
Presbyterian Church, where he
served as trustee and auditor and
sang in the choir.
   For years, Kowal served as chair-
man of Italian fest and wrote the
Great Pomodoro clues. He was co-
chairman of the Farmington Sesqui-
centennial in 1984. After he retired,
he continued to serve the community
as a councilman and mayor of Farm-
ington. He served in the National
Guard and was an Eagle Scout.
   He enjoyed extensive travel with
his wife, Kathleen, and golfing and
poker nights with his friends of the
gazebo gang. Chatting with his
friends at coffee, hiking and walking
in the woods, especially with his dog,
brought much joy. He was a vora-



cious reader and excellent writer. He
even authored his own book of life
stories. Kent was someone who al-
ways got along with others. He was a
lifelong learner, continuing his edu-
cation after retirement with classes
through OLLI. He enjoyed following
a variety of sporting events including
the St. Louis Cardinals, Chicago
Bears, Bradley Braves and the Fight-
ing Illini. In addition, he loved his
schnauzers, Maggie, Gracie and
especially Lucy. Kasey was his faith-
ful companion to the end.
   Kent tried to find something to be
happy about or be thankful for every
day. He believed he was lucky to
have had so many happy times and
good friends.
   Funeral services were July 6, 2025,
at the First Presbyterian Church of
Farmington. Burial will be in Trivoli
Cemetery at a later date. Memorials
may be made to Farmington Central
Academic Foundation, St. Jude Chil-
dren�s Research Hospital or Farm-
ington Betterment Association. 
   Condolences can be left online at
www.sedgwickfuneralhomes.com.

   DUNLAP � Kathryn R. Metzger,
96, of Dunlap, passed away at 9:10
a.m. Monday, June 30, 2025, at the
Arc of Chillicothe. 
   She was born to Frank and Bertha
(Wheeler) Stewart on Jan. 3, 1929, in
Marshall County, Ill. She married
Edwin Metzger on March 27, 1948.
He preceded her in death on Dec. 22,
2011. They were
married 63 years. 
   Also deceased
are one daughter,
Donna Marie; two
sons, Gary Lee
and David Alan;
her parents; two
sisters; two
brothers; and sev-
eral nieces and
nephews.
   Kathryn was also preceded in death
by her daughter-in-law Janet, who

was known as the caretaker by
family and friends. Janet would take
Kathryn to doctor and hair appoint-
ments, took care of her grocery shop-
ping and would make sure her
flowerbeds were in tip-top shape. 
   She is survived by one daughter,
Bonnie (Steve) Swanstrom of Morri-
son; three grandsons, Andrew (Mon-
ica) Swanstrom of Morrison, Scott
(Brittany) Swanstrom of Macon,
Mo., and Cory (Lauren) Swanstrom
of Leicester, N.C.; six great-grand-
children, Taylor and Katelyn Swan-
strom, Abigail, Jaxson and Wyatt
Swanstrom and Carter Swanstrom,
with a brother on the way; one son,
Jim (late wife Janet) Metzger of
Dunlap; two granddaughters, Angela
(Eric Gauwitz) Patterson of Dunlap
and Stacy (Justin) Archer of Jersey-
ville; two great-grandchildren, Tyler
Patterson and Allie Winters; one
brother-in-law, Willard Metzger of
Mossville; and many nieces and
nephews.
   Kathryn helped farm alongside her
husband until retiring in 1980. She
belonged to the Peoria County Farm
Bureau. Over the years, Kathryn and
Ed went to farm sales, antique tractor
shows and tractor pulls. They en-
joyed watching their son, Jim, and
granddaughter, Stacy, at the tractor
pulls. Kathryn enjoyed gardening
and her beautiful flowers, alongside
with time spent with her children,
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren.
   Her graveside service will be at 10
a.m. Saturday, July 12, 2025, in Pro-
spect Cemetery in Dunlap. The Rev.
David Pyell will officiate. Haskell
Funeral & Cremation Services in
Princeville is assisting with arrange-
ments.
   Memorial contributions can be
made to Dunlap Fire and Rescue.
The family would like to personally
thank Dunlap Fire and Rescue for its
excellent response and compassion
when called to assist Kathryn over
the past few years. 

   Condolences may be left for Ka-
thryn�s family on her tribute wall at
www.haskellfuneral.com.

