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By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – Don’t get Jade 
Noard wrong. The Stark County 
football coach was happy his 
team beat Princeville 34-20 in a 
Class 1A first-round state-play-
offs game Oct. 27. 
   But Noard might have pre-
ferred less uncertainty about it, 
particularly early. 
   “I will give our kids credit – 
they just keep fighting,” Noard 
said about his 10-0 team. “But I 
wish we would stop digging our-
selves a hole.” 
   The Rebels secured postseason 
advancement by recovering from 
deficits of 12 points in the sec-
ond quarter and seven late in the 
third at Gary Johnson Field.  
   “A little too close for comfort, 
but we see these guys all the 
time,” senior quarterback Luke 
Rewerts said about his school’s 
neighbor to the south. “It’s 
Princeville, a big rivalry. But we 
got it done, and that’s all that 
matters.” 
   In the second round, the oppo-
nent again will be beyond famil-
iar.  
   Stark County will travel to 
Oneida to face ROWVA-Wil-
liamsfield at 2 p.m. Saturday.       

It’ll be the fourth time in one 
year they have faced each other.   
R-W (8-2) won the first two, in-
cluding a 2022 first-round post-
season game. Stark County won 
24-14 in a LincolnLand Confer-
ence small-division meeting 
Sept. 29. 
   “They know everything that 
we do, and we know everything 
that they do,” said R-W Coach 
Grant Gullstrand, whose team 
opened with a 28-14 victory at 

Sterling Newman. “It’s going to 
be fun.” 
   Noard and his players probably 
weren’t enjoying themselves in 
the beginning against Princeville 
(5-5). 
   Princeville senior Tayshaun 
Kieser intercepted Rewerts on 
the third play of the game. The 
Stark County defense held at its 
1-yard line, but the ensuing pos-
session ended with a blocked 

Rebels rally to second round 
Unbeaten Stark County to face familiar foe R-W in Round 2

Continued on Page 11
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SC girls off to state 
Smith 5th, Lady Rebels 4th at sectional

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   OREGON – For the second 

straight week of the cross coun-

try postseason, freshman Dusti 

Smith and her young Stark 

Count teammates posted an im-

pressive finish. 

   This time Stark County’s 

fourth-place effort came at the 

Class 1A Oregon Sectional and 

propelled the Lady Rebels to Sat-

urday’s Class 1A state race at 9 

a.m. at Detweiller Park in Peoria.  

   This is the first time the Stark 

County girls team has qualified 

since 2018 when the team placed 

19th. 

   “We only have 200 kids at the 

school, but if you stay at it and 

keep working, you can build to 

moments like this,” Coach Bob 

Rennick Jr. said. “This crew did 

a really good job of seeing their 

moment and making the most 

out of it.” 

   Smith placed fifth overall with 

a time of 19:48.38 while Evelyn 

O’Connor of Seneca was first in 

19:07.43. Winnebago was the 

team winner with 99 points. 

Stark County scored 158. 

   Only two freshman runners 

The Stark County girls cross country team will run in the Class 1A state meet Sat-
urday for the first time since 2018. Pictured above (from left to right) are Coach 
Bob Rennick Jr., Alexis Martinez, Keagan Hamilton, Paytin Terwilliger, Cheyenh 
Smith, Haylie Moodie, Sarah Kraklow and Dusti Smith. 

Stark County defenders Chris Barnwell and Chase Holmstrom bring down Prince-
ville’s Tayshaun Kieser last Friday during the Rebels’ 34-20 first-round playoff win. 
Photo by Collin Fairfield.
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By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

   PRINCEVILLE – Opponents of two 

proposed wind-energy installations in 

Peoria County are taking their cause to 

local municipal boards. In Princeville, 

they might have some support. 

   Representatives of No to Peoria 

County Windmills attended the Prince-

ville Village Board meeting Monday 

night. They asked the board to consider 

adopting an ordinance that regulates 

wind turbines within village zoning ju-

risdictions. Zoning authority extends 1½ 

miles beyond village limits.  

   The proposed Four Creeks and Gold-

rush Apple wind farms might feature 

dozens of wind turbines on farmland in 

northern and western Peoria County. 

Developers are expected to ask county 

officials next year for zoning variances 

to accommodate their projects. 

   Boards in Brimfield, Dunlap and 

Elmwood are among those the grass-

roots no-windmills group is beseech-

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The Stark 

County Board of Supervi-

sors gave the green light 

to a new West Jersey 

business Tuesday night.  

   The board approved a 

rezoning permit for a cof-

fee shop with a drive-

through window that was 

requested by TLS Invest-

ments, LLC. The zoning 

change was previously 

approved by Stark’s Zon-

ing Board of Appeals and 

Zoning board Planning 

Commission, shifting the 

West Jersey property from 

residential to commercial. 

   TLS is owned by Tarrah 

Sornberger of Williams-

field. She purchased the 

former Larry Bantz prop-

erty on Illinois Route 78 

from West Jersey Town-

ship and will construct a 

32-by-50-foot building on 

that land for a storage unit 

and to serve as the coffee 

business. An alley just 

west and adjacent to the 

property will become a 

one-way thoroughfare, 

designated as such by the 

township. 

   In his report, Stark 

County Sheriff Steven 

Sloan told the board he 

has an ongoing problem 

with the police union’s at-

torney. Sloan said the at-

torney will not respond to 

numerous requests by 

Sloan or Stark’s police 

union president about ne-

gotiating a new contract. 

By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva Council approved 

a bid opening for a new business, dis-

cussed water penalties and increased cem-

etery fees 25% at the Galva Cemetery at 

Monday night’s meeting. 

   The council opened the only bid on a 

city-owned cement slab for $1,001 from 

Zack Thompson. Thompson said he plans 

to build a building on the slab and will 

have a crematory for humans only at this 

time. 

   He said he might ad pets in the future. 

   He noted that there is only one cre-

matory in Henry County at this time. 

   Someone asked if there would be any 

smell associated with this and he said 

“no”. 

   He said that only heat will come out of 

the stack. It will be computer regulated. 

   Construction will begin in one month 

according to Thompson. The council put a 

stipulation in their motion that construc-

tion must begin within a year. The slab is 

west of the the city-owned building that is 

north of the semi parking lot. 

   The council again discussed water pen-

alty fees. City Clerk Debbie Van Wassen-

hove said there are about 44 water users 

who are slow to pay until the city puts tags 

on their doors. This takes a lot of time for 

city employees. If a bill is not paid on the 

sixth day after the tag is put on a door, city 

employees go back to the residence and 

shuts off the water. 

   Once water is shut off, a resident must 

pay their bill in full or make arrangements 

and must also pay an additional $50 the 

first time and $100 every time after that to 

get their water back on. 

   Superintendent Greg Thompson said 

turning the water valves wears them out 

and then they need to be replaced, which 

costs the city $500 to $1,000 apiece. 

   The city heard from a neighboring town 

which is moving away from the tags and 

several aldermen thought it would be a 

good idea for Galva to do away with the 

tags, also. But water penalties were tabled 

with no action. 

   The council approved raising cemetery 

fees 25%. This includes grave openings 

Stark Co. board 
OKs coffee shop
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Galva City Council approves construction of new crematory 

Turbine talk  
Group asks Princeville 

to regulate wind turbines

   Pictured above in last week’s 
Stark County High School 
Homecoming Parade in Wyo-
ming are (left to right) Home-
coming Queen Alexis Martinez, 
Crown Bearer Elaina Berchtold, 
Homecoming King Chris Barn-
well and Crown Bearer Coleson 
Knowles. 
   At right, Stark County School 
administrators dressed up for 
the parade, whose theme was 
Out of This World. Photos by 
John A. Ballentine.

Continued on Page 2
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Pictured above (left to right) are Will Thomson 
and Kevin Thomson from Dixline Corporation and 
Galva Mayor Rich Volkert, who presented them 
with a proclamation celebrating the five-genera-
tion family business being in Galva for 100 years. 
Photo by Carol Townsend.
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