   LEWISTOWN � Rose M. Shawgo,
81, of Lewistown, passed away on
July 1, 2025, at her residence, sur-
rounded by family. She was born on
Dec. 2, 1943, in Glasford to Vincent
and Catherine (Fraune) Geier. 
   Rose married Franklin Shawgo on
Dec. 7, 1963, in Canton. He survives
along with their four children, Con-
nie Shawgo of Lewistown, Gary
(Mary) Shawgo of
Lewistown, Ka-
they (Jeremy)
Blemler of Lewis-
town and Lori
Hrabusicky of
Maryville; daugh-
ter-in-law Christy
Shawgo of Lewis-
town; two sisters,
Helen (Larry)
McCloskey of Springfield, Ohio, and
Mary McCoy of Elmwood; 13
grandchildren; and 13 great-grand-
children.
   Rose was preceded in death by her
parents, son Billy Shawgo, three
brothers and three sisters.
   Rose worked for the U.S. Treasury
Department, retiring in 2017. She
was a member of St. Mary�s Catholic
Church in Canton. She was the
former organist at St. Mary�s in Lew-
istown, where she also taught cate-
chism classes. 
   Rose was a member of the Bishop
Post 1 auxiliary. She was a home-
maker for most of her life, and
family was the most important thing
in her life.
   Mass was July 5, 2025, at St.
Mary�s Catholic Church in Canton.
Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery in
Lewistown.
   Memorials can be made to Lewis-
town St. Jude Runners. 
   To leave online condolences, visit
www.oakshinesfuneralhome.com.
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   Ashley Monroe takes
over the Farmington vol-
leyball program from Cas-
sie Gauf.  A graduate of
Monmouth College, Mon-
roe has coached at Farm-
ington for the last few
seasons, first at the 8th-
grade level and last year as
JV coach.
   Also at Farmington,
Isaac Asplund will coach
boys and girls cross coun-
try this fall while Katelym
Fishbach is on maternity
leave.
   Two other openings at
other schools have not yet
been filled. Elmwood-
Brimfield girls track coach
Kyle Anderson resigned
from that job recently, as
did ROWVA-Williams-
field baseball coach Arnie
Gonzalez. No replace-
ments have yet been
named for those two.
   Elmwood also approved
the following volunteer
high school coaches at its
June 23 school board
meeting: Golf � Kenny
Blum, Dianne Burwell,
Tom Conklin and Brett

Powers; Cross Country �
Tom Gorham, Cooper
Hoffmann and Mike Sulli-
van; Football � Dash An-
derson, Tom Bowers,
Caleb Hollis, Noah Hollis,
Landon Kline, Mike
Walker and Brady
Westart; Girls basketball �
Emily Cash and Emma
Vallas; Volleyball � Penny
Silzer; Track � Mike Sulli-
van; Bass fishing � Adam
Mackenthun, Cam Old-
field, Emma Vallas and
Nick Vawter.
   �  Elm-
wood assistant track coach
Cooper Hoffmann was top
male finisher last Friday in
the 5K portion of the an-
nual Peoria Jaycees� Fire-
cracker 5000 race.
   Hoffmann posted a time
of 16:25 to finish ahead of
former E-B runner Isaiah
Hill (3rd, 16:48) and cur-
rent E-B runner Aiden
Faulkner (4th, 17:02).
Overall, runners with Elm-
wood ties snatched nine of
the top 13 spots.
   Emily Laird of Peoria
was the female 5K winner
in 19:13.
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   John Gross has his sights set on at least
one more season of coaching girls basket-
ball.
   The veteran Princeville coach, who last
year celebrated his 900th victory, said
Monday he anticipates being on the bench
for a 50th year this fall, barring any un-
foreseen health issues. Gross was with his
Lady Princes team for all but one week of
summer play.
   �Right now, we look pretty good,� Gross
said. �We�ve got four starters back and
had a pretty good summer.�
   Gross has been at Princeville since
2015. Prior to that he led Limestone and
Peoria Richwoods to girls state finals,
winning titles with Richwoods in 2005
(Class AA) and 2009 (Class 3A) and plac-
ing second in Class AA at Limestone in
1992.
   Last season he expressed some uncer-
tainty about returning due to health con-
cerns. Gross had a pacemaker replaced
this summer and said it has made a differ-
ence in how he feels.
   �I�m planning on it,� he said. �It just de-
pends on my health. I want to be able to
do a good job.�
   Gross should have the players to help
make that happen, with only Paisley
Schock graduated from his top six.
   Leading scorer Sahara Streitmatter re-
turns along with fellow starters Bethany
Sennett, Addison Buckley and Reagan
Calder and top reserve Kamryn Smith.

Gross said he also has seven freshmen
among the 15 players who showed up reg-
ularly this summer.
   �We�ve got a couple freshmen that are
not too bad. A couple are a little taller than
Addison,� Gross said. �At least we�ll have
a frosh-soph team.�
   Princeville did not field a frosh-soph
team last year.
   As for competition in the Lincoln Trail
Conference, Gross said Abingdon-Avon
remains the team to beat with Kewanee
Wethersfield also a strong foe.
   �  Unlike some years,
coaching changes have been few and far
between at area schools.
   Farmington leads the way so far with
two coaching changes � and one is just
temporary.
